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Tl> '«ert O Mon>fr, as a roe on the desert {^terrible as a me/eor 

ot'tirr. j ny wrath was as the storm. Thy «word in battle as lightning in the 
field. Many fell by thy arm ; they were consumed in the flames of thy wrath. 
But when thou didst return from war, how peaceful was thy brow. Thy fare 
was like the suit after rain ; like the moon in the silence of the night, calm at 
the br. b^oftudHake w!icn the loud wind is 4aid." — O ssian. 

* • I * 

P ATRIOTISM, constancy, fortitude, and Intrepidity,, are 
the distinguishing traits of the British navy ; qualities inse- 
parable from that gallant profession ; but when these qualities are 
assqpiated in ail individual, with the gentlt‘'' virt’**'- i>i gener^stty 
humanity, opcrfcct^iirbanity of manner, and .lii the mild cour- 
tesies and accompB.shxnentsof the genllemaii, the exhibition of Sttch 
a character becomes almost a public duty.^ The ft^tlowino; sketch, 
tlverrforc, of the life and professional services of a distinguished 
oHiccr now living, is preij^nted to the public, in order that, by 
holding forth an example of existing and colcmporary excellence, 
it lay serve as'^ an honorable beacon to those youths who, on 
Cl cMng their profession; are in danger of l>eing wrt ked on the 
shoals of error, either from the baneful influence of ‘prejudice; 
defective edpeati^n, br evil example. 

Doubtless the most beneficial elFecU; result to youth, from record- 
the virtues and heroic deeds of the iliustriotis dead ; but, K is 
ni- 'r^^med, the biography of modern characters, and the illustra- 
i.on of. tl^cir merits, may more immediately ^and directly interest 
4^0 feelings, and influence the moral conduct of many novices in 
.dr ptofcssioii, who ere apt to imaging:! that it is move dih)(|(\lti.o 
.e great ai^rgdoS, and to acquire distinction in the prero^t than in 
lonncr tiiW^s ; .than which a 'moye erroneous notion ./aii'^iot exist, 
for they may be assured, tAat there is no period,' and no situation, 
wherein a steady adherence to the duties of their pro^ssion, into- 
grit^ cf f rinoiplc, patience in dangers, perseverance in diflicultie;:; 
goW judgment, humanity, 'and, above a'l a just and honorable 

JiJah, (Cljron Vol. XXXIX. b 



2 


VAVJVL Bior.ii4Pir 


conduct iovranls their brother oijSicers, will not lead to fair fame 
and honours, tind to iiniTcrsal respect and esteem. 

The folio wrig memoirs wiUTufilisb a striking application to tha 
foregoing remarhs. 

Captain Geprge Mnritly U the' third son of Edward Miller 
Mundy, Esq. ^of Sliiplcy Hijll; in Derbyshire, one oCjthc repre- 
sentatives for that county, and of Frances, daughter of Godfrey 
Meyncll, Esq. of Yeldcrsley, in the same county.* He was born 
on the 3d March, 1777, and at an early age was sent to Eton 
SchooU where he remained until the year 17811, when he was re- 
moved to the Royal Naval College at Portsmouth ; inhere having 
** completed his studies, he wc.s placed in his Ma jesfy’s’Trigate tht* 
Blanche, commanded, by Captain Christopher J’arkcr, father of 
the late Sir Peter Park e Bar who fopght so gallantly, and fell i 
so glori<?nsly in the late war with America. .During the short 
period of his services- under ‘that excellent ofilcer, Mr. Mundy 
experienced 'tbe’ rtiost i^jirkcd* kindness and “attention from him^ 
of which he has ever refined the most grateful recolleciion. i 
The Blanche having sailed for the We.>,t Indies, touched at 
Madeira t and ^rcucrifte^ • At the latter place, from long exposure 
to fatigue and uel during an excursion up the Ci>untr\ , Mr. MimcTy 
contracted a severe illness, Inch had increased to such a degree by 
the tinic the Pdaiuhe arrived at Antigua, J that his cap*tain deemed 
it advisable tq sei;d him back to England without loss of time, and / 
the IVrsc^rjcing about to sail, he returned home in her. * «, 

His nauve air having re-established ?ns health, he was appointed 
to the Victory, from whence lie was removed into the tJuno fri- 
gate, commanded by Captain •Samuel Ilood.S It was under that 
inestimable oilicrr, that our youth served, it may be said, the 
ap])renlico-hip of his profession ; and singulai' it would biivc been, 


if under Uia auspices^ of such a commander, he had noPadqnired 
^ ; S ’ 

* I^au account of !^»is oflicif's death, vide vol. p. ;il4; ami fimfnu, 

▼ol. xi./oiJt p. S?-' and at vol. \xkvii. pare 4J?, a*ii;-s</me arlniirabh' 

Laiin Lines to Memory. wr^Ue:* hs hi". ISrotlicr-jn-law, JViaMtr 

R. C. T/alUo, son of Sir George Dallas, L'lrt. aired only eleven ^'eara. 

+ Di£rcrfcni ViE’iTs'of the Ii>ltsnd of Madeira are g^ven in vob. j.x. p. 
an/n. p. 21:? j x.:viii. p, 

i«For a ViEv’of St. Johu’i. Harbour, Antigua, see N.C. vol. xi. p, , 

LLC. vol. xvii. p, 1, for a gortrait and uu.uioir of Sir Samuel 
fciV'»milc oi bclo*<^flini alter ihc los'/ofhis aim. f 
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that intimate knowleifgcof his dptics, and those^qualities of intre- 
jddity ’and firmness of mind, which so peculiaHy marked the cha- 
racter of that much lamented officer. , 

I Hairing, cruised some time in the Bay pf Biscay, the Juno joined 
Vice-admiral Lord Hood’s* fleets which on tfic*brcalving out of 
the French revolutionary war, proceeded to thef hlediterrancaii, 
and she was employed, with sonfe other frigates, to visit the ports 
of Genoa, Leghorn, and Naples, f and to giv a convoy from them 
to Smyrna. 

While in Genoa, the crews of the British ships had a serious 
fracas w'tJ^e crew of the French frigate Modesto, who came on , 
shore In a state of complete jntoxicafion, having been celebrating 
the horrid tenth of Augiftt, and attacked with their cutlasses the • 
British tars, who, having no other alms than boat-hooks and 
stretchers, gave them a sound drubbing, killing two of thi m. 

The squadron having visited Smyrna, and Malta, J the Juno 
,wfll detached from the latter placed up the Adriatic to Ancona, 
wbfre taking a convoy under her charge, she returned to Malta, 
and on the 3d of January, 1794, sailed for Tpul^,% in the har- 
bour of which place that memorable incident occurred, in which 
the character of tlie British seaman for cool intrepidity and daunt- 
less bravery ihone so conspicuous. For the particulars of this 
gallant affair, the reader w referred to Captain Hood's official U;- 
ter, 11 which for manliness and energy of style ca;lnu^be surpassed, 
•:ind which will ever prove a valuable ftcord of valour. 

After file above singular q^soape from Toulon, the Juho was em- 
ployed irf blockading Corsica until the siege of Fiorciuo, when 
'she was ordered, in concert with the Forfltnile, of 74 guns, to 
attack a marlello tower,*: mounting only guns j on which 
.occasion 4hey were repulsed with some loss on the part of thcj 
latter shi^. This !icw and formidable moilb of defence at once 
; '^oni?IirJ«and confounded our iKiva! officers. The coiiragC'pf our 

* For iacii*ir^f Aduwral jLoni x-l. n, p. 1 ; and at j/gft 40) u'' 

♦ '1. XI. will l»c touini an c\‘ i lleiuiv f :i{;ruvou pu.ir.iit of hii i ordship. 
t SiM.* N.C. vol. j), Ol. for \ juw of Naplos B.iy and ^louiU * -»\l 

p. lor (.'p \n r of t!ic IJay oi Naplt 5. 

*: Ip N.C. vol. vui. p. 121 . IS givfii a Vilw of Malta. ^ 

ii. pp. ‘JPr. '101, loi u CniAVii and \ ^£\l or 
i'a'e N.C. vol. p. . • 

'i Vjlv*’ uf a JMaUoilo J slc v\.l. w. . ’':7, 
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iars, however, was only increased by tlie resI^tance that was 
made. With incredible labotir aifd perseverance! they dragged can* 
/^:;n up the heights whiclr commanded the forts and martello tower, 
and St. Fiorenzo surrendered.* In all these operations, Mr. v 
bore a constant sh^rc. «*. ♦ * 

Soon after this, ou'r officer followed Captain Hood into L’Aiglc 
frigate, nhich was actively employed in assisting the besiegers of 
Bastia^ and Calvi. In October, 1794, L'Aiglc sailed for Leg- 
horn to refit, an& was employed, during the ten succeeding 
months, in cruising in the Archipelago, and protecting the Smyrna 
convoys. ^ 

• Mr. Muncly having now ccwnpleted the period of Hts sei^.iccs as 
midshipman, quitted his brave ca)rt.iiif with unfeigned regret, and 
proceeded to St. Fiorenzo^ where he wa» made lieutenant by Vice- 
admiral iiir John JerviSj-t then commanding the fleet, into the 
St. George Captain Peard, hL commission bearing date ^7lh 
January, lu this ship,^ which was engaged in the block?.de, 

of Toulon under Sir John Jervis, he continued untit the month of 

• i ^ 

July following, when he was removed into the Blenheim, Captaia 
Frederick, + • which ship, .soon after this period, accompanied the 
fleet to Corsica, and assisted at the evacuation of that island, la 
the latter end of November, the fleet sailed to Gibralar, 

In December, the fleet sailed for Lisbon ; aiul in tht middle of 
January, Sir J. Jervis, having rclifted liis fleet, sailed from the 
Tagus, and^arly in February was joined by six ships of. the line 
from Engl$)d, a most welcome and seasonable reinforcement, as 
he had receivetT information from cvcr\ vessel he hid spoken with, 
for several days past, that the Spanish licet was out, and within a 
’few leagues of him. 

On the morning of the 14th, the enemy were joyfully descried 
fiy the British fleet, aqdsoon after that glorious action commenced, 
which terminated so triumphantly in favor of the latter, -^hosc 
^promjs^tude of aciion, skill, and intrepidity unexampled, pre- 
vailed ov8|: a foe confident in his strength, and in his immense 

* See vol. M, |i (;K,«lbr H View of Bustia. * 

f Fur poriFriii find iiioiuoir oi Sir Julin Jervjs afterwarua £arl St. Vincent, tnO 
•readsr is rclcrrcu lo vol. >v. p. 1. 

t .Ia vol.xxxvn, N.C. p. 263, is a hidgranhical memoir of Captain, aAcr’I^ar^s 
"fCcar-admiral Thomas Lenux IrcderitL. 
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superiority of na^bd^s. The Blenheim was ainongst the ships 
most Varmly engaged, as her list of killed and wounded sufficiently 
iRd|{:ated ; viz, 12 of the former, ancjl 45 of the latter. At one" 
'period of. the action, she had a four-decked enemy’s ship on her 
larboard beam, a three-decker on her larbdafd quarter, and 
another ou her larboard bow, with three two-dediers a-stem of 
them, constantly firing upon her* 

The British* fleet sailed to Lisbon to refit, when Captain 
Frederick returning to England on his promotion, Lieutenant 
Miindy was remored into the Victory, in which he serred as 
fourth Heuljgnant until the latter end of July, when she was ordered 
home. He was immediatelj^ appointed to the Goliah, Captain 
Foley, and joined her on the night of the bombardment of Cadiz. 
The Goliah composed )}art of a squadron that was principally 
employed in blockading that port, which being reliered by the 
squadron under the command of Sir Roger Curtis,* sailed to join 
»Sir*Horatio Nelson’s *+ squadron ojOfTouloo. On their arriral oflf 
this port, they learnt that the grand Egyptian armament, under 
Buonaparte, had sailed from thence a few days befo|e. Sir Horatio 
Kelson immediately proceeded in quest of them, and after a pur- 
suit of most extraordinary diligence and perseverance, his unwearied 
labours were repaid, on the first of August, by the most glorious 
and decisive victory that ever was gained by the British navy. J 
So inariy detailed and accurate accounts have already been pub^ 
■fished of this action, that it would be superfluous here to.^nter info 
particulars thereof. Siiflicc it to say, that the Goliah had the 
distinguished honor to lead into action, which she did in great 
style, and attacked her opponent, Le Conquerant, followed by the 
Zealous, Captain Hood, nlio nobly seconded her, attacking Lc 
Guerricr,* who soon struck her colours. 

At the*awful period of the blowing up of L’Orient, many of 
thfl enmny^bad struck, but the action continued with the remainder 
until three«o’x’t«ck*in* the morning. ^ At daylight thc^gaHant 

* A portrait and memoir of Sir.Roger Curtis will he found in vol. vi. p. S6t. 

+ See N. C. vol.iu. p. 157, for portrait and biographical memoir of Admiral 
I/ifd Viscount Ncliion. ^ 

t Se^ N.C. vol. i. pp. 4S. 521. for an engraved View of the Action between Ilia 
French anS English fieels iti Aboukir Bay ; agd also oflicial and Other aceovnt' 
t>laiivi* to the action. 
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admiral found in liis possession the vvholc of\lic.sliips ^vhich lay to 
the northAvard eof •L’Orient. Le Merenre and L’Heurcux being 
observed a-ground, the Gol\^h and Theseus were ordered dowgi to 
engage them, when they struck their colours. TheGoliah suflerdd 
much in killed 'ahd wouiidcd, and Avas so severely cut up in her 
sails and rigging, that Avhen otdered to assist th3 Zealous in the 
pursuit Avhich she had gallantly Commenced of the two remaining 
Fron eh ships, Le Qenereux, and Guillaume Tell,* *she had not a 
single square sail to set. 

Our readers w'ill pardon us, if in this place we insert aji extract 
from a publication of Mr. Coleridge, the intimate frij^id of Cap- 
tain Ball, of the Alexander, detailii\g a very interesting incident 
relative to this action 

" In the plan of the battle of the Nile, it-'v-as Sir H. Nelson’s design, 
that Captains Ball and Troubridge+ should have led up the attack. The 
latter was strapded ; and the former, by acci»?ent of the wind, could not 
briiOg his ship into the line^pf batdc t:ll some lime after thceii^aijiementTiad ■ 
become general. With his characteristic foresight tand actixity of (whnl 
may not be intproperly called) practical iiiiagination, had ntudr ai range- 
ments to meet evcTy possible coiuiugency All the shrotitK and sail- of the 
ship not absolutely necessary fer its immedmie m inac;emcnt, nue the^ 
roughly \iettcd, and so rolled up, that they were a» hard, and as little 
inflanmuible, as so many solid cylinders of v\«>od. Every sjiilor had his 
appropriate place and function, and a certain nmnhor were appointed ns tho 
hremeii, whose sole duty it was to be on the watch if any part of the vessol 
slifHild.iakc firt , and to these » len ixcliisively the charge of extinguishing it* 
was commit ted. It was already dark when he brought h:s ship into action, 
and laid her alongside L'Onent. • 

One particular only I shall add to tlie known account of the meinoralde 
rngagemcDt between these two ships, and thin I received from Sir Alexander 
Ball himself. lie had jfl-eviously made a eouihnstible preparatior., but 
which, from the nature of the engagement to be expected, he haft purposed 
to reserve for the last emergency ; but just at the time when, frora'^everal 
symptoms, he had every re.osrm to believe that the enemy Vauld soSo 
strika^o him, one of the iieufenanis, without his knowledge, „^hreAv In the 
combustiCte matter, and this it was that occasioned the tremendous explo- 
sion of that vessel, wliich, wdtli the deep silence and iorcrruption of ’vh* 

* Soe vol. IV, p. for lui engraved Plate representing Lc Guiii&urae Teli> 
en the niorning\)f her capture, in her escape Irani Malta. 

^*+ For biographical uciuair aud^ portrait of Admiral Sir 'J hoinas TrojbriilAc, 
Bart, sec voj, xxiii.^p. 1 j am] Addenda to the inenioir, \o]. xxxvin. p.SAo. 
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eigagement that succeed^ to it, hb» been justly deemed the sublituest war 
incident .recorded in history. Yet th€ incident which followed, and which 
has not, I believe, been publicly made known, is scarcely less impressive', 
jhoujbh its sublimity is of a different descrijition. At the renewal of the 
k'^tlq, Captain Ball, though his ship was then on fire in three different 
places, laid her alongside a French eighty-four, and a second longer 
obstinate contest began. The firing ot? the part of tlie Ftlench ship having 
at length for some time slackened, and then altogether ceased, and yet no 
sign given of surrender, tbc senior lieutenant came to Captain Bull, and 
informed him that the liearts of his men were as good asever, but that they 
were so completely cKhausted, that they were scarcely capable of lifting an 
arm. Ileiaskcd therefore whether, as the enemy had ceased firing, tlie 
men miglj^ be«perniitt€d to lie down by their guns for a short time. After 
^ some reffcaion. Captain Ball acc0dccl,to the proposal, taking of course the 
proper precautions to rouse them again at the moment he thought requisite. 

T Accordingly, with the exception of himself, his officers, and the appointed 
watch, the ship's crew lay down, each in the place to which he was sta- 
tioned, and slept there twenty minutes. They were then, roused, and 
startt^d up (as Captain Ball expresses it) more like men out of an ambush 
than from sleep, so coinstantaneously did ibry ail obey the suininons. 
Tliey recommenced tfieir fire, and in a lew minutes the enemy surren« 
dcred ; and it was soon after discovered, that during tnat interval, and 
almost immediately after tbc French ship had first ceased firing, her crew 
had sun!, down by their guns, and ihuiosh'pt, almost by the .side, as it werCi 
of tbjir sleeping enemy/* 

To return to oUr narrative : — Tbc admiral having sailed with 
,*part of his fleet to Naples, left ihc Coliah, and two olher ships of 
flie line, in the Bay of Aboukir, where tlieir boats were employed 
in niany active services agafnst the armed vessels of the enemy, and 
in annoying his detaclimenis j^rocyeding to Alexandria. The 
(loliah soon after joined the admiral at Naples, and proceeded 
early in October to Malta, and commenced, ^in coujunction with 
• some othei*ships of the line, under the command of Captain Ball, 
the bloc*kade of that island. The Isle of Goza soon surrendered, 
biif ^alta^id not capitulate till after a bjockadc of two years ; it 
was starved ifita 3 surrender. 

The Goliah had not been on this station more than two months, 
when Lieutenant Mundy received the gratifying intelligence that 
. heVad been appointed by l4ord St. Vincent to the command of the 
Transfer brig, of 14 gnus, which he joined in the month of 
February, 1799. off Cadiz, which wjfs at that period blockaded 
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by the fleet under the commaudpf Lord Ketlhi During the whole 
time he commanj^ed this small Vessel, Captain Mundy was con. 

^’Aantly engaged in operations of ‘no small hazard and difiicttlty ; 
this duty falling Tcry heavy on him, on account of the great wijn't 
of frigates and small craTt'in the British fleet. Early in Marcli the 
Transfer sailed^ under the orders of the Majestic, to cruise on the 
coast of Spain, between Malaga and Cape de Gatte. A few days 
after they fell in ^with a polacca French privatedr, of the Bame 
force as the Transfer, and chase^d her into a small bay near the 
town of Salorna. Here she sheltered herself under a small circular 
fort of three long twenty-four pounders. The boats of tfic Majes* 
tic were sent in to destroy her, but were soon repulsed by the 
fort. The next moniuig the Transfer was signalled to covet the * 
boats in the attack. Captain Mundy lost no time in fulfilling his , 
<>'*d«rs5 made sail into the bay, and notwithstanding the great 
disparity of force, anchored with a spring on his cable a-breast of 
the fort. The boats boarded and set fire to the brig, fortunsfCel5i; 
without meeting the smallest resistance, the fort only firing one 

gun over the Transfer. ^ 

t • 

The Transfer rejoined the fleet off Cadiz * at the end of April, 
almost immediately after which, intelligence was received that tlie 
French fleet, of nineteen sail of the line, and several frigates, were 
close at hand, steering for Cadiz. Captain Mundy was ordered to 
look out to the westvrard, while the fled got under weigh. The.*^ 
next morning the wealhcT was thick and foggy, and when 
cleared, the Transfer found herself witliin two miles of two 
French frigates, by whom she was nearly captured, the whole 
of the enemy’s fleet appeared soon after. Lord Keith + inimc- 
diatcly endeavoured to dose with them, notwithstanding he found 
himself placed between two hostile fleets, superior ifi number. 
Fo^three days, ho^fcvcr, his attempts were bafllcd by ccmtiiiual 
;^e 3 bf wind, his ships frequently drifting very close td*the shore. 
AtMcn^th the enemy \vas seen going round IWalgar into the 
Straights, when the Iransfer was despatched with the infonnatiou 
to Lord St. Vincent, at Gibraltar* The fleet follow’edsoon after. 


* A ViKW of Cadiz from the southward is given in vcl. xxiii. p. 45, § • 
f See N.C. vol. X. j). 1, for pofuail and mcinoir of Admiral Lord Keith. 
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Cipjr. ^ Sho sailed froin, Spithcad in Jn]y^ 1803, and continned oil 
that anxious andlfatiguing service until the sunmer of 1804, during 
which period Captain Mundj, Ixy^his Tigilaace and activity, sue-* 
cce^cd in capturing throe armed vessels of the cnemy^ and in 
harassing and interrupting his various convoys. In the course of 
the winter,* the Hydra was several times in imminent cKinger of 
shipwreck, the service he was upon requiring liim to keep very 
close in with the shore, and the navigation on that coast being 
intricate, and dangerous in rough weather. 

Early in August, Captain Mundy sailed with convoy lo Malta, 
and joined Lord Nelson’s fleet off Si. Sebastian,^ on the coast of 
Spain, about the middle of October, ; soon after which, he 
*was ordered off JToulon, to watch die French fleet, under the orders 
of the Hon. Captain Capel, of the Pjicebe. From that period te 
was employed in a variety of services under Lord Nelson, until 
the beginning of April, 1805^ when, in consequence of intelli- 
gence arriving of the escape of (he. French ‘fleet from Toulatij^ 
he received the following order from his Lordship, a Jac^simile of 

whose signature we here present to the reader : — 

^ • . 

sin, Victory f Jpril (jih, 1805. 

I^roccfd as cxpcrlitiously as possible along ibe coast of S.irdinia, and off 
the Madalena T«^lnnils, but do nut go into llie harbour, or anchor; and 
send your boat no sltore tlir town ofMadulcna, to enquire if the gover* 
^or has seen or beard of the French flcei’s having |)asscd the Streighis of 
}>onafiicio ; you will* tlicii join cne oi't Palermo, whiclj is my next ren* 
dezvous, • ^ 

Afier leaving Sardinia, should you seq ilie Term:/ -lit or Ciiilders, you 
will Ancct liioiii to join me; ns rhis is a service of great unportance, I rely 
upon your e\ei lions lo cxeeuie it. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 



Cttptain jlfimidyY H. If-S' IJytlra, 

-Not having been able to >»bfaia any information of the enemy’s^ 
6cct, Captain Mundy fejoined i^rd Nelson, who having at length* 

*See v«l. p. 416» N.C. for ViLWof St. Sebastian ; and fot, Chart and 
Map of the same place, vuU. mu p. Ak 6 ; aud^ain. p.473« 
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obtained inidligcnce that, in conjunction iviih ihe Spanish tlect, it 
had passed the Strcights, immediately sailed in quest of it, leaving 
‘ Ihe Hydra iindcr the* orders 'of Vice-admiral CoHingwood, who 
l)rocced«d t?) blockade Ca^z harbour. On this duty he rciiiaiacd 
until the return of Lord-Ncisotrs fleet in October, when Admiral 
Collingwood took occasion to express himself thus haiftlsomely of 
Captain Mundy, in a letter to the gallant admiral I am 
extremely well pleased with Captain Mundy. Ilis vigilance and 
activity arc exemplary.* Those oply who know how to appreciate 
fair fame acquired by zealous and meritorious conduct, can estimate 
the value of tlic ‘ Laudari a laudato r/ro.’ ” This cheering anil 
animating feeling, oftentimes the only solace of the brave man, 
% men^ comcia recti , has for the most pari been the only 
rccom pence of the subject o£i the present memoir, through a long, 
and anxious series of services. Never having propitiated the blind 
and partial goddess, she never throw into his poucr the trade of 
his country's foes, whose capture has enriched and rendered indc« 
pendent so many of his brave associates in arms. liis has been a 
life of watching, fatigue, and persevering zeal ; and if ever be suc- 
ceeded in caj)turi.']g an enemy, it was an enemy with arms in his 
hands. 'J'o a mind animated with such feelings as Ins, what nAist 
have been his mortification, to be detached but a very few days 
previous to the ever-inemorablc action off Trafalgar, from his sta- 
tion ofl' Cadiz (where he was watching, undej* the orders of Cap- 
tain Blackwood, the enemy’s combined fleet), to Teluan and 
Gibraltar, to procure stores, water, and provisions, by which 

•i9 « ^ 

circumstance he was prevented being a partaker of the immortal 
glories of that day, that decis;vc day, whiih turned the destinies 
of Europe, gave a death blow to Buonaparte’s favorite scheme, 
gnd ardent hopes of obtaining the empire of the seas, and when the 
sun of Gallia’i naval glory set, perhap'S, for ever. 

Captain Mundy was now directed by Vice-admiral Lord Col- 
lingwood f tq cruise olTlho Spanish epast; and uccived a special 
order from him to take his station qft' Cadiz light-house,^ for the . 
» purpose of closely blockading that pau-t having the Moselle under 
his orders ; in the execution of which duU* his vigilance was.saoll 

* Vide Cljirkc's Life of Nei^ii. page . • • * 

f A purtraK and biogra|)IiicBl giciuoir of Vicc-adtniral Lord*Culliiigwoud^' wid 
be foundi vol. xv. p. ;^53. * 
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-rewarded by the capture of a fine n\an of war brig, which he took 
in face of her consorts, a squadron of frigate, which were in the 
night observed by hinoTmaking th^ir ‘escape from that harbour^ • 

The following is a copy of his official letter on the subject - 

MY LORD, H.M.S. ITj/drUf at ‘Sea, February 9.7th, 1B06. 

I have tile honor to represent, that at half-past 9 P.^. last evening, 
Cadiz light-house bearing east three miles, and standing in*shore with a 
strong easterly wind, we discovered the enemy’s squadi^m of frigates 
already outside of us, the Mozelie making the signal fvr them at the same 
moment. I instantly horc up, intending to steer on a parallel with the 
enemy, in order to watch their movements. We had the satisfaction to 
find that we gained upon tliem. At eleven, seeing they steered a steady 
course, I commenced firing alarm guns, ^ and throwing up rockets, and 

• ordered Captain Carden, wl^se attq^uion Lnd assistance has been very 
great during the short time kc has been under ray command, to st|er 

• W. by N. in order to give your Lordship^he intelligence* At two I found 
we had closed squadron considerably, in consequence of their having 
altered their course one point to ^|ie westward ; and on observing one of 
them to be much a-stern of tlie rest, I thought it very possible to cut her 
off ; therefore hauled up, and after a chase of ^wo hours, succccdeil in 
coming isp with her, she firing her broadside at our rigging, and surren- 
dered. I find her to he La Furct, French man of war hrig, commanded by 
Monsieur Demay, lieutenant de vaisscau, mounting •eiglueen long nine- 
pcyjnders, with a complement of one hundred and thirty- two mefi, only 
four years old, and of the largest dimensions, stored and lictualled for five 
months, of all species. Tlic remaining part of the squadron, at the lime 
we chased the above vessel, bore about S.K. by S. by compass, 40 miles 

^ from Cape St. Mary, and weic steering W.N.W, 

From the prisoncri, we learn that the squadron consisted of L’florteiisc, 
La Themis, La Rhin, and I/Hermione frigates, aiirkLc Furet, captured by 
his Majesty’s ship Hydra. Tliu frigates are prvjvisioned and stored for six 
months, and have each seven hundred men on board, the greater part 
soldiers. • I have the honor to be, ^:c. 


The R}»ht Uon Lo%d Col- 
lin^wooi, Corumander* 
nt-chief, iffm ^ 

In Abe end of March, Uic Hydra sailed with her prize to 
Gibraltar to refit, and havfng soon after quitted that port, fell inf 
with^ and captured, after a chase of two hundred and thirty miles, 
the Ar^onauta Spanish* schooner. She was a very fine vessel, and ^ 
was proceeding to Buenos Ayres wi^h despatches. In June folft 
lowing the Hydra was despatched to Sicily with a convoy of trans* 
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ports, having on board a brigade of infantry, under the command 
of the Hon. Brigadier^gcncral Meade. 

" In Septciyber she sailed ror<Aig4crs, with the British Consul- 
general ;«an:l in November rejoined Lord Colling wood. No par- 
ticular event occurred un,til the month of April, 1807, when Cap- 
tain Mundy was directed to reconnoitre Malaga. Prooeeding thi- 
ther, he fell in with a division of Spanish gwn.boats, which ho 
immediately attacked and dispersed, taking one, and driving 
another on shore.' The enemy lost an o dicer and fifty men. On 
the 16th of May he captured the Tigre Spanish schooner, letter of 
marque; and in the beginning of August following, while cruising 
off the coast of Catalonia, bp chased three armed polaccas into the 
harbour of Bogu, all of which w-cre captured, after a most gallant 
conflict, the boats of the il^ dra landing, and taking possession of 
the fort, mounting four twcnly-six pounders. For this dashing 
enterprise, the Committee for the Patriotic Fund presented Cap- 
tain Mundy with a sword, vplue one hundred guineas. 

Wc cannot withhold from our readers Captain Mnndy’s interest- 
ing report of the action to Vice-admiral Lord Collingwocd, with 
his Lordship’s reply, together with Rear-admiral Purvis’s letter, 
expressive of the ajiprobatlon of the Lords Cominissioncri of the 
Admiralty, who, very much to their credit, immediately made 
Lieutenant Drury a commander, for his gallant conduct on tlie 
occasion. 

MY LORD, ffi/dra, at Sea^ ^ih August, 1807. 

I have the honor to relate, tiiat 1 chased three armed pulaccus into the 
harbour of Begu, on the coast of Catalonia, late last iiiiritt, and iiaviiig re- 
connoitred this morning, deemed an attempt on them pruclicuble, although 
under the close protection of u battery and tower. 

Ac fifty minutes after noon the ship was anciiorcd, with springs on the 
cables, at the entrance of the port, and began the attack. A smart Hre 
was returned by ,»he enemy, which however considerably slackeiie.d, after 
somewhat more than an hour’s action ; oii perceivin^^ which, 1 ordered a 
party of 60 se'unen and marines^ undtr the command of the second 
lieutenant, Mr. Drury, with Lieutenants Iluyes and Prageliy, of the cdo* 
rincs, Mr. Finlaison, midshipimtn, Mr. (/oddard (clerk), volunteer, and 
^Alr. Bnyley, ussibtant'Surgeon, to land on^lhe flank of tlie enemy, and 
drive them from their guns, keeping up a heuvy.fire from the Hydr:. to 
cover the boats. Notwiihsiandiiig our endeavours to draw the particular 
4 attention of the battLry, the detachment were sbon exposed to a cross dis- 
chai];e of iangrage from the slipping and fort, as well as musketry from 
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Ihe rocks. Unshaken,, however, they advanced ; and Laving mounted the 
cliff, which was fflost difficult of access, they attacked the fort with such 
intrepidity, that the enemy did not t|^iu)c proper ,tu await their closing, but 
spiking the guns, rushed out on the one side as our brave ^llows entered 
at^the other. The battery contained four twenty-six pounders. This gal- 
lant achievement gave roe an opportunity of employing the broadside solely 
on tiie vessels, from which a constant fire was still kept on oOr people on 
shore. On gaining the guns, Mr. Drury advanced wTih the seamen and a 
few marines to the town, leaving Mr. Hayes and his partyiktn retain them, 
and to occupy the heights that commanded the dcck^ of the vessels, and 
from which he could annoy the enemy, who were in great numbers on the 
opposite side of the harbour, which is extremely narrow. As soon as the 
town was cleared of the rneiny, the crews abandoned their vc<»sels, but 
formed in groups of musketry among the rocks and bushes, firing on the , 
seamen who bad now seized the boats on tbe bcacli, and were boarding ibe 

* polaccas, while ciijotlier party of the*eneiny had gained a height above the 
marines, and kept them contiiiually eiigj^gcd, notwithstanding some guns 

*were kept playing on them from the Hydra. 

• At half-past ^hree, observing Mr. Drury in full possession of tbe vessels, 

I sent the rest of the boats underl.ieutenant Little, to assist in towing them 
out ; and at four had the satisfaction of sfeing them rounding the point, 
when the marines re-embarked, under a heavy discharge of musketry, the 
enemy having collected their whole force to harass tlieir retreat. 

When 1 review the circumstances attending t^ie* embarkation of this 
handful of men, and reflect on the many difficulties they had to surmount 
in *an attack on a fort strongly defended by nature as well as art, then 
opposed to more than three times their owm force for two hours, succeeding 
in possessing themselves of the vessels, and deliberately laying out 
hawsers to the very rocks that were occupied by the enemy, and warping 
*tliein out against a|Tresh breeze exposed to a galling fire of musketry. 

I feel perfectly incapable of writing a pancs^yric i?qiial to their merits, 
but it has not required this exploit to stamp these officeis with the charac- 
ter of cool judgment and determined bravery. During the term of four 
years, I have witnessed frequent instances of tlic gallantry of Lieutenants 
Drury and Hayes, and Lieuteimiil Pengelly (though not of so long a stand- 
ing in the Hydra), has ever been a volunteer on such services. I have also 
the.greatest pleasure in adding, that the ahovc-inetitioncd officers speak in 
enthusiastic terms of the behaviour of all employed under iheiu. To your 
Lordship's notice and* proteciion, therefore, 1 beg most stiongly to recom- 
mend them.* - • 

• . • ... * 

1 «further lake the liberty of soliciting your Lordsliip's interest with 
the Lordj^ Commissioners of the Admiralty, in favour of the promotion of 
Deiitenanc Drury, of whose z^at and abilities ns an officer I have tbe * 
higficst opinion. • 

• TlieJconduct of the rest of the offirers and ship's company fully equalled 
my 'utinosi wishps ; to the tremendous fire they kept up 1 attribute the 
siualliicss of our loss and damage, yainely, «>ne killed, and two wounded 
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on board, and Tour wounded of thp detachment* The fora and miien-top- 
masts, and fore-top-safi yard shot Through, a few Shot in the hull, and the 
* rigeing triflingly cut, is ^11 the dainage. r 

To Mr. ]Jl‘Kenzie, the firgt lieutenant, who has served with me the 
whole of the war, I feel much indebted, for liis assistance in this Ultei 
enterprise. 

A ciesciipiion of tim captured vessels, and the names of the killed and 
wounded, I enclosfe for your Lordship’s information ; ai»d have the satis- 
faction to staff* that the Prince Eugene privateer was commanded by the 
famous Bevastro, yvho has long been the terror of our privateers, and very 
destructive to onr trade. "J he Caroline was commanded by his brother, 
and both vessels were returning to Marseilles. 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, 6iC. 

tjfiu 


A List of Vessels captured tj H.M.S. H^dra, August 7 thy 1807. 


Names. 

Description. 

i ;i!i4i 

'0 d.1 

' i * 

Remarks. 

Prince Eugene 

Ship. 1 

l;iO 'lt)| \i \ 

Piciced for '^0. 

Belle Caroline 

Brig. 

40 jlO 9 1 

Ditto M. 

Hosurio — 

Brig. 

20 1 ■) 6 ; 
ill! 

Ditto 10. 



Hight Hon. Lord CotUagL.oi)d,i\c. 


. Tn 


BiYaow, offSicUj/y VMh Oct oUr 1S07. 

I received with infinite satisfaction your Juiter of ilic 7ili of August, 
relating vour proceedings nii that day, when yon attaclvcil and captured 
ihree of the cnciny’h armed ships i:i the Ihirt. of hciru, n here they were 
securely moored in a narrciW harbour, and delmried h) si hsuierv of con- 
siderable force. 'J'lic Lodlanti v I'sth u lneh this sen ice was achieved in all 
its parts, both on hoard the JJy i'a, and I>v li.e parly which landed under 
Lieutenant Drury’s cominand, wsis worthy ui Jie judicious arrangement 
wliicli vvas inatlc at the comiiK uceniuit, smd will doul>(le^s be as highly 
Latibfiictorv to the !.ords Coiimds'ioucrs of tliu Admiialty, us it is gratifying 
CO me to lay tiic high iijci its ul the olliccrs and ship’s company of tltc 
Hydra before their Lordships. • 

lam, Sii\ will) great esteem, * ^ 

Your obedient huuible Sesvant, *• 



Captain Muncl^t Hudra» 
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SIR, . AUa\^ off" Cadiz, tiOth Oclohcr, 1807 . 

tlaviiiij; transjTiitred lb iny Lords Coininissioner'sJM’ the Adiiiirulty a copy 
of your letter to Lord (’(/Witiiiwood, .flntefl 7th o£ August hy*t. giving hi* 
Lordship an account ol' the very gallant atta^^k iniide hv you t]it* d^ay before 
in iTib Majo'^iy’s ship Hydra, on three of the enemy’s ]>rivatccrs, which had 
been chased into the Spanish port of IJegu, au*d by a |)art y of the seamen 
and marines* under the dncctioii of Lieutenant Diniy, '\ho Rfier having 
gamed posser.shni of the battery which defended the fiarhrjur, and driven 
lilt enemy from the town, siirreeilcd in capturing and hriUcing away the 
aho\e privateers, with a trifling lo>s on the part of dthc captors, 1 have 
their J.ordsinps’ diiections to expre^ toyoti ihcir sali.sfai tion at, the success- 
ful maimer in which lliis ciitcrpil-ing attempt has hem pl-imicd and 
executed ; and their h'gh appnihalioii of the good conduct ami g.illantry 
dl'»played hy you and the olllccis :md men of the IJydia, and pariiculurly 
^by L’euteiiaiit Drury, and Jk* other juilicers, seamen, and niaiincs, who 
were engaged witR him on this 0141 asion, to all of wliom you will he pleased 
to make known iheir Lordships’ high appi#hali«>n. 


Cujdaiii 'Mv)iihf, IJ^dni. 


I have the honor to he, 



Chijdjin Miindy coiiliiiuod to rrnisc ofl' (he Sjamish coBst, and 
rcimined on this scrHcc untIMhc 'J7<h of Fcl^niary, ISC ', when 
having been stationed otf C’aiih.igcn.i to walch th(‘ (‘H'lny’s 
stjiiadron, whicli, if was apprehended, would niake an alfenipt to 
form a junction with the combined llecfs in Cadi/, he desc'ied at 
sun-rise on tliat day wx ships of the litte standing out of (he harbour* 
Aware of the impJrtance of ascei taining (he niemy’s desiination, 
he diligCMifly follow'ed their inorenieil(s, and allhongh from foggy 
and blowing weather, and other iinloward circumsfanccs. he fre- 
ijueiiMy lost siglif of theuT, yet b> dint of per‘'evcraiicc, and good 
judgment, he succeeded in dogging them into Ihilma liay, in the 
islaiyi of Majovea, on the ICth, from whi'iice, liaving watched 
their movements unjlil tlic 2oth, and not jji rcelved afiv disposition 
on their pa^^t to slip, ho sailed for CubiMiiar to complete his ship, 
■whie’n v\as ii^walit of fifll, and to repair. 

The Hydra, however, from the circniu'-tances of her iiaving faen 
so long a float, had by this ^iine lieconie scarcely’ sjm-w ortii; , so 
(hat a, temporary rcpair'licing considered iiiMihicient, l^ord Col- 
lingwo^d found if expeditfut fo send her home, and Hie arrived in 
England Jli tiieViiddlo of .Inly, Avith a^ootnoy of upwards of one 


iialLCfjron. Voi. XXXIX. o 
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hundred vessels under her prohcction, and brlpgipg home Major* 
general Sir Charles Gbeen from Malta. , 

The Hydra having undergone a cumplotc rcjiair, Capla'm Mundy 
sailed again in the month of November, with convoy for the 
Mediterranean ; and soon after his arrival there, he wjs ap|)ointed 
by Lord Colling wood to a serviee of great importance and difli- 
ciiJty, in whi/di, during the long |K*riod of its continuance, he dis- 
played his accustomed /.eal and intelligence. 

Doing despatched with the J.eoiiidiLs and some smaller armed 
YCSsels iinJer his orders, to the eoa.^t of C«italoni4i, for the purpose 
of a-isisting, and giving countenance to the Spaniards, who had 
manifested much coiinigc and resistance to the French forces in 
that province, Captain Miind> commenced his operations by 
attacking and intercepting the enemy’s convoys and detachments 
passing from the ea'>tward to Darcelutia. The folio ving is his first 
report to J^ord Collingwood : — 

Ml ToiJi), '' tt! am hoi Mnsmtn, Feb. 1, 1809. 

Accordmj; \>nli the orders of \hce ndinirart horiihorougf), T hftvesent the 
Cyanc to Miiiorra, to receive any iii'»iriictinws tir ordeis that may be there 
forme; and I lake the oeca!>ion to icpresent to your Lorrishtp, that on 
recciviiii; iniorin.eioa on the 30th hist, that the Freach troops iincior the 
C(»vernor (*f liaic • loan, t*eiicTal kereJii, had taken |»ossf ssion of iMatnro 
but two days i)c forc’, 1 iiiuitediateiy shaped a course for tliat place ; bat 
oh.scrvias: a parly »>t Freiu h electing a l»Httcry *01 Mongat, I anchored the 
slup^, and dro^e them from thtir woik; and tiiuiiirg that tiie station was 
extremely eiigildc' in point of prcvcrilmg the plunder iliid amiUDaitioii of the 
army from gett/ng to llau elotia, as wc completely (omiutuKhd ihc beach 
over which all cariiages must pass, as ^^ell as the hi idge of JMiMigrn, 1 deter- 
mined to retain the aiicliorage, more especially a*' it appeared lo give spirit 
and encourageincMl to tite SinHrtmes, an aiiTud peasantry, who are m con- 
siderable numl)er”j on the hills, and had already began to haiU'^s the 
enemy, winch weie by us forced to rake a route more inland. 

On tlic fn-'t of tlie iminlh, (Jciicral lAcehi, with several hundred infantry 
and cav alry, made an attempt to get along the beach ^ but our fire turned 
biin up the ('oniitry, wimre he* met with so warm a reception, that be got 
with great didieidly to Ibircclona.* The same evening I rcr^*jvrd iMfo'*m8- 
tinii that forty waggons, laden widi the plunder of the King's store nt 
«.]\]ataro, coiitaining llmir, coin, tic. \c. .wire to pass during the night 
along the beacii, under a strong escort. I ihrri;rore sent the boats of the 
Hydra, under ihe first iieiitemiiit, *Mr. Hawkins,* to lay on the beach 

» — * ^ 

* Tills gtilbiit iillicer was alicrwanU fir'll iirulenuiit of the T'^iidyiiiido, and lost 
his life in a daring attack on a privateer oif liie coast of America, in tlic bouts of 
that ship. 
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♦ictween the villn^es o/.Masnan and Promia, to look out for them, tliose of 
the Leonidas herng In tlm westward* of Monpup to prevent artillery or 
cavalry from passin<; inan Barcelona. . At aboyt 0 P.M. the cavalry ai^l 
were iieard, and the boats had ^he j’ood fortune to ^et within 
twtiuty yards of tliein heforc they were discovered ; and having given them 
several roiMuls of carroiiadi s, the people IntMlcd, tlr(ive the escort, con- 
sisting of noar two hundrcMl men, and seized some waii^ons laden with flour, 
killed two rnira^seurs and their horses, and wouiidctf forty men, and all 
the dnuighr hoises, I nni happy to state, without loss or h^jrt on our side. 
The rest of ilic waggons returned to Mataro. Every yight since the boats 
have been in the <'aiijt' station, under the diiection of !\lr. Hawkins, and 
have eui'ii night killed some of the patroller, generaily cavalry. The 
enemy have like\vi.,e lo'.t great number of men by the peasant ry since we 
have been at the anchoiagc. ^ 

^ I calculate it at 'Ji)0 m .died, prisoners, wounded, and deserters, and 
20 h«}is( s; aiul*iiad I had at j^rst a disposable foicc ot fnc hnndrod men, 

^ witli the assi'.timcc of the Simoiines, 1 iim sure we -should have increased 
the enemyS los^ to fi\e times the niiml er. The Oennun and Italian troops 
"desert homlv ;^n)d ii is evideiR that the T rench army in ilii’' fjuaitcr are 
much m want of provisions, wlnrli has iiidiiced tlieir gtneral to attack 
Mataro, in order to proiule Ins iKiops wfili hicad. IJowewer, if the wta- 
tlier coiitjimes moderate, T tiust we shall he able to pri vent hi>« getting 
much of the filunder to Barcelona, (’aptam S^ivnes Ini' hecMi einployi'cl m 
cmharKing, and cuiooMiig the aitdlery ol the ^hn(|^lls de i.agoscV army 
from St. h'lion to Jarragona. By the ch-^erters we loam that (»ener.ll 
Lecchi certainly inttMids to eiacuaic Mataro, as soon as he can got the 
plunder from it. 

I have written the Captain-general, Beding, a statement of the business, 
i|f winch I am surprised to fimi he ts enliielv ignorant. 

I 1 ha\e the honor to he, See. 


Yicr^nihinrnt Lord 

■ 

In all his succt;eding reports, Captain Miindy hon* mnpk* testi- 
mony to (he liable ainUg'iIIant spirit of ^he Siinot no**, whom he had 

Vonstantly supplied witli siuh arms and aminiiiiition as ho could 

• * • 

obtain for them, which wa^ the means of prolonging that obstinate* 
resistance uhirh was in.id ’ In' the irregulars of the province ; and 
as lie conceived tlnil t|;c Spanish aulhoritit*s did not do suilieieiit 
justice fb the •exertions made by that s['irited people, his humanity* 
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was ever at work to advocate their cause, as' wilk a])pear ‘by ono 
of the following Icttcls addressed to the of MaCaro 


r Uiii Brilanniv I\fojesh/s Sfnit the fli/dni, al awQ/ior 

EXCELLLXT SIRS, * iff Mitrch IHoQ. 

I have ilie Iioik)!* lo send sucli ammunition as can he spared from hi? 
JMajesly's ship iind^r my command, and wish it \^a 3 moic equal to tho 
giiiteful scnice it will be employed upon, that of liarassing the incendiary 
J^ecchi,* on Ins return from Spain, in which, I trust, the province of Cata- 
lonia will shew ih&msclves worthy of being nlhed ni tlir great and just 
cause with the heroes of Saragossa. — (jft'iulemcu of the .Imila, I call upoii^'^ 
you, in the name of my country, that country which has shewn an unalter- 
able attachment and /cal for your welfare, to exert the inmost of your 
power in laismg the whole populace of Catalonia to haia-<.s the retreat of 
the army of Napoleon ; indeed not only l(>^ harass, hut, to prevent their 
return to I'raiicc : for it would he an cvcrlflsting stain on Catalonia, were 
f»he to permit tlujsc monsters who have plundered and ravaged her eilies' 
and cottages for more than two years, to repass in tranquillity the ryiciiicap 
jnoimtains, that harrier given by the Almighty to Spam. 

It remains nmv for me to ronj^.i atulate your Fxcollencies on llie present 
promising and haj»py clir.nge in ufl'airb, and I have the honor to L>i:,+ ike. 


To iiiC J until of ^laluron 




Sia, Ih/iha, off limlahmuj G//;, 1009. 

I have long refrained from making any rcnrarlistm the troatniciit of the 
people of Ihulalona, trusting that the just rlfpresent at ions of those people 
appointed by law as liie Heads of the village, had hecii ]isicu6d''to by the 
Junta of Mataro, and their sufFeiiugs alleviated, fjowever, obboiviugiid 
symptom of chan j;c in ihclr favour, but on the coiftiary, that everyday 
bi •ings forth some new and fresh mark of severity ttovards ih.if imfoitunate 
people, I am mcimed to suspect that this must aiisc from wioiig and invi- 
dious iTprc^^entatioiii having heeu made of iheit coiidiici. linder .such con- 
viction, thcicfoie, 1 take upon me to address you on this iiileicsiing sub- 
ject; and, firsts will state, that my upiiiioii of the zeal and conduct of the 
people of iladaloiia is even better (ban wbeu J last bad the honor to address . 
you rcspccilnii; ihciii and the then oliiciaCtiig Duilhe. When you appointed 
the present Heads of the village, }Ou promised that the people sltould have 
asurticieiuy ti^livc upon, ihc^ Baillic being ordered lo give permits accord- 
ing to the necessities of the luhidlHtanls. This lias not ticeic the case'; for 
theguaid at Mongat have generally sciyipled to allow to jiass ^vliat was. 
granted hy tlic permit, and have actually refu.sed more than sixiy-four 


* General Lccciii hud evnciratcd Blularo, destroying the Dour, Luirmiig and ' 
ravDgaij^, as iisiuil, in liis retieul. * 

f In reply, il.e Junta inloiinr/I Captair^ Muiidy, that lliey had published his 
address, and given it circulaiion in the province. 
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loaves to pass in a 4 lay. ' I shall ask, Sk, whether any man can put his 
hand upon Ins heart, and declare upon his hoiiourr tliat he considers that 
quantity a suBicicitcy Tor fiic f.iniilies 6)iftained iif the viila;>o»of’ Uadalona* 
coi:|,sibtint; of near six hundred houses? • • 

You require the ihulalonians to furnish boats for letters, despatches, qr 
any tiiat may occur for the public service, and this, wiihunt allowing 
frurticieiit to eat. I only ask, is it justice to starve tlien^ ? 

You require the Simotincs of [hidalona to leave the advanced post on the 
river ficsos, where tln-y aie stationed hetween the cnemy^and llieir own 
houses, families, and every thiiii; that is dear to them,* and order them to 
serve two miles in the rear, withonf placing others to occupy a post one foot 
ill advance towanK the enemy fiom Badahuia. Yes, J know that for a few 
days a picket was placed i/t open lUtu on tins side of the n\cr, and one of 
tliOse pickets, composf d of the mhahitants gf M.itaro, h U that post, made 
• use of rlieir arms^to force tile people ihulalooa rocmii.u k ilum, and con- 
vey them on hoaiiili.s BrilaimK^Majesty’') ship unthr my coinmanil, under 
Jthe impudent pretence of having husiiiess«wiiii me. A hccoming substitute 
4 for the ltard> ni|^ vigdunt Itadalonians, v\ho night and day watched on the 
Ollier side of the liver, and under ihe very wa!!'» of the c.lackl of M.Cailo'. 
Had I acted with lunfthe mihtaiv scwc'iity towards Uiprn lhaf the unloilu- 
iiate Jlatlalonians have met with, for wishing to rc^^iain the advanced guard, 
I should have sent the whole picket under u guaid to rvlauiio, as soldicis 
who had de''eited tlu ir fmst. 

You have now disaimctJ ihc .Siinotines of Dadaigna, petit of whom had 
hcigi liirm^hcMl v\itli anus liy Captain Taylor,* my predecessor, who had 
the intelligence to see ilnough the daik clouds of clamour and accusation 
against tliat union uiiate people, and to discover that the} were not sur- 
passed 111 zeal and patrnUisiiftiy any of their iitiglibMirs. By so floing, you 
have deprived me of the only aid 1 possessed m the arduous tui^k of hiock- 
’iidmg Barcelona, and defending the coast against the ailvanccs of the 
enemy, as \ou must he well aware that L have iK) assistance from the 
Spanisii navy. 

Having staled these few instances of what appears to me to be Hat/ 
Policy^ and having made ihvsc leprc^ent^l lions under u conviction that they 
arc just and tiue, and tor the good of the cause m which the two nations 
arc mutually cmhaikcd, 1 beg t«> aamio yon, iliac there is nothing meant 
• pci*jonaily in it, hut tliitt it is addressed to you ns Supieme of the Junta of 
the distrrcL, and ^ • 

^ , 1 have the hohour to be, &c. 

» To iiic Supreme of the J unlit ^ fj. tyfiundii^ 

i^Miiluiu. , U ' J 

Had Capfaiii mule’s persevering exertions on this coast hcea 
. met by a corresponding energy on the part of Ihe Spanish leaders, 

* Tins <oni»hU and ficcuniplishi'd olhi tT \ia:i suidc time allcrv\Mrds' iinioriii- 
naicly druwncd m ihc harbour of Utnidisi, w4ule reluruiiig lu Ins sh.p irum the 
shore. 
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and the enthnsiastic spirit of Jthe peasantry been seconded by able 
and active commanders, there is little doubt but that by a co* 
bperation &uch as was proposbd by Captain Mundy to General 
Reding, the commander of the forces, the city of Barcelona, rand 
the fort of Montjui, would ultimately have been compelled to siir^ 
render, and the French army forced to evacuate that province. 
Bat such was the apathy and inactivity of the Spanish leaders, that 
although tl^G very animating and manly appeal addressed to the 
Junta in the first of the preceding letters, w'as printed and circu..;^ 
tated with c^||)lcnt effect, yet treachery thwarted, and incapacity 
paralysed, the ardent energies of the people, and the ('ranch 
general, Lccchi, was permitted to escape from Barcelona to Vich 
unmolested ; nor was any attciiVpt made on Barcelona, notwith- 
•tanding the garrison remainrng in that fort amounted to no more 
than two thousand five hundred men. 

Mortified as he was at such imbecile conduct on the |)art of his 
allies, Captain Miindy was nevertheless indefatigable in his exer* 
tions in the general cause, and by a spirited proclamation addressed 
to the Italian and German troops in the French army, promising 
protection on hoard the squadron, many %?re induml to desert, 
who were convened to Italy. 

On the 26th April, 1810, while on lu^ station off Badalona, a 
squadron of the enemy’s ships of the lii^, ^^ith a numb^ of tians. 
ports, ivas observed standing in for Barcelona. A sWOp of war 
was instantly despatched with the intelligence tu Lord Colliiigwood, 
while the Hydra watched their movements. His Lordship, iinrnc- 
diately on receiving the intelligence, sailed from Port Mahon, and 
arrived off Toulon on the first of May, where he found the Leoni- 
das, which having by Captain M undo’s orders accompanied the 
enemy on their return from Barcelona, had seen (hern into Toulon 
on the evening of the 30lh of April. The eu'Moy had thus escaped 
his Lordship's fleet by a very few^ hours. On this occasion Lord 
Collingwood expressed himself Jtighly satisfied with (&raptain Mnn- 
dy’s vigilance and promptness in itlakiiig him acquuiutlt> w ith the 
enemy’s movemenfs. 

On the 9th of May, a proposition hus made to Captain Mundy, . 
by the commander of the Sjianish forces, to co-gperat^^ with him 
in an attack on the forts'' of McKitjiii and Barcelona, which wag 
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agreed to on lha«|»art or Captain Mundy. T|ie following extract 
from liis report to Lon] Collingwpo(l on th^ subject, will suffici*v 
cntly explain why the attack did not take place ; and \jfill serve to 
demonstrate with what description of allies our gallant oiheer had 
to unite his services, how little reliance could be placed. on their 
•xertions, and how hopeless were all his views .Aid clforts, under 
such circumstances, to effect any thing substantially favorable to 
the general cause. Tin? Simotines, indeed, had always displayed 
much spirit and activity, and seldom neglected an ^||^portuni(y of 
attacking the enemy ; but without the aid of regulai^ troops, and 
without diseipline, they could accomplish no very essential 
service. ^ « 

MY LORD, ilydrUy off Burceltma, Moj/ 13///, 1809. 

0:i lUe «iay of the Apollo and Aliiistrcl joining me, and of the fleet 
appearing otT, 1 ondcavoured to coniniiinicate with your Lordship, to ex- 
plain a plan of attack on llarccloiut, which had been submittrr[ to ray con- 
sideration, the outline of which was, tlia^ tlie ollicer in Montjni being 
bought over, three or four hundred Spaniards werC to proceed by night up 
to tliHt foAross, and take possession, being provided however against any 
treachery on the part of the I'rench, • 

On getting footing, the Spaniards were to commcnfic a fire on the Torro- 
sana^ and gate of St. Antonio, on which the inhabitants were to rise, and 
seizing the vaiious gates looking towards the land, were to let in Lieutenant- 
colonel Claros, with five hundred cavalry, and a strong force of Miguelets, 
and other tjp^ps. At the same iiionieiit the ships were to commence an 
attack on fb*^>citadel, to keep that garrison from lending their aid to those . 
troops who were in thcjtown. 

This all appealed very well, provided every one acted his part. How- 
ever, I did not consider the plan as definitively settled ; but, on my return 
the next evening, 1 found that a letter had been received by Captain Tay- 
lor, from the coinniaiiders ol*ilie troops, stating “ their full determination 
tf) attack the place at eleven at night,” and requiring the assistance of the 
ships. The answer was rciiirncd, ** that the ships would do their part, and 
lie aft heir station, provided the wind and weather permitted them.” To 
secure n diVersion on the side of the citadel in case of calm, or the wind 
not answcriiii^ for the ships, 1 sent tlie carronadc boats, and two Spanish 
gun-boats, to tuketfi positioti close iii-sliore, with orders to commence a fire 
on Sl Carlos, dii observing the appointed signal at Montjui or the town. 
About ten* the wind came off thc*laiid ; I weighed, but at half-past one 
iinding no attack, and the wind dying away, 1 anchored. No symptom of 
attack did take j.lace; and rroiii what 1 have since learnt, it is most fortu- 
'iiatefor rhe inhabitants tliat Jt did not. It appears, that the garrison of 
Montjui was relieved on the day before, therefore that part of the plan 
was done away with ; and 1 iinderstsnid, us if with an inteiitioii of marring 
tlie whole affair, thut Geticral Coopigny hud ordered (but tlic day before) 
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one oFhis aides-de-camp to proceed to Moulins de and taliC tlie cott* 
maud of the whole. imaginary laurels of the other chiefs now vanished 
^rom their siahi, and “ 4ike true S|)anish Patriots,” they fletermined within 
theuisclvet,, cthat through their assistance tljc iitmclcoinc aidc-de camp 
should not gain the wreath. They acnirdingly threw every dllliciilty in his 
way. Moreover, Colonel "Green informs mo, that t!)is cominamier was 
quite appalled at tlie miscralile handitti wlileh laid been placed iindei- his 
orders. It consisted of two hundred Imssars, tlic srnm of a Spanish 
regiment, so«/.e IMiuULlels, and t!ie rest Snnoiinc's. lint, mv Loid, tho 
reply that was madr by the officer at the liead of Ceiirral Coujngny’s stall, 
to the inquiry of Colour 1 (ircen, “ what were hlvcly to he the mrnemcnls 
of the Spanish #rtiy ol ’Tanagona,” will hrlteresplain loyonr J.ord»liip the 
style of acu'in, and inaiirici or iliinking of llie general and his ndvisers, 
than ifl wire to write volumes; I'iz. “ Tliat llu' troops would not change 
their rjuarlors, uniil the lesisft' of the attack on ihirr'tloii.i should be 
known.” So that ten ll^ou^alH^ legular irikips ui ic to te^fl upon ilieir arms, 
and look on, uhile a hniidl'til ofaiinned peasantry should attack one of ihc 
Strongest foili Cases in the Spanish dominions.” 

On the 1 llh of July, Caplain ^lundy writes thus to Lord 
Colling wood ; — » 

MY tomi, Hj/didf at anchor off ]><(dulon(iy 1 illi Jnh,, 1001). 

I have the honor to report, tliat the I rencli general, Dnhesnie, ramc 
out of Ijarceioiia on the night of tlie 7t!i instant, with a loiee of near two 
ihoiis'aiid troojis, two liowji/ers, and ilwee lit Id pa ces, am! iiuly tlie next 
morning occupied llit heights in t!ie rear of M.nlalona ami Moi»gat, also 
tiiosc vdUiges. Ills intention w. is to ha\c sui[ui^(m 1 ami snrruunded the 
inhnbitatits ol that part of tlie ccuintry, and to bav|; lotctil them to rejuiir 
the bridge and bioken roads of Mongat, in oi(!er that be miglit get bis 
arlillerv tovxnrds M.ilaro, ami oeeupy tbe coast. Tin, Sjjainards, li-)we\er, 
got previous iiolU-C of Jus prr>ject, ami ijujlti/ig their habiititioii'*, iled to lliu 
Tiiouiitaiiis. 'J lie enemy did not .ippear in an\ number until some hours 
after day-hreak, ami wisen discoxeied, weie Only in snrdl detaeliincnt'*. 
7'hc carronadc bivats under the onl^ rs of Luntemuit I! iwkins were sent to 
annoy them, whicli servic e was perloriiif ii wiib "Uth ell'cct, tliat the enemy 
was obliged to hring the w hole o: Ins artillery ou the beat h to their 'Viip* 
port. Ulie boats returned the tire with their usiial llrnnit ss. ' I iinme- 
diat< ly weighed to cover thoiii, ami wiih a few' woll-dircet^d hioadsides 
obliged the guns to make precipitate rctieaU into BM'.rccluiia, and with 
Some loss. ** 

T he Tiejirh troops now appeared in great force, and the ship 'and boatjt 
kept up a coiistanl tire on them unli! sun-^et, while tlie Simoiiiies resi.siii] 
their advaiites. We had llie inisforiuiie to ^lavc two men wounded by 
musketry in the boats. . 

On the 9th the enemy still retained Ikuhilonn and IMongSt, but the 
greatest part of the troops liad nrafthed up the iiiouniiiins, and they 
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h^civcd no ^uns, noUviti)s>tandin{; the boats kept up a coutiiiiiHl Are. The 
Siniotines acred wirb jri cat spit it. * * 

On tlic lOilj, General Diffiesmc hat] iH)t*a(iviincerihii hcad-qyarters from • 
iBaHaloiiii, but we were iiirornicfi that he had^ixivcd iiis (^uiis .Mongut. 
Yet llic of tile boats on Ins various scattered parties did not draw 
them one until late in the evening, when the ct:emy iiroiigl.i lliem down, 
and opMien aVirc of shot and shells hehiiul some Ittuisf, at f!Te h>(»l of 
]VIongat, jn-t at the inonn-nt four Spanish gun-boats ai'nicd fi < on 'farra- 
go ni, vvbieh I nuinediatclv puslieil in-sbore, and wnh their a^'■k^'•.n 1 ce tike 
Are of tlu> enemy was Mlenced by eiidn i/clock, and iljfi.cneuiy thought it 
advisable to re Ckktt r H.ircclona at inuluigbr, \vi»li tlie los'^ oT near three 
iuindreii killed and wounded, unemg winch aic a lar^t^nopoilioii of 
olAcers. 

1 have to regret tlial one of the laonth’-; crow received a severe ivoun«l 
(Jt'onj a niu<>kel-hail ihi'i evenn g; and I Ju g fra* f lo ('h‘»(ive, thai the spi- 
sit of eiitei prl/e and jr'.t. epidity 4 'f ilie oHiceis and nu n eni|ilc\ed m iho 
boats (luring the period tietaiied, has iu ciw nut t nedilahle to the st ;\ ire, 
and lliut till* gun-boats peifonned ibeir part nmcli to my -<it<siacii{.'iz. 

m 0 

1 have the honor lo be, &c. 


jt J.O’h Col/i/t^i£0'K!. 

The fo’iowing loftor, addrossed to the ]\Tarqiii& Wellesloy tihont 
this pc/n)(J^ slroiigly ^nianifcsis Iho cior ardent zeal Avhit li. in vpi((» 
LviTv diseoniagoYont, animated (his acti\c oirieer in the e\ece- 
tiun vf the seniee imposed upon him 

^iv UM’.n, }hi,h'/onn, i\lh /h/s'u^t, 

T I. lit ’!i‘‘ hoimr to rtf irnr^rnd lO ymir T or«l-inp’s iiorice the (km!P!- of 
tins ktler, I Jon i'aias Apm ^., an in!ia!niai>t of J'Vion de lilar, in tin* lu'i- 
\.'icc of (hUalonia, enipl'j\«.d by tl.c Jm.la ol the I’l^rincc on a misMJm to 
li e Geiktral .hinta, and the anny. tie i'^ a h al p.nnol, and one io 

ivl.’oin perkuA cimfuk-nce ii/.iv lie p'act d, cjiid is a staimck (liciul lo tlic 
l^ngiish. / 

1 wi<‘li I ('onld give your Lord'.lrlp iiopc*' of^anv thing beit^g done in ro 
• oiTen*'Pre way the .iriiiy ol ( 'aralo'i.a. AiiLeiL.ni sii!l (Miths on tlie o 
0.1' (ierotia, (,iiL he is most g.ill.rutly K.S 4 ‘.ti d. Ite !».is 111 ide si\ seiei .1! 
nssaiilts. d'he last wa‘- on the 1 tj» of iho m mth, in wl.loh he suObreil a:i 
eipia! hiss wiih the foirue*^ winch was (■en‘'idoiab!e. 'file ri'm' of the 
•Iicsiogets cannot annnint to more than lit.OOO men, aiui vurh tiro garri-on 
lof llarrclon.i, inrliidmg the s*ek, ofv.lecii there ait; bcv eial l!i''i;samijf, ihc 
whole forte 111 Catiiloiiia cannot excised jy/dJjLi u.tii. It would require but 

J,:iaD. C 5 ron. Voi. XXXIX. 
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a small British army to annihilate thi** handful o+' troops, situata^ Aa they 
arc at piesent, and (i<uin^ the whole of the country aju;ainst 'thein| and 
* more partinilarly, if there wcrt-sani#? I'n^h**!! +i^»ht infantry officers, with a 
general, rodirc ct i he exertiotis of the peasantry, who are most determinedly 
zealous in the cause. 

I took the Ithrrty of representing this to Sir John Stuart, who regretted 
Ijis inahility to dftach officers or force fniin Sicily. He hits since taken 
possession of the islands of Ischia and Procita; hut tlicl not attempt a land- 
iiig on the Neapolitan co:i‘-t. 

1 hn\c the honc‘r to be, cee. 


Ills Excelkncjfthz Murquis Wdk&ky, 



Had it been possible have attended to the suggcslions of 
Captain Miindy relative to the eiTijdoymcnt of*a British force in 
Caialonii, and had the Spjwiisb chief assented to the pi-ojiosed dis- 
position of their hitherto inactive naval force, ^mucli might "haw 
been effected in that quarter, but\\itli respect to the latter nothing 
was done, and in the scqdel all went wrong in (.’atalonia. 

Wc here present an evtiaet from a letter, expressive of the 
sense Lord Ccljingwood entertained of Captain Mundy's service? 
on that station 

feiK, OtVi7//, tit Setif Mu/cK, Jti09. 

1 have received >oar letters of the 22(1 install r, 4lh, (ith, niid lill. 
liUiiiio, detailing tilt; procecdinui) <*»' the Ilulra, and ships on the coast of 
Catalonia, and beg to express to you the great salisfV.clion I feci in the 
activilv and spirit of eiUtipri'.e which is displayid on that service, and iii 
which Lieuleiiaiit Maukins bears so distil. guislied e part,” i^vc. 


And again his Lordshij) writes thus : — 

rjfc fk J*orii>fi t)ff Tottfon^ 2ot/ Ju/ff^ IhOp. 

The IJerairl has brouglit me your litters of the llih mul l?th iostairt; 
with ihcir sc'cral mclosuro. 

The aciivity and skill whicli you Imve »>r»nosrd to th^’ vlneiriy's ppjgrc.ss. 
when he attempted to open a cumiiuinication to the ca-.! ward, is lendering 
to the Spaniards the gieatest hrnellt, and must red/iec their forte in Barce- 
lona very itiuch, and were- the arm\ «f Tari.u/pna to tjike an active pfirt ol 
the other tide, would soon bring iht*ir case to cj:trcinity.’'Mc. 6ic. '&:c. 



Cvylaln Mundt/f Hydra. 
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The Hydra coiaiiiiu^d on this harassing service until October, 
when she was ordered tojroulon, for the purpbso of watching the 
enemy's fleet in that liarbour. On this s^talion she remained until 
February, ISK^, when it appearing, on a survey being taken of 
hcr,^ that she was in a very defective stale, she was sent to 
Oibrallar. lii this port C-'aiUain Mimdy remained, and acted as 
senior ofliccr, nnlil the monili «** August, l8l0, when the Hydra 
being found to be totally iinfil for service, was ordered limnc, and 
arrived in Knglaiul in September,* having under Ikt convoy several 
sail of transi) rts, wiiii I tOO French prinonrrs (oflidprs and non- 
conimis.sionLd olTo-eis) on hoard, whom the liumanity of the 
Hriti^li gov{*nimcnt had red emed fro nelfhc trill) piliable situation 
ill w hich t!)e> IiaiT been so long held by Ibe Spaniards in the barren 
islaml of t.\ibrciM. They were lb e remnant of Creneral Dupont's 
iit’nV; tie' greaiir part of which liad pcrislu'd on that miserably 
barren :-p<4 from want and slarv.ilion. 

Upon ilic rccoxe*'} of bis lieailii. v iiirh had iicLii niucli impaired 
by Ills scr-iit cs, (’ajJain f.iundy ajiain soln'iu-d employment. 

(Ire.it, liowevir, was the morlifK ation of his sangfiinc,spirit to be 

• ' 

coiulenricd for tour to a life of inaclivily on shore ; but it 

was a more especial chagiin to him not to have been enabled to 
unite l»is vwv ions wiih Ins ^a’.l.int bri tliieu in arms, in the latter 
glorious stniggb s w Inch < iiecked the career, and contributed to the 
tempo, ar) dellironenu^iii cf tiie arch ty ran I of h’rance- 

At tjje close (>f l /e yc.irlhll, howf'vcr, l.o unc\pertcdly 
gralilied by an ep, OiptiiM'nt 1 ) tli • command of the A jax, 74 guns ; 
and in tin* ni nlh of ireb follow ing he '•ailed to tlie Midilerri- 
ncaii, V. Ii. ii- l:e joined tiiu licet under the command of Admi-al 
Lord I'hvmonili by wi.uni he i' '*-. J (-on entployed on ,i service 
vhicri ;•■•(] Hired a no liegiee o^' disci ebon and good judgment, 

and wherein iie displ.hy ed h;s .iccuslojned ability and discernment, 
liuoiia jiaifc had a, lin^seii'cd tin* ilirone«(if i'Tance, cind was at 
• this jnViod, iTte bei^iiining of .inne, making [ocpai ations for that 
rrand co i1! ei, Vf I icli a lew day's afit'cwanU decided ids fate, and 
ptruck the last hoU olV t]ie fetters of Knrope. Capiain Aliindy 
.was despatcle.'d to iMarse'dies, with iu''lructions oj ascertain, if 
possible, tJje senlimeiiis of the inhabitants of lliat ciivj and his 
proceedings there w'cre to be icgiflalcd .u^ordin^ to a discretionary 
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power vcsicd in him by Lord Exmoiith,** by j 5 .uch circumstances 
and events as occur in the course of service wherein he was 

" i» * * ** t ** « 

employed^ and from the iiiteni^crice lu*mi:;ht be able (o obtain. 

On his iiriival olF that port on the Uith, he n* con rioiJ red 'close 
in with the town, aiid'oblained information fro u the ii^ht-hou^e^ 
as well as froinisoiiic fishermen, that almost all the f?>its and bat-, 
tcries had jjeeii dismounted, and the whole of the troops, with the 
excep^i^ii of JG>0, had been marched over the mountains, fhat the 
pcoplcywcro very discontented, assassinations frequent, and that 
at the barracks, and there only, the white fljg was hoisted. Cap- 
tain Mundy immediately despatched tliis and other important intel- 
ligence to J^ord Kxnioiith*^ and to his Royal Jliglmess fiie Duke 
D’Angouleine at Barcelona, from tiie latter of whom he received 
the following reply • 

sru, liurvi’lonti^ Sunc loiy>: 

I reeiivcd ye«.frrd;\y. by the favour i'f (’apl:im Lock, leiur of the 
SGlh lost, and 1 ictnni yon *dl mv ^hanU^ (oi I'm* mien •'to d l dU yon 
gi\c on jMa.'-.SLillcs ami ’rouloii. 1 tl.itlcw j.»;»scll‘ that boili il.( [/laces, anti 
all the country, nili sf)oii be liilitcirti tVom iJie yt>kt', an. I .dde to testJty 
thfclr fcLiilime'ilb oY loyalty. 

Believe me, Sir, with an biiih rejarrl, 

Vour must afkcLionutc, 


2b Cttpfdhi Hhnult;, hit Ihitannic 
JMttjcali/a Ship Ajav, 




On the 2tHh, Captain Mundy sent another despatch to Lord 
Lxinouth, which, together v\ith liis Lordship’s reply, we here 
insert, bccaU'C, for reasons which it is lud oi;r desire to inquire 
into, and wc cannot explain, they never found their way into the 
public despatches. ^ 

To deprive an oftlcer of the fame he has ac(|uirod, either by 
intrepid conduct in battle, or by the exercise of superior judgment 
and ability in ah'aiis of difTiculty, is, in a majiner, to deprive him 


* A bio^iapld»’Hl iiiPinoii of Lord I-Aiuoulh, lorinerl\ Sir Plhwtiid i.s 

given in N.C. vol. y.viii. p. 411. • , 

+ Wc Iirre avH.i csii'jfli'e.'i of the opporlninty fo irivilo ihc r oaiinnin ulion of 
L( Herb on Service not jnihiiblicd in the G'azt'tlc, ivom iiii nppn liciision (lur, in (oo 
lUdiiy instancf ihe oaiibsion of lliciii in the oflinal iinr) rcjrtii.ir ir‘poiiitf,iiy in more 
tlic result of per.'^onaJ ih'jii puMic cii!i«idcr.ition». 'I'lie inyi»ilial and i' 'hia&bcd 
prmcipics of llic Naval Clirori|^lc will uhvaj !i render it ll.c riady vehicle of fair 
|t*prcs€utaiion and jubt cuiuplaiut. 
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of his moral existence. If, therefore, in the execution of a com^ 
mission requiring the union of energy, good sei^^e, and mild concilia.^ 
tion, he acquit himself to the satisfaction of his commantkT, is it just* 
to withhold from him the invaluable ineAl of public a|)j)fause, or to 
conceal from the high aiiihoritics of the naval department, those 
talents which, at a future period, might be selected by them for 
the fuililment of important objects requiring more than ordinary 
address and nianagcment. 

MY i.onn, * June^ 1815. 

I h«ve ilic lioiior to repre cut, that yesterday moriiiiig a dcfacliment Ctoin 
Marseilles came nlongsido, aequaintini; me that a j»r( at Wattle had been 
fought, ill ninth liUoiiafiai t< ’s army hail defealeH, iliat iu; liad flown 
to Pans, and ah‘W( died in faior of hi^ son, whii h iiovcrnmeiii Marscillt b 
win not jiv’knowlt ilgo, and InitT thorefoie litiisttd tlie vvintc flag, driven 
away the troops, and oiganiscd themsc^vc', in numher tiFfCtive about 
•iaOO men ; at iWl’ same time giving me an mviiaiiou to an interv;C‘iv with 
tlie Uoyal Coimniriie nf)pointci.r as u Pro visional GiAcrunw'iit, which [ 
imiuediatf'U aiKMwli d. 'I'lie enthusiasm of tlie niulliludc wa« grral, and 
they grecti d tin' I',ns,ri''h m common with tlie Km?;. — On my appearing at 
llio PridVcture. I w as adilrr-ssi’d by ibc Piesident, coimraudating me on 
llio liiilli.int xu'lor;,, ;ind its coii'^cnucnecs, and fie begged me to assist them 
as murb as hiy m my power to torwaid their inti'iitiCns of establishing rhe 
e)ld* monari'liy. I olleiiel to pr(>(eeil ininieiliiitely to Ilaici-Ioini for tlic 
Diiko d’AiU'-OnU'suK’, winch, liouevi r, they re'i|ucstcd 1 would not do, as 
tljc appearance of t 111 * slii[) would give coididrnec to the people, incase 
IMiirat slionlii sti.d the lo.ee fromToiihm against iliein, and they requested 
Inc to ain hor close (ti the town. This I piomi^ed to no, pioiidcd they 
shewed siirii conlideii;’c in me as to place the fort«i o( (.'liarcau d’lff and 
Ratoniuau in mv liaiids, or allow hall the guinson to be nr.tisii. This 
que.stioii rliey reined to delihcratc upon ; and wlien they retujncd, gave it 
as thtir opinion, ihat ibf y did not coiiecivc themselves authori/cd to put 
the Kings forts into the hands of foreigners; on winch I told llicni that 
they could not cxj^cct me to remain in the situation they required without 
possessing the sea defences. Tf.ty then requested I would supply them 
• with such arms as I could spare, which I immediately dnl, requiring a 
rcr?iot for the same,* T Iberi required tlirce avisos, one to despatch to 
youi Loidslftp, anotfier to Major-general Sir Hudson Lowe, at (ieiioa, and 
n tlyrd to tli^DuHc d’Aiii^Mih sme ; which th?y have |'l■olnis?d. 'riic wlillr 
flag, I am iiil'oimed, is living to-day at Cette anil Arles. 1 have almosc 
* forgot to* mention, tliat the Coiiimittre begged for some Ihitisli troop*;. In 
consequence, 1 liaic wnitcii inoiniug to Sir lliul-on Lowe, to bi g such 
as be can ipare, and ha\c also inloin.ed Sir Jamt':> Wood of ii»c bLate ol 
alfairs bere. • 

The (hfmmiilfe leqiiesletl I would pre.ss your l-orddiip to show yourself 
oQ'bciC; and, n pus&iblc, to Inm^ the tioBps. llicy do not seem to l.Lc 
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the idesi of other tlian English trpop^, for the plain ^rcnson, 1 hinted to 
tlietn, that our Coiripiissariat paid lor every ihiuj;,’* which they candidly 
Acknowledged. , . • , • 

Should tl^e V^diinteer appear off this place, T shall send her for his 
Hoyal Ilighncbs ilie Duke d’Aiigouh sine. 

* 1 have tiic lionor to he, &cc. 


Admiral Lord Exrrihuth, 
✓ 



SIR,*'* " Iht/nr^ off Ge?wa, \tfi Juhj, 1815. 

1 have received your letter of ihe 90‘ih ultimo, with a liill and satisfac- 
tory account of your proceedings heforc Marseilles, in the cxccnnon ol Uie 
service confided to yon. Ir a (lords me much “.Jh-ia'-lion m a^^urnig you, 
that I liighlx approve of all votkh i\ e dom-, and tlint I considi r \oo ro have 
acted with giH at prudi-nce and jud^nu-nt jii declining U> place yonrship' 
within the commaud of the foits ol rdursel^les. 

I am, bir, . 

Caplatn Muiuh/, .jax. « XinOtUfh. 


The address prcsc'.ued to C/aptaiii Munch' hy the tU'jiiifAtioi; 
referred to in his dc'^patrli^ was as follows : — 


M()^s^IrIl' M. (oJiMANnvM, Toi/i Jtinf, 1815. 

liCS brdlaiis ‘'UCd sdcs Allies do none Aiijustv i t hien aimc souveiain 
Louis WITT, out oljii«ic Ihtonap..: ic a luu’ ni)ov<!!c ahdic.ii :ori. 

Des Faciicux se^ cj^ut cunt. <n u.mvcinni'^m | lovisnirc Miir'-cillc, rt 
toiitc la Provence, rpie nc \tid»'nt i (•< ..in oliro quo ce'iii d;; meillcur dcs 
out arhoii” Ijicr U* Diapean III ua*. 

JiCi. jno. Uoii.i i »iis ( ijointcs \«»n'i (oK/ni comioii.c I f taljlisscmcnt d’an 
cnniiit j.M Of i'i»i:e inv(“>i6 de l.i i o.ui.m. c gtin i.ih- oc joiitf l.t l*i( fence. 
J1 stinpieisc (] ou’.iii avee ffiiic nation d* s rei.imuiii d’amuie et dc l.onne 
intcliigciicc. 

Noui’ volJ^ pilous eii c./.iSLfjiicrict di Ncc\oif a\(c luenicilinncc la depu- 
tation que miis \ ons addr('roii>, compO'Cf dc .Ves-li 01 > di- Maligiii ' Im, 
clief do hiiiiajj.ni, Uiiffo dc IJ. iinco il, \’c. iSre. de foiiloi" Inen piendre 
cn eux tonic citai.re, et .‘jonifM* 'oi a Cf (pfiN \oiis .Jirtmt ih* notic pai't. 

Nous voiis pi ions egidf nu'iii, iVI«»n''icur le (.’.(^imcndant d’.iclii miner it 
sou Allcsse Itouilu Munseimicur h Dec d'Anijonh sine Ic , oil done nos 
deputes sont Y‘>‘'^ciJr5. NiAis aioas rhonneiii de xuiij sal. ur awe uue 
grundc Lonside.ation. 


Lts Memhres 

fill (’nmiic 
( 

Koval IVuvisoii-L, 


^c. &c. 



CAPTAIN* CEORGE MUNDV-j C.li. 

Soon after Pxmoiith’s arrWal with the Britisih troops^ 

Captain Mundy was tajten sorioAisly ill, and was obliged to be 

remoTed on shore, where he was confined to his bed for a con- 
• • • , 
sidcrable time, and for several days in great danger. During 

his indisposition, the Ajax was ordered to’Hicres Bay, but he was 
not able to join her until December. • 

It may here be mentioned, that during the time Captain Mundy 
was employed before Marseilles, he made several good ^fli^Uures of 
French vesseltf, which by any other nation would have been 
deemed legal prizes, for notwithstanding they carried the white 
flag, the whole ot their papers had Louis X VIH. a little crazed, ^ 
and au norn de rEmi>.reur” iinertcd in lieu thereof. But 
policy, perliaps, dictated f«rl)earanrc on the part of the British 
nation, and the prizes were rc^^toied 1ft tlieir respective owners. 

• At (he clo.-e<>r thi'i }ear, Capfiiiii M undy had the gratification 
to learn, (hat the Prince Uegeiit had eonferred upon him the 
honorable dittiuctioii of Conipani<»u*of tlij^ Bath, a distinction 
doubly valuable when recognised as the meed of long and honorable 
(jcrvices. • 

After he had rejoined his ship, the fleet under Lord Exir.outh 
was engaged in no service of importance until the month of March, 
1-816, when, in pursuance of instructions fiom his government, 
the comniander-iu-chief sailed fur Algiers, where, aficr some hesi- 
tation on the part (Tf the Dey, a treaty was concluded, the terms 
whereof arc already before the public/'^ J!is Lordship then sai'od 
for 'runis, and having with lilth' diliicwlly Lonclnded a treaty with 
the satrap of that place, ])roccedi*d (o 'I'lipoli, where having 
stegociated matters with similar succe^s, his Lordsliip again steered 
for Algiers, and appearing befoic (hat city in the middle of May, 

, heiJignified to the Dey, (hat he had in the treaty receutl) concluded 
with him, omitted article, his compliance with wITuh was indis- 
pensable. •The Dey insisting that the fonner was a definitive 
trea/y, pctKmplorily fefnsed to subsciii).^ to the new proposals 
. submitUd to him. liOrd Kxiuouih immediately gave orders to pre- 
pare for action. The fleet cTonsistcd of .'‘iv liiic-of-battlc sliips, six * 
frigates, and other siiiaTl vessels. Each ?hip prepared to take her 
staticn, aiu! the signal Tor action was waited for with the utmost 
♦ t ide N.C. voAixxvi, p.*bl. 
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it 

anxiety, wtilcYi, in {he opiniep of most of '.the»*^S^ers preserif^ 
Jrould in the course of two hours, from tl^c then unprepared an<l 
defencelc'ss, state of the place, have terminated in the complete 
defeat of the Moors ; when lo, the signal was houted (and the 
ardent spirits of our tars coinstantaneously lowered)^ that all 

r 

Was settled.” t 

The disappointment of the fleet wa^ cjftremc, but it was doomed 
to a me?^ nitter Aiortitication a short time afterwards, when it be^ 
held other hands reaping those lAurels which had been so near 
their gra.sp. , 

Lord Exmouth having fulfilled the objects of his mission (o the 
Barbary Powers, returned witl\.his fleet to Englaijd in the end of, 
June, and found, on his arrival, lhaV in consequence of renewed 
aggressions on the part of the Algerines, subsequent to his 
Lordship's departure from their coast, govcriiineiit had determined 
to inflict a'signal chastisement on that nation ; for which purpose 
they had seleeted hi^gn as commander of the expedition, who by 
hjf firm and intrepid conduct in the execution of his orders, fully 
proved how }vurKiy he was of the corarnis.sioit entrusted to him; 
His Lordship received orders immediately to refit his fleet ; but oil 
his proceeding to Spithead to hoist his flag, he had the mortifica- 
tion to find, that the crews of the diflTerciit ships declined volun- 
teering for the expedition. From what motives this refusal pro- 
ceeded, it is not our province to inquire. Suflicc it to say, that 
to the captains and* other ofllcers in the fleet, it was a mo.st morti. 
fying circumstance not to have had an opportunity of contributing 
their gallant eflorts towards the emancipation of enslaved Europe, 
and the destruction of the Barbarian fleet. 

The Ajax was paid off in July, since which period Captain 
Mundy has b^eii tfnemployed ; nor is it likely, from the present* 
view of affairs in IJiiropc, that his services will very soon be re- 
quired again«; but to how many soever years of biac6on he may 
be doomed, he will ever be consoled with the rctrosjlcctivc bonw 
templation qf a life devoted to hie country’s service, and Vith (he 
consciousne.ss of having always ddne liis jduty to the best of his 
abilities (and those abilities of uo medium character) ; and ^ it 
may be presumed, that when the hcraljj of war shall Qgain prow 
claim hostilities, the energies of this gallant, humane, and able 
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bi^er^ will be called into action, apd assigned to prominent ser- 
tices bf those high authorities, on in hose discriminating judg4 
ilieDt/ and wise management, the haVal glor;f of Britain must ever 
depend, * • 

It remains for us to add one particular mote to the foregoinit 
memoir. • 

In consequence of the late 'disturbances in the eastern part of 
Derbyshire, and of the disaffected stale of mind ofV^e lower 
classes, principally manufacturing, it was deemed expedient to 
taise addilional corps of yeomanry cavalry. In one of these, 
Captain Mundy, with a spirit truly worthy of imitation, offered 
his services as a volunteer. He was immediately requested by the 
corps to take thb command. « Cap*Iain Mundy could not refuse so 
flattering a tribute to his character, and such were his exertions 
fo complete his#troop, that in three months from the period of 
their enrolment, they were drmed, accoutred, and sufficiently 
disciplined to perform any service that might be required of them ; 
and a m<v‘e respectable, soldier-liks, and eiifcient troop does not 
exist, than the East Derbyshire Yeomanry Cavalry. 

Mr. Mundy, by his tifiion with Miss MeytieK, had six childtCn i 
viz** Frances, married to Lord Charles Fitzroy, M. P. fotf 
ICdmondsbury^ a general in the army, colotiel of the 48th regU 
ment of foot, and brother to the Duke of Grafton. Edward 
Miller, a magistrate for the couuty of Derby, married Nelly, 
youngest daughter of James Barton, Esq. of l^cnw'orthatn, in thO 
County of Lancaster, by w hom he has a numerous issue. Godfrey 
Basil, a major-general in the army, masried to the Hoti. Sarah 
Bridges, youngest daughfer of the late illustrious Admiral Lord 
Rodney,* by whom he has had several children. George, the sub^ 
jeebof our present memoir. Frederick, rector ^of Winston upon 
Tees, itrthe county of Durham ; and Henry, in the*service of th^ 
East India £ om party. 

Mje, Mundy again mafried Georgiana, widow of thebaic Thomas 
XiOrd Middleton, in Warwick diire, by whom he had ouc daughter^ 
Georgiana Elizabeth, married to^ Henry Pelham, Duke of New« 
Castle^ from which uuioff has sprung a numerous offspriHg. 

Mr. ^uttdy married a*thtrd time Catherine, widow* of Richard 
Earweil, Esq. of Stanst'e^, in^Sitssex^ by whom he has a 
Hobert, an infant. 

* ^or biogxa^tiicol mefaioir of ifditiirai Lord Rodney, vol. 14 and 

portrait ^of; ±x% p. 400^ 

J»db«Ciii3n.yql.XXXI^ t 


sNAUTICAL ANECDOTES AND S^UJCTIONS; ' 

‘'F V ■' 'r 

»new*inVented f acuity in the repair of ships. , ‘ * 

A STUDKNT of the upper class of the new schouJ of Naval Architecture 
of the Dock-^nnl, at Portsmoullii lias invented a ine^iis of drawing 
vessels up the sli|i of tlic ^a^'s for their repair, in a manner to prevent the 
action of adiiestion, fiiction, &c. and to save all flie expense :iiid avoid all 
the orcr.siun. The model of tiii^ pinii is ikmv suhinhted to the 

examination of the proper and competent persons in the naval department; 
by some of whom it is already thought well of, and deemed vnhial)ie. This 
is the first imporrnnt invention or discovery by any student of|Hns national 
establishment; ifdl have the merit and value, and meet widi proper eO- 
ODuragement, distinction, and reward, it will have the good effect, not 
only of a stimulus to this promising young man, hutUo all tbe others oh 
this foundation, and prove the spur of their cxartion to itiiprove in faculty, 
and a call and eiicouragemenc to ihc industry and genius of ail — the 
important object of this new and useful branch of pduc\.tion and study,' h 
which so oiuch is still wauled among a people with whom ihe practice of 
imvigation is so extensive, ni^ its improvement and ped^ctiou so indis- 
pensable for them, in file novel and powerful competition tncy have now to 
^jcpect from tbeir cotcnipurarics of both licuiispbeics. 

•^INVENriON OF A NEW NATTICAL INSTRUMENT. 

An ingenious instpurof iit bns lately been examined a number of gen^ ' 
tlemen in Giasg|p^. The following is a ccrtiBcalc of its use^lness, from 
Observutorif 

** Mr. Hunter, of Ediiibuigh, has invented an instrument which is of 
great importance to the navigator. From two altitudes of the sun, and die 
'■ interval of time Kstween the obsertAtions, he can determine within five 
xninutes after the second observation, the latitude of the place, the lioiir 
from noon, and the variation r ’’ the compass. According to the conimoa 
form of calculation for double uititiides, the latitude by account is supposed 
be known, which in tiie use of this instrument is not necessary. 1 have 
^iAried it in several examples, and always found the^ results very iigar the 
’ tfuth. If a vessel was driven from her course by storms or by currerts, if 
the <rcckonJug was altogether lost, and the inaHiicr could not ge$ a ni,eri- 
ctian observation, with this instrument and a chroliomctcr, he could, in a 
few minutes after the second observation^ ascertain his position on tho 
ocean with accuracy. An invention of so fhucli utility navigation is 
worthy of cncourngemcnt from those;, concerned in the commerce of the 
country. ’ 

^ DREAPtUL FIRES *AT NF.WfiOUNDLAND. 

f By his Majesty's sloop Pike, Captain Biiphan, lately Arrived *at l^rts^ 

^ mouth from St. Johu’s, Newfoundland, iHjcleven duys^ leavmg there thf. 
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Sir Francis Picfcmore), Capttin Tamari, 

Capaiii Taker ; Egeria, Captain Rowley ;; and the #ly, Captaj/n Baldwin, ^ 
aceounfs have been recefived of two most destructive iires at St. John s, 
wliidti destroycd<tone-ha]f of the houses^ and ilie principal paft of the pro- 
perty in the town. We extract the particulars from the Koyal GeseWr and 
tlie Mtrcanlil^ Journal 

• • 

From th&fjtnyal Gazette^ November 18, 1817. 

Painful and difficult is che^task which devolves upon us^ of re^ipyding the 
truly distressing fire .with which this ill-fated town was again visiVhd on 
Friday night, the 7ih instoht. The tfaines were first discovered about half- 
ppst ten o'c^ick, issuing froiu an uninhabited house, about 40 yards from 
the Royal Gazette Office, and in ten minutes communicated to the suiv 
rounding buildings ; by this time the iahiihkanls had assembled, ^but the 
Engines, witli thcir«united efforts, seerntd of little use in checking this all- 
devouring etenient, which uow began to assume an appearance that struck 
every beholder with lerrtfr and dismay. Ih the centre of the town, he- 
tjjyceii two streets aot exceeding 20 feet in width, nil exertion was unavaiU 
ing to stem the current of coiiflagrafioii ; the flames spread in every direct 
tion with tke^i^ipidity of lightning, until about six o’clock on Saturday 
morniiiG;, wheii’thc exerti<>ns of the more rc'^pcctaldc part of the commu* ^ 
rity, aidt.(K>y the army and navy, succeeded in arresting its progress at tli^ 
King’** 'Vharf. ^ ' ' 

When the morning dawned, such a scene of desol.nption presented itself, 
vQS perhaps very few of the spectators ever before -witnessed ; and such as 
we sincerely hope tliey never may behold again ; a .spaceB|j^ ground extend-j 
ing nearly a^quafter of a mile in length, and 300 yartfs'‘in breadth, ^as 
cleared of the houses that stood ilicrcon. From the dissenting meeting-’ 
liQusc to the church-yard on the west side ; all the buildings from the court- 
house to tlie north-east boundary of Crawford’s premises (^both inclusive)* 

' on the east side of Duck worth Vslreet ; from the corner of Church -hill, to 
Findlay’s, on the upper side, and from J. and R, Urine’s shop to the 
King’s Wharf on tlic lower side of Water-street, including the stores and 
wharfs, were reduced to aslicf, and with them the greater part of a verj^ 
large stock of provisions, with which they were stoied. What renders it 
mure truly distressing is, tliat most of those wln> sufTcred so severely in ihw 
"jire 9f the ISth of February, 18 16, are again involved in the distress which # 
we now attempt to dcscyihe— in that calfimity, many respectnMc individuals 
lost their all, ^ind are again reduced to a similar silualioii, without shelter- 
ing or covering, atjliis adviyjcccl season, of the year. iiiter#is approacli- 
• ing— d long, m*carv, Ncwfouiulland w:iiiter— and the prospects before us 
^ lire gloomy in the extrciue; hut will not disirc'iS our rcadeib by 

ling longer on iliin melancholy. topic. We do, however, most sincerely 
hope-tluit efficient measures will be speedily devised, and promptly executed, ^ 
* Cp save irs from a repetition of the scene of last winter, 

Ainongst^lie cayscs of distrj^s, not one has produced in our minds more ^ 
powerful effects, or more unpmasan^feelingSi^ than theawtui, we ma^say , 
^arminj ’^depravity manifested in the extensive deprcdalieus coramittetV 
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and coqfusiun pf the night, by vretch^s totally devoid.!^ 
ij^lr^igtotas reehng--»df oil sense of moral obligation. ^ We cannot emiiodj 
,.^or thoughts on thi^^ulyect— sucli crimes bid defiance to exprestdon^; thej 
pOu)d only ^proceed from the conjoiiction of the ipost bintal apathy and 
diabolical rejoicing in the misery of others. We hope the^peneti^ting* eye 
of justice will detect these hardened villains; we are siHre that her ano can 
never inflict more deserving punishment than is due to such iofainoiil teisv ' 
(creantSr Noihing*now, under any pretence, can he offered in extenuation; 
aince places arc appointed for the reception ^f sucK'goods as may not be in 
tfie po>^MK^n or under the controul of its lawful iownei^. 

So far as we have been able to ascertain, thirteen hiercantile establish^ 
ments, and ninong them the extensive concerns of Hart, Eobbinson, and 
dof ; Hunters and Co. ; Peter Henderson (late^'James Macbraire and Co. ;) 
Bulleys, Job, and bross ; ^ Parke^ Cheever, and Co.; W.B. Thomas; 
Attwood and Haynes; Peter le ^Mesurier, and at least 135 dwelling- 
houses, occupied by nut less than 1100 persons, liave been consumed ; 
und it is calculated that the amount of property destroyed cannot be less 
than from four to five hundred thousand pounds. In^ consequence of a 
proclamation issued by his Excellency tjie Governor, nil vessels and boatH 
fire prevented from leaving this port till the quantity of pwvisions in the 
town be ascertained ; j[his we*arc in hopes w'ill have the^fiod effect of 
' ' fpeuring to the community whatever may be yet remaining, but^ that itself^ 
^idth the addition of what is expected, will not, we apprehend, be near 
euffipient to sf.pply oqr wants, till our navigation opens in the spring of the 
year. In addition, owing to the quantity of fuel consumed, there is a 
scarcity of that v^uable article. The major part of our printing materials 
having been destroyed, the propr^tor of the Mercantile Journo/ has, with 
loudness, offered us the use of his types, &c. 

ANOTIIXR CALAMITOUS FIRC. • 

Trom the^ Mercantile Journal^ Nixcemherftl^ 1817» 

About half-past three o'clock this morning, just as we were about to put 
Qur paper to press, we were alarmed by a sigpal for fire ; and we have now 
the painful task to record, after a short lapse of time, anotlier extensive and 
4istressing conflagration. It appears that the fiio was observed in the pre- 
mises of Messrs. Rule, Reed, and Co. in Water-street, "and soon extended 
its ravages to \jrie westward, as far as the house of Mr. R. Buwring, on the* 
upper side, and the store of Mr. E. bCevins, on tha lower side, where, by 
very powerful exertions, it was stopped in its westerly direction, but cqn* 
linued advancing eastivard until ubout^alf-paslfhine o’cK:)ck„hy 'vhich time 
i; had burnt the premises of Mr. James Clift, where great ^exertions wer^ 
I'equired, and were happily exerted, to save the premises of Messrs. Perkini * 
and Winter, upon which depended the safety of the whole range of houses 
pp the Church Hill, on the upper side, aiij the stores of Messrsr Triro- 
sninghaiQs and Co. on the lower side, just w^re the late fife ^s stoppied 
an its;, progress westward ; all of which buildings narrowly etcAped op tha 
f th idstant. r • ^ 
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Thus ft great part oT the western half of the town, which we oontfmw 
plated as a shelthf for the then distfesscd, is l%*di in adies^ and 
families have to lament an^ feel the painful distreift of a second time beiiig 
burnt out of their dwellings in thd short s*pace of fourteen dflys^by whae 
means many of them will find shelter jn tbe^ipproacbirig winter, we are at 
a lo^s to conjecture, should they even be fortunate enough to have the 
mesnVa'of purbhasing necessaries. 

In this hasty account we cannot enter fully into particulars, nor can we 
at this shot t notice pretend to estimate the aggregrate amount of the 
damageddne : the very extensive stores and dwelling of Messrs. Cunning* 
ham, Bell, and Co. and those of {^Jessrs. Hule, Reed, and Co. and 
Sons, Mr Robert Ne\ ms, Mr. James Clift, Mr. John Burke, and several 
other mercantile establishnumts, have fallen a sacrifice to the devouring 
dames ; the dwelling-house^ shop, &c. of Mr* Neviiis, were preserved. 

Various conjectuies are a float as to the cause of this disaster, hot we 
will not at present hdsard an oginion.* We have great confidence that the 
Proclamations ul his Lxcellericy the Gosernoi, and the decisne measurrs 
adopted by the Civil Authoiitics, relatnc to depredations committed on the 
* properly of sufferers in the late fiie, will have the effect of preventing, in a 
great degree, similar atrocities on the present occasion. 

REVENUE* • 

The following is the produce of the revenue from the 10th of Octofier 
to the 26tli of December, 1817, with the roiresponc^ng per^d in 1816 ^ 


Produce from the lOth of October to the 36th of December, 

1816 7,977,306 

Produce from the 10th of October to the 26tli of December, 

1817 8,588,669 


Being an increase of 611,368 

In the excise dutiesthereis an increase beyond thfi correspond- 
ing period last year of.... 180,970 

Stamps an inci ease of 313,094 

Incidents, an increase oP 364,569 


657,633 

4ti the customs there I'l a small decrease of 33,260 

the post-ofhee a decrease of. ^3,000 — 46,360 


• • lotal ,£611,363 

• • • 


]!a the ac^unt of the produce of the levcnue for the pciiod of 1816, b 
not included the receipt upon tins geneial aiticie of excise, nor the stamp 
dutiear for the last week, the.receipt upon these branches of revenue not • 
having been paid into the 4^xchequcr, on account of the holidays, till the 
subsequent week ; iheicfqpc, from the above uicicasc sliould he deduotied 
the sum af about 330, 094/* Icav.ng the increase 300,009/. 
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tlAGOlf FlCfiM CAP|AlNS,*' kti I^THEtt OFFlCElU 

OF THE ROYAL NAVY, > * 

tHfi CAPTAINS AND OFFICERSfl^ 

< * 

OF TltE EAST INDIA COMPANY’S SHIPS, 

^ 00 ^ ' * 4 ^* 4 ^' 

dfiNTLElCEN, 

commencing the XXXIXth Volume of the Naval HeroniclE^ as 
P roprietor of the Work, I feel it due to your Constant and liberal sup- 
|)Ott to return you, in additihn to the Editor’s acknowledgments in the 
Preface to the preceding Volume, my penronal an4fcore especial thanks. 
I'he patriotic views with which tile Publication was first instituted, I have 
Invdriably adhered to ; and, by admitting all the argumei^ts offered on both 
Sides of every public question, have, 1 trust, evinced my unbiassed and im« 
partial zeal for the public good, dear of all patty or personal considerations* 
i'he strenuous exertions made to promote science, and to rc<4itd useful dis« 
covrics, — to point out and advocate, and sustain, useful and necessary^* 
provemeiits and alterations in our naval system ; all which have been greatly 
forwarded, and many of them originally suggested, in the pages of the 
Naval Chboiticlr will I trust still farther recommend it to phblic 
patronage. In recording the services of the Officers of the British Navy, 
Do 4 nan’s cliaiacter has suffered under the Editor’s rcmaiks — but 
through his means, have been bi ought forwaid, to public notice, 
their fair fame handed down as examples to posterity. His ambition 
has been to promote their best interests, and lie trusts to their fiberat 
And zealous support as the essential foundation of his labours [in^thttif 
Service. 

Jt is on this open ground that I also rest my claim to the general support 
of the Officers of the British navy, in keeping still open a Chronicle to re- 
cord their services, and to advocate their interests^ But While thus tWotic, 
fertng my tequbst, I hope not to be mistaken as^ using the langoage of 
complaint. I am happy and proucAn acknowledging rhe couptenatve and 
support of ffiany of the i||g, and other superior Officers qf tiie Bi itish 
Navy, and mean no more than to state tlie ground of my request, tHkt the 
patronage of the higher ranks of the profession may be still more generaly 
as to them the price of the publication cannot be an object. 

To the inferior Officers, I liope I have only , to suggest the eaiy termi oti 
%hich, by a small individual subscription, one, two, or moreBCoptes, ac- 
ConiRng to the rate of the ship, might* be received, to render tljl^ieceptiOH 
ijkoeial throt^fltnat the British Navy in (^rnksioni , 
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Ti^Ow Narta Of of the East India Company^ Smic^ and ^ lit ^ 

MarebaatSenrice generally, 1 respectfully recomme&l the Natal Cbbohi* 
Cta*a8 a worl^of demand hnd interest hi the Eait and Weit Ii^iei, anch 
Chr^glioat the whole of '^the* British Coledlest Adll at the mane time eu- 
gagetgn my part, that^ no means, whether of labonr or eipense^ shall be 
omitl|w render the Naval CaaoNicts a Work wor4|y of the patronage 
and support here solieited by, • 

* OcKTLSICfiK, . 

Your most obedient SemafK^ ^ 


^Navac CffRoarcLE Office, 
lit Januarjf,^8f^ 


CORRESl»ONDENCB. 



On the Increase of our Navai jPofT|. 

Letter I* 

MR. FDiTOR^ Ut September^ ]8ir. 

XN a former letter, I addressed some remarks to your naval readers, on 
the necessity which seems to exist in the present state of our navy, 
Ipoking at that of other powers, for rendering it*more numerous and 
effeedve, by an increased degree of vigour and exertion in our dock-yards t 
nor, I think, will this be denied ; for if it is nof at present absolutely 
nemsary, it must at least be allowed to be expedient, as our number of 
ships is now so greatly below the amount we possessed at the end of the 
war, and which we required,* to cope with the fleeA and squadrol^ of our 
enemies. But, it wilt be said, admitting all this, hi the present state of rtf 
finances of the country, however willing ministers may be to rebuild and 
•repbr a formidable naval force worthy of Britain to possess^ yet we cannot 
at onoe riish Into the^great and unavoidable expense necdsary to accum- 
pUsb this objpet, however desirable it may be. My purpose, therefore, is, 
not to propose thg imipcdjpte completion of ti|||jjp mighty work, for it admits 
not <Sf being^one in one year, but must be the work of many, but only to 
tfommence^pdations, and that oil such a scale, as shall, if happily perse- 
vered in, give us at the end of ten or a dozen years, what every Eiiglishmaa 
who glories in his country’s greatness will desire to see— a Navy— able to 
rgsist add to overcome the qniced power of the world. For this purpose I 
would propose that our naval estimates shall henerforth be framed widi a 
view to Pi^vide not only for the repiursA>f a gertam number of ships Which ' 

Mb. e^Yonvyol. XXXIX, 
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Mtlirbe convebientlj taken into dopk, but for laying dowp sucli a noix)br of 
line«of>btittle ships anrfijfrigates, as* will allow at least six or seven m tbo 
^oroier, and ten or twelve of the4atter, to be launched i|piiually ; and in 
order to prca^ent the ^pl copsepenccs invariably found T^sult from 
building too rapidly, and of unseasoned timber, T think Uie tjme bestowed 
on building ships of the line may be computed at four years, and for^ j^ates 
three ; so that in ol'der to launch annually the number of ships pressed, 
(viz. six or 'seven o(' the line), twenty-five would be required to be always 
on the stocks, and progressively advancing ; and of frigates, thirty-six. 
The oggX ednsideration, however, comes to be, whether the royal da|ck- 
yards are equal to the preparation of such numbers, without entirely cx« 
eluding the ships requiring repairs : if, indeed, it should unfortunately be 
the case, that this could not be done, I must observe, that as few line of 
battle ships ore required during a period of peace, it is to be hoped that, in 
the course of a very sliort timej many of them needing repairs will be put 
out of hand ; and although I am not exact|j^* certain il to* the number which 
could then be worked upon, as j.he establishments of the different yards 
now stand, yet I would hope, that there could not be any great dithculty 
in making such increased exertions, as would be requiredito effect all I have 
ventured to*recommend ; for at present I believe there are nearly twenty 
ships of the line on the stocks, *and very nearly tlic number of frigates 1 
have mentioned, viz* sb, have been named and ordered to lie laid down, 
although it is not meant, 1 fancy, to work upon the whole at once* Bj|||ke 
plan now pro^ioseif (and 1 am sure it will not be considered too laffl), 
svhilst a great, and 1 hope a durable, addition to our navy would be annu- 
ally made, 1 am inclined to think the increase of expense would nrit be 
found to be so great as at first sight might be expected ; it would princi- 
pally consist in the timber and naval stores required for properly construq:t- 
ing the new ships ; a«d no one will deny the pressing necessity which exists 
for a new, and better system, in building ships for 'die royal navy ; so thiiC 
they may not he heredo-day^ and gone to-morrow^ ns we have foiindi to our 
^ cost, to have lately been the case. 'What is now done, stiould at any rate 
be a?ell done ; and the ships now built, whether few or many, be su^h as 
may prove calculated |o stem the ocean's stormy billows, if required, for 
years to come. These hints, Mr. Editor, I send you, not presuming on my 
bwn ability to direct those in power on this subject, but hoping they may 
lead others more able to advise, to give their opinions, on a subject of ^uch 
vast and iiicalqulable importance to the whole Hritish empir^ and, Sir,^!' 
should not do justice to my own feelings, were I u neglect again bcarhi]^ 
testimony to die great exertions winch the present Board of Admiralty are 
making, not only to repladb and repair our shi|h, ntrfar*bs dtr* nicang com- 
mitted to them will permit, but also to correct and eradicate those errors 
which must have crept in and prevailed during a long cotilipuaiice of war. 
Let them, then, persevere in this great aiid ijecessary work ; assured that, 
their exertions will nut pass unnoiiced, nor unrewarded, if the testidiohy of 
ai^robation, that best reward, from all lover^ of their country, and f^tn 
ail interested in the welfare and prosperity of the naval profosISon, ina? bo 
considered a reward, it must^ think, le btglily gratifying to ■ ■ 
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I lifipe Sir» that* gur days of distress. and moorning are gone ^y^aiNl 
(fnrt a long and prosperous period of peace airaits our still bappy 
Shgland ; so ^ait hy makinl^ue and adequate preparation now of a navy* 
worthy of Jier greatness, th^ritish Lionji^f again, |||jased, may #till be able 
to dash off the assailing foe, ns the rock of Gibraltar does the united waters 
o^f th%4tlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea. 




TO THE RIGHT HONOJIABLE LORD MELVILLE.* 

On Jmprewnenif its Evils, and Consequences — Its gradual Aboliiion recom» 
mended ; and Plan for rewarding and encouraging Seamen suggested. 


“ Then, lie this truth the star by which wc steer. 
Above all else, our Coaotry«we hold dear.’* 


The wise and active conquer difficulties by daring to attempl them. 

MY LORD, * Slst Dec. 1817. 

%|AM induced to address your Lordship again on this important subject, 
from perceiving that there is considerable ho|A! eniertained by 
Mr. Urquhart, and the other friends to the abolition of impressment, of its 
being submitted to the consideration of Parliament, and referred to a Com- 
mittee in the course of the ensuing Session. I sincerely hope, that in this 
expectation tliey will not be disappointed, but that their patriotic exertions 
will be zealously supported by the great body of merchants and ship-owners^ 
countenanced by your* Lordship and the Board of Admiralty ; and 1 am 
lure applauded by the nation at large. To make any,rash or inconsiderate 
changes, my Lord, is far from being my wish, aim, or object ; all that is 
wanted, is a dispassionate inquiry into this subject, and not on it only, but 
on the general nature of our ^arine laws, and maritime policy ; and I need 
not remind your Lordship, or those interested in these great and important 
inquiries, of the beneficial consequences which have arisen, or of the grtot 
improvements which have taken place, from the able, and admirable 
reports on ol^r interesting and important national questigns, which have 
Certainly done iminorcal honour to the parliament, and which will render 
Us, annals offd records memorable io English iiistory : these, my Lord, I 
presume to ^ey, afibrilik sui^ and infallible pledgH of whatroigh\ be expected, 
were a similar plan now pursued with regard to iinpressmeiic. 

, We have been long accustomed, my Lord, to man our fleets in time of 
war In a great measure by means of it ; but in times of quiet like the pre« 
sen^^ ft .surety wilt not be considered a useless inquiry, if we attempt to 
discover some preferable, some less cruel, and also more efiicient plan/fop 
raising toed for the royal navy. Of the grievous hardships and many evjls 
■rising the system of impressiftent, it Ik X think quite unnecesinry Co 
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than tluit they are well Jkoown to all from 4e^nptk>n (ami U'i$ 
not 'easy to exaggerate ki this caee)» and to many, veiy many^ from icCiial 
experience. Or ocular dOinonstratioii every hiOOane miikd^ therefore, aikl 
a^i^t proportion, 1 hoUeve, of our naval odi&rs, must be, and 1 aniOOB^ 
vinced are, very desirous to see other measures adopted for getting seameiit 
less revolting to the best feelings of our nature, and far more coogenjal to 
tlie principles of Englishmen. The natural and unavoidable l^onsequences 
of impressment, if war continues long, are, desertion. Now, if we nar- 
rowly examine into all the circumstances, can this be much wondered at ; 
for seamen pressed into the service, and retained in it for an indefinite 
number of years, to which they can observe no approaching end, perhaps, 
tpo, subject to severe and rigid discipline, nny, to tyrannical and oppreasiva^ 
conduct on the part of their superiors, must becume restless, tired, 
and disgusted. 

These disagreeable consequences were felt, my Lord, jn a more especial 
manner, towards the end of the late war*; they wefe no doubt increased 
and aggravated by th( seductions of our trans-atlantic enemies ; but to no 
other cause can the desertion of so many seamen be ascribed; except to 
thebe, from all others, it is inexplicable: but this was not all; it is* 
also certain *tbat such desertion unfortunately contributed, eminently con-' 
tributed, to the mortifynig, ultfiough short-lived success of the Arnericaa 
navy ; and you must no doubt recollect how inferior were cl^e crows of 
many of our men of war at that time, to wbat they were at an cariier 
period of the h)ng«pro^racted struggle we were then engaged in ; the general 
voice of indignation which was heard throughout the nation, at these unex- 
pected triumphs on the part of this new rival on the ocean, your Lrirtfship 
Cannot yet have forgotten. I hope it will not soon be forgotten ; for we 
ought to be ready and prepared to renew the contest when called on, apd 
with the fullest and most decisive effect. But let us only look back so far, 
ikiy Lord, as to ensure our now looking around with attention, and more 
thau ordinary circumspection ; let us not allow either a negligent indiffer- 
ence, or irremoveable prejudices, to lay such hold of our minds, as to 
Knder us spell-bcund^ alike deaf to the voice of reason, patriotism, or posi- 
tive experience : for, my Lord, if we arc fo*jnd in an unprepared state, 
^ben the trump of war shall again sound (and who can tell how soon), 
dther from across the Atlantic, the Baltic, or the Channel, be assured we 
Axil reap the bitter fruits of our neglect, and the trident of the ocean tiC , 
nkposed to be torn from our grasp. The trident of Neptui# EngiishdH 
have long been accustomed to consider theira by b\rtli-right ; it was won 
by the blood qnd valour of f heir forefatlmrs, under lli|ssel, llawke, and 
Boscawen, preserved by that of their fathers, o^er {lodncy, Hone, 
$t. Vincent, and Duncan ; and for which we are ready to ffght, jind, like 
Nelson, to die ; but, my Lord, it is no plaything, no useless toy, but a 
|reat and smous chaise, and Heaven forbid* it should ever fall in^o. the 
^nds of ikose presiding at the head of our naval affairs, who did not fjspl, 
gad duly appreciate, all the magnitude and responsibility of tljeir charge, 
involving both the highest honpurs anc^ dearest interests of their country- 
111 your haodbi my Lord, and that of your able professional assistants, 1 



* cawimFOifBSVCS^ « 49 

ibink^it b saf<p ; buit^e niuBt watch over^ aqd it} as* our moat pit- 
cioas Croasure, coveted and desired hy ‘many rivals, • 

In a fordier JeCter, I toolc^the liberry'cf sui;gestinl{t« that by perhaps con-* 
fining the limits of impressment to seameti wHb had%ot already Served their 
Goemtry for seven years, one important step would be made at least towards 
its general abolition. I esteem it to be a clear and indispensable duty and 
obligation in every seaman, to serve in the navy for a certain limited period 
in time of War ; and the regulation of thi$ period, and other requisite 
•aeouregements, to be given to seamen who enter the navy and continue in 
it, are, 1 humbly think, the great points to be taken into consideiUtion ; 
and I trust, my Lord, that the necessity being proved, neither useless 
delay, nor cold indifierence, will be permitted to withhold, or prevent that 
inquiry which circumstances demand. With this hope, I shall proceed to 
state my ideas as to the plan of encouragement necessary to induce a volun- 
tary entry into the»naj(y, and a continuance of seamen in the service ; for 
although our gallant tars are *ever ready to fight ^tlie battles of their 
country, and to come forward at the beginning of a war, yet to require 
Clteir unlimited services, without holding forth adequate inducements, 
appears to me more than can be itiasonably expected ; the present pay is 
oo doubt sufficient for present wants, but 4 provides not for futurity, nei- 
ther is it at all equal to the wages in the merchant service in time of war. 
We^have besides the actual experience of the consequences resulting from 
the present plan, as the desertion of our men, and their* reluctance to re- 
enter on the peace establisbineiit, hai'e fully brought 4hem before our eyes. 
If, tjieii, something more is necessary, perhaps the following new regula- 
tions, or similar ones, might be found worthy of consideration, 

I have already said, that every British seaman is to be considered as 
bound to serve his country in time of war fora certain period, say for seven 
y^ars; to every seaman who enters a bounty ought certainly to be given, 
Ai^Aerthan has yet been in use; after the expiry of that period, on re- 
entry, an increase of wages, ^ of at least 5s. per month to able seamen,^., 
ought to be allowed ; ond at the conclusion of the war an annual bounty, 
dr retaining half-pay, of 5/. or 6/. per annum, be bestowed on every man 
who has behaved well, and ftrved seven years. By this means, my- Lord, 
the country will, I think, well and effectually reward the former, and 
Heure i\\e future services of our invaluable race of seamen ; for in times of 
• dedlBe this small pension will be of great consequence to them, when em- 
fliijred in *th/mercbaiu service on reduced wages; and by judicious regula- 
tions, there grould be mo more difficulty in securing their future services 
when required, than (here«wiliy«*by a similar ^rangement of*hair-pay pen- 
sions* very wisefy made, with respect tofietty and warrant officers, at tlie 
•conclusion of the late war. The duly great objection to it, is the expense; 
and in our present situation, wkc’h reduction and economy are so imperi- 
ous necessary, to speak oPincrease may be deemed rash ; but, my Lord, 
why shbuld not the droit% of Admiralty be employed to such a noble 


i 


* As in* the Ariu^. 
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putp096-*^tci, I veriljr helievc» theic legitimate and'proper purpose ? or wliy 
should not Viper centa^i be retained from all prize-money— it would^ in fact^ 
*be only laying it up* for our seamen until they more required it.* 

It eertaidily is my opinion, Vny Lord, as well as that of many otliers woU 
acquainted with naval affairs, that a plan of this kind would be found efibc- 
tuai for securing the services of o sufficient number of seamen for the^royal 
navy during ordinary wars, without having recourse'to impressment, or at- 
any rate not extending it to those who had previously served the appointed 
time of seven years : it must also be very evident, that the hardship of it 
would^he greatly diminished; for I hold it not the service, but the 
duration of that service, together With some otlier well understood 
grievances, which a fixed system of commatfd would greatly, if not entirely 
remove, that produces the real and serious evils of impressment. If it 
can be shewn, iny Lord, that these evils are capable of diniinution, I 
need not say that the country will naturally expect •‘.he Admiralty to* 
adopt such measures ns may promote an eAd so benevolent, and so fraught 
with advantage, honor, and Security to the nation. Let only proper 
inquiry be made into this matter, and 1 ask no more. The most fit place 
for such investigation as it must prccede*any change in our maritime policy* 
is the House of Commons ; in p Committee of that Honorable House, it 
wilt receive the fullest oonsidcration ; before it, will be summoned those 
most experienced and capable of giving the fullest information oo all mari- 
time snhjecls; aiul, my Lord, you cannot he insensible to the exertions, 
nor to the many important facts already presented to your Lordship by 
Mr. Unpihan, whose perseverance ought finally to prevail. It is not for 
me to sngge^'t to your Lordship what should be the conduct of the Board of 
Admiralty on this occasion ; if it resists the inquiry now called for go 
generally and strongly, mmh responsibility v\ill attach to it : if, however, 
the feelings of that Board are in unison with tho^e of the public, then it 
will propose and conduct such inquiry, and the merit will belong to it, of 
^vjrorooting and introducing, I hope, a very eflicieiit and praise-worthy sys-! 
however different from the old ; whilst the responsibility of the mca-i 
sure i|ill rest where it ought, with the two Houses of Parliament. I canpoC 
doubt, iny Lord, that after a report from S'Cninmitlec of the House of 
Commons, composed of naval and commercial men, and enlightened 
statesmen, has cmbtulied and detailed the fullest information on this mo- 
luentous subject, I cannot for a moment doubt, my Lord, that it woqM^ 
then he your LAid^hip's invUnation, as it would be your duty and provide 
to carry the suggestions of that Committee into fulf, effect, act of Par- 
liament or oiherviise, as ms^y be advised^, 1 csiimot l^'cgej^, neither can 
British seamen cease to remember, ichal your noble fathl^'did for them ; 
he accomplished much, and he wished and intended to do more; you, my 
I^ord, have the same noble field open for^ patriotic exertion ; nnd from 
what has already been done loth for ^officers and men during the former 
parl^of your Lordship’s ad.ininistration, and from the great improvements 

X think the cstahlUlmjcnt o^Saving Ibuiks for scaiuen in time of war mighl 
d« nueb good to thciusclvcs autlfatiulies. 

iM 
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Hod excellent regulatiohs already introduced into the servicCi there can be 
DO reason to doubt tKat ks honor and prosperity are your great object, atid 
a truly noble one it is. 1 trjjst, roy Lwd,^ these will long be ppheld, and 
that the glory of the British navy will fong contmue undimifiished and * 
unimpaired. 'Thrice happy shall I be, shoufd these few observations be 
found so far deserving of your Lordship's attention, as to lead in the 
smallest degree to a serious consideration and investigation of the subject of 
impressment generally ; I am confident they may promote, and cannot 
injure, the good of my country ; its chief bulwark is its navy, and to make 
that arm of defence as complete, as efficient, and as formidable as possible, 
will be the true and best policy of the British government* Our 3Pmies 
may be disbanded, and our ships be*paid off; but if we do not labour ta 
acquire a sufficient number of l&rge ships, and secure efficient crews, to be 
ready when wanted, we risk having the sceptre of the ocean wrested from 
our grasp. I am not an advocite for war, but I call for activity and vigU 
lance. Wc shoul(> beware of entrance to a quarrel ; but being in, bear 
it so, that our enemies may rear^8.7 

Will) these observations, my Lord, I taSc my leave, not without wishing 
j^our Lordship and family a happy new year. May it also be full of pros^ 
perity to Britain ; may her commci^e flourish, and her councils be wise and 
successful ,* this is the fervent wish of • 



^ On Naval Biography* 

MR. rniTOR, 'Z%th November, 

T HRRIH is no part of your highly entertaining, useful, and interesting 
work, wl)ich I conceive better deserves the support of the public, 
apd of professional men* than that of its biography, which records the ser- 
vices of their country's naval defenders ; and I api certain that many 
gallant exploits have never found their way to public notice, merely from aAi(> 
disinclination on the part of those who performed them, to be the heralds of 
their own praise, or to proclaim their own gallant deeds. 

That such modesty is commendable, every one must readily allow; yet 
it is certainly to be regretted, that it should so often and so materially inter- 
fere with the introduction of valour and meric to public notice and appro- 
>t^on : ius this modesty which makes it so difficult to ol^tain any full or 
pFticuIar account of •the biographical services of many most meritorious, 
brave, and deserving officers in his Majesty’s navy ; services which would 
adorn the ppges ^f the Navatlf^Chronicle, aifd immortalize the names of 
illustrious l)croe^~to serve at once as memorials of Britain’s naval achieve- 
Ipcnts, add to point out the path of honour, glory, aud distinction to the 
rising, youthful generation, jiisc*e'nteridg into all the activity of a naval life. 
Sucli being the advantages olf continuing to adorn your work with the me- 
moirs of eminent naval offioers, 1 trust, Mr. Editor, you will be enabled to 
do so, by ftceiving the cordial support and assistance of thoM who have it 
w their power to supply you with stlch comftiunications, panicuUrly rela^ 
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lives to deceaud officers, many of \vhoin I could name, whose lives were 
liighly distinguished, both as excellent men, and ablet>fficers, and yet have 
found no friend to pay this /as/, this Instijig tribute to their worth. 

* Friends, indeed, are often prevented from sending you such eommunica- 
tjoiis, from believing, that except they can furnish the fullest andlnesc 
ample detail of the operations and services in which their friends were 
concerned, that they wodld not be considered fit |br your purpose ; this, 
however, does not appear to me a well-founded objection ; as I have,^ in 
perusing your work, met w ith many short, but still very valuable biogra- 
phical sketches of this kind, and I refer to two instances in particular ; viu 
thatTjf the late Captains Riou and Byron, recorded in the 5(h and 6th 
Volumes of the Naval Chronicle, and which I am sure will be read with 
interest by every one ; the gallant son of the latter gentleman is now a post 
captain in the same honourable service, and equally the object of esteem 
as his father was, and destined, 1 hope, to a larger career of brilliant pro- 
fessional services. These tributes *of regard to departed friends are easily 
bestowed, and will record the virtues and gallant deeds in arms of naval 
officers, in a far more lasting and imperishable manner, than by erecting 
expensive tomb-stones to their memory ; and I trust, whilst so many disi- 
tinguished men belonging to the naval profession are annually going to that 
bourne from whence no travt^Ilcr returns that their services tvill not 1>C 
suffered to fall into oklivion ; but that surviving friends will coiibidcr it 
their duty to pay this last borrfuvful, yet pleasing, mark of respbrt to their 
memory, and fur/iish you, Mr. Editor, with materials for handing down 
their honorable names to posterity. If recent insrances are wanting of 
what is required for this purp<»se, 1 would again refer to the more retenily 
inserted memoirs of Captain (1. Whitby, and of Captain Fothergill,* in 
your last Number; but these are only t%vo out of very many, whose me- 
moirs ought to appear ; and I conceive, that were m v suggestions listened to 
byngval gentlemen, few officers of post rank, or upwards (ail ranks are open 
for inserp'on), would descend into the grave, without their names and 
services being adequately noticed and recorded in your biographical 
sketches ; for however interesting may he the memoir^ of liting officers, 
they must be always considered less pci lect than those of the deceased; 
we cannot forget, that it was a iiieinorablc part of Egyptian Wisdom, never 
to determine the characters of men before they had been sealed by the 
tombj this decision, when pronounced on departed mciit, pays the full 
tribute of honor to virtues that are no more, accompanied, no 
by the painful regret, that they can no longer display their exempli^ 
lustre. Hoping, Mr. Editor, that your support id every department of 
your useful i^ork will be in^proportioii tolls mbrit. I aib^^lfek. 


^nonm 


* Why is not Sir F. Parker's memoir given ? 1 mean late of ^heMeockus 
frigate. * • Ci ^ 
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•l^myks on the Landed Interest^ 


MR. EDITOR, • . * • * Dgcanber lOM, 1817. « 

l^rpT having the presumption to imagine myself infalliblo^ like his 
-1-^ Holiness the Pope, if any thing I may advance in your valuable pub- 
lication should be judged incorrect by your iiit^igent Correspondents, T 
trust I shall %ver be ready to listen with patience to their corrective 
suggestions ; and as from the imperfections and too often selfish bias of our 
notions, we may behold various transactions in a dilTereiit point of view, if 
I cannot coincide in their opinions, 1 will at least give stfnie reason wdiy 1 
adhere to my own. • 

I must therefore own my obligations to your valuable Correspondent, 
J. C. for endeavouring to give me some more correct views of the bituation 
of the landed interest in this Island, than ii :^)poars to him 1 have hitherto 
tueen able to attain.;— I certainly feel some reluctance in again noticing the 
subject, as it must encroach on the pages of a work chiefly devoted to pro- 
mote the maritiinc interests of Great Britaii^. 

I mean not to foj^ow your Correspondent in the regular succession of his< 
remarks, which might draw me to agreatcr length than your readers might 
desire, hut merely to reply in a few observations. 

He has not proved, that after the cormnencement of the war of tlie. 
French Revolution, while the funded profierty of the nation was sud- 
denly depressed to near one- half of its value, the landed was not doubled 
in a few years. Tiiis remark was drawn iurtli by obgcrvations made in a 
certain place, where more jibcrnl sentiments might have been e.Kpected, 
that as the value of land had fallen, and the funds hud advanced, there- 
fore the latter should he subject to the property tax, while the former was 
exempted." It must be appu’’ciit to every one, that this suggestion was as 
equitable, as if the funded property had said after its depression, — the land 
is doubled in value, therefore, let it pay the income tax, but the former 
go free.— Is there any ciror, or partiality in this asserlKni ? 

In the string of items which .7. C. has enumerattd, to which the landed- 
interest is subject, are there any to which it not so previous to 1792? 

I never should have tlioughw of comparing the fanner, at any time, to- 
the OK ticading out the corn.— If any comptii isiin of this sort were judged 
necessary fur the elucidation of the subject, perhaps, many might think it 
fp applicable, previous to 1815, to the siullcd ox, whose sides were 
piling, and his dewlap hanging below his knees. • 

Another expression, •which your Correspondent J. C. may have over- 
looked, does ifoi^ound altogeliic^harmonious ii^ my cars — “T^ie army and 
» navy, who ai^^wT by govJrniiHiit." — his is, indeed, something in the 
ox-style ; or it may he intended in the style of Sir Joseph Mawbey s proba- 
tionary pig-stye Ode, for the laureate ; which pcrliups might be inadvertently^ 
intended ; as we are told afie^wards, that a celebrated minister ** compared 
^he commercial |nd rnanurncturiiig community to prgs in a " which, 
before be could touch a bristle of one, the whole were in a grunting, 
niunching, and foaming uproar.’’ I ^huil make no rcniiirk on tliis nsscr- 
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tioiD ; but proceed to aotice anot|ier» madfe hy the celebreted ipirtfe* 
ter; that« while xhc (Snoer was ai represented, ^*the lend«bolder ” was el 
. tbe seoie tiaie like the^Quiex suesp,. allowingthiipselfto.be ebprii wij^OVt 

ji&truggle.a , , 

The miyontjr of vour readers will, no dpubt. Sir, be rea^y to, 
this must have been prevjpus to 1702 ; for if we look ateome late treeksc- 
tSOMs not. a few might be inclined to compare kun^ in those dajti, to 
belkswing bull, tearing up the earth, and thiantofiiiig <|estroction to all ww> 
atlieeipted to invade his favorite haunt. 

. Btf, Sir, as 1 have a great dislike to comparisons that may eppHf 
castie, 1 shall only fartlier observe, that the celebrated oiiniecer'e ” say* 
ing does not appear applicable to the present time. 

Am J, C« in order to elucidate his argument, has produced a string of 
queries, it may not be amiss to set others against them, as the shortest way 
of replying.' ' * 

Were not the rent* rolls of estates generally doublecf between lf9S and 
1808, where tlie leases eipirqd? Where farmers held them any poo- 
.eiderahle time after 1792, under former covenants, did they not become in 
a great measure independent, where pru^nce was exercised ? Generally 
throughour the kingdom, was not this mode of living changed into more ex- 
pensive habits ? Did not all tKis take place amidst an increase of taxes ai^d 
poor’s rates, and all imposts to which the holders of land had teen usually 
aulyecced ? To what cause was this prosperity and increase of wealth to 
be ascribed ^ *Was U from any new discoveries in the culture of land ? 
Was it hy the aid of agricultural reports, or chyinicnl composts, that 
brouglit into the burn double crops ? Or was it by the increased comiuerce 
of the country, which strengthened the nation, and caused prosperity to 
€ow tiirougli all her veins ? If from ihc latter, as most uiirloubtedly it was, 
does not this most clearly point out the intimate feeling there is hetween 
the commerce of the country and the landed interest f Did not the shdek 
which the former received at the peace, immediately recoil upon the latter, 
and paralyse its whole body ? Did not this undeuinhle fact justify the ob- 
servation, that if the landed inleicst sought, or slrallseck, to improve itself 
at the expense of commerce, it would only l^e hghting ngniust itself? But 
if the nectaries of life, and especially Bread, cun only be find in this 
country, at a rate of one-third higher, or near double, to what it enu be 
purchased in other countries, must not this huvo a luauifest tendenp) to 
depress and shackle commerce ? . , , ^ 

« It is true, the landed interest can exist wiiliout commerce ; but by 'no 
means in its present state of magnificence and sprendour;dn its priheely 
income and establishments ; in its palacef, and retinudtliaf /vnllows. in the 
profusion, not only of the necessaries, but of the luxuries of life ; which 
even a general ofiicer in the army, or a, flag officer in the navy, who has 
uotbiflg but the pay allowed from ite country^ cannot pretend to vie with. 

I ceit assure your Correspondent J, C. that I am so far from desiring, 
that I even have not the most distant wish ilrat the landlH interest should 
cDotteve a rewneraciiig price for its produce ; but what, that Remuneration 
; ^lOight to be^ may be the cabse of onions widely difiercnt.«»Did not Sir 
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X Groli&vn, wlien Wit cgni bill wits under discossioii, nsserti that himself 
and inan/otbers would think' theihselvefl strongly enough protected for i 
just reindrierktflm, if ihe infportation'rlstHction extended to shil-* 

iia|»^<)URrter? Was it not observed brothers, that by making it so 
hi|dk It now stands they would appear as legislating for themselves, and 
not for tlie general good of^he country ? Of thie^truth of this observatims 
few iinpSrtiarmi'ads will have any doubt ; and as to the measure, that is 
the (Sem bill, haV!ng * only tn^oOgHt forth a mouse, the greater part of 
the community may be disposed, not' only to think, but to assert, from the 
of respectable evidence, that it has'lirougfiC forth a swagss of 
devouring Aits.— HEfow yoor Correspondent can make it appear^ that com 
has been cheaper ever since the corn bill wos enacted, is beyond my power 
of comprehension. Was it to be expected that its operation could be 
Histantaheous ar Aie lightnin<4 } Did it not/eqiiire time to have proof of 
its effects? If it svere a bad harvest jn this country last year, so was it 
gOneFratly throughout Europe z it is asserted, that the foreign wheat of 
tiiat year's growth, imported from the Baltic, after being warehoused in 
^London, and all Qliargcs paid, post but shillings the quarter. 

then, the rcmunemtlhg price of the Baltic landlord and farmers were 
shillings in a year of Icarcity, what ou^ht those in this ‘country to 
receive ? 

When ike difference of taxation is Allowed, ought not this in justice to 
be the standard ? J. C. asks, if I am ** aware, with the^present enormous 
pressure upon the land, what a quarter of wheat cosjs the grcAver?** — The 
modp of asking this question is cnleuiated to excite alarm, <ns if some fear- 
ful secret was veiled fiom the eyes of the people, and the land only groaned 
under the embarrassuicot which has assailed Otid oppressed nil ranks of the 
community ; and none more than the commercial, although it may not 
have lieen loudest in it^ complaints. Instead of giving an opinion of my 
own, 1 shall answer this question hy the declaration of several intelligent 
and respectable farmers, who held estates at double* the rent which had 
formerly been paid, that is within the period of fifteen years, besides 
being subject to all outgoings but the property- tax. These men declared ' 
they would be perfectly satisfied, could they obtain sixij/seven or sixty^six 
shillings the quarter, without looking for any deduction of rent. Again, I 
am asked, if I *' expect it afforded to the public for less than its original 
^cosH?*' This question implies so much injustice of expectation, that it 
deserves lio answer. Those whom the landholder may tbink arc hound 
quiescently to coincid^t in his opinion of a remunerating price, may not all 
be so disposed, “ the rich, w^o can afford, to pay a rewarding price,*’ 
estimialed bjf^the landholder, may nut object ; 1 am sure those of the army 
.and navy •who are in (his class will have no objection to render Justice to 
their fellow-subjects; neither wiU the whole body, ns far as they are able. 
But. when it is considered, iliat there are thoussiiids in the army and navy 
whose pittance of half- pay docs not exceed ninety pounds per annum, and 
that maiiy^f those have families to support, can it be matter of surprise 
tliat they, as well as other classes of the community, should eariwstly desire 
to see wheat ut three pounds per quarter ; would be mi advanoe of 



^ CORUESFONOENCl^. ' 

twenty per cent, since 1792. M^ny years since t1)at.period, it bas been at 
an Advance bf eiglity,' an hundred, and even an hundred and twenty per 
fCent. ; and Tor the twailast.yeaTs-has been iroift eighty to an hundred^,, 

1 agree With J‘, C. that niUffh of the profits earloricd from the puhjitif Tbr 
the produce of land, especially corn and butchei *s meat, has nut come into 
the pocket either of the faftner or landlord. Tliis is an evil which calls 
loud for exatnination and legislative interference ; /and nuthing more so, 
than the itianner ol' determining the pri^ of corn at Mark-lane. If report 
be bat near the truth* <^the scenes th^fc transacted ought to be unveiled^ 
and^e nation hop longer left a prey to the unfeeling extortioner, aiid ava- 
ricious griper ; to the soul absorbed by the love of gain, which would 
smile at a starving population, could it enrich itself. None ouglit to be 
more intent on exposing such acts than the landholder himself. 

Estiinatiug the gross rental of the kingdom at thirty millions, and the 
poorts rates at ten millions,’* your Correspondent tfien inquires, does noC< 
the landholder give up to the poor o//e-third of his income This, if true, 
would cerluinly be an immense sacrihcc. But perhaps it w'ould be nearer 
the truth to estimate the nett rental of th^ kingdom at, more than thirty 
millions, clear of poor’s rates and tytlies.' Eor, have not the rental oi' 
lands and libuses been gencrallv doubled ? and almost every where con- 
siderably advanced ? And has not all this increase of rental been dis- 
charged by the occupiers, besides poor’s rates and tylhes, and gimcralty all 
imposts whatever, the land and property taxes excepted f 

Long befif.*e*^]Vfr. Pitt’s death, the rental of houses was estimated at six 
millions. Caiiobt the inhabitors of houses in every city and town heai; tes- 
timony to their advance of rent, besides defraying tlio poor’s rates ? Ilow 
then docs the landholder pay them ? Shall we he told tlial he wonld receive 
more rent, if the poor’s rates were less ? this would he a mere deception. 
Is it not evident that the owner of houses and land, when iiis iciital is 
advanced, clear of all imposts hut those to which all other classes of the 
community are subject, must be a gainer to the amount of the advance ? 
Is it not also evident, that an annuitant, of equal income, who formerly 
rented a house, at any sum, but who afterwards paid oiie-lialf more, be- 
sides an advance of poor’s rales, window iax,« and huc^c duty, must have 
been deficient every )ear by tlieir amonni, U;^ides being subject, 

equal with hib landlord, to all the advance on the necessaries of life? 
V/ho then had a right to make the loudest complaint ? , 

Every one mrquainted with past evenis musC allow, that from the enor- 
mous advance had taken place on all tlie produce 'of land, the cager- 
iiesss with which agriculiuiins sought after estates; lljeir worrying oii^ 
another at auctions, and undeniiming one another by those sly gripers 
sealed tenders, and fiom those causes the enurinous advance cliatJiad been 
^iven 6n rents, tlia£ whenever the doors of^coniincrce were closed,, which 
'^ve life an^ vent Co all these ti ansactiuiis, au iminediale revulsion was (o 
be expected. 

The case nicritioiied by J. C. respecting the poor’s rates, app^ajs rat.her 
singular. 1 knew a parish, not many ^cars since, altogether agricultural^ 
where the rental uuglit be near 10,0001. per aupum, and the poor’s rate not 
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more tlion 150/.— Ltft ui* hope that this f^Sarful Evin^ which is now preying 
upon the vitals of the country, by abettiopJndolefiA;, vice, U|d profligacy, 
and holding out a lure to their eyes, wjumeet with*an eflectual check. * 




On the MunnerSf Sfc, cf the Nav}^* 

HR. KDiTOii, London^ Jtin. 10/A, 181P, 

I N addressing you thus early in* the year, permit me to congratulate 
yon, on my being able to discern, from two or three of your last num- 
bers, that the interests of the navy are taken up by your different Corres- 
poiuJeiits with more spirit, wh'dc at the suipe time, their remarks are free 
•from that abuse,* wliicli charactcrisc4 some months back, a few of th^ 
puhlicjournals on the sainc suhjbct. This, Sir, is ns it should he, both equally 
advHiUagooub to the service and the government; for the latter cannot tell 
what is, or what not u grievance, until told it is so, by those who feel the 
•pmswc; and the former cannot sexpcct to have its wrongs redressed, if 
the rcpre!»entation bo made in unbecomiiig^languagc. 

There is a certain respect (luc, even from Englishmen, to men in office; 
as there ia^ also, a reciprocal respect dUc from them, towards all those who 
are in any way connected with their authority. A violgtj^n of respect on 
cither side, naturally gcnciates a feeling of corresposiding coiftcmpC on tlie 
othgr. but, to return to the position from whence 1 set out, 1 must again 
repeat, that 1 congratulate you on the spirit of your Correspondents, and 
particularly an a very able advocate in your last number, who signed him- 
self 7\ H. and who, 1 think, professed not to belong to the navy. This 
geiulemnii, while he takes up the subject on the side of the wooden- 
walls/' has told you, like a true-hearted Englishman, that he ** loves to see 
our military patriots honoured and rewarded,’^ &c. In short, the whole 
letter does equal honour, both to titc head and the heart that composed 
it; and it gives me sincere pleasure, observing, as every one must, that the 
“ Gentlemen of England” ifre getting more and more alive to the neglect 
of our natural defence ; our defeucc on the ocean. 

It is this circumstance alone, which augurs well for the future prospects 
^ of* the British navy, and which renders useless, my insisting upon some 
topics that 1 had otherwise intended. The great inisfortifnc of the navy, 
in my estiiqiitioii, h^ been the indifference with which they have looked 
- upon their own ^cgradatipii, and with whiflh each rank has viewed the 
interests of those below it; not considering the whole, but a part ; and 
. not considering, that what wounds a limb, must ultimately be ruinous to 
the body. Not considering, Uiftt the more respectable the midshipman, 
the- more respectable must be the lieutenant; the more dignified the 
' captaiir, the more cliguifici;^ will be the admiral. For it is impossible the 
top of a building can stand upon nothing; there must be a foundation, 
and the more solid the latter, the higher tbe^former may be raised. Upon 
tins principle, the pay, which is . now so generally complained of, would 
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ffdanutoBinty iocrenac; b0etttM,‘ if the ffftff bwikt wai wdl p«id, 
tlMiiNNct «b9V« im ID niifkt amisqvmit^ be m tibtwbe; end iliuti 
^ n U iwlif coH^e to tbe h^e i t; It e^uld, in feet^ 

by ^ tnore e!|iiiitty IIivIMd^ pmd ^rafeotlAnny erbkb 

new wa^dbil^m bike piece move freqeently. But %he ermy Jn^tbii^ a9» 
jndeetfj tottoy dther thinge, is an eiteiaple tor ijil^tioo. Y<hi never 
1 1 ( 4 fwid to «vRlk ^ilirieifer dki bitoa^inst 

that en$igi^ bis jaei%iiU ^ipl xliunia ; or against associating 
s^ provide bii conduct be'CQftj|Of» all olcasiIiiis ; by wbiqb 
toetm the ensign ban an oppnrtomty of ^noting tlie langungn a^ man* 
ne|l| nf his auperioas, has no inducenient to mix m low company^ or to 
niii^lMa of vnjiginty, by winch alone he is able to sbuie^ where ibere la 
ttoither i||e, ehcc^ profligate age, cheeky or decornm. If it was ot)tcrwtse 
in Ae army’f^i^re would be the wonder if courtiers should 6nd the officers 
£ df ^lOrvioe, to be any thing but .gentle men I If thd founCttm-head be 
ingputo, what will be the stream that i^ws from it ^ 'Tell me you? 
ootnpany, and I'll tell you wba yon are^*' may soive to illustrate the 
forngohig obsenrations. Let the naTy, theii, while u aolfoits the redress of 
existing abuses, on the part of the gdtOrnmmt, set ahont« at the <iame 
time^ redressing those, which they theiritoi^cs hate cTcnied. Let the 
admirals and captains who have the bonpnr to be i mploycd duuni; the 
peace, eodeavonr to introduce a reform^ niih respect to fhe yonng 
gehtlumen, whn.!>* they may very well accomplish* Surel), 3ii,it is the 
wish of every naval officer to see the service, of which he is a memher^ on 
ns fespeocabte a footing at possible. And if this he the case, let every 
one hi bis individual capacity, study not only in his own conduct, but also 
in influencing the conduct of others, how td increase its honours, nOt only 
on the ocean, bat on the land ; and not only in his own person, bnf^ in the 
person of every member of the service. 

In saying thus much, ( by no means wish to have it thought, that 
officers of rank, are not as much accomplished in the navy as in the 
army; but, the manner of associating on board, has unrortanaiely thrown 
off that restraint, which ought contiinviHy to be esercised over boys and 
very young raen. 

Neither do I wish to see the n'lxy all Cbesser(ia)j[s ; there is a becoming 
roughness in the profletsion, winch is, perhaps, nu^ only propyr, but even 
pleasing in soci^y. Bet, what 1 particelarly object to, is, that inj(<|ihipnBeii 
nnd very young liemei^auts shoHld, In order maiieV/ timt they h|dbn| to a 
highly honouMble profusion, maKe use oTtheVevy amfflioil ffllgar 
idioms of yhe^men tliey wCrif intended to comnirnd. ^ ^ 

It is ihr^tbat brings disgrace upon tlie service ; jit is Uni^itr jarhibb we 
Au,lt a r«me47 i ’■* » *1^* ■W'nK iHniA ( Ihtve bMii 

wtiin,. UKto tbeyoaii,*l«r»or tbfl ol,, MioesMt* with (twlr •upfrion^ 
an4 «*k sbiitl Very toon iM ■ ^wat alteratioa^v tht IwOtr. Tii»w 
tiaocn iftiaiw ^ . 
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Mr. Otofg* Jfyat te/ify Sfr<i MliaNtt Vrgukati. 

X*Sliip|iing Cgi)iBiiiiuef^lby^i1^%ottui« ^rt^hart, 
with havii^ lo ^ )et^f tnicitdd h the fMbiiC Xetf^ giT of 

October^ l»gi^ ^ e Shlj^wtier/’ gir^ an ^noerrect atiiitihi^ arlmt 
passed tik reBqfhua|i^iipadR!9 h^ that feetihoMHi^M^ih^ last 


passed iieB)MS^|iftg db resgfhti 
annual aaeetiai ^ ch^ 

1 oertnmly ^ admit thlS^^ 
ii(hse puhlieacion» voli 
Urquli^ir lu jptelfi tiei 

of oijf'qapt^ 

consent, and^ cer^ialy, |£ry 


M <Wp fUrdy 
ledgsAeat te Iff* 
taken admntage 
ivithoai* tey^ 

poBiuveiy fleny/ tUt SCiS if. caii[^lintjp.lli!fj^^i^^ 
jiresuraption^atTwro^itatt^ Snadhati^ii^f t fa 
or any of its meffaita. »l£ was s^ritten aofiM^ W 
paper for in|prti«o, aftt^ I had bo^> Ur. lidiEeft^^ei^klioiit 

4MSnltitig qny p^aaa whateVer if r was 
it |Mfiottsly read by dty one the ebt^ i^lm^pied .d^rfw^yitever;^ 
tlierdfag^npiy bd ita er^ss, Itely am acmntahb,far|hip|i^ irnd^hpuld 

in jusnee^attachen tq f e alaae* ^jUS coasi^rafqn nie, 

though wttli ostretn^rehlctannejlnare ^an^majf marety-^ngnalone, to 
notice Ml. tJ/s address; fbr« wnhoiui jjhdlt^hg myMf ^le 
inexperience,'^ wlmsL ha has Uifdly ofiefed spe; l&y^tti|in|^j^tal#>what 
I saw and Ifeard at a PuVi^ Meqtiu|f % t^pld eeinhi$|;4y)H^ the 
poiou on whi^ we pre wi£odti«ajir.eabmeBtdL«ni^^ 

decisipq of^tkkn geptteeiea prei!« tlia Ittetuff ^ the inbdaal ibt 

meet fully i|; lo deienpiy emmif ditpLing, how* 

ever, ihrf Mf, n^on or t^inoeeafigp df^this lilee^pij;i 

sf attentui^bamiiii^ would Um an UPfN^^.hprdly amsary 

for my jifdacitioo, for 8^ adiiiud|be poensistdaey ttera dWiousil^ would 
have been, m sancttomng% raaoiifnits dweoljr at ff^iahee ivitjll a lepoit 
which had been read ai|il ^aiiMaiW qppiwusd hf the Sfepung h fees 
minutes before* he odi|j|ts, sflso, Iliq^M^* Utgbm ^ |lr^O>Hespy^ the 
onJjr gentlemijps who made ai^ vqipons upohnliu fiMsyioueto 

the resotpt^ns beuig witlullAwn, llejui^ “ Meet)iji||^s talen l>^ 

snrprisljC.;^' that the q Nf#iW,yy gentlemen 

had sudieiena Imiw^s^nh^^^ 

at that time^ltliodln they thought it dUsKtng thw'iiajhsitt^^ 

* rattonei tile C4(iyiittee**4kYec immediatgiy iifmr Imping suited |h%Mr« 
U. comds to Aw i|f <N» 
cap o«]y be cpastroqi^ ag an p^aiMUUdM e#afW4i|^ Aoirim^df shn 
iwfolutdiu.^By eAat Bngaia# l^iPid phMss» iir. teiiaiKi0d# 
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opinion^ I can deny t))ac it was generally apyrovo^ Ijpfhe fleeting; and 
before he finishes the period, he seems desirous of furnishing me with a 
liatisfactory answer, bynmmediatin^HKlding, ** ftid I will venture further 
fl^flsert for Ifls information, thet nine out of ten, particularly nautical men, 
are decidedly for the question, though I have my doubt, if one in ten 
won/id dare publicly io offer his real sentiments upon t/.” This observation 
%vill of itself, r thjnk, sufficiently account for any misconception on my 
part, (if I have really formed any) respecting the sense of the Meeting 
upon his Resolutions. 

Wth respect td Mr. Urquhart’s animadversions on the conduct and pro* 
ceedings of the Committee, it is neither my intention, nor my province, to 
reply to them ; but, I cannot help observing, that Mr. U.*s mode of argu- 
ment is convenient and easy, if not very ingenious ; — he assumes, as un- 
controvertible positions, whlc^h it is probable none but himself would 
.admit, and then boldly deduces &qph conclusions fron^, them, as he con- 
ceives will best accord with the opinions he wishes to establish. 

The conduct of the Shipping f^inmittcc, however, needs no defence of 
mine; what it has already done, and is doing, without jnoving out of its 
legitimate sphere of action, to promote the commercial and maritime' 
interests of the country, must be sufficiently obvious to all who have read 
its annual reports, and while it continues to act upon the priricipFcs w^hich 
have hitherto influenced and directed all its proceedingSt it v'ill possess 
powerful clain\jyp the gratitude and support of every intelligent and uu* 
prejudiced flierchantcnnd ship-owner. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
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On the Misfiomered If. S. Ship Franklin. 

' MU. EDITOR, Bristol, \Zth Jan. 1S18. 

TfJE it ever remembered, tliat the artifiqp practised by Joriailmti last 
war, in designating their line of battle ships to he frigates of equal 
force witii ours, (winch for a time gave them a partial success over our 
small frigates, that had the temerity to engage ships every way so vastly 
their superioit) was done with a view not only to impress tl»e iiiiiuls of 
their then allies, but that of all Europe ; of their having attained a supe-' 
riority over in naval taci^cs. The same artifice, is now, ifot only con- 
4 titmed, but most artfully ektended; and that in such a^ubtlfe manner, as 
not to bd liable to t& least suspicion, consequently detection. . % 

^ The newspapers have just informed us,^that the United States ship, the 
Franklin, fif 74 glins, lias arrived at Port^sinouth; and, by th^ir own 
accounts, she is reported to be a two-deckcr; flush, fore and 4 ^t,’ and 
mounts 86 36-pouDders in three tiers. • 

The United State* have thought proper to rate tliis ship as a ^4, although 
njoUDthig in a regular manner 86 gum. The fact is, be her rating whatever 



p]ea^(>to prescribe, e ^4jol ‘ /a 44, if ih^ so will it, sbe » fis 
jQivcb ^pArjor to our 74’s, farmed ns thev now arc^and mbrejsp, than tMr 
large frigates were Inst war, to our small dnieS; abd^ip edse a contest 
eMbf ever singly take place between tb^ilT, the result must ipevitably 
'Jie smvilai:. 

¥beir dirperiority does not proceed, os many imagine, f^m their ships 
being ofa'‘sg*peri6r to oor\ or frudt their crews being more. Numerous; 
oc leofe eificieut from discipline", &c.; although either of these uhdoubt^ 
ediy is productive of great advantage, however impor^nt they' may be, 
^ven collectively, they are lait secondary to the prime causd, and 'micb 
proceeds solely from their arming their ships with guns of a larger eaiibre 
than we do; by whicli means, they discharge a heavier weight of shot than 
we; and this circumstance in an eogngeroent, either by land or must 
ever prove decisive. The importance of <hts subject, had.saverat times 
•induced me to taike the liberty of drawing your attention to it, as will 
appear by a reference to your Truly valuable Chronicle, since Jan. 1813. 

In order to shew the disadyantage our f 4*s would have to contefnd with, 
, by- entering singly into a contesjt* with the Franklin, or any ship of this 
plass ; it is necessary to state the* weight of shot tha^ each can diScliargy 
ill ^^‘dadside— oiir ,7 4*s dischatge only 8^ lbs. weight of sliot, whilst' the 
^nnkliii discharges 1584lhs.; admitting the nature of her gurvs to be 
sdlfb as they have described them, that is, of tiheir receiving an iron shot 
' ^laghing .%lbs. : but, i arn credibly itifurmed, that theyJ^ave not a gun in 
Ib^ service wilo^e bore will receive a 361b. shot English werght, hot that 
4p-pouuder, which is much too large for an iyon shot of this Weight, 
liie same principle that actuated them in lowering the rating of their 
ships, has also induced them roost artfully to designate their 42^.rpounders, 
to be only 36-poupders, availing themselves of the f;\cilitv, that a French 
3lilb. shot affords then> for so doing, by its corresponding so nearly in size 
with our 42lb. bliot, that one (shot) gauge serves fyr both kitids» of sliot. 
The Franklin’s guns being then in fact 42-pouiidcrs (and not 36*pouiiders 
English, as they would have us to believe), her broadside, amounts to 
the very great weight of ^SOdlbs. of shot, making a diQcrenp^ at nil ciine^ 
and in all weathers, of nibr^than two to one against our 74*9.: this i^A 
formidable odds. Our 100 guii-sliips, can discharge only .i2(i^llf>s» of shot 
at a broadside, which is less than tlie Franklin’s by 544lb^.; makii^ a 
• sfideicnee equal to the weight of shot in a broadside fron^ tijsr 10sver*ileck 
guOs; and, in case thu weather should be such as not to permit either ship 
tp use their^lovver-deik guns, this alrpody. great disparity of force, would 
t^n be htereasedvas two i^to onp. a ' , 

* ^'he IVanhlfn' is styled simply a two-decker ; but, by the Above 

it nj^pears^ she' carries three more formidable tiers of guns, tbau oiir 
ifinest 1st rate cAii at preseiit pretend to, and would enter into a cdnfesC 
Witbebherof them with evfiry prospect of success. . ^ 

^ this statement will, in'Suinc inen&ure, be tlic inean§ b^ ,ind1iirJng 

tlioM,. wlioic province it is, to immediately commence rpim^iit^ tiie pfe^cut 
Hlavdl Regulations for arming our sAips ofwar ; from mere lapse ^jWi. 

^h.Cljrmi.YoiiXXXls. • j 
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they have become nearly obsolete and what is worse, v^pigtiificant. 
pugbt seriously to refle^ on tlie peculiar hazardous state our navy is placed 
jn, by the iiftprovemeius adopWTHg^ the Americans, toward which they 
have manifested no small atteption and care, 86 that nothing which gciijus', 
skill, or foresight could devise, toward their building, arming, and equip- 
ii)g, has been omitted, in* bringing their line of battle ships into their 
present state of perfection, which has rendered ^cm nearly irresistible in 
single conflicts, fortvhich they appear peculiarly adapted; and in the event 
of hostilities taking place, this will certainly be their mode of Hghting, in 
prc(igj;cncc to thnt«of Qeets ; where numbers would tend to embarrass their 
manoeuvres, and in case of uh accident, might prove fatal to ^lieir plan of 
operations. Let our board further recollect, that the vital interests of this 
country is in their hands, and calls imperiously on them, to immediately 
prepare ships of equal, it* nut of superior force, to that of the Ame- 
ricans. * ^ ^ 

Xtic readiest way of attaining an oqualitgr, or nearly so, until ships can 
be built, will be, to select from ymong bur 74 and 80-gun ships, those that 
will answer, and have them equipped and armed as nearly as possible, to 
the American standard; and, in case jhesc classes should not afford a* 
sufficient number, recourse must be had to our thtce-ileckcrs. 1 strongly 
recommend, that zrhafever is tn tended iu be dune, let it be dune qnitkljf ; 
for it is evident, that t'.c Americans ai*e now looking forward to the time, 
when they shall he fully supplied with the means of successfully disputing 
with us, ihf^ soCPfeigiity of the ocean; and when this period slinil arrive^ 
we may oipcct then* cre.^ers tube the first carriifrs of this unwclcoinc 
news, by suceping our coasts, before we shall liave ascertained ‘that 
hostilities were tven in contemplation: without Russia should, in order to 
Ibrwa. i\ !icr ainbiliuus .,5, on Iiiri.u and Turkey, be the means of instigat- 
ing them to commence hustiliiies before they are perfectly ready. 

Your obedient Scivant, *• 



jEnglund's lest Dulxurks are her Wooden Walls! 

Then oli protect the hardy Tar, &c. 

MR. EDITOR, Cornwall, \4th Januar if, 

Y our able^rorrcSponderit, Albion, truly foretold that America would • 
soon send ber Ambas.sador to us in a line ef battle ship; for our 
newspapers are now full of the wonderful equipmeiR of the*Trank1in at 
Foirsinoulh, Ifermen, giiris,Tliscipiinc>^c. andsme very^-espegrable paper 
tells us, tjmt from their state of preparation, the Anieiican ships gpr 
action with a cnntidence that ensures victory ; and liiat this fliip md^‘ 
prove irresistible in single combat. • 

As an Englishman. I do not iniinirc this, but trust, that while our gforlous 
old union (ns the gallant Broke emphatically c»lls it) is borne into action 
by British heart of oak, it will always be supported by that coitfidence we 
l»ave liitlicrio called our own.# 1 can vi^ll believe the Franklin is equipped 
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in a superior style; and I hope our navsd men hav/i well observed her,* 
that in a future war we may be prepared to meetlicr or her^superiors, iii 
single combat or in line, * * 

The Americans have acted with a wise pdlicy; they have lifted out but 
few ships; yet avoiding the faults of their rivals, they have never sent to 
sea a single ship but what has been every way superior to all of thc^samef 
class or denomination in every other iia\'y. This they continue to do, and 
the Franklin was sent as a pattern ship to astonish us. Their ships in the 
iiediterranean are all calculated to raise their national iniportance among 
the European powers. Are they not paraded about from port to portj^nd 
puffed and blazoned in all the cobtincntal papers? The last American 
war should be a warning to us to have ships of every class equal to those 
of»any power we may be opposed to, and I bliail bo glad to hear soon tiiat 
sfjme Anti-Frankliiis arc in progress. Wlniu we had ten or twelve hundred 
•vhipsin commissicA, we could not expect they sliould be all well equipped 
and manned ] hut why should flur small peace ebtablisliinent he outshone 
by any ? As it is small it should be well tliosen. As our enemy the dry- 
rot is equally dcsiiuccive in port as at sea. Should not our sliips now in 
employ be the finest, the host inanhed, and best equipped, in the world? to 
shcw.thut our navy is still what it ought to 

The American navy must and will improve and increase, for is it not 
their country’s pride? The darling object of tliw'r riiltr’s care? While I 
fear our Jiritisli navy is no longer our boast or care ! .*.1 sa^ not this in 
dispraise of present Admiralty, which 1 believe ns zealous and efficient 
as agy we iiave had fur years, but its powers arc very limited. We have 
no patrons aloft ; and, ’’i'is the mastei*s eye rnaketli the horse fat ! ! 

The battle of 'Frafalgar, lluit greatest and most glorious of our victories, 
has done great ii*jniy to oltr navy; for by leaving no rival fleets on the 
oct'iin, aitd our*s becaino but the convo>'S and carriers of oiir armies, and while 
thus employed in a secondary sphere, our navy lost i|s former estimioioa 
with the country, whose whole atieiititm was now given to our conquer- 
ing armies, forgetful that those uriuies owed tliejr very existence, their 
dully supplies to tlie protection of the fleet. As a Biiton, 1 glory in the 
achieveineiiis of our gallauc froops; but every reflecting man must know, 
chut when our navy ceases to be the firsi iii the world, it is not the fittest 
army in Europe that can save us — it would he worse than useless to us* 
• Lef then our lulers and people join to cherish and rfttoie our navy. Let 
tliern save "and relieve, all that remain of our once gallant seamen. Save 
them from f|)ilowing ^bere numy have already gone, to serve those powers 
who may, ere hmp, send ll^in to war against%s.t • 

. .. ■■ ■■ .. ... j — ■ ■ — 

When before (he last American war thuir ConsUtuiioii cjme lo Fortsiuuutli, 
iihe cxcited*nu curiosity ; few peopiy visited or noticed her, much to the surprise 
eflitr olHcers, ,who knew we liad^ioiic like her. She went to Cherbourg aad 
^ iftc Tejei, where she was inspecicd and admired by all scientific and professional 
Men. So wonder then we sokhttle knew their farce. 

' f A Itfltoi from a British seaman in the Frenklin at Portsmouth, to hts agent 
•t Plyraoutb, clahiifng prize-money, Ays, there art twenty British aeqaan iR 
at ship having siiniUr claims! ' * 
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Many of your respectable correspondents urge tiie' necessity of buildinj^ 
M fast as possible* to^j^place our •decaying ships. T so fur disagree with 
them as to think, tliat while our. dreadful scuprge, the dry-rot, continues 
in power, pur building should be with great* caution, and with choicest 
timber. I much question if one hundred ships of the line (74 aiicf up* 
wards) with a proportion of frigates, would not be enough fur us in peace, 
with about thirty in frame under cover, and a large supply^ of timber in 
file yards. Our navy, thus limited, wc could keep in good condition for 
immediate service, and in case of war could increase it much faster than 
we could man it. • J nin sorry to see so many small frigates ordered to be 
built, we should watch those powers whose navies may be opposed to us^ 
and build to match them. 

It would much recommend your valuable work, if it uftencr contained 
information of the present state of the navies of foreign powers ; their num* 
bers, names and force, increas'e, improvenieiits, and inventions. 

We have had wonderful accounts in thp papers of itie American steairf 
frigates; some particulars of them would, 1 doubt not, prove gratifving to 
many of your readers. I should be happy were it in my power to cominu-^ 
nicate any such information. I am, Mr. Editor, 

. Your constant reader for several years, 



r.S. A poruait of the round-sterned Kent would be a desirable orna- 
ment to a future Chrenicle, perhaps some of your Plymouth cortcspoiidclits 
might furnish one. - , 


Tv Wiliiam Wilbc^orce, Ksq. AT.P» 

SIR* . mhJan, 1818,. 

I T gave me infinit? satisfaction to perceive the benevolent and active part 
which you have taken in presiding over, and fowarding the iiibours of 
the committee of which yon have been so properly and honourably clioseii 
chairman, for relieving the distress of British Seamen in London, many of 
whom had served in the royal navy. 1 herr destitute and iurlorn sitiiation li;:s 
b^en fully and too sensibly brought home to the lusarts and feelings of that 
committee; and 1 trust, and cannot doubt, that the iieart> anti purses of 
tbe« fellow citizens will be opened and enlarged in proportion to 
tfemands which the destitute situauun of tho.^c pour wanderers' may render 
necessary. \ • 

1 would liope, however,* that nil that is present requisite for them, 
may bei. supplied without much difficulty, or very great expense, for food 
and raiment are the first consideration; but alter that, immediate em- 
ployment roust and will be found for Uiem, on board imr numerous 
merchantmen fitting for the spring and suif||Scr voyages to all quarters of 
the world* But, Sir, liavii.** once gcnerousjy come forward in ‘behalf of 
Britisli seamen— of chat invaluable race of men who arc th% natural }^al- 
ladium; the bulwaik 4 )( the stfUCj 1 trust )our labours in their cause 



% 


CO u ntisroM DCNCC. 


«i 

not erase with the immediate pnivisioti uf those now out of employ. 
1 ho'pe, sir, as a iiicinber of the legislature, wlio Iias4ilready s|>ent so many 
useful years in promoting the good of yo.ur. councr^^, and the avetl-behig of 
your fellow men, you wilt Tiow be induced to turn your serioys attentimt 
tr» t*lie hest means of eOectually protecting and nourishing British seamen, 
to tJje general revision and iiiiproveineut of our ineriiie laws and policy, 
and to the cynsideraiioti of the exfyediency and practicahiiity of abandon- 
ing, or at least rextriciinpr the system of impressment in time of war, and 
substituting in its place the more elective and generous one of voluntary 
entry for limited service, with the attwe encnursigeiuciitas is given Co ouv 
soldiers. Idiope, sir, tiiat tlie consideration of this great national question 
of political expediency will be fairly gone into; and that it will be referred 
to a coiiHuittee of the legh ature, where every passible enquiry can be 
most properly made, and tiic fullest inforiusnion obiained, for caution is 
necessary; and enquiry and lice discussioiriiitfst precede the adoption of 
*any alteration In our present l^ws afid\tsages; but, sir, as all seem agreed 
that the tiui«» for invesiigaiion is arrived, and that the present is the httcsi 
and most proper time for going into ic, as* it is al:>o understood (at least I 
hope it is so] tli!it the Lords of tlw‘ Adiiiirulty are nut unfriendly to sncIi 
inquiry, 1 do sincerely and anxioudy Impe, it will be your happy and for- 
tunate lot to successfuliy advocate the cause of Driiisli seamen in the 
House of Cotnimms; to obt'iin for them all that a generous country can 
possibly iSescow; n;,. emancipation from imprisSKieni, if practicable; and 
the appiopiiaiion, in all future wais, of the droits of -tldmiralcy to their 
true and legitimate end — a provision for tlie rew'afd and encouragement 
of our naval defeudcis. It very true, that our pension li!»t is already %'ery 
much extended ; but as voluntary set vice is always jirefet able, and as the 
Itctcntion oi oui seamen in our oivu service is indispcnsaole, I hold it as 
our truest and wivcst policy to bind them to tlie stale by sopeiioracts (q* 
kindncdS and cncouiagenienl, and no longer to rcsurl lo iliu^e revoiiing 
means, tiie employment of press-gangs, and too sifveie discipline, 
hearts and aftectioiib of seamen, sir, aie to be won like those of other incn^ 
and many olheers in the navy have proved this to their own comfort and 
happiness, as well as theirs^ but, air, our othcers unforiunately are not alt 
oi this disposiiion, or uccusluincd to rule in the hearts of their men j tluir 
rule haa oi ten been an iron one; and they have ihus flrlven many bra\e 
ayd excellent seamen incr> the anus of our trtins-adantic rivals, llopmg 
* that the .considci align of this important subject is near a^ hand, dUd that 
you will generously Stand forwaid as the continued protector and cncou- 
rager of oilT scamtn /whethei in nine of peace or war, 

• * • 1 am, Sir, &c. * 

* ^fie zl/at/or'a 
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Mode af^incrcQung the Strength Jiniuer, 
nrst editor, ' . ^ Jan. 17, 1813» * 

A 8 rfie s^ibject of tho decay of timber occasions so much of the 

atteiHioi) at the present moment* I have ventured to extract from the 
pages of a Periodical Publication, long since defunct, the following obser*i 
vations on that subject, which, by insertion in your Work, may at the same 
time be saved from oblivion, and prove of service to the navut and mer- 
cantile iatercsis of the country. 

^ W: 

Befiiro I quit this subject, ! must beg leave to take notice of anotlief 
great evil, which is of so mucli consequence to the public, as tfl desrrv? 
their utmost attention; it is that of cutting down the oaks in the 
spring of the year, at the time when the say is flowing. I'his is done for 
the sake of the bark, which will then peal olf easily — and for this purpose, 

I think there is a law, whereby people are obliged to cut down their timber 
ac this season. By so doing, the timber is not half so dnraife as that 
which is felled in the winter; so that the ships which have been built of 
this spring-cut timber, have decayed more in seven or eiglit years, than 
others, which were built with timber cut in the winter, have done,in twenty 
or iliirty. And this onr neighbours the French have experienced; and, 
therefore, ha^'e wisely ordered that the hark should be taken o(T the trees 
while standing, at the proper time ; but, the trees arc left till tlie next, and 
sometimes until the second winter, before they arc cut down; and the 
timber of these arc found to be more durable and better for use, than lliat 
•f any trees which have not been pealed.'* 

** The Count de Bufl'on has determined, by a series of experimertt'J, 
conducted with the greatest accuracy, that the barking of trees whilst 
standing, is aitendeti with the most beiieflcial effects in augineming the 
strength of timber” 

••A piece of a tree, which had been barked standing, 14 feel 6 inches 
square, and weighing 243lbs., broke under 7 9401 bs. A piece from a similar 
free, but unbarked, and of the same dimensions, v^cigbing 204lbs., broke 
under a pressure of 7320ihs.” 

** A^iuiilar piece of barked, weight 249]bs., broke under 8362lbs.” * 

Ivcompanvon unbarked, weight 28Glbs., broke under 7385lbs.** 

** Two others of the same dimensions, (suppesed- the best^tinibef) the 
barked weighing 263lbs., bo.c, before it broke, POlGlbs, Tfie unbarked 
piece, weighing 2381 l)S., broke under 75001b.” 

“ Tiie above trials are sufliciciit to shew, that wood stripped of. its bark, . 
and dried whilst standing, is always heavier, and much stronger than wood 
kept in its bark.” • . . 

** That the sacrifice of the timber for the sake of the bark is totally 
unnecessary, is also proved by the experiments of Mr, Biggip and Mr., 
Davy.” (See Philos. Trans, for 1799^ page 263. — Ditto for 1803, page 
SJ9.; * 
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To the Right Bon» Gwge RobcJ^ Treaturer of the Navy. 

SIR, * * • / 20th .f on. 1818. 

H aving been the original projector and upnearied j^romoter of. 

Saving Banks throughout the kingdom, y> which excetteiit institutions 
you”have undoubtedly contributed more than any other single individual 
either in the government or the country, 1 cannot but suppose, that yop 
may have liefpre now turned your attention to the great utility of extending 
this truly saving system tfi the navy. * 

In time of pcace,^ indeed, little comparative benefit can be hoped from 
such institutions for seamen ; but, in time of war, were *there receptaolet 
of this kind, ^here the inerj could deposit their wages or prize-money, 
instead of spending it in liie way they two often do, what incalculable 
benefit would arise to tlicmscU'es atid families. I am induced to bring 
forward the suggestion at the present moment, because the public attention 
is now fully engai^ed, and their benevolence called into activity, by the 
number of destitute seamen fi^jnd begging in London, without employ* 
inent, ami without fncniis of subsistence.^ I am well aware, that there 
might be diificuhies occur ill the prosecution of such an undertaking, but I 
think the uiuiucsfionahle import^gficc in a national point of view, of 
minutely and diligently examining into every means of ciicoOraging and 
protecting our seamen, of attaching them to*Lheir country, by making their 
interest, their happiness and glory, to emanate and spring from its great 
and useful* iiistitutiuus. These great considerations, Sir, induce me 
to address you on the subject, because, if now properly digested, and wise 
regulations framed on this, and other no less important parts of our marine 
systefn, which culls fur immediate enquiry and amenduieiu; wtieii war 
breaks out again, Kngland will then sec with pride and exultation, her 
chosen heroes of the ocean, eagerly coming forward in defence of her 
shores, and after glorious victory has crowned them with laurels, and, I 
hof)C, filled many of their ])urscs also, we shall then &|e, on the return of 
peace, certainly fur less of those scenes of misery and destitution, which 
Ihc Committee for the relief of Seamen have unhappily now witnessed. 
For that Committee, and its most benevolent labours, 1 entertain the very 
highest respect, and 1 iiii.sc Uieir cxeitions will not be entirely confined, 
although first directed, to the relief of the seamen now in want. I hope 
they will look forward, and around them, to see if there are no means 
witUii) Uieir reach, or if not, upon their earnc<^ suggestion within che||each 
bf government, which might prevent, if possible, any rccirrtnce at the 
conclusion of war, ol similar misery being felt by our seamen, those 
gallant defeifflers on fvhoin our chief confideiicc rests. Noj-, Sir, is less 
• approbatiotiwlue t(?J.A)rd Mflville, for his handsome subscription for their 
relief, aiid^ his ready accession to the Committee’s request of ships, in 
which to place these houseless Wtioderers. 

To you, Sir, I would wi^i^confidcnce look as the sailor's old and well 
•tried friend, for the iulrodm tion of ifaving Banks for seamen. 

• . %jfmica4. 


f Received a few days subsequent to lU?* n^ntipman** death. 
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Arrangewcnts for i/it Relief of DUtretsod Seamen. 

MR. EDITOR, LtmdmtfQSilJanuary, 1818. 

• T SEIZE the first mcmc^ts I Tiavc to spare li» forwarH you an abstract of 
JL what kas been done in the truly great undertaking for the relief of Dcs- 
tkete Seaincn. ^ 

Tlic Committc meet daily at il o'clock; it is l>ranclied cuff into I'hc 
Shipping, Promsumj and Ctolhinp^ Unancr, atirl E,ittfuinin^ Sub* committees. 
1 have the b»>nor to be Secretary to tlie first ; tiz. Shipping, IPrtrvmon, and 
Clothms* The members of this arc Captains Rrcntoti and Willoughby, 
R.N. ; Captain Cowles, R.N. Captains Halketc nm! Franklin and Lock, 
K.T.S. Lieut. Biown, U.N,; Messrs. Diinn, Ilaiby, "Sickle, Dawson, 
Drinkald, Deacon, IVrKcr i ell, C’baprnu»i,Sturge,jun. IXiltaon, andCsiptaiu 
Lochner, E.I.S. 

^ The business of this Sub-committee is. to prepare llie Ships, store and 
vii^ual them, proems clothing and Histrihiite it, appoint o^icers to ttie 
sbm and r^ulatr them, provide for the sick, rnid distribute the men, 

Seven slops are lent by the Admit alty; 7;ir. Abundai^pe, moored oflf th^ 
Tower, appropriated as a receiving ship*, Plover, at WapptDg; Persens 
and Droinedarv, at Greenwich; the latter is to be the sick ship; Nautilus, 
Sapphire, and Dnslier, at BlacUVrall, or the Rock. 

The ships are fitted in ordinary; the warrant officers remain on hoard, 
and are allowed by the Coinniittee Is. per day, with a ration as per follow, 
ing scale for victualling : 
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^Tlie ships are commandcil, five hy licufcnants, nnd two hy persons of 
■t;ood character, wlioluive stMved iiuiny.ycars in thi navy as mabter and 
mate. ^ . • 

The iKutcnaiits aio liarkcr, Somerville, Purches, thappcll, and Crooks;* 
'the *otlic*r commaiulers, Mathewb, and ilaruisworili. 'I'ue pay of eacK 
comtiiatnler la Sa. per day, uilli a ratnai as* per sc.ilc, at per day talil'C 
money. ^ 

Each hfi-»4i mate selected fiom masters and jnate* of mcrcliantnien; 
pay 3s. per d.iy, witlj a rali<m, and Is. and (M. table iv.oncy. 

A cicjk to each ship, who also docs the duty oI sLcwayil, at Cs. per day, 
a ration, anti is. table money. * 

Mr. Itobnis*)!!, snie.ion, It.X. siipeiintri.Js i!je nieriuMl dciiaitmenl; 
lias under him Mr. Poll»»tk, surgeon, U.N, and i\lr. (riilliili*?, assistant 
isurgoon, JIN. 

A daily report is made r\f j morninj*,, mrd at tho oliice by 11 o'rloel. ; 
it contain -I tiie ac?oiint of leuopts aifd o'.curiences, with pK>vl^!o?lb and 
Stores waiHeJ, 

The 7 shipb arc cjvlciilated to aceoir.iiioil^^lc about lOrw.)* about 600 aya 
at present u ceive^. 

12 men b:ue l-cc;: siiippcd In iVniIra; T' ditto, CasJ-lc lluntly; 

3 ciitto, I’revoyantc ; about oO ^o to an i)ui'».;iu beiiis.! bidj). 

Lord Sidinouth b.i'. supwlKO o('0 siiii> ot cloiliio^. 'fb^ /belnc Sec’Cty 
iOO suits Ilf excelUnt old store Amoii;^st rbe siib)|K;ri[.i of old 
cl'dlses, dec. M U’ra] vlestnc i-oute; one oi ll;e li'llcr' is as fo iov.b,— 

“ TJie mite ol ^ snlor, win) a!:cr 11 \fars lu, irl '“iytn:.;bni' in his 
'fioun^rv's service, ho top-nailant-imi s!i >1 aAi.v, (''• :■ o.-.t r .'pi led, and 
7ioll iniKili (l.irun^cd, unable to v'caihei (Vac //-.’'iiiiA, v. ns beiti.oj; fatli 
towards tin; loralveis in D( sj tindt uc't /k/e, v.’niib^ v. e ’m io*v Ivy 

// I'Vie/n/ ibr a-wlu.e; uhnlj iwi^ m-windwai «, w^ls Mm ec.nvs be can 
sid'e.id, vmII, lie trusis. !»•• dod’* lulp, eii.dilo b.';i to , jaiid ibe Capo, vT oft 
tlie othci lack letch tin. aii'';h(iiaj;;e oi • oi/tpi !f mj * 

Tlic unreomtm^ e\('i tmiib of the < ' Moiirtf o ire I'M.te-' all j)rai-e, p?r- 
nmulaily Messis. .Sinifie, Jhie'de, ]).iw"-oi), I r.''ntlt.nie!i are 

all conceined in extensive tn»‘*iiKs'‘; a'ld li«f rb- v inake, by 

<ib'Vfvtiii^ neaily the whole of the day lu this nnei be ^teal. 



50 ?. 

( tfy of lioctufojl. 

R bCliEFOilT, is a handsome (own of rrance in llic tenitorv of 
Aunis. It ivas const riiTleil by die Ftnirtrcnth, and is built ni rlio 

Sftidst of marshes diained for that j^urpose. It has a de]iaicmcnt of 4he 

JiJab.Cliron. Yoi. XXXlX. It 
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marine, anrl lins largettnai^izines'of naval store*). is also one bf tF^e 

finest halls ql' anus in the kin»drim, and a ^reaV-'mnii^ workmen employed 
* in making them; thcFe are also forges for aoclrrTrs, and work- houses for 
ship carpenters, who arc employed in every thiup that relates to the 
out of ships that come witliin the compass of their province. They like- 
wise cast great puns here ; and have artists, whr»se employment is sculp-* 
ture and painting, There are also stocks for buildnig men- of war, rope- 
walks, mapazill^^ of provisions and powder, a maniifaclory of sail cloth, a 
hospital for sailois, and proper places to dean the shjps, the houses of the 
in\ondant, the square of the capuchins, and the supei^b structure which 
contains lodgings for 300 maniic ‘guards, wlicrc they are taught the 
business and exercises lidonping to seamen, and otiircrs who go on board 
the men of war. In the year 1756, a fruitlt^s expedition against thia 
place was projected, under the command of Sir Edwaid llawkc. 

The town is situated on the nver rimrcnfe, about five leagues from its 
nioutli, ami was fortifn d by Louis XIV. at the time hr constructed it; but 
its situation is at so considerable a distance fioin ihe sea, as to render i: 
sufficiently secure from any attack, and the fortifiraiions fiavr been there- 
fore neglected. The streets are all very broad anti strait, extending 
thrr-igh tlie whole place from side to side, but the buildings do noe 
correspond with them as they are mostly low and irregular. W. 

0\ 54'. N. Lat. 40'". 3', 

HYDROGRAPHY, PILOl’AGE, &c. 


Chair Offlvi'f E'isr India Hous^j 
MR. HYoaCK.iiAi^tirn, 1i4lh Juttuury^ l'dl3. 

ENCLOSE the account of o claiigerous shoal, the existence of whicii 
has hitherto been tlKiught rather doubtful by some navigarois; it may 
therefore be usetul to make it public, by gi^^ it a place m ilic Naval 
Chronicle. 



Cumbrian's Rctf, or Gaddis Rock. 

The .Shoal named CumbriaiVs Reef, dr Gadd's Rock, is no ■ longer 
doubtful, Lieutenant D, Ross, marine surveyor to the IJon. E. I. Com- 
pany, in the Easiern Sens, having examined it on the fi»th of January, 
1817. lie found it to Ue a siuaii*^and very dangerous shoal, about 100 
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yards long, upon vlych the boat found Q fathoms water about the middle 
of tlie Kock, and it is aituatod in Ut. 'if® 43 ' N.* bi/tririg S. 2® E. from tlje 
highest part of Little Dotel iTobago Ximav • , * 
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SIXTH JIEPOIIT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON FINANCE. 


NAVY. * 


Ordcredy ht/ The House of Coimyons, Q,Zd June, 1C17. 
*(Conliiiued Irom vol. xxxviii, page 480 ) 

VrCTUALfJNCi OFFICE AND VICTUALLING YARDS. 

W ITJI rcfciTucr to tlic‘-c dc paitincnts, your Committee Lave 
cxamuicd the Lhai'oiini of the X'letiudiing Board. 

Tlic m London iippears to have di curved by a siiua^of 3,045^ 

^ while the ciuuires in the Victualhin; Vard^ iia\e been a iutle enlarged ; but 
the dilTcM'cnce between t^e whole expeiiie of 1813 i.ncl i lie present year, 
amounts t<i a sa\.ng of \uur C^nmniiee eannot think to be 

an adciinate rednciion Irom i!ic tsr iblishment for iiL’.u.iliing 145/JUOmen, 
to lliut whuli h-i-t to pnivjtle only lor 

'On llie recent sujijiression of the Trau'^porl Board nlready noiictd, the 
duties fniiiicily (xtciifed by the Boaid Tor Sak and Hurl weie iransterrcd 
to ino V.eiuadmg OlSice, v. hicii in a furore U'-o must swell tlie expense of 
that lieparrmcnr, iliongii ila.n will ni tact be on the wLulc a considerable 
saving m ii»e jinblic. ^ • 

It is pr«»ptM to .ib'>crvet^lnt tlie clerks in the Victualling Department are 
incl.jfled in llni an angements made Oy the Older in Council before meo- 
jtiotTed, of .) aiuuiry 1810. 

NUMDKll OF OFFICERS, SHirKEEPERS, AND MEN, BORNE IN 
• TliE tfi'AFRAL SHIPS IN ORDINARY. 

• • . f • 

This lieaiT of charge lias been (liiiiiiM''lied ‘inre last year, partly by the 
breaking up of unserviceable ships, and partly by a new system which has 
been adopted hy the Admirahy*, of employing a small number of com* 
missioned utlicci.-;, with sonu* addition lu their half-pay, and a ix'dticed 

• ^ 

• Or only^ a mile djlfeicnt iMiia itk Situation, as stated in page of Vol. 

of llorsburgli's India Directory, 2d cd4ioii, irom the obseva lions ol Lieit 
Wm. Smyth. • 
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number of men, ii» tlj'“ enre of tllc.orrlinary* ^j^b^sides tlie ob\'ious^»rT 
important udrantage ol" ciiiniiii^biii'^ expense, as your Committee are 

‘informed, to the niorr- effrctnul rare of tiie and the prcstivntioa of 

good order in bi'' Maje'-ty’s barbonrs; and il^icy therefore deem it right to 
express tlirif rntii e a|)pn»hati«»ri of that plan. The expcn'.e t'»r llr.s ypar^ 
wndcr the former wi»ii!d have been 27 t ,00 1/. ; of the pi p'-ent sys- 
tem llie f^pellse ?r-l. IJT/ ; being a saiing of 39.0.‘U/ ; iVoin which, 
however, must he deducted pensions to the ninoiiiit of 18 9fi5/ granted to 
S)j8 warrant officers, wl;.> have been siiperannnai^’d, maK'iig an nctuaL 
diTniimtion of expense of 20,909.^ for the present yeiiT, winch advantage 
will be further iucrcascd every year as these pensions full in. 

IlARnOUU VICILIAL^. 

Your Committee havlni; required iiifonnatioii as to the reason vvliy is. 3a. 
per diem is charged for victualling ilio grea body of men ein[)Io\t‘d in the 
harhnurs, and 1«. 6i/. for a much smaller luiudu r, the followom sati«>ractory 
explanation has hcen giini them ; and lliey furlher remark, that an old 
practice which appears to have grown up through m:i(hc*iieiirt , of taking 
the sum afa fixed charge per man, has l»ccn of l.ilc di^rontimi* <1. mo that 
ft now vuries fium year to yeUr, with the diictu.iiMii: prices of pr.nisions, 
and the real expense, is given as ne.nly >t can he cmupuii d. 

** Itcfcriing to tlie ordinary estimate, under the head of ilarhmir 
Victuals,* 'tul in explanation ot the dillVivncc of txpeiiM.', it is pn»per to 
state, that ii is occasioned hy a piopoition of the pt rsoos borne in tlie 
ordinar)* being victualled at tlie sea laic, in conHipKiice of ilair Leiri^ 
employed in tran*>ports aiul sea-going vesscU, wluie tkc waste of provi- 
sions and the wear and tear of casks, is greater than on board tbo ships hi 
ordinal y.'' 

IIARROUII MOORING AN1> RIGGING. 

ORDINARY RRPAIRS. 

f)n these two items, your Committee feel thcm-clves bound to remaik, 
that although rdicrc do ruit iippcar any reasons f^^pil^bhrinL" the expediency 
©f voting ilic-e huge i.mns, which exceed the anmUrU nndir rlie sm^ii^hcad, 
during several years of war, but arc dimintslu'd l>y al mo i ooo,t)o6/. since 
tlic last year ; yxt as estimates, they convey no inloriiiahoii wbatever foi 
the guidance of the Hol^st'. Yowr Committee lih^ervc*, tliat they include 
such heterogeneous ai tides 115 thnbcr, tar, oil and b.im^to^''C‘, iron work, 
storehouses, dmildirigs, fcncas, iVc. and aUo *hat all oi ks i'« the foreign 
yards, and in the pr^nt instance, works of {.leat magnitude now in pro- 
gress at Gibraltar, are. iiicliidcil in this geiiei id mass. 

They therefoie recommend, ih'vt in * future estimates, tlicfio general 
charges be as far as pos-^ibk* divhicd and clal-sed under some distinct and 
a;>propriale Iieads ; and that above all, no new woik, nor anything beyond 
uh.it can truly be termed common and ordinary lepairs, be undeiTakcUi 
wiiUouc appearing as a spcQ al item in the extraordinary estimate. 
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HALF PAY, MILITS^ SUPEHANNUATIOIj^l, PENSIONS AND 
.ALLOWANCES. 

CIVIL PENSIONS, SUPRIlAN^UATIO^"S AND ALLOW ANCF.S. 

In considering these two divisions of the rstimsite, yonr ('ommittee 
would have felt it a very iinplcn.-^ant ta^ik to select the names r)f individualb 
for observation ; and they the more readdy abstain froifi doini; so, from a 
confident hope tha^lns species of puhijc reniuneratioii will henceforward 
he strictly confined vviiinn (he limits which the ..Act. i[> 0 (^eo. III. cap. U?, 
contemplates, and which your Cormmttce aic satisfied it demands. 

They observe that se\cral names occur more ^tan once on these, and on 
the pension and su|)erannuation li*.ts of other departments, sijme v^dlh 
difl’eiciil dc'sii"nii lions, and oh'aining fiom ijiC public in srettrred portions, 
, an amount of inci^me which would nejei* liave been gwen as a single grant ; 
nnd the lift now bcloie ti.cm fftigyests one instaiu^e of an indiMdnal bold.itg 
two giants of the nature of Hiiicii pension or snjicrannualion, together 
with a \t‘iv and easy cmplnMiicnt under government. And there 

are, your ('oinniillce are sorry torfhmk, more than r)ne. in which an oihcer 
enjoying an active, piolitable, and cllu unt fmjdovmeiu, w ill he foimrl to 
receive out of other tiiiuls, a pension of wlTa'h ii»e ilepaitment to winch he 
belongs, ^md by \vhi<'li any pensions for [lubl.c scuicc sbould be itcoin- 
monded, was ( niircly ignoiant. 

This apjiears to your Connnittee to be an ahusr which, in ^ far ns it i-^ 
in thepow^^rol giA’crnment to deal wnii any t)f these giants, ought lobe 
correct id. 

Your (hn^umiitee are di''|‘0'^ed to leipect vested rinhis in tiie most eqiii* 
tabic and even liheral init rpielalion, w Ik n thi'v rest on long iisage, and 
w'erc Csliemed \cslcd rights, as txell by lliw jicrsims inahing as by t!u>;-e 
receiving liiegr.ints; but m the ruses abme 1010111.1^ to, wheiethc i:ran"> 
iiave been made ul diliercnt times, on diileicnt pretences, or by liiileicnt 
depaitmenis, Willioul a full and disiiiict exjilaMaiion and knowledge id' tlic 
aggregate amount thus grairtti ; or wdierc th<* sum h is heen grautcfl as a 
supcraniiuation aliowauice tm a {)er'>oti who ncverthelt-Ss had health and 
strength alu rwards^^ hold other active ami lucrative siiuations, your 
Commit lee t ed that the public have an iindnuiited right to revise the whole 
of such ‘M ants, and to curtail and inodifv tiiern in a way wliicli may answer 
to the intentions which would have jiitlnenced the original^Lianlors, if the 
whole case h.ul been lairly heJ’ore them. Your Committee therefore feel it 
to be their indi^|)crisab!e duty to rc-co'nmi#id, that such jeviston should 
take place before the annual es^maies, in which t^e grants alluded to arc 
, coniprist^l, arc again presented to Parliament. 

Your Comniiltte also obicrve, that pcii'^ions arc uranlfd out of the 
^ Tiavak funds to ladies, the wjvcs of odirers, anti civil servants, commencing 
■ from the date of the grant, lusiead of Ikumj: contiiiL'CiU on their becoming 
widows. This piaciicc, winch is sometimes aitendeil wiili a separate 
pension to the husband, seems biiUtoo liable to (lie obH'rvatnm just rnade^ 
91s it in fact is conferring two pensions on i^ie same person, though under 
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different names. TI^/'tbcrefor« think that pei^ioqs />r tin's natare iMtf 
fairly be revised and re€ODsid^red/ wiiii respectitd 1(he real circun^staoees of 
. the parties. * ‘ • * . 

Your CXiinmittee have also to observe, that in pursuance of, they believe, 
n practice of considerable duration, pensions have been granted upon 
retirement to Commissioners of the navy, and (which they believe to be 
of more recent practice) to Commissioners of th^, other boards. Your 
Committee do not object to tliid principle, uhen the pension is granted to 
an officer wliose healih really renders him incapable of further public 
scAJidce, and when the amount bears a fair proportion to his original salary? 
but your Committee have reason to apprehend, tlnit some of the pensions 
now under observution have not been limited by these considerations. 

There are instances in which the superannuatifn actually cxceeds.tLc 
amount of the original salarv. Tins is‘"ej( 5 eted by granting to the officer 
an ullowancc in lieu of bal^iy,' which, with the rctiriii/^ pi nsion, exceeds, 
as has been stated the odri|jinal salary, which was incoinpatihle with the 
receipt of lialf-pa}". « 

This, \uur Connnittoe also consider as icqniring con echon, at least for 
the future. Ai.d with regard to the Ctfinin’.-'sioncis of the navy who may 
be .sea officers, tin y arc* decidedly of opinion, th.it they ought only to be 
entitled to the rciiring pension, in the event of ihcir having (ns it is 
technically ttrmed) Passed their Flag/' that is, resigned the rank and 
growing emoluments of the militarv branch of the scrvicf*; hut that in all 
other caSc'J, on their ceasing to he CumnilsMoncrs, either at home or 
sfbrond, they should revert to their half-jiay, in the same manner that their 
brother officers do who ate employed in the no less atduous duties of com* 
raaiidiiig his Majesty’s ships a- float. 

The retire inents to secretaries and clerks are regulated by divers orders, 
in council, on a jirinciple vvliirh your Coroniiiice appiovc; namely, on a 
combined con>idorali’)n of ihc nrccsaity (from infiriiniy or otiu r cause of 
inability) for the retiioinent of the nidividual, and of his length of service; 
but ill ord-*r to estahli."!! as mucli uniformity as may be prai tic.ihle, they 
recomincud tlnit in any cases aiieady unprovided for, v\'hich mny lie.-caflcr 
arise, the piinciples laid down in tlie Act Hi Geo#tXi/. cap. 117, should: 
be adopted. C'' 

With regard to the coiitrvd of the Treasury, over all grants ^ thU 
nature, in every dcpaitnieur of the State, your Committee will make some 
observations ins a subsequent part of this report. They vvill here only 
observe, that the hoard of Admiralty have never, in any instance, .as they 
arc informed, granted any p^ision or allowance wha^ioevcr, of its own 
authority. It i.s line, the opnuon of that board is U'tualTy adopted by the 
King in cciuncil, with regard to person^ in the naval departruent, but tlijc 
real autl^rity and liualdelcrmiir.itioii rests with his Majesty in council; 
and it is, thcrcloic, heiwecn the Council *0^cc and the Treasury^ that 
your Committee apprehend Hit* pievious understanding must exist. 

In conclusion, on this luiportant question, yodr committee recomtRCRd, 
as two general rules to be adopted in qli future case.s, tb.at eerfhin lengths 
of service be required, as iiAispcnsable qualificalious, for n peDsion ot 



^ • J^HLXAMIINTAIIY PAPEH. " '>'1 

'Stiperanhufttion ; t]iat only certain portions, excepting in very rare cases of 
extreme length of ser^^g, of tiic original einolurajsiits, be granted to the 
retiring officer; and tliii^ condition be. always annexed foi* abating the 
pen|ion, either in the wnoie or in part, in case the grantee .acq^pts, or as* 
Cong as he shall hold any situation or place under government to a certain 
omount; and this principle should also be acted upon in the cases which 
yvur Committee have recommended for immediate revision. 

Upon the subject m half-pay, your Committee observe, that in .addition 
to recent and considerable increases to all ranks of officers, this advantage 
has been lately extended to a class who did not before receive it; namely, 
the Pui-sers. The old system wa^ that every ship in the navy ha7 a 
Purser, who like die other warrant officers, whether she was in commission 
or hi ordinary, lived on board and received his wages and victuals. And 
when occasionally a ship was lost or broken uji, if a vacancy could not 
^be found in some pthcr ship, thb individual Vas placed on what was called 
the check of the yard, that is^ say, fie recqt^d the pay of one siiilling a 
day and his victuals. In process of lin^, the custom of li iiitting the 
tiuHiber of Pursers to the number ol ships, was superseded by tiiis custonv 
of bearing them on the check, utit) their mnnbcr latterly came to be con- 
iiidcrcd as indchiiitc. The Board of Admiralty weie of opiin n, that it 
was better to establisli a inodi rate half-pay, which should be in some 
degree liniitted us lo the number of persons receiving it, than to continue 
the system of hearing Pursers in ordinary and on the icheck, winch must 
have been nearly as expensive to goxeriiineiit m point of uiiount, and 
certainly much more so it tlie r.unibers were to g(T on increasing. Your 
Codimiuee, therefore, do not see any cause to object to the establishment 
of the rate of half-pay for Pursers, at the following amount:— 

I'o the 100 Senior on the List, 5s. ]>cr dicm. 


Next 200 

The remainder ........ .... o.s'. t 


accompanied, as it is, with the following resirlci.oiis: — 

** that in order to prevent any improvident or uniirrcriiiry increase in 
the number of Pursers, no person shall he r.v/ryf.' r/ as, sm '» until the 
number of pursers reduced to the numher of ship-? (;n tin' of tf‘e 
roy^iiavy, exclusive of such as arc l uildinn aivl li.'n e n.o bc'-n Icmchcd, 
and'tbat hereafter the number of pursers sliall iie\ei exc; * d i!ic numbu- 
• of such shi[is.’^ 

Tlic number of Pursers on the list when tbi^Tirbiatnin v as adopted, 
was 090; it is now educed to 900; and the number of sliips which ^culd 
have hor^ punivrs undiivhe old system, is 4C0. • 

With regard to the pensions to wounded office i-', yc>ur Coir.mUiCo lunc only 
• heie to Pc'peat the opinion, which they have bel'yre siatock of the inexpe- 
diency of cuntiiiuliig the Jatv regulation, by wliV’h pc-M^io-'.s fhr wounds 
rcceited in an infciior ranlvTaic permitted to increase, :»s if the wouml b»ad 
been received in every liighcr rank to which the officer m:-y ait.iin. This 
is in factf as they before observed, to give a continuallv n. creasing renui- 
lu^ration for wounds, which are ^lol so st^ious as to prevent uu officers 
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• .« 
continuing in active service, and attaining higlicr rank and greate; emolu- 
inents, and (» uliot ibe lowest rate uf pciisioti to hifn Vhose wounds majr 
liave so utt«rly disable*d him, as to oblige him the active line atnl 

* forego tlK^iiOproving prospects of his pr^jession. 

|To he commuc!(J.] • 


NAVAL HISTOllY OF THE PRESENT YEAU 1817-18* 

(December — Jetnuari/.) 

- IIETIIOSPKCTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

T he corumenceitunit of this year ^larked by a signal act of charity. 

On Fiidny, the 2(1 of January, a Meeting was held at tiie King’s Head 
Tavern, to take into conbiiiurariou son ig plan of relief to the unemployed 
seamen, u-.milering ilirough»lhe streets oT the Metropolis in a state of 
pauperi'in. Tiir chair was taken J>y Mr. Macanlcy, iif the absence of the 
Lord Mayor, i\lio did not arrive at tbe appointed time, and having stated 
the object of ilie Meeting, am^icad the names of a ('ommirice which iuid 
been pre\ ioiislv appoitited, Mr. Payne, chief eleik ufjthc Justice Room, 
at Guildhall, expies^ca himself actuated hy a sense o( the sufferings of 
our seamen, and said, tiial i^e had picscntcd a nieinaialon the subject 
to tlic Common C^iuiicil, on the lltfi of Dec ember, and Iiad been referred 
to the Oimmitite of City Lands; ceituin punts, however, of eVy cti()ucttc 
had obstructed ids progress in this humane dosigu; lie llicn jcad the 
^wemorianmd prtjpo^cd calling on the paiidics for a gencr.il contribution, 
and assigning a teinporaiy asylum for tlioe unfoitunatc sufferers,^ until 
PariiaiTient could devise stnne moic permanent mode of relief. 

After vario.is observations by Mr. Payne, the Loid Mayor, and the 
Chui''man. it was fimdlv proposed by the lailer, that the different papers 
and siiggesiions slionid Lc referred to a committee of tive, who sliould 
have power to addtfo their number^*, and that they •'lionld repoi'l thcrcOii, 
to a general meeting to be heid on the following ^lonilay at one o’clock. 

On Monday, Jau. 5lh, at a (pjartcr past two o’clock, the Committee 
presented ihemstUes to a resptciublc a.sscnil)higc of merchants, ship- 
owners, and Olliers, at the City of London i^vem, cliair was taken 

by Mr. Wiibei force. The lni-»mes'i of tlic meeting was then ojjj^ejicil by- 
Mr. Marlin, wlio said, “It was most disircssing to every rceliiig:|6|^,t, to 
think, tliat men who had fought the battles of ihcir country, and.wtio liaJ^ 
fought succcs*fuliy ti^ were now out of employ, and starving about the 
sff^efs; and, when it was considered that these men had pej-formed such 
services, them' sitinitioii mif.>i have a stiongcr hold ofiytlic public feeding,' 
than that of any other class uf mendicants. lie should not fake up any* 
more of tlie time of Llio meeting, but read the (iibt resolution ho meant ip 
propose'! The resolution was to this : “ Tliat the s&rcets of the 
Metropolis had lately, and particularly wkliin the last few weeks,, been 
crowded with intndicauls in ^^the dress ai^d character of distressed 
fcfamen." ^ 

•Some remarks from Mr^^Doriiford, Mr. Roweroft, and Mr. Frend| iii« 
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Tervene^ And the »Bc«n^ resolution wai^ read and carried, ** niat the rasa 
of seamen in distress^as ene which must make a rorcib|e appeal lo 
Brijistir benevolence.’' • • * • ^ 

Another resolution was^ “Tifat all mendicants in the dress^of sailors 
should be carefully examined, in order that those who were found to 
bo deserving objects should be rc\tarded ; and, that those who were 
impostors^ should ba'^unished according to law. ^ 

The next resolution was, ** That a subscripth))] be immediately opened 
for the purpose of relieving distressed seamen.” In proppsing tins ccsolu* 
tion, Mr. Martin said, that application had been made to the Boardi^f 
Admiralty by the Coiniuitrec, and tliat the board had signified their wish 
to assist in the business jn ^iiy w'ay wliich was in their povter. 

The subject wasi then thken ^Und viewed in various lights, accompanied 
with various observpiions collateral and direct, rcdaiive and extraneous, by 
4lr. Drinkald, Mr. Stephen, Mg. Methut’o, W|‘P irnf'rd, Sir .lames Shaw, 
Mr. Omeley, Captain Frankhii, Lieuteiiuiic Gordon, the L'ird Mayor, Lord 
Cochrane, Mr. Sturge, Mr. Uov\croft, &c- 

Tlius have itie distresses oQ our discharged seamen at length 
became so general and cxiretnc, that tlic puldic eye can no longer view 
t^icm with indiircrcnce. Our pages have tong uigtd the necessity and 
justice of this relief. It is, however, well come, at last, 'And much gratified 
we Are to see the luiinanc iiistitutors of the subscrit)iion so liberally and 
actively supported. We have, indeed, witnessed n>o long ourj^rav© Tats 
begging bitter bread ilnough rp.ihns their valour s:?vcd;” and most cor- 
dially do we ri juice, in seeing them rescued fi 0 .in that sad employ* 
incut; an employment not less iin worthy of their cbaiacttr-, than disgrace- 
ful to ours in permitting it. But ti^c gift solely of food, cloathiiig, and 
shelter, is not »li ilia: is rCr|uisite — a restorathm of health and spirits will 
9<K)ii he the h.ippy result of this luimnn^'^iehef. An^ then their state ot' 
dependence on the hand of cumintin charity, will hccomc a state of revult- 
ing huiniiiaiion — employment must be con t rive* d for ilirm, »ithcr in the 
lishcricM, III cxpcdiiious of nauiicat discovery, imrcihitile vo/i'gos, or m 
some way hy which fecliiig of iiuiependeiuo may be pre>prveri, which 
is so esi^ntial to ^Nte^ttisli character, and su especially essoiKtai to the 
inarfliPImractcr of III iiuns. 

^ ThSkl^cral and laudable subscription wliich is still open for the relief of 
these wortliy objects of public beHelicei.ee is truly graiifyini:, and the 
systematic arrangement for the adminhtrution of it, is honorable the 
highest deg ree lo^all conrenied in it.* • Wejiopc it will he long ere t lie 
^ services^of^ ilies-e brave fallows shidl be demnniled for the purposes of 
ivar; but* its in the ordmnry conr^je of human affairs, that period must be 
sooner or later looked for, wc doubt not they wdl,Awhene'tr it sl)^]l umvei 
cheerfully and leadily repay Uie protection they now rici.!\e. 

— ^ ^ - ■ ^ ■ 

• Vult ^'iigt 64. 

laau.Ciroiu Vol.xxxi?. . L 
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• 

There are 70,000 seamen and marines at present on the pensioirfist, and; 
jprobulily twice as mafy^ soldiers ! 

^ American'' papers ii^ve arrived.to the 18th pf An expedition waa 

prppariu^f.a't St. Mar/s, to proceed ro occupy Amelia Island. It is said 
that the V'enezueliau Deputy had sent orders to Commodore Aury to deTend 
the place to the last; and, if compelled to yield by superior force, to 
surrender himself and his garrison, under protest, as prisoners of war.— 
The Can^rcs^i frig^ite had sailed from the Chcsapcalte with tiie commis- 
sioncts for South America, and would, it was supposed, cn passant, assist in^ 
the redurtion. • 

We are glad to find, that the Ilou^e of Representatives have passed a 
resolution, which is likely to remove a frequent cause of dispute between 
England and the United States. One^of their conimiitees has been directed 
to enquire into the expediency of providing ibr the apprehension of foreign 
sciuneit, deserters from their vessels in the North Amencan iiarhours. As 
they are chiefly Rritish scaitieii who commt'i this offence, and as it leads to 
their employnrjent in the American ships of war, the resolution may be 
consideicd as a strong symptom of a proper feeling jii the House towards 
Eijglaud. , * 

Tlievcueral idea in England, Ireland, and Scotland, with respect to the 
United States, is, that lei enn^rmts land where thcif uiLl, they are sure 
cmphpmenl and good wfipes. Hence thousands of poor families have pro* 
cceded to the cities of New York, New London, and other eastern ports as 
fur us BiHMon, the most expensive cities that are in the United States. 
The emigrants, in niatiy instances take no letters of in trod net ion ; they 
luive no idea of the geography of the country-— the vast extent of terfitory 
from Boston south and west, on the Mor>ongahel.i, Allegany, Ohio, and 
iSlississippi, and the tributary streams, a distance of 3000 miles nnd 
upwanis ; and they are at a loss iiow to act or where to go, consequently 
they suffer many aii^d serious Iticonvrnieiices ; di‘>appojiitment .'iiul dissaiis- 
factiou follow, and they wish themselves back again. Others sail to ports 
Vouth of the Chesapeake or stop at ports in Chesapcakc-buy below Balti- 
more, which is equally improper, as they, in either case, increase their 
expenses in proportion to the distance. » 

A meeting took place on the doth of November, at New York, for the 
purpose of providing means of subsistence and employment 'fq^/fjrisb 
Bmigrnnls. ^ 

By ihip last^ccounts from New York it appears, that two thirds of the 
American navy are in commission and a-float, and ijiat cvery^^xertioii was 
making in allethe naval yard« within the Unimi^ to complete the ships now 
building there. fur some time past a rendtzvous fur seuineiTTias been * 

•ppened m New York, and fdacards posted up, offering three iiioiiths pay 
down to sailors on their entering; ilialT several English seamen hdo not 
been able to withstand so great a tciuptntien, and «vere now serving on 
board of American ships of war. ^ ^ - 

The American papers rt^urt that Mr. Rngnt, the British ^inistmlias 
|»iuit:stcd against the bcizur^of East Tlorida by the United States. East 



, KAtAt HTStORY OF THt PfeESElirT YEAR, iSlT-rSi, . 

Tlondft be regtird^d as the absolute key of many^f the British West 
India Isii^nds. • 

It ts stated in a lotW fram Spain, tlrnt* the Ruisian squadron, now • 
tletaij^ed at Spithead by foul wtAds, is to esoprt the expedition* which is 
fitting out at Cadiz, for the Spanish Colonies ; and that the Spanish Com* 
inissioners will be empowered to make pacific proposals to the Insurgents^ 
or to direct hostilities, according to circumstances. 

Two Portuguese frigates are stationed in the Strnits*of Gibraltar, to 
prevent the I'unisian corsairs from passing into the Atlantic, until thei)^ 
government shall have renewed the armistice with Portugal. * They expected 
a reinforcement from Lisbon, on the arrivul of which; they were to proceed 
CO blockade the port of Tunis. 

Intelligence has been received at Marseilles, that an American squadroii 
of 'eight ships of war had been before Tunis. Tlie bey entered into a 
negociation with th^Commodote,aiul the differences between the Regency 
nhd United States were amicallly arranged by^'^nieans of a sum of money 
paid by the Bey. American Consul Jiad been reinstated at Tunis* 

According to tlie same letters, the plague continued Us ravages at Bona, on 
the frontiers of Tunis. • 

A letter from Sierra Leone, mentions tlic rtetlirrt to that place of the 
British scientific expedition for exploiing tTie interior of Africa. They 
v^ere compjetely uns\u‘eGssr\il, having advanced only about 150 miles 
into the interior, from Kio Nunez, Their progress was thcie stopped by a 
Chief of the country.— Nearly all tlic animals had dicnl. Sevei-al officers 
died; and, what is remarkable, but one private, besides one drowned, of 
about* 200. Captain Campbell died two days after ihoir return to Rb 
Nunez, and was buried with another officer, in t'lc bamo spot where Majoe 
i;^eddie, and one of his officers, were buried on ilicir advance. 


THE SPEECH OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS TO BOTH 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, 

dN ^TUESDAY, januAb\ 27, 18l8. 

^ and Gentlemen , 

are commanded by his Royal Highness the Prince Regent to iiiforni 
vT you, that it is with great concern that he is obliged to aiRiuunce to yoU 
the cotuinuance of his Majesty^s lamented indisposition. 

The Prioce ftegent is flhrsuuded that you will deeply participate in theaOlic- 
»tf.on with 4PHt:li liis Royal lligfiiiess has been visited, hy the unlaimtous and ua» 
timely death of Ids beloved and only child the Princess Chavlotte, • 

'Under thisT awful dispensation of providence, it has been a soothing consola- 
tion to the Prince Regent's heart, to receive frqm all descHptioiis of his Mnje<(-' 
ty’s subjects the mo^t cordial assurances both of their Just ticnse of the lo^s which 
AieyhAve sustained, and of Uieir sympathy with his parental sorrow: And, 
owi^iufferuigB, his Iloyal Highness has not been unmindful of theellkct 
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< 

ivbicb tbis lad efent must have on tlie,intere9tl 4md fotufe Froipcisfi tto 
kifi|;doiii. \ * , 

We are ermmanded (o arqiiaint you, that the Ref;ent continireito re- 

* ceite from JForeifcu Pdwers the strongest assurances of Ibrtr friendly dlipfositton 
tovrards lllis Country, and of nheir desire to maintain the general triq^qnlUfty. 

IJis Royal llighnrss has the satisfaction of being able to awnre yM, that the 
confidence which he has invariably felt in the stability of the great lourcei of 
our national pro<iperi(y has not been disappointed. ^ 

The improvemeh't which has taken place in the course of the last year, in 
almost every branch of our domestic industry, and the present stale of pubHo 
frcdit, afford ab^indant proof that the difficulties nader which the coiiotry was 
labouring were chiefly to be ascribed to temporary causes. 

So important a change could not fail to withdraw from the disaffected the 
principal means of which they had availed themselves for the purpose of fomeat- 
jng a spirit of discontent, which unhappily led to acts of insurrection and trear 
SOB : And his Royal Highness entertains the most confident expectation, that 
the state of peace and tranquility tc which the country isWw restored, will be 
maintained ogainst all attempts to disturb it, by the persevering vigilance of 
the Magistracy, and by the loy 2 i(!ty and good sense of the people. 

Gentlemen of the //otisc of Commontt 

The Prince Regeol has directed the Estimates for the current year to be laid 
before you. 

His Royal Highness recommends to your continued attention the state of the 
Public Income and Expenditure ; and be is most happy iir bring able to ac- 
quaint you, that, since you were last assembled in Parliament, tho Revenue 
has been in a state of progressive improvemeat in its most important branches. 

Bfy Lordt^ and Genllemen^ 

We are commanded by the Prince Regent to inform yon, that be has con- 
cluded Treaties with the courts of Spain and Portugal, oo the important subject 
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

Hli Royal Highne'ss has directed that a copy of the former Treaty should be 
immediately laid before you ; aud he will order a similar couimuoication to be 
made of the latter treaty, os soon as the ralificatioo of it iball have been ex- 
changed. 

In these negociatious it has been his Royal Highness*! endeavour, as far as 
circumstances would permit, to giveeifect to the recommendations coqtained in 
the Joint Addresses of the two Houses of Parliament i And bis Royat^lkhaesB 
has a full reliance on yonr readiness to adopt such measures as may be aecedsary 
for falfiUiag tk? cagagemeut into which he has entered for that purpose. 

The Prince Regent has commanded us to direct your particular atteotioo to 
the deficiency which haeiq long existed in the number tif places bf public wor- 
ship belonging to (be Establiiilied Church, when s:omparcd"witb hU ioeveosed 
and incceasing population of the country. 

His Royal Higlaiess most earnestly recommends this important But>jecb|toyonr 
early coDsideratioo, deeply Impressed, as be has no doubt you are, wiffiijusi 
xenteof themany blessings which this country’ by the favohr of .Divide ProvU 
gdence has eqjoyed ; aod with the cooviction, that the religious and moral habila 
of the people are the most sure and firm foundation of national pgosperify^^ 





THE FAMILY VOYAGE. 

^fX^IS twice five years, and something more^ 
Since wc left idngland’s happy shore, 
To cross the western main : * 

The time was long from friends to part, 

Jlnd wishes moved each kindred heart, * 
For our return again. 

To India's shores we bent our way. 

Doom'd for a leiigtli of time to stay, 

But such was fate's decree : 

Oui^ohject bcinp fully gain'd, » 

For which we had so long rcmaiiiM;, 

We homeward cross'd thfi sea. 

Anxious we look'd for fav’ring gale^, , 
To fill our widely-spreading sails, 

And drive us fjuickly on : 

Moi^ tiiaii a hundred miles each day, 

We travcll'd on our wnt'ry way, 

To gain our native home. 

Anchor’d at length, our voyage oVr, 

Our eyes turn’d wistfully to snore, 

Though darkness reign'd around t 
Gladly we heurti the captain say, 

He would not wait for coming day, ^ 

To land on British ground. 

Still was the night, and calm the scu. 

The rowers pull’d mo^r maurully, 

To gain the*destin*d strand : 

Phosphoric light shone on the wave, 

Each stroke the sturdy boacnicn gave, 

'Twas fire on either hand. 

Thus our eventful journal ends, 

Semn we embrac'd, our joyful firieuds, 

Who welcom’d our return. 

Promis’d we ne'er would roam again, 

But here conteutt*il lo romrmi. 

..Nor give them ca'jfs to mourn . 



> 8 : 


rtfE'tRT. 


EXTRACre FROM' MRS. M'MULLAN'I k)Elrf; 

•« THE CRESCENTS 

T he Grecian Cohorts, and the T^^jan name, 

The Spartan phalanx, and the I^tiniah fame, 
itmiDon’s proud 8«jn, and CsjRr's mighty arm, 

I'he oVr whelming Guths, the Vandals* rude alarm, , 
Traced on immortal tablets bright, were Ipng 
The painter s subject and the poet's song ; 

While empires flourish’d, and while empires fell. 

And age to age of slaughter'd inilliont tell.— 

Europe emerged : — still hostile sreptres sway'd, 

The jiw’lin flew, the intrepid war-horse neigh'd; 

Still clashing sabres cleft tbe^clmct-phune ; • 

Each life a warfare, and^Wch mound a tomb. 


Omniscient Powers beheld the endless strife, * 

As Meicy mourn'd the waste of human life 
The plaint WHS heard, — Atlantic met their smile, 

The halo rested on Britannia’s Isle ! 

But, ere her glory reach'd its inountuin-heiglit, 

Some adverse clouds eclipsed her brilliant light— 

These ranisheci when her pliirne-crown'd Edward came, 
And Conquest vyaited on Fifth Henry’s name: 

On Cressy’s plain, in Agincourt’s proud field, 

The G.iuls were taught that Britons never yield; 

Their English spiiit scorned a foreign yoke— 

Proud and iinhending ns their nati\c oak. 

Heaven's charter this, “ The Brave shall e’er be Free ! 
Then Britain take the Empire of tlic Sea !” 


Her red-cross waved— her thousand ina^ts uprear’d— 
Her commerce spread — her virgin Queen appear'd. 
Her arm now thunder’d, and her voice gave laws. 

To Honour time, and firm in Justice’ cause. 

Her navfil champions fought, till every wave 
Ensanguined, told the triumphs of the brave 
Venquig^h'd Arn[iada% uith their wondroi^ host, 

In fragments floated to their native const ; 
where’er lier standard met the ocean- breeze, 

Each vessel own’d her Empress of the seas. 
To'crown her glory, and to guide her car, 

The Brunswick came Hail, Albion's bgppy star ! 



POETHY, 


T« 

nn\ les still their force displa^M, 
pCtcn {idvaiiciflg,*— but as oft dismay’d ; / 

Batavia, Gallia, and Iberia frown’d. 

Gave Cadmus’ harvest to Columbia’s ground : 

were the contests, countless on the main 
Tlvshatter’d bulwarks, and the heroes slain. 

Ever victorions, Britain’s flag opfui I’d 
Her great cIcHance to an envious world. 

Thy memory, IltiVie ! to every tar is dear, 

And gallant Duncan merits well the tear, 

St. Vincent’s rock proclaims a glorious tale. 

While Nelson's deeds arc known to every vale. 

What British heart but »1iroV)3 from youth to age 
To read these registers in Britain’s page I 
Eroin East to West her laMrels proudly grew, 

The North, flie South, Jjcr darin*t prowess knew: 

In Scotia’s land rcai’d many a ruliaiUSim, 

And from gredn Tain call’d her Wellington ! 

Exiled the Wc-pot Irom a land of slaves. 

And sooth’d the ghosts on Wright’s i.nd Enghein’s graves. 


WrilUn on bchig (old that I should endeavour to obtain the Goodwill of 

txer^ Person, • 


T here arc, whose prai'^cs T am proud to gain ; — 

There are \vho‘«c prai'*einy character would stain;— 
There are too tlio-'C whose censure I would fly;*— 

7'here are wli<»&c censure would be euh’gy ! — 

Why then slmuhl sagC'* pi each to :>imple youth * 

'J’he love of worldly prudence? vhich, in sot)th. 

But chills the Hcav’ii sprung ardor of tlic hreust, 

By teaching him subiiiissi')i) when opprest. 

Hence with such Toul philRsophy !— the mind, 

Tor nobler ends by Deity design’d, 

Slvould rouse at honor’s call and scorn to yield 
*To gnnnt iniustice, though he stalk the field 
I'’inn in itself, and, conscious of its power, * 

Smile nt^ihe tlireaimng storm tho’ dark it lower. 

And shmming/ rror, doiyg what is right, * • 

Shinf*fikc the di’inond in its native light.— 

TJic goc^d man's praise such conduct will obtain, 

11^ bad man's censure I regard as vain. 



Htdif'ux, 



RESULTS OF A METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER 

Kept at tile Observatory of the Naval Academy^ Gosport, in 1817 , 
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VUl^KIs I1T8T0RY OF THE FRESENl YEAR. 1817-18 « 

( ** 

The number df rainy da^s 19 also less this year^ t^an the preceding, by 
15 ; but the number of brilliant and cloudless days is nearly on a par. 

The annual mcap state of the Barometer is *171| or nearly *1 of an inch 
higher'; and the annual m^aii thcrmomctrical heat between and 3” more: 
these favourable indications further corroborate the ungenii^weather of 
that year. 

Tbft annual mean barometrical pressure, from three observations eacli 
day in 1817, is as follows ; at 8 o’clock A,M. 80*002 inches ; at 2 P.M, 
80 005 inches; and at 8 in the evening, 30 017 incties. Thus, from 8 in 
• the morning till 8 in the evening, a small rise of the mercury is discovered : 
but notwithstanding the increase from 8 A.M. till 2 P.M., the mercury, from 
one hour before till two lig^iirs after noon, suflers a simultaneous depression 
of about yi^th of an inch (in summer lime more) almost every sunny and 
fair day : this change we suppose to aiisc from solar influence ; but the 
aggregate diurnal increase docs, in all probability, ly'ise from a combina- 
tion of cause||ia6 caloric downwards, iio:.'eIcclric winds, &c. 

The annual mean diurnal ;.empcraturc of the upper room in the Observa- 
tory, where no Are was kept, is about 4*^ higher than the annual m^an 
diurnal temperature without door ; and the annual mean nociurntU tempe* 
rature 5*° higher. This difference undoubtedly aiises from two causes; 
riz. the loss of the calorific^or dark rays that steal imperceptibly on, and 
raise the Thermometer placed without door ; and the want of free air. 

. We make this remark merely to point out to those who keep regular jour- 
nals of the weather, the real cliflerence that will arise from icgisteriiig from 
a Thcrraomeler within, and from a Six’s placed in the fjeeairin a northern 
aspect, out of the rays of the sun : and \vc are confident in staling, that 
similar observations made in the same city, town, or village, will ever vary 
considerably, without regard to placing the instruments fur lyeteorological 
purposes in suitable situations. 

Atmospheric Pheiiomend, 

The following atmosfiheric phenomena, which wc have selected, as a 
piece of curiosity, from our monthly Meteorological Journal, have come 
within our observation this year — namely, lightning 14 different days; 
thunder, 11; hail, 12; snow, 6 ; and a qnr,;.«.cent barometer, G. 42 gales of 
wind from diffeient quarters; viz. 4 from the N. 2 from tlieN.E. 17 from 
theS.W. 10 from the W. and 9 from the N.W. 1 1 rainbows, eight of 
which were perfect, with their proper colours. IG solar halos 1 15 lunar 
halos; 20 lunar coronas ; 1 lunar iris; and 1 coloured par.-iseicnc, which 
appeared on the flOtli of July, between 11 and 12 P.M. IS^sriiall meteors, 
commonly, culled failing 4>r shooting stars, and 2 large ones, lialf the 
apparent size of the muon at her greatest altitude: also 2 borealt^ 

or northern lights. All the modifleations of cloud adopted iikChe nomen- 
clature, appeared here 011 the 1st of September. 

Ocular Appearances. 

Solar Halo. The most beautiful of tine solar halos appeared on t)iO 
51I1 of June, from 7 till } past 9 A.M. on the vesicula of Rethin vapour or 
haze, which was at that Ume descending slowly into tite lower medium ; it 
ff^gasured 4^^ in diametfri liMizoiitally; aud several of the prismatic colour^ 
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fchnt formec^ it were telesably bright : the atmosphere frijm the interior edge 
of the halo to the light yellow concentric corona imefled lately around the 
sun^ was to all appearance Haj-ker and denser than .that outsfde of the 
coloured circle. At 1 P.M. the following day* two semicircular psfts of u 
halo ofrthe^me diameter appeared round the stm^ formed on thick lofty, 
cirri, hut fflby gradually disappeared aS these light clouds moved out of the 
vicinity of the sui^toward^ the east. ^ ^ ’ 

Lv5ar IlALca The most beautiful of the lunar halos appeared <li the 
24tliof November, at 9 P.M. ; it was formed on passihg bedsofloftj 
attenuated cirrocumulus from the N.W. and exhibited four lively prismatic 
colours ; its horizontal diameter, measured by a sextant, was 45** capcllat 
in the constellation Auriga, being 22^ 3<y from the mr)on*9 centre, and on * 
the exterior edge of the halo, which riftasurcmeot doubled gives 45^. Its 
periphery was must perfect at midnight, vvheiv the moon’s altitude was 
groutesr, the perpendicular diameter of a lunar or solar halo, when 
betwet'ii the horizon and the zenith, is always somewhat greater than its 
horizoiiiHl diameter. Both solar a.'d lunar halos are harbingers of falling 
weatljer; us rain general ly fullpws in >2 or 24 hours, aud^ sometimes 
sooner, after their appearance, particularly if the wind coinl4ii a westerly 
ilirection over the Atlantic Ocean. • 

ThdisctivcrasolurJikLo, Accustom yourself to look closely into the 
atmosphere within a few degrees of the sun, when the sunshine is rather 
faint, and no appearance of clouds near the sun at the time. ' * 

A lunar halo is more easily discovered, fronfthe moonlight being feeblei 
and less brilliant than the solar rays. 

Rainbow.* The widest and most perfect rainbow appeared on the 12th 
of October, at J pa'.t 4 P.M. ; the diameter of its exterior bow along the 
earth, as measured by the sextant, was rather more than 100^, which is 
the widest we can possibly see. 

The funar Iris or Rainhov/ appeared on the 25tli of August, at } past 

8 o’clock in the evening, for about 10 minutes, on a large nimbus in the 
N.W. the moon being nearly at the full, and shining brightly in the S.E. ; 
the prismatic colours of tins rare phenomenon were distinctly seen, but they 
were coiisidcrably fainter than those which constitute the^solar bow. The 
lunar iris is nearly of the same extent as the solar, and formed in a similar 
manner $ namely, by the refraction of the moon's rays in the drops of rain 
in the night. 

Aurora Borealis. The first appearance of the aurora borealis was 
from & till 10 P.M. on the 8ih o^Fcbruiiry ; hut as that part of the northern 
hemisphere from the horizon to in altitude, was almost overcast with 
cirrrosiralm, its appeuraiico here was not very remarkable, except in the 
instance of >i few of the coloured coruscations that extended beyond the 
zeiiitl* southward. The sky being partly clear in tlie north the following 
evening, the lights were more distinctly seen; they frequently appeared in 
perpendicular columns, at other times arched, and varied in colour in pro- 
portion to the^itfereiit degrees of rarefaction of the air which they passed 
^roiigh. ^ • * * 

The last appearance was on the I9th of September, from { past 8 rill 

9 P.M. between the N.W. h. N. and N. by E. points : there was only n 

low cirrostratus cloud near the horizon at the time, above which the 
aurora ascended in thick and sleader pillars of a whitish light. Eight per* 
pondicuhir columns appeared at intervals, nearly equidistant from each 
other ; the highest was full 4(f* above the horizon, ww^er StelUi Polaris, and 
the thickest (directly under Benetnasch, in the tail of ursa major : they 
sometimes terniinalcd uke the top of a cone, and at others like the long 
Aame of a candle. 1 
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Kbsvlts. 

Inches, , 

5 Maximum,. 30-58 January 19th, Wind S.W. 

IIABOMBTBR. ^ Minimum . . 29-48 Ditto 5th. Ditto K. by W. 


Range of the Mercury .... 1-10 

Mean barometrical pressure 29*987 

Clreatest vaViatiou in 24 hours *70 > 

Spaces described 7*85 

If amber of Changes 29 


2 Minimum . . 22 Ditl 

. Range 52 

Mean temperature of the At> > .g,. 

mosphere' J 

Oreatest variation in 24 hours 17 
Evaporation during the pe^od *40 Inch. 
Rain, hail, and snow, difo ,1*78 Do. 


Ditto ^ 26tba Ditto N.W. 


of the prevailing JVindt, 

I. N.E. E. S. S.W.. W. N.W. 

3 5 19 5 * 7ss5lDtys. 
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REMARKS ON THE 'WEATHER. 

•m 

jD^cEitBEn At S A.M. n shower of ^mall transparent Hail, fol* 
lowed by Tumulostrntvt and iiueryals4»f sunshixie till noon ; P.M. an over^ 
case sky, and u cold breeze from the east. 

Overeast t'll 9 A.M. then fine, with cirrus, cirrocumuli, and cumuli 
in all quarters near the horizon : the night fair and frosty. 

S3. A veil of cirrestrntus, which broke away at 10 A.M. ; then fine, 
svith plumose cirrus, and cirrocumui%s till sun-set : the night as the pre* 
cediug ; ^nd a quiescent barometer during the last 94 hours. 

24. A.M. fine, with cumr^/i, and a stiff easterly breeze : P.M. clear and 
frosty. 

- 25. A.M. hoar fTobt early :^sunshine^ with cumulus below cirrocumulus : 
P.M. as the preceding. 

26. Hoar frost, and a stratus on the Ijarbour and at Spithead : a trans- 
parent Btmosphere*and calm all da^ : haze after sun-set, followed by rain ; 
the maximam of temperature at midnight. . , 

27* The day nbarly as tlie preceding : a*strong westerly gale, and rain 
at night. ^ ' 

28. A.M. fine, with cirrocumulus cirrostratns : P.M. clear and 
frosty. 

29* A.M. hoar frost with ice, and a cloudless sky : P.M. linear cirri 
from the W. and N.W. ; as the upper atmosphere became cnim, we had 
an opportunity of seeing those soft delicate clouds descend gradually, and 
soon after sun-sot they passed to cirrostrati, while a slow depression was 
observed on the mercury in the barometer: showers of rain and hail in thp 
night, when the maximum ^f temperature occurred. * 

30« Much cirrostratus in flocks and in beds, and intervals of sunshine : 
the sky overcast at night, followed by a little rain. 

31. Overcast and foggy till 10 A.M. then cirrostratus appeared : from 
noon till sun-set a clear sky ; the night cloudy and fine. 

^January 1818, A.M. hoar frost, with icc, a cold easterly wind, 
and sunshine, with low cumulus clouds ; P.M. a clear sky. 

2. A light hoar frost, afterwards heavy cumuhstratuf, and but little 

sunshine tlfl^ough the small openings of this compound modification : a heavy 
gale from the eaA till midnight. * « 

3. At 9 A.M. H inch of snow, which fell in pretty large fiock^ or tufts, 
the aggregate of each tuft was composed of short fine bars, of a cylindrical 
shape— P.M. overcast, aod^ rain — the maximum of temperature in the 
night. 

4. Heqyy cumulosiratus early, followed by nimbi aud showers, tvith 
intervals of sunshine— maximum of^emperatuxe in the night. 
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6. A strong gale from the $.W. from 5 A.M* tjll nbon : a ^ainy dty^ 
and a fine night. <’T. 

. 6. A little hoar frost and* ice ; a brillldKt and cloudless day^ and a 

rising ba'Fometer : a beautifiil blush on the twilight, both' in the eastern 
and western sky, followed by a descent of haze. 

7* A.M. fine with arms passing rapidly to cirroairaius ^ afterwards 
low cumuhs cloucjs : P.M. a brisk gale from the west, accompanied with' 
rain, 

8* A fine dH 5 ', with plumose r/rrirs, and attenuated eirrostratus : atsun* 
set there was a beautiful display of light red cirri, fretted and embossedi 
and cirrocumuU in the S. and S.W. ; the upper edge of a cirrostratuf 
cloud, arched like a rainbow from N.N.W. to S.£* was also tinged with a 
\cry deep icd : hazy through the night. 

A rainy and windy day. f 

10. Drizzling rain till 2 P.M. when the lovrcr tfraium of cloud broke 
away, and for about an hour c&rocumiiius appeared in flocks, well formed 
iVoiu the cii rus above. ' « 

1 If Drizzling rain nearly all day : nimbi and smart showers at night. 

1^* A grey morning; at noon a beautiful solar halo 44^ in horizontal 
diameter, appeared on a veil of thick nVrtis, which in the aftei'noon passed 
to attenuated eirrostratus : wind and ram after 5 P.M. 

13. Wet and windy — a lunar corona at J past 10 P.M. 

14. A.M. as the preceding, and a gale from the W.S.W. heavy rct7;;u- 
lustraiufwd sunshine in the afternoon. 

\5m An overcast sky all day and night, and u strong gale from the 
west. 

1(3. Part of a solar halo :Vom 9 till 10 A.^I. : at noon ruin, followed 
immediately by a hard gale from the west. 

17- A fine sunny day, with eirrostratus early, and a constant flow jf 
lofry cumuli : a gold-coloured sun-scc, and a clear moonligiit night. 

18. Nearly as the preceding, with lofty cumuli^ and cumulostratus. 

19< A.M. a light iioar fiO'.t, calm, and a tc^uusparciit atiiiospliere ; the 
afternoon fine, with cinus and cumulus clouds : a clear sky at night, but 
hazy below. » 

SO; A light hoar frost early : a fine sunny day, with pluinosr cirri, cir- 
rocumulif andcdis»tJ'"t cirTosti^utus .* the passing^ ci/Tui was tinged with rod 
at sun-set ; and these was a blush on the twilight, both in the eastern and 
western iky ; a close corona round the moon from 5 till 6 PfM. 4bc night as 
ihepreceding. 
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*Dvomotion 0 anil 9ppointment<f« 

Captains, &c. appointed. . 

Cajit. K. Bernard, to be post-captain* • ^ 

Cfiarles H. Heed, to the Driver, on the Leith station, vice Capt. Ross, 
appointed to prosecute the northern discoveries. 

Right Mon. Lord H. F. Thynne, is promoted to the rank of a lieutenant, 
and appointecTto tlie Tagus ; Hod. Edward Gore, to the ijink of lieutenant, 
and to the Fly sloop; John Roberts, and Thomas Harding, to the rank of 
lieutenants; C. C. Dent, to be a lieutenant, and to the Challenger; J. W. 
Cairnes, to the Island of Ascension; C. R. Milborne, tolhe Ganymede^; 
L. D. IkjitchelJ, to the Larne ; T, R. Brigstoke, to the Lee; TL Jellicoe, 
and Wm. Saunders, to the Erne ; John Barclay, to the Esk ; G. C. Guua< 
bier, to the Orlando ; J. O. N^ps, to the Cadmus; Wiliiain Morrell, to 
one of the ships bound on cliscoveries. 

Admiral Sir ilieimrd Rickertun. Bart, is appointed Lieut.-Gcncral of the 
Royal Marine Foreqp, vice Sir Richard Onslow, Bart, deceased ; and Rear* 
admiral Sir George Hope, K.i^.B. is a})puinted Major-general, vice Sir 
Richard Bickcrtoii. 

Captain Clotwortliy Upton, is nppointed^aval Commissioner at Trin- 
cotiiaiee. East Iiuligs, znee Peter Puget. 

Capt. E. Bernard, to the Conway; Timothy Scriven, C.B. to the Erne ; 
Charles H. Rcfid, to the Driver; D. Buchan, and John Ross, to tlid com- 
itiand of t»o or the ships intended to prosectftc the northern discoveries. 

Captain Robert Larkati of Gosport, is appointed to Greenwich Ilospiial, 
vice RmlieH'ord, deceased. 

D. Down, surgeon of the flag ship in the Mediterranean, is appointed 
Physician Extraordinary to the Duke of Clarence. ^ 

Doctors James Gillies, Surgeons, R.N. and Win. Beatty, the laitei 
Phy.sitian to the Channel fleet, are appointed Physicians Extraordinary to 
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent for Scotland. 

Mr. W. H. Orton, of the superior class of shipwrights, having served In:, 
time in the school for naval architecture, is appointed to Sheerness dock 
yard; Mr. William Morgan, from the same establishment, is appointed to 
Deptford dock-yaid; Mr. Charles Buniiycastle, to Wotlwich dock-yt^rd; 
and Mr. Francis Lciard, to Portsmouth dockyard. 


DEATHS. 

Lately, at her residence in the Edgware-road, after a few days illness, 
aged 34 years, the lady of Rear-admiral Charles Dudley Pater. 

Lately, at his sent’ at Cutfijelli., in Hants, ^ aged 72 years, RighrHon, 
Gedrge Rose, M.P. Treasurer of H.M. Navy, President of tl^ Board df 
'iVadc, Clerk of Parliament, &c, &c. • 

Lately, was drowned in a boat race, from Plymouth, round the ^dy- 
stnne, by till* upsetting of the bout in which be wassailing, Lieut. X^W. 

.Dyer, R.fl. Date of coinruission, 31st Marclf, 1312. • 

On the 2‘2d October, at Bonington House, Lanarkshire, I^dy Ross 
Baillie, ofLnmington, relict of the lute Vice-admiral Sir John Lbck hart 
Ross of Balnngowii, Baronet. 

On the 26th December, in London, aged 36 years. Captain George Bul« 
{ey, R.N. Date of commission, l7th Jan. 1814. 

Suddenly, at Havre de Grace, on the evening of the 2fih December, 
Capt. G. R. J!)ouglas, R.N. he was carried to the grave by eight of hia bro- 
ther officers, attended as chief uioUTuer by the Britisli Consult Date of 
pofnmiasioDi 98tb Feb, 1812, | 
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On the S9th Dec. Jn the SSdjeer of his a^, Mr. \V«. Goddard, father of 
Thomas Goddard, Eiq. Porsfer of (be RojAl Georfse r aoht. ' 

On the dd of January, at ^uthampton, aged 77 year^, Sir Richard 0ns* 
jow, Pnrtj G.C.B. ^rt^dmirol of (he Kcdj aiW Lieut, -General of the Royal 
Marine Forces i he was next Father of the Fleet to Earl Sc. Vinceiili Sir 
Richard was esteemed, "in tl^ extended sense — A ^ood officer. He com* 
menced Lis naval career at a very early period of Fire. His first appoint* 
ment as lieutenant, bears the date of December, 17, 175^ On the Ilih 
of July, 1761, h^ was advanced to the Tank of cotnmnnder; and on the 
T4thor ^pril, 1762, he was made post into the Humber, a 40-gun ship* 
Captain Onsloiy was iiii the squadron under the command of Lord Howe, 
<nt Sandy Hook, in July, 1778, and accompanied that officer in his eipedi- 
tion to Rhode Island, in' August following, in quest of the French fteet. In 
July, 1780, when in command of the Belloiia, 74, he captured (he Dutch 
ship of war. Princess Caroline, of 54 guns, c'^d 300 iqen. In 1790, Cap- 
tain Onslow was appoinlted to the Magnificent, 74, one of the fleet intended 
for the Channel scrvic^,''aiid equipped ihrohgh apprehensions of a war 
>>vith Spain relative to Nootka Sound. Tliat alarm, however, having blow’n 
over, he quitted his command, and was n^ver employed again as a private 
captain. On the 1st of July. 1793, he was advaoecd to Rear-admiral pf 
'the White. In 1796, Rear-admiral OnirlOw was, for tt short time, Pori- 
adririral at Plymouth, and was soon afterwarijs appointed second in com* 
nifuid of. the fleet under the late Lord Duncan in the North Sens ; where 
he disiinguislied himself in the Monarch, 71, in the defeit of the Dutch 
fflect under Admiral do Winter; bi> ship connnenred the nclion, and sus- 
tained greater than any one in the Rritinh fleet, the Ardent excepted ; the 
Vice-admiral Rcntjits, in the Jupiter, 7^, and TjOG mci], struck to the 
Monarch. For his gallant conduct in thit^ action he was created a Ba- 
ronet; received th& thanks of ^oth Houses of Parlinrncnr ; and was pre* 
sented with the freedom of the City of lAmdon^ and a sword of oiie hun- 
dred guineas value. Sir^Eichnrd retained his cointnand in the North Sea 
Fleet, but without any further opportunity of distinguishing himself, till 
the year 1799, when he (^signed. On the 14th of July, 1799, he was pro- 
moted to be Admiral of the Blue St^uadron, and subseqaently obtaimtd 
the distinguished honour of being appointed Lieutenai^-generalofMarineSj, 
and was created Grand Cross of the order of the Bath. 

On lhe4lh January, in an apopletic flt, at Woolwich, Mr. James Braine, 
of HJM. dock-yard at that place. Mr. Brainehad been for several years a 
faithful servant of the public, and is much regrettied, and was greatly res* 
pected by all who knew him. 

On the lOch January, Mr. John limes, Purser Royal, at his residenfe 
near Portsmouth. Date of warrant, 77th January, 1804* 

Ofi the l4th Jonuary, at^s apartments in Greenwich Hospital, deeply 
lamented j|^y a numerous cifcle of bi other offijcers and friends, OipUUn 
W. G. Uutb.Tford, R.N. C.B. Captain Ruihdrlkird was one of tlie heros 
of %afalgar,. ho ving the honor to command U.IVitS!^ Swifrsure, of 74 guns, 
in that evei^memorahlc battle. Capt. R. was- ajiiust gentiema^y chn- 
racter, and a highly re&pdbted naval officer^ Date of edmmi^ion, loth 
Nov. 1796* 

On the 19tH Jnnuary, at Portsmouth, of an apoplectic Mr* W|o* 
Browne, gunner of il.M. Briton. 

Errata, - * 

Vol xXSviii* page 504, line 14, for ‘^edenj^’* read **eadcm;** 32, 
dek ** tj^e entranpe of;*^ and line 36 of the saihe page, ./or c^osg of ictri* 
butiyeJuscice,’Vead** course of reuibtttive Justice.** * 

At page 493, line SO, ^f?r ** sons ’* read “ roses.” 

494, line 1 l.y/r, forget/* “ forgot.* 

is!*' I - . . 
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•or THE LATE* • 

SIR HUGH PALLISER, Bart. 

* ADMIRAL Of THE WHITS, &C. ^ 

— I I 


■■■' We read lectures to yoHt 

How youngl^ he began to serve his coantry^ "" 

Hdw long contlaaed , and what stock he springs of. 

• Shaeispeaib. 

T he profeisional serricea of thlt gentleman were connected 
with a Ion*!; and interesting portion of British History ; and 
it will be seep even in the slight sketch of them that we ate enabled 
to give, that they were performed with a zeal and ability highly 
honorably to his character, although the most prominent feature of 
his history consists in the question of them. Success is perhaps in 
too many instances viewed as the criterion of both, or rather the 
failure of it is too often considered as justifiable ground for doubt- 
ing either the existence or the exertion of those essential qualities* 
We should indeed not too easily acqnicsce in, or excuse defeat, let 
the' purpose be what it may ; but as the issue of all enterprise is 
controlled by a superior hand, and especially in afiairs which 
involve the interests of whole nations, if on a fair, unbiassed 
scrutiny, we shall be foiyid to have deserved success, we are 
entitled to somewhat like the credit of it. We are told that 
lime and Chance happeneth to all : ” whatever may strictly be 
understood by Chance, we certainly find that 8ucccs< does not 
happen to all— but the reverse, we fear, to the far greater nqinber 
—with this, howevor, as a general ques^on, we haVe no present 
* concern— the ngval career of Sir Hugh presents repeated instances 
in which his zeal and ability were evinced by the gratifying test 
of success. 

The family of this gentleman was ancient, and respectable, and 
possessed ii|f a considerable estate at Newbywisk, in Yorkshire. 
His father was a captain in the*army, and the younger son of ^ 

00b, «Sron. Voi. xxxiy. • h \ 
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nmneFoui family. ^ He had, also two uncles, ^who died with the 
Tank of Iieutenan%c.colonels. His mother was the daughter of 
Humphrey RobiiTson, E^. of Thicket.Hall, in the county of 
York. Of his father we have no farther information, than' that 
he was wounded severely in the battle of Almanza. The family 
estate it appears was greatly encumbered by the eldest ^f his uncles, 
whose prodigality had brought it nearly to a state of ruin, but who 
in the course of a long life, (he having lived to the period of 100 
years), and a timely retreat from the vortex of dissipation, removed 
the incumbrances, and^ntailed on the respected subject of this mc« 
moir six hundred pounds a^year. Another member of the family 
lived in habits of friendship with the celebrated^ Locke, and died 
Archbishop of Cashel ; to this gentleman, the College of Dublin 
is indebted for some valuable endowments. 

Sir Hugh was born at Kirk Deigliton, in thc*coiinty of York, 
on the 26th of February, 1722. To gentlemen of his rank in 
lif^ the Army, Navy, Church, or liar, present the only ready 
avenues to suitable employment. He had shewn an inclination (o 
the navy, and was placed at an early age under the rare of a rela- 
tion, then a captain in the service. When inclination leads, exer- 
tion follows ; the whole art of seamanship was sedulously studied, 
and actively practised, in all the various duties of a naval oificer — 
and among the early friends which his good conduct gained him, 
he had soon the , honour to number, Lord Anson, Admiral iios- 
cawen, and Sir Charles Saunders. 

In the year 1742, Mr. Palliser was made lieutenant ; and in the 
engagement off Toulon on the 11th of February, 1744, we find 
him first of (he Essex, commanded by Captain Norris, who having 
disgraced himself in the action, subsequently absconded, an(fwas 
struck off the list. It appears, however, from Schombefg^s 
account, that on the 21st of May following, Captain Norris, in 
the Essex, destroyed several armed xebcquei^ settees *laden with 
stores, provisions, and ammunition, boufid to Antibes, which bad 
iaken shelter hi Cassi creek. 

The character of Mr. Palliser was, however, in no degrte 
affected the disgrace of his commander; in July, 174d, he was 
advance# to the rank of commander, and appointed to the Weaale 
sloop, in which be civtured fouf French privateers while on Ifh 
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ataiicm Off Beachy Jlead. The captux« of twopf them w««Rodcafl 
Ie the following oificial letter ** ' • 


. " Admiralty^Officey October 14, 1746. 

** Captain Palliser, in his Majesty’s sloop the Weazic, being on a cruise 
off the Isle of Wight, on the 8th instant, at ten in the morning, saw a 
shallop, which he gave chase Co, and at once came uf^with her and took 
her ; slie was called the Jeantie, a Prench privateer belonging to Boulogne, 
mounting six carriage and sit swivel guns, and had foPty-eight men oh 
board, and was comiiianlied by Antaine Colloit. 

^ When Captain PaHiser had sliifted the prisoners, be gave chase Co 
another vessel, and at daik came up with and took her. She was called 
the Fortune, a French privateer of Honfleur, mounting ten carriage and 
ten swivel guns, and had ningj-five men on board, commanded by John 
Giliiere. Both the prizes arc brought into port.” 


On the 25th of November, in the same year, he was promoted 
to post rank, and commissioned to the Captain, in the sqnadron 
of Commodore Leggc, appointed comftiander-in- chief at the Lee. 
ward Islands ; and on the death of that gentleman soon after, he 
removed into the Sutherland, of 50 guns, the Captain, as a larger 
ship, being assigned to the senior captain, afterwards Sir George 
Poebeke. 

In the mdnth of October, 1747, Admiral Hawke, who had 
been despatched with orders to cruise off Cape Finisterre with 
fourteen sail of the line, to intercept a fleet of French merchant- 
men, fell in with it, and engaged the squadron by which it was. 
protected, and captured six of the enemy’s ships, but the convoy 
escaped ; the admiral then despatched the Wcazle sloop, with 
information to tho comma&der-in-chicf on the Leeward Island sta- 
tion, and a great part of the convoy was taken ; but the Suther- 
land having lost her masts in a hurricane, was unable to share in 
the capture. To this misfortune shortly after succeeded another. 
In a ernisS to the leeward of Martinico^ he put into Prince Ru- 
pert’s Bay, Dominica, for water. The island being 'in the sole 
possession of the French, and native Indians, it was nheessary 
that a party of marines should be landed for the protection of the 
waterers. The armourer,* in taking the arms out of the chest on 
the qttaricr*deck, struck fire, which communicating tQ||jpie car- 
touch boxes therein, occasioned* all the arms to go off. Captain 
Palliser was sitting on the opjgosite side uT the deck, on the other 
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aad w^i immedMeijr wounded bf f bull whick ealm# 
on ttie lefteide of hhi back, and was taken out at his rigkkgroiii ; 
anothe;: struck hisVight hip, and a thitd his left shoulder. The 
armourer and his mate were both killed, but the captain, contrary 
to the expectation of the surgeons themselres, recorered. He, 
however, remained lame ever after in the left leg, with a perpetual 
and sometimes excruciating pain, ufaich ultimately occasioned his 
death. « 

His inclination to the service was not, however, in any degree 
dimiuishedHby this accident. To a service so peculiarly and neees* 
sarUy fraught with peril, no one, indeed, should offer lumieif, 
but with the voluntary and complete devotion of his person. In 
the year 1748, on the peace with Frawce and Spain being accom- 
plished, Captain Palliser was appointed to the Sheerness frigate^ 
and ordered to proceed to the East Indies to infom Admiral Bos- 
caweu of jthat event, which service being performed, he was, in 
I 75 O 3 commissioned to the Yarmouth guaid-ship, in which lie did 
not long remain, for in consequence of. certain schemes projected 
by the disaffected Scotch with the Court of France, for returning 
to Scotland with a view of exciting fresh disturbances there, he was 
Ordered in the Seahorse^ a ^0-gun ship, to cruise off the coast of 
Scotland to intercept them, should the attempt be made. The 
natural ill-will excited against him there by the baffling service he 
was sent upon, ^vented itself in many coutrivanccs by the Ere- 
teller’s party to distress him and defeat his purpose, and among 
others the following : The captain, by his instructions, was em- 
powered to accept the services of all such men as voluntarily 
offered themselves, it being presumed the niobt likely ircans of 
keeping up a lo)al crew. For one of these volunteers they forged 
an indenture, and having claimed him as an apprentice, proceeded 
against the taptain in the Vice- Admiralty Court of Scotland, for 
entering him ; and refusing to discharge him,^ the firsh time that 
the captain went on shord, he was arresded by the Judge’s war* 
rant, and confined in the Tolbooth several days, until the Lords 
of Session interposing their authority, superseded the warrant, 
and released him. The master of the vessel who cquntenancad the 
forged l^nture, fled. 

He vm next appointed to the Bristol, of 50 guns, cofansiissioiiad 
a guard-iliip at Plymouth* Bnt on this station be did not ifftf 
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'Tha enorofchmeois af ike French on bfH^ sehkttieAti 

«»f VifCiaU^ b$d become so ibold eml determined, as. podonger to 
be;idewed.wilh indiiersfice.^ Disputes had prerlonsljr arisfm with * 
respebt to the limits of Acadia ; and while the adjustment of these 
didbrences was in agitation between the commissaries of the two 
Crowns at Paris, tho French were in order to eii|ro8B the whole 
of the fnr-trade of America,^ extending a chain of forts along the 
lakes Erie and Ontario, for the purpose of excluding ns from all 
compieroe with the Indian nations. These encroachments had been 
for manj years gradufiUy ventured, and on ihe part of the Engltsb 
connired at, from a consideration of the cOlts of war so far pre^ 
ponderating against the loSs of commercial profit, and other colo- 
nial difficulties. Thus enctfdraged, *the French afterwards carried 
on their progressire inrasion upon the territory of New York, 
and boldly, and atill without opposition, built the fort of Crown 
Point. In this manner, from year to year, they had added 4resk 
pass to trespass ; fruitless remonstranceb had been made, and at 
the period, to which the course of our biography has brought us, 
while the French Court were pretending to settle at home the just 
boundaries of their possessions in America, it was secretly coun- 
tenancing the forcible extension of them, by a usurpation of ours 
respecting which no question had been made. It was therefore re* 
solred by our gorernment, that an army should be immediately 
sent. to Virginia, to drive the French from their eiic^roachmenW on 
thAt province. Commodore Keppel was accordingly ordered to 
ptoceed thither, with two fifty gun ships and some frigates, and 
Captain Palliser, with the Seahorse and Nightingale, was appointed 
to convoy the transports. * 

To whatever may be attributed the subsequent differences between 
thesft two highly respectable officers, we are. inclined to think that 
a spirit of emulation (which although generally productfre of finch 
public good, is alwpys alloyed uy a certain portion of personal 
jealousy) on the^art of Gaptain Palliser, had some remote influ- 
ence in the production of them. 

The commodore had sailed in’Septeniber 1754 ; Captain Palliser 
in January 1755, aud avoidhig the usual tract, he ran southward a$ 
far as the Tropic. By this judicious course he effected the^appy 
result of pifbserTing his ships from the heavy gales found in tife 
joedisirjc, passage, and the, troops from sicfknpss. The couunodore, 
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^R^ luid PMeb^d-tbe plooe. of destination, Hampton, buta'Tory 
ahoft tiiee ^beloroV brought his ships in a state of great damage, 
and hi' ship’s -com^niesoxtrenielj sickly ; whereas Captain Palliscir, 
.on his arrival, prodnoed his ships in good condition, the troops in 
fpsod health, and the hospitals that had been provided by the com- 
'OHMlore, in the expectation that the men be brohght withbim 
tnoiltld be in a similar state of ill health with his own, he shewed 
4o be nnnccdBsary. Here was the service of the country highly 
promoted, and the thanks and eongratolation of the commodore 
M doubt paid him, as most justly due ; but it is scarcely to be 
onpposed that there was no sense of private mortification on one 
aide, and of proud superiority on the other. 

Captain Palliser proceeded immcdi^ely with the troops up the 
river Potomack to Alexandria, where the first Congress was held, 
consisting of the commanding general and commodore, and the 
governors of all his Majesty’s colonies ; and here the provincial 
troops of Virginia, under Captain Washington, afterwards so justly 
celebrated as a general and statesman, joined the King^s troops. 

The failure of this expedition is well known, and fairly attri* 
butable to the indiscretion of General Braddock, who, although 
possessed of undoubted courage, may be said to have sacrificed his 
life and the interests of his country to hiS personal haughtiness and 
obstinacy ; he was ably supported by the naval part of the expo* 
ditibn, but he < was not a man to be advised, and ruin was. the 
consequence. Captain Palliser returned in the Seahorse to 
England, and the commodore returned with him as a passenger.* 

Captain Palliser was in the same year appointed to command, the 
Eagle, of 60 guns ; and on the 30th May, in the following year, 
he, in company with the. Medway, cruising offUshant, fell in with 
a French East India ship, mounting 50 guns, to which they'gave 
chasf, and’ after a short but s|||rere action, captured her, having 
Allied fifty.one of her men, passed ninety-seven shot through both 
•ides of her, and brought down her mdin and imzen-raasts. The 
Eagldhad ten men killed, thirty-two wounded, and. twenty-on^ 
shot through her sides. 

From the Eagle, CJptain Palliser was, in the beginning of the 
year 1758, appointed to the Shrewsbury, of 74 guns; and' hi 
Joly, the same year, he was^detached by Lord Ansoii, with a 
i^ptadroa to watch tb^Frcnch fleet ui Brest Road. In t|^ ebariji 
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pf Ab’servic^ he Se]l in with a. fleet of cpastefs^ vate ceata^r^of 
two friga^tcs, the frigates he droye on shore at *Aie ontraftce of the 
Bay D’Hodiernes, and capAired some of the trading yessels# 

In 1759, the memorable expedition against Quebec was odm* 
plcted, and about the middle of February sailed for Cape Bitetd3l| 
under the command of Admirals Saunders and Holmes. To tfaii 
expedition Captain Palliser was attached, in the Shrewsbury, tb 
the squadron commanded by Admiral Saunders. Oil the 21st of 
April, they came in sight of Louisbourg, but could not enter thtb 
harbour, it being blocked up with ico. The squadron then bort 
away for Halifax, whence Rear-Admiral Du roll was despatched^ 
with a small squadron, to the river St. Lawrence, to intercept any 
supplies to the enemy. He mrriyed, * however, too late to prevent 
seventeen sail, laden with provisions, 8U>res, and recruits, under 
convoy of three frigates, from reaching Quebec. In the mean* 
while, Admiral Saunders having entered the harbour o( Louis* 
bourg, embarked eight thousand troopS, and proceeded up the 
river St. Lawrence, it having been previously surveyed by the 
immortal Cook, then serving obscurely in the squadron of Adnii- 
ral Saunders. On the 26th of June, the forces were disembarked 
upon the isle of Orlcaus, and a manifesto was immediately pubt 
Jished, promising protection to the peaceable inhabitants, and 
professing the competency of their power to quell all resistance. 
The ppposition of the enemy, however, was notjto be paralyeed 
by professions ; he was prepared at all points, and put the BrUbh 
commanders to the necessity of exerting all their talents, naval ant! 
military, to proceed with any chance of success. Nor were talents 
of the very iirst dcscriptioft wanting. Never did the thirst <i€ 
glory, or the dread of disgrace, operate more powerfully than in- the 
breast of Wolfe, and although in the course of this evcr-memorable 
siege he was driven by the difficulties that presented themselves to 
a state boislcriug on a desperation of success, he was d^tcr* 
mined to sacrifice every dhing to the iSast possible chance oC 
preventing an inglorious result to the enterprise. Being 
informed that a body of the* enemy was posted with, cannon 
at Point Levi, opposite dlie city of iQuebcc, ho detached 
four battalions, under Brigadier Moncktou, who passed the 
Tiv^ at nighty and in the monnng droye them from their posL 
AnotheLdc^chment took possession of thg western point of the 
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iiWd of OHcAd9> which in the hands of the enemy wbnU hare 
pretciited any sh*ip from lying at anchor within two milei of 
' Quebec. ' 

While erecting a battery on Point Levi) and rendering it 
efbctiTe against the city, the fleet was exposed to the utmost dan- 
Soon after landing the troops, a violent storm arose, and 
Ale wind blew with sneh impetuosity, that several of the trans* 
ports were driven foul of each other and disabled. Many of tbe 
large ships lost their anchors, and a number of boats and small 
craft foundered. The enemy, taking advantage of this distress 
and confosion, got ready seven fire-ships, which at midnight they 
sent down from Quebec among the transports,* but though skil- 
fully directed, their purpose was defekted, by the judgment of the 
admiral, and the courage and dexterity of the seamen, who boarded 
the fire-ships, and towed them a-ground, whore they burnt harm- 
less «to the water’s edge. A similar attempt was made, though of 
a moCe foiAiidable description, a month afterwards, and rendered 
abortive by (he like resolution and activity. 

Having made the hospital and stores secure on the island of 
Orleans, the forces crossed the north channel, and encamped on 
the Side of the river Montmorcnci. Many objections have been 
made to the general’s choice of situation by the Falls of Montmo* 
rend, which it is not now of importance to inquire into. On the 
I'Sth of July, the admiral, at his request, sent two ships of war, 
two armed sloops, and some transports with troops. In this 
little armament, the general himself reconnoitered the banks of ike 
river St. Lawrence, in search of a place most favorable for a 
descent, with a view to bring on a general engagement. But diffi- 
culties every where presented thcmscFrcs, and left him only the 
choice of them. 

After sdme trifling success anoint au Tremble, he returned to 
Moiitmorenci, where Brigadier Townshend had pfevented the 
erection of a battery on the opposite*’ side of Ihe river, which 
n^ottld have commanded the British camp. The general here 
resolved to attack them, and first to reduce a redoubt close to tbe 
waters edge, preparations for which were accoi'dingly made. 

On the 31st of July, part of Brigadier Monckton^s br^de Vrax 
dnbarked in t^e bdnts df the fleet* at Pdlnt Ihnbrv 

gades of Townshend imd Murray were in readiness to paijlhe foul 
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whence |)ioiild 1^ and the a^niiral^tM 

Centurion in the channel to check tbe^firo of* the 
whiqh cpminaDded the ford; a numeroiu tram of artilU|gL.iEai • 
placed upon the eminence, to batter and* enfilade the left 'of tlm 
enemy’s entrenchment, and two flat-bottomed armed yessels were 
run a-ground to favor the descent of the forces. 

By this judicious arrangement, and a well-diredted fire from, the 
Centurion, the enemy was confused, and the geneaal resolved to 
.avail himself of their confusion to storm his entrenchment, 
.oudered that the three brigadiers should put. their troops in mtion 
at a certain signal ; but the best arranged plan is liable to accident^ 
several of the boats from Point Levi ran a-ground^ dispi^der 
.ensued, time was*kost, and the march of Brigadier TownslmdL’s 
corps, then in motion, was ordered ip be stopped. The boats 
were after a whik floated, and advanced through a heavy .£re .of 
shot and shells, the General iif person sounding the shore, and 
pointing out the most eligible place for disembarkation. Thirteen 
companies of grenadiers, and two hundred men of the second 
American ^battalion were first landed. They were ordered to form 
in four distinct bodies, and await the support of the other troops* 

The better part of valour is discretion.’^— The ardour of. the 
troops w'as such, that before Monckton had landed, and,R^|li}e 
Townshend was on liis march at a considerable distance, the gre- 
nadiers, without even waiting to be drawn up in any regular forpi, 
rushed impetuously and in disorder towards the enemy’s, entr^ch- 
ments. The first fire they received did such execution among them, 
that they were compelled to shelter themselves under the redoubt 
which the enemy had left. * There they remained, unable to.fQim^ 
notwithstanding the endeavours of their officers, many of whom 
, lost their lives in the attempt. 

The General, seeing their exertions useless, . ordered them to 
retreat behind Monckton’s brigade, which had now landed, and 
^was drawn up in or jer oq the beach. They accordingly retired^in 
confusion, leaving numbers on the field to the barbarity«of ^the 
Indians, w*ho massacred the living, and scalped the dead,' evew in 
sight of their indignant con^anions.* « 

* The following anecdote iS*so remafkabie. and tends so much to the honour of 
the Mtiili soldiery, that we insert it without fttr of the reader’s diiappr^tioa : 
''Captain Ochtadony and' Ensign Peyton belonged to the regiinentof Brtgadfer* 

naW Citron, Vol.XXXlX. ' q 
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*‘^BffblM '€oiisidpratioiis now induced the gipepl to cet^to the 
4SSkf tide of the rfrer Moutmorend^ and the admiral accordi^i/ 

^ 

t^neraJ Moiickto'n. They Were nearfy of an age> which did not exceed t1iirty>r 
iibesfirstwaa a North Briton, the other a native of Ireland, Both were agreed- 
able in person and unblemished in character, aiifl connected together by the tiea 
of mutual friendship and esteem. On the day that preceded th'ediitlle, Caplaiw 
t^btcrlony had been obliged to fight a duel with a German olBcer ; in which, 
though he wounded and diaarmed his antagonist, yet he himself received a daih' 
^erouB hurt under the right arm : in consequence of which, his friends insisted 
an his remaining in camp, during the atlion of the next day ; but his spirit was 
CBO great to comply with 4his remonstrance. He declared it sliould never be said 
that a scratch, received in a private rencounter, had prevented him from doing 
dnt^ when his country required his service ; and he took the field with a fusil 
In’bishand, though he was hardly able to carry his arms. ^ In leading up his men 
totbe enemy’s entrencbmeiits, he wks shot (hri ugh the lungs with amuiket-ball^; 
eq accident which obliged him to part with his fusil, but he still continued ad- 
vancing, until by loss of blood 'he became too weak to proceed farther. About 
die same time, Mr. Peyton was lamed by a shot, which shrttered the small bone 
Of left leg. The soldiers in their refreat earnestly begged, whli tears in their 
ejres, that Captain Och ter lony^ would allow them to carry him and the Eniign off 
tbe field. But he was so bigotted to a severe point of honour that he would net 
quit the ground, though he desired they would take care of his, Ensign. Mr. 

' Peyton, with a generous disdain, rejected their good offices, declaring that he 
Woqld not leave liis Captain m sudi a sitnaiion ; and in a little time they ye* 
snaiped survivors on that part of the field. 

(^ptain Ochterlony sat down by his friend ; and as they expected nothing but 
ianiediate death, they took leave of each other. Yet they wore not altogether 
abandoned by the hope of being protected as prisoners ; for the Captain teeing 
^Prench ^ohlier yrilh two Indians approach, started up, and accosting them in the 
prepph Jaiigiiage,«which he spoke perfectly well, expressed his expectation, that 
they would treat bin and his companion as officers, prisoners, and geiiileraen. 
ffhatvo Indians seemed to be entirely under the conduct of (he Fmicriman, who 
^opiog up to Mr. Peyton as he sat on tbe ground, snatched his laced hat from hn 
and'robhedtlie Captain of his watch and money. This outrage was a sig- 
nal to the iiidiiins for murder and pillage. * One of them clubbing his firelock, 
■tftick at him behind with a view to knock him down ; but the blow missing his 
liaad, took place on his shoulder. At the same instant, tlie other iudian poured 
hie shot into the breast of this unfortunate young gentleman, who 'cried 
carfSi " Oh, Fvyton ! the villain has shot me." Nid: yet satiated with crnelty, the 
-vbv^arian sprung upon him, and stabbed him in the belly with hi|^8calpiug»fcnirc. 
The Captain having parted iqitb his fusil, had no weapon for his defence, os none 
ol fbe officers wore swords in the action. THe three ruffians, finding him still 
a&ve** endeavoured to strangle him with his own sash : and he was now upon his 
Juum, struggling agaiust them with surprising exertion. Mr. Peyton, at this 
juncture, having a double-barrelled musket in his hand, and seeing the dtiitess 
of hisfriend,^fired at one of the indiaiis, wlio*^dropped dead upon tbe spot The 
other,, thinking the Ensign would now be an easy prey, advanced towards him ; 
and Mr. Pey top, having taken ^ood aim at tbe distance of four yyudi, ctiiehe^d 
^ piece the Kcohd hot it leemed to liko 40 uffbot T^le Mvuge 
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ordefif iSie two ^re^els which were Ei^romid fo be^ietm 
Somwihhior operations were saccessfuU|!^rfoi«&ei} ; botthei 



fora, and wounded tbe Ensign in tlie shoulder ; then rushing upon bioi^ 
thrust his bayonet through his body.. He repeated tbe blow, which Mr. Peyton 
attempting to parry, received another wound in his left band ; nevertlieless, ho 
aeiaed the inditifs musket with the same hand, pulled him forwards, and with 
bis light drawing a dagger which hung by bis side, plunged it in the barbariao’e 
aide. A violent struggle ensued ; but at length Mr. Peyton was uppermost, tod 
with repeated strikes of bis dagger killed his antagonist outfight! Here be waa 
seiacd with an unaccountable emotion of, curiosity, to know whether or not hiS 
shot bad taken place on the body of ibe Indian ; be accordingly turned him upf 
gnd stripping off bis blanket, perce.-ved the ball had penetrated quite through the 
cavity of the breast. Having thua obtained a dear-bought victory, . he started op 
on one leg, and saw Captuin Ocbterfimy standing at the distance of sixty yarda^^ 
close by the enemy’s br<:08twoik,^itli the firench soldier attending him. Mr. 
Peyton then called aloud, ** Captain Ochterloiiy, 1 am glad to see you have at 
last got under protection. Beware of that villains who is more barbarous than the 
savages. God bless y^iu, iny dear Captain ! 1 see a party of Indians coniing tlijf 
way, and expect to be murdered immediately.** A number of those harbariu^ 
bad for some time been eiuplnyed on the left in scalping and pillaging*! lie dying 
and the dead that were left upon the field of battle, and about thirty of theQi 
were in fu]l^ march to destroy Mr. Peyton, This gentleman knew he had bo 
mercy to expect ; for should his life be spared forihe present, they would hayjp 
afterwards insisted upon sacrificing him to the manes of their bretliren, whom^e 
bad slain ; and in that case ho would have been put to deatli*by the montexcrubi- 
ating tortures. Full of tins idea, he snatched up bis muskei,and notwithstandhlg 
his broken lee, ran above lort^ Nards without halting ; feeling himself nowtotsfily 
disabled and incapable of proceeding one step farther, he loaded bis piece, and pfe* 
sented it to the two furemobt Indiuiis, who stood aloof, waiting to be joined by theic 
fellows , while the French from their breastworks kept up a continual fire of tian- 
non and small arms upon this poor, solitary, and nioimed, gentleman. Iiitlila 
tincumforcuble situation he stood, when he discerned at a distance aHigliland.Bffi- 
cer with a party of his men skirting the plain towards the field of battle. 
forthwith waved his hand in signal of distress; and being perceived by the offkkitg 
he detaclfed iluee of his men to lAs assistance. These brave fellows hastened to 
him through the midst of a terrible fire, and one of them bore him off npon^la 
shoulders. The Uigliiand Olficcr was Captain Macdonald, of Colonel Fraaiei^s 
batlSlion, who, undersuiicling that a young genlleman, his kinsman, bad dropjled 
on the field of battle, had put himself at the head of this party, with which be 
penetrated to^he middle of the field, drove a considerable number of the Prench 
and Indians before him, j^nd finding his relation still unscolped, carried hinr'dff 
,an triumph.^ Poor Chptain Oclilerluny was coavej^d to Quebec, where in a few 
days he died of his wounds. After the reduction of that place, tbe PKnich 
surgeons whe^ attrndud birn, declared, that in all probability he would bate 
recovered of ibe two shots be had received in his breast, hod he not beenloibr- 
tally wounded in the belly by tli^Indian’s scalping-knife. 

As this tery remarkable sgene was acted in sight of both armies. General 
Tpwnshend in. the sequel, expostulated with tbe French officers upon the ibhu- 
■mfty of keeping up Hucb it fcypre fiit against two wounded gentlemen who 
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of ||te.ifptieral was^uiuch burl by ilic failure ftl^ tboFallf 
mui^da,, and be ^as seised with fever and dyaen^ry, the MMe* 

' qoeiioi;.t>f bit extreme vcxatioo. It wot now resolved to break mp 
the camp at Monlmorcnci^ and the troops were reembarked^ akd 
landed at Point Levi. 

Wecome next to the final and most arduous enterprise^ the ascend** 
iiy; the Heights of Abrahamj a plan of attack^ the execution of which 
could only have been conceived by the spirit of desperation. A 
rapid stream — a shelving shore — the bank of the river lined with 
Sentinels— and if the landing, against all human probability, were 
effected— heights craggy, and of almost perpendicular ascent, were 
such obstacles as men in a slate of cool consideration would have 
declared insuperable. In whose mind ^he scheme originated does ' 
not appear, or whether the other commanders partook of the 
general's despondency ; he had desired a consultation, which was 
held, .but. the measures then suggested were deemed impracticable ; 
theGeneral had been bcard^ to say that he would never return home 
unsncccssful, and this resolution may account for his afterwards 
adopting, without hesitation, although aware of its difficulties, a 
plan which could not disgrace him in its failure, and must astonish if 
successful. 

As a previous measure, Admiral Holmes moved with his 
squadrqn about three leagues farther up the river than (he place 
destined for disembarkation, in order to amuse M. dc Bougainville, 
who had been detached with 1,500 men to watch the motions of 
the squadron. 

On the 12th September, an hour after midnight, the firstembarka- 
lion was made, consisting of four regiments, the light Infantry com* 
maitdcd by Colonel llowe, a detachment of Highlanders, and the 
American grenadiers, commanded by the Brigadiers Monckton and 
Murray, accompanied by the General. They fell down with Bie 
tide, the boats gliding gently along, but owing to the Capidity of 
tlic tide, and (he darknesf of the night, they overshot the intended • 
place of disembarkation.* The second embarkation was snper*^ 

disabled, and destitute of ail hope of escaping. They answered that the 
him was not made by the regulars, but by the Camadians and savages whom it wsii' 
not ilk the power of discipline to restrain, 

* How far the success of this attempt depended upon accident, may bo ion* 
aeWed from the loUowmg panicalars:<^ln iha twilight, two Virnek deimdii' 
were carried on board a ship of war, commanded by Captain Smith, and lying at 
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iAtendcd^lif Briga^^sr Townshend, and both JisBiiig oompl^lU^ 
effected) the heights leere ascended, thebattle SO generally hwsBy 
and eTeF-memorable) was fovght, the general n^s klUed, eAd the * 
Tictory won. 

On the 17 th, the Admirals Saunders, Durell, and Holmes 
sailed with an the ships of war to attack the lower town, but 
before any battery could be finished, the town capitulated, and 
Captain Paliiser, with a body of seamen, took possession of it, 

anchor near (he north shore, fiity told Mm thnt the garrison of Quebte expected 
that night to receive a convoy of provisions, sent down the river hi boats from' 
the detachment above, commanded by AX dc Bougainvillt These desertera 
standing upon deck, and perceiving the English be ats with the troops gliding 
down the river in tlae d irk, began to shout and raal e a noise, deetdring they 
were a part of the expected coni^^ Captain Smith, who was ignorant of gene* 
ral Woll's design, believing liieir affirmation, had actually given orders to point 
the guns at the British troops ; when the General, perceiving a commotion on 
board, rowed along llde in person anj)! prevented the discharge, wnich would 
havealarmed the town and entirely frustrated the attempt. . • 

The French had posted sentries along shores 4o challenge boats and vessels, 
and give (he alarm occasionall^y Tlie nrsi boit thil contained the Engl sli troops 
being questioned accordingly, a Captain oi Fraxer's regiment who I ad served in 
Holland, and who » iS perfectly well acquainted with the French language and 
customs, answered without hesitation to fut vit, which is tlteir rballenging word, 
la France nor was he at a loss to ansver the siroiid question, winch was much 
more particular and diflicult-~ When the ct ntind demanded a quel it^imcnt ^ To 
what regiment f he Captain replied, dt la Heine , which be knew accident 
to be one of those that coraposei the body commanded by Bougainville, Ihe 
soldier took it for granted this was the expected convoy, aud saving paste, al- 
lowed ell the boats to proceed without farther question In die same maimer the 
other sentries were deceived , though one, more wary th iii the rest, came run- 
ning down to the water's edge, and called ** Pourquoi lA ce que vaut ne parlez 
plus haut ” ** Why don t you speak with an audible voice i o this interroga- 
tion, which implied doubt, the ^aptain answered with admirable presence of 
mind, m a soft tone of voice, ** 1 at toi^ nous seiort entendres" ** Hush' we 
shall be overheard and discos cred. * Ihus cautioned, the sentry retired without 
farther ailcreatioii Ibe Milshipman wlio piloted the first boat passing by ihw 
landing place in the dark, the same Captain who knew it from his having been 
posted formerly with his company on the other side of the riverf insisted upon 
the pilot's beRg mistaken, and commanded the rowers to put e-shore in the pro* 
per place, or sery qear iT • 

* When General Wolfe landed and saw the difficulty of ascending the prccip ce, 
bp said to the^same officer iii a familiar strain, •* I don't be lit ve there is any pos- 
sibility of getting up but you must do your endeavour." Ihe narrow path that 
slanted up the hill from the lantUug-ploce the enemy had brokeu up, ond ran-, 
dered impassable by cross ditches, besides the entrenchments at the top, m eeerj 
other part, the hiU was so steep and dangeious, that the soldiers were obliged tp 
pull tbemielTes up by the roots aud boughs of ireea growiagoaboth tides of the 
path. 4 
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srt fftmc time that the laiij^ forces took possesiSOO of Qhe^'oft 
side. 

In ihe following year Captain P^jfliser, still attadied to the 
fleet of Admiral Saunders, was def ached in pursuit of a Aiialf 
French squadron' which had slipped out from Toulon, to make a 
fiaisc shew of iibert)^ to the Turks. The captain cha^ them into 
the Turkish ports, and could hare destroyed the whole, but 
respecting the neutrality of the Grand Signior, he merely enabled 
the British ambassador to expose the fallacy of the representation 
which the French intended to make. 

‘His services were, in 1762, required for the recapture of 
St. John's, Newfoundland, and three ships of thf line and a frigate 
vrere assigned him for that purpose; l/ut he found the recapture 
already effected by Lord Celville and Colonel Amherst. On the 
accession of Peace, he was ordered, in the character of governor 
and commodore, to protect the Fishery agAist the French, 
whose dispoMtion to encrdachment still existed. On his arrival, 
he found a French commodore, with a force similar to his own, 
under a pretext of regulation, infringing all rule, and the British 
commodore was obliged to warn him in the most positive terms 
before he could induce him to quit the coast. 

In 1770, he was appointed comptroller of the navy, and elected 
an elder brother of the Trinity House. In 1773, he was created a 
Baronet. In 17^4, chosen member for Scarborough, and in 1775, 
promoted to be a flag-officer. This latter promotion necessarily 
deprived him of his comptrollership, and he was appointed one of 
the Lords of the Admiralty, in the place of the Earl of Bristol. His 
friend Sir Charles Saunders died in the' same year, and left him a 
legacy of 5,000/. and he succeeded him as lieutenant-general of 
marines. On the 29th of January, 1778, he was advanced to the 
tgiik of vicesadmiral of the blue. 

Thus did riches and honours flow in upon him, but phrasing and' 
powerful as they are, they cannot insure ns from vcb[ation, and are 
indeed not unfrcquently the cause of it. The revolt of the Ame- 
rican colonies in 1775, had drawn on them the consequent resent- 
nffent of the Mother country, who conftding in her power to eWs^ 
tise her rebclliptis children, without considering with sufficient 
earnestness the sud tbey might obtain from her envious ncighbonrs, 
bad ventnrod impositions wbich she soon found herself unable 4o 
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eafom 9 71ie contest had bean maiotalned thm years, 

French Court, seeing the possibility of extracting one oythe 
brightest jewels from the Botiih Crown,* manifested its in^tion , 
of doiog it, and among other ostensible* preparations, those at. 
Brest were rendered especially noticeable by a professed purpose 
of inTasiop being annexed to them. 

, At this time Admiral Keppcl was on the Continent, and although 
men of opposite party inclinations, the Admiral gnd Sir Hugh 

were in habits of correspondence. The necessity of a fleet to 

. 

oppose that preparing at Prest was evident, and the command of, 
it was solicited by Sir Hugh for Admiral Kcppel, himself being 
appointed third in command. 

The French had as yet qpmmittedno other direct act of aggres- 
sion, than that of leagueing with the rcvolte;f) colonies. On the 
13th of June, the admiral sailed from St. Helen’s, with a discre- 
tionary power of ^ting according to circumstances. The French 
were, however, not long without givipg him ample warrant ^or 
attack. On the 17th of the same month two French frigates, the 
Licorne and the Belle Poule, were observed in earnest observation 
of the British fleet. Having refused to bring-to, an order for 
chase was given, and towards evening the Licorne was overtaken 
by several ships of the fleet, with which she consented to sail 
during the nighty but attempting to get off in the morning, a shot 

was fired across her way, upon which she fired a whole broadside 
• • 
into the American line-of-battlc ship, which happened to be nearest 

to her, and that' at the very moment that Lord Longford, the 

commander, was in friendly converse with the French captain. The 

British captain did no more than order her, immediately after the 

broadside (she having struck her colours), under the stern of 

Aibniral Keppcl’s ship the Victory. The information obtained 

from the papers on board the Licorne, induced th^ admiral to. 

return to j^ort for a reinforcement, and in the middle of July, he 

, again sailed, with an adiytion of ten ships of the line. 

The French fleet, consisting of thirty-two ships of the linei 

commandcA by Count D’QrvilJiers, sailed from Brest, and general, 

letters of reprisal were issued by the court of France. On th^. 

^3d of July, in the aftejmoon, the two fleets came in sight of ejach^ 

other, and the signal was made bj the British admiral for forming^ 

the line; but the ships being much dispersed, it was night befqv^ 
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could all take their stations^^aud boforf the norniHg the 
entity gpt the weather.gage, which with the reluctance of the 
fre^h admiral* to engage, occasiened a chase of four days 
duration to the British commander, before he could blNog the 
enemy to action. 

In the morning of the d7th, a slight variation of therwind in fhvour 
of tBe British, *at length brdught the two fleets to an actionable dis- 
tance, but adark squall suddenly coming on, upon the clearing of 
the weather half an hour after, the enemy was seen to leeward, and 
Bo near the leading ships in the van of the British fleet, commanded 
by Sir Robert Harland, as to begin to cannonade them. The 
action was now continued for two hours, the fleets passing on 
contrary tacks, and in opposite directions. When they had 
cleared each other, the British admiral wore his ship to return 
npon the enemy, and threw out a signal for the rest of the fleet to 
form the line, but observing sonte of his ship||, disabled, fallen to 
leeward, and in danger of being cut off, he was in the first place 
obliged to look to their safety. By the time this was eflected, and 
the damages sustained hy the ships of the rear division under Sir 
Hugh, which ha^ last out of the action, were repaired, the 
day was too far spent, and left them nothing but a hope that the 
French wotild renew the fight the next day. They manifested* an 
intention of doing so, but in the night steered away for the coast 
of France. The following is the official account of the action 

SIR, VU’tori/, at Sea^ Jult, 30, 1778. 

My lettjirs of the 23rl and 34th instant, by the Peggy and Union cutters, 
acquainted you, for their Lordships’ information, that 1 was in pursuit, 
with the King’s fleet under my command, of a numerous fleet of French 
ships of war. 

From that time till the 37tli, the winds constiintly in the S.W. and N.W. 
quarters, sometimes blowing strong, and the French fleet always to Wind- 
ward going aff, 1 made use of every method to close in with them that was 
possible, keeping the King’s ships, at the same time, colleqfied, as much 
as the nature of a pursuit ^nuld admit of, and which became necessary 
from the cautious manner the French proceeded in, nnd the disiucliaaCioii' 
tliat appeared in them to allow of my bringing the King’s ships close up to 
a regular engagement : this left but Jitlle other chance of getting in with 
them, than by seizing the opportunity tl^Rt oflered, the morning of the 
27th, by the wind’s admitting of the van of the King*8 fleet under my com* 
mand, leading op with, and closing with, their centre and rear. 

The French began firing upon thw headmost of Vice-admiral Sir Bobevt 
liarland's division, and ibo sbipi with him, as they led up^ which cannofi^ 
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Udc the lending ships nyd the vice-admiral soon returned^ as did every t|bi{i 
that could close up : the chase had ocbasiOned their being extended ; 
theless they were nil soon in , f 

The4leets, being upon diflerent tneks, passej each other very close ^ thb 
)t>hject of the French seemed to he the disabling of the King’s ships in their 
masts and sails, in whicli they so far sncceceded as to prevent many of the 
ships uf my fl^t being able to follow me ivbeii I wore to stand after thb 
French fleet ; this obliged me to wear again to join tliose ships, and thereby 
allowed of the French forming their (leot again, and ranging it in a line to 
leeward of the King’s fleet towards the close of the day ; ^hich I did not 
discourage, but allowed of their doing.it without firing upon them, thinking 
they meant handsomely to try their force with ulijhc nekt morning; but 
they had been so beaten in the day, that they look the advantage of tho 
night to go oiF. 

The wind and weather being sncli that they Coitld reach their own shores 
1bf?foi*e there was any chance the King’s fleet getting up with them, ill 
the state the ships were in in their masts^ yards, and sails, left me no 
choice of what was jiropcr and advisable to do. 

The spirited conc^t of V^ice-adiitiral Sir Robert Harland, Vice-admiral 
Sir Hugh Palliscr, and the caprains of the fleet, supported by ihbir’ulificcrs 
and men, deserves much couiinciulntiuiu 

A list of {he killed and \u)i!ii(lrd is herewith inclosed. 

I send Captain Faulkeiicr, captain of the Victory, with this neebunt to 
Iheir Lordships, and am, Sir, your most ohcdie|it, , 

And very humble servant, 


Philip Statens f Psq. Sccielarp to the Admiruliy, 




Tills action, al (hough imlccisivc aiul inglorious, enabled the 
homeward merchantmen to arrive safe in port. But the expetta^ 
tions of the public w'crc disappointed, ami the strictiirels of party 
attributing the failure respec tively to the coinniandcr-in-chief and 
to the Sir Hugh l^illiser- tho'?e two gentlemen were soon involved 
in a course of mutual recriininatiun» 

Sir Hugh called upon the admiral to contradict certain aspersions 
lending to charge him with disobedience of orders; Ihe admiral 
refused to cioiiiply. .Sir Hugh then defended himself by a statement 
•*in one of the morning papers, of the particulars of the action, m 
which he brought the admiral’s conduct into question. On the 
36 th of November, being the lirst day of the Sessions, the subject 
was warmly debated in the 1 louse of Lords, and still more sd sub- 
sequently in the House of Commons, in which debate both ^he 
admiral and the vice-admiral spdke personally, when the latter 

Batj. Cf)rou VoLXXXlX.*. 
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dedBared, That .finding he, could ndC oMaiiir justice by^aiiy p(si'« 
sonSt application, And that no public motives could induce thd 
admiral to bring* forward any charge* against him, which might 
afford an opportunity for the vindication of his character, he had 
been driven by necessity (not having a right to demand a trial on 
himsdf) in order to repair the injury clone to his hctnoiir, to lay 
several articles of accusation against Admiral Kcppcl, tending to 
shevr, as he #ould hereafter demonstrate, that the failure of sue- 
cess oh the 27th of July, v^ith Mie subse(|uent consequences, and 
disappointment to the nation, were owing to the misconduct and 
fault of that commander.” 

Directions were accordingly given by the Bojird of Admiralty, 
and on the 7th of January tlie trial Commenced at Portsmouth, 
and closed on the 11th oftthe following month. The conimahder- 
in -chief was not only acquitted, but the charges against him were 
declarjcd .malicious anej ill-founded, and much tumultuous exulta* 
tion succeeded. Sir Hugh afterwards obtainctl a court martial on 
himself, and an acquittal, but not without a slight censure, the 
court were of o[>inion, that his conduct and behaviour oh (hose 
days were in mar.y rc.spccts highly exemplary and meritorious ; at 
the same time, cannot help thinking it w'as incumbent upon him to 
have made known to his commandcr-in-chief the disabled state of 
the Formidable, which he might have done by the Fox, at the time 
she joined him,, or by other means. Notwithstanding his omission 
in that particnlar, the com tare of opinion he is not, in any other 
respect, chargeable with misconduct or misbehaviour on the days 
slf)ovc mentioned ; and therefore they acquit him, and be is hereby 
acquitted accordingly.” 

In a speech delivered by Sir Hugh in the House of Commons, 
on the 4th December, 1780, he thus farther defends himself 

The event of my trial coii6rincd me in tlie expectation with which I 
had before consoled my self. My judges proved superior to tlfe iiifiueiicc of 
party and the dread of uiiiilctiicd unpopiiIarit»y, discharged their office witti 
a detepuined impartiality, and die result was n sentence, whioli I shall 
ever think most honourable to rue. In the introductory part of it my judgea 
declared, that my conduct ami behaviour were, in many respects, iiighly 
i^xemplary and meritorious. Tliough, tuo^ the court had scrutinized iq|o 
every part of my conduct with an almost unexampled strictness, the omy 
omission which could he suggested was. that [ did not inform the coro- 
auaiider-iu-chief of the disabled state of the Formidable: but so far was the 
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court from imputing this to a blameahle cause, or f(pm attributing Aha 
least ill consequence to ir, that they stateA it in dubious anc} relu^nant 
terms, simply pointing it out as a matter of (ipinion ; jind having so^one, 
they concluded vvith an absolute acquittal. Indeed, had I conceived that 
there was a probability of imputing such an omission to me, I should have 
been more full in my explanation on this head* 1 did take notice that the 
signal of distress, in the fighting instructions, was not applicable, and ihac 
the condition of the Formidable was so apparent, as to mgiike any inrilhina* 
tioii from MU' unnecessary, I also noticed, that I had no frigate by which 
1 could send information ; the Milford, wliich' was the only frigate in my 
division, having been taken from ine^ by Mr. Keppel, early in the after- 
noon. liut I might have advanced several steps further to obviate the idea, 
of oinissinii. Till the Fox reached me between seven and eight at night, 
Mr. Keppel’s own conduct did not leave me the least room to sdppose him 
ignorant of the Formidablo^s iiinhiiity to reach the length of my station in 
the line, for he not only dicKint inakc*any enforcing signal to signify his 
ekpectation cf seeing my division in the line,^rill thirteen minutes after six, 
when the signal for coming into his wake was hoisted a second time; but 
also, on putting out^hc pendants of several sliips of my division at half an 
hour after six, he <lid not think fit to make my pendant one of the number ; 
whence I concluded that he knew my condtiion, and therefore did not 
expect me. In respect to afterwards sending inforinutiun by the Fox, if I 
had thougirt*it necessary I had not the opportunity, the Fox having sepe- 
rated from me bclbre I couhl finish v\hat I had begun to say to her captain. 
What other means I could have deviled to« send ftn explanation to 
Mr. Keppel, time enough to answer my purpose, I am still to learn ; but 
all this is not of iinpoitaiice to me ; the terms in which the omission is 
stated, with the acquittal which follows, sufficiently protect my character, 
being repugnaril to the most remote idea of criminal imputation. 

•*. Since my trial, I have patient ly waited for the subsWing of the public 
prejudices; and, so far as regards iny exculpation from the charges for my 
conduct on the day of engagement, 1 have reason to believe, that the pro- 
ceedings on my own trial liave opened the eyes of iiigny, who, before they 
knew what was my defence, ha^ hceii seduced into an injurious opinion of 
me; and, I trust, that the more rhonxiglily the grounds on which my judges 
acted are examined and underaoud, the more cetnvir^cing the proofs of iny 
innT^ence will appear. 

** But still some unfavourable impressions continue to npyale against 
me, on accoj^nt of my accusation of Mr. Keppel ; and for this 1 have been 
blamed, even by siime persons of great respect^ wha were far from being 
.indisposed to formlin impariilhl judgment, if they were furnished with tha 
necessary materials. • 

’** In this part of the case iny ill fortune exposes me to the most embar- 
rassing disadvantages. On the one hand, there is a sentence acquitting 
Ailmiral Keppel, and declaring my charges malicious and ill-founded : but, 
on the other liand, the manifer in which 1 was urged and driven to become 
an accuser, and the grounds on which J could have sustained ray charges^ 
aie not only ill understood, but, in truth, have never yet been ex^lainee^ 
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byunyfieir. The pepper time for discii|||iig this miitter was •. when Mr. 
KeWd w!)^s on his trinl, hut llien the opportunity was denied me. The 
, trial^eing dosed, ^nd a judgment of acquittal irrevocably pronounced, it 
might seem invidious and unbecoming on niy part to publish to the worldh 
what I should have otfered in support of xny charges: such a measure I 
have therefore declined hitherto, nor will 1 be ever induced to adopt it by 
any thing less than its being uutliorttatively called for, or th^ most apparent 
impossibility of otherwise resisting thg iitteinpts to complete my ruin : but 
then the dittlculty is, how to i^void such an extremity without surrendering 
myself a quiet^ictim to the persecuting S])int of my enemies. The leaders 
of them have continually been loading my name with reproaches; and 
though some of them on many accounts ha\e a title to much respect, yet 
even chose so far forget all manliness of character, as to assail me with the 
most embittered eloquence in this House, when it was known tiint 1 could 
not be present to defend mysclt : now too that 1 am |>'‘escnt, they know the 
advantage they derive from rny being unciHiuwed with qualifications for a 
popular assembly, and thence they aie cncouriiged to recommence tlieir 
attacks, though surely they cannot imagine tli.it 1 shall sit still w ithout at 
least endeavouring to gi\e a cheek to any uspLision aiined at me personally ; 
unddlr*these circumstances, should 1 cunt inuu -^acquiescing in these public 
attacks of luy character; without any attempt to repel tlN^m, mure espe- 
dully at this time, when I am threatened with new eifarts to keep me 
of the service of my country, I should cstahlisli the credit of the mlsrepre- 
•cntacions by which 1 deem m) self so highly injured ; ^ 0 lue explunaiion on 
sny part is, therefore, immediately requislic, to disappoint my enemies of 
the final Hccuniplishmciit of their designs. 

It is not, however, rny intention to revive the consideration of the 
past transaciiuns relative to Admiral Kcppcl and m)sclf, further ihs^n he 
and his friends shall cumpei me by their husiilitics. 1 am well convinced 
2iot only that very ill consequences iiave alread y aiiscn to tl^ public service 
from the contest between that gentleman and me, hut that new mischiefs 
will he geiieruicd ii'lhe subject is resumed ; under tins imprtbaion 1 think 
it incuinhent on me to make great sucnlices iSf my own private feelings, 
rather than admirnsier (he least pretence ('>r any further disrussiuii of the 
grievances of wliich the honnotahle admiral and I respeciivcly complain : 
therefore on the piCsent orcasiuu 1 shall avoid speaking to many points in 
which my ciiaractcr is interesled, and 1 shall kee)i withm inucii narrc.wcr 
limits than 1 sliould prcscrihc to myself, if I mined at liie full defence of 
^ny conduct tuwanU the honuurahle admiral who is opposed ip me. 

The friends of the honourable admiral, m thu<r invectives against me, 
seem to place their chief reliance on tlie st iitencc pronfiunced by hiscourS- 
inartiaii; [ mean that part of ih^e seutenco which declares iny charges ma* 
]icious ^nd ilb founded. This is the liitter spring from which my enemies 
draw poison to iiripregnale tlieir licentious ih cUimations. 

If the adn^jral's friends weic coiiiciit with appealing to this sentences 
a testimony of his innocence, 1, on luy part, Vor the sake of public trim* * 
quillity, would forbear all conipluinb and ohjeclions : but when the ndmirai 
0r bis friends, aiming at a further persecution of me, apply that aeiuence 
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to (ix Iipoft me the stigma of a false and inaliciows accuser, I ca>not 
acquiesce : the injury is too rfoss to be patiently submitted to; as ?Jlcli I 
feel, and will resist it. ^ • « 

" “ It has been urged against me. that I was,too late in my accusation ; 

and tfiat, if 1 bad thought the hunuurnble .ndmiral guilty of misconduct, E 
ought to have avowed my sentiments immediately, and without waiting till 
lie accused met 1 answer thus: from the iieginning, the conduct of tlie 
admiral was not adc(|unte to my expectations. I thoiighi that the engage- 
ment of the 27lh of July «as injudiciously conducted ; that iIk? manner of 
carrying us into actiuii was disorderly ; that there was loo iiineh neglect of 
inauccuvrcs, too much contempt of 4,he enemy, too much confidence at 
first, too much awe of the enemy, too much distance from them, and too 
much diffidence of ourselves afterwards. But my friendshif) a»d esteem 
for the admiral, his previous services to his country, his high name in the 
world; these movcd*me to a favourable construction : and ilius influenced, 

1 imputed the miscarriage of tTic day to error of judgment, to ill hcalih, to 
ill advice, to ill fortune, to every thing dcvqid of that evident and positive 
criminality which might force me to undertake the painful office of 
accusing one whom 1 then deemed my friend. As there was not room for 
praise, I did not bestow i^”'; and as I then conceived that tli<? adffiirars 
failures might not he wilful, 1 both avoideef public accusation, and most 
rigidly^bstained from secret deti action : but new lights and new occurren- 
ces presented to my mind a very diflferent view of the adinirars conduct. 
When the discontents incien»ed thiough the nation, in consequence of the 
roficctioii that a supeiior fleet of England had, fora time, declined conti- 
tiuing to engage an inferior one of Fiance, and permitted it to return into 
port in the middle of suininer, uiipuisued, the olliccrs, relations, iVicnds, 
and dependants, of the hououn.ble admiial, ihouglitfii to account fur this 
uew phenomenon, at the expense of iny reputation ; and, for that purpose, 
somb of ihcti publ^liod to the world, that my defaufts had prevented a 
second engagement. Being thus injuriously attacked, 1 both personally 
and Jiiy Iciicr solicited the honourable admiral to give a ciieck to such 
aspersions : but he refused to do tlii'< justice to my charactLr ; and on con- 
versing with him and hia first wptain, 1 found that they nut only counte- 
nanced the slanders ngiHiii'it me, but added to their nnniber, by refusing to 
acknowledge, cither that on coming out of the action [ instantly vyore to 
relbrr to the enemy, or that they had even once seen me on the proper 
tack for that purpose. This chpUnuiiou from the honourabb admiral and 
his first cn|)4ain, excited both astonishment and suspicion 1 was amazed 
at their denial of such«incontrovcrtihle facts, gnd at the admlrars adopting 
•*a language so inconsistent wTth the high commendation of me in his public 
letter; and 1 then saw that there was a plot concerted to destroy tny cha- 
racter without 11 tiiul, and so to make me chargeable for the admirars 
failures. My ft^elings on the /iccasioii were ihc stiongcr, because I was 
Miscious that the chief pint of the haiiic had fallen to liie share of me and 
my division ; that 1 had set* an example of forw'ardness to pursue our blow, 
by instantly returning upon (he enemy, and continuing to stand towards 
them again ; that though the last out of thp engagement, I was advancing 
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to be the first in the /encwRl of it ; unH tliKt I shouid^hture had that honour^ < 
if th^dmiral had not dccliiu’d rmewing the action, and taken his fleet in a 
^ direction from the eyeing. Under these circumstances, it was natural that 
1 should scrutinize tiie admiraPs conduct more rigidly, and no longer see it 
with the partial eyes of a friend ; and on such a view of the unhappy mis* 
carriage, I, at length, imputed to real neglect, what I before had ascribed 
to causes which might he pardoned, more especially in consideraiion of 
former services, mal such as at first did not seem to me to preclude tlie 
hopes of better management, in case of again nneetirig ilie enemy. Indeed, 
if in Mr. Keppel's place there had been a man indiflfereiit to me, one of 
whom I had nut before formed a very 4iigh opinion, it is probable that my 
mind would have shaped a different course : probably my first judgment of 
the matter might have been the same harsh one as is conveyed by the 
charges against the arlmirnl. Rui what npologv can he nuike fi>r the late- 
ness of his accusation ; lie who had the charge of the flo'Jt and the command 
in chief ; he in whom the nation leposed its*l‘ijnl]detice, not only for tlie 
discharge of his own duty, but, to see that those under iiiiTi completely per- 
formed what ihey owed to the state ? What apology can tie make, for first 
praising me by a public letter, and in e«;nal degree with ?sir Robert IIur(nnd» 
and afterwards accusing me for the '‘ame afl’an ? Shall he be at bbciiy to 
retract bis ajjplaiise, and to Substitute acMisaiiori for it ? Shall he be 
allowed to say that hi,*^ heart dictated censure, whilst hi- pen wrote praise? 
y\nd shall mere silence restrain me from accusation, or be iinputcd to me 
as insincciiiy and iMcorij.isrericv ? 

“ As to the state ''d tlie proofs on (be two tiials, 1 purposely avoid all 
comparison, because that would be cuteiing into the merits of tliein, which 
I think would at this tiaic be improper.” 

Sir Hugh successively resigned his place at the Admiralty Boards 
his licutcaanUgencralsIiip of marines, his government of Scarhp- 
rough Castle, and vacated his seat in the House of Commons. 

Such were the vexations which terminated this brave ofliper's 
career of active service ; we say brave, for his courage has never 
been impeached* It is affirmed by Chaniock, that he died admiral 
of the vvhite, governor of Scarborough Castle, one of the elder 
brethren of the Trinity-House, &r. at his country scat, flie 
Vache, in Buckinghamshire, on the J 9th of March, 1796, aged 
scventy.four, in consequence of a disorder induced by /he wounds 
received on board the Sutherland, in 1747, as fficnlioiied in the • 
former ‘part of this narrative.* The title descended to his great 
nephew, iiiigh Palliser M alters, Ksq. and lie left considerable sums 
for charitable purposes, with many legacies ; but the bulk of his 
fortune, real and personal, he willed fo-his n^tu^al son, George 
Palliscr, Ksq. A suitable monwnent is erected to his ipemory in 

• bee piig|jE 91, 



THE LATE 31ft IIUQH TALLISEE, EAUt. Ill 

the pErifAi church Qf St. Giles, in the couiityvf Buciks, where 
his remains are interred. * 

An anonymous writer,* who certainly was no rclatire or 
interested person, from his having much mis-stated the manner in 
which he received his fatal hurt, gives the following character 
of him * 

As a professional man,^ he was found superior to most of his cotem* 
porsiries in maritime skill, judicious in his dispositions^ and decisive in their 
consequent operations; in private hfe, conciliating in his manners and 
unshaken in his friendships ; the wibc and salutary laws which he caused 
to be enacted for the heneiit of Ins country, and the comfort and happiness 
of the pour fishermen in Newfoniullatid, dutiag his government of that 
island, are proofs of^ a sound minu, of a humane and benevolent dispo- 
sition/’ •» 

To this character wc haye briefly to add from Charnock, That 
however his fricAids may wish he had in sonic few points acted 
differently from what he did, his most violent enemies cannot but 
confess their own malignity, in having*endcavourcd to attach, as 
crimes to^him, things which never existed even in his thought, and 
in having reprobated those very errors which their own conduct 
fatally gave birth to.* • 

It is DO difficult matter to draw a conclusion from facts after 
they have taken place ; and we believe no moderate man will, at 
the present day, deny, that if the popular voice had been less 
cIai\iorous, neither party would have proceeded to the lengths they 
did ; the service would nut have been rent into contending factions 
and parties, and the public cause of the country would have been 
materially benefited. No one can dispute on the other hand, that 
the vice-admiral possessed a warm temper, and in too great a 
degree for a cautious or designing man ; so on the other can no 
onh disbelieve him to have possessed honour, judgment, and 
intrepidity. * 

For more th iii^tlie last fifteen or sixteen years of his life, he 
•seldom or nevei^lay dowif on a bed, from the constant puiii in his 
leg, which ^he Lore with the most manly fortitude. He was under 
the necessity of composing himself in an easy chair, sleeping at 
intervals ; and when awake he placed the wounded limb on the 

* Tirae verifies luaay Muruiises. — Froii^ llie dentli of a reperiiaiit flag-officer, 
(then in a subordinate situation) it appears that the whole luischief originated ir. 
his strBQge and wanton propensity to ^cribhliiig. 
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contrary knee, ioc wliich position he employed Mmself itf rubbing^ 
the bone '(for it was literally no more), to assuage the pain till 
sleep again overtook him.” ' 


NAUTICAL ANECDOTES AND SELECTIONS. 

REPonr OF TjiE crKEUAL eoMMinrr for viin relief or distressed 

SEAAILN, I'LH. 0, 1818. 

T IIK meeting heldnt the City of liondon Tavern on the 5ih of January, 
last, havinjr appointed a Committee, consisting of fifty-eight persons 
(with power to add to their number) ; and subscribed the sum of 
the gentlemen nominated met the next day at the King’s Head T.*ivern in 
the I’oullry, for the purpose of arranging a plan for *t!arrying into imme* 
diate elVccl the intention of ilie meeting, \vlm*h was. — to clear the metro- 
polis of the destitute and dispased persons in the garb of scnineUi who 
appeared in the streets and envirohs. ^ 

As tl:csc pcrvjns were known to he wumcrous, tlie Committee w'erc desir- 
ous ol^l'iig’aging premises for teriipor.u y ofiices in some coiu'enient place ; 
but on the very first day of their intctiiig, so great was the tiirong, and so 
urgent the distress of ih»3 poor pci'ple, that every other consideration gave 
way to that of niVording thwMii relief in the shortest possible time; and 
therefore, as ]\Ir. lilcadcn l.bcrally consented to allow the Committee to 
occupy the requisite miml'tr of rooms, on very inoviei ate terms (although 
fie was exposed to serious inconvenience by the number of iniserable 
objects who, for several days, londered his hou^e ulinosl inaccessible) the 
cominittcc have contiiuifd to transact tlicir business at his tavern. 

Many gcnilomrii having ollVrod theniselvcs as mem hers of the Committee 
(which has at length increased •»> ilie iiumhcr of seventy) it was jrfdgcd 
expedient to divide and appoiiion t!ie duties to he p(‘rf.>rined, among 
them; and accordingly the futlovviiig Sub c nimiilccs were immediately 
formed: viz. — 

1st.— A Depot Committee ; to whom was ».;hargcd the care of providing 
temporai*y lodging and food for the men, 

2t)(i.— An Examining Coiniiiitree; (consjsung principally of captains and 
, officers of his Majesty’:, navy ; cominanders in the East India Com- 
pany’* Service ; Llih r Brethren ol the Trinity House, and Masters 
of merchant ships) to whom was ent: listed the selectiun of such of 
the poor people as ivic really seamen iii clis'cress^. 

8d. — A Finance Coinmiticc ; to receive suhbcriptions, audit accounts, and 
■hiake payments. 

4th,— A Shipping Committee ; (consi'rting chiefly of nautical men) who"" 
undcitook to attend to the ciiiharkiiig and mukiiig, arrangements 
for the men on board the receiving ships ; for which ships appli- 
cation was made to tljie Lords of the Admiralty* 
hth, — A Clothitig and Provision Cotflmittce. 

<}lh.««»A Committee of Disposah 
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B/ t^ilji^arrnageipent, the inconvenience caused by the press of geiuletnen 
ottering their assistaifce and advice, was* as much as possible obviated ; 
and those duties were assigned to them respectively, which, circum- 
stances, they were must competent, or willing to perform. ^ 

Inwi few days it was found practicable to ^consolidate these SuK-Com. 
nlctees into three ; viz. 

Examining — Shipping^nnd Finance. 

By whom, uncfer the direction of the General Cotnihitt^e, the operatioas 
of the charity has since been conducted. 

Such was the forlorn and ^destitute condition of the pdbr people who 
flocked for relief, that the Committee deemed it a most fortunate ciremn- 
scanee that, on the first day of their meeting, they were able to engage 
room in a house belonging to Mrs. Hayes of Newington, in which 200 
could be received, and sheltered from the weatlier. * ' 

The London workhouse also admitted 100 of the men. 

In both these places their ^pmediute wants were attended to. 

Whilst these measures were in progress, application w»s made to the 
Lords of the Admiralty for receiving vessels* to be moored in convenient 
stations on tlie riser,* who granted the request without tlie delay of an 
hour. , , 

It had been a very general belief, that a gseat proportion of the persons 
appearing in the streets as distressed seamen, were not really so, but had 
assumed that garb; the better to eacite compassion ; but, cither the idea 
was without foundation, or the impostors were deterred troni making their 
appearance, by the rigid scrutiny of the Examining Committee ; the fact 
being, that very few men have presentctl themselves, who have not served 
at seb ; and the far greater part of them on board ships of war. 

The examination of the men fins been very strict, and conducted by 
certain rules, wliereby the Committee have been enabled lo obtain a registry 
of the age; place of birth ; height; date of service, and# on board of what 
ships; date of discharge, and qualifications of each man. By a reference 
to this registry, any one of the men may be identified upon any future 
occasion. 

As the applicants in the course of the first few days, exceeded by some 
hundreds the number for whonf it was possible to provide lodging, without 
incurring considerable hazard, not only to themselves, but also to the 
p^jblic lieulth (a very large proportion being sick or diseased) it was 
deemed advisable to admit into the general depOc such only as were free 
from infectious disorders, giving those for whom such actommodation 
could not (fmin those considerations) be immediately iiiaJe; or for whom 
.admittance into ihe huspUgIs could not be*obtainrd, u daily supply of 
* bread and money, until fit places could be procured for their receptuui. 

• In as short a time as it was possible to get the Dromedary prepared for 
their accommodation, the sick men were lodged on board her, under the 
care of Dr. Robertson, and the liecessary assistants. 

Such is ^ brief outline of the proceedings of the Commitfec.— -They pur- 
posely abstain from entering into the iiiinor details of the measures adopted 
* by them to guard against the application of the funds, to the relief of other 

jftsb. Vol. XXXIX. • .9 
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olj«ots tlian those for whom the subscription was ^tered intD;-*or the 
influx Df distressed seamen from other parts of the kingdom. They bai^ 
also heen cautious hot to increase the ciisting evil (which appears in a 
great measure to have been the consequence of a temporary superabundance 
of seamen) by the adoption of measures for obtaining imm^iate engage- 
ments for these poor men in vessels outward-bound, to the exclusion of 
Other seamen, who might thereby have been exposed to difficulty in obtain- 
ing employment. 

The gcnerah result of the proceedings, which the public benevolence has 
thus enabled the Committee to adopt, are as follows ; 1330 men have beep 
received on board of the seven vessels granted by the Admiralty for tliat 
purpose, and supplied with necessary clothing. 

Of these 349 have been disposed of in the navy, in the merchant's ser- 
vice, or otherwise provided fur; and many, others are 
expected to be^provided with ships^'in a few days. 

162 arc on board the Dromedary, appropriated exclusively to 
the sick ; whoni 61 lire serious cases, 

S have been sent on shore for misconduQt. 

5 have died. 

711 remain on hqurd the receiving ships (besides the 162 sick.) 


1230 

who may be thus classed ; viz. 

Fit for service 351 

Healthy men, Ibut unflt for the merchant service ...••••• 180 

Infirm, and on that account unfit 66 

Foreigners, of whom 30 are fit foi employ, the rest unfit . . 47 

Foreigners desirous of being sent home 13 

Black men, of whom 20 are fit for employ, the rest unfit • . 47 

Men wanting to be sent to their parishes «... 8. 


711 

The Committee have great satisfaction pi stating, that it appears from 
the report of the examining Committee, who daily visit the receiving ships, 
that the men are in general clean ; — as comfortable as circumstances will 
admit; — and^ with very few exceptions, grateful, * 

[Here follows a scale of victualling allowance, which we have already 
given at page 61.] ^ 

A liberal issue has been made of soap, razors, copibs, brushes, &c. ; ond , 
besides an additional allowance of clothing, ^acli luan^has a blanket given 
him on joining a ship. 

Tib estahlislwnent of officers on board of each ship, consists of com- 
mander, mate, and clerk ; and the warntiit officers of the ship remain oo 
board to ill preserving discipline. 

The average expense of this establishment, including table-money to 
officers, is 17s. lOd. per day for eae.h ship. 

* The expense of the medical department is about 1/. 12s. per day« 
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The Cemmittecb cannot make this report without acknowledging the 
prompt attention wbic\) has been paid to 'the several applicatioiis which 
thelCommittee have had occasion to make to the Lords of tl>e Admiralty, 
Tor {essels, stores, and medicines ; to which attention they feel tipt the 
sucC&s of their exertions in speedily relieving the distress of the unfortoriate 
objects of their care, is very materially to be attributed. The Coimnittee 
have also recejyed 300 suits of clothing, from the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department. • 

JRmploymcntm 

A certain number of gentlemen have undertaken to sfiperintend the 
employment of the Seamen, and the Admiralty have given directions to the 
Navy Board to supply a quantity of junk, to be made into points, 
gaskets, &c. 

The solicitude to he useful (which has been strikingly manifested by the 
attention of the nauyeal members of the Committee) has been confined to 
no particular class or sect. And the Committee have not been umnindfui 
of the moral improvement of the men— ^the Kcv. James Hudge, A.M. and 
Mr. Maule, have repeatedly performed Divine Service on board the several 
receiving ships— Biftlcs have been distributed — and the general conduct of 
the men during Divine Service has been most exemplary. — Dr, Rlake^lt-N. 
and Dr. Rankin, of the Hoii. £.1. C.S. have*gratuitously contributed their 
medical aid. 

The CoMinittce considering that the objects for which they have been 
appointed, will have been effected by the i4lh of this month, have given 
notice, that after that day, no application for relief will he attended to ; 
except fi'om such seamen as shall be actually diseased, or disabled from 
labour by age, bodily defect, or infirmity. 

The Committee consider it of importance that the public should be in- 
formed of their having prolonged the period of their examinations to the 
abqv.e date, in order to afford an opportunity to every proper object within 
the metropolis, of becoming an applicant for the benefits of the charity 
(of whom very lew have lately presented therni-clves) ; and that, therefore, 
such as coniinuc to infest the streets of Westminster, and places at a 
distance from the immediate o^jerations of the Committee, may, gerieraily 
speaking, if not always, be deemed to be impostors. 

The Committee desire in conclusion, to express a hope that the means 
adapted hy them (due allowance being made for tiie little time allowed for 
deliberacionj are such ns the public will approve. They can assure the 
subscribers, ^ dial never was charity bestowed upon objects of greater 
interest, or by whom it jvas more wanted, or more gratefully acknowledged; 
Jind, for themselvws, the Committee can with*triith add, never was their 
time employed more to the gratification of the best feelings qf their 
nature. • i 

■ 9 

The Committee of Finance report, that the total amount of subscriptions 
received by the Treasurer is, eleven thousand, nine hundlj|d, and thirty- 
eight pounds, fourteen shillings and tenpence. 

The monthly expenditure of the e|tabli9hment is 'about one tUousend 
pounds, exclusive of eloaths, bedding, and ship chandlery. ^ 
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As soon after the* 14 th correat as the CommittecT shall be able to-asctDr 
tain the iidmber of htdividoals composing the variaus ciabses described bj 
^ their arrangement, Iftcjr will report the*information of subscribers 4be 
measures proposed for the Hiltiini^te tlisposal of the whole retnaiiiNig; dft 
board. 


(b. '^trcloUf (lloii. Secret^). 


IKSTftUCTION ANn INFORMATION TO OFnCEKS COMMANDING BECElVrND 
^Altrrs^ KELATIVC TO THEIR DUtY, AND THE OBJECT Or THE dOIC* 
MXTTLE FOR DF^TITVTE SEAMEN. 


In consequence of numerous sailors begging in the streets, this Com* 
mittce was formed for the purpose of alfurding protection to such as were 
cleserring, destitute seamen, iu order that no sncli sramen might be corn* 
pelled to beg ; and that such us, from idleness and choice, prefer that sort 
of life, might be discovered and duly punished by the 911 il magistrate. 

I . ' The commanding officers me to inform ilm men on board their 
respective bhips, that the prdvision now making for them, is purely from 
good will, not obligatory ; and that tlie rations of provision issued to each 
nian, are such as the Committee allots. 

II . The commanding officers are to obey and put it» practice all orders 
fi om the Shipping and Provision Committee, sigiied by the Cluiinnan for 
the time being, and one McMuhtr. 

III. Ail commanding and subordinate officers arc to sleep on board 

their respective ships. Tn case parltcular husniess requirf s thtin to be 0:1 
shore during a night, they must apply, by letter, to the Shipping and Pro- 
vision Comiiiiiiec for that liberty, which peiniibsion they -are 

expected to he found on board. 

IVh Ail commanding olheers will be heiil responsible for all stares and 
provisions sent on board, and uie rxiiectcd 10 take care that the officer^ 
under them issue the stoics according to directions of the Commitice. 

V. In case the suhurdiuaic officers are not acitnlivc to the orders of the 
superior officer in coininnnd, lie ib expected to report them, in order tha|t 
they may be remoicci. They may he reported in tlie fust case to '"the 
Visiting Coitirnittee, or to the Shipping Committee, in the dally report. . 

VI. The Vhi»iiing Committee have the power of giving iitstructions to 
the commanding officers,, more particularly as toThe aiTRiigcruenis to be 
made on board. 

Vlf^ The commanc)ing officer has the power to permit su^h of the meo 
to go onshore, during the day, as, on good reason given, lie may thinji 
needful; hut is on no account to allow it to ^coine a practice many 
individual. 

t^VlII. The commanding officer has the power 10 discharge any man who 
-jvisKes to leav*e the protection of the Committee ; first laliiig a vvry minute 
nd particular description of his periOHi in order that sucb description Bfty 
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be ^iven to the civil mii^ittrates, who, in the event of fiis afterwards bein;; 
found hefting, will deal with him according to the severity of thi law. 

IX. No person, going with *leave on sliore, will Ve allowed to have 

Tdoro than his red flannel shirt, blue trowsers, b pair of sltoes and stock- 
ings, and cap on. Those who are discharged, and have parted with thear 
own clothes in exchange for the ahuve, may he permitted to take with them 
the clothing mentioned in this amde. * ^ 

X. SOch men whose clotliedfte decent and Ht to wear, in the opinion 
of the commanding officer* are not to be supplied with cloAing from the 

. Committee at prlfeiit. 

Xt. The commanding officers to *send a written report, daily, to thw 
Provision and Shipping Committee, by eleven o’clock in the morning, 
stating all stores received, what are wanted, and general observations of 
occurrences on boarc^during the last twenty-four hours, and the number of 
men victualled. • * 

XII. If any man on board behave ill, his conduct is to he reported to 
the Visiting Committee, that they may orderbis discharge, if necessary. 

XIII. All lights and fires to he put out by nine o’clock at night. 

. XIV. The commanding officer is to pay particular attention, that the 
Ship he kept clean ; also that the men keep themselves washed, shaved, 
and have their hair in good order, and to promote their taking as much 
exercise as*(nrcumstances will admit. 

XV. The commanding officer is in no case to leave his ship until he has 

£i#en her in charge to a responsible person. • 

XVI. The commanding officer of each ship may select twelve trusty 
men, who volunteer, to remain with him to assist him in his doty. 

XVTI. The Committee empower ihe'cominaoding officer to defray such 
small expenses fur the sick as the surgeon conceives needful, of which they 
are to keep a particular account, in a book for that purpose, to he sent up 
every Monday morning, to be inspected by the Shipping and Provision 
Committee, signed by the surgeon. 

XVIII. The surgeon will visit the ships daily, and report the state of 
the sick to the officer, who shall report to the Visiting Committee such 
cases as require their immediate attention. 

XIX. The commanding officer is to aflTurd every facility to such persons 
vs^re desirous of manning their ships, ; and particularly to eiideavdur 
to acquaint himself with the characters of his inen, that he may be able to 
point out the most deserving to the Visiting Committee. * 

XX. Th# tobacco sent nn board is not u regular ration ; hut is to be 
^iven uhder the discretion ot^ the coinmandin^officer ti> such men as need 
* it, and, by their orderly coiuluct, iiieric encouragement. 

.XXL The commniiding officer is to inform the masters of ships who 
^ome on board for men, itmt the cltithiiig which will he entrusted to his 
care fortheni, is not a gift to the men, but a loan from the Committee; 
that, ill order to prevent its^sule, it will be maikcd on the inside. And 
when a number of men are chosen, the commanding officer is to send, 
nvithout delay, iIm names of the men* of the vessel, and the. master,' to 
Mr. Jplm Drinkald, No. 19, Beer'lene, Tower- street, who baa obliging^ 
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pfomised immediately to direct the clothing to be yiit^ Mr. Spraggon^ at 
Orawsend, who will dellvelf ii! up bn rebeivir^g a receipt for the samCi as 
0, provided in the fu^wing ride. ^ 

XXII. Masters of ships who take men from the Committee^ will be 
entrusted with the following articles for each man ; v» 2 . one rediflanhel 
shirty one blue ja^et, one pair of stockings, one handkerchief, and one 
blr.nkct, for which they are to sign a'receipt (in a book f/>r that purpose), 
expressing theip name and that of theirahip, which articles are marked 
.D S on oii||t|de,* and, in case the men do not sail with them, masters of 
vessels are ^quested to return theip clothing, directed to the Committee 
for Destitute Seamen, and to land them at Graveseiid, to thetyeof 
iVIr. Spraggon, who will take charge of them. Masters of ships are not to 
give the clothing to the men until they have left the port ; and the com* 
manding officers are authorized, in order to render every assistance to 
masters of vessels, to deliver the before-named clotUhig, at the same time 
they are to guard against imposition from persons who would take the men 
with a design of not sending jhem to sea. 

XX fir. The commanding officers are, as much as possible, to class their 
men in the following order: , ^ 

'First class to consist of able and ordinary seamen fit for immediate 
service. ‘ 

^ Second, sueb as are unfit for immediate service, and yet desirous of 
going to sea. ' ‘ 

Third, such as are desirous of being sent to their parishes. 

Fourth, such 'as from infiroiicy arc deserving protection, and not fit 
to go tt) sea. 

Fifth, such foreigners as wish to return to their respective countries. 
List of the whole to be made out, stating particulars of the cases, uud 
forwarded to the Shipping and Provision Committee. 

XXIV. The (^hief officer in command is on no account to permit any 
women to come or be on board ship, excepting his own wife, and 
iho‘«e of the warrant officers. 

VOVACE TO THE NORTH JUN REGIONS. 

Tiir four ships now fitting out at Deptford, for a voyage to the North 
Pule, and fur the discovery of n i}orth-wes| passnge, are actively preparing 
for their destinations. It appears from tlie bett-inforined Greenland ckp« 
tains, that ^rcat quantities of ice have broken away from the iiortlt-eaat 
coast of Greenland, and one ship made her way last year todBd} degrees. 

It is doubtful if the iiorthcyi pitrts of Biiffin's Bay diave ever been visited > 
Baffin gives names to several inlets situated fhcrc ; but'iii his original ina-' 
uuscfipt journal and charts, now in the possession of the Lords of the 
Admiralty, no mention or notice is taken of his ever havuig passed the 
Streights. In fact, all beyond 76 degrees on the Greenland coast, is stili 
unknown.— It is supposed, that the ice breaks away from the Pole during 
tiic suiiiiner, and is driven by winds and Currents to the south, till h 
grounds, and then forms the barrien which Captain Phipj^nientions in his 
voyage. That it shifts about it is certaio. The ^unlmiySy during the 
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summer solstice, being incessantly on thf PoJ^ must nnturally create great 
warmth; indeed, greater than a few to the soutli, where the 

atmosphere is cooled during the flight. The Conjectuim that the Pole is 
clear ^om ice during the summer, is founded on that hypotliesis.— Sir 
Joseph Banks has given every assistance in his power to the success of this 
national undertaking. 

THE AFRICAN TRAVELLER BUR KHARD. 

‘ • 

The Journal de Frankfort contains an article dated Basle, IT^ which 
says, that we have received from Cairo the melancholy n^fi, that Mr. 
Loujgikurkhard, the youngest son of Qolonel Geddeon Burkhard, had died 
there of a dysentery, under his assumed name of Sheik Ibrahim. Mr. 
Louis Burkhard, who was ardent, enterprising, and animated with the 
desire of acquiring knowledge, being in England, offered his services to the 
English Association fsr making discoveries in the interior of Africa. After 
having learned the languages, «nd acquired the knowledge necessary for a 
j<H]rney of thia kind, he set off some years a^o, and repaired to Cairo, to 
join the caravan, which comes every year from Toinbuctoo, and to pene- 
trate into that county, which has hi|herto been inaccessible to Europeans; 
but some troubles which broke out in that part of the world hinderjsd the 
arrival of this caravan for a whole year. Aided by his Mussulman costume, 
and his perfect knowledge of the Arabic and Turkish languages, Mr. Bork- 
hard had made a great number of new and important discoveries, which 
the Englisli Association will probably publish. At length this caravan, 
which had been so long and impatiently expected, arrived ; but before lie 
could depart with it, Mr. Burkhard sunk under the disorder, and his death 
has destroyed the most flattering hopes. This distance from his own 
country had not lessened his attachment to it ; in the course of Inst winter, 
he sent a bill of exchange for a considerable sum for the relief of the poor. 

BRITISH COMMERCIAL CLAIMS, 

Dr a Convention,.signe(l the 20th of Nov. 1815, by I ord Castlercagh, the 
Duke of Wellington, and M. Richelieu, in conformity to the Additional Act of 
the 'J'reaty of Paris, 1814, c'ertain confiscations or sequestrations of British 
property were to be cxamined,*and, in consideration of the sacrifice of a 
much larger sum due to this country for prisoners of war, to be paid by the 
F^ncli government to the sufferers by the injustice of those acts, Louis 
XVIlf. was restored, and French and English coinmissioiiprs appointed 
to investigate and deteriiiine these claims. This joint coiniuiftioii has now 
lasted three^eais, and notwithstanding a full and expensive compliance on 
.the part of the cl; 4 iniants, wj^h the forms reifiired, nothing has yet been 
’ done by the conniiissioners to render justice in any one of the numerous 
commercial claims, founded on the 6tli Article of the Convention, As 
there is every reason to suspect evasion on the side of the French com- 
missioners, or want of zeal in the English, it is, we hear, intended to peti- 
tion Parliament on the subject, that France may not, to the benefit whicli 
she, at the instant, derived from this Convenciun, add the further advan- 
tage, which wo|||| result to her, from success in the attempt to cajole the 
British inerchant. 
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ilk IfiCTMie £f tHur Nmv^ 
tETTfR II. 

M* xnn&Jit ^ OcMer, ieiT, 

A LTBQNRjH we oentinue to enjoy e profound state of peace, and there 
, appears .no speck in the aettthd iborison of Europe, ^ from wUch atty 
‘^rtento'us cloud may arise to overshadow its beaiVtiful and pleasn||||piete- 
aity, yet assuredly it is the best policjpbf every Cfiuntfv, more especially (if 
Britain, so siihji'Ct to be involved in its future ^ulrrcls, to he attentive to 
what is passing around her, and to take care that her exertions keep pace 
with, and hy no means fall short df those pf other ctiuntiies. 

It is certainly matter of ref;ret, although**pertiaps it ought not to be one 
of very much surprise, that* whilst other nations, particularly America and 
Russia, are straining every nerve to acquire formidable navies, and whilst 
it lias been already proved, that wCiat ships they now have are well and 
durably constructed, it is matter of regret, I sity, tha|^^ ourselves has 
‘ fallen the disagreeable ta&k of taking to pieces fur sale, dne half nearly of 
the navy of Britain, as it stood at the end of the wd'r in 1815. , But, Sir, I 
have said (hat this iidcessity ouglii not to occasion surprise, as it is to 'Be 
accounted fdv from the rapidity with which many of our ships were built-i* 
from the want of proper and well -seasoned and proportioned timber^ aitd 
fbom (he4«r wear and tear occasioned by a war of such unexampled mag- 
nitude and duration. Such being the ictuses which have occasioned that 
'^cat reduction of our naval force, the next consideration of course com^s 
re be, how that force, so essential to the power and pre-eminence of 
Britain, is to be replaced and made good. The severe pressure on the 
fiuatfces of the country, in consequence of our unparalleled exertions in the 
cause of' Europe, hiis made it imperious on our government to lessen and 
diminish every branch of public expenditure to the utmost ; but I am glad 
observe, tirar whilst th^ have done so, ns appears from the Sixth Report 
«fi the Naval Estimates for the present year, they contemplate with serious- 
ness tlie evident necessity which Bxist^lbr proceeding as soon and as 
*qdickly as possible, to increase and re-esSblisb our naval force, and to put 
it into such an effective state, as shall at once secure our supremacy on the 
^ean, and enable iisto hxik Ibrward without anxiety to tlis approach of 
any new war, which it is p^elk%iiown is more likely to'liappen when unpre- 
'pared, than when the contrary is the case. *^Sincc the country has returned 
to • state of profound peace, the government certainly have not been inat- 
tentive to the best interests of the navy ; they have, as far as their tneank 
admitted, been a^sidhous in repairing those ships requiring, and worthy ef 
reeetviiig them ; they have ordered a considerable number of new frigatOs 
CO be lat^down (but, I think, on too small a'seale) ; and they have, in the 
New NavaUlesvlalions^ noc^faBcnmninindfuI of the i]|py improvements 
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«»hicb our^naval sftteai requireBi after inch a long period of war. Bu^ 
Sir, although during the' present'')refir^ we could not ^peot mote 

to be done» either in re-building our navy, ob In recbppsing its grievanoet, 
yet, I must express my decidea opinion, and firm conviction, that more 
muft Be done in future j^ars^ in, order to keep |mce with tlie unremitting 
and strenuous exertka'is of other naval powers, who wilt evidently in a very 
short time provg \ery forrotduble rtvjals op the ocean. During the last year, 
I think we liave beeniWble to launch gnly three sail of th%Jiiie, and six fri* 
gates, a force certainly too small to enable us in amr moderat||tiffle to com* 
majnd a preponderating force; nay, L question , it it will answer even the 
'teig||||d wear of a state of peace ; for I am afraid we have lost during 
yelNEore frigates than have been launched : but be this Bf it may, we 
must, in order to regain a formidable and durable navy, be able to launch, 
at the veiy least, double the number of ships above stated ; and I need not 
repeat what has heen«already so strenopusly and properly ai;ged by other 
Correspondents (Aluiow and d*. C.) tbat'it is absolutely necessary these 
■liips should be well and durably built, and constructed on ihe model and 
cstablisbmqpt of the American men of war. Allow me only, Sir, jpst to 
recall your attentioif, and that of your readers, to the latest accounts from 
that country, relative to their navy. It is stated, that their navjd- bom- 
misaioners, Decatur and Rogers, had ^Jbeen^on a tour of inspection, and 
bad ordered the keels of three or four new ships .of the line to be laid 
down ; that*moiiey was actually voted for increasing^their navy to 12 sail of 
the line, 18 frigates, and 30 sloops, which would aU lie completed ip two 
years : their report also states the completely effective state of their old 
ships, and the deteriiiinaiioii of the question as to the most proper place for 
constructing dock-yards and naval arsenals. We hear from Russia, also, 
that the Emperor is preparing eighty sail of the line, and although tbo 
finances of France and Holland may* retard their editions for a little, we 
know that when ready to commence with vigour, they possess every 
facility, very speedily to prepare a great naval force. Let this country, 
then, and its government, lay these things seriouhly and speedily to heart, 
and let us not procrastinate or delay too long; for however necessary it 
be (and I admit the necessity to ^ great) to husband our resources, apd 
to restore the finances of the country by economy and reduction, it wo{l|d 
assuredly be a very short-sightgej^ policy, and a foolish economy, to with* 
hoM, even now, what is so evkllntly necessary for putting our naval forqw 
into such a state of preparation, as shall enable it to m^t enemy, on 
equal terms and it is to be hoped, wti^n this detenmnation is adopted 
(and government are evidently inclined to it), they will take every ppssiblw 
precaution in prevcxiting any waste of money recurring agaio, by building too 
rapidly, or of unseasoned materials. I am confident the country will cbecf- 
fuUy go hand* in hand in this great pnd necessary work ; for it never has, 
and never will, call that ill done, which is calculated to strengdien and 
improve our navy, or add to the comforts of its gallant officers wnd seamen. 
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TO THEr RIGHT HON. VISCOUNT HfELVIlLE. 

MY r.oROf ^ ^ January iCthj 18 19^ 

I N tbe belief th^rthe fuiges of the Nat^i Chronicle may have at tlmea 
assisted the deiiberatidhs of His Majesty’s Councils, and tbnl their 
voice has penetrated the interior of the Admiralty, from diflerenC regular 
lions that have taken place in the promotion of nmsterVmates and mid- 
shipmen^the (buting on which these officers are now placed, after havtpg 
served a certain period, and are found qualified, to what l)iey formerly 
were— the apj^ointitig some captains and lieutenants to ships in ordinary ; 
although not in any manner equal to what some might think wo^^be 
more beneticial to the service— the fixing of the whole of the pay v|Pea 
officers at a certain rate, and doing away what was denominated compen- 
sation — granting a more liberal allowance to warrant officers than formerly, 
and to first lieutenants (a little more to all of this class would be vciy 
beneficial); half-pay officers being allowed tp draw for their pay quarterly, 
&c. &c. Believing that the Naval Chronicle may have had .some cfTtct in 
producing those benefits, 1 agfiin address your ]..ordship through it, on a 
. subject of great importance to the navy. t 

Your lordship has proved to the country, hy the henefici^arrangemenil 
enumerated, and others not mentioned, your desire to pro Mft the interests 
of the navy ; and, from what has been done, und, it may^ hoped, is in 
your Lordship’s power farther to effect, it may be allowed for naval men 
to hope that the name of Melville will have strong claims for standing high 
in their estimation;, and you need only to consult the naval history of the 
coupCry to be assured that it will be there embalmed, and handed down to 
posterity with honour, if your Lordship continue firndy and iiiidisinayed 
to treed in the path for promoting the naval interests of Great Britain, by 
preparing ships of war for future service that shall be every way adequate 
to meet those of any nation of the same rate ; and in attending to the just 
claims of those who, in o warfare of a quarter of a century, encountered 
upon the ocean the maritime power of ai(4he nations upon the face of the 
globe, that would leave their ports and seek the combat, or braved them 
upon their own shorest 

In that tremendous conflict tliey quelled the haughty and over-hearing 
spirit of revolutionary France in coi^at upon the Atlantic ; cliased 
and defeated her on her western mid soJIhirii shores; overwhelmed her 
^eet on the shores of Egypt, and drove her from the Archipelago; forced 
the passage of the Pardfmelles ; destroyed the walls and nav^ of piratical 
Algiers ; and gpve the law from the Nile to the straits of Gibraltar ; over- 
threw and nearly destroyed’the combined naaies of France and Spain oib 
the sliqre of Cadiz ; dissolved the northern confederacy before the walls 
of Oipenhagcn, amidst the slaughter and ruin or Uie Daisish defenoea. 
code triomphaiit through the Baltic; defeated, in obstinate battle, the 
valiant Hollanders on their own shores; nfid wrested the sceptres of both 
^e Indies from the power of Europe ; and performed many other memor* 
able and deathlesi exploits which thp faithful pag^ of history will not fail 
to record. ^ 
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Whatet^r tnay tje ^bought of such doeds by some 4n^n| even in this 
country, their fame hast eticuinpassed the globe, and sounded firom pole to 
pole;; and no one can better appreciate their impoHaiice^to the country . 
than jour I/>rdship. . 

The voice of peace having hushed the thunder of war, and cut off the 
expectation of naval promotion but to a favoured few, it is but just that a 
jfhrt of hope should be opened to old officers, who can have no other source 
for obtaining a reasonable compensation, after a servitude of perhaps /orfjr 
^rs. It must then, enliven their hopes, if rumour speak /he troth, that 
retired lists of post captains and commanders are to be formed, in addi- 
'tio|||^ that of lieutenants. 

I have already offered some oHservations to your Lordship npoii this 
subject, and would now respectfully offer them again at this time. 

The next step to an bid post captain, is to that of rear-admiral, with ah 
additional half-pay cff ten shillings and sixpence per diem. This is a most 
important consideration, and perhaps few peaf the top of the list would 
give up so heiieficial a chance fur a small consideration. Indeed it Would 
be trifling wiih and insulting to their feelings to offer it ; it ought not, 
|lierefore, to be leSs than one half of what the next step of promotion 
would give tmn; or, pi'rliaps, two thirds could not be reckoned* too nntich 
for a certain 411^161*, and one half for anotRer number; that is, 23s. Tor 
the flrsc class, and 30s. for the second class. 

The fiextVaiik of officers is commanders; and tlieir next step of promo- 
tion will only give them sixpence per diem additional half pay. This 
would only be tickling tiieir mouth with a feather— a ntere nominal favour 
svithour any iiigrcrlient of consolation, unless the step of promotion should 
be imagined to convey some unknown favour to old officers of this rank, 
without the healing balm given to post captains retired. As the oldest 
commanders have only /bur shillings and sixpence less half-pay per diem 
than the oldest post captains ; so their retired lists ought to bear some 
simihir proportion, altliough not in the same degree. 

As it would be the last boon i$f the country to this class of officers, and 
as they have no prospect of addition in their own rank, and but a mere 
trifle in their next step of promotion, the number ought to be more 
extended than that of post captains; perhaps, under all considerations of 
the case, it might not be though too gi|at at double the number. 

There is already a retired of lieutenants at an addition of one 
sliilling and sixpence per diem to their next step of promotion :^this is three 
times asmuqh as the commanders’ next step of promotion will give. 

Injustice to this class of officers, as many of them have waded through 
an ocean of servidh in differdlit situations, their retired list ought to be 
extended ; 300 migJit not be too many, with three gradations; the •lowest 
bding at the fft-esent rate. 

In a former letter to your ^Lordship on this subject, in the Naval 
Chronicle, vol. xxxiii. page 38, lists of seniority of servitude are proposed, 
after thirtjpjive or Jbrtjf yeats servitude, from the age of siiteen^ having 
been twenti^ of those commissioned officers ; when all should be eligible 
to the retired lists, however they might stand on the lilts of seniority of 
rank. * 
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TbeimftieQ of di^ ywopotitioa^^ill mppear wfa«D it ii omiiidarH that tha 
tei|lhofipmee, from nstaaa' years of age woulJ determine the claim, 
silhich none could Ije entitled to under 0ty^iix years of age, if the ttme 
of tervice were to ht fisted at forty years. * 

Could fortunate officers with justice object to the claims of thdir lees 
fiSrtiinaCe brethren, fotfnded upon the length of their servitude! If 
ottcer, after tventy-Jhe years aervitude, has been a post captain tffi, ttpetwe, 
dr even Jifteen years, and may%e from 86 to 40 years of age, whet jutt 
dbjemion could he have for a-yantor post captain or a commander retiring 
drhih a greater allowance than liis present half-pny, who may have served 
fifteen years longer than himself? He, probably, would disdain th^ re- 
tired list, looking forward to a higher rank with ardent desires, to active 
employment ; and, from early pronmtion, may, probably, have made priie- 
elbisey that places him in affluence far above all those who would enter 
the retired lists. 

And here, my Lord, I leave the subject to your serious consideration, and 
to that of all his Majes^'s Ministers. 

I am. 

Your Lordship's humble ^rvant, 
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JEilrseU frm The Soldiers of Venezuela.^* 

icjt. xniTOR, * Ifindon^ Jan, lOM, 18 J 8. 

rVlBE enclosed extracts are from a work that has just appeared, and 
which, I think, cannot but be interesting to all classes of society. The 
insertion of them will oblige a constant reader, though 

The cables loosened— the anchor up— the sails unfurled— the pilot at 
the helm— tbe shrill pipe echoing to the breeze, and cheerful activity in 
every countenance, was a combination ddligbtful in itself, but distressing 
in its associate reflections to the mind of Ig^ene. lie climbed to the masi- 
bjiad to take a heart-wrung farewell of hiiC, native land. The spray of the 
wave was no longer visible on the beach— the headlands dwindled to a 
ppint, and the white cliffs of Albion mingled with the sky. The vast 
pmse of ocean is, probably, creative of the most sublime jetebs a contem- 
plative mind can receive.^ Separate, distinct, anb alptracted from thet 
works of art, with tbe only exclusive instance of the veliicle that conducts 
ym over tlie pathless sea; which is the most wonderful and complex pieoe 
ufmacijifieryjtfaa inventions of science, and tbe skill of ilie artificer, ever 
brought ti| perfection. Beyond that medium (dispensed to tlie prayers of 
navigator) all is the grand operation of ^nature to the sea^voyagerb 
llledi^tiol|s. 

f* more impressively subii^ ibaa the sucpesiive fabric of waves^ 
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more wonderful then the deep plongins of. the bark| and. W /eeoferw 
ikom the gulphs that seemed closing over her piasts f The voyager’s mimi, 
fatigued by contemplations so vhst, and his eye weary of the boundleis * 
loeneC of mingled Ma and sky* he contracts bis view to his habitation. 
The chart teaches him the rapidity of his course in that machine, which not 
only contains supplies for his natural wants, but accommodations for timif 
use ; a safe lodging on the liquid element) and as fearless a capacity oi 
speed, during the shades of night, ns whpn travelling by the mendlaH 
beam. Furnished with the means of defence, and often thiAidering jn tha 
voice of conquest, till ocean crimsons at the sound^that wafts the bless 
mngaof peace in the bales of commerce — conveys the offerings of know* 
ledge to the acceptance of tlie munstructed— transports the fragrant pM>« 
ductions of the east to tlie zephyrs of the west ; and gives the warmth-q* 
the south to the shivering tenants of the north ^protects the suvereigatj.oi 
ber own dominions, and seciyes the rights of other nations «the mer- 
chant’s hope, the sailor’s pride, freedom’s bulwark, atid the :waipihir!, 
triumph. * 

Eugene had commenced an acquaintance with a sea-life, influenced by 
many of thosoj)rejudices too apt to have sway, ere oppoitunity,mRj«offer 
for correct) ng'pre-conceived opinions. He dwas prepared to expect the 
accommodations of a prison, and the society of an heterogeneous number 
of the semr^ivilized, ignorant of all matters not immediately marine ; and 
unacquainted with all language not distinctly technical. '* - 

** The first week of the voyage the winds ivere light* and ya.riah)e, and 
when from the deck time passed drearily with Eugene: but in thatjqterval 
he became reconciled to the newness of aquatic existence. The boai&c 
command, and the blunt affirmative, the apparent confusion, yet course 
regularity, the extraordinary phraseology and rough appearance of fhe 
ship’s crew, present a motley specimen of nautical concerns ; yet the im- 
pression is only temporary ; it banishes on an extended acquaintance with 
the profession and its gallant sons. 

Eugene did not allow himself to become disgusted with the moral exte* 
rior of the persons by whom he was surrounded ; he determined to becohie 
familiar with them, and found* it no difficult task. Ceremony is not'aA 
ingredient in the heart of an honest saijor. Treat him with frankness and 
good humour, praise his ship, Ad extol her sailing, and you become, at 
once, the sailor’s friend. Meet him if your situation be distressful, and 
he will relieve you to the utmost of his ability. Observe him* in his proc^ 
perity, and you will only regret tlie profusion of his inconsiderate genero- 
sity. Singular in slieir feelings as unequalled th their profession, they inf- 
bibe prejudices, and encourage predilections timt are unknown to a[l other 
classes of sitciety ; and by these prejudices and predilection!;* they are held 
in greater Hui*|eccion chan either* by discipline or coerdSto. Lee tbeot 
become attached to a commander, and they will saenhee ' their hves in 
battle, or exertion, at his lyish : but once determined to condemn, no 
implied concession can regain their attachment. No men are more sensi- 
ble to the voice of prtiie, and eo the good opinion of their countiy ^ nor 
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are 4hey satisfied the consciousness of bravery, tiil their aountr^mcn 
bear publip testimony to their merits.” 


. The dismemberment \}f the South American colonies from the domi- 
nion of Spain, began at this period to form a leading point of speculation 
in most societies. The politician viewed it as of considerable importance, 
not to Spain onl^, but in its bearings, materially affecting all the European 
States. The merchant and the manufacturer hailed tlie probability of those 
ebackles ignoi^nce and despotism impose on commerce being loosened in 
BO extensive a part of the globe. The moralist and the philosopher eagerly 
anticipated the happy result of so immense a number of the human raOB 
being emancipated from the oppressive hand of bigotry, superstition, aiMl 
intolerance* Indeed every extensive mind, where intellect acts in the 
atmosphere of true religion, unbiassed by sects, aii(i independent of pre- 
judices, saw in this revolt the retributive haial of Divine Justice, —mea- 
sured the map from the western to the Pacific Ocean, and invoked tlie 
shades of Cortez and Pizarro*to behold the effects, resulting, though late, 
from the systems of perfidy, treacl\pry, un<l crucify ! pointing tu the 
enfeebled, genius of Spain, who, unnerved by her foreign possession d, is 
become the victim of iiuuicraace and the prey of superstition, unable to 
resist the factious, or repress the discontented, without resorting to 
cruelty, which as truly murks a degenerate state ns a degei^^rate mind* 
The once vital energy of Spain mourns over her annihilated greatness ; she 
looks at the archives of the thirteenth century, and doubts if any revolu- 
tionary change could re*atiimate that principle of which recent events 
mere than prophecy the utter extinction. She sees the canker-worm of 
sloth preying on the body politic, and, with a sigh, observes its similarity 
to the body natural, contending with a general stagnation in the circulating 
system. Whatever Spain might solicit, or Ferdinand expect, those who 
turn to the pages of political eveiitb must agree, that the utmost forbearm 
ante of Britain could but offer neutrality : for her magnanimity is above the 
littleness of retaliation. Did her character as a nation not reach so high, 
her government might claim so fair an opportunity to convince Spain that 
the period when the North American States threw off their allegiafioe from 
Britain is not faded from remembrance. Betrace when the Bourbons, in 
their family compact and foreign alliances, joyed in the presumed extinc- 
tion of Biitaiii on the list of nations : then how must posterity admire her 
conduct, at once noble, generous, god-like, indicative of tbei^ublime faith 
she profcbses, wlien they read the records of £urope;}n liistory, and see her 
susUiining her fallen enemies, and, eventually, resturin{^ the Bourbons to' 
the tlirpiics ivhich their vacillation obliged them to abdicate, and their 
weakness precluded them, unassisted, from rc-ascending ! * 
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Lcttee II. . 

TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD MELVJIXE. 

On Impreument^ SpCm 

■ ■ iVe heard it said, 

HoiUMir and policj* like nnsever’d friends* 
r the war do grow together : grant that, and tell me* 

In pence* what each of them by th* other lose* 

That they combine not then. * 

KV tORD, ^ Is/ February, 1817. 

I N my last letter to your l4ordship on this subject, I endeavoured to 
point out some of the many injurious consequences arising from a 
system whose only defence is its Iona continuance or antiquity— its mle 
recommendation its siipposed necessity ; no other means having yet been 
successfully used for niariiiing40ur ships. That it has been the practice to 
man our fleets by impressment in time of wa^ ever since Britain possessed 
a navy, I shall not dispute ; but I certainly am by no means convinced that 
in any time of war bbretofore, every 4 >racticable method was tried to pro- 
cure men for the navy without resorting to impressment ; for, if. bounties 
were occasionally given to seamen to enter, these bounties were very small, 
and they were thus limited, because if they were not accepted the men 
could he tnk*en, could be impressed, and none required ; neither was there 
any pension or reward bestowed, except to the wounded, until the termi- 
nation of the Jute war, when it was your Lordship’s wise and excellent 
policy to extend this reward to long service and meritorious exertions. I 
think, my Lord, by increasing these bounties, and properly regulating and 
extending these pensions for long services, and by the adoption of entries 
for more limited services, very much might be done to diminish, at least, if 
not do away altogether the necessity for impressment; aitd if this could be 
done, surely it would be matter of joy and rejoicing to every Englishman, 
, and would justly confer more honour on the name of that man who accom- 
plished it, than if he had even gained the most brilliant victories. With 
regard to entering men for limited service, it has been stated, and un- 
doubtedly with a great deni of justice, tliat if seamen were entered to 
serve for five or seven years, and if, at the expiring of that period, the war 
is not over, much inconvenience would arise to the service from discharging 
our seamen, perhaps at the very moment when our fleets w^ watching 
those of the gpetny-; to obviate this diffioulty, therefore, the men must be 
efther retained contrary^to agreement, if they will not re-enter, or we roust 
at once enter thcirf to serve during the war, and until their ships are paid 
oflf after its conclusion ; by doing so government will obtain the important 
and valuable service of the seamen qs long as wanted; and the seamen are, 
in fact, little if at all affected by such a change of period ; because, when C 
nominated seven as the number of years for service, I adverted entirely to 
the ordinary duration of wars, and it may often happen, that their period 
of service will be shortened and not in4;reased by entering them for service 
during the war. 
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This is by far the heaviest objectioo I have yeb heiird lo the plan of 
limited service, and I hope 1 have been able to remove it. Perhaps, my 
, Lord, you may l»e ourprisod to hear, that^ it is nearly an hundred yeere 
since tlie imptdicy and hardfhip of the system of impressment very seriously 
attracted the attention and incurred the reprehension, not of the public 
only, but even of the Board of Admiralty itself, as appears from an esccllent 
naval work, compiled by Josiali Burchett, Esq. then secretary to the 
Admiralty, under the title of** A Complete History of the most Remark- 
able Transactions at Sea, Ac. Ac.*’ A part of this valuable work is devoted 
to the explanation of the duties of all public officers connected with the 
naval department and, in fact, nothing Mongingto the service is omitted. 
The following valuable extracts from this work, I think, may be proper and 
useful now to quote—** Touching tkt sea-faring people of Great Britain* 
Having said thus much relating to the navy itself, let us, in the next place,' 
consider the circumstances of the sea-faring men of Great Britain; a race 
of people who, as ihej/ are the most valuabtef because thi/leeta wherein the^/ 
serve are our chif defence^ to, eonsequentfyf the greatest cure ought to he 
taken to treat them in such a manner as that it may tnemiragt their increase, 
and leave them as little room as possibk Jor complaints of hardships. I do 
heartily wish that some such iiieiliods could be come at as niiglit eflectually 
contribute hereunto; for, as they are a body of breie men, subjected to 
the greatest hazards and dangers, not only from the enemy, but from many 
quarters liesides, so may they with kind usage be wrought upon, and induced 
with uncommon cheerfulness to serve their country and look death in the 
face on all occasions ; wherefore, since they are so intrinsiCfilly valuable 
in tliemselves, all that is possible should be done towards rendering the 
public service both easy and desirable to them. If some other method 
could be found out to bring them into the service of the crown, when there 
shall be occasion, than that which hath for so many years been practised, 
of/orciag great iiimibers thereunto by impressment, as it would doubtless- 
be much more agreeable, so might it induce numbers of young people to 
betake themselves to a seafaring life, who now shew a total dislike thereto 
on that account : such method might probably be come at, either by a 
general registry, which besides adequate enconrngement, ought to carry 
with it penalties also, or in some other way less grievous than pressing ; 
until this shall take place, however, it may be now proper to advise those 
gentlemen who shall be employed in raiiiiig men for the fleet, to cause 
them to be treated with all possible care and tenderness, that so they muy 
be induced with the greater cheerfulness to perform tlieir duty to their 
king and country.” ^ r 

Again, under the head of** The inconveniehee of mprissitig uamen, and“ 
registering of seafaring menf Mr. Burchett says, “ The present metliod 
of impressing men for the royal navy is not only attended witK great incon- 
veniencies to the men themselves, but it a}so causes very great interrup- 
tion to trade; for, very often, when there hath been occasion for an extra* 
ordinary number of men to serve in the fleets, It hath been found necessary 
to put almost a total stop for some time to the sailing of all outward 
bound ships : whereas, if some lueasurcs could be taken by a rcgjivtO 



iifore8ud,«rotlier^]fle|.8oas to^ORw at the eectaia knowledge of e¥er]r 
eeaman or eea-faring man in the kingdom; together with tho»r agei anil 
deacriptionB, andiliatandi an acooant ware, from time«to time, kept con^ 
plate and perfect, aa tb^ shall «ar 3 f from death or other circumitances, at 
a particular office to be established for tbe^purpose, the Lord High Admiral, 
ordommissioners for executing that office^ might not only be constantly 
informed what numbers are actually in the nation, but an account mi^t 
likewise be kept, from time to time, of winch of them am employed in the 
king’s or merchant service, and when they shaU have been djs^arged from 
the ohe or other, with the period of their lervioe, Ac. Ac. Besides, it 
might be so provided for, that after Imving been employed a cer.^i time 
ip tlie service of the crown, they should be tAcn relieved of all negations 
to serve again, eiicept by voluntary entry, or in very great exigences, when 
the whole naval force was put in requisition ; such occasions might be xare, 
but ought, neverthelAs, to be provided for. Somewhat of this kind, if 
properly set on foot, would be of singular benefit to all concerned in time 
of war ; for the government would not be ppt to more expense than now 
in. raising seamen, even if they granted small bounties, and the merchant^ 
would be relieved fftitn the heavy losses they are liable to from their ships 
being detained for men ; and the seamen themselves, knowing ex.'ictly how 
they stood, and whether they were subject td detention or not, would in 
most cases clioose to make out their periods of service to government in 
time of ivnr* voluntarily* As g thing of diis sort is of such a nature as tq 
require no small application to render it efiectual, I have only hinted at it 
here; hut if it shall be judged proper to put in practice, and it shall please 
God to bless me with. the continuimcc. of life and health, I will most 
readily* contribute -all I ain able towards establishing what, in my humble 
opinion, may so gceatly tend towards the good of my country.” 

Such, my Lord, were the views taken, aud such the opinions held by the 
worthy Mr. Burchett, who-, was leeretery of the Adnuraity in 1720 — an 
iHindrcd years ago: and, although. little cliangc seems to have been e&cted 
in the mode of raising men for the navy since that time, yet the truths 
he states, and the inferences he draws are not the less worthy of attentive 
end serious consideration nov; Jie is aware of, and clearly states the evils 
and inconveniences of iropressrnont, and pi opfMies remedies. The passage 
1 have quoted only came under my eye a few days ego, and 1 was both 
astonjshed and pleased to 6iid such a coincidence of opinion between the 
quondam secretary and wbot I took the liberty of stating to y^ur Lordship 
in my former letter ; there are, however, two things orrutted in his plan of 
ameliai'ation, which !• think quite indispensable at the present time, 
"wliatever migl)t Rave been *tbe case in his day ; vir* fair bounties on 
entering into ilie service, und sumetbing in the shape of balf-pay or pension 
to those wholiave faithfully served their king and country a certain number 
of years, on Iteing discharged ; already, my Lord, you have the honour and 
satisfriction of having introduced the latter method of reward and encou* 

* 1 trust our present learned and able Secretaries will do the same. 

ea6C Ci)con. Voi. xxxix.. .t 
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rftgsetntnt ; «Dd» extending it aom^hat furthar,^! hbve no ik>iibt it may 
be oMily rendered a sure meana of reuininf^ seamen for the king's serrice ; 
bat, ill all future wars, I trust the country will see our seamen rewarded, 
and the pensions pro\*ided ^ for from a fund which I cnnceire they are 
entitled tu consider, and the country will henceforth look to, as the means 
of providing in some degree for their comfort and support, when war is 
over ; that fund, my Lord, is ** Ike droits of AdmiroUif/* 

Having now ssbinitted to your Lordship some of the opinions I hold on 
this iinpontAQt subject, I should not wiah to encroach further on your 
attention than is necessary, and shall, therefore, briefly recapitulate the 
alteratjans I would recommend— no( to be made without due and ample 
coDsiciffation, but to be submitted for consideration to Parliament from 
your Lordship’s Honourable Ekiard ; they me as follows — 

1st. The relieving from iinpre&sinent all seamen w'ho have already 
served in the royal navy for seven years; if, however, tlie exigencies of the 
serx’ice require it, all seamen to be still wt the call ol' tiicir king and 
country, but lo be discharge^ again us soon as possible. 

2dly. j\ll seamen who have not served seven years, and who shall not 
enter on bounty, to be still liable to taken to scrvle'in nine of war. 

3dly. iiandsoine bounties to be given to those who vohnUarily enter 
to serve during the war, amJ’certaiii allowances or retaining pensions to be 
allowed them, on being paid off, after serving in the ro^al navy so many 
years (say seven) fuitiilully and with good ciiaructers. 

4tbly. Registers of scameu lo be kept at each port of the United Kirj,- 
dom by the Collectors of the Customs, every ship>master regutariy furoish* 
^iig tire names and descriptions of his men, &c. 

These are the principal points for consideration so far ns impressment: 
is concerned ; and to these 1 mean at present chiefly to confine myself; 
but 1 cannot avoid remarking, and agreeing entirely with Mr. Urquliarl, 
that much appears wanting to render coiuplotc and effectual the sysiqm of 
our marine law and policy generally, and, i tru^t, considering the lament- 
able and destitute state of so many seamen in the metropolis during the 
present season, the coiisiderutiou of these no less iniporlant objects will net 
be lost sight of by that generous and lnil)L bcnevulcut body of gentlemen 
who fumi tiie Connnitiee' for iiivestigaiiiig and relieving their wants; it 
not present relief' alone that will satisfy these exertions, I hope, that they 
uiil point out also what is waiitiiig, and necessary to prevent a recur^ 
fence of sn^iilnr misery,* permit me, my L«ird, to suggest to you and this 
Committee the iosiitution of having Bunks for seamen. 1 tiiitik that much 
money formerly squandered tiy sailors at all iiiner>, but especially during 
war, would be there dep.isitcd, were they e^abiished within their reach, M 
tbe ptincipal sea-ports; and in times like the last and present years, whai 
relief, what advantage might not have been tliereby afforded. 

I trust, my Lord, tlic scenes wc have so lately seen may have made a 
deep impression on all honourable and benevolent minds, and have con- 


* The Admiralty Board uever can conteniplaie llivse scenes with iodifll[vici\cc. 

*1 know it does not. , 
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vinccd the^nderfttandtpg 9 of all naif^l, mercantile, aad* patriotie many of 
the necessity which now exists for investigatinf; these ii|iportaat matters, 
fuWif, aftentively, and diipattionfftefy. This, in my opinion, can be only 
done ^ffectoally in a committee of the legislatur^e ; and I trust and ardently ^ 
hope that the present session will not pass away without our marine Jaws 
and policy being brought under consideration. In forwarding surli an 
investtgatioo, ynur Lordship will derive ao small honour for what you have 
already done, and will, I hope, receive every support and encouragement 
tn continuing to do marc, for it is very obvious that more ^mains to be 
done, and that without the sanction and approbation of Parliament, yoaa 
Lordship and the Board may wish tp pause before making improvements 
whereby a system so long acted on may lequire to be changed or modi^ed; 
Before I conclude, I certainly wish to bestow my humble tribute of appro- 
bation on your Lordship's attention to two points of duty, both very impor- 
tant, and so anxiously looked for by all patriotic naval and scientific men ; 
these are, giving orders foi^the immediate construction of larger and 
heavier ships of the line, and for the equipment of vessels to proceed this 
spring in voyages oi discovery to Davises Straits and Greenland. 

In approving of ttiese things, my Lord, I have the highest pleasure and 
gratification: and be assured, that this is the common feeling oPyour 
gallant countrymen. Let us, my Lord, be vigilant^ assiduous, and diligent, 
in correcting errors and guarding against future dangers, and all will 
W n elL 


While Heaven in mercy deigns to smile 
Propitious on her favorite isle, 

United— firm — and free— 

The threats of foes are wild and vain ; 
Iifot e*cii the world lu arms shall gain 
The empire of the sen. 


Still shall Britain's wooden walls continue to endure every storm, and 
prpve impregnable to every foe. 

I am, 


Your Lordship's obedient humble Servant, 




Original Letter of Admiral Lord Nelson, ^ 

m 

MY DEAR ■ ^ Wictory, off' Toulon y Oct, 1803. 

letter*of July 21st came to me m the Ciulrlers, Sir Wiliiatn 
■M-, Bolton ; and 1 assure you that I feel very nioch obliged by yqur kind 
hint, but 1 dn not believe one wo^ of your informatiem ; malicious liars 
are always travelling about doing evil : if he comes out here [ shall be 
heartily glad to sec him. 1 toeli know his reasons fur coming out, and even 
■ ■ * , was he an ill disposed man, could that hurt me ; can my mind 

be turned against my King by any bgings on the earth : besides, what is 
ciierf to find out here, only what he knows, and every man m England and 
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the Fleet f[nows,*tfiRt f will lij^ thejPrench fleet the nomettl*! can get at 
them. I have bo pliiiif tfl divulge, find ifl had, I should not pat h in any 
man’s power to give information ; in linisi, I believe the gentleman to be as 
lojml and attached to the King and Country -as you or I are; if lie, is not, 
whj do not ministry take him up. My dear — , ^ome d ■■■ ■d 
babbiting ras(;^is are in our turns pulling us to pieces, you, I, him, and 
others. 1 shall close by my old expression — The^ be 


In the Fleet T have nut seen a French flag since my joining ; nor dor 1 
expect it, unless the enemy put to sea : our gales of wind are incessanl^ 
and you know that I am ne\*er well cn bad weather ; but patience, I hope, 
will get me through it. Sir Alexander Ball is very well, but I should rather 
think he would be glad to be in the navy again. I am at this moment con- 
foundedly out of humour; a vessel has been spoke, that says she has seen a 
fleet six days ago off Minorca, and it is so thick thatf we cannot get a look 
itito Toulon, and blowing at this moment sf Levanter. Imagine my feel- 
ings, but I am, my dear ■■■! ■ , most truly your obliged and faithful 

friend, 


On rounding the Sterne of otr Men of Wur, 

MR. SOITOR, 

T^IEVER having heard of the intention of the Board of Admiralty ir> 
JL V increase the force of our men of war, by rounding, or Dutchtfying, 
our ships’ stetns, I confess I read, not without dismay and displeasure, a 
paragraph in the papers, mentioning that the Kent was already in hand, and 
that the plan was to be generally adopted ; being at a distance, I am 
anxious to apply to you, Mr. Editor, or to any of the gentlemen of the 
dock-yards, for particulars. ^ 

I can scarcely myself lielieve, that any set of men would consent to dis- 
figure and to disgrace the look and appearance of our fine ships, by de- 
priving them of what constitutes one of their peculiar beauties ; vie. a full 
stem, but ^ther over decorated ; nor possessing more accommodation 
Chan is required : my objection, liowevcr, principally upplieiti to the adop- 
tion of any plan which will disfigure our ships so n^uch us this will unque^ 
tionabiy do; and for what purpose, I woulduibk ? perhaps to enable them 
to cope with the American TVs. Surely, Mr. Editor, they have not yet so 
many of that class, as very much to alarm us; mid as surely I am df opi- 
nion, we ought to build new sinps on their models^ and their Jorce, and 
not make ourselves the laughing stock of Europe, and America too, by 
pursuing this novel and ridiculous plan of rounding our ships’ sterns, t' us 
making them look like a parcel of HutcH or Danieli transports, but quire 
unlike the uoble and majestic, the proud and towering, or tlie gay aud 
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light appeflfttince o^Brilish men of w%r> Ojs they existed ^ the days of Howe, 
St. Vincent, Duncan, or Nelson. * ^ • 

On Voyages ^ Discovery, 

ICR. EDilM, December 2d, tS 17, 

I WAS happy to observe it stated in the papers, that government meant 
to fit out an expedition for the purpose of atte[iipting*a North West 
passage, in consequence of the favourable appearance which tlic ice pre- 
sented last year, some foreign ships employed at the whale fishery having 
penetrated to a higher latitude than bad ever been reached before. I hope^ 
Mr. Editor, both this statement, and also what I have heard relative to 
preparations for a Voyage of Disco\ cry on a large scale to the South Seas, 
is correct : for although our ^^ttempts to explore the interior of Africa,' un- 
dertaken by the amiable and unfortunate Park, Tuckey, and Campbell, 
have not been crowned with success, yet itfs to be hoped the exertions to 
be used in prosecutong useful and scientific iliscoveries in other quarters, 
would be mucli more successful ; and on some future occasion, 1 |loubt 
not, some other followers in the road to fame will attain what the gentle- 
men before mentioned have sacrificed their lives in the noble pursuit of* 
It will, indeed, be matter of great surprise, if during peace. Great Britain 
should be the last naval power to undertake expeditions for useful disco- 
very : we are not ignorant, that France, Kussia, and America have already 
got the start of us in point of time, as large expeditions from all these 
countries have already proceeded to their respective destinations. What 
can be so delightful to the minds of our young naval officers, as being etp- 
ployed in the purstiit of such noble objects, whilst the European wuild,|ihp- 
pily remains at peace ? What can contribute so much lo make them able 
officers, and scientific practical bcaineo and navigators, as expeditions for 
nautical research and discovery P and whilst I would urge by every argu- 
ment (but surely to an enlightened Board of Admiralty these are unne- 
cessary) the fitcjng out such expeuiiions, I would also suggest the utility of 
our men of war employed in tfic liuliaii Seas being engaged in surveys of 
the different coasts and shoals which iiave proved so destructive to our 
aliips; and it is equally necessary that those on the West India and North 
American stations should undertake the same useful work on the coast of 
Newfoundlaud, and around the Bahamas, where so tnnn^ shipwrecks, 
attended with the most distressing circumstances, so repeatedly have hap- 
• pened, many of tWm of rec^t dale* * 

Your’b, &c. . 


^/i 


hfunud* 
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* Mr. Urj^hart in lUpfy to Mr, Lyafl, 

MR. EDITOR, ^ 

I OBSERVE in your last number for January, a reply by Mr. Lyall to a 
pan of my letter,* addressed to the Ship Owner's Society. 1 beg in 
the first place to observe, that the leading subjects of my letter were the 
fundamental priiiciples and duties of the Corporation of tif^frinity HoutCf 
which Mr. L. has carefully avoided to mention. 1 therefore send you for 
publication, the answer which I have received from the Ship Owners' 
Society, to my letter before mentioned. On which, after returning my 
most grateful thanks to them for their gracious condescension in taking my 
letter into their most deliberate consideration, I have only to add at this 
time the following brief remarks. 

When Buonaparte first attempted to conquer the powers of Europe, he 
adopted a new system of military tactics, by which, he accomplished his 
purpose. To do away the evils of impressmo'it, undoubtedly requires some 
system which has never yet been adopted. 

Had I offered my opinions on the subject of the Corporation of the 
Trinity House, in a private letter to the Ship Owners** Society in the first 
instance, .instead of expressing them at their late general meeting in Sep- 
tember last, and afteruards publishing them through your Chronicle, 
it cannot be doubted, that they would, in imitation of great men in office, 
have returned a polite answer to my cominunicntion, without ' taking any 
further notice of the subject, except in so far as it might hi reai'ter prove 
beneficial to their particular interests. This, I hope, will plead an apoTogy 
to the public, for my indecorojis condnet^i^ if such it cun be deemed, 
towards them, and wliicli they have so generously and fethngly over- 
looked. 

In due time, and at my convenience, I intend to offer some further 
remarks upon it, Knd try that patriotic spirit they profess to indulge towfir^s 
tlieir country, and Di'iti.<>h seamen, by publicly, not privately^ submitting 
a specific case, not readily to be evaded, for their deliUeraU considcrafton : 
and whicli, I presume, will prove my assertions, that tin* Corporation of 
the Trinity House requires a public invest igat ion y both as regards its pre- 
sent measures, and the principles upon which it was founded ; the object of 
these are the good of the country in all its maritime concerns, and partiew- 
Jarly as regards the seamen of this realm. 

, 1 am, &c. &c. 

« 

Feb, 16, 1818. ^ ^ ^ 


• Vide vdl. itKviii. p. 38?, 

f 1 have no doubt, when Nelson broke the line at the battle of Trafalgar, 
that Frcnclimeii deenud his actions indecorous ; and 1 have no doubt the Covo- 
ration of the 1 Viuity House arc of the i^amc opinion with respect te my actioui 
towtrtli thcoi. 
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• . (COPY.) 

SAip Owner\ SocStty, Slh January^ 1818. 

The Committee have had under consideration your letter of the 9th ult. * 
and itf incloiures ; and although' your having Caused copies of them to be 
published in the Naval Chronicle previously to sending them to the Com- 
mittee, and indulged in personal allusions, has occasionecbthcm some §u:« 
barrassinent, since, by such proceeding, they feel that they should have 
been justified in not taking any notice whatever of your communications ; 
yet the Committee, giving you full credit for a sincere and afdent desire to 
promote the welfare of British seamen ; and being anxious to avail then.- 
selves of the opinions and experience of a gentleman who has devoted so 
much of his time and thoughts to ;hat subject, have, ii: this instance, dr. 
termined to overlook what, upon reflection, they are sure you will feel to 
be the indecorum of^ your procecdutg ; and have accordingly taken your 
duid statements into their mu^t deliberate consideration. 

Upon much of your letter, the Committee feel themselves at a loss to 
make nut the specific object at which you ai(h : two points, however, they 
comprehend; viz, • 

1st. That, ill your opinion, they should have commenced their labours 
by endeavours to procure the abolition oT the practice of impressing 
seamen. 

•• 

2tlly. That they should petition Parliament to interfere to correct 
certain abuses or negligenctes into which the Trinity Board have fallen. 

Upon the first point, the Committee desire to remark, that as the evil of 
iTiprcssmcnt ceased with the war, or was at least suspended by the peace, 
loe immediate investigation of the subject did not appear to them to be 
necessary ; bur, on the contrary, they were of opinion, that it w'ould have 
been unseasonable, at a peiiod when so many other important and pressing 
matters ref]uired all the attention which it was in their power to bestow. 

The Committee 'are nevertheless of opinion, that the subject is one 
vbhich it may be highly expedient for them at some future time to take into 
consideration ; and they will at ail times be grateful for any information Or 
£.aggcsli(Mis wliich you may be fileased to favour them with. 

With rcgaid to the 2d point, the Committee desire me to observe, that 
admitting that cases of neglect or mismanagement on the part of tlie Elder 
Brethren can he shewn, or may aiise, in which it may be proper fo> the 
Committee to interfere, it would he at least premature in Aiem to adopt '' 
any procecSing, until some specific and clearly substantiated charges shall 
, be brought agaiii^ tha*t Boai^, whiej) they do not find to have been done in 
your present communications. 

. 1 am clirei^ted in conclusion to add, that although the Committee will be 
ready at all times to perform their duties to the Ship Owners, by exerting 
rliemselves to remedy evils by which the shipping interest may be preju- 
diced, regardless of who may be the official parties affected by such exer- 
tions ; yet they will never inientionaily become instrumental to the casting^ 
of reflections upon any man, or set of men, without the fullest conyiction 
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that their complaiiv^a arc well founded ; nor will thq^ Intcntionatij interfere 
in any matters whatever, uniil* they shall be satisfied that they come within 
the scope of their ^uty ; as « Committee of British Ship Owners. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, • 

Vour very obedient humble servant, 

Thomas Vrquha%i, Esq. (Signed) 

Secretary. 


Ccmtmcndalion of /i recent Work caUed ** The Jlctrospcct.” 

MR. EDiTOE, Yorkshire, mUt January, 1818. 

I MPRESSED with a sense of obligation for your ufircniitiing exertions in 
defence and support of tlic royal navy/ev^ery month giving some new 
proof of the increasing worih.of this impartial tehicic of general informa- 
tion, whether considered as a record of maritime events, or as a channel 
of universal instruction ; and influend^d exclusively by the sincerest regard 
for the welfare and improvement of our naval service (for the truth of 
which I appeal to the Searcher of all hearts), I take the liberty to request 
you will be so kind as to do me the favour of inserting this l^ter in the 
N.C. for February, as 1 am particularly anxious to recommend to all 
mariners a most useful and interesting book, addressed Co naval oibders, 
which lias recently fallen into my hands, entitled, The Retrospect (price 5s.) 
written under the name of Aliquis, by a gentleman who was once a 
lieutenant in the navy. It is calculated to instruct every naval character in 
his first Skud most important duty, and was it uiorc gcncnvlly known that 
such an excellent work existed, I feci satisfied that it would be read with 
infinite delight, and might, I trust, prove highly beneficial to inutiy. I 
assure you, Sir, my sole motive for venturing to name this book is, that 
others may participate in the enjoyment 1 have experienced from meeting 
with it ; and I do not liesitate to say, that it would afford me considerable 
pleasure to learn, that it has found its wa^on board every ship a* float. 

Tliat 1 may not be accused of sinister motives for thus intruding myself 
on the attention of your readers, it may be proper for roe to observe, time 
I have not the happiness of knowing wlio is the autlior of it; which asser- 
tion may more easily gain credence, when you are informed, that I have 
^ lately returned from a foreign station, after being absent for ten years ; 
my absence, however, hast by no means n^ade n&e iniliiferent to the roajl 
interests of my countrymen ; on the contrary, I return with inexpressible 
. gratitildc, more than ever convinced, that England ispre-emin^eiitly favoured 
by blessings peculiarly Jier own, for which, whether considered as a nation 
or individually, we cannot be suffici^tly ibankiul to the Great Disposer of 
^1 things. 


emo4. 
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Cow panion to Thc$%al^*$ Curious Letter, ^ 

MR. EDirOR, ^ ^ 

^J^jJSERVrNG in your last volume of the C. p. 460, a list of a great 
iKiinbcr of the ships of our navy, in a letter frorn Mr. Rvdor, sent 
tlirough J’hessaly, I thought it was a pity that on Sf) large ^ list of officers as 
we have, Lhat^lflbrew was not seiected from it Uj man one of them, if even 
for u pIcasurc*boat, in these times* of Peace ; :,o iviihoift more ado, I put 
mysolt on one of iny Father's yon;?^coacii-ii<)i'ses,and set out for herkeley^ 
whcie I thought, as 1 had to travel Wtsly I ^holild avoid the sight of the 
Savigk, and criitd sport of a rabhit Warren, uliere a party were assembled 
vjth a Strnlk and his wdlV, who was a great Trolloft, to w'ash and clean their 
guns a<, fast as they were fouled by the incessant firing at the rabbits, 
whicb, in spite of my efforts to avoid sc. ing, I could not help it. 

It being time for*general sport, 1 had little further to go before I saw a 
genth'maii pull an amazing large Ttsh out of a river, and on inquiry who he 
w'as, was told he was a Kmght Commander of the Hath, lately from Jij- 
tnouth, to enjoy the more pleasant fishing in that iivcr ; but the cold he 
had taken, nearly requiring a CotPn for him, he was advised to go to the 
Bri.stol Hot Wvlli for the recovery of his hcniili. *. • * _ 

A shoe coming off my hoise’s foot, I stopped al the sign of the Martin^ 
and sent for a Swtlh, who shod him so well, iliut he now' tiavelled with, me 
like a IJunter of Stirling worth; nay, too gay for me by half, set off in 
full gallop, took me over a Sawt/cr in iiis pit, ami for ail tiie Gould in toe 
world, 1 could not stop him without the risk ot knocking myselfto •SViireri!: 
blit an honest old Tj/ler, who stood near a Lake which I had to pass, came 
up ill a most Manli/ manner, and taking my horse by the bridle, said, no- 
body should Bur^ a man wlio fell from a horse, wlidc be couUI stop the 
lork mail without the assistance of Ins friend at iLa^mcU, (who was a 
Gm dntr,) though it was going in full speed. 

Tiiinking myself ycry lucky, and as Imppy as a Kinf^ at this unexpected 
release, I dismounted and walked on Foo^ a liiile, getiiiig under the Lee 
of n glove of tiec.>», but happening to scratch rnv agaiuiji a furze bu‘’h 

growing against a lingcr-post p§iniing the road to Durnow, I rubbed it, in 
the Hope of its being but a tnllie, but to mv sorrow, it became very painful ; 
aad to add to my troubles, I Imd torn my gaiter*i, and was obhaed to get a 
Tuylur at the Broun Bear and P^Iortin, a small public bou^e.• kept by a 
Curpcaiery who is ft Mooi , and rents his 1)00*10 of a Scott, • 

A Cere Icing put in my gaiu; > I now felt myself a? plump as a /?*/// 
^and I gave a yo\^iig Gc^sctiji such a crack witli my wiiip, rlmt the owner 
threatened an acrion against mo, saying, he w^*, u relation nf the Master ot 
the Roils, by way of intimidating me. I, however, told him, hb muiht 
Lod, up such nonsciise from rn<5, that he was a Young Bear, ami nil hiS 
sorruw.s were to come, and thnl he and all iii^. Chancery relations were a 
pack of d— d stupid Fellons, and was so xr\M at hm tolly, as well as 
my <)v\n, tiuit I turned about my horse, and rode tumu* aLUiin. 

As I only propose llie?e gentlemen ^bcing Adrn.r.il*,) to laun one of thi 

IT^iab. ?Ej?ron< Vol. XXXiX., t 
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Royal yatehsi I ihall noar endeavour to give you a sloop of waffs crew of 
Pest Captains, or a frigate!s dmw with Captains and CommanderSi and 
nazt a 74's crew from the Lieutenants. 



State of the British Navjf in 1754. • 

M a. EDITOR, ' SOM Fek 18 18. 


O BSERVING that there is at present a considerable degree of discus- 
sion prevailing with respect to the great diminacion of our navy, and*; 
the defective state of our newest ships, I think it may perhaps be useful to 


furnish you with 

a statement of the British Navy as 

it stood in the year 

1754, nearly 70 years 


in order that by^ompnring 

; it with our present 

force, it may be 

seen 

whether the apprehensions now 

prevailing, are veil 

or ill founded. 





1 Ship of 

no 

guns, .4 Slrips of 44 

5 

of 

100 

36 

of 40 

13 

of 

90 

42 

of 20 

8 

of 

80 

4 

of 18 

5 

of 

74 

2 

of 16 

39 

of 

70 

11 

of 14 

4 

of 

66 

13 

of 18. 

34 

of 

60 

2 

of 10 

3 

of 

54 



38 

of 

50 

114 



130 of the line, besides bombs, fire-ships, and tenders* 

From this statement it will appear, that we Imd tlien 130 sail of the line, 
(50 gun-ships being then taken into it,) and 80 frigates ; our force at pr^ 
tent is not, I apprehend, greater. I am afraid, even including ships on tbe 
stocks, we have not quite so many of the line, and our number of frigates 
at the greatest, is not by any means sufficient, when we recollect, tha^ 
before Me conclusion of the war in 1814, we had in commission 160 sail 
of line, and a still greater number of frigates ; and that our force now 
ifiBucod so much, (fully one-half,) then stood as follows 

Of the line, 50*i and frigates. 


In commission... 

-151 

.. 175 

Ordinary .... ... 

. 70 

75 

Building ....... 

« 

.24 

.. 18 

• 


252 

868 


Besides sloops, &c. in all above One Thousand sgil. ^ 

From this statement, every one may clearly perceive how the matter 
stands, that active and unremitting exertiofls are necessary to increase our 
navy, and to bring it into such a state of effifjiericy, as may enable us to 
contemplate the aggression of any gumber of enemies without apprehen- 
sion* I have forwarded to you, Mr. Editor, these statements, because 1 
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consider the obserVatipns ofEoKur well entitled to consideration, and tniii 
our naval rulers will not fail to comply, as'soon as possible, wiUi the united 
wishes of the country, on a subject so deeply*i^teresting to it ; for however 
serene the aspect of affairs may be at present, we ought to be fully and* 
speedily prepared to preserve our maritime supremacy, and this we may 
find it difficult to do (brave and zealous as are our officers andeeamen}) 
with a limited numlier of sliips — or ships not possessing equal powers and 
force will) tliese of our rival. 



On our Naval Three, <5c. 

MR. coiTon, , February 10, 1818. 

T PERCEIVE with great« satisfaction, that the attention of tlte public, 
^ and the feeling* of nation, (and it is a truly English feeling) is 
completely roused, and become quite alivc*to the rapid progress which die 
United States of America arc mqking in acquiring a navy;— some time 
ago, I mentioned my conviction, that this was from every appearnpee the 
decided determination of the American gosernment, and the tmited wish 
of the people, encouraged greatly, no doubt, by llieir easy success in the 
last war, tthich led them to think they had only to persevere, in order to 
become masters of tijc ocean; but, Sir, before its close, these gallant 
officers, Sir Philip Broke, and Captains Hope, and Hillyar, gave them in 
their turn, a lesson of experience, and showed them that however the 
British Lion may slumber, when roused io nctioTif he is and must be Kinf^ 
and Britain, now put on her guard, will maintain the empire of the sea in 
despite of all her foes. 

^icvertlieless she roust be active and watchful; having seen the power, 
and ascertained the views of her trans-atlantic brethren, she must (except 
her councils are mhguiilcd more than 1 hope and believe they will be), make 
immtdiale and adequate preparation, so'that when the day of trial and con- 
test shall again arrive, she may possess full means in powerful ships, and 
willing and determined crews, headed by her chosen and experienced 
officers, to give a good account of her enemy. The observations made on 
this interesting subject in your last Number, by Iron Gun, and an Half- 
pay Ojfficer, in consequence of the arrival of the Franklin (as 1 ventured to 
predict would be the case), are, in roy humble opinion, uelt deserving the 
attention of those ii^ power, who sit at tbe helm. It is in vain for us to 

• expect success Commensurvitc with our wi^ies, with our present ships, 
against such mighty odds; wc must build without delay ships of corespond* 
’mg size aneb power ^ all clashes, then, with such officers and men as 
Britain possesses ** whnt enemy shall prevail against us?’' Then only, 
however, shall we be fully prepared. If we remain blind and careless, 
sooner or later the sceptre of the Ocean will drop from our grasp. Tbe 

* country is now fully alive to this grea| truth ; and, when the naval estimates 
came before Parliament, I am persuaded, money will be readily granted to 
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begin and carry 6o*^lus nccessvy and truly nationil object. 1 am per- 
suaded also, the Board of Admiralty |Dust be well abre to these conside- 
^radons. I will elose thtbe- faw remarl^s, with expressing my satis- 
factibn at seeing several fdgates and sloops commissioned at the present 
moiu^t, w'hich will bc’the judicious means of giving epaployment to many 
<»r tlie"^oor seamen no^ so happily relieved by4ihe great exertions of the 
community, and of the committee in particular, who have p^ved them- 
selves truly the seamen's friends. I am also glad to observe, that as Sir 
Chuiles Peuroic, (who is a good officer) is soon to be relieved, he is to be 
biirceeded bv one of the present valuable as'sistaiits at the Board of; 
Adiniralry, Sir Giahain Moor : tlij5 Mediterranean is an important station 
on many at couuts, and he is the very man todiave that command. 1 hope 
a successor worthy of him, will occupy* his vacant seat: much important 
business must occupy the attention of that Board even during peace, and 
able naval advisers ought always to he seated there. 

I hope, Sir, that in fitting nut our ships for foreign stations, every 
attention will henceforth be paid, m order that they may not shew any 
inferiority in any rc'^pect, to tlie ships 4 >f other power^ to tliis inferiority 
Biitain is unaccustomed, and all economy founded on that, is false, 
imf}olfli*c,.*nncl niinous. Our/orce on cveiy foreign station, ought to^Jc 
respectable, and correspoiidiug to the imviil power and superiority of 
Bntuin. ’ 


MANUSCRIPT FROM ST. HFJ.ENA. 

[lIlANbLATED r.V THE EDITOR.] 

I 

[Til# following Sketch of the Public Life of Buonaparte professes it to have 
been wTitten by himself, ; and, from the si\leand .matter, wc have no 
'reason to doubt it. It comes to us in a ol4>ud ; but the reason of it is 
tissigneci in the second paragraph. It is ccit.uiily not devoid of interest. 
Although the circuinstances are very siighi^y loochcd upon, and especially 
those which terminated his vitv extraordinary career.] 

I \\Uri’K not 'ccmmciifaries, because the events of my reign arc well 
ItrtOwn, and I have thoieforc no public curiosity to graiily. JUywish 
is» merely to pnblisli a summary of lho‘»c eiem», by whicli my chariicicr and 
intentions may liaic been niLcoiibirued by the wo^rld, that my son, and 
fiosterity, may know me as l*was. • 

Tliis is the sole design of the paper which I am thus induced to publish, 
tlioii^i r»y i/n/ircf/ tncanN — as 1 am certain, bbould it fall into, the hands of 
the minh^ers, it would be biitied in their secretaries. 

AdyJife has been so cxtraoidiurry, tlial iviose who have wondered at my 
power have asserted it surpri>»ipg even from inj infancy. My early years, 
iiowever, were not remarkable — as a child,! was merely obi-tinaic and in- 
quisitive. Tlie^ first stage of my cddcation, as it geremlly is in Corsica, 
was a miserable One. I learned French yvith great facility i lom the sulditis 
of the gariibon^ with whom I passed my time. 
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As undertooipwas generallj with a, strong inciiliafton^l was always 

succcssrul«-what1[ willed, 1 willed posidvely..-4lecision was the*pi'oinment 
feature of iny character — I never hesitated ; And this gave me the supe- 
riority«ov^r every one. But the will dependsfon the temperament of the 
iiidividual^neither everyone be master of hiso^n will. 

My disposition led me A detest duplicity. I discerned the truth at first 
sight ; and thus no one could equal me in peuelrating the bottom of things* 
I viewed the world as it is, not as it ought to be. In fliis quality I have 
rarely had my equal ; my disposition inclined me always to live apart from 
the rest of mankind. 

1 never could perceive the advantage of a course of studies, at least I 
have never derived any, except that they taught me method. The roathe- 
tics alone were useful to me ; the rest of my studies 1 pursued from mere 
vanity. ^ 

My intellectual faculties expanded, however, spontaneously— they con- 
sisted oidy in an extraordinary mobility, or vibration of the fibres of my 
brain. I tlinu^iit mucli more rapidly than other men, and had thus always 
more time for refieclion than they ; end here is the whole secret of my pro- 
found rapacity. 

^ly head was too active to be amused with the ordinary dlwerSSnij of 
youLn. N(it that I was ubsolucely inditTcrent to them, but my mind was in 
the inidotcrtf them occupied with things more interesting to me. This dis- 
position threw me into a kind of solitude, in which I encountered nothing 
hut iny own chnughts ; and in this kind of abstraction I indulged, in all the 
\arioiis sisu.itions of my hfo. 

I took great plciisiire in resolving firoldtins, and sought them in the niu- 
tfirmatics — Init I found the class very limited ; I resorted to the 

f and it was there that I laboured with the greatest interest, and made 
:lit grt'.tiest advances. These researches became al iengiii habitual; and to 
tnem is due the great prc;fici(.MiC7 1 made in war and politics. 

X was hy hirili destined to military service, aad was accordingly- placed 
i'j ihe mihiarv scliools; and at the coiiimencemeiit of the revolution ob- 
T.nned a iifuit-iiant's coinirission ; and of all my titles, none ever gave me 
so iinjch pleasure as this, ^'iic vvhole of iny aiiibition was at that time 
In.iited to the one d.iy htiiding a couple of diagoons— a colonel of artil- 
lery appeared to me tlic /le plus ultra of human greatness 

At this tiiiio i was too young to take any serious interest in politics ; I 
had not yc| begun to consider mankind in the mass; 1 neither felt fear nor 
:istoiu:^IinKivt at the d^ordeis of the time, for 1 could not compare it with 
• any other. I aeconiniodirc^d ' myself to ciifsumstances as they occurred, 
and was not nice iii doing so. 

• J tvajj employed witli the army of the Alps. This army did nothing lluit 
an ui my ougli^i do. It was equidly a stranger to discipline and war. I 
was, in fact, in ^irA^Lavrctched school. It is true we had no enemy to 
contend with— our sole business was to prevent the Piedmontese from pas- 
sing the Alps, and theie was nothing more easy than to do it. 

In our cantotimencb all was anarcliy aud confusiou. The soldier paid no 
respect to his oiliccr, nor did t|ie odiccr inspect the genenti : and both 
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Bol4i0n Aid oliivera were du(y dmisaed by tbe JEtdpresentP’.iirei of ibe 
People. Tp jtbe^ W did t^e^irmy ann^ ao> Idea Of pow^.-the 
^ idea whkfh of all oChere W Che..greaUi8t ipduence upoA the buiiiap mrad. 
1^ t^t fittie, MW tV^koger resulting from the iofliienpe of t|^ civff 
p^ff^e overtime Qitlitaiy, and succieeded afterwards in 
l^otteieotSi^ but loquacity alone, gained credit in the army-— all there 
depended on popular favour; and popular favour was only to bO won by 
vdcigsration. I have never fraternized with the sentiments SI the multi- 
tude, M;bich itris necessary to adopt if we would acquire the eloquence of 
the streets* I, therefore, not possessing the talent of moviijg the peoplct 
made Op 6gilre in the army ; I, however, gained more time for reflection* 

I studied Aot ppon paper, but in tlie held. The first time I stood 
fire, WM in a llttlo skirmish on thcsulc pf Mount Genevre. The balls' fell 
thin/^ dnd but few were wounded. I felt no fear, nor was there any cause ' 
lOf It; it, Was evident to me tliat neither side bad any intention that their 
discharges should have any result— they only fired to discharge their coii- 
Sdadbes; and because it is the custom of war* But this nullity of object 
'’^«d roe—ronsM me to resistance. I reconnoitered our ground— seized 
tlicxausquct of a wounded man, and obliged the good man who commanded 
us p ^[^tain to maintain his f re, while I with a dozen men went to cut off 
tlHe retreat of the Piedmontese. 

It appeared to me no difEcult matter to occupy a height which com- 
•^acffTad their position, by crossing through a grove of poplars^vhich shel- 
tered our left wing, pur captain bestirred himself— his men gaitwd ground 
—the enemy fell back; and when< I saw him lose his footing, I brought 
forth iny men* Our fire baffled his retreat— we killed some of his men— , 
made twenty prisoners, and the rest escaped. 

t have related my first military feat, not because to it I owed jny prt)^ ' 
motion to the ran^ of Captain, but because it initiated me in ttic art and 
mystcryof war. I saw tiiat it was easier than is generally helieved- to 
bto an enemy— and that the whole of this great art coiisists, in not groping ‘ 
ottr way to victory, but in attempting always deci-tive inm’emtMUs, because 
it is> hilly thus »hat the enthusiasm of the seddier is excited. 

,^^vin| come off well In niy first atteinpf,f. I considered myself now as a- 
man Of great experience. Henceforth 1 began to feel a strong inclinurion 
^t^ ^^mplOymcnt that so happily fulfilled the measure of my desires. I 
thou|^4 uf nothing else, and resigned myself wholly to the exerdse of 
resolving all 'the possible problems which a field of battle could present. 

1 then wished very much to study war, also from books, but 1 had 
not. 1 b^ab to recollect th'} little I had read ;n hi'wtory, and compared It 
w'ith the scene liefore nie. 1'lius did I form a theory of war, w bich time 
dc;i’jelop^diiud confirmed its efficiency. 

My bfe until tlie blockade of Toulon,* was insignificant.^ \\ this period, 
h6WcVer> I was advanced to the commaqd of batl’.ilion, and in that 
situation ^ind some influence on the success of tlmt blockade* 

Never was an arix^ ^ ^dly commanded as was ours then. In fact, no 
one kiicUr who rouliy» Were"* the coinmknders. The generals presumed not 
to as&i^uo cuminatiKl fpr fear of the representatives of the pcople-^nd 
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these wenReaualty ki fear of the Committee of Public The com- 

missaries rom!chcrt|M^6fficers got drunk, aid the soldiers (^jwrith han- 
ger; btu they append indii&rent— and had^ourage. The dimmer that 
prevailed seemed to render thefh more intrepA than discipline. 1 was 
then cdkivinced that mechanic armit^s are goodie nothiug-^and they after- * 
wards proved so. 

In the camp ^very thing was carried by proposal and acclamation. I 
could not reconcile myself to it; but as I could not present it, I yielded 
with indifference, and proceeded on my own plans as far as I^cbuld« to my 
own purpose. I was perhaps the only one in the army who had any filed 
purpose, and my sole pleasure was in accelerating it. I was coDtinuidly 
occupied in examining both the enemy’s positions and our own. I com- 
pared his physical means with ouri>, and saw that \vc had all, and he had 
none. His expedition was a wretched testimony, that lie clearly foresaw 
the catastrophe ; and no one should ev er consider himself a brave man who 
can see the result before band« 

I considered which were the best points of attack, calculated tlie cooh 
manding distances of our batteries, and pointed out the positions in which 
they should be formefd. The experienced officers thought them dangerous* 
but battles are never won by experience only. I persisted in my dhn^and 
showed ip to Barras: he had been in the Marine, and sneh men although 
they know nothing of war arc always daring. Barras approved of it be- 
cause he wi^ed to .see an end to the affiiir, itnd moreover told the conven- I 
tion that they must not demand an account of legs and arms, but a suc- 
cessful result of the battle. 

My artillerymen were courageou«; and bold, although inexperienced— the 
best quality a soldier can have. Our attacks were successful— tiie enemy 
was intimidated, and no longer dared to attempt any thing against ua. 
They only fired some balls, which fell at random and without effect. Tho 
fire which I directed was more effectual. My zeal was gre?t, for it was sti- 
mulated byuhe^ hope of advancement; but 1 was also much gratified by 
the mere success of the action. 1 spent all my time in the batteries, and 
slept upon our fortifications. Nothing is %veli done but that which is done 
under our personal direction, '^'fie piisuncrs told us tliat every thing went 
to tlte dei'il within the place ; and it was at length, in a most horiid manner 
evacuated. 

We had deserved well of our country, and I was nominated gencnil of 
brigade. 1 was afterwards empla 3 'cd — denounced— dismissed, and ill- 
treated by tlw intrigues of factions. 1 viewed with horror tiie anarchy 
which then had renchej^ its acme — 1 could never be brought to couiiie- 
dance it. A govefiiment ofNssassins, was to ine intolerable. was not 
only a mad government — preying mion instead of proiecting the people— 
it even pre^'ed-^^on itself. It was, a perpetual revolution in which the 
oliiefs tliemselvcsKuew no t how to establUli themselves on any permanent 
basis. "r“" ^ 

A General, but without •mployinent, I went to Paris, because it was 
only there that favour was to be obtuiacd. I attached myself to Barras, 
for to him only I was known, nobespicrc was dcad^ and Barras wa-^ n 
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NAVY. 



Onkred, by The Haii^ af ConiHuonn isdfyntj^ 
j^Contlneed page 


GRGE^WICa HOSPITAL. 

A lthough uo c^rge appears upon the fsttmates^ of any eti0 

u«e of Grecuwbb' Hospit;^!, ittasmach as ydUr CptuiniijPe^^^i^M, 
' hi ready ob^ryed on scale of escdtAmhed allowances to the 
of Chelsea, they ciiiuk themselves called upon to sii^ult IQ 
i^onte observaiioiis respecting the eesablftimicnt mid regnlati^ of 
Grei^nwich. > 


Hie original rdumJation of Hie Eoyal Hospital for Seamen^ at Steen-' 
wicb^ was intended iot«dy hAr iii:>petisioners, and it Continued to be so 
restricted till the year 17(53, when an Act was passed, authorizing ibe 
Commissionersaiid Governoi-s of the Hospital^ to tyrant penshms to seamen 
^ who could nut be received into the Hospital itself, under tiie name of out- 
^ ''^ehsi(jncrs. 


nutuber of those out- pensioners was at first ns wes the rat., 

wLidi was fiaeij at seven pounds per aituUui : a further addition^ 
number was made in the year 1732 and 1783 ; tut not»vithstttnd|ng' 
’'^.^lii'itiicrease, the. whole number, in the ye<ir 1792, appears to liave liada\ 
i^hchlQi^d^o low as 900, and the ex{jcnse to 4^0901. PVoiu that ua!iO4he,o0l« 
pe'Ql^ers have been rapidly mervasing; , in 1802 the number ^as A.4^« 
and the erpimsp 17,975^. ; and in the year 1313 the iininher wa» 
and, lltti expense 30,898/, Tiie nuinberA at pirsont are about 32,000, 
prbbftldc eXpeuse of die present year but httle short <>f 400,000/. 

^ Thia iticrease of charge, though really ema'inous, is not jquitf so gmA^asi 
It ap!pear$« because the ancient establUlMuetit «f wliai was caJi«|jl V 
,€Heat1at Ohathan^” out of gratuides and pensions wye to 

>rseenieii #Qii(ided 'or hurt In his Majesty'S service, waS, ^ ^ 
transferred by thp Act 55 Oeo, III. cap. |. witli it» revenues 
upon ft, ainrmbtirn^ Co about 10,000 pr^foners, |o the 

Tills measiire Wa. '-econiihTuded, your CouitBitlee Js«idei4:ai^ 
obvious jiropiietijt*^ j^didng iu'anpbes of tbw" safii^ 
hitherto been uhoeiccbsarily kc^t dwl^ct, aod 
establidimCnt instead of tw o ; bei^'s'which, 


parliamentary papeh. 


the pension on a nJmbincd view of the wounds, hurts, and of 

Tice was it became absolutely necessary to''’iTniffe tlie control of 


\ llie pensions foTA^unds with that of the pensions for length of service; and 
your Committ'^e are informed, that thisarrnnnement has been attended with 
n saving of expense, partly by putting down the unnecessary estahlishiucnr, 
and partly by checking the granting of double pensions, which could not be 
etfectnnlly prevented us long ns the pensions were grairted by diftcrent 
authorities, and out of separate funds. 

As the Cliest is now inseparably combined with the Ilospitnl, your Coin* 
initice ciiink IC unnectssary to take anV further distinct notice of it, and 
their observations must be undeistoo^l as to apply to the united funds. 

Up to tl?e year 1800, the rate of pension to all out-pensioners was, as 
already stated, 7/. per annum ; and this was granted without any obliga- 
tion, on the part of the Hospital, to considei^ the length of service or the 
characters of the individuals who iniglic apply. ITi the year 1806, the 
legislature ihouglit lit iv> grant to the Hospiill 5/. per cent, on the net pro- 
ceeds of all prizes, to ciiabtc^ as was staled, the Hospital to make piovi- 
aioii for u number of decayed officers. In consequence of this, the coiu- 
mlssioiiers and governors established 70 out-pensions for post captains, 15 
for, c*omnoanders, and 50 for lieutenants; they also established rates of 
pension^ for the seamen and marines, v.irying according to their length of 
service ; the lowest of those rates was 4/. uiid llic highest 18/. 

Tins arrangement was continued till the year 1814 ; when tlie principles 
and regulations which had been estabhsbtd for the army in 1806, were, as 
rrarly as possible, extended to the navy ; and the pensions to llw petty 
and non-cuiuinlss:onc(l oilicers, seamen, and marines, were placed nearly 
on the same fooling us those to the iiun-commissioncd officers and privates 
of liis Majesty’s land forces. 

How fur tills 4«''t extensive alteration may have been requisite, is a point 
upon v\hicir your CuiuniiUee do not lliink it necessary to oD'er any opinion. 
It inu>t be their wi»li, as it has been the uniform endeavour of the govern- 
ment and the Ugishiturc, to iutjirovc, as mucii as possible, the condition 
both of the army and nmy. After such splendid and arduous services as 
they have pcrfoMuid, there can be no innits to this feeling, hut in tlie 
1. lulled means of tlic country. But consistently with this feeling, and 
without reference to any p.iriiciilar proceeding, your Coniiiiittee may be 
allowed lu cxpres'i a doubt, whctiier some uf lire measures founded on the 
avoweil motive of establishing a perfect equality between the army and 
navy, instead of always producing the desired etlcct, may not in some 
degree tend to cxciic iiiviijious coinpari'ioiis, jnixed up, as all such coinpa- 
iiMins must be, with those advantages mid f?]sadvantng& which are peculiar 
1 1 eath service, and in which, from the very nature of things, they never 
can be assimilated. 

Without pursuing this subject furtliejE^.id|U 2 i]r Cj^iliittee think it right, 
liowevcr, to remark, that not only the seamen in the royal navy, but all 
those in the merchants' service, contribute ih part to the formation of tlie 
fund, out of winch tlictc pension *arc paid; and that therefore their claims 
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fn liny iiidulgenfe ;^ra'.itcil gratuitously to the other service, arc very strong. 
The amount of this coiitrihudon, which is at the rate oftJid, a month froiri 
every seaman in the merchants* fervicc, has been as follows 


Average of ten years ending 

1742 

£ 0.265. 

Do. - Do 

1782 

12,455. 

Do Do 

1802 


In the year 1812 



Do. .. 1816 




Your Cornmittcp will now proceed *to state the annual sums which have 
!)ccii from time to time granted on the navy estimates for the support of 
< irrcMwic.il Hospital, besides the original grant by the charter of 2,000/* 
per annum, payable the Treasury, and several temporary and occasional 
grants and houefaclions from^the Crown. 

The first grant Oil the estimate was in the year 1728, of 10,000/. ; and 
this grant was repeated uninterruptedly, will* the exception c»f the years 
1701 and 1762, dowti to the year 1765. In that year the vote was reduced 
to 5,000/. and since that time the only s'otes which have been made oa this 
head have heon in 1775, 6,000/. ; in 1776, 5*000/. ; in 1777, 4,0d0/. ; and 
in 1778, 4,000/. 

During tlic late extensive war, several circumstances concurred to 
increase the revenues of Grecnwicli Hospital lu a greater proportion than 
cvc.i the heavy demands upon it 

First,— The increase of rent from its landed and mining property: 

Secondly, — The great increase of tiie contiibution from the w'ages on SQ 
large a nimihcr of men was voted : 

Thinllv, — The great coiib^Tjueni demand for men w'ho found employment 
in the merchant service or cvin in the navy, who would in ordinary circum- 
stances have come upon Orrciiwich Hospital : 

Fourthly,— The grant heforc-mciuioned of .7 per cent, on the amount of 
prices ; and 

Fifthly, — The forfeited and *incIaimod shares of prize-monev, which 
ha\e produced a con^iuciublc sum. 

The xvhole of these causes has enabled tin: Ilospltai and Chest, iiotwith. 
standing tin* iiumense claims which ha\e been made upo^i them, to 
acrniniiiutc n\ earned in the funds, now aniountiiig to not less than 
.'^,760,000/. 8 per cents. ^ ^ 

It is obvious, rh* i in the first years of peace, all the principal sources of 
revenue are greatly dnninishcd, wlnle the claims on the Hospital arc Kirgeiy 
i/icreaseij ; and your Cornmiliee wcic tlicrtfore not surpiiseii to learn, tint 
in order to face ihb ciirrenl lieinaiids, the Hospital has hceii ohli^cd to 
tlraw upon its savings, and lin y iiiidersiaiid that a sum of aloui o00,0(Jti/. 
stock ha^ been sold out since *11)0 coiicliision of llie war. It is e\ideiit, lliaC 
in future years similar saciihccs must b? muile, and itisio be hoped 

they uil) yearly diiiiinisli in amount, jcl it is dear that the funded property 
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of ihe Hospital ‘cannot be expected to last beyond a limited number of 
years, and tha^then a very great annual expense will fatl upon the public. 

Your Committee think it right to annex returns of the number of pen* 
sioners, and an abstract of the regulations established in 1814, under 
xthich the gratuities aud peubions arc now granted. The House will observe 
tiiat, by the 4iii section of the ]Oth article of this abstract, all pensioners 
are liable in time of war, or in prospect of war, to be railed upon to serve 
his Majesty. Tins condition your Committee consider as having hren ahso- 
lutely necessAry when pensions were granted to men discharged after 14 
years serxice ; and they trust that in some degree it may be attended xvitb 
the adv{^iunge of carrying into effect* the proposition so often made, for a 
registry of seamen fir the royal nax’y. 

Your Committee obserxe, that in pursuance of the Act of 7 and 8 Will. Ilf. 
cap. 21, there appears on the old estimates, from the year 1C97 down to 
the year 171 1, an annual sum, not less on aji average than 85,000/. voted 
for the object of a registry of senmon : this sum, it will appear on a com- 
parison with the Ollier naval expenses of that peiiod, was a ver\ oonsulcr- 
nble one indeed ; and by the same Apt a libci.d maielenancc for seamen, 
their, widows ami children, is provided out of the funds of (Jrcciixvich 
Hospital ; and though that sY:tein ajipears to have been abandoned in the 
reign of (jucen Ann, propositions for a registry have been frequently 
renewed, but xvithout any practical result, until the change of s\stcni 
in 1814, enabled the Admiralty to combine it with the general system of 
Greenwich. 

Your Committee have of cour.se been desirous to aseeriaiii what 
assistance, in case of enjergency, the country might expect fiorn the men 
so registered and pensioned. They are informed that it is imt possible at 
present to make a return of the number «>f pensioners xxjjo iniiy he nuw fit 
for his Majesty’s service; but llie best inforrnrd oftiursuf Grtenwicb 
Hospital are of opinion, that of the 82,000 oul-pensioiicis noxv on the 
I'ooksi, nof ks‘, than from 12,f>(>0 to I.'SJ'OO are rapahle of active and uselnl 
t crvicc a boat, and that a furth»‘r coiKsiileiable number iniglit be found 
useful lor sliore for liarhonr service. 

Cl 

The expeiimeni (for surh in this point of view it may be called) of 
endeavouring to hold a large number of able seamen, disposable for the 
public service in case of emergency, is one of gicat national iniercst ; and 
your Comui^iire recommend to the goveinmeiil, to pay a minute practical 
nlteniion to the operation of this p.iit of the system. With i<e.spcct to the 
pecuniary p.nr of it, wlnkt they c.uinot but lament the great increase of 
expeubC, your Commlilec Flaw notirng to surest, e\cepw that inasmuch as 
these allowances to the nul-pensioners of Gieenwich have been formetj 
sifter the scale of tijc out-pensionors ot Chelsea, they should undergo tlic 
same modiMcations, which yejur C'oninmtte h.ivc nfeommended xvitb 
respect to the iaiier, in tiicu* iupori on the Aimy EstiinaU’s, 


[To be^uutiiiut’d.J 
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To Captain Richard Beachy Captain of his Majesty s Ship Leopard* 

Y OU are, wiili his Majesty’s ship Leopard under your command, to 
take into your care and convoy, the ships Bendish, Prudent, Mary, 
and such other ships as shall be ready to sail with them, bound for tlie 
Medilfcirrinean, or Turkish ports, cither from the river of Thames, or the 
Downs; and vlmll us? the utmost endeavour to convo^^ them in safety, to, 
or near their respective porW: always considcrini:, that the rhief end of 
your present voyage, is liic convoying the ^shins belonging to the Turkey 
Company : and ilierefore \on are not to go much out of your way to any 
other ports, nor stay above *>4, or,* at the most, 48 hour-* at any port for 
other merchants ; in wduch time, if any Engli**h ships shall present them- 
selves, bound the same way wiih you, you sfiall likewise take them under 
your conv(^j', so far as you may without diverting too much from your 
intended \oyage, jn which you arc to proceed as far as Sicily, or Hope 
Bona (or if iiec-d he) 40 leagufs beyond ; where you are to leave the said 
Company’s ships to proceed on their voyages, and yoiir-elf to return to 
Alicam, there to meet with Sir John Lawson, and the rest of his Majesty’s 
fleet, unless you shall receive certain mfonnotion by some of Ids Majesty's 
frigates, of some oihtr place f)f meeting his ]Majesty*s fleet. 

In y«iui rciuiii if at Sicily you shall meet any English ships ready to sail 
}ioniev\aids within three days after your arrival, you are to convoy them so 
far as yf>ur way shall lie together ; hut you arc not to stay for them beyond 
iliree days, in regarii of the i»tces‘-ity of ycjur nttcnding ihe rest of the 
fleet in the mi vice intended for them ; but shall, in c.a-^e of their not being 
ready to Mill wnhui that tiinct make the beit of your way directly for 
Alicuut, unless dm cifcd hy inielhgenct , leceived liy some of his Majesty *s 
ships (,is aforesanl). of the place wiicre \ou may piohahly meet the fleet, 
jn w hich case you are to sail ilm her. Dining this ^ oyage you arc not to 
rngage yoinselJ'in ihc comoying or protecting any foreign ship# wdiatsocver, 
that so there may he no pictenre of complaint by those ot Algiers, whom 
A'ou aie not to .silver to rnal^ any irther senirhsui board any English mer- 
chant ship, than to »ee ihe pass under my hand and seal, or to .see that the 
ship he reidly^Tianiieri hv his i\lajest\\ subjects. Dining ihia tiiiic, you 
aic not to receive on hoard hi** iM.ijc.sty*-* ship undcr%onr conni.aiid, any 
goods .ii'd HU M handize, lest by so doing (hesidc-s tl’.e breach oi the general 
rule for his iMaje^iy’s ships) you he ohhgcd to go to any port, to the neg- 
lect of his Majesty's service, and the liiiiilcss expense of his Majesty's 
ticasure, «l a time when there is a probability of so much use of aW the 
ships intended for that service. Hereof you arc nut to fall, mid foi so 
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doing, this shall be 3 ronr warrant. Given under iliy hand, at Wliitehal?^ 
the 14th of Decasjiber, 166S. 

^arm4. 

To the principal Officers, SfC, of his Mujcslt/*s Nuvy, 

Whereas the present ordinary at Chatlmm, by the laying up of so mnny 
of his Majesty^ ships, is not only increased, hut tiie work on which they 
usually ha\T bc.'en employed, upon setting forth nnd bringing in of ships lor 
repair, cleaning, or the like occasions, very much dirninishr d, by lr>e 
lessening of his Majesty’s fleets at sea, wherehy some of the charge now 
employed on the ordinary may be saved to bis Majesty, for the more con- 
venient cITccting whereof, having conferred witli yourselves concerning it, 
and having likewise received his Majesty’s approbation, «iiiting iii conned, 
1 have thought fit to direct, that you cause l^ixty men for the guard of the 
navy at Chatham, to he borneon the Sovernign fthe olticer of the Soveraigii 
to be there included) to whom, ivhen arms shall hf^ delivered, nnd the 
3 aid guard settled, you shall then order his Majesty’s shifts the True love 
and Bramble to sad to Deptford, there to be imritiged, paid riHT, and laid 
up in the wet dock, if there be room for them. And foiasmiich as hy the 
decrease of business in that part of them, the iihav. whiti. lieth a/ Chatham, 
ll'.ere is not, at present, any neccs^iy of the constant aiiendaiirt of two 
masters attendants in the yards, insomuch, that as i am inftMined, it hath, 
for some time, become a practice to wan by turns : and whcieas the care 
of his Mnjfsry’s ships on float there, d»iih, under the coinmissioner there 
residing, most properly belong to the iimstc r-attond.mts : 1 luiie thrref.Te 
thought fit to diiect, that one of the said master*aitrnd.inis l)e hy you 
appointed always reside and commaml the guard f>n hoard the Soveraign, 
according to former practice ; and that they reside there cither b\ rpi.utfrs 
half years, or longer iinies, as you shall think ir he>i, hst hy a shorter cx* 
change of residence between them, ihtie in.sy concision ari‘‘r in iht? ser- 
tifc, or at least, didicidiy of di^^rerning rhrounh who,c neglect, or default, 
his MHjesly’s SCI vice shall, at any tune, Kn\e rccelicd prf'judiee. And 
this allfciulaiu’c on hoard the Soveraign is to he uinlirsumd as part of their 
duty as rnasters-uttciulants, itithout any f.iithcr pay for the ‘'arne, in rfgard, 
that since the time tlic said command was given as an addition r>f iiiainte* 
nance to ihccjaid master?, tlujie hath been a considerable nicicase til their 
salaries in lieu iheicof. in the setting the said guaid on boaru the 
Soveraign, you aie to take uito your Considerj^ion, what number of fer- 
\ants are fit to he allowed in that number, and by order from yonr.'^clvt ? to 
estahlisll tlie ‘'lime, which bring done foe tlie greater c'erlafnty of having 
able and fitting inentteinjiloyc d on the guard tlieie ; ami, likewise for the 
ciicour.i'jement of the officeis c>f the lesser ships, and the necessary snp- 
j)ori of the [loorest of them, you a;<* to cause such of the standing oflicers 
of his Majesty’s shij;s, not home in harbour, as you shail judge- fit, and 
who shall desire the same, to he home and affeiided on the said guard, 
Uiilil lltLir rcspcciisu shi^is shtill be forth to scii. And because the uuiuUer 
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of sych oiRcerS; not borne in harbour, is, at present, greater than probably 
can be received on liuard the 'Suveraigii ; for the farther provision to them, 

1 recommend it to your direction and care, to cause sunroof them (being 
fitly qualified for it) to be borne on the yachts, causing others to be dis- 
charged, that so his Majesty’s charge may not be increased thereby. 

And, for the better performance of the service required from the 
Guards, you are to give order, that his Majesty’s yacht, called the Jemmy, 
be carried into tiie said river, and tliat she be delivered ijito the charge of 
t lie master attendant residing on board the Sovpraign ; to tjie end, that 
being manned by some of the guards from time to time, she may be conti- 
nually plying up and down in theriver^ as well for the preventing embezzle- 
ments, or apprehending oifenders, ns to give notice of the approach of any 
danger. And herein the master-utieudant is to take care, that the per- 
sons eiiiplo)cd in the Jemmy be diligent, and to cause them to be frequently 
chiingcd according toliis direction. 

You are to consider of sunw moderate increase of wages to the respective 
olTircrs of the Soveraign, not regarding the {utc of the ship (which would 
swell the charge too high), but the attendance required from them, and to 
report the same to me. Tlie servants borne on board the said ship, are to 
continue to receive fourteen shillings per mensem^ and tlie able senincn 
und officers borne, eighteen sliillmgs, besides one shilling to he deducted 
for the iniifKter, chest, and chirurgeoii. As to their victuals, 1 refer it to 
you, to give either sea-victuals or petty-wui taut, us you shall judge 
most fit. 

And Icsr the officers, wljo arc thus directed to he borne, rather out of 
chanty tow aids them, than for benefit to the Kings service (which might 
have as able men at the same rate), should, upon the colour of tlieir being 
officers, pre?umc to behave thei.iseUes, either negligently in their duty 
reqiiiied, or contumaciously against the mastcr^attendaiit, and other officers 
of the ship, to whom they ought (as common iiien) to he subordinate, 1 do 
hereby declare, that if any of them shall be so prcsumjituous as to offend in 
that kind, that he shall not only be discharged from the said guard, but 
that I shall look, upon ilR^m as unfit to liold hiiy place or office in his 
Miijesty’s navy ; vvficroof you ^re to give them notice, tbat they may not 
pretend ignorance for an excuse. Given under iny hand, at Sc. James's, 
the .^lat day of August, 160 J. 

^ partied. 

, To Captain Janm Fook^ Captain iff his M^jest^k Skip the London. 

Wlicreas his Majesty hath cfioiight fit by his warrant, dated the iJthday 
of June, 1661, to mder the impresUng of mariners lo^&erve in his Majesty’s 
fleet, now going forth to sea : these are therefore to will, authorize, and 
require you to imprest, or cause to he imprested, such, and so many able 
inaiincis ar.d seamen, us sUutl be necessary fur the coinpletiug of the nuiu- 
ber of men appointed to be borne oa bis Maje.-^iy’s ship the London, and 
uoc cicccduig tiic number of three hundred, givia unlo each man so iin- 
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^ pressed, one shilling fur prcst money ; which moneys *so disbursed by you, 
the principal officers and coniinissiotiers of his Majesty's nnvy are hereby 
.required to cause to be paid unto you ; pnd you arc to cause the men so 
iniprestcd, to repair to his iMajestv'ssaid ship, on which the purser, or tlie 
clerk of the checque of his Majesty^ yard respectively, are herchy required 
to enter them immediately upon their arrival. And in case they ^hull travel 
by Uod, the clerk of the checque shall pay unto therfi, aft^r the rule of one 
penny per mile, ‘ for conduct money, lii the execution hereof, you are to 
take care in^tlie hrst place, that the men impresteJ be able and fitting for 
his Majesty's service, and that as much as possible, you avoid the taking 
any fheit from merchant ships Outward-bound, especially such as shall be 
laden ; and also, that when you shall take any from any sliips lioniewutds- 
Louiid, you leave them a suflicieiit number for the safe bringing their ships 
.into harbour; afid lliut you do not take from any merchant ships, the mus- 
ter, boatswain, or purser. You arc heieby sti icily charged and required, 
that neither yourself, nor any authorized bv**y<ni, do demand, receive, or 
take any money, gratuity, rec%ard, or other consideration whatsoever, for 
the sparing, changing, or dischaigiiig any ptr'»on or persons linprested, or 
to be imprestcd, by virtue of this wairanr. And all mayors, sheriffa, 
bayriOs, justices of (he peace, constables, lie.idburoughs, and all other his 
Majesty’s officers and lo\ing subjects whom it may concern, are hereby 
required to be aiding and assisting unto you, and those appointed by you, 
in the due execution of this warr.'int, as they tender his Majesty’s service, 
and will answer the contrary at their penU ; and for so doing, this shall tiC' 
your warrant. Given uudtr my bund and seal, at St, James’s, the 15tli ot 
June, 



James, T)akt of York, S^c, To all lb «/ horn these y// tscnls 6null vot7it, eeihig. 

Whereas, by an Act made in the Farlinincnt, begun at Wc'-MniMslcr, 
the 8lh day of May, in the I3ih year of liis Majesty’s reign, intituled, An 
Act, directing the /•rosecnlion o/ stuli os ere aicumpfab cj’or pnze gwds, it 
is provided, enacted, and declared, i'lmt all such rights as during the 
rtign of his Majesty’s royal father, of blessed memory, oi his Majesty’s 
reign, belonged, or appertained unto, (be i.ord High Admiral of Kngbinil, 
or Lord Wivdtn of the(bn(jue l^oris, fur ihc time being, by virtue of the 
said office, and have been at any time since the year of our Lord God 
1648, usurped, possessed,^ or seized, by nnv person or persons, bodies 
puliltc, or corporate, nnd not having accoinpted for the same to any 
uuthoHly, Usurping the government of ^his nation, and not pardoned by 
the act of oblivion, that all S'.cb peraon or persons, bodies politic, or cor- 
porate, sliall accornpt, and pay the same unto me, upon suit for tlie same 
ill the Ffigh Coui%of Adiiiiiv.lty, as by the said Act of Parliament doth, 
and may more fully appear. Now, know yc, that I having received 
information, that several persons* within (his his Majesty’s kingdom of 
England, havenot \ct accompted, as afoicsuid, for the several iiglits and 
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vlucs by lilifi usurped, possessed, find seized, belonging uato me, as Lord 
High Admirnt of England, and Lord Warden of theCiiigue Ports, as well 
in relation to prize goods, as^for flouon, jetson, lagon, deodands, and. 
otherwise ; I have thereupon, out of the trust and confidence which 1 have 
in the integrity and experience in that behalf, of Thomas Killigrew, Esq, 
one of the grooin*» of his Ma jesty's l>ed-chainber, Philip Proud, Esq. John 
Paulett, Ksq. Tlioiiias Holder, E!»q. auditor-general of my revenue, George 
Tuke, Thomas Chcvins, Gent. Thomas £wcn, sen. merchant, and Thomas 
Froud, gent, tlinughc fit to nominate, constitute, and appdint; Rndldo 
by these presents, nominate, constitute, and appoint them the said 
Thomas Killigrew, Philip Proud, Julin Paulett, Thomas Holder, George 
Take, Thomas Chevins, Thomas Ewen, *and Thomas Proud, or any three, 
or more of them (wliereof the said Philip Proud, Thomas Holder, rr 
George I'ukc, to be one) full power and authority, for me, and in my 
name, and for iny use, at th( ir own proper costs and charges, to arrest, and 
sue ill hi** Majesty’s High CV^jrt of Admiralty, or in his Majesty's Court of 
Exchequer, all such person or persons as shitll be found to have usurped, 
possessed, or seized any lights belonging unto me, |is Lord High Admiral 
i/f Eiighind, or Lord Warden of the Cinquc Ports, and have notaccompted 
for the same, as hy the said Act of Pariiainejic is declared, as well in rela- 
tion to prize goods, as to flutsons, jetsons, lagons, deodands, or otherwise; 
and to rcc;^ver the said lights of the said person or persons, and also to do 
and pci form all such utiier mutter or matters, thing or things whatsoever, 
for the recovery of il»e sai<l rights, as may lawfully be done and performed, 
by virtue of the afurfsaid Act of Parliament, and chat in as full and ample 
manner, to all intents and purposes, as T myself may do : hereby willing 
and requiring the Judge of lies iMaJesty’s High Court of Admiralty, and my 
advocate nn<l proctor in the said court, to he aiding and assisting unto my 
.aid commissioiKTs, or any ilnee or more of them as aforesaid, in the due 
j^scentiem of the aforesaid persons, according ns the said Act of Par- 
Jikment directs, as well out of term, as in term, by all lawful ways and 
means. And for the avoiding chargeable suits where they sinill not be 
necessary, and that the persons concerned shall be willing, without process 
of law, to yield unto me my night, I do farther, hereby, authorize and 
empower the said Thomas Killigrew, Philip Froud, John Pawlett, Thomas 
Holder, George Tuke, Tiiomns Chevins, Thomas Ewen, and Thomas 
Froud, or any three or more of them (whereof the same Thomas Holder, 
or George Tuke, to be one) to treat and conclude with any petrson or perr 
sons, who ^lall be willing to yield unto me my right: hereby obliging itiy- 
self to ratify and coidirni wiiat shall be so agreed on by them on my bchalL 
Given under my hand and seal ui St. James’s, tliis ';20cli day of July, in the 
year of our Lord 1664 ; and in ih^ i6tli year of tlie reign of our Sovereign 
Lord, Charles the Second, by tiie grace of Gud, King of England, ScoU 
land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faitli, &c. 

• 

[To be confinued.] 
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Washington. Dwxmhtr 9, >817* 

TT IRIS day, at 12 o’clock* the President of the United States trans- 

JL mitted to both Houses of Congress the following Message, by Mr. Joseph 
jloiies Monroe, hi»<Secretary 

•' Fellow^ilittru of ibo San/rte, and of 
tha Home of Representailnes, 

* ** Al DO period of our political eiisteiice had we so much canse to felicitate 
Aiifselvesat the prosperous and happy condition of our country. Tbeabmi- 
dant fruits of the earth hare filled it with plenty. An extensive and profitable 
commerce has greatly augmented our revenue. The public credit li»s atlaioed 
AB extraordinary elevation. Our preparations for defence, in case of future 
wars, from which, by the experience of all nalinni, we ought not to expect Co 
be exempted, are advancing, finder a well>digesied system, with ull the dii* 
patch which so important a work will admit. Our free Government, founded 
on the interest and aflbetions of the people, has gained, nnd is daily gaining, 
Ittength. — Local jealousies are rapidly yielding to more generous, enlarged, 
and enlightened views of naticnal policy. For advantages so numerous and 
highly important, it is our duty to unite in grateful ncknouledgments Co that 
Omnipotent Being from whom they are derived, and in uocea«ing grayer that 
he will endow ui with virtue and strength to maintain and hand them down 
in their utmost purity, to our latest posterity. 

f* I hare the satisfaction to inform you, that an arrangement, which had 
been commenced by my predecessor, with the British Government, fur the r«> 
duction of the naval force, by Gieat Britain and the United Btaleg, on 1 lie 
Lakes, has been conrloded : by which it is provided^ time neither party shall 
keep in service on Lake Champlain more than one vessel ; on I.nke Ontario 
more than ones and on Lake Erie and the upper Lakes, mure tlinn twO|^ 
ke armed each with one cannon only s^ and that all the other armi d ve«>seli,'w 
both parties, of which an exact list is interchanged, shall be- dismantled. It 
is also agreed, that the force retained shall be restricted, in its duty, to thn 
internal purposes of each paity; and that the arrangement shall remato in 
force until six months shall have expiredT, after notice given by one of 
the parties to the other of its desire that it should terminate. By this arrange- 
dsent useless expense, on both sides, and what it of still greater importance, 
fihe danger of collision between armed vessels, in those inland waters, which 
iMf great, It^prevented. 

** 1 have the satisfaction also to state, that the Commissioners, nbder the 
fourth article of the Treaty Ghent, to wbom,it was referred to decide (q 
wbleh party the several islands in the Bay of PaseaniRqtiuddv belonged, nader 
the Trdkty of 1783, have agreed ip a report, by which all the islands in’ the 
ppmemioo of each party before the late war, have been decreed ta it. The 
Commissioners, acting under the other arii[clcs of the Treaty of /Ghent, for 
the settlement of the boundaries, havpalso been engaged > in the discharge of 
their respective duties, but have net yet completed them. The difiTereoce 
which arose between the two GoveTnments under that Treaty, respecting 
IbV fifiH of fbc ported States to take and core fish on the coait of the British 
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jm>vii!cei oortb of out* limits, srhtcb had beea secured- by Ihe'-Trcaty of 1789, 
is still id ndgoclatioo'. The pfoposltioo imtde by this Gbtemm^t, to eitcnd 
to the Colonic of Great Rritaita the principles of the Contention of Londori, 
by which the commerce between ifie ports of the United States and British ports* 
io Europe hud been placed on a fobtiiig of equality, has been declined by the , 
British Goverontent. This 6u||{'ect having been thus amicably disrussed be* 
tween the two Q|i)vernment8, and it appearing (hat the British GoverniueiSt h 
nawilling to depart from its present regulations, it remains for Congress to 
decide whether they will make any other regulations, in consequnce thereof, 
for the protection and improvement of our navigation. * 

** Trie negociation with Spain, for spoliations on our commerce, and the 
settlement of boundaries, remains, essenliariy, in the state it held, by the 
cofliniuoinitions that were made to Congfess by my predecessor. Ithasbeeb 
cvideutly the policy of the Spanish Government to keep the negociation sti|^ 
peoded'i and in this the United States have acquiesced, from an amicable 
disposition towards S[/h'.n, and in the expectation that her Government would', 
from a seose of justice, (inalj>y accede to such arrangement as would be equal 
b'etweeo the parties. A disposition has been ^tely shewn by the Spanish Go* 
vemmeot (o move in the negociation, which has been met by this Government i 
and, should the conriiialory and frietidly policy, which has invariably guided 
our Councils, be reciprocated, a just and satisfactory arrangement d|ay be 
expected. It is proper, however, to remark, that no proposition has* yet 
been made, from which such a result can be presumed. 

** It wav anticipated at an early stage, that the contest between Spain and 
her Colonieb would become highly interesting to the United States. It waS 
natural that our Citizens should sympathize ia events which affected their 
neighbours, 1| seemed probable also, that the prosecution of the conffict 
along our coast, and in contiguous countries, would occasionally intecrupt 
tur comihrrce, and otherwise affect the persons and properties of out 
GiUs^ent. These anticipations have been realized. Such injuries have been 
received from persons acting under the authority of both the parties, and for 
which redress has io most instances been withheld. Through every stage of 
rae conflict, the United States have maintained an impartial neutrality, giving 
aid to neither of the parties in men, money, ships, or monitions of war. They 
have regarded the contest, not in the light of an ordinary insurrection, or 
rebellion, but as a civil war between parlies nearly equal, having, as to 
neutral powers, equal rights. *Oor ports have been open to both; and 
every article, the fruit of our soil, or of the industry of our citizens, which 
either was permitted to take, has been equally free to the other. Should the 
Colouiei establish their independence, it is proper now to state, that this Govern- 
ment aeilher seeks, nor would arrept from them, any advantage, in com- 
merce or ofherwise, which would not be equally opeu to all other nations. 
JlheCoIouies will, in that evgnt, become indrpepdent States, free from any 
obligation to, or coniicciion with, us, whi^ it may not then be their 
interest to form on (he basis of a fair veciprocity. • 

*^lo the summer of the present' year an expedition was set on foot against 
East Florida, by persons claiming to act under the authority of some of the 
Colonies, who took possession of Amelia Island, at the mouth of St. Mary's 
River, near the boundary o^ the state of Georgia. As this province lies east 
of the Miuifsippi, and is bounded by the United States apd the Ocean on every 
side, •and bw bm a sobject of negociation with the Government of Spain, as an 
iademnity for losses by bpoliatioo;^ or in exchange for territory of equal 
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innliUc ^wcitward of the Mininbippi, Afactwdl koown (oil^ «rorld,«i legrcilffd 
tusprise that any comteaanca iliouM be giveo to Ibli nmurc by any of 
the Colonirf. Ai it would be dilbcull to reconcile it with the frirodlj, 
relationi exbtiox between the United StaUa and the Coloolei, a doubt war 
entertained whether U had been anthorifcd by thein, or any of them, 
doubt batKained strenKtb, by (he circnmitaacei which have nofolded IbemMloca 
inihe prececntionof the enlerprixe, which have marked it ni a mere prifaie 
imanthortied adventure. Projected and commenced with nn incompelcat 
dorcCf reliance se^mi to have been placed on what miabl be drawn, in dedaaca 
of our lawf, from within our limit! ; and of late, at (heir rffources have failed. 
It bat aaiumed a more marked character of anfrieodUbni to ui, the lilaiid. 
beiogmade a channel for the illicit introduction of ilavei from Africa into the 
United States, an aiylum for fui;iiivc slaves from the neighbouring States, apd- 
a port for smuggling of every kind. 

A similar eitabliiJiment was made, at an earlier period, by prrions of 
(lie same description, in the Gulph of Mexico, at a pli.ee called Galvestbwn. 
within the limits of the United Stales, as we {ontend, under (he cession. of 
Loaisiana. This enterprize has been marked, in a more signal manner, by all 
the objectionable circumstances which characterised the other, and more 
particularly by the equipment of privatcijfs, whirh have'nnnnyed our commerce, 
and by MOUgAling. These estublishoients if ever sanctioned by ao.v authority 
whatever,' which is not believed^ have abused the trust, and forfeited nil claim 
to consideration. A just regard for the rights and iuterests of (lie Unite4 
States required (bat they should be suppressed; and orders have gccnrdUigly 
issued to that eflect. The imperious ronsiderations which produced (bis me%* 
sure will be explained to (he parties whom it may, in any degree, concern, 

** To obtain correct information on every rtihjeet in which the United 
States are ill (crested ) to inspire ju»t sentiments, in all persons in anthoiity^ on 
either side, of our friendly disposition, so far as it may comport with an 
imp'irtial neutrality; and to secure proper respect to our commerce io evesy 
port, and from every flag, it has been thought proper to send a ship of war, 
wiili three distinguished citizens, along the southern coast, with inslruvtiin^'* 
to touch at such ports as they may find mo(>t expedient for these purposes, 
With the existing authorities, with those in possession of, and exercising the 
sovereignty, most the coniiHunicalitMi be held ; from them alone can rcdirins 
for past injuries, committed by per»oos uetiiig under tlieni, he obtained ; by 
them alone can (be commissiou of (be like ir future be prevented. ^ 

** Our relations with the other Powers of Europe have experienced no 
mulefial change since tiie last Session. In our intercourse ^ith ca<^, dpe 
attention continues to be paitl to the protection of our commerce,; gnd to 
every other object io wirch the United Slates are interested. A strong hopg ig 
entertained, lliat, by adhering to the maxinu of a just, a candid,, and /riendly 
policy, we may long preserve amiiuble relations with all the pf 

Europe, on conditions advaiflageoua and honourable to our country. 

With the Barbary Slates and the Indian Tribes our paciAc relatlions fiave 
been preserved. 

In calling your attention to the interna] concerns of our country, tb«4j*ep 
which they exhibit is peculiarly gratifyiiig. — The payments whkb have bcM 
made into the Treasury, shew the very productive state of the public jrevcou^ 
After satisfying the appropriations made by lavP for the support of the CItH 
Government, a^ of the Military and* Kaval Establishnests, einbfac|Dg suita|»lo 
provision for fortidcaltont and for the gradual incmK of the Navy, paying 
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Uw intcmt of the public debt» and ^xtiBf^lshiog finore tbao VS mtlUou pf ibp 
pfincipal» wiChio the prrifot year, it it estiimited that « balance of more than 
tia inUliont of doVlan will remain in the Trratury on the lit day of January, 
applicable to the current if rvice iff tlie eoiuihg year. 

* **Tlih paymeiiti into t lie Treaitiry during' the year ISIS, on account of la- 
pofti and tonnage, rrsnlting principally from dutici which hate accrued in. 
the present year^ may be fairly estimated at SO miHioni of dollnfi; inter- 
nal revenues nt S, 500,000 | public laiidr at 1^500,000; bank dividendc and 
ineldeiMa] ref eipis, at 600,000$ making In the whole, S4,6(HX),000 dollan. 

** The annual permanent eapeuditure fb'r the lupport of the Civil GevemineDt, 
and of the Army and Navy, as now ettablisbed by law, amounts to 11,800,000 
doNani and for the Sinking Fund to 10 millions; making, in the whole, 
^Iii00,000 dollars ; leaving an annunl exCHs of revrnne beyond the expendii- 
ture of 8,700,000 dollars, exclusive of the balance eitnnated to be in tha 
Treasury on the Isf dny of January, ISIS. 

** In the present ittfie of the Treasury, the whole of the Louisiana debt 
may be redeemed in the yenjr 1819 % after which. If the public debt con* 
tinuei as it now Is, above par, there will be annually above five millions 
of the Sinking Fund unexpended, until the year 1883, when the lonu of 1818, 
and stock created by funding Treasury Notes, will be redeemubie. 

** It h also estimated that the Missiwlppi Stock will be discharged, during 
the year 1819, from the proceeds of the publicwlands assigned tb that objrct ; 
after which the receipts from f|iosc lands will annually add to the public reve- 
nue the logi of 1,500,000 dollars ; making the permanent annual revenue 
amoont to 86 millions of dollars, and leaving an aonual excess of revenue, after 
the year 1819, beyond the permanent autborifed expenditure, of more ihau 
fourmilliods of dollars. 

By the Itist returns from the Department of War, the militia force of die 
several States- may be estimated at 60,000 men, infantry, artillery, and 
cavalry. Great pari of this force is armed, and measures are taken to 
arm the whole. An Improvement in the organization and discipline of the 
militia, is one of the great objects which claims the unremitted attention of Con- 
gress. 

“ The regular force nmounts nearly to die number required by law, and 
if stationed along the Atlantic and Inland frootfen. 

Of the naval force, it has been necessary to matnlaio strong squadrons 

Che Mediterranean, and in lhe<lu]f of Mexico. 

** From several of the Indinn tribes inhabiting the country bordering on 
Lake Erie, purchases have been made of lands, on conditions very favourable 
to the United Slates ( and, as it is presumed, not less so to the tribes them- 
selves. By these purchases, the Indian title, with moderate reysrvation, has 
bees extingufslied in the whole of the land within the limits of the State of Ohio, 
aud Co a great part of that in the Michigan territory, and of the State of 
Indiana. From the Cherokee tribe a tract has^een purchased in Sie State 
of Georgia, and Ro arrangement made, by which, in exchange fqr lauihi 
beyond the Mississippi, a great paft, if not the whole of the land belonging 
te that tribe, eastward of that river, in the States of North Carolina, 
Georgia, and Tennessee, and in the Alabania territory, will soon be acquired. 
By tbeie acquisitions, and othen, (bat may reasonably be expected soon to 
foNow, we shall be enableit to extend our settlements from the inhabited 
parts of the State of Ohio, along Lake Erie, into the Michigan territory, 
tad to cooaect our leUlements by degrees, through the State of Indiana and 
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the IHiooif te that of Miimri. A iiallar and equally advanlagcm efffdt 
will fooD be produced to tbe Soatb, Ihiroogh Ibe whole exte of of the States and 
territory which border on the waiert emptying into the Missiiiippi and Uiei 
Mobile. In this progres!;, whieb the righ^ of naCore demand, and noChii^ 
can prevent, marking n growth rapid and gigantic, it is onrdntyto make new 
efforts, for the preservation, improvement, and civiUaation of the native 
inhabitants. The banter state can exist only in the vast nncnltivated desert. 
It yields to the more dense and compact form, the greater force of civilized 
populations eni of right it onght to yield, for the earth was given to 
mankind to support the greatest number of which it is capable^ and no tribe or 
pcople hAvea right to withhold from the wants of others more than is neces-. 
sary for their own support and comfort. It It gratifying to know. Chat the 
reservations of land made hy the 'Treaties with the tribes on Lake Erie wore 
made with a view toindividual ownership among Ibetn, and to the cultivation of 
the soil by all, and that an annual stipend has been pledged to supply their 
other wants. It will merit the consideration of CongA^ss, whether other pro* 
vision, not stipulated by the Treaty, ought to, be made for these tribes, and 
for tlioadvancemeot of the liberal and humane policy of the United States 
towards all the tribes within onr limits, and more particularly for their im* 
prorement in the arc of civilized life. r 

“ Among the advantages incident to these purchases, and to those which 
have preceded, the security which may thereby be afforded to our inland 
frontiers, is peculiarly important. With a strong barrier, consisting of our 
own people, thus planted on the Lakes, the Mississippi, and the Mobile, with 
the protection to he derived from the regular force, Indian bostiliciei, if 
they do not altogether cease, will henceforth lose their terror. Fortifications 
in those quarters, to any extent, will not be necessary, and the expense attend, 
lag them may be saved. A people accustomed to the me of fire-arms only* 
as the Indian tribes are, will shun even moderate Works, which are defended' 
by cannon. Great fortifications will, therefore, be requisite only, in fnCuve 
along the coast, and at some points in the interior, connected with it. On the-e 
will the safety of our towns, and the commerce of our great rivers, from (he 
Bay of Fundy to the Missiiirippi, depend. On these, therefore, should 
the utmost atteotion, skill, and labour, be bestowed. 

A coniiderable and rapid augmentation in the value nf all the public . 
lands, procMding from these and oiiier obvious causes, may henceforward 
be expected. The difficulties attending early' emigrotioos will be dissipated^ 
even in the' roost remote parts. Several new States have been admitted into 
oiir Union, the west and south, and territorial Governments, happily organized^ 
established over every other portion in which (licrc is vacant land far lalo. 
In terminatiqg Indian hostilities, os must soon be done, in a formidable chape 
at least, the emigration, which has beretoff>re been great, w*ni probably 
increases and the demand for land, and the angmentrifion in its value, be in 
like proportion. The great increase of our population itirooghout the 
Union, .will alone produce an important effect, and in no quarter will ir 
be so sensibly felt as in (hose in contemplation. Thr public lands are a public 
Stork, which ought to be disposed of to the best advantage for the nation. The 
nation should therefore derive the profit proceeding from the continual rise In' 
their value. Every encouragement should be given to li e euigrants consfitenl 
with a fair competition between them, but ttot competition should operate, 
ip (he first sale, tollie advantage of the nation rather thaa individuals. Great 
cfipitilisfi will derive all the benefit incident In tbeir superior wealth, under 
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any mode of sale which may be adopted. Bat if, looking forward to the 
rise io the value of the public lands, they should bave'tlic opportunity of 
amassing, at a low price, vast bodies in their hands, the profit will accrue 
to them and not to the public. Tbe,'|[ would also have the power, in that degree, . 
to contrpul the emigration and settlement In such manner as their opinion of 
their respective interests might dictate. I submit ibis subject to the consi- 
deration of Congress, that such further provision may be made In the sale of 
the public lands, wiriih a view to the public interest, should any be deemed ei- 
pedient, as in their judgment may be best adapted to the object. 

** When wc consider the vast extent of territory within the Vuited States, 
the great amount and value of its productions, the connection of its parts, 
and other circumstances, on which their prosperity and happiness depend, we 
cannot fail to entertain a high sense of {he advantages to be derived from the' 
facility nliich may be alTorded in (he intercourse between them, by means of 
good roads and canals. Never did a country of such vast extent ofier equal in* 
ducemenib to improvements of this kind, nor ever ivcre coojequeiicrs of such 
magnitude involved in tlieni. As this subject was acted on by Congress at the 
last session, and there may be ^ disposition to revive it at the present, 1 have 
brought it into view, '‘or the purpose of communicaiiog my sentiments on a 
very imporUiit circumstance connected with it, with (hut freedikm a'ld 
candour which a regard for the public interest, and a proper respect for 
Congress, require. A difference of opinion has exi>ted, from the firsf for- 
mation of our Constitution to the present lim^, amoiig our most enlightened 
and virtuous riiizens, respecting (he right of Congress to establiiih such a 
system of i^ipiovement. Taking into view the trust with which 1 am now 
honoured, it wonid be improper, after what has parsed, that this discussion 
should be revived, sviih an uncertainty of my opinion respecting the right. 
Disregarding early iinpreb<.ions, I have bestowed on the subject oil the deli- 
beration which its great importance, and a just sense of my duty, required * 
and (he lesull is a seitied conviction in my mind, that Congress do not possess 
ihe rigid. It is not contained in any of the specified powers granted to Con- 
gress ; nor can 1 consider it incidental to, or a necerbury mean, Viewed on 
())e most lihcr.ll scale, for carrying into effect aay of the powers which are 
ipecificully granted. In communicating this result, I cminot resist the obli- 
gation which I feci to suggest to Congress the propriety of recoinmendiog to the 
States (he adoption of an amendment to the Constitution, which shall give to 
Congress (lie right in question. cases of doubtful construction, especially 
of such vital interest, it comports with the nature and origin of our institutionsi^ 
and will contribute much to preserve them, to apply to our constituents for 
an explirit grunt of the power. We may confidently rely, that if it appears 
to their saiisraclioii that the power is necessary, it will always he granted. 
In this case I am happy to observe that experience has iifforfied the most 
ample proofs of its utility, and (hat (he benign spirit of eonriliatiou and 
harmony which no^ manifestoitself Ihroiigboiit oiir Union, promises to such a 
recommendation (he most prompt and favourable result. I think proper to 
suggest, also, in case this measure (S adopied, that i( be recommended to the 
Slates to include in the amendment sought, a righi of Congress to institute, 
nkewiie, seminaries of learoiog, for the nil-important purpose of diffusing 
knowledge among our fellow cilizens throughout the United Slates. 

«< Our manufactories will weqalre the continued attention of Congress. 
The capital employed in them is consifirrable, and the knowledge acquired 
^q tbe nftcblDcry and fafiric of all the most useful maanfucturei is of great 
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▼atue. Tbeir protertatioii^ which depen^t to di|e encoura^mcpt» it cmnaeted 
with the high intercfts of the n&tioo. 

** Although the progren ef the public buUdingt, hai been ftivonrable 
MS circumstances have permitted, it is to be«regrrtted that the capital it not yet 
in a state to receive you. There is good cntitjg to presume that the two wings, 
the only parts as yet commenced, ivill be preparrd for that purpose at the 
next Session. The time seems now to have arrived when this subject may 
be deemed worthy the attention of Congress, on a scale adequate to national 
purposes. The rompletion of the middle building will be necessary to the 
convenient accommodation of Congress, of the Committees, and various otfices 
belonging to it. It is evident that the other public buildings are altogether 
insufficient for the accommodation of the several Kxrcutive Departments, 
some of whom are much crowded, and even subjected to the nece^sity of ob- 
taining it in private hnildings, at some distance from the head of the 
Department, and with inconvenience to the management of the public busi- 
ness. Most nations have taken an interest iind a pr^dc in the improvement 
and ornament of their metropolis ; and none were more ronspicuous in that 
respect than the ancient Republics. The pnlil y which dictaled the establish- 
ment of a permanent residence for the National Government, and the spirit In 
which it was commenced, and has been pmseruted, shew that siirli improve- 
ment was thought worthy the attention of this nation. Its centrnl position, 
between the northern and southern extremes of our Union, and its approach 
to the west, at the head of *a navigable river, wli ch interlock*; with (he 
western waters, prove the wisdom of the CounciU wliitb established it. 
Nothing appears to be more reasonable and proper, than (hat convenient 
accommodations should be provided, on a w'ell digested plan, for the beads 
of the several Departments, and for the Attorney-Cieneral ; and it is believed 
that the public ground io the city, applied to those objects, will be found 
amply sufficient. I submit this subject to the considt raiinn of Congreu, that 
such further provision may be made in it as to them may seem proper. 

In contemplating the happy situation of the United States, our attention 
Ik drawn, with peculiar interest, to the surviving officers and loldien of oor 
revolutionary army, who so eminently contributed, by their services, to 
lay its foundation. Most of those very meritorious citizens have paid the 
debt of nature, and gone to repose. It is believed that among the survivors 
there are some nut provided for by existing laws, who are reduced to indigence, 
and even to real distress. These men have a claim on the gratitude of their 
country, and it will do honour to tlieir country to provide for them. The 
lapse of a few years more, and the opportunity will be forever lost : indeed, 
so long, already has been the interval that the number to be benefiitcd by any 
provision which may he made, will not be great. 

“ It appftiring in a satisfactory manner that the revenue •larising from 
imports and tonnnge, and from the sale of the piihlle lands, will be folly 
adequate to the support of ip^ie Civil Government of the present Military anj| 
NavitI rslabiishment, including (lie annual augmentation of the latter, to the 
extent ’provided for ; to the payment of the interests on the public debt, and to 
the extinguishment of it at the times authorised, without the aid of the Internal 
Taxes} 1 con*id**r it my duty to recommend to Congress their repeal. T|0 
impose Taxes when the public exigencies require them, is an obligation of the 
most sacred character, est^ecially with a free people: the faithful fnlfiimenf of 
it is among the highest proofs of theirvirtne, and capacity for self-government, 
tip dispense with Taxes, when it may be done with perfect safety, Is equally tbo 
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duty of their Repre«eiiia44W«^ In thh iortOifbc, '^c have Hm salitfSacMoii to 
know, ihat they were iitipjwed itriien the demand wat imper^oii9, and have 
been sustained wUh oai^mplary lidedity. I have to add, that however grati- 
fying; it may be to me, regardii>g the pro^perons and happy eoadltioD of , 
our country, to recommend the repMl of these Taxes at IbU'/tifap^ I shall 
nevertheless be atteotife to events, and, shoald aiiy fntore emergency occur, 
be not less prompt to suggest so^ measures and burdens as may then be 
requisite and proper. 

WaMngton, J)ec.9, IWT. ^Wni€4 
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of Marseille 

T his wcll-known port was flrst^built by the Phocians, a Greek natiori 
of Asia Minor, who beinc; hunched about the reign of Tarquioina 
Superbiis, the last King of Home, came an<i planted here. It afterwards 
became a Romuii colony, having been subdued by Cssar. It is a strong 
sea-port, aiid the riciicst town of Provence, in France. -Here is a good 
harbour, the eutranCe of whicli is extremely narrow, aud, surrounded by 
lofty mountains, protects and shelters vessels during the most vkdent 
storms. The port itself fonns a delightful walk, even in the midst of win- 
ter, being open to the southern sun, and is crowded with vast numbers of 
{leople, nni only of all the European nations, but of Turks, Greeks, and 
natives of the coast of Barbary. The whole scene is one of the mpftt 
agreeable that can be imagined, if the chains of the g^ey sUifes beard 
among the hum of business did not tincture it with the hateful, idea of 
slavery. 

Marseilles is divided into the Old Town and the New, which sepa- 
rated by a street, bordered with trees on each side. The Old Town is ofte 
of the most ilUbuilt of any in Fliropc. The New has sprung up since t^ 
commencement of the loth century, and has all that regularity, ^eleguhte, 
and convenience, wln^h distinguish, the present times. Jt is said to contain 
upwards of 100,000 inhabitants, and is one of the .most trading towns in 
France. Wjihout tlie walls is die castle of Notre-dartic, wbiclf is vbry well 
fortified. It is a Bishop^s See, and diere is a French aopdemy ;* ttliavii^ < 
been noted at all^imcs for *raen of learning ; >U 1660, I^uis XiVth built 
&Hi citadel, and Fort St. John, to keep tlie inhabitants inaw^ wl^pre* 
tended to be free. The Jcbuics bad ft very fine observatory here^ and in 
tlie arsenal, built not long ago, there are arms for 40,000 m6n. In the 
House of Disciplir^e they w'cave gold, silver^ and silk brocades, Tlie drqgi 
are brought thither rpbm all pftrts of world. It is sweated on thh ilordi 
shore of the Mediterranean, in E. l(hig«4° 87^ N» lot. 43* 18', , 

j$Qb,Cf][ron Vol.XXXrXt ^ ir 
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A Sermon to the Diit rested Seamen on board the Abundance and Plovei 
Si 07 'e Shifts, and at the London Workhouse, Bishops^afe^ Strtef, ptenched 
on Sunday, Januaty J8, 1818, after Morjiinp: and E 7 'eninff Seiricc. 
By James RuDCt, M.A. F.R.S. ot'LuncUousc. Second Rditiou. Lon- 
don: Effingham Wilson, Roj^al Exchange. 1810. 

O UR gratification in the pel uscl of this Scimoii has been great ; not 
only fjoni the salutary doctiiue it contains^, but as delivered by a 
gentleman who has also taken an active ju.it as a Meinlv?r oi*the C!«)inniittcc 
for Distressed Seamen, in adtninisieiing (•> the bodily conilorls of those 
whom lie so benevolently addi esses. 

Haviiii; commenced his discourse bv a n.o&i cordial profession of In. 
sympathy in their distresses,* he alludes to tne peculiar circiniistanccj of 
their profession, and ilicir many deliverances irom the dangers incident 
thereto, and exiiorts them to be duly mindful of them. 

I would advise you,” s\vs he, “ to make a faithful register of these 
mercies in your hearts; so that should you be exposed lo any future visita 
tions of the kind, you may know saAtreyonr redemption lieth,*and that the 
arm of God will be stretched out to save you from impending destruction, 
if you repose your every confidence in his strength, and yourheaits wax not 
faint through any want of faith in the efl>cacy of his power, and in the 
grace of his mediation. When the disciples of our Lord were in a similar 
distress, and * there arose a great tempest on the sea, iiisnnuich that tlic 
ship was covered v\itli the waves;* in this cxtiernity they apfihcd to him 
in prayer, and suid, * Lord , save us, wo perish ! * he iiimu diatcly rchiikcd 
the winds and the sea, and ‘there was a gieai culm.* Well might the 
spectators of this miracle of mercy, and ilii^j act »if omnipotence, exclaim, 

‘ What manner of person is this, that even the ivind ami the sea obey hii:'!* 
..And, on another meniuiable oecasion, when Peter was sinking in the sea, 
the merciful arip of Jesus was iiitei post d, and caught him as he was pcrisli- 
:tig therein ; and heic, also, when ih.s m.ii vclluus aci of power and mercy 
was beheld, the cxclaruatiun) was, ‘of a tnitli, thou art the Son of God ! * 
And shall not the exircisc of the same meicy, niid instances of the same 
goodness, vbuchsufed to you hy the same holy arm, excite sinilar wonder 
and adoration within you ? Consider, my brethren, that or'tcn when you 
are sailing on the ocean of^lifc, it is the will of (>od thal<yuui* vessel shoiifd 
be overtaken by the stormy wind, and be tossed to and fro by the waves of 
the sea. And why are you thus assuultcrl, but for the trial of your faith, 
and the punishment of your ains r The succession and tlic violence of our 
trouble, the elevations and depressions of mind and fortune, the uncertainty 
of our counsels, and our utter inability to hcl[x ourselves, arc finely repre- 
sented by the multitude and the impetuosity of the waves — the tossings and 
p^itaUoos of the vessel— >th^ confusion, terror^ 40 d distress, among liie 
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enilars. In both cJlses^^rayer is the proper eH’ect, and the only remedy 
letc. With the earnestness of aflVighted mariners, who will liicn be devout, 
though they were never so before, we should ‘ cry unto tlie Lord Jesus in 
our trouble/ We should, as it were * awaken him/ like the disciples^' 
with repetitions of * Lord, save us, %vc perish 1 ’ Tiien will he arise, and 
rebuke the authors of our tribulation, saying unto them, ‘Peace, be still/ 
and they shall hear, and obey his voice. 

“ ‘ He will make the stoim a ralm, so tliat the waves thereof shall be 
till!,' and at length, after having passed all the waves of this troublesome 
world, he will bring us in peace, joy, and gladness, to our desired haver, i 
and we shall finally come to the land of everlasting life, thereto reign world 
without end wiih (iod ur Father, amt our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
^J'hu-s we see lliat there is no p.pintu d evil, out of which God is not both 
able and wilhni'; to deliver us, when wc call upon him. Are we ignorant of 
the way to ihr hravenl^ cliy ? He wil’ guide and ( giuluct us thither, AiC 
we ho'uid v\iilt { 111 ! ch'iiM’, of SMI and deatli ? He will loose and deliver u?. 
Are oii! iiii:,ii‘ .h^can d and liiuiuid ? He will lieal and invigorate then:; 
Are v.e in d:i,)gcr uf heui/ (»v*i u lielmed hy tlfc troubles of the world ? He 
will pie.srt IIS iM the midst uf theuit until he bid them cease. Of his 
powei mill inclitiatiun to do these things for our souls, he has gjven 
assurance to all men, by those pledges of his love, the benefits and bles- 
sings conferred on the bodies of his people, in leading the*) through the 
w]klciucss<o Cnnaan*— in rescuing them so often from rlic miseries ofeap- 
tivity— in healing ihcir diseases, and in saving those of them who ‘did 
business in great waters/ from the perils of the sea I 

Mr. Rudge had endeavoured to gain the attention uf his humble audience 
as to an especial friend, and he thus, in a note, describes his success : — 

“ On board tlie A bund nice «^ore-ship, there were about 200 sailors, up- 
wards of 300 on board ihr Plover, and in the London Workhouse about 
the same iinmhcr. 'flic whole of these poor men conducted themselves 
(luring service w'ltli ilie utmost propriety ; and a brave and distinguished 
otlicer of the Bniisli iiavv, vvliu accompanied me on this interesting occa- 
sion, together with thne or four gentlemen of the Committee besides, 
assured me, that in his life, most of which had been passed at sea, he 
novel witinssc^d riioie deconim, and a greater ap[>earancc of devotion! 
For my own part, I was never more gratified by any thing than by (he con- 
duct of these brave follows ; and if any serious impressions were wrought, 
and any good effects produced, f shall consider mystif abundantly remu- 
nerated, and asenhe the whole piaisc to that Almighty Being, to whom 
all praise, and glcsy, and ad*or:uioii, are due ! *1 lepcated my visit, on 
Sunday, Feh. I'Dt, and read pi.tvers and preached to the men on boty'd the 
Sapphire, Naiitdiis, Dasher, FMovei, niid Abundance, receiving ships; 
and nothing could exceed the attention and giatitudc woih which I was 
heard ! Many hiindicd copies uf this M>rmon had been distributed on 
board the diffeicnt vessels precciling week, and 1 vvas assured by the 

cominaiuling officers, that eat h man w«s veiy ih mkiul lor his copy, and 
was often seen reading it, cither u) him»eli, or to a few around him. 
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Many of them prc'^wd around me, and j^ave me lli'eir lilessin^!;, both on 
entering and on leaving t(ie ships ; and such a sincere and unpurchased ho- 
mage of the lieari J received, I hope, with a proper spirit of gratitude, as 
I am sure I returned it, with many a secret prayer to heaven lor their pre- 
sent and evtrlasling^fW / 

Thus are the minds and bodies of our brave and honest seamen com- 
forted by their grateful countrymen, and tlieir courage will have the addi- 
tional stimulus of gratitude for its exertions^ whenever the enemies of ihcir 
country shall arouse iC 


HYDROGRAPHY, PILOTAGE, &c. 


^ Coinih/ '•/' Perfh^ 

MR. uynaofrRAPHLK, • ' 10/// h\bi'uury^ liU«. 

I N perusing your Naval C'lironide fpr December last, 1 could not avoid 
observing tlit* great degree of pertinacity with vvbicli >(MirCorrt«pondent 
Sa/iiattias Perae atque StJenttne Amulor, lias end/ aroined to press on the 
public an illiibiofi ol his own biam, lespetting ilie vaiiatioii ol the coin- 
pass, which if I succeed in elucidaUng to his *>alisr.iclioM, I inriAsnie (if I 
may Judge from the name he has assumed j he will lecl griiterid for ilie 
information afforded iiirn. 

lie says, ** In the diflcrent epitomes of practical naviiralion, take, for 
iiibiance, “ (who is uii author f have not heard of belon ) “ third 

edition, it is stated, in defining the vanalion, uiui veiv piopeily staled, 
that “ It [the variation] is €‘ast or west, [acccmlmg?] as the magnetic 
north is inclined to tlieeasiui [the] west of the iruenoi tli point nfi he hori/on/' 
Cut it is subsequently stated, ni the diieclions for finding ihc vaii.itioii by 
means of amplitude^ and azimuths, that il the line ampiiiudis and 
aziinutlis be [are] to the right hand of the magni iic [•unphuidcs or 
azimuths], the variation is cast ; and, r/ r.-f/r." Now, lei us inai k tlie 
result of that direction or rule; and let us l^ornpaie it with the deiiiiitioti of 
the variation; we shall ccrtaimy find them in direct opjiosuion.’* 

On what I have quoted above, rests the mistake of your Corrcsp/indent ; 
for in place of that direction or rule,’* being in dncct opposition to what 
he has quoted from None, viz. that the variation is cast or wes^, according 
as the nicigneiic north is inclined to the castor west of the true north. I 
shall shew that they are in direct unison. *' 

The .true anqditude is the arch of the horizon, contained between the 
true west point of the horizon, and the centre of the sun at his setting. 
The magnetic amplitude is (he arch of the horizon coutahicd between the 
west point of the compass and the suii*s centre at his betting. 

I shall now state a case in explanation of v liai I ba\e advanced. For 
that purpose I shall take the true ai/.plitude at siin-bct (it n:atters not in 
wiiut latitude) lo be W. 45"' N* ut the time that the smi/s centre is 
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• 

observed to bear by rompas \V\N.W. or W. 30" N. Under these cir- 
cumstanres, it i** evident, liiut tlic inapnelic north has inclined two points 
to the eastward of the true north ; and that by so doing, it has drawn its 
west point two pointM to the iioitb of the true west ; and of cqjpr&e two 
points nearer the centre of t!ie sun at his setting : therefore, when we com- 
pare the true amplitude with the magnetic, the former being W. 46* N. 
and the latter oi#Iy \V. 22^ 30^ N. w’c find that the true amplitude being the 
largest arcli of the two, must of course extend to the right (if the magnetic: 
hence it will appear, that the direction in the epitomes alluded to by your 
Correspondent are correct. 

I shall now state a contrary case, by taking the true amplitude at sun 
setting, to be W. 22® 30' N. wlien the sun*s centre bore by compas N.W. 
or W. 45® N. Under these circumstances, it is perfectly evident, thatthe 
magnetic north must have’ inclined two points the west of the true 
north, thereby removing its west point two points to the south of the true 
west : and of course two poin/s farther from the sun’s ccntic at his setting, 
rroiii what I haie said, it tvill appear, fr»ni ilie true amplitude being 
\V. 22® oO' N. and the magnetic amplitude W. 45® N. that the true ampli- 
tude being the smallest arch, it must be to the left of iho magnetic ; and as 
the magnetic north lias inclined two points to the west of the trge north, 
it shews the variation must be westerly, and still in unison, witli the direc- 
tions abov««aliudcd to. 

As to tlio case vour Correspondent has supposed, of ;\ .hip being on the 
equator (for I ijresumc that is wliut he, means by the line) at the time of 
either cquinov, he has boon extremely unforiunaic, lor he condemns fnrii- 
self with his own words* 

I shall quote his own woids, and then shew his ciror : — 

“ A ship is on the line, ju-.t at the lime of either equinox ; the sun will 
thv?n set due west h> the wjild ; but, by compass, it is (ibserved to set, say 
VV.S.W. the vauhUon will then be two points, and ZiCst ; although by the 
rule, and by the vulg.ir usage, it is sani to bf cast, as the true amplitude is 
on the right hand of ihc mugncnc, 1 >okiiig from the cenrre of the compas. 
In tlie present instanci’, indeci^ there is no true amplitude ; but it is n?- 
presented by the true west.” 

iir 

Now, Sir, your CJorrcspondcnt says, jo the case above quoted, that the 
sunset due west, of course (as he remarks) ihcie could not be a true 
amplitude, t^^Ctiuse tlicic was m*t an arch of ilie hoi.zun between the west 
point of it, and tiie sunS centre ; but he supposes the sun to bear W.S.W. 
Cy compass, does»not that ^^K■lv that the magnetic west point had inclined 
two points north of il c true west ? of course its north ji.ont mnift be two 
points juclined to the east of the true nottli : and the mch of ike horizon 
contained between the inngnciic west piuiit, and the suifa centre at setting 
(being \V, 22"" 30' S.) is tlie variation : and the line west point of the hori- 
7on (as your CoiTcspondcni observes) representing the true amplitude; 
and being to the right of the magnetic,* it is evident t'lc vaiialion must he 
tastcrl; according to the rulcS; and dTCctious g’-cn in ibe epitomes ol 
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practical navigation in general use ; and not as your Correspondent 
strongly asserts. 

in have succeeded In making the error of your Correspondent under- 
‘ stood, It will atford me pleasure, as it ma) tend to prevent young men, in 
whose hadbs your vaUiabio publication may be put, from being led astray 
by bis pompous and liigb-sounding declamation. I am at the same time 
truly sorry your Correspondent should have remained many yeart deeply 
impressed with what be conceives an incongruity, in such a plum and clearly 
stated problem, when by devoting half an hour to the study of it, as stated 
in any of the epitomes of practical navigation, be must have discovered 
the truth. 1 am. Sir, 




THE PRINTER. 


W HO is it, ** gentle Reader,” who 

Thul labours hard in pleasing you, 
liy telling all lhut*s strange and new ? 

The Printer. 


Who is it brings you from afar, 

Iiitc lligtnce of bloody war, 

Or feats of some iiumorial tar ? 

The FrinltT 


Who tells you of the afTairs of state. 

Whilst Icgishiiurs legislate, 

And are engaged in narro debate ? 

riie Printer. 


Who is It, that with sluk and tu/c, 

Cliiistiscs well the kn.ive and fool, 

And kccj’b in awe the party-tool ^ 

Ihc Printer. 

By wlioin is it that learning’s got, 

And genius perrcction brought— 

Oil ! Reader, say — say, is it iiot 

The Printer? 

Say> ye who always wish to know 
iiow llie concerns nutious go — 

Wiiu do you fur that knowledge nwe ? 

‘ The Printer. 

J 
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Ye politicians (who can tell) 

Who makes you understand so well 
The affairs on which you love to dwell ? 

* The Printer, , 

Then in no case should you delay, 

(Though many do from day to day) 

With punctuality to — 

The Pfinlcr. 


ADDRESS TO T41E OCEAN. 

H ail miglny Ocean, wond’rous deep, 

Whose towering waves succci»sive roll , 
Or lulled hy a gentle calm to sleep, 

As smooth as||glass ’tween either Pole. 

How glorious when the morning Sun, 

Silvers thy bosom, far and wide ; 

Or, when its daily race is run, 

It rjclily gilds thy sparkling ti3e. 

Iliif>ly tliy polish’d Jurface bright, 

Red ects the Sky’s cocrulean hue ; 

Or tho thrice brilliant Stars of night, 

A doubled radiance shews in you. 

Tremendous is the awful change, 

^^’hun the dark tempest howls aloud ; 

And thy fierce billows take a range, 

That scarcely bends beneath tlie cloud. 

Now the frail bark resistless drives, 

And ilic brave Seamen meet their graves; 
Nought can pri'«frvc tlieir valued lives, 

But liic “ Drcad«Powcr who stills the Waves,’ 

February y J318. 


TO THE NEW YEAR. 

% • 

BY MRS. m‘mULLAK, 

ri^lIOU art not drest in Spring’s reviving hue ; 

Nor summer- drapery of etherial blue ; 
Autiiniii’s rich mantle is not on thy form ; 

But Winter hails thee from the halls of storm. 
War’s sounding bugle wakts no echoing strain, 
^ut Peace salutcaUbliee on the whiten’d plain ! 
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Ill soothing carols breathes her grateful vow, 

And weaves au olive chaplet for ih^ brow. 

Then come, mild spirit of the new-born Year, 
Banish each sigh, and dry Misfortune's tear; 

Give hope*s fair visions to the anxious breast, 
Bring present joy, and be in future blest. 

Let not the traces of thy rapid flight, ^ 

Stain Britain's day-star with the gloom of night — 
not the garlands of the peasant's mirth, 
Become dark cypress on his lowly hearth — 

Let not thy memory be in grief obscur'd, 

Nor thy evepts in misery immur'd. 

Thy predecessor mark’d his dreary reign, 

With deepest anguish, and with hopeless pain ; 
Puft from Britannia's Crown the brightest gem, 
And pluck’d the sole leaf from the parent-stem; 
Veil'd Hope's warm wishes in a si loky cloud. 

Till to Despair each sweet expectance bow'd ! 
Come, then, though cradled on a mount, of snow, 
Though ice-u rought arrows and u IVozen bow 
A f tend ill}’ hiith, yet may thy hours' swift wing 
Heal wintry sadness with the smile of Spiing ! 

hy the rich, and welcom’d by the jioor, 
i^■omlSC of joy to Britain's iaiul restore. 

Loi not young Love, nor lipen'd Friendship, tliinL, 
Toy hand vvdl wither every sacred link. 

If in liic hcait one form bclov'd is kept, 

T o’er one hallow'd name true Love has wept, 

Ji o'er one relic midnight tears arc shed, 

If ii om the soul earth's dearest bliss has fled— 

Oil ! bring a solace from the fount above, 

/I balm cxti acted from Llysian T,ovc ! 

TitiiC ! swift ambassador 'twixt God and man, 
Design's great parent, soul of ev’ry plan, 

Thy periods from the birth-day to the grave, 
Succcssixc follow as the restless wave 
Breaks into liquid fragments on the shore. 

Then iiiingles with the ocean as before. 


ON THE MEETING D)Il^THE RELIEF OF DISTRESJSED 
SEAMEN. 


Y e friends of old Albion ! ye friends of her might ! 

Who smile on the days when lie/' banner unfurl'd 
Stream'd far and stream’d wide the red beacon of flght, 
And the peal of her thunder was heard o’er the world f 
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Yc fricuds of old Albion ! ye friends of the brave ! 

Who o’er the deep ocean lier gloiy have borne— 

Shall the son of licr pride — shall the tar of the wave— 
Shall the bold British saiieft* now wander forlorn ? 

Ye friends of old Albion ! of pity the friends! 

The lone seaman view on his own native shore; 

That form once erect, now how feebly it bends ; 

IIow' dim is that eye that once “ kindled in war; 

How withoiM the brow, and how pale is the face; 

While down its deep furrows the briny tears ercep— 
Say, under that sad drooping form could you trace. 

The bold British sailor once fear’d o*ci‘ the deep ? 

Ye friends of old Albion ! remember the chief, 

To whose wor3s mighty fame every Briton directs, 
While conquest and death were entwining his wreath, 

** His duty from cacA man fair EngisMul expects ! ” 
Though the siangliter be past — -djough tlie battle be o’er, 
The sweet bond of duty is never to cease : 

*Twas the tars* to defend you in fierce J^agirig war ! 

'Tis your*s to protect them in soft smiling peace ! 

Ye friends of old Albion ! who oft have remov’d 
Tlie hot tear of anguish for pleasure’s gay Smile, 

Y^e friends of old Albion I who often have prov’d 
That Chanty reigns over Liberty’s isle ! 

See, now tapers high, bright Benevolence* flame ! 

(So, after dark night, comes the rose-tinted morn). 
While the sons of Britannia united exclaim — 

The bold British tar shall ne’er wander forlorn ! 


LETTETl OX SERVICE. 
published in the Gazette.^ 

His Majestps hired Tinder Louisa , Cork Hurhour^ 
SIR, October U8th, 180r. 

I BEG Icavi^to inform you, that on the S8tii ult. at 11 A.M. ijl. 50° 46\ 
long. 50' W. I descried a lugger under my lee bow standing to the 
we*stward, under a press of suit ; by noon she bad Veathered and distanced 
so much, as to tack and pass four miles to windward, and when oq my 
quarter, bore round up in chase, wTih an English red ensign Hying ; at 3, 
being then within pistoUslioi, she hauled down her colours, and desired me 
in had English to strike, and conic pii board ; at the same time ranging un- 
der my lee quarter, and firing.his great guns, which 1 now perceived to he, 
seven of a side, and all his musketry intiFinc, when an action ensued, with 
the muzzles of our guns nearly touching, which lasted with great obstinacy 

13aij.£I}ran.Voi.XXXlx. ‘ z 
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an hour, when she sheered off, under alt the sail they could set, and in a 
quarter of an hour, although chased, wa|> out of the reabh of my guns. I 
regret, Sir, it was not my good$ fortune to succeed in capturing her ; but 
when it is recollected what kiiui of vessel ilie Louisa is, \\itli only four 
three-pounders, two of vjiich we|^ Uisuhled in tl.c middle of the engage- 
ment, will, I hope, plead il»e impniciicnbiliry. I crinsidcr it n fortunate 
circumstance, from the incessant firing, thut iny loss m':ii no more than two 
men killed, and a petty officer wounded, with my saiU. laiil, and rigging 
considerably damaged. 1 liave to offer my uannest iu kiiiiMlodgmenfs to 
Lieut. Herbctt Powell, of the Virgimu, for tlie assisiaiict he itiiderednic 

in this unequal contest, who, with two petty od.tcra, mar>m s, and four 
teamen beluiiuiiig n> tliat^^hip, So effictu iily, hy their well diKcted fire, re- 
^ulscds eod twice drove from their quarters, the most of il.fm licit filled 
the enemy's decks ; niy thanks are likewise due to Mr. Thomas Qnmn, for 
hit gallantry and piompt olifdipitce to orders ; as vtdl ns t<> IVfr. liillard 
Huggard/ midshipman, who received a musket-ball in ihr> head f hut, I 
am happy to say, not a daogeious one. It would be siiDCMnnons fer me to 
make any comment on the hr.ivery of liie 1R men comprising the Louisa^ 
crew, the battle will speak for itself. A list of the killed and wounded I 
tubjoin, and have the honour to be, Sir, your’s, &c. 



Xo James HawkUs Whitskedf Ejtj- Lieutenant commanding. f 

4rc. 4 r* 


A List of Killed and Wounded, 

John Delany, seaman, belonging to Virginia, killed. 
Thomas Dingle, ditto, ditto, Louisa. 

Mr. liilianl Iluggard, iindsiiipinan, woundid in the head. 


* bin, ^ Patriotic Funt/, Lltyi/d's, ^6th Januaryj^ 1803. 

In reply to yemr K-tlfr of the l6ih ol No ciaht r imd 38ilj uf December, I beg 
leave to inlonn you, iliat (he Coiiinnin c have votrd ihe .•.run ol lor'v pounds to 
Mr. Htllard II(i>:g.ir(J, helongmg to tiis Mujesiy’s. hired armi-d lender Lfjuisa, un- 
der your coiiimaiid, Mounded in artnci witli the enemy cm ihe V'bih ot October 
bist, which It IS requfsied lie wdl draw for on me nt three days* '^ight, and it will 
be duly .hoiiouied. The cases of the relatives ol the iiie^i kill.^d Mill be taken 
into conSider^ion, whenever they apply to (lie Coriiinitlei', 

X am, Sir, your most ohedieiit liiiiuble servant, 


To Captain Hoi/, Cove, Cork, 



f The Admiralty, to mark their*8cnse of the gallant conduct of Lirutenrtr.t 
Hoy, promoted biw to the rank of cammaade: on the i^dth of November, 1U07. - 
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NAVAL HISTORY Of" THE PRESENT YEAR 1818 . 

( Janmryt^Fehruary.) " 

RETROSPECTIVE ANJ> MISC;BLLANE0US. 

rjlllfe recent r^rts respecting the conduct of the new De}' of Algiers, 
A prove him worthy of the people by whom he has been choseL* 
These reports, however, vary in their statements, nnd ho ol^ciai con'^ 
munication of die atiocities they contain, we believe, have a» yet been 
received-— they are to the following effect: 

"^hc Journal des Dt'bafs contains niiViiclc from Genoa, dated Jan. 
whieik communicates the following dreadful outrage. It purports to 
he related by the Vice-Consul from the Sardinian Court to Algiers, wh*i 
bad fled /roin ibe scenesuf horror. * A Sardinian brig had been captured 
and cni^diictcd to Algiers, under pretence that its papers were mu regular. 
The Vice-Consul protested agajiist the seizure* ami proceeded to the palace 
of the Dey, with his colleagues, the other Consuls. The Dey received 
them, surrounded by his guards, with bis swoid in his hand. The English 
Consul presented himself at the same instant to protest against the act%of 
\iolencc which his sun and two ucices had experienced. They had bccfi 
sp’zcd in the street, tlic young man was thrown into a dungeon, and the 
two ladies T:t)iiveyLd to the Dey's seraglio, where they were clotiif d 
in Turkish hahilimenis. Tfie Dey enraged, ordered the Cnptaia.uf h's 
guards to hnng tiie young Englishman before Inin, and had bis head cut 
off in presence of his fatiier. The bloody head was exposed at the gate of 
the palace, and the English Consul retired tremidiiig. Tfie Vice Consuiy 
ill answer to his demand, was ordered iiibtaiitly to leave Algiers. His 
d.tughier was dragged from him by violence. We cun hardly credit these 
horrors.* 

The fuilowing paragraph from the Courier, gave reason to hope that the 
above was a fabrication : — 

•• We were assured in the city, that regular accounts have been received 
from the ageni-i of Lloyd’s at Genoa, bearing date the S3d^f January^ 
eight days b»tt'r than inat of llic^intclligence relating to Algiers; that hU- 
ters have also icached several merchants immediately connected with Uiat 
city, and that through neither of the above channels has the slightest notice 
transpired of the circumstances in question.’* 

In this grou^id of disbelief we should have been happy to acqdicsce, but 
the subjoined paiagraph fiozn the Ftench papers, although it contradicts 
the* precise facts stated,* contains such an Recount of the new Dey, 
that nothing is to be expec'a-d but a daring and insolent iiifringemet of 4he 
irenry concluded with his prcdecessoV. 

Faris, Feb, [>.— ‘'fhe following are the details which Admiral Sir Sidney 
Smith has leceivcd, and which he bus ma<le known, in a report mldressed 
to the Anti-piraticul institution of the Knights Liberators of Christr.ui 
Slaves;— The captain of the Surdiniau^olacrc, the Delle Marie, which 
arrived at the Lazaretto of Tort hlahoui on liie Ciii of December lust, 
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htinDg left Algiers on the 2d of that month, states, as well as the passen- 
gers who escaped on board his vessel, that the new Dey, Ali Ilodgia, con- 
iirmed in his power by a consideraale party of Moors, had set no bounds 
to his fury and tyrannical acts; that all the European Powers had been 
insulted without distinction ; that ali the Consuls had been menaced and 
terrified by a numerous band of negroes, composing llie Dey’s guard; and 
that they had been obliged to shut themselves up in their houses, whigh 
had ceased ever to be an inviolable asylum for them. This captain reports 
that Ali-Hbdpia has de,«»troycd the iincient pdluce of his predecessors, and 
has established himself in a fort, called the Castle of the Emperor; and 
that lie has not hesitated to seize t!io irousure which he found there, the 
deposit of which had been till that time icligiously preserved; and that he 
has thus procured imincnse sums to pay for a long time liis horrible satel- 
lites, and to iiicreu'sc their number^. Tlie Dey has caused to be carried 
off two daughters of a Jewish family, whose father was a broker to the 
English Consulate; and tv^o days after, the eldest daughter of Sieiir Pomi- 
lubio, keeper of the rrencii Inn. Tiiat nnloj tu'iaie girl has bfen forced 
10 marry the Dey; and is to day a sovereign, waiting the fate of the 
daughter of the Dey of Titcra, carried off m like manner by the late Dey 
Hadgi Ali, and found afterwards dead in a dungeon, emaciated by famine. 
The greater part of the Consuls assembled to complain of these things in 
common; but having been informed before they arrived at the palace 
that Ali- ilodgia had ordered Ins negroes to fire on that Consul who should 
hazard a complaint, and being ronvmcc'd, on their arrival at the palace, of 
the truth of the information that had been given to them, by the menacing 
gestures of the ncgiocs, who immediutcdy auriounded iliem, they were 
obliged to retire, after having bad recouisc to insignificant and common- 
place observuiions to fill up the time of that Useless audience. The mea- 
sure adopted by tlie new Dev, who is a Tuik. of arming the people of the 
country .igainst Iih fi llow-nuzen^, is a new epoch m the history of these 
countries. Such an vxuinple {iLlhonses every other M a home tan to assem- 
ble an army of me ceneraries of the same species, and to dispute the 
sovereignty with h in. ATuik of distinction some time since attempted 
it, and marSlied ai;iini.st Ali-Hodgia with ilie troops lie had collected nt 
Coiistantme; but the fate of the first battle was disastrous to him, and he* 
w'ns made prisoner. The hospitality which Ali-Hodgia had reccned in 
former times, induced him to ^raiit him his life; hut be banished him, 
after givip«; him lOUO sequiiia. Tiie iiisurgeiiL Turkish Chief is arrived at 
Port Mahon. 

An official regulation \vas csiablislied on the 31st Jai^uary last, fixing the 
rank which licuteiiants shall ba\e attained to qualify them in future to 
appointments as first lieutcnaijis of ships: namely, iS years for ships of 
the line; 11 years for large frigates; 9 years for small frigates and other 
post ships; 5 years for sloops and brigs bearing two Jieuterauts. The 
regulation is not to iiiteiferc with coiiiiiiissioiis granted previously to the 
date of the order. 

Sir George Cuckburn, it is said, will succeed Sir George Flope, as one 
^of the Lords of the Admiralty, when the latter takes the Leith command.^ 
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REMARKS ON THE WEATHER. 

JAKtTARY 'SI* with light rain and wind early: cirri and cufHuli^ 

with sunshine after 10 A.M.: from 8 till 1^ P.M. a lunar halo, 44^ iii 
rhorizoiitHl diameter, as measured by a sextant, and- a close corona imme- 
diately round the inoon^ ' 

22. At half-past 7 A. M. a perfect rainbow in the N.W. : nimbi and 
rain through the d.iy, and a strung gale from the west at night. 

23. A.M. cirrostratus^ followed by nimbi and showers, with interrals 
of sunshine; P.M cumutostnUus, and a strong gale froinWS.W.; aiso a 
lunar Iralo of the same diameter as (he last inentiuned, but its prismatic 
colours were more lively, from 10 till midnight. 

24. A rainy morning : at noon a perfect but faint coloured r.'iiiihcw 
in the north : P.M. tine, with ru/Mu/t and erroewnulif followed by heavy 
cumulostrutus. 

25. A light hoar frost early, and clear sky till 0 A.M., when there 
w'as a transient shew of cir/oru;//u/u.« from the north: a fine day, with 
cirroslratus and distant cumuli : light rain in the night— ^the maximum of 
temperature towards inorning. 

2(5. Dri'/r.ling ram till 9 .'>.M., then sun tnd clouds till noon; P.M. 
wind and light rain. 

27. A veil of cirrostmtu^^ which was tinged with a deep red, and 
hoautifiilly fretted and enibo^'sed near its edge in the S.E. just before sun- 
jiNf*” ilK'i-r* was at the same time a blush in the western regie ns : a fine 
(lay, vMtIi tlu^ superior riiodtfications of clouds: rain in the night. 

28. Pine, with citrus^ and cioud-cupped cloiiris, and a few .drops of 
rain : the latter part of the evening clear, and an eddy wind. 

29 . Cirrus from the west, passing to cirroslratus, cumuli in the S.!*!, 
and a light lioar frost: at 8 A.M. a corona round the sun, followed imme- 
diately by a .du>rt shower of rain: a cloudy day, and a strong gale fr»nu 
the south: lightning and thunder at P.M., and a large crowned nimbi 
and showers ilirougli the night. 

30m At 7 A.M. a heavy storm of hail for five minutes: cumulostrutus, 
nimbi, and showers through tiie day, and u contiiiuat.on of the gale from 
tiie west. 

81. A grrv skv eaiiv : a fine d.'iy, witli a cold steady breeze from e 
X.W.: ami light showeis of snow in the evening: the night alter- 

nately clear and clmidy. 

February I. Ham early: at 8 A.M. fwo currents of wind crossing 
tMch other at ri^lit angles, and a storm of bail and rain : the reiiiainder 
• )f the morning line, with cumuli and cirrostruti : at a ^ before 3 P.M. a 
shower of bad and snow : the night as the preceding. 

2. A little lime fell this rnoniiiig, and the ice was Jth of an inch iliirk : 
a veil of cmrtslrutuswwd nii-sty round the horizon early; snow in large flakes 
from 10 A.M. till 4 P.M. whtri it was 2 inches deep: the lat'ter part of 
tiic* night clear. ^ , 

.3. A dark iliick foK, and the icy efflorescences on the inside only of 
the wimJows: a shower (if snow and sleet from 9 till 10 A.M. after- 
waids a fine day, with cumuli and cumuloitrati : the night as the preceding, 
and frosty. 

4. A.M. light snow, chry*^taUized in stars: nVrosfrat'us in bed|^in the 
afternoon : the uiglu as the preceding, 

5 . Hoar frost and ice, I'ollowcfi by fog and cumulosirutus, behind 
which llie sun rose very red : from 8 till noon a clwir sky : P.M. fine, w ith 
curocumufiis, and liemispheiical piles td* cu/7(u/<, capped, both in the north 
and south: the lught as the preceding* ' 
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6. Aa the prccedin}; till 8 A.M., then cirrus^ cumuli^ attenuated cirro^ 
stratus, and a sular corona: at 30 minutes F.M. the upper part of a large 
^oJar halo appeared : a clear sky the refiiaiiider of the da^ and night. . 

7- Hoar ri*o>.t miuI ice early : a fogi:v dnv, with some short intervals of 
faint ^iDsliine: the fog more dense and cold through the night. 

8. As tite preceding da> and night, with a diminished temperature, 
and ati increased density of ih^' f«ig, which towards the evening had a 
strong clectiic smell— several wheirie*i that were plyinj^ lost their way in 
Portsmomh harbour, and some (tf them were carried out to S^ithead before 
the wntei men could di^Co\ or their mistake, -flt^th of an inch in depth 
was deposited in the raingagc from the fog during the last 24 hours. 

9- At 7 A.M. the temperature df the fog within 12 feet of the ground 
was 8 below the freezing poin* ; mid fiic small })ai tides of water wore 
converted mro icy globules, previous to their lodging on the trees and on 
the ground : P.M. a htile faint sunshine, find a dripping from ti»e trees. 

10. Hi » ar frost affid ice ; a clear sky through the day and night, but 
hazy round the horizon from evaporation : a iine sunset, and a blush on 
the twilight— the non-illum'^nated part of the moon's disc well defined 
with ilie naked eye. * 

1 !• Hoar Trust and ice*, a cold<iay and night, and an obscured sky. 

12. As the preceding, except the frost. • 

13 * A M. fine, with cumulostratus : P.^^I. a clear sky, and a blush’ on 
the twilight. 

l*lf. Jloar frost and ice early; a fine sunny day, with a strong easterly 
hreeze, cumulostratus and ci?'rostratuXf the latter in lofty beds: the inuou 
and Mars in apparent contact at 9 P.M. a clear inooniiglit night. 

15. A.M. a copious fall of dew from a transparent atmosphere; 
P.M. fine, with vumuli, heavy cttmtiloHlratvs, and several lunar coronas. 

16. A fine temperate day, wiili rirrocumulus above cirrostratus, and 
other modilicaiioiis of clouds: at 7 P.M. a lunar halo 47“ in diameter. 
Mars being on the extremity of its western edge, also on the meridian, 
and distant from the moon's centre 23® 30'; there were, at the same time 
a close corona round the moon, ainl a dark green circle surrounding it — 
the exteiii'r edge of the green circle was red, and measured 3“ in diameter, 
and the cxtciior edge of the corona was of a deep yellow, and measured 
1“ 30' in diameter. 

17* 'I'iie feun rose ^(n/ m/^nnd his disc 'vas cut apparently by several 
liori/ontal bars or streaks of cir rostra tux : a tine day, with cirroriimuli iii 
llocks and in beds, and innrctailed cirri, winch tended downwards, ami 
eventually passed to cirrostraii in the dircciion of the wind : the morning 
and evening dewy : a clear sky fioin sunset till midnight, and a quiescent 
barometer duiing the last 36 hours. • 

18. A.M. steady r.iin, and ti strong breeze from the south: P.M. 
heavy ram and nimbi: at 6 the wind increased a very strong gale from 
the S.W. and ii c^Jiiiinued squally till the early part of the inonniig, when 
a current sprung fiom the eastward. 

19* A vciy ilcnse fog trom 7 till 0 A.M , then fine, with an inoscula- 
tion of cirrovumulus and cinostralus : RM min, and a moderate gtile 
from the west. 

l20 * A M. sunshine and showes of lain at noon pliniiose, undulated, 
and linear ruritx fioin the ^est : P.IM, hm-. wiih lonli .uid low cumuli, 
capped, which disappeared at sunset : n ck-ar ni- ouliglit 1111 : 111 . 

for the definitions of ihc tK/ineiiclalure of clouds, sec the o7lh volume 
of the Naval Chronicle, page 174. • 

Rhiiata. — III our last number, page 80, first line, for Xlcgist or r^'ad Joanird : 
pj*:!'.* 84. Ill the results under the table, }nini>nii.Tn ot ihcrfucmelrr^ Or diliOjiiaiutly, 
J.muary 2011 j, read pL’cember 26th, 
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IPromotioiiR anti *9ppoiittment0. 

Admirals, Captains, &c. appointed. 

** Admiral Sir George Cainpbell/G.C.6. ;is appoin|$|d conimaadcr-ia-diicf 
at Portsmouth. I? 

Adnriral 8ir Charles Moricc Pole, Bart. K.C.B.is appointed Granii Cross 
of the Hon. Unitary Order of the Bath* rife. Sir Anger Cunib.. 

Rear-Admiral Sir 'J'hornas Francis Rreemnnifc, K.C.B. to Grand Ctoss 
of the Bath, nice Sir John rhoiuas Duckworth* deceased. 

And Rear-Admiral Sir George Cockburo, K.C.B* to Gratid Cross, vie 
Sir Richard Onslow, deceased. 

Captain T. A. Collier, to the Lii'crpool ; Hon. H. I. Gordon, to the Car- 
nation : James H. Pluinridge, to the Sappho ; G. W. H. Knight, to the 
smuggling preventative service, it East Bourne : VVni. Walpole* to the 
Curlew; Wui. Ramsden, to the D^eriile ; A. Rennie, to the Tecs; .C 
Forties, to the Grasshopper ; J. E. Lock, to the Kdtii ; A. R. White, to 
the Spe^ ; Hon. Win. (Jordon, t(» the J'lipave. 

Pursers, &c. appointed. 

Mr. S. Fisher to be purser of the Tees : Mr. Berrell, to be purser of the 
Carnation. \ 

JVlrt*. Wm. Petrec, to be master of the Ipliigeuia. 

Mr. T. Bone, to be purser of the S|>5y. 

^Ir. J. Jarman, to be purser of tfie Dorothea; Mr, Barrett, tf) he purser 
of “the Trent. Both of whicl\, vessels are about to be employed on the 
expedition to the arctic regions. 

Lieutenants appointed. 

Lieutenant Andoc, is appointed Lieutenant-Governor and Sd'eretary of 
the Naval Asylum, vtcc Captain Baynes, deceased. 

Lieutenant J. McArthur Lowe, Co be a coimnandcr. 

Lieutenant Robertson, to the Isabella, fitting for the voyage of discovery 
to the arctic regions ; Lieut. Parry, and Lieut. Hoppner, to the Alexandria ; 
Lieut. J. W. Morrell, to the Dorothea; Lieut. 1'ranklin,an(J Lieut. Beechv, 
to the Trent; Lieut. Hebron, to the Spey; Messrs. D. Kidgway and 
Gardner, late acting lieutenants in the Iphigeiiia, arc confirmed to Ijiat rank. 
DEATHS. 

Lately, at Sidmouth, aged ?.') yearb, Miss J,eti(ja Archer, only daughter 
of the late Captain B. Arciier, JLN . 

Lately, at Lyminsier, Lieutenant Davis, U.N. 

Lately, (’a pram Jos. England, R.N. 

On the 5th of October, in Soho-squarc^Mr. William Buchanan, surgeon 
R.N. Date of appointment, 2'2d January, U»I0. 

On' the 17th of November last, at Malta hospital, Mr. Wm. Lash, mid- 
shipman of fj.lVJ.S. Myrnndon, ag(d years, son of Mr. Juiiits Little, 
Master U.N. 

On the 6th February, suddenly, at his house in the Edgew a re-road, of 
gout in the stomach, Rear-Admiral Charles Dudley P^iter. • The lady of 
the Rear-Admiral died on the 5»h ultimo.* 

On the 7th February, In Dublin, Lieutenant D. BoltiJii, H.N. Date of 
commission, 12th August, J800. 

On the 14lh February, ('aptuin T. Baynes, R.N. Secretary and Lieulcn- 
RDt-Govermir of the Royal Naval Asylum at Greenwich. 

On the 19th rehruary, at Portsmoulb, Mijs WiLkbani, neice of the laic 
Lieutenant Wicktiaui, R.N. 

•** The Memoir of Sir Hugh PalVser having su immerlia||||^.i>ncexion ^ 

Qiat of Admiral Kep|)el,a reference shi^nld h.^ve hern lo it— itlwre^^pply the , 
'oiiifssion hy refenng our readers lo Vol. Vll p. 277 of our Chronicle, where 
will h" an mn^iostin" Memoir and ‘Porlruii of ihSa t'allant Admirnl. 

* Fide page h7. 



ADDENDA 


^ TO TBE 

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMofR 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM LAYMAN, 

OF THE &OTAL NAVY. 


I N' pursuance of our wish to give publicity to the meritorious 
exertions of an able and active naval officer, we insert the 
following Addenda to our memoir of Captain Layman’s public 
services. 

Soon after Captain Layman had written some suggesfions 
founded on the equitable principles of Lord Nelson’s excellent plan 
for rcgunil'ing an officer’s promotion by bis merits, inserted in our 
38th Vo' Muc, p. 3G, under the signature of Precursor, be received a 
circular jcttcr * from the Admiralty, on the S!6thof August, 1817, 
of vviiich the following is the substance 


It being frequently found necessary to ascertain in wliat ships indivi- 
dual officers have been at different times serving, iny Lords Commissioners 
of ihe Admiralty bnve commanded me to desire that yon will be so good as 
to fill up the inclosed form as accurately as your recollection may enable 
you to do, from your original entrance into the service up to the present 
time. You will please to sign your name at full length at the foot of the 
nturn. 


(Signed) 




Sec.^ 


Captain Layman returned for answer ^ 

** Agreeable to desire, I have filled up the list to the best of my 
recollection as in«tiiiie of seiviiude, and as thj pnper is stated to be a 
‘ Memorandum of Services/ to which I am required to sign my nqine, I 
beg leave to add, that when master's mate of the Myrmidon, I did, at the 
age of 17 years, scuttle the ’tween decks in a very heavy gale of wind, to 
which measure was attributed the preservation of the ship. That after 
having been fui,ur years in the^sliip, when paid off I received the strongest 


* Vide N.C, vol, xxxviii. page 

J3ft\i.€!)ron.Vol. XXXIX. * 
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testimony as to the execution of iny duty, with a recommendation to Cap- 
tain Brown, that I should be found ^ a great ncquisitiori on hoard the 


ill that ship will speak 
ing the Pegasus, in the 


Anipbion/ The manner of my performing my dii 
' for itself, by the Duke of Clarence, whdh commalS 
West Indies, having twice applied fur me ; hut Captain Brown declined his 
assent, and did not afterwards, wiien I was seised with the fever (from my 
exertions in heaving down the ship, ns both lieutenants died at Jamaica) 
acquiesce in my Unving the ship, until the medical men represented that a 
change of climate was the only chance to save my life. That in consequence 
of the Report of the Commissioners of Woods, Forests, &c. published in 
1792, Stating, ^ Such is the present state of the growing timber, and the 
prospect of future supply, that this country will, in all probability, expe- 
rience \faial want of great oak tin^r, and become dependent on othec 
powers for the means of supporting her navy,’ 1 was induced to pay the 
most unremitting attention and research to the resources of our possessions 
' in ,.j^e East for naval purposes ; upon wliich subject I submitted some 
suggestiqns to his Majority’s ministers in 179r, which were well received ; 
but It having been reported from Bombay, that ships of the line could not 
be built there, I went upwards of 50fi miles in one instance to ascertain 
one point, and was desired to shew the practicability. In 1800, on my 
Toluntecritig my services to !i2arl St. Vincent, and joining him in conse- 
quence of his answer saying—* I desired Captain Gray to assure you, that 
1 should be happy to have you in the ship with me ; and if there' is nothing 
to detain you longer ashore, by shewing this letter to the captain of any 
ship of war under my orders coming to this rendezvous/ (before Brest) 
' you will he sure to receive all the attention due to your ch:irncter, and 
the very laudable spirit which inspires you to serve under the auspices of 
St. Vincent.’— I presented to his Lordship a plan for building a ship of the 
line and a frigate annually at Bodibay, with which he liighly approved, and 
when at tlie head of the Admiralty, ordered it to be carried into execu- 
tion. That from my attention to the resources of the East, 1 was 
enabled to suggest, during tlie scarcity in 1800, tlie propriety of restricting 
al)ips1)Ound to India from carrying out superfluous bread and marine stores^ 
which met with great attention, and was acted upon. 

That as pure water is well knowm to contribute to the health and com- 
fort of seamen, I rendered the most fetid water perfectly sweet and clear 
on board the Formidable, as appears by the certificate from Sir Edward 
Thornborough. 

Tliat when belonging to the St. George, and tliat ship not being in the 
action off Copenhagen on the 2d of April, 1801, 1 volunteered my services 
on that occasion, the performarH C of which appears ifi the letter from 


Lieutenant-general Hun. Sir \Vm. Stevvart, who was commaiider-in-chici' 
of the troops placed under my direction. 

That in 1802, I suhiiiitted to his Majesty’s ministers an efTictunl substi- 
tute for the African Slave Trade, by introducing the skdl and industry of 
th2 free labourers, and the valuable productirms of the Easu hito the Wqst 
Indies, together with the advanta^s which would attentf^m establishing 
of Chinese in Ceylon, which was considered deserving of adoption, although 
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renJerftd abortive in the execution with respect to the West Indies, as 
shewn in letters from Sir Samuel Hood, Mr. Vansittart, and Mr. Wm. lie 
Blanc, nephew to tlu|^ate Jud^e, with a report on the subject from a 
Committee of the House of Commons. 

** That on the recommencement of ho|tili tics in 1803, 1 joined theVictory, 
which ship, on the passage out to the Mediterranean, having retaken his 
Majesty's late Ship Ambuscade, I was sent in charge, and hfter capturing 
a French ship and a Dutch vessel, arrived at Gibraltar, tn defiance of the 
Revanche French 40-gun frigate ; and from thence rejoineci the Victory 
off Toulon. After being employed by Lord Nelson on particular service of 
reconnoitring, I was appointed lo cotnmand the Weazle, for the service of 
the Straits, the execution of which ap{>ears by the representation of the 
In habitants of Gibraltar, as well a4^the commnnder-in-chiers commen- 
dations. ^ 

** That having submitted to Lord Nelson a sketdi of cruisers best suited 
for the Straits, to he 6tted with Chinese sculls, and guns to fire in mry 
direction : his T/irdsliip instantly on reading the paper, wrote at the bot- 
tom, ' 1 perfectly agree in the propriety of having vessels of the above 
description stationed in the Straits, and I know no person so fit to com- 
mand them as Captain Layman ; * which rcoominendation, together with his 
own testimonials, were sent by his Lordship officially to the Admiralty in 
1804. The late Lord Melville, on receiving the despatches, immediately 
.icquie*iced in the propriety of having vessels of the desciiption mentioned ; 
but in order to avoid lo<>.s of time by building, 1 proposed to convert one of 
the 18-guii brigs, and was appointed to the Raven ; on the arrival of 
which vessel, a description was given in an elaborate work, when I wa* 
abroad. That the said vessel having been wrecked off Cadiz, from the 
neglect and drunkenness of the officer of^the watch, and such circumstances 
onitted in the narrative of the loss, by particular desire of Lord Nelson, 
from motives of humanity, the cuurt pronounced censure on the com- 
m.inder, from a paper said to be a copy from the log, but which afterwards 
appeared to be a forgery. When this fact was known to Lord Nelson, he 
was about to order a revision of the sentence ; but as it was found it would 
produce irritation and party in \he squadron, nil the facts proving the for- 
gery, on which the error of the sentence was grounded. Lord Nelson for- 
warded officiullif to the Admiralty in March, 1805, with which I also sent 
a letter from the Motherhank. I.rfird Nelson also forwarded a plan I bad 
submitted, f^ir getting possession of Cadiz* and the inemy's fteec, with a 
letter addrssed lo the laie Lord Melville, then at the head of the 
Admiralty ; but as before uiy arrival in England^ the Noble Loid was him- 
self persecuted, the whole was reiicJered abortive. Since which, although 
I was taken by the hand by Lord Nelson to the Admiralty, and a promis9 
given to send me to the Meditcrrniieaii, yet the next mouth terminating his 
Lordship's glorious career, (he pruini'>e was forgot, and my offer of service 
rejected, al^ough the measure I suggested was adopted. As, however 
the prematiitj^>cay of our ships of wgr was making rapid strides, and I 
had succeeded in a discovery of preparing forest Uees for immediate use| 
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well IS incretsing ihe btrength and duration of timber and sliips, I ex« 
pressed a willingness to disclose tlie discovery, on condition, that as much 
depended on the performance of the measure, if the principle was adopted, 
*I should have the direction of the execution, which met with so mortifying 
I reception, that if guided hy iny feelings, I should not have renewed the 
subject ; but considering the matter to be of the greatest national im- 
portance, I conceived it would be supine in me to give it up from a sneer, 
and uii founded assertion, which might proceed from the assumption of an 
individual only, oi- if opposed by a body front prejudice, which was the 
case for years against the coppering of ships, it might be ultimately removed, 
by the pvidcnce of facts. I trust it cannot be considered improper, when 
an officer is desired to state his services, to shew what he is farther aide 

. . .i- . 

and w'illing to do. Therefore, in a public point of view, on so important a 
suited as the means of support ing our navy, I beg to submit to inspection 
two pieces of the Scotch larch, with which a ship is about to he built at 
Woolwich. The specimens were originally in one piece, till separated by 
ihe saw ; the one in its natural state, with* the cause of decomposition 
remaining, weighed 496 oz. per cubic foot, broke with 466 Ihs. ; the 
other, after having 2^ oz. per cubic foot of corruptive matter removed, and 
the cahesion of the wood increased, as may he seen hy its dniity, sustained 
728'lbs.; the advantages require no conunent ; and alliiough timber cannot 
in any way he so well or so speedily prepared as in a few days when the 
tree is standing, yet as the principle is applicable to all timber, durable 
ships may be more readily built than those prone to rapid decay ; and 1 
yet hope to be the humble means of rendering tliat service. 


lUcam 


cs^yman. 


August CD, 1817 ” 


This statement was accompanied by testimonials from the Hon. 
Sir William Stewart,; the Merchants and Traders of Gibraltar ; 
Mr. Dud* ; the Marquis of Solano ; and Lord Nelson, which 
having been given before, the following references will be sufficient 
here: viz. vol. xxxvii. p. 452. vol. xxxviii. p. 2. 6. 13. 

Captain Layman, conceiving that the required Memorandum 
of Services*” was intended by the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty as a basis on which to adopt a liberal systefh of rewards 
and^romotion, accompanied the testimonials with this letter 


SIR, ‘‘ 29, 181 r. 

" From the judicious measure adopted, of requiring each officer to state 
hit own services, which by an impartial investigation admits of a liberal 
and just policy of awarding to every one according to his public services, 
or the inclination he hat shewn to pcrfoi m them, 1 avail myself of the 
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■ipportunity to furward the enclosed memorandum and testimonials! 
which^ together with my zealous desire evinced to have rendered other 
services, had I been employed, particularly the most important object of 
preventing the rapid decay of shtps of war; I shall, [ hope, when pre-* 
judicc yields to justice, be considered not undeserving of being placed 
on the active list of post captains* as but for the untoward loss of the 
Uaven (an accident which, as observed by Mr. Pitt, might have happened 
to any one), my standing would have been next to Sir Wiliam Bolton. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, * 

Your obedient Ituinble Servant, 





man. 


But il would seem the judicioti«; measure of adopting a just aod 
liberal system of reward and promotion for services rendered, 
was not the object of the circular, as all these papers were Ire* 
turned, m ith the following mandate from the Secretary written 
on the back : — 

1st Sept. — Return these ; refer him to the circular, send him a blank 
return, and direct him to comply with what is therein stated, without notes 
or expljiuation.” 


After the foregoing urbane answer, Captain Layman having seen 
ships of the line under repair that were covering in with the tim« 
bers in a state of dry-rot, addressed another official letter to Mr. 
Crokcr, the Secretary of the Admiralty, stating, that, he deemed 
it his duty, notwithstanding the reception of his former overtures 
for removing the cause of decay from forest trees, and increasing 
the strength and duration of timber and ships, to take leave to 
impart, that he had succeeded in effectually stopping the progress 
of dry-rot in his house, so as to prevent its infecting the sound 
wood, and which he found to be equally efficacious on ship timber ; 
therefore presumed to transmit the information for the considera- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty : to which he 
received for^answer : • 

^ ** Admiralty-0 lUh October^ 1817. 

I have receivtid your lefter of the 10th instant, offering to produce 
proof of your having effectually stbpped the progress of dry-rot ui your 
house ; and I have laid the same before my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. 

I am, Sir, your very humble Servant, 


Captain La^anu 




arrom. ’ 
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Aft lliis answer confined the prerentlon of dry.pot entirely to 
the House, Captain Layman replied : 


" SIR, October, 1817, 

** Fruin the letter I have just received in answer tp niine of the 10th 
inst. I beg to expliiin tfhy meaning, in stating, that owing to the bad 
condition of his Majesty’s ships I hud seen under repair, fsom the ramifiea** 
tion of dr^-rut ip the frame, which, when covered in, the decomposition of 
the timbers' was not only accelciated, ,but the infection communicated to 
the new timbers, thick stnAf and plunk, when the progress of decay was 
rendered so rapid, that it has been proved such ships, after a laige repair 
in the King's yards, have been, ki two years,, again in want of repair from 
decay,'* I deemed it my duty to offer to produce irrefragul le proofs of tlie 
practicability of stopping the progress of the rot in such ships, and pre- 
vjSiting the sound timber, plank, &c. from being '(nfected, was intended 
by me to.be deinonstratrd before the Board by actual experiments, if tlie 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty considered the preservaiiun of our 
slops of war as deserving of attention. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, &c. &c. 


J. Barrow, Li>q, Sub. Sec. 




'To Chib no answer was returned. 


One of the ships alluded to in the preceding letter, having had 
two thorough repairs in six years after launching, did not get far- 
ther than from Woolwich to Sheerricss before it was again in want 
of farther repair from mature decay ; and the greater part of the 
navy being nearly in a similar condition, as even the new ship 
Howe, of 120 guns, built in his Majesty’s yard at Chatham, Is 
reported to be infected with the rot, induced Captain Layman to 
signify a desire to lay the subject at the foot of the Throne, and 
the following letter was addressed to the Prince Regent :~ 

** SIR, ^ mh November, 1817. • 

As the illustrious head of tlie greatest naval power that ever 
1 humbly presume to solicit permi»sioii to lay before your Royal llighnc^ 
* An Outliife of Maritime Iiistury,'tkc. tkc. &c.* « 

‘‘ The serious evils which arise from the rapid decay St his Majesty’s 
s||||L having engaged mjr attention and research for many years, i have 
enabled, by actual experiments, to demonstrate before the Board of 
Agriculture, and several Members of both Houses of Parliament, the prac- 
ticability of speedily removing tiic cause of premature decay, or dry-rot 
feom trees, aod of increasing the strength, as well as the duration, of all 
timber, and roaki|i|t the embryo, or sap wood of oak, not only useful, but 
stronger then the heart in its natural state ; also to render trees now pro- 


* The Pfospcctuf of the Wprk will be found at p. 184. 
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duced on the poor soils of Great Britain, that will not yield corn, superior 
to the foreifi^n tiinher imporred. 

The principle of which process has been proved applicable to timber 
already much infected, by effectually stopping the progress of dry-rot, as 
shewn by the successful experiments made at the Navy Office on the sound 
and rotten timber of his Majesty’s ship Queen Cliarlottee; specimens of 
which are at the«Roynl Naval Institution. 

This discovery, besides its utility for general purposes, being of the 
greatest consequence to the conservation of his Majesty’s fleet-— should 
your Royal Highness be graciously pleased to investigate a subject of such 
great importance to the State. • 

** I humbly solicit an opportunitv of* verifying the discovery on such a 
scale, as to render it of national benefit, by preparing trees for iniincdiate 
service in the royal forests, so as to render every part useful ;uind by the 
building of a frigate in his Majesty’s yard at Woolwich, as the Pre- 

cursor, to prove the practicability of preventing the possibility of dry-rot, 
and greatly increase the duration of ships speedily built, with comparative 
trifling repairs to what are now required fur those tardily huilt by the usual 
seasoning. Thereby rendering the navy more efBcieni, at a great decrease 
in public expense, as well as in the consumption of timber and. all ritber 
materials. 

1 !iu|Dbly presume to add the copy of a letter from the late I.orrI 
Nelson,* expressive of his Lordship's sentiments of the discoverer. 

1 leave the lionor to be, Sir, 

With humble duty to your Royal Uighness, 

Your most obedient vci v liumble Servant, 

^’P . <^ayman.” 

This letter was very handsomely forwarded by an officer of dis- 
tinguished merit and personal intimacy with the gallant Vice- 
Admiral who is in frequent attendance on his Royal Highness ; 
but after a lapse of two raonflis it was returned, with one word on 

the cover— RejcdeiV' The writer of which could not 

have chosen a more laconic, or more insulting kind of answer. 
Captain Layman had presented, in a respectful maiinerf a letter, 
proffering the result of a laborious investigation into the causes of 
tfie premature Rccay of otir ship- timber, and a discovery 
merits of preparing it of a more lasting quality : and the Ica^ %at 
he had reason to expect was, ilianks for his cndciivonrs to benefit 
his country, by rendering its navy more durable, although it might 
be deemed inexpedient to •prove their efficacy ; hut, in one Ivord, 
to reject 2iX\ intended benefit, is so literally^ uwcow/’/roz/j, that we 

* See ihis lettuT, N.C. vol. xxwiii. p. IJ. 
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can nCTer suppose it Ote dictation of the illustrious personage to 
whom it was addressed. 

We are, however, happj to seef, that not depressed fagr such 
treatment, Captain Layman continues to persevere in the important 
object, as evinced by^jbis intention to publish his great work, of 
which the Prospectus and remarks on the Precursor are subjoined ; 
and we earnestly hope that, from the vast importance of the subject, 
the intelligeDt part of this country will soon enable the publisher to 
send it to press, which cannot icdividually be risked, as Captain 
Layman, notwithstanding the commendations he received, lost 
cppsiderably 1)y his two former publications. The Work is 



" Ad Outline of Maritime History, with General Events; from the Creation 
of the Universe to the terininatbn of the French Revolutionary War, 1B1405 ; 
including a particular account of the State and Condition of the British 
Navy at the latter period ; with a Supplementaf Memoir on Forest Trees 
and Timber, as connected with the Na\*al Power and Prosperity of the 
United Kingdom : roiitainiiig au Expose of a Discovery for speedily pre- 
paring Forest Trees for immediate conversion and service, by removing the 
cause of premature decomposition, and increasing the strength ns well ns 
duration of timber— thereby furnishing the means lo prevent the possibility 
of rapid decay by dry-rot, orothenvise, in ships and all structures xvhereiii 
wood is used : demonstrated by actual experiments at the Boaid of Agri- 
culture, and at the Navy Odice ; by Captain Layman, of ihc Royal 
Navy : This Work, consisting of OB Numbers, v\ill be put to press as soon 
as the amount of subscriptions will defray the expense of publication. Price 
to Subscribeis * for each Number 3^. To Non-Subscribers the price will 
be advauced. 

The following remarks were made on the Precursor to this Work 

This Work abounds with very rational observations upon facts which 
are of the highest interest to the empire, and every individual in it.'*— 
Journal of Philosophy and Chemistry, \ 

This Pamphlet contains a great deal of valuable information relative , 
to the present state and future preservation of our marine establishment, on 
which the most vital interest of this country essentially depeird. The pre- 
sent Work merits the most serious attention of the country, and particu- 
lariy of goyerninent/'— Beview. 

** The subject of this Pamphlet is deeply interesting to the national 
feelings of our country, as it relates to the preservation of tliat naval supe- 
riority which has long preserved and exalted it. The subject demands the 
serious and impartial attention of all who would preserxe, with trembling 
anxiety, our honors unspotted, and our liberties and happiness unclouded 
and unshaken.”— litview, 

t Subscriptions are received by Mr. Earle, bookseller, 46, AibeiBBrlc*street, 
London ) and Mr. Richardson, CorubiU. 
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On the Precurnor being sent, on the forinatic^ of the establishment of 
the Royal Naval Institution, die writer received the following answer from 
the Secretary : — ** The Committee return you their .< sincere thanks for 
this liftle Work, which is No* L 5f die proposed Library ; and hope that * 
yopr eiampie ^ill be speedily wnd^oumerously followed ; the Committee 
will at all times be ^most luippy to receive cou^omications from Captain 
Layman'.*’ ^ , 

When the Precursor w*ns quoted in the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy of the United States in 1814, it was stated, ** The chnsequeneds 
xesuUmg fr^m this defective organization ami want of system (in tUfet 
British Navy), are strongly illustrated in the fact related by a recent pro- 
fessional w'riter of rank and talents.*’ • 

Earl Darnley stated in the House of Peers, that if any^ one wished 
for information on the subject, he should read the Precursor.** 

The late Earl Stanhope said, ** he was happy to bear testimony to tho ^ 
merits of the Precursor^— it was evident to him that Captain Layman 
possessed a strong mind, and sound judgmait, with great industry ; and 
was deserving of encouragement, aotiiiscouragemenl.** 
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NORTHERN EXPEDmON. 

I F an open navigation should be discovered across the Polar Basin, the 
passage over the Pole, or close to it, will be one of the most interest- 
ing events to science that ever occurred. It will be the first time that the 
problem was practically solved, with which learners of geography are some- 
times puzzled — that of going the shortest way between two places lying east 
and west of each other, by taking a direction of north and south. The 
passage of die Pole will require the undivided attention of the navigator. 
On approaching this poinC| from wiiich the northern coasts of Europe, 
Asia, America, and every part of them, will bear south of him, nothing 
can possibly assist him in decerminin^his course, and keeping on the right 
meridian of his destined place, but a correct knowledge of the time, and 
yee no means of ascertaining that time will be afforded him. The only time 
he can have, with any degree of certainty, as long as he remainsfin or near 
the Pole, must be that of Greenwich, and this he can kuow only from 
good chronometers; for from the general hazy state of the atmosphere, ai^ 
particularly about the horizon, and die sameness in the altitude of th^ sm, 
at every hour in the four-and>cwenty, he must not expect to obtain an 
approximation' even of the apparent time, by observation, and he will hav& 
no stars to assist him.*' All his ideas respecting the Heavens, and th^ 
reckoning of his timet will be reversed, and the change not gradual, as id 
proceeding from the east to tlie west, or^the contrary, but instantaneous* 
The mngnetit^oeedle will point to its unknown raagneiic Pole, or fiy roun^ 

Dob. CIjron. Vol. XXXIX. » » 
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firom tlie point, of the bowl from which it is suspended, andthtts*)^ 
.indicated north will now be south, the cast will becme the west, 

. hour of noon will be* that of midnight* ' ' ' 

Si *■ 

THE LATE HlOH WIHDS* 

Portmouth, — On Wednesday, 4th March, about five o^clock, a gale of 
wi'nd commenced from the southward, which, by its violence, approached 
nearly to a huriccane. It acted with such irresistible power u|»u the Sfta» 
tluic the tide rose five feet higher than the ordinary spring tides, and main* 
(kined that height three hours after it sliould have ebbed : it was high- 
water between nine and ten, and so continued until midnight ; and by 
passing and destroying its accust(imed bounds (in some parts to full half a 
mile extent) proj^erty to a vast amount was destroyed. The buildings be- 
d|gen the Round Tower and the Point, are either in ruins, washed away, 
«^^kheir foundations undermined : the water was tivu feet above tlie pave- 
ment in Point-street : the damage done to property in^the cellars nod lower 
rooms was very great. Sevecal small buildings next the harbour’s mouth, 
were washed away, with the steps tlic Sally-ports, and their platfortiis ; 
and the Slaughter-house Wharf was much damaged. Tne sea made a 
complete breach tiirough the, beach at Soulhsea, between the Castle and 
Luinp’s Fort, and inundated the Cottinioii and Old Morass, where a Farm- 
house has been many years standing, the inmates of which b<Mi scarcely 
time to save themselves. Horsey Island was entirely overflowed, and 
fifteen sheep were drowned there. All the arable land near Lump’s Fort 
was likewise inundated, and thirteen acres of wheat on the farm of Mr. 
Gain,jun. were instantly washed up.— A building, about 350 yards from 
the shore, full of seed potatoes, was ^vmhed down by the violence of the 
waves. The Haslar shore presents a surprising instance of the massive 
weight and power of agitated water, where two excessive breaches arc 
made in that solid stone sea-wall (erected for the protection of the Hospi- 
tal), and the ponderous stones and masonry work, of 70 tons weight, were 
thrown down level with the sea-s!iore. The water extended to liaslar 
Barracks, the mesa room of which was overflowed. The brig IJam^ley, of 
and from Sunderland, was the only vess«jl lost ; she drove, and by striking 
on the elbow of t^e Horse, bilged* ;^3'he crew got into the boat, and hung 
'On to the wreck until the morning, when they weie taken off at day-light, 
by a pilot-boat, and landed here. The Lively cutter had her bulwarks 
washed away; the brig Assiduous parted from one of her anchors; the 
brig Stiillelagh had her boats waslied over her side. During"tUe gale, that 
pleasant, newly- erected, promenade, Rydc Pier, sustained very great 
injury [See the subjoined letter Jro»i Ryt/e.] Thirty-six atebes (out of 
forty) were carried away ; sixteen of them (in one body) were driven gver 
upon Hayling Island, and many others, in ((ntached parts, hai'e been picked 
up to the eastward of Southsea Castle. It regret that we must 

close thi.s disasterous relation, by stating, thp frowning of the liuu. Mr* 
Thellusson (brother of Lord Rendlesbatn), 'Mr. Hossall (son ofJ. Hassali, 
£$q* of Hartshorn, copnty of Derby), ami Mr. Leesoii (son^ of the Hoiu 
Mrs. Leeson), all midshipmen of bis Majesty’s ship Tiber, who left that 
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«bi^ soi^B after the gale commenced^ in a wberrji which was pooped by a 
«ea as the mouth of the harbour, and was never seen afterward: the 
waterman (Brown) and a boy also perished.— Tliese young gentlemen (who 
were most highly ejSteemed by their brother officers) were tempted to leav^ 
the Bhfp at this hazardous moment, by their anxious desire to see thh per- 
formance of Mr. Kean, that evening. 

At Cowes, the Triton galliot drove out of th^arbour, and was on shore; 
the Nayade galliot was also on shore in the harbour. 

It has blown a most violent gale here to-day, but no partitular damage 
‘ has been done to private property : the various public defences of the gitr- 
' rison have sustained injury from ihp heavy sea-surges. When the storm 
had somewhat subsided, and the sea had receded from the sbllrc under the 
Hound Tower, the perfect skeleton of a human body, encircled in a rugt 
was discovered immediately under one of the port holes, adjoinina^e 
Hound Tower — the Violence of the sea removed the shingle under tvhn^t 
was concealed : the body must have been deposited there many 3 fcws 
since. A shilling and sonic haifpcnce, wit|^ a pair of soldier’s shoes, were 
found bv its side. . 

*’ m 

Ri/de, March 7. 

The storm on Weilnesday night was felt.with peculiar severity, at Lower 
Ilvde. A cottage of (Joncral Arabin’s, with three other houses, were 
throwiMlown, and another house completely swept away by the violence 
of the waves. The storm raj^od with increased fury about ten o’clock, 
when the sea rising five feet above its usual height, broke in upon the inha- 
bitants so unexpectedly, that they had scarcely lime to make their escape ; 
and in one house, ^iiere were a man, his wife, and eight children, eric wave 
forced down tlie door, and the succeeding one swept away the staircase, so 
that the children were obliged to be taken from their beds and thrown from 
the upper windows, in a dark night, into the sea, amongst a tremendous 
surf, but happily no lives were lost. About the same time the sea made a 
breach in the newly- erected Pier, and carried away nearly Q50 yards of it. 
The greater part floated to the opposite shore, and has been recovered, not. 
witlistniuliiig which it is supposed the damage will exceed 1500/. 

• JPhfmouth, March 7 . 

The weather in this port during I0e last three weeks has been of an un- 
common kind, the wind frerjueiitly blowing in the most capricious manner, 
with more or less violence, from every point oi the compass, on some days, 
and at times varying thus only in the short space of a single hour, accom* 
panied by thunder, lightning, ntin, sleet, and had, winch, comhnicd toge- 
•iher, have reminded us ratker of the dicadful tpriiailoc.'> within the tropics, 
than of the boasted inildncos of tlie English climate. On the 4th instailt, in 
particular, about 2 P.M. the wind and ruin were excessively strdiig from 
the southward, which in two iiuurs increased to a perfect storm. At 11 P.M. 
the wind veered to tlie west, and blew tremendously in squalls until 3 A.M. 
the following inoniiiig, when it moderated a little. Such was the seventy 
of the tempest, that il.e slnps moorci^ in Cutwater dragged their mooring 
chains several yards irom their places. His Mnjcsl)'s ship Erne, and the 
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Bunirn^ East Indiamaq, the only ahipt in the Sounds rode out ^he.||^fe 
inthout su^tafoiog the least injury. The Bunirah drore a little, bii^l^iae 
soon brought up by letting go^he sheet andior. The officers of both shipe 
conqur in repreiiieoting, that, they cooid fiot^have remained at their anc^iors, 
but for the shelter afforded them bf the Breakwater. , Just within the 
entrance of patwater were a Dutch man of war brig and two merchant 
vessels, anchored there under the harjnour master’s directions, which also 
rode out the gale in the greatest safet)'. We . have sincere pleasure in 
adding, thaTt notwithstanding the heavy agitation of the sea outside the 
Breakwater, scarcely a stqne has given way. The crane merely ou the 
eastern aniMvas wanted down, a thing naturally to be expected h'om the 
frailness ofits materials, and the exposed nature of its situation in such 
a tempest, which seamen consider as fully equal to that on the fhtai 30ih 
of 4^nuary, 1817, though happily, on the present occasion, not a single 
dmp or vessel was driven ashore, either in the Sound* or Catwater. In cou» 
sequence of the heavy rains, the roads liave been overflowed in various 
directions, which had the effect, a few miles above Exeter, of retarding 
the Batb mail for several hours on Wednesday night last. From this cause, 
the XiOndon and other letters did not reach this port until Thursday giter- 
xiqon at four o’clock, instead of its usual hour of seven o’clock in the morn- 
ing. Several large trees were prostrated at various places. 

The Maria, Tuit, of London, bound to St. Lucia with plantption and 
government stores, had the vnisfortune, on the 26tl) ultimo, in longitude 
90 45 ' to lose her rudder, by the stroke of a violent sea. A temporary 
rudder being fitted, she ende avoured to make this port, being the only one 
tp the westward with a dry duck, and after great difficulties, got to thp 
westward of the Edystone on the 2d instant, where she was met with by 
one of the Cawsand pilot-boats, which took her safely into the Sound, 
The harbour^uster, with his usual zeal, thence conducted her into Cut- 
water, and saw her properly anchored and tpoored. 

Buriug a tremendous gale on Wednesday last, the schooner Ann, Davis, 
master, bound to this port, with copper, bacon, i!kc. parted, successively, 
three cables, which were all she had. — ^'Fhe^'niaster and another man, named 
Henry Ellis, hein^ all the persons «ii board, then took to the boat, in 
order, if possible, to reach the shore. Spoil after they left the vessel, the 
boat filled, and they were bodi unfortunaiely drowned. It being between 
eight wnd i^ne o’clock at night, and the sea running very high, though the 
attedipt was made, it wot found impossible to afford them any assistance. 
The vessel went on shore, between Mtirazion <iiid Chyandour, and will go 
to pieces ; but a great part of the cargo has been saved. 

Nearly at the same lime with the above, the Swedish scliooner, Maria, 
Wicksell, master, also parted three cables, aud has received considerable 
damage. . 

. Otie of the transports, with the 64tli regiment on board,' did not tail on 
the slioals inside of Mount Battqn, as our ^iLiormant stated, though sbe 
yriB bqt a abort distance, frarn them. . 
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tSTTEB FROM ▲ PMFESSIONfL VAN IN THE MEDITERRANEAN FLEET.* 

^ JL^gfftorn, StA Septmbtft 1795. 

Imvrdtatelt after Admiral Mao, with the reinforcemdnt from£n|^nd, 
aad the Saturn, with the frigate and convoy from Gibraltar, joined us, the 
wholh fleet steered for Corsica, and, to my owu^ and the astonishment of 
every body, tbeHeet were ordered to anchor in St. Fiorenzo Bay, instead 
of going in quest of the French fleet, when we had certain intelligence of 
their being at sea ; and two days after our anchorage, Captain Robinson, 
flcirmerly of the Scout sloop, taken near a year ago, umited from Toulon t& 
endeavour to get exchanged, who confirmed the acrount of^the french 
fleet being out cruising. He also mentioned a convoy of neutral ships 
expected from the coast of fiarbary, under the escort of three or four 
French frigates, for *(001011 and Marseilles. The saiUng of the 
and expectation of this convoy, were well known to most people long 
the fact stands on its own bottom: the frigates and convoy have all arrived 
safe, without our having a single ship to Idbk after them-- they say 150 
vessels, with corn. We continuecL at Fiorenzo until the French fleet 
chased the Agamemnon and two frigates into the body of uur fleet, in the 
morning of the 7tb July ; and about noon the French fleet discQvercSl ns, 
when they tacked, and stood towards their own coast, with all the sails 
they could crowd ; and wc never went after them until 8 o’clock in the 
evening ; but they were all out of sight befSre suu-set. We never heard 
any thing of them afterwards until the 12th, when our frigates were 
informed, by a vessel near those islands, by whom it was supposed the 
admiral had certain intelligence of the French fleet, as he immediately 
made the signal to prepare for action. This was at 6 o'clock in the evening. 
In the tnoriiing, at <laylighc, we discovered the French fleet, consisting of 
18 sail of the line, directly to leeward of us, the wind at N.W. the French 
fleet bearing S.S.E. about three or four gun-shot from our sternraost ships, 
close hauled upon a wind on the larboard tack, and we on the starboard 
tack : there bad been a very fresh gale the greatest part of the night, that 
put most of our ships under close-reeved topsails, six of them split their 
maiii-top-sails, and were bendtng others, when we first discovered the 
enemy’s fleet. The Frencli could |iave had no idea i^f our being so nefur 
them, for they were laying*to, and most of their topsails furled ; we were 
betweeii them and the land, and clear for action, which some of our ships, 
bad the signal been made, could have begun in less than half «ii hour, or 
twenty minutes ; but to our inortificatioii, a signal was made to form a line 
on the starboard Aack ; and 'as they still contineedv'on the larboard tack, 
with all the sail they could make, our distance was soon increased consi* 
derably ; and, notwithstanding we saw them at half-past three o’clock, the 
signal was not made to lay our heads the same way as the enemy was steer* 
ing until five o’clock, when the signal was made to form on the larboard 
Sack ; at which time our distance was so great, that when our ships got 

* The culogium upon the conduct of X.ord Hood will be generally adffiiited to 
be just. , 
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into thfir station, only a few of the eneiny^s ships could be diseovelred from 
the deck* We continued to chase in a line of battle for 'some time, when 
the admiral saw that there was not a prospect of bringing them to action ; 
ja little before eight o^clock be made the*signal for a general chase but un« 
fortunately it was too late-^the enemy had got the starts and at a great 
distance ; and as they approached the shore, the water became smooth, 
and Jess wind, so time only a few of our headmost sbip» got within gun- 
shot about tweJf'c o'clock, when the wind lessened. At two o’cjock one 
of the enemy's ships struck, and soon afterwards took lire, and blew up. 
^t balf»past three ^lock the admiral made the signal for the action to be 
disoolhtinued. He miy can tell the reason why the ships were called off. 
If they liad been suffered to have continued, more of their ships would have 
fallen into our hands. Had Lord Hood commanded the fleet in the Medi- 
terranean, wc should not have remained twelve hours in port after the 
Agamemnon was chased into Fiorenzo ; at any rate, he would have been at 
sea in half the time we were : and bad he commanded in the morning of 
the Idth of July, he would not have increased the distance between him 
and the enemy, but immediately clo^^d with the French fleet, and very 
few of them would have returned to Toulon. This is the opinion, I believe^ 
4)f. every* man in the fleet ; an/1 it is aKo the opinion of many, that the 
British flag never was more tarnished : all lament the loss of Lord Hood, 
who would have done so much honour to the British nation. We had on 
the 13th July 21 ships of the line, and two Neapolitans of 74 guns each ; 
and the enemy liad only 18 ships of the line. The six ships of the line that 
got out of Toulon, it is generally supposed, are intended to watch the Bed- 
ford and her convoy ; and as we have little to do before Toulon, we sup- 
pose that tlie convoy will be strengthened, to make a force equal to tlie 
enemy ; if not, do not be surprised if the Toulon ships meet the c»nvoy. 
We sail to-morrow, and the Bedford, Fortitude, &c. sail the next day. 
The log-book and journals of every ship can vouch the facts here stated. 
In old times, when Sir Edward Hmvkc saw the enemy s fleet, if not very 
near, the order was for a general chase ; in the glorious action when he 
beat the French fleet, one-ihird of his fleet was hardly in sight. Lord 
Hood would never have formed the line*, upon the opposite tack of the 
enemy, when they were crowding from him with ^11 the sail they could 
pack. The order would have been cliasq^ The ships were all in order of 
battle the night before, agreeable to the admiral's signal for that purpose. 
Our ofheecs and seamen in this fleet iiope that Lord Hood will soon be out 
to take the command again. * 

m c 

SXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GSKTLEMAN OK A TOUR TUROUGR 
GREECE. 

From Venice we proceeded on board a Sclavonian ship to Catfaro, and 
along the whole of the Adriatic coast, casting anchor, as it is usual with 
j^hese coasting vessels, in almost every harbour. We thus spent a whole 
’^^^onth before we arrived at Coffu, where we were received with the 
greatest distinction by the senate uf that little republic, and wer6 treated 
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with i^pect bj all parties, notwitlistanding the violent fermentation then 
existing among the people^ who insisted on the nobilities beiog deprived of 
tbeir privileges. Five ^ssiau and three Turkish ships were lying in the 
road ; the latter we frequently visited, and found here, and indeed through- « 
out oui*wh(ile journey through Greece, the Turks most obligingly polite, 
and willing to render os every assistance in their power. At present, 
indeed, every Englislimnii is looked upon by them as a kind of demi-god. 

From Corfu we went in a boat to St. Mauro, where a house and a guard 
of honour had been prepared Torus by order of the senaAs of^ Corfu. In 
Kicopolis we found the Pacha extremely 'polite and friendly, and we still 
carry on an epistolary correspondence with hitn. rook a view of the 
celebrated Lcucadean Rock, and by* measuring its height with the eye, 
easily convinced ourselves, that whoever takes a leap from it will be 
freed for ever from the cares that embitter life. 

From Nicopolis wc proceeded to Ithaca, where we lodged in the houBq|»f 
Dr. Zaro, a physician. Ithaca is truly a wretched country, hut has five or 
six excellent anchorage places. Thence we went to Patrass [Naupactus], 
where all the remains of ancient monumenfs and edifices have long ago 
been either burnt to lime, or used ifl building modern houses. We were 
treated with the greatest politeness by the Turkish governor, and conducted 
to the two castles, which should defend tifu bay of Corinth ; but we saw 
no other amniunicion except stones, which were laid in heaps near the 
quite unserviceable cannon. Though they w^ere daily expecting a visit from 
the French, no preparations were making to give them a proper recep- 
tion. At Delphi, whither wc journeyed from Patrass, we saw besides 
some old walls and the romantic rocks of Parnassus, nothing except the 
bath of the Pyihia, which is in a good state of preservation. 

At Thebes there are some remains of gates, but no other antiquities. 
The Aga invited us every day to his garden, and furnished us with horses, 
sheep, and rice, without accepting any thing in return. From Thebes we 
proceeded to Athens : this part of our journey was extremely futiguing. 
The country, just before we descended into the plains of Athens, has a very 
picturesque appearance. The beauties of the city and citadel are so nu* 
iTierous, that they are beyond my power to describe. The Temple of 
Jupiter Olympus, raised on piltars IG feet in height, and the Temple of 
JVlinerva, in the Castle, excite astonishment in thu spectator. Here 
also wc receive daily proofs that this is the auspicious moment for 
Englishmen to travel in Greece : the respect shewn us by the Turks is 
boundless; ^but the climate is, at this season of the ycai^ extremely 
disagreeable. Of the 24 hours, there are at most hut two, during which 
can venture » take a walk, early in the inornbigat five, and about seven 
o'clock ill the evening. • 

Lord Elgin has sent hither, from Constantinople, several artists, who 
are now employed in examining iJi<^ Temple of Theseus, in the Citadel. 
Since our arrival, they have dug up almost all the relievos and figures^ 
which once ornamented the^ friezes of the Temple of Minerva. As they 
have just met with some broken-uff howies feet, we are in hopes that they 
will find the celebrated horses belonging to the chariot of Miner va, which 
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the encientB ascribed to Phidias or Pra&ileles. All the mcriptionSf 
and fther interesting remains of antiquity which can be removed, are care* 
fiilly packed up, and sent to England. Here they wpuld only be thrown 
% ib^p the lime-kiln, Every thing is good here except the climate, (whose 
indescribable heat obliges uk to be almost the whole day in tlie bath) and 
the wink That which grows here is not diinkable, and from the 
isiapds none can be procured. But every thing, however^ is very cheap. 
Bow flottiishing a country might this become ! 

V. , f 


A LIST OF TUC nOYAL NAVY IN 1793. 

jfo. No* of guni. 

First Bates 7 of 780 men, and 100 guns •••. 700» 

Second ditto 13 of 680 men, and 00 guns ...• 1170. 

Third ditto 16 of 530 men, and 80 guns 1980. 

Ditto ditto 24 of 410 men, and 7& guns .... 1680. 

Fourth ditto 5 of 365 inrn, and 60 guns 300. 

Ditto ditto 12 of 365 men, and 50 guns .... 600. 

Dittoditto 46 (if 280 men, and 50 guns .... 1500. 

Fifth ditto ........ 27 of 190 men, and 40 guns .... 1080. 

piv.to ditto ••«••... 4 of 155 men, and 30 guns .... 130. 

Sixth ()itto 1 of 140 men, and 20 guns .... 20. 

Ditto ditto 20 of ISO men, and 30 guns «•••. 400. 

Ditto ditto 4 of 115 men, and 20 guns 80. 

Fireships 3 of 55 men, and 8 guns •••« 24. 

Bombs 3 of 30 men, and 6 guns .... 18* 

Yachts 14 of $0 men, from G to 13 guns .. 168. 

Sloops 10 fiom 45 to 100 men. 

Hoys 12 from 7 to 12 men. ' < 

Binacks 2 

* Storeships 9 


Total p.p. 242 Ships. and guns •• 7540 

SHIPS IHAT W£RE BX71L7 PllIMUl,S 10 TUC YEAR 1759. 




Ships. 

No. of Gw 

^79. Stations. 

When bulk. 

Princeab Augusta (yt.) 

... 8 

Deptford 

.... 1710. 

Chatham (yt.) .... 

... 8 

Greenwich 

1711. 

Mary (yt-'i T. 

... 10 

Deptford 

1737. 

Portsmouth (yt.) .. 

... 8 

Portsmouth .......... 

— i74e. 

^Yarmouth (R.S.) .. 

54 

Plymouth T.. 

...* ir45,‘ 

Boyal Charlotte (yt.) 

^p 10 

Depltord 

1749. 

Saadwtoh (R.S.) •.« 

. - . 90 

Chatham 

.... 1750. 

Vesuvius (Bd.) 

pp. 10 

Deptford, fitting ...... 

1750, 

Cambridge ......... 

... 80 

Plymouth 

mo* 

Plymouth (yt.) . - - - . 

... 8 

Plymouth .s. .. .w,. .t* 

h . i. * 17 ^3 • 

Southampton 

... 32 

Portsmouth, repairing .. 

1755. 

SusKx CH.S.) 

... 90 

SbcernLss 

1756. 





- Skips. No. of Guns. 
Royiil Willidm (G.S.).-«- 80 
fiienfitifftnt, ¥*. (P.S.) 


S^oSoiks^ 


When buifi. 


Guild fSrd (P.S.)i 74 


Britani^a 


Rasael 

Victory 


Queen 


Reliance 


. 80 

Spithead, re-built in9. Red.. 

"irsT. 

. 64 

Plymotith, taken 

1758. 

. so 

•Plymoqth (Pow. ^ag.) 

1^:58.' 

. 74 

' Pdrrsmt^tli 

1^59. 

. 74 

Off Clt€ snpeake 

iTfiO. 

. 32 

Woolwich J'mm » - • if • 

17^8. 

. 32 

Plymouth, to repair 

‘ t7ii. 

.100 

Plymouth, to repair 

1762. 

. 32 

Spithead 


. 74 

Portsmouth, to rejiair 

1764. 

. 64 

Convoy to East liiciies,/une22i^ 

^17fi4. 

. 74 

Halifax Station 

1784. 

. 32 

Baltic 

1*64. 

74 

East Indies .............. 

17i4. 

,100 

Chatham, to repair ' 

1?65. 

. 74 

Leeward {stands 

1788. 

. 64 

Plymouth 


. 28 

Deptford 

1787- 

16 

Portsmouth 

.tfbr. 

98 

Portsmouth, refitting . . • • • ji. 

1768. 

64 

Plymouth (Pow. Mag) •••••• 

itm 

64 

River Plate 


64 

Chatham, to repair ••.••••• 

1768. 

98 

Off Cadiz, rebuilt 

*11769. 

64 

Mediterranean 

1770. 

23 

Chatham, for R.S. 

4770. 

74 

Baltic Expedition •• 

1770. 

12 

Shceniess, P 

1798. 

50 


1768 

50 


1758 


Rippon 

Assistance (P.S.J «••••• 74 Formerly Royal Oak. 1769* 

William and Mary yacht, built at Chatham 1694, rebuilt at Deptford in 

^ 1765 . 

A number of ships, which continued in service till the middle of tlie 
eighteenth century, had been hutjt during the preceding. Many of these 
were latterly reduced in iheir rate, in order to ease them of the weight of 
metal, which as they became old was thought too girat for t^em. , The 
Namur, BleiiTieim,* and prince George, originally constructed to carry 90 
gt^ns, were reduce^ to carry tiO. The Chichester,, of 80 guns, was reduced 
to 70, with 'many others, which experienced degradation according , to' the 
sameacale: nor was this diminution of their force owing only to thefr age, 
but inferiority of dimenstoos, when compared with those of the later built 
ships. 


* The Blenheim, bearing th<f ftag of Bear-admiral Sir T. I'rawbridge, isii^ . 
posed tu have loundered in the Eastcru Seas, and every soul perished. 

Dab. Ctiron* Voi, xxxix. c c 
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V « Gum, Tm. XeA, BrmUhs" 

Ft. lo. ft In. ' 

ComiDere«do IfatieiUos.... ISO * S7A7 ITS . 0| ■&! 9| 

Caledonia ISO S60S 170 11 «S « 

Sn joser 114 S457 150 Hi 54 S 

SalFadnrdelMiindo IIS S398 ISS 14 54 H 

ViDe de PariA. 110 S3S8 156 4 59 0 

Kbernia^ 110 8393 ISO l| Sh 0 

Queen Charlotte 110 3333 156 5 5S 4 

Bi^alGeoise 100 S2S0 153 0 5S 4 

Boyal Sovereign >100 3164 150 6 59 0 

Victor/ 100 3163 151 Sf 5S 0 

Britannia 100 3091 145 3 53 Oi 

i 


NAVr ESTIMATES* 

ILtvfVG been favoured with a copy of the Kavy Ebtimates for the year 
1818 (iMtited for the use of the Members of the House of Commons, by 
vote of the 17th of February last), we make the following extracts there* 
from*', astthe most interesting to our readers 

Salaries and Contingencies of tfie 
Admir^ty, Navy Office, and Naty Last Year, 

PayOffice .1 i:i73,026 15 9 /1 74,5 10 10 B 

Ditto of English Dock Yards 238,882 5 1 238,522 0 5 

Ditto of Foreign Dock Yards 46,718 1 3 42,599 18 7 

Ditto of Victualling Establishments, 

and Hospitals 170,062 8 7 176,63'| 4 

Ditto and Provisions for Ships in S *f > 

Ordinary 232,818 2 6 234,147 4 1 

Fxir Ordinary Repairs of Ships, Moor- 
ings, and Riggings 389,000 0 0 453,390 0 0 

Half Pay, Superannuations, and Pen* 
aions, Compassionate List, and 

Bounty to Chaplains l,13t),513 1 7 1,146,828 9 2 

Ditto for Civil Departments ...... 99,661 2 6 85,870 1 8 

From which is deducted 409,205/. (last year 671,101/.). being f he amouut 
of what the Old Stores from the Dock Yards and Victualling Offices sold 
for 'in^ 1817*— The amount of Old Stores for 1818 wilt not exceed 
230,000/. 

, %* The total Ordidhiy Expense of the'^Xavy for the year 1818/ is 
3,071,476/. 11s. Sd. (Ok /ear 1,953,171/. 1C«. Sd.) TIm roUawiiig item* 
^ are included in this total amount 

* At each Y^rd the Charges for Wages, 4 c,. are— 

j iiosl Fear/ 

Deptford 29,^1 IF 27,582 a 0 

Woolwich .3J^078^F0 vO «; 3)^440 IS 0 
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• Last Year 



86,835 

19 : 

10 

33,883 10 

4 

Sbeerness 

29,179 

15 

6 

26,659 6 

0 

Povismeutb ..t.*.. 

50,095 

5 

a 

50,065 5 

0‘ 

Ditto Transport Branch 

477 

15 

2 



Ditto Naval College 

6,323 

0 

0 

6,920 0 

0 

Ditto for 16 Superior Apprentices 

12,317 

0 

a 

2.0B4 0 

0 

Plymouth 

45,328 

15 

6 

, 4^109 IS' 

8 

De«l..\ 

1,065 

10 

0 

. tfii9 It 

0 

Harwich 

4^ 

14 

9 

«. 448 4A 

0 

Leith 

575 

10 

% 

Sitr 10' 

2 

Transport Departments at Dover, Leith, 

• 



, , ’ ' ' 


Cowes, and Cork 

1,196 

0 

6 



Cork to 

1,022 

0 

0 

l,0t8 0 

0 

Milford.. .... .... ...... 

6,511 

17 

6 

6 631 17 

6 

Gibraltar 

1,392 

10 

0 

2,604 10 

0 

Ditto Agent for Transports 

•286 

2 

8 

< 


Jamaica 

4,540 

18 

7 

4,soo la 

7 

Cape of Good Hope 

5,027 

0 

0 

!},iiT 0 

0 

St. Helena 

^ 300 

0 

0 

• 

§ 


Malta 

4;i51 

10 

0 

4,151 10 

0 

Surveyor of Nova Scotia Woods 

810 

0 

0 

810 0 

0 

Bermuda 

4,859 

10 

0 

4,749 10 

0 

Antigua... 

634 

10 

0 

634 10 

0 

Balifas 

3,670 

0 

0 

3,720 0 

0 

Ceylon 

9,252 

10 

0 

8,410 10 

0 

Bombay 

709 

0 

0 

709 0 

0 

Canadian Lakes 

11,154 

10 

0 

7,192 10 

0 


The Extraordinaries of the Navy Estimates amount to 2,286,129/, and 
comprehend charges for building ships, large repairs to ships, and some few 
that require small sums to complete them ; also for improvements in the 
Dock Yards-— for procooding with the Plymouth Breakwater— for expense 
of troops when embarked — and charge for transporting Felons to New 
South Woles :^the specific 8ums%re— 

For the Hulks, Masts, Rigging, and Stores of Ships in the 


King’s Yards 1,170,990 

For ditto at Bombay ^ 60,000 

Improvements, 

At Deptfoi>d| a ^barf Wall and Tank Building 34,000 0 0 

(7,468/* will be wanted to complete.) * 

At Woolwich, to complete the new^mithery, Xas/ Tear, 

and towards repairing the Wharf Wall .... 31,400 14,000 0 0 

At Ct^ham, a New Duck, Painter’s Shop, 

River Wail, Roofs for Docks 104,225 48,000 t) p 

(t 15,104/. wanted to complete.) 





4t6)mfW^ ^orIiiiprov««ieQts....4i,.... 180^000 70,000 

(^^3,800/. ^ 

' Purt!»moM(b, for erecting f Timber F^med 

"Groin at Haslar 1,504 

At pi^yrnouth, towards building a Harbour 

Wail and Basin, Hoofs, dtc 20,500 c 24,000 0 0 

(24.840/. wanted to coinplrte.) 

At MilfnnJ> to build Houses for Officers, 
covering over Dock SlipS|^&c< 50,800 19,000 0 0 

(180,000/. wanted to complete^) ^ ‘ 

At Cork, for Store houses, and Tanks •... 15,000 10,000 0 O' 

(16,222/. wanted to complete.) 

Breakwater, Plymouth Sound 65,000 40,000 0 0 

(718,092/. wanted to complete.) * 

jyfaking a Yard at Bermuda 20,000 20,000 0 0 

For Leith, Gibraltar, Malta^ Ami^ua, mid 

Ceylon 38,600 

For provisions for Foreign Ganisoiis, and 

Troops when embarked 32(',000 500,000 Q 0- 

Freight of Transports, Convict Ships, &c. .. 178,9 lO 185,176 6 


Hie number of Ships iu the Navy is 6/5, of which 104 are in Com- 
mission. 

■ 

The following Ships building, are to be proceeded wiih ; tPw.-^Riissen, 
74 ; Southampton, 60 ; Monarch, 84 ; Talavera, 74 ; lluv\kc, 74 ; Thun-^ 
dcrer, 84; Boacawen, 82; Winchester, 60; Prince Hrgent, 120; Trafal** 
gar, 106 ; Formidable, 86 ; Pow-erful, 84 : Waterloo, 80 ; Princei^.Char- 
lotce, 104; Carnatic, 74; one not named, 74; Britannia, 120; JPl|n|{|ndi 
60; Toiidon, 104 ; Lancaster, 60 ; Dellcisle, 74 ; Malabar, 74 ; Gkii|;<^,184 ; 
Blonde, 46; Vcmjus, 46 ; Amazon, 46; /Eoliis, 46; Dedalus, 46; 'Her* 
cury, 46; Pegasus, 46; Isis, 58; Clyde, 46; Jason, 46; Medusa, 46 1 , 
Hebe, 46; Blanche, 46 ; Diana, 46 ; Lutona, 46 ; Merinaid» 40 ; Tht^pies* 
46; Unicorn, 46; Minerva, 46 ; Fox, 46; IVncIope, 46; Thalia, 46; 
Cerberus, 46 ; Circe, 46 ; Proserpine, 46 y Statira, 46 ; Fisgard, 46; IVIe-. 
lampus, 46 ; Nercus, 46 ; Hamadryad, 46 ; Seringapatam, 46 ; Alacrityj 
10 ; Ariel, 10 ; Atholl, 28 ; Lyns, 18 ; Uarracouta, 10 ; Beagle, 10 ; Bri&, 
40; Bastard, 10; Prince Regent Yacht; Cygnet, 10; Delight, 10; 
Bpinarang, ]i8; Eclipse, lOi Emulous, 10; Falcon, 10; Frolic, 10« 

The Ordinaries and Eatraordinaries of the Navy for llie 
year 1818 : ,-4,?57,0«4J7 3 

f ■ 

AMERICAN NAVy. 

New York Papers to the 6th Fcbri(nry havo been received. They con* 
^11 an important Rcjsbrt from the Navy Bpivd eg the Secretary of tiifi[ 
Navy, stating the proceedings which have bedn hi^ under the Act tor the 
Increase of theNery. In the SUte NgvyTardi there v are tlte fiames 
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of lea; HiiMf-JNUtle ships oud ten fngstes. The Eeport proceeds at 
fBdlo#s ^ ' 

Of the copper and lead required in the constrdction of the sl»|i| • 
entborisedf when the quantity Contracted for shall be delivered (and nti^ 
all has been delivered), we shall have a sufficiency for all the ships of ,th% 
line authorised, aud for ten frigates. Of white oak and pine, it will he 
perceived that Ve have contracted for, and otherwise provided, as foU 
lpws:<«>rA sufficient^ quantity of oak plank for seven ships*of (he line and 
four frigates, and nearly all the pine plank required for seven ships of the 
line and four frigates. Beams for hve ships of -the line and four frigates. 
Ledges, long combigiis, and laiigiiig simber for seven ships of the line and 
/ive frigates. Knees for six ships of the line and three frigates. Mast stuff 
for three ships of the line and two frigates : and we have also engaged, and 
have now delivering, the keels and keelson pieces for five ships of the line 
and one frigate. Of cannon, carronadcs, round and 'grape shot, we have 
contracted for the quantity required for two ships of the line. Of iron, 
we have engaged, and have now on hand* ncnrly all that is required 
for four ships of the line and one frigate. Upon the subject of the steam 
batteries, authorized by the law for the ‘ gradual increase of the navy,' the 
Commissioners have engaged one steam ongine of oup hundred horse 
power. The Commissioners have also e^tabli^iied an anchor-shop at this 
Navy Yard, where all the anchors required will he made. They are also 
making at this yard iron cables. One ship of the line is ordered to he laid 
down at each of the following Navy Yards ; viz. Portsmoutli, New York, 
AVashington, Boston, PhiladLlphui, Norfolk. Preparations are also 
making in each of these yards, and materials to a considerable extent have 
been^coliected. Of the ships ordered to he laid down, those at New York, 
Norft;^ and Washington, have been put ^ the stocks, and are pro* 
gresHing; those at the other points named, wiirhe laid down as soon as 
circumstances will admit.’' The Report concludes by saying, the Com- 
missiuners have no doubt of being able, if it should be the wish of the 
£xeeutiye," to launch them within the period contemplated by law. 

EXTILAOaniNART INSTANCE OP AtIVE INTREPIDITY IN A NAVAL OFFICSJt. 

The Bristol and Birmingham mail, on its approach to Gloucester, about 
eleven o'clock at night, on Wednesday, the 4th of March, had a 
very narrow escape from being ovcrjjet into a piece o'rwater of {^eat depth, 
at Hardwick*bridge, where all must have perished ; the leaders lost their 
feoting, turned short round ; on which the guard ^ot down, in the hope of 
beiii^ able to guide them through the water; but m the attempt the horses 
fell into the ditch, and pulled the poor fellow alimg with them. !n this 
perilous dilemma, and with no otl^r prospect than the coach being liko 
wise drawp into the same abyss, a ywng Naval Officer, who was an inside 
ppqmger, iutrepidly plunged into the flood, and sxvimming with one baad^ 
with the other .draggi^d the giard on shore ; after which, he went to tlA 
assisratieie of the horses, tut the traces ^ilh a knife which he took firom his 
pockdt, and sav^. the poor animals from drowning, as well as the coach 
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fom beiikirvpset in this Appalling •rtuation 1*^ f^ndiAg it irnffaftiUlt tapr6*» 
ceedf the whole of the horses were ti^en off, and went btfck whh fhur df 
the passengers and the guards to Whitminster Inn' (idioiit three ini|es% 
< Bttrrowesi the coachman, being left on site boa in charge of thecoacbf dkn 
dther two passengers having gone to a fa^-house near the spof, wtidf^ 
thej were most hospitably treated. It was past sia o’clock before the flood 
bad silfliciently subsided to permit of their prosecuting their jOufuey^ 
during all which time the coachman was left at his post; and it was hkHk 
past ten on Thursday morning, instead of twelve the preceding night, befo'rd 
the conch reached Gloucester. — ^Tlie Down mail, finding the dangerodi 
state of the road, very properly returned 4b Gloucester, and did not pr^ 
ceed to Bristol till day-light in thg, morning. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


On the Increoic of our Naval Force, 

Letter IIL 

MR. EDITOR, 30tk November^ 1817. 

I HAVE, 1 trust, been able fully to demonstrate, that it is the obvious 
interest and policy of Britain to render both her navy and her naval 
system more perfect and efficient, as quickly as possible. I have, Sir, 
already referred to the activity which prevails more particularly in Ame- 
rica (where their rising navy is now their pride and glory), and tQ^d|jik'^er^ 
severing ardour with which this fondness for maritime exploits ^llrj^part 
of the people is followed up by the government of that country, &Bt rising 
into importance in the scale of nations. ’ It may be now proper to refer back 
to the Report on the American Navy, which was ordered by the Senate at 
the conclusion of the late war ; because, in that report, mdby of the imper- 
fections existing in the Britifk navy are boldly and explicitly stated, and 
said to have baffled hitherto all our attempts to get rid of them ; and the 
pre-eminent good qualities of their own ships, and the superiority of their ^ 
system, largely de&canted on. This report must be admitted to be drawn 
up by an able and ms. terly hand, it seems to have spoken home to the very 
hearts of bur naval rulers, and already Itbve they the merU of having, I 
hope most effectually, cured one of the greatest evils which existed in our 
system ; viz, the vast variety of classes of ships : hy the hew naval regullif* 
tions, , this variety is now greatly done bway, and will render the sup^y'of 
stores for fleets and squadrons a much simpler and easier business than for* 
nierly. Nor is this improvcnieiit i\^ only one to which I trust this abb 
report of the American naval secretary will lead on our part s that report 
also states, with great confidence, the ability^ of one u{ ibe heavy frigatds 
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(they bm now leverid ships of the line^ launched since the peace) to oope 
«ri;h eny British man of war, a few of our three-deckeis only eaeepted, 
when then is aiiy» Sir : it may, however, well be doubted, whetiier this 
aasumption» which undoubtedly svours mitcAof prenurq^ionf is oorrects* 
we know that none of these heavy frigates ever dared to wait the approach 
of even our smallest 74 ; and therefore, although they are very formidable 
ships, no doubt, to our frigates, they cannot otherwise be viewed with 
any feelings of ahxieQr* But that improvements in the size and construction 
ef our ships of war are greatly wanted, is no longer mattir oC any doubt; 
it is universally allowed ; and it remains to be seen, whether the report 
above alluded to shall not have/slso a prevailing voice in making this impor* 
tant object (one of tital interest to Britain) the basis of her future naval 
greatness, by inducing the Navy and Admiralty Boards to leave notliing 
undone to improve our ships to the utmost. It may perhaps l>e well to give 
the very words of thev report, they arc truly words of useful import to 
Britain, if unattended to. The nature, construction, and equipment of 
the ships tvhirh constitute a navy, forms the basis of its efficiency^ dura^ 
hiliiy^ and tetmomy ; and the most important branch in the civil adminis- 
tration of afiiiirs. The defects in this part of the British system have been 
the theme of criticism and reprehension for years past. The most muiutc, 
laborious, and able investigation has from tfme to time taken plade, under 
the direction and scrutiny of Parliament, yet nothing approximating to 
radical tfrnendment has been adopted ; and from various causes, liie 
iidvcicates of this necessary reform now begin to despair altogether of 
success." 

We trust, Sir, that these remarks on the impciTeclions of our system, 
which in time of war it seems was a task too diflicult to adinli of being fully 
accoq^y^lied, will induce our naval rulers, nay, we hope has already 
inddi^^bem, now to turn their attention very anxiously to this subject ; 
and Vbm In time of war could not be with ease or safety entered into, we 
are confident, in time of peace, will be found capable of being not only 
remedied, but, as I said before, will, I hope, lay anew the foundation of 
Britain’s bulwarks, of the most duratile and solid materials. I trust, Sir, 
I need not enter farther into the particuiurs ol this repoir, which .shews 
most clearly the determination oT the AmcMiean government in compliance 
with the voice of the people, to have a powerful navy as soon as possible ; 
enough has been already stated, I think, to prove the necessity of iliitairt 
attending seriously to ber’s. Far am 1 from wishing to contemplate war 
(that dread fu^ scourge of nation^, and of the human race) as b^ng near at 
hand : this country, and almost every country, 1ms many very weighty rea- 
sons for wishing, aif possible, *to avoid it; yet cicrtainly, even viith the 
strongest inclination for peace, it may happen thdl war may Lccoiyc our 
only alternative : it is then sureiyour policy and interest to be prepared, 
t^t least to have a navy fit to act— to^|Ou^ navy ia our right urm^ and if by 
any unfortunate chain of events, rhisltrai is disabled, or rendered power* 
then indeed is the Sun of Britain about ta set fur ever. But, Sir; 
tiiiicktiUQt be; our kuowleJge of our«own truest and bcsi inieresu is so 
grout, and our conviction so strong on this point, that tlicre can be r.a 
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doabr df «ar taking cfrery possible means to preserve and sicfde CAir aavil 
sitpaemacy ; that these means may be judicUmfy thoten, is my ardedt 
and an»oos hope ; surely sdl our experience daring ages 6t iiavdl 
• warfatBp cannot go fit nought ; surely the Jasons of the last twenty years 
cannot have been all in vain. We must» however, go to the terf root of 
the etilf and extirpate the canker-worm whichjsas threatened to undermine 
and destroy our navy. I hope, Sir, this is the determination of the Board 
of Admiralty, and 1 rejoice to think that they have already given fair p^ 
mise of continuing to do all that is required to render our navy efiicrent, 
aud our system as perfect as possible* Let nut, then, this fair promi^ 
become a dead letter ; neither labour uoeicdidicultieB must be allowed to 
turn them from the good and necessary work they liave undertaken ; an3 
if a stimulus is wanting, let them look at our military system, and contem<^ 
plate the success which has attended the exertions persevered in in that 
de)>artmeut ; they have been great, dignified, and *glorious : those of the 
Admiralty, if persevered in, cannot fail to he equally successful| and 
equally glorious and useful to fhe country; our military system is at this 
inoinent the best in Europe, and I hope our naval system will in tina 
rival it. 


On our Marine La^tf Imprmment^ 

Breathes there a man, with soul so dead, 

Who never to himself hath said, 
r/tis is ny riun— oiy native land ! 

Whose heait hath neVr within him hom’d. 

As home his footsteps lie hath turn’d, 

From wandenug on a foreign strand ! ” 

MR. EDITOR, December 6th, 1817. 

I HAVE in some former letters adverted to the obvious necessity which 
appears to me to exist, for govenmieiit now to abandon the system of 
impressment, at least so far as to have recourse to it, even during war, on/y 
on the most urgent occasion^, when seamen must be had, and can be ol^ 
tained Inf no other means* This subject appears now to have attracted the 
attention, from the persevering and patriotic exeriious of Mr. Urqubart 
and others^ not only of practical seamen and naval ofheers in general, but 
of the whole country ; and I am sanguine in my hopes, that our marmU 
laws, aud the maiitime {policy of Britain, will, during tj^e present sessioffi 
of Parliament, be taken into serious consideration. Were the subject of 
Impressment referred to a Coiniuittee of the House of Commons, where 
full evidence could be had of all its korrors (and these scarcely can* 
exaggerated), sure I am, few indiv(di(ils in tiiut House, or in this Country,* 
would be found to say, th^t any t!ii*'<|^ short of necessity could iiave drivelji 
the government of a free and enligljtcned peo||l^le to coutinue it. Who that 
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h conviehiint with Ent^lish hMtnfy, qannot trace hack its Origin to the time 
when Britain possessed only a hired navy, and when every sea-port was 
ordered to funiish a certain number of ships fully |^anned ahd alined, to 
continue in the King’s service Jtintif discharged. But, Mr. Editor, I appre* 
bend the time is uaw arrived, when our men of war ought to be manned in 
n different manner ; viz. vnlunteers — by seamen who are willing and 

ready to serve ihcu* country, but for a certain limited time only : all, or 
^ry nearly all, including many naval officers with whom J have conversed, 
seem to agree, that this is now absolutely necessary. Can it,*I would ask» 
be supposed, can it be reasonably expected, if. we are to continue to wield 
trident, that seatpen, arri^ng porhaps after a long voyage, and hoping, 
fondly hoping, to embrace a beloved wiii^, children, and friends, if instead 
of their welcome, they meet that of a ruffian press- franf!, who tear them 
from all they hold dear, place them in confinemeni in tiie tender of such a 
gang, amidst other unfortunntes like themselves : is it, I would ask ngaioi 
to be supposed that such treatment, which is only the beginning of a man 
of war^s inan^s life at sea, does not tend, doc»not go very far indeed to extin* 
guish love of Country— ^tUnt only i^fficient principle, that soul-impelling 
guide, which prompts, auiiiiates, nnd supports, in the day of battle, in the 
hour of danger. It is true, Sir, British sesvpien, whether pressed info .the 
service or not, have iie\er yet tarnished their glory, or the former lustre of 
their hecoic deeds ; but is it not a truth, undeniable, tliat the affections of 
fnaiiy, of very many, of our seamen^^ve been withdrawn from their native 
country, and their love towards it e^ced ; that hne of country, which 
continucih so long, and whicli scarcely any thing can altogetlier erudicute ; 
and that during the latter years of the war, particularly with America, too 
man^ of them were seduced, some by seducliuu openly practised and 
enoAil^ed hy the Aniej leans, but not a few solely troin their Jong con* 
tinued^itn'd protracted detention in the service, {iftcr being originally forced 
into it by impressmenl.— It purely llicii becomes the business of govern* 
nieut to ascertain, if by no other practicable means our navy ran be umn- 
ned in time of war— -of ordinary vvar. Many naval officers think that it is 
very possible, by the adoption of piv>pcr measures of encouragement ; -and 
Mr. Urquliait undertakes lu psuye, and to make it demonstrable to the 
meanest capacity, that it is our policy to make the attempt. 1' trust 
goveriimeiit will not defer eiueiing into the considernt:ou of this important 
matter ; for without its sanction the Admiralty cannot (however willing) 
undertake it of themselves ; and 1 certainiv think it becomes th^duty of the 
merchants aild ship-owners of the United Kingdom, to urge on that inquiry 
ig^hidi must previously be m^dc into the whole system of our marine policy, 
laws, and customs, many of which^werc enacted for earlier and different 
times, and much of which, I believe, requires reconsideration and revision. 
It Is certiiinlv the opinion of nian)iik that in order efficiently to man our 
ships of war, greater encouragemeiitlbhould be given, and linoited periods of 
service ought to be introduced ; ana if the cruel, oppressive, and degrading 
system of impressment so lohg followed, can be dispensed with, I am very 
confident the British government will Alow it to become a dead letter iu all 
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time to come, except in cases of the most extreme danger, and imminent 
peril ; and when it is thus resorted to, undoubtedly the men ought to be 
released from service m soon as possible, and notie kept who do not enter 
Voluntarily. • 

Some additional expense may, in consequence of bounties, be entailed on 
the country, but a great grievance will be doqp away, affecting both the 
seamen and their employers, wliose interest, sts well as duty, it is to advo- 
cate their cause. 1 hope, Sir, that these important matters will he soon 
taken into consideration, and referred to nCommittee of the House of Com* 
mons, where will be found men well able to make the fullest inquiry, and 
to draw up an able report on the suli|}ect : the excellent reports on nian)^ 
other truly important and interestmg subjects, which have lately proceeded 
from chat honourable house, and which will do it such lasting honour, must 
assure every reasonable man, that tlie truth will there be heard, and that 
what is proved to be for the good, for the interest of ttie nation, what is now 
demonstrated to be our best policy as a naval power, hitherto luistrets of 
the seas> will be carried into e6ect. 

On the intention of Government to import Ship-timber from Trk$lc, 

MR. EDITOR, ^ 12thJanuarp^^BlS* 

S EVERAL of your Correspondents* having expressed gieat, and, no 
doubt, becoming and praiseworthy anxiety, on the necessity of witlu 
out delay making every exertion to increase our navy, by constructing new 
ships bn the same plan, and of similar dimensions, to the American men 
of war ; 1 am inclined to think the following information will heJ||Bhly 
acceptable to them, and to ail who are interested in inaintHining our mval 
supremacy (atid who tliat values the names of Englishman is not so) ; viz, 
that government are now engaged in chartering ships, to proceed imme- 
diately to Trieste for timber, and that 8000 ton of shlnpin^ belonging to 
Hull o/oae, according to my information, have been taken up for this pur- 
pose: the employment of so many laigcT vesseU in this manner must, I 
1 think, produce an improvement in freights, and create no inconsiderable 
employment in the same w'ay for some time t(} come, if the report os to the 
t^lity of the wood proves correct, of which linle douht is entertained— 
nor is this ail. Since the arrival of the American ship of (he line, the 
Franklin, in our ports, the First Lord of the Admiralty has proceeded in 
person to Portsmouth, iiuorder to be fully aieare of the wxe, dimensions;; 
tonnage, and equipment of this “ non-pareil,” this chef d ouvre of the «rt 
of ship^building: and it is cunhclcntly stated, so soon ns the naval estimates 
have passed, and the Austrian tim^f is brought to England, that he 
means to give immediate directions fw laying down at least ten or twelve 
shi^s of similar dimensions and constructions^ ns the American, and also 

1 — ■ ■ ■ 

V 1 allude to Albion, J. C, Neplunus, and Anon. Vol. xxxviii. pp, -158, 4C0, 484a 
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some heavy frigates, as vacancies on the slips take place, by launching 
those now on the stocks. 

This is worthy of Lord Melville, and of a FirsWLord who bolds it his 
first duty, and greatest honor, to watch over Britain’s Wooden Walls. ^ 
am sure it will give universal satisfaption to fhe country, and entitle him to 
rhe praise and approbation df all true Britons. 
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On Teak Shipt, 4'A 

• 

MR. EDtTOR, • 2d Fcbniaty, 1818. 

A S 1 observe that some of the writers in the N. C. are anxiously recom- 
mending to governiuenc to build o^r additional number of large men 
of war of teak wood, both on account of the w'ant of oak timber in this 
country, and of the had quality of v^ hat is imported from foreign countries, 
as has been so incontrstubly, and by fatal experience, proved, in the early 
decay of many of fiur newest ships, think it may be of consequence to 
lay bcfoie youi readers the following ubservatioi^s on that subject, from 
wliicb 1 hope it will be very evident, lliat ^neb recoinnieudaiious are t^cll 
deserving of notice, being founded on the clearest arguments, and best 
informa^oii. A late writer on this subject has well observed, tiiat from 
the state of the shipping and tiixilier in Great Britain, it is evident that 
some 7iew resource is very much wanted, both for the use ofthek^ast (iidia 
Company, and for national purposes and this resource, it appears, hap- 
pily presents itself within the territories of the East India Company them- 
selves. They are now possessed, by the fortune of war, of a country ot\ 
the fl^st of Malabar, that is covered with forests of almost unbounded 
planted with ship-timber (teak) of a quality so superior to all other, 
(hat the ships which are built of it arc allowed to be the most durable iti 
the world ; these forests m e so situated, being m the vicinity of large rivers, 
as to render the transportation of the timber to the sea coast, and to where 
the ships are built, very easy and convenient : and the Marquess of Wellesley 
has stated, that tiiese forests are able to furnish tonnage to un^ amount, 
and that large and thriving piantHtions have been made in Bengal, and that 
the cultivation of that timber is spreading over Bengal.” It is a great 
Rational consideration, therefore, whether any sound and sudicieut reason 
exists against the public availing themselves vuy fully of sueb^a valuable 
resource for Completing our navy as the Eust aflfords; we have already five 
or six seventy-four’s of teak .wood ; and it remains only to be ascertained 
whether the good qualities of those ships warrant our use of that wood in 
building our men of war in future ; from all I have learned on the subject, 
this wood answers equally well for »?eii of war as merchantmen, being so 
durable as to last thirty years with silircely any repairs, very safe in battle, 
and in bad weather; it is, however, found, I believe, to be little calculated 
for fast sailing ; but even if Such is the case, the advantages are many and 
preponderating ; und we have scarcely a choice left, but to use teak, op 
ifry inferior oak, which will not c^, so long as the dry-rot continues 
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infest our tsliips. It has been statedi but not correctly, that tlie expense of 
teak ships would be much more considerable than those of oak ; even were 
it so, they are certainly from all accounts better worth the money ; but in 
^oint of fact it will be found otherwise, if the following estimate, which 
was made some years ago, be at%ll correct; it was by a merchant of expe- 
riencey engaged in the India trade, but unconnected with government. 


The expense of building a line>of-hattle ship of 2,600 tons 

. in India, of Malabar teak 60,000 

Temporary equipment for bringing her to England would be 1 0,000 
Sailing expenses, 200 men for eight months 10,000 


70,000 

Allow this ship to carry cotton to China, and bring liome 
tea, and her freight would be at 15/. ptr ton ; or rathet: 
load her with teak wood for the use of the dohk-yards 
in England, and it will amount at the same rate to •• • 37,500 

32,500 

Leaving an cighty-six gun ship, that will Inst thirty years, 

to cost, on her arrival in England, only S2,500/» 

« 

Government appear very sensible of the importance of this valuable sub- 
stitute for oak, and their diligence in continuing to construct new ships of 
teak, both in India and in the royal dock-yards in England, will no doubt 
correspond with the evident advantages resulting from it; within these few 
years, we have seen several fine teak ships added to our naval force, now 
greatly reduced in number ; and it must be the vvish of every one to see thp 
same system pursued vvith increased vigour, except it can be proved that 
this wood is dff active in any other respect, of which I am unaware. 1 cer- 
tainly do not mean to say, that the use of oak should be relinquished; but 
1 do very much fear, that if no preventive or security against tlie greatest 
enemy of opr navy, the dry-rot, is not soon discovered, we shall be obliged 
per force to give 4 up, fuid employ teak and mahogany, or other woods, in 
Its place. 

I have much pleasure in observing th^ very excellent arrangements 
now in preparation for despatching four vessels to prosecute disco- 
veries at Dqvis* Straits, and Greenland, as formerly suggested, with a 
view, if possible, to discover a North West Passage, and force their way to 
the North Pole. Whatever may be the event of these voyages, wliether 
successful (as 1 hope they will be) or not, every praise is cerfkinly dqp t0| 
the First Lord and Board of Admiralty, for their so readily and properly 
acceding to the wishes of the country and nautical men on this subject. 

Under the guidance of the two able officers to whom it is entrusted and 
^tted out ill the ample and complete nm'iner it will be, we have every rea«< 
son to expect and hope for the mpt gratifying results; every friend us 
useful discovery, and the eucuuragAaent of scientific pursuits, will bf 
deeply interested in the event, which 1 iiope and trust will be fortunate. 
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lift. EDiTORi \U March, 1818. 

1 AM happy to observe you liove1>een ^joabled to Jay before your readers' 
the biographical memoir of Sir Hugh Palliser ; in announcing which, 
however, you have, 1 think, fallen into a slight error, when you call hitn 
one of tlie last of the naval heroes of the old school. 

I am inclined to believe, that several other equally import|int and intereht- 
ing memoirs are vet wanting to entirely complete the set ; andl think it is 
to be retrretted it should not be made as complete as possible; had I -the 
materials for fiirni^hinn; hioi<rapljical ngeinoirs of any of the following gallant 
officers of ih:it dnv, I would be must happy to send them to you ; but 1 
trust some of ihc iiiany readers and contributors to your excellent work may 
be able to render you that assistance : T think the Naval Chronicle has not 
hitherto been embellished by the memoirs of the late gallant, although un- 
fortunate, Admiral Ryron ; Sir Robert Harland, Lord Keppel’s second 
on the 27th July ; nor of Sir James Wallace^ one of the very best officers 
of his day, and whose last exploit was, his gallant defence of Newfound- 
land against the French admiral, Richey, in the beginning of the revolutionary 
war : there are, no doubt, some others butj only recollect these a( prd^ent. 
I am, however, sensible that the memoirs of deceased officers of that period 
are not now very easily obtainable, and will soon, it is to be feared, be be- 
yond your reach ; T therefore would recommend it to those possessing ma- 
terials for their compilation, to lose no time in forwarding them to you : 
nor would those of any officer of good conduct, who has fallen or died in his 
country's service, be unacceptable, but the contrary, as 1 am persuaded 
you are very desirous of rendering this part of your work as full and perfect 
af pofisibic; but to accomplish which, great assistance is often necessary. 


and K^dmvfw 


On the Employment of our Seamen^ 

lift* EDITOR, 10/A February, 1818. 

I AM surprised to observe, that amidst all that has been done, and is 
still doing, for our deserving, but now destitute seamen, no more 
effectual plan has yet been adopted^ for getting employment for them on 
their own natne t lcment. Surely put of the part of London at this leason 
of the year, wlmi the spring ships pre biting out, and when the Admiralty* 
luivevj properly commissioned half i^lozeii frigates and sloops to give them 

* This was a prudent and wifll-tiroed measure ; and 1 hope to see governmdnt 
always alive to such excellent feelings, anS as willing to assist aud cherish our 
leaipcn by acts of Kindness ; its cb'ccts will be wonderful* 
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employ, there cnn be no mighty difficulty in getting the number of seamen, 
900 men,* under the superhitendance and protection of the CommitteeJ^ 
immediately turned over to actual ^ployment. Why do not the ship* 
owners agree ainongst themselves to select their seamen from the«ie recefh 
tacles, where they will, I make no doubt, find men of all descriptions eager 
and willing to be employed : why do not the captains of East and West 
Indiamen, of the Greenland ships, and of all British vessels, agree to give 
a preference lo*these poor men ; were this done, their numbers would soon 
be diminished, and the distress alleviated. I am very sure, under the 
direction oftheCommitteeiiow labouring in their behalf, every thing possi- 
ble will be done, not only to remove their present misfortunes, but to pre- 
vent a recurrence of the evil ; and before retiring from their benevolent 
and praise-worthy exertions, I hope they wi)f earnestly and anxiously call 
the attention of government to the subject, pointiug out the causes of the 
present distress, and the means they conceive likely to prevent its being 
again experienced to the same extent : the time cannot, I conceive, be far 
distant, when our naval policy must prove tlic sulject of serious and earnest 
co'uiideration to the British Lfegislature, 


TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD MELVILLE. 

On our Naval Force, 4^. 

** Britannia rules the Waves.” 

MY LORD, Ftbruarj/ 7 t/i, 1818. 

TflHESE few emphatic words speak volumes to every Englishman ; the 
dominion of the seas is his boast and glory ; it is his birthright, 
acquired by the valour and blood of his forefathers ; and during the late 
wars proved, hnd proof been necessary, beyond nil contradiction, thuC 
Britain is^/hr more a naval than a military power : it is not, 1 think, at all 
necessary to urge this, because the feelings, as well as the habits, of the 
people demonstrate the truth of my assertion in the most powerful nnd con- 
vincing manner; for during our late war with America, was not this shewn 
in the fullest manner, during the continuance of their short-lived success at 
sea, where, alchough our ships were invariably overpov^'ered by superior 
force, could any thing eiceed the chagrin, dis^ppoiiitinexit, cud mortificn- 
tioii which was experienced throughout the kingdom, from one end of it t» 
the other; (be indignantVeelings of the people wore, as you wUI recollect, 
my Lord, unjversally and loudly expressed ; and I then thought, und.ftilt 
believe, (hey were well and patriotic^y expressed : no unmanly fear, ms 
unnecessary despondence, was shewf!; but a very powerful call was made 
on government, and on your Lordship; as First Lord of the Admiralty,* 19 
■ ■■■ - . ■ .. .. 

* Whose characters are I'gr superior to the ct^ition misfortuno ba9 reduced 
them to. 
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prepare immcdiatelt/ the means of attacking our new enemy on equal terms, 
with ships of similar dimensions and force: great surprise, and no small 
indignation, were also manifested, that so little prcvioiu attention had been 
shewn towards a matter of such impo/htaiice : here, I think, however, public ^ 
opinion erred, because neither you, my Lord, nor our naval officers in 
general, had supposed the American ships so every way superior to our 
own in power, as was proved to he the case on trial. Since peace has been 
concluded, we know that the government of America hay been putting 
forth its utmost vigour to enlarge and increase its naval power^ wt kw/w 
that it has great command of the materials for acquiring a powerful navy; 
fve also knoWf my Lord, that it has hitherto judiciously and wisely applied, 
those means : we have heard of their masitime regulations ; we have seen 
their ships, and crews, of every class and description ; and we are com* 
pelled, however reluctantly, to admire, and, if we are wise, to rightly 
appretiate, their power and efficiency. 

We have just seen the Franklin depart from our ports : you, my Lordp 
have yourself teen this ship, as well as many of our most eminent naval 
officers ; and from the statement of Iron Gun, and A Half pay Officer^ at 
pages 56 and 5B, it appears that we have no ship in the navy at present 
capable, as now armed, to contend on any t]iing like equal terms wjth ber^ 
as she exceeds the force of one of our three-deckers as 3 to 2, and our 
74'8, ns 4,to 2. No longer, my Lord, can government, or the Board over 
which you preside, ntietnpt to shut its eyes to these sure indications of the 
rising greatness of the navy of America ; its progress is equally rapid, as its 
increasing power is, I conceive, certain ; and it is fortunate, in my opinion^ 
that we have from experience been warned, fully warned, I hope, of this 
important truth. When war again agitates the world, it is with the navy 
of America that Britain will have to contend m earnest ; and sooner or 
later, iny Lord, the gauntlet will be thrown down : shaU we delay, there* 
fore, to make due and adequate preparation for ** coming events? Shall 
we sec the.se fine and doubly armed American ships within our ports, their 
squadrons sweeping the Mediterranean Sea, and the South American shores^ 
and making settlements in the Pacific Ocean, and be still f Shall we view 
these forinidahlc means, and conjtemplatc their rapid increase, and shall 
we on our part shew no signs of corresponding vigour, of becoming activity, 
ill preparing similar ships ? I certainly have the strongest wish, iny Lord, 
to believe that you do not contemplate all this without feeling impressed 
with the necessity of immediately giving orders for building ships^f similar 
powers, and orarming those capable of carrying guns of larger calibre in the 
American style ; and thcrefqre, although I fed jhe strongest desire to 
enforce die adoption of these wise and prudent measures on yourLordship^ 
attention, yet find myself restrained not a little, from the firm conviStion, 
that when the Naval Estimates arw brought forward, you will take the 
earliest opportunity of fully shewing yf"ur own irapreasion on this subject, 
by bringing forward plans and estimulis for preparing the proper and effec- 
tual means of onr contending with every foe, be their power what it may. 
Let me, thmfore, only suggest, that if your conviction of these great and 
imporcaiit truths is strong, it only equals that of the public mind ; on this 
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wt^ect it hn, fortuniitely for Enj»1iind (for here indifference and procrnl- 
tifiaitkin is rein), but one common feeling, nnd that is the honour and glOff 
mnd successor its navy ; and it judges weil,ybf is it not^ my lAird, imr preant 
^ iby»e» und <«r pmtectian. To ^ou, ns bead of that hbnourable pro* 
iiuBsion, and the director of its power, England now says, in the strongest 
and most animating language^ ** guard well our shores.** If, tiiy Lord, 
cave is taken to prepare a new and powerful navy, so that we might ftght 
fairly, nnd on ^qual terms, the contest cannot be doubtful ; if our ships are 
sufieient, ^kearU qf oak are our men ; and we have nothing to fear ; but let 
os not a second time bf culled on to hght our iraiis-atlantic foes with 
madequate meant. I think the liulf-pay Odicer is under pur in deniauding 
only one hundred sail of tfie line as a sufficient navy ; let us have at least 
fifty more of proud and stately ships, whose force may front the battle's 
hottest fire. ^ 

1 trust, my Lord, soon to hear that tome keels are luidf* nnd that the 
work is to be vigorously prosecuted ; far better is ii now to make prepnra* 
tion, than when the day of trial comes to have every thing to do i this 
were neither wise nor prudent, and, the British government never surely 
will aguiii fall into such an error, after once receiving such a lesson of expe* 
rieiioe. < Be it then your Lontship*s pride and glory to give to us a navy 
woiih) of Britain, and equal to the hopes and wishes of her gallant sons. 


1 aui| Sir, &c. 



Remarlis on the Commit tee for ike Relief of Distressed Seamen, 

MR. EDI'IOR, 

1 I1AVE observed, in a late advertisement of the Committee for the 
relief of Distressed Seamen, published in the Public Ledger of the 
]4tJi ult. the following remarks The late appeal oliers ample prqyf, 
that the call of British Seamen will always he listened to with alacrity, 
whenever their necessities shall render them objects of the cur& and con* 
sideration of tJieir feilow-countryiiien.*' I have also read, ia a SeruiOM, 
preached and published hy a Reverend Gentleman, to distressed Seamen, 
the following passage: — Nor has the government of your couiitiw been 
less warm nn<) active in your cause. What was proper and consistent 
has been *donc.** 

How far these assertions are founded on fact, I leave to the judgment of 
others; but allow me to ask you, Sir, if such assertioiis are not an insult 
to the feelings and understandings of British Seamen ? Numbers of tHcm 
had been, for many years, deprived ^f their just rights and liberties as 
Britisli subjects, througfi the evils IT impressment ; and, when their ser* 
vices were not further required, Itw many^ oC^them were allowed to be 
reduced to a state of starvation, before theicMiocciSsities were noticed. No 
exertion was made for their relief, until the «^t of humanity towards 
tliem became so glaring, that it staipped ingratitude and shame on iheir 
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fellow-countO'inen, Ibr neiglecting their past services and sufTerings 
^hen, and only then, remorse of conscience called forth those charitable 
feelings which are now so loudly vamited. And what is the amount of 
what thgir benefactore are doing for them ? Treatiugillieiu as paupers,^ 
and endeavouring to impress upon their minds a sense of gratitude, for 
what they now deem favours conferred upon them, although, iu fact, they 
are only performing those duties, which the government of the country, and 
the Corporation of the Trinity House, ought, before thi^ tiine, to have 
performed. 

As a British Seaman, I now call upon the .Committee for Distressed 
Seamen, and also upon the Reverend •Gentleman, to prove the assertions 
they have advanced ; and to say, where ts the man that has come forward 
with alacrity in the cause of British Seamen, to maintain Islieir just rights 
and privileges as Brttis|i subjects, conformable to the calls + which I have 
made upon tliem, in behalf of niy profession, to do away impressment, the 
root of all the evils which now attend them, and which has attended them 
for ninny years past — the scourge and banc of their happiness and welfare, 
that blasts their social comforts ttiul prosperity in life, and ruins their 
moral character.^ If no such person can be pointed out, which 1 believe 
cannot be denied, what becomes of their boasted principles of Christianity, 
feelings of humunity and generosity, towards British Seamen ? Where arc 
those phUantiiropic feelings, so often expressed in the cause of Negro Sla* 
very, while the slavery of British Seamen remain unnoticed ? Perhaps the 
emancipation of this class of British subjects from their present state of 
bondage, is not deemed an object worthy the consideration of ihcir fellow* 
countrymen ; yet, to relieve the African from a slate of slavery, is deemed 
uf the very first miporiaiice. Britons ! redecl sincerely on this subject ; as 
on this question hereafter will depend the fate of these realms. 

* Mr. Wtllterforcvk when addressing the Meeting convened to form an 
auxiliary Bible Satiety for merchant seamen, iu ibe Kgyptian l-Dll, said, “ Yoa 
owe a douhlie share of gratitude to seamen, for their past services and suflerings 
in the cause oflheir country.** If such is the fact, surely that gentleman and his 
friends, whose ieelings are so alfci^ted with whatever relates to Negro Slavery, 
ought, agrat'ably to their own acknowledgments, to pay the doable debt of gra- 
titude due to Britiili seamen, by acting with chnstiun charity towards them, and 
endeavouring to tree them trom the evils of iiDpressinent. Tbui one act would 
tend to improve their moral conduct more than ail ibafoiiiial discourses on mora- 
lity which couhl be addressed to them hy ail the leverciid gentleiueolt and others 
so inclined in this Inngdoro. 

1 feel no heltlation to aslert, that, if the plaa*wliich 1 suggested to Lord 
Melville, to do away impressment, iiwd been adopted, when first submitted fur 
Ills consideration, it would have guarded our seamen from those calamities wtntrii 
have befallen them since theconclosion of the war, and would, hereafter, prevent 
them from agaiii falling into a sioular atai,; ef distress and degradation. 

t Mr. C. Grant, sen. M4^. when adaressing the befoTe-meutioned Meeting a; 
the Egyptian Hall, said, ^^TbaV the saivqjtion of this country hfreatter would 
depend upon the moral coadtact of our seanieu.’* 

|lsli.tf])raii.Voi. XXXIX. ' l- i: 
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I presume diet the Chairman of the Cointnictee must allow, that the 
assertion alluded to in the advertisement^ does not correspond with the 
answer 1 lately received from the Ship Owner’s Society, to rpy public Icttler 
* addressed to that Body, and published^ in your late number for February* 

To the Reverend Gentleman, I would recommend to preach add publish 
a bcrmon on the oppressed state of British Seamen, to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, the Corporation of the Trinity House, and to such persons in 
these realms profess to cherisih the principles of Christianity towards man- 
kind in geVieral, but who are more particularly zealous for the abolition of 
Ah ican Slavery. Perhaps the Reverend Gentleman will find, in the Gospel 
of 'Vlatthew, chapter the (2^id, and i;erse the 39th, and the latter clause of 
timt verse, a text suitable for the/>ccasioit. 

1 am, ^c. &c. 


JJoyd\ Coffee-House, 
March 4, 1818. 






The case of the iVidows of Naval Officers considered. 

MU tniTon, March 13/A, 1810, 

Y our having given publicity to my former communications on navaj 
.subjects, induces me again to request your valuable work, the Naval 
Chronicle, may be the medium of the ideas I arn now about to submit, 
on a very distressed and certainly a very numerous proportion of persons 
who have been immediately connected with tiie British navy, I mcun the 
widows of ofiicers, whose misfortunes and privations have obviously arisen 
from those causes that have tended to the proud pre-eminence we have, as 
a nation, attained. Consequently it behoves every liberal mind to take an 
interest in the amclinration of any individual calamity that may, iinavoida* 
blv, have arisen to that sex, who are neither fitted nor intended to make 
tiiose exertions for their maintenance, in avenues ever open to the mascu- 
line part of the creation. 

From day to day since the Parliament assembled, I have observed rhe 
reports of bills before the House, trusting the cornmetits began last sesskm 
on the subject to which I allude, would have met successful perseveraiicr. 
Such not 'being the case, I beg to suggest the very just ani/ liberhl conse- 
quences that would arise from a general superannuatiuii of all widows filling 
situations in departmenls subject to the Adibiralry, whOse services exceed 
the period of ten years. Such a retirement would enable the present amt 
future naval ministers to assist those petitioners whoise claims have been 
noted for consideration from year ^ to year, and by one First Lord aftei; 
number, whilst the widow and herurphans still pine in hopeless misery. 
.Bdrliy a period of ten years roust have enabled every widow (for the pen- 
sifins are not discontinued} to haa-e accuoiulatecl a luia^ the interest of 
w iiich would make a very considerable addition to her income. It may 
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be taken for granted, also, that &hc c«'innot have any clnldreti totally iU)pro- 
vided for after such a (leriod of widowhood. Her sons are in the navy, or 
other profcssionsi and her daughters either married, or on the coropas* 
sionace list. Consequently, widows situated are accun^lnting fortunes,* 
whilst others, of equal rank, are sinking under anxiety. Now, were the 
occupants of such places invariably superannuated after ten yeara servitude, 
it would give ati opportunity to a fresh succession, and so on ; widows and 
orphans, ad infinitum^ would proht, to a certain degree, these institu* 
tions, which are admirable in every respect, save and except in the instance 
of confining their benefits to so limited a number of widows. On the first 
establishment of these great national retreats fur veteran sailors, and those 
incapacitated by temporary illness, at th« 4 >oits, the British navy was on the 
most limited scale ; and no human foresight could have provided for all the 
causes and necessities of amendment tha* have occasiuiially taken place irt 
a service of such unexampled magnitude. The pensions to widows are 
befitting the cliaracter of a great and liberal nation, who must have the 
duty of economy in view, as well as the provision for the claims of every 
rank of subject ; and by a w'idow being appointed to fill the situation 
alluded to for the space of ten years, she would he placed in comfortable 
circumstances (provided she he frugal) for^the remainder of her life. • For 
instance! as we may presume that the matrons of Greenwich, and all oilier^ 
huspicals^do not draw on the funds arising from the pension, only just cal- 
culate, that '"a captait/s widow would realize, in ten *years, the sum of 
eight hundred pounds, and all others in proportion; certainly then such 
persons arc not objects of the national bounty, and such must have been 
the original intention when those appoiiUiiUMiCs were givoti to the widows 
of oflicers.— Should this convey an idea lo the First Lord of the Admiralty* 
which might not hitherto liave oocurred, I shall not V>e tlie last among 
those disposed to praise that nohleinai/s charucCer and talent, though 
totally disinterested in the administration both uf navy, military, and 
tuarinps; and only your humble servant, and 
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MR. tniffOR, Jumtarjf eaWi, 1818 . 

A SUBJECT to wiilcli die attention of fUnmc of your valuable 
Correspoiufcnts has Seen directed, is undoubtedly of the greatest 
importance to the nation, as it aflects nut only her vital intcrestjj in the 
well being of her navy, but also Ii4r imperious expenditure for the mainte- 
nance of this arm of her power. Who can acriirutciy estimate the millions 
that have been consumed, during' the lust twenty-five years, by the 
dry-rot f • 

The observations of your intelligent fcorrespondf^ii, J. C, on this subject, 
are deserving of the cuusideration of every innu in ihe country, who feels the 
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kast degree of interest in her f rosperity, be his situation or ratik what it 
may. It might be imagined, that it cannot be beyond the power of 
research to discover, whether this destroyer of British ships of war in the 
* present day» is almost a stranger to merchant vessels ; and if so, whether 
this proceeds from the different state of the timber of which they are built, 
or from any other cause ? Were it to be supposed it was caused in any 
degree by a crowded respiration, then ships of war of all nations, since the 
invention of cannon, wpuld have been subject to its ravages; but this by 
no means appears Co have been the case. Nor docs there appear any 
authentic record to establish the opinion, that in former ages, this modern 
consumer of the Britisli navy made any great impression, if any, on the 
frames of the ships of which it was then composed. 

1 do not pretend to maintain that this is absolutely the case, but I be- 
lieve that old British slops of war have been strangers to this disease 4 
except where it may have been introduced by modern repairs. 

If this can be established as an undeniable fact, it must then be interrcfl, 
that the cause proceeds from the different modes of preparing the liiiilier ; 
rejecting that which appeared diseased ; and it might also be, in a greater 
or less degree, from the dilftrenc time of felling the trees. Although the 
latter miglit have some effect up«n its durability, it does not appear, if 
properly seasoned before used, why it siiould produce the \egetable funguS|^ 
called the dry-rot, more than if cut at any other lime. 

It would also be of importance to discover, wlitthcr any particular spe- 
cies is more subject to the rot than another, where all arc alike iii a con- 
fined state ; or if it be more liable to take place where fir is used with oak. 

Your Correspondent, J. C. mentions the after* liold as being the mo'?t 
liable to the disease ; hut are not otiicr parts of the shi[> as much coiifiiied, 
especially tlie fore magarine r Is tlierc any thing in the suljihur or salt- 
petre to counicracl its effects? Or is there any emission from the vegeta- 
ble antiscorbutics, now in use in the navy, and which arc kept in the after- 
part of sliip*', which can be supposed to have any effect in producing the 
disease ? 

Wlicii timber is not propci ly seasoned, the exclusion of air will cer- 
tainly cause its decay ; but tins may not, and 1 believe does not, invariably 
produce a fungus. 

As fur ns I have been able to discern the rot in timber, or dissolution u( 
its parts, from an internal cause, it appeared to be effected in two ways, 
first, by fiot being properly seasoned, and placed in confiiiad st^imtions, it 
will moulder, or rot, and decay ; yet without any appearance of fungus. 
W'hether many may del^)lnillHte this the drjf-rot, I caiAiut say ; but it 'is 
undeniably ti decay produced by au internal cause* 

The second cause is from the vegetal^ fungus, n more formidable enemy ^ 
as its ravages soon extend in a fearful degree,^ especially after it has been 
suffered to spread to any extent; wh^ii it may easily do in many places i(i 
a ship, without being much noticed. Ttouay be worthy of iuquiry, whet- 
ther this vegetable cau exist withpftt the presepce of timber ? 
whether the latter is alone capable of its pioductiGiii { 
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I am of opinion it may exist wiiliout the presence of timber r but perhaps 
it may be neressary, to ^ive vifrour to its vej^etation. This opinion is not 
hazarded ivithout proof. 1 lia<l lately an opportunity of observing the fact 
in a dwellin!;-house : 1 believe it h^d been subject for a number of years 
what is called the dry-rot, pniduced by the vegetable fungus ; the wain- 
scoting had been removed, and a part of the floor uftbeted, and new put in 
its place. In about twelve months afterwards, towards the cud of sum- 
mer, small kpobs pf fungus were perceived shootiipg between the wainscot- 
ing and floor, and also in some places through the joints oi' the former. 
This was thought little of ; brit at the same time scraped away whenever it 
appeared. It, however, continued to increase, and to shoot out larger 
heads of fungus; so that by the '=^(;pond summer, the joints of the 
ivar.iscotmg had opened, some near a quarter of an inch, being flUed with 
ftmgns ail llie length ; in a corner it wa*- found quite rotten ; the wainscot- 
ing bent in Ineadilis iri\vard>», tending fast to utter decay. 

It was now found necessary, to prevent it spreading farther in the house, 
to clear away the part aflcclcd, when the wood was found covered over, in 
the inside, by a texture having the appeal ance of a cobweb ; but which was 
evidently the production of the vegetable, and the cause of the new 
waiiiscoiing and floor decaying. The latter being three times the thickness 
oi the former, had not suflered so much as to be altogether tiselcs'^f but had 
ncarlj iii an equal degree of substance. The vegetable vvas observed to be 
rooted in the wall, which might have been built near tifty years, or perhaps 
longer, and seemed partly composed of a black earth mixed with the 
stones. In this earth the fibrous roots were found deeply seated and 
extending, and were pulled out in pieces of several inches in length. Nor 
did they appear of a fragile sulistnnee, such as might have been expected* 
but exhibited a degree of toughness, and when pulled, brought ofl part of 
the roots. An old part of the floor was left untouched ; either its state did 
not agree vviih the nature of the vegetable, or it required more time to 
^tend upon it: the first is perhaps the most likely. 

From the facts related, it appears, that this vegetable may exist, and 
lurk for years in a kind of dormant state, in old w'alls, causing a rusty kind 
of appearance on stones ; but is ready to extend itself on the surface of 
xvood, which may not be properly seasoned ; shooting out branches, that 
|i|ie the ivy, root tlieiiiselves where they find a favourable situation; and 
thus extends itself, shooting out fungus as a kind of fruit; and diflusing 
itself in a cobweb-like substance over the inner side of wood, suitable for 
lU propagation ; which soon produces the rot, by destroying its texture. 

In the house already mentioiied| in a place not far from that mentioned, 
but where no signs of the vegetable had been observed, some^r sawdust 
had been used for stowing bottles, which was not very dry at the time, and 
ttiighthave been from rather groen planks. In less than twelve months, 
large pieces of fuegys were seen rising over the bottles, and shooting out in 
ell directions from the sawdust, ^/n the bottles being removed, many were 
found covered with the cnbweb-like spbslance already mentioned, and 
adhering so tenaciously to some, to require scraping from the holler*" 
pf the bottoms, as well as from thf other parts. At the bottom of tlics i 
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dust was observed tlie same fibrous appearances as in the wall, which were 
taken up in pieces of a foot in length with the branches, covered over, with 
sawdust adhering to them ; but no roots appeared growing in the earth. 

^^ere an inquiry appears necessary ; was it produced by the sawdqsi ? or 
from a lurking and unperceived branch of that already noticed ? From a 
more recent appearance, 1 am inclined to think by the saw-dust. In ano- 
ther house, where the dry-rot has never appeared, a quantity of sawdust, 
and of the sqme k^nd as tlib former^ had been put together, and although 
previously exposed to the sun and wind fur some time, still, not being 
thoroughly seasoned, it exhibited the presence of moisture. This caused 
the whole to be again removed, and exposed to the sun and air, wlicn 
lumps appeared in some places, as If something were forming within ; and 
at the bottom, and upon a wall, some appearances, to say the least of 
them, were extremely suspicious, being stringy, and paving a great resem- 
blance of those found at the bottom of the sawdust used for the stowing of 
bottles. No fungus had appeared ; nor was it judged prudent to run tlie 
risk of trying whether it would or not, as the disease is known to be so 
injurious, and so difficult to be eradicated. 

If the observations made on the latter heap of sawdust be correct, it 
might be inferred, that some tecs, at least, are impregnated with this 
vegetable before they are cut down, which can only be destroyed by the 
moisture being completely evaporated, and the wood being thus tliorouglily 
seasoned before used. It roust be evident, that the same piece of timber, 
tf impregnated, would exhibit a very different apfieurance, in different 
situations, if used before properly ’seasoned. In one, where there was 
accession of air to both sides, no disease might appear, as the remaining 
moisture would gradually evaporate. In another, where one side came in 
contact with a wall, or was in a confined situation on board of a ship, that 
favoured the corroding of the renminiiig moisture, or juice i here the vege- 
table may discover itself, and begin to shoot out branches, which, if not 
opposed, would soon spread itself over every thing near that favoured its 
prodnetion. It might also be inferred, tliat although the power of this 
vegetable may be inconsiderable over trees when living, or over their timber 
while exposed to the air, yet when placed in confined situations, before 
thoroughly seasoned, it will then begin its growth and ravages. 

From these imperfect and limited observations, it may perhaps be 
thought not impossible for the united research of the correspondents and 
readers of ilu Naval Chronicle, to make mure importalit discoveries of the 
production and nature of this destroying vegetable ; and whether all kinds 
of timber be alike conduckic to its growth and ravages ; wKother every iree^ 
he impregnated with the power of generating, when placed in situations 
favourable for the same, before the moisture be thoroughly evaporated : 
or, whether it be limited to those which may have certain appearances 
before ciit down, or even when in logs^r planks. 

After trees have been cut down, aiid\vhen Ijing in this state, or after 
being squared, or sawn into planks,, any appearance of fungus should be 
discovered on the surface, this may be, perhaps, an infallible token of ili^ 
prefacace. At any rate, the suspicious ajipcarauce demuuds a waichfu^ 
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eare that none of this timber be used, until properly seasoned, is any cod« 
fined situation, where any part of it would he hidden from daily irispeo 
tion Another suspicious appearance of its existence in trees, or logs, or 
timber in any form, is, when a rusty substance is formed on the surface. 
This may not he infallible; but it is a presumptive evidence of the proba-' 
bility of the germ of the vegetable fungus being prebent. Therefore, no 
kind of timber exhibiting any of tlie appearances mentioned, ouglic 
to be used in sbip-buiiding, until it be certain that all the moisture is 
evaporated ; and every vegetable germ it may ha^c nourished, ^y this pre* 
ventivc, completely destroyed. 

The immense sums the dry-rot has cost the*country since the year 17P2, 
might warrant an opinion, that neitltcr in the King’s yards, nor in those of 
merchants, where ships of war have behn built, has proper attention been 
paid to the quality and state of the timber used. If any should assert to 
the contrary, let tliom also, for our conviction, produce., with substantial 
evidence, another cause, which has produced the fearful ravages made by 
rhe diy rot in the navy during the last twenty yearst 

K/^rum. 


On our Naval Force, 

MRi EDITOR, Hitchin, Ilerfs, Fahrmry Z!>th, 1818. 

T he numerous cases so vehemently argued in our different courts of 
equity or law, must pretty well have convinced us all tiiat to every 
question there are two sides, and that with whatever ingenuity the counsel 
on one side may advocate bis cause, his opponent is sure to find some 
assailable point on which to exercise his powers of debate : however fiatter- 
ing it might be to prove the truth of this ob'^ervation by a reply to your 
Correspondent An/m, I purposely abstain, that I may turn my attention to 
a subject much more fit for the pages of the N. C. and much more interest- 
ing to its readers, as well as the public at large. 

So very important indeed is the subject, that notwdthstaniUng it has been 
ably handled by your Correspondents Jiohur, Iron Gun, Albion, and a 
Half-pay Officer, I shall not liesitate giving to yOii a few ideas that occurred 
CO me on looking over the Navy List for January, 1818 ; a reference to it 
will give the following as the ships at present on the stocks 

5 three-deckers. 4 of CO guns. 

7 of 84 guns. I of 50 

7 of 74 34 of 4C 

• Comparing this with the list for March, it will be seen we have increased 
the number of ships laid down by & sail of the line, and 22 frigates : as far 
as numbers go, this is pretty well^ and docs not afford much ground fur 
complaint ; but I cannot help again asking those who have the management 
of tlicsc concerns, or any other persons who are competent to answer me, 
why we are not to occommodatif ourselves Co the alterations chat have 
lately taken plkcc, in the equipment gpd furniture of ships of war f of in 
oUitu words, why are we, who pride ourselves upon the perf^ion df 
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Ravy, to continue buil<lii)g twri-decked ships, to mount only 74 and 6) 
f^uns, when other powers are shewing; us that it is possible to have two- 
decked ships equal to our three-deckers ? Is it written that wo are to 
S^innin stationary, that we arc to adiftit of no improvements whatever ; 
that we are to make no attempts at gaining fresh laurels, hut to subsist for 
cbe future upon the renown formerly acquired ? Can we suppose that our 
enemies will make no attempts to earn their portion, but quietly siibniit, 
terrified at our former name ? If we suppose so, we shall certainly become 
the dupes of our own vanity. Military glory is perhaps more dithcult to 
retain tlnui to acquire : tliere is not much dilTiculty in forming the mass of 
rude iron into the most polished stepl; but it is no easy task, when so 
formed, to keep it free from spot, or stain ; and wlicn once it is so tar- 
nished, it is too apt to lose its brilliancy fur ever. The fall of liie French 
nation, from the pinnacle on which she stood, ought to be a warning les- 
son to us in this respect ; instead of slackening our efforts, we ought the 
rather to redouble them, as it is evident there is a spirit walking ahroad 
adverse to us and to our interests^ which is blazoned forth wiilmut any 
thing like an effort to conceal it. 

Proceeding downwards with our ships, we find the case still worse with 
the frigates than the linc-of-hal^e ships, ns out of on the storks, there 
is not one heavy vessel among them ; they are all to mount <16 guns ; with- 
out wishing to see tliein from first to last like the Aincricn!! ix^n-dj^scriprs, 
surely half of them might have been laid down on a parallel with tin 
Acasta, Forth, Glasgow, Liffey, and Eiidymion, &c. The Admiralty may 
certainly have reasons, with which I, in common with others, am unac- 
quainted, why out of .*j4 frigates there should not be one heavy ship; but 
it would be satisfactory to the public, and would increase our confidence in 
them, were it explained to us why the same rule which seems to be laid 
down for our line-of- battle ships, would not equally apply to the frigates; 
for instance, out of 19 sail of the line, 5 are three dockers ; and then comes 
7 of 84 guns, and 7 of 74: what objection can there be to the same 
arrangement of the frigates; why not have had twenty of them of the 
usual size, and the other fourteen spanking ships of 1300 tuns, to mouut 
30 guns, 24-pnunders on the main-deck. 

To what, Mr. Editor, are we to attribute this perseverance in a plan, 
the incfficBcy of which has been so decidedly proved ? it cannot be from 
design, but neglect; and those in power want rousing. If 1 am wide of 
the mark in this assertion, Imw are we to account for the phenomenon of 
a nation acting with so much apathy in a matter of such vltsh importance, 
1 am not so wedded to my opinion, but that l^can listen jpatiently to any 
observations tending to prove that frigates of the old standard are of sutE- 
cieiU v^cight ; but in the absence of the necessary information, we can only 
judge from past circumstances, and th^^e circumstances 1 feel warranted 
in saying, lead to the conclusion, that our navy never can be considered 
:i^ approaching the desired state of pe^ectlon, until one-third of the ships 
of ead) respective class shall be of the largest *3126, and canry the heaviest 
metal, 

i ita\e been led to enter upon this ^object again, under tlie impression^ 
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that now is the time to revise and altrr such maftcrs, when wc are at pence 
with all the world : it is in vain todl^clls» iht *«e qiieMionfi, when a war Mid- 
deiily breaks out ; it is (lien too late, and lom; l>et'orp liir new laid {dans 
can be put in execution, the eneinyVdi hat'e those tidvanta^es, th^ 

preveiiiioii of wiiicli outtitC to he now our peculiar care. 

It is a melancholy redaction, but no less a true one, that if we aiiaivse* 
the word Peace, we shall find it mean little more tlian a hreaiiini^ lime, 
or a state of preparation for future wars; an examinntioiijtito will 

hear me out in thi» idea — it seems to have been the state of thinp fnui) rhe 
earliest ages : if, therefore, to the experience of the past, we add the 
symptoms of the present d.iys, the warlike spirit of the times, the great 
force kept up hy most nations, and th«j*htif)ed hut not conquered pride of 
others, we may presume i!»ut there is a considcnble chance of our being 
again plunged in war no very distant period. Under nil these circum- 
stances, it surely behoves us to be upon the alert, and make the best use 
of the means in our possessiim towards the procuring an cfiective and com- 
mandlni; navy : *«boidd we unfortunately he surprised without having 
attained tiie de'^irtd end, what excuse arc we to {)lcad ? We arc not yet 
wanting in the main sinew of all warlike o|>eration«, money, but that a 
very liberal allowance may be nflbided to the department in qucsthjn * and 
we possess in a superior degree to any otlier nation, the power of ‘lurning 
out in a very few years, aimost any number of capital ships; the manning 
them is another considciarion : hut we may apjdy the same arguments to 
this part of the question, that have been made use of in attempting to pie- 
vail on those in power to give us stout sliifis; viz, the absfdute necessity of 
the case, and the tine opportunity which presents itself of universal peace : 
unfortunately this is a part of the subject which does not seem to take wititf 
the public. I know not why, nor can 1 assign any reason for such a pal{»a- 
ble dereliction of what appears to me to call so loudly for the serious con- 
sideration of all those who feel any solicitude as to the future honour and 
prosperity of their country. Wr. Urquhart has. however, broke llieicc; 
and I trust he will cunlinuc his exertions, without being discouraged at the 
seeiniiig neglect of the public to Ins first elforts. 1 ennnot help thinking 
that now be has given to the world a specific plan, its discussion will gradu- 
ally work Its w'ay to those in power ; and that, ere long, we shall sec it 
receiving that ^hare of aiteiilion fiom the legislature, which is so indis- 
putably due to Its peculiar importance. Already is it Legiuning to occupy 
the thoughts of some of your readers, wbicli may he seen by lookipg into the 
last two or ibree numbers of the N. C. the CoiTcspoiidencc of which will 
uDiply repay the ^rouble ; aud 1 (rust that those^w lio contributed what 1 
idlude to, will continue to enforce qpon the public utieiUioii the absolute 
necessity of increasing the force and weight of the several classes of our 
men of war,* as also of procuring ftr them efficient crews, by some other 


* Would not there be much ^iOiciilty m puinting out one that has moro guns 
afloat now than she had durmg iliu laie war. 
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means than the obnoxious one of impressment. Hint this roajf he accotn* 
plisbed, is the first wish, Mr. Editor, of jour humble serfunt, 

P. $• T think the public would feel obliged if your Correspondentt Iron 
Gun, would give them the tonnage and dimensions both of the hull and 
spars of the Franklin. 

V • 
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0/dercd, by The House of Commons, ESd/uae, 1817. 
i (Concluded from page 148.) 

III.— EXTRAORDINARY ESTIMATE. 

O N a general view of the Extraordinary Estimate, which includes the 
buildings and large repairs of the fleet, and the creation, extension, 
or improvement of the naval arsenals, it is evident that at each return of 
peace the relative amount of this head of service will mainly depend on the 
duration and extent of the previous hostilities, and of the state in which the 
ships and arsenals may be found at their conclusion. Generally speaking, 
it can hardly he expected that the expense of the Hrst years of peace sliould, 
in these particulars, be less than the years of war ; but as the prices of 
materials and workmanship may be expected to diminish, and as the 
Strength of the dock -yards will be, during peace, principally directed to 
the renovation of the fleet, without being diverted by current exigencies, it 
is to be hoped that the expense of the Extraordinary Estimate will gradu- 
dually diminish. ^ 

It is to be observed, in considering this part of the subject, that the 
naval service differs from the other branches 'of public expenditure in this 
considerable particular that the nav/ii strength of the country cmisisis in 
articles of a perishable nature, and the chief cost is incurred in repairing 
the natural injuries of time, which iholjgh not so rapid ns when assisted by 
the wear and tear incident to a state of active hostilities, are yet so great, 
as, in the opinion of well* informed pt\sons, to render it necessary, on an 
average of peace and war, to calculate on having to replace a ship in about 
twelve years. 
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Oftlie decfiy of ships, the olisfrvafions which your Committee are about 
to submit will furnish a striking illustratiun. 

BUILDINGS AND HEPAIRS OF SHIPS. 

• 

Your Committee understand that considerable exertions are now making; 
for a cornph le renovation of the fleet, by the construction of new ships, 
and by thoroughly repairing all such as are judged to he in a state suffi- 
ciently good to warrant so great an expense ; and they think tbiffThere is 
no object upon which the House will be less disposed to call for a parsimo- 
nious expenditure than on this. • 

Intimately connected with the systetfl of providing an adequate establish- 
ment of sound and effective ships, and with a tnie regard to public economy, 
is the plan recently pursued of breaking up or otherwise disposing of such 
vessels as are no longer*wortby of retaining a place in the royal navy. 

Your Committee, however, could not help being struck with the great 
number of sliips thus disp«iscd of since the conclusion <»r the war, amounting 
ill (he classes from large frigates upwards, to I6P, a force probably nuineri- 
callv equal to the navies of the rest of the woild. But they have learnt 
that the neccbsiry of thus disposing of so many ships, has arisen even oyt of 
the successes of the late war, nnd the unexmnpled exertions of this cpuntry 
duiing its continuance. Large fleets were kept at sea, forming blockades 
of the enemyN coasts in ditl'erent quarters for entire years, and without 
regard to the most inclement seasons, occasioning therefore a necessity of 
repair which occupied our docks and our artiflcers in current works, and 
prevented the repair of ships in ordinary. 

It followed that this country being obliged to maintain a force equal to 
the exigencies of a warfare so extensive and so protracted, was driven by the 
pressure of circumstances to build new ships with all possible celerity, not 
only in (he royal arsenals, hut also by contract in the merchants’ yards. 
Both these classes, from the inferiority of the timber which the great 
demand broiiglit into use, nnd perhaps from too much haste in the work* 
maiibhip, have be en found, as might have been expected, le*>t durable than 
ships built under more favourable circumstances. I'he succession of naval 
victories, which added lar.ely to the iiiiincncal ainniiiu of our fleet, rather 
increased than diminished the emharras<^ment; because as the number of 
our ducks did noc enable us to bring (be captured ships forward fnr sea» 
they in a great measure only encumUred ihe ordinary, and incurred a cui)- 
siderahlg expense in minor repairs. Under these circumstance$r the sur- 
prise of your Committee lias lieeii diminished at (be number of ships hro- 
keii up, and they eaniuit but coiiMdfr it ns g(>od Economy, to relieve (be 
jcouiitry frran the immense expense v^hicb ihe keeping in oidinarv ships not 
ultiiiiuteJy deservine a cumpleie riiiinir must involve, ami to reserve only 
those, of (he effective repair of which reasonable hopes might be eiiitr- 
taii.cd. 

This leads your Committee in observe upon the expediency and ultimate 
economy of the system under whnh (he naval administration has acted for 
•uiue years past, ia constructing ad({itional docks iu the several yards^ 
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which, though occasioning a considerable expense in the first instance* 
will soon rffiav it hy the saving in the materials, viorkmanship, mid dura* 
liility of ships, which they furnish the opportunity of nffording. Your 
Comntittfe have been informed, that the rxpei imenr of building ships under 
cover, hy which if is siippi><«ed coiisidcraiiJc dnrahility will he aitaihed, lias 
liten in the last two years carried into practice ; the expense of covering 
the dorks Riid slips is very trifling, in eoinpariMin with the advantages, 
which, .foil ail prii‘fiple, and on the practice as far as it has gone), your 
Coiiiinirtee are inclined to concur with the naval opinions in expecting from 
thi» iiicaHire. 

Your roinmitree have also understood with satisfaction, that a plan has 
lately hern proposed, and is now^ under iiinl, for drawing up frigatgs and 
even line-oMiairIf ships upon slips, where they may he repaired, if found 
worth the expense, or taken to pieces without occupying the nioie valuable 
spare of a dork. If this plan should siicrred, it is lo he hoped, that with 
i!ie nuinher of dt>cks now Iniilr or building, and the laciliiics afforded hy 
those slips, ships niiiy he repaired it) a muen greater exieot ili-oi has here- 
tofoie been lonnd pratiirahle. It is worthy of ohseiviiiion on this part of 
the snhjc-ct, that at ilie close of the Amencan vvar there were no fewer, as 
your^Coirnnittre uiidcToiaiid, tlnm thirty sail of the line hiiilding in the 
nirrehanls* >ards ; and that diuing the gieaicr part of the last vvar, the 
public service was f educed to the same expeiiMve resource. It is highly 
satisfactory to ohsl rve, that in the last years of the late war the extension 
•f the means of the yards had lelieved us from this necessity ; ainl 

your Coinmit'eo confidently trust, that the country is nor liktly, by any 
circumsiancts wliicli cun now be contCin|)itiud, to be again reduced lu it. 

WORKS IN THE YARDS. 

Intimately connected with this important subject, is the second head of 
works III the yard-, upon which your C'^onmitue will have some ohserva- 
tior.sto make, which would want their full force, unless coiisidei cd in con* 
nertion wnii ilic circuni'«laiicrs just stuted. 

The most consulerahle of tliese w'oiks, is fTie extension of She crncss yard. 
This wiok was nor, your Comiinttee undeistand, undertaken merely on tha 
priixiples winch they have lately referred to ; but bei ause the buildings and 
docks which weie ol very inferior materials, inconvenient diinensions, and 
great aiitiquiiy, had fallen into a slate of external decay, and lequiied to 
be aim >st totally recoiistnicied. It is probable that these repairs would 
liave been miiehsrmner commenced; but that us long as thcMeterminaiion 
with respect to the immense plan of an arsenal at Nt)i tliflcct, remained in 
suspense, it could not be decided on what scale the iinprovenient ol Sheer- 
ness ought to be undci taken. 

, The projfr t of Noi thfleet being, if ix-^t abandoned, at least indefinitely 
suspended, the rapidly increasing decay of .'Shecniess, the vast extent of 
works wincli were making by the einyny in the Scheldt, and the gradual 
shoaling of water opposite the dock-yards vat Chathmii, VVoolwieh, and 
Deptford, which rendered those yards unsafe places of refit fur large vest* 
lels, intposed upon tlie naval admiuislration the necessity of coming to a 
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determination with regard to ^heerne>is ; and the Committee kielieve, that 
the House will concur with them, that under all the circumstances of the 
cn«te, it was good policy and true economy to construct that important 
arsenal on a large and svsremaric t^rangcMiieiit, ot* durable materials, capa- 
ble ofansivering the prnhahle wants of the rouiitrv in that quarter,— -afford- 
ing a safe anchorage for a l.irue portion of the ordiiiaiy in time of peace, 
and ill time of warn convenient port of outlit and relit, fur the squaOront 
which may be einplo\ed in ihe North Sea ; and which, if this ij^gM#ui‘e hud 
not been adopted, must ha\e trusted for their principal resources, as to 
docking and refining, to tlie wi-stt-ni ya^d^ oi Portsmouth and Plymouth. 

Your Committee arc fnrtliri ronvnieed of the expediency of this detei^ 
mination, hy ohservint;, ilmt m the rej^oris of ihe Board of Revision, in 
which a dock-yaid at Norihliiet was reio ninended, on so extensive a 
scale, the repair of Shcerness, -.uni placing it on a respectable footing, were 
also deemed indispciihaiilv ncressirv. 

Another item of thi^ hcau of •’stlmute is the dock-yard at Pater. It 
may beiiec(ssar\ io‘>la»t, t'lat lUMrly sixiy \f‘ars ha\e elapsed since the 
desiuii of forming a iiaial es'ahli^hnicnt in Milt'ord Haven, and that about 
twenty years avo, this plan of a ihuk^Yard was rairied into effect on a 
limited scale, on some ground near the t^wn of ljubberston, reyleif^nder 
lease from an indii idiial. At the recent expiration of that lease; the de- 
miv^ids^if ilie proprietor for a renewal were tliouglit exorbitant, and as his 
ground was found to he confined, and otherwise inconvenient, and as the 
Crown was posse ssed of a situation at a short di^'tance on the other side of 
the haven, which (tffered every ndvantage for the formation of a yard, it was 
thouirhi proper on every account to remove the estaldishmeni to the latter, 
parii^'idurly art no expen^^c for permanent buildings had been incurred on 
the old site. The f.icibties of this new si>uauon, enable some extension to 
be given to the estahiisiiim^iit ; and the grounds ufHiii whicli the original 
design was formed, and is now continued, have been slated to your Com- 
mittee to he as ^^^llov^s : — 

1st. To h.ne a huildmg-ynrd, ••here neither in war nor in peace there 
will he any risk, as must always happen in war at the other yards, of the 
building of new ships nr lepuiriiig of old being disturhid or broken in upon, 
by leiitting ships in c oin>nis>ioii, and ihirchy compelling the public, even 
ill a war of slioii duintion, to resort to the contractors tor the supply of 
new ships, with all ihe evils and eiioniious expense resulting Irom such a 
system. 

2dly. TlTe space required for an equal quantity of additional work could 
not be obtniiK d^at any of^tlu* old yuids, without an expense cnonnously 
greater than is incurred at Pater ; and besides,* it is not considered good 
policy to concentrate too much in one plaie, public resources oi so 
hazardous a nature as an aisciiaiR'onianis. 

3dly. The saving of 20*. per cent, in ilie price of labour, the difference 
at Pater yard and the oihei rovnl yards bting to that extent. Some 
advantage may also accrue tfo the country from spreading its establishments 
into remote parts, and by iiiiruducing new' sources of iuduitry wbete 
they are most required. , 
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Your Committee understand, however, that the estimate for PktOr yardi^ 
■S'Origtnalljf submitted to Parliament, is under revision ; and that there ia 
little doubt that a very large reduction ^maj with propriety be made. Your 
Committee have in consequence been assured, that the intended works will 
be materially curtailed. 

The last item of public works on which your Committee have to observe, 
is one to which they, in common with tlie country, look with great interest, 
flameiy,^i^? Breakwater in Plymouth Sound :-*tlie utility of this great 
national work is so very apparent, and the preparations for carrying it to a 
state of perfection are so amply provided, tliat your Committee liaie seen 
with regret any reduction made in the scale on which it was cimmienced; 
indeed, they would not hesitate to recommend a recurrence to the vote 
proposed in former years, if they had not been informed, that from th# 
present stare of the work, a less sum will he found adequate to an active 
prosecution of the design ; and that by retrenchments in some particulars, 
and the postponement of others to a time of less perijniHry pressure, the, 
more solid and important part of the work may be continued with little 
diminuliun as to its progress. 

Your Committee cannot conclude this part of their report, without 
obscrvillg on a system introduced i,ito the yards, of limiting the expenditure 
incurred for wages to the artificers, by reducing the hours of tlieir work, 
whilst the rates for each description of work are preset ved at iieaJy ihc 
war prices. 

They have reason to fear that a similar practice is too general in private 
concerns throughout the kiiigd<im :~as a teiiiporury expedient and under 
extraordinary circumstances, it may be necessiry; but although there are 
many reasons peculiar to the work of the dock-yards, ^ome ot them of a 
nature which it iniglit he inexpedient perhaps to adiert to in this Kepitrt, 
and which operate in favour of this practice; still the principle of such an 
arrangement is so objectionable, that your Committee would see with 
regret in other cases where the same reasons do not apply, that if received 
any permanent eiicuuragemt iit by thc^ example ot' a great public establisli* 
ment, or that an attempt was made to rei:ulatc the price of labour in any 
other way than by the demand and the supply, to present ns foliowing (lit 
various ductuatioiis of agriculture, manufacture, and ooininerce. 

IV.— TRANSPORT ESTIMATE. 

The Transpo’ t Office, and that for Sick and Hurt, which had been united 
with It, have been most pryperly dispensed with. on a reiurn of peace, and* 
the duties are transferred to the Nn^y an/l V'iituallr g Offices re^peciiiely. 
On the particular articles of either of those si rvires, it is impossihlet^ io nive 
a detailed opinion. The expense of the Yiausporr Sert ire is considerably 
reduced, as might be expected since the peace ; but ii must still continue 
to a conitiderable extent, in conseqneiice of the perpetual changes of 
troops by means of reliefs in our forngn pn»>se>sions and of the nece-^sitry 
supplies of stores. The whole expense was in the year 1 B 16 , 
in the preient year the estimate is 182 , 1 ^ 0 ^ 
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Tour Committee cnn only recommend a strict attention to economy ; and 
as a brancli of it, the practice of advertisiuK for contracts in all cases where 
strong reasons do not exist against it ; and to effect the reliefs, as well as 
the conveyance of stores by privatePships engaged in the ordinary trade8<»f 
the different countries, so as to effect to the greatest practicable reduction 
of regular transports, supported exclusively at the public expense. 

In the Sick and Hurt department, the establishments of the Royal Hos- 
pitals appear to your Committee to be very expensive. Tiiey s^Rltd have 
thought, that liowever necessary a military superintendence and a full 
eslahlishoient of medical officers might be in war, a reduction to a more 
considerable extent than has taken plpce might be made during peace ; and 
your Committee recommend a careful rgiision of this part of the estimate. 
They are aware that the difference between the half-pay and the salaries of 
the several officers ma^ not be very considerable, but in principle even the 
smallest saving is desirable, and in practice they are satisfied that these 
establishments occasion u greater expense than the mere difference between 
the half and full-pay. 

It has been stated to your Committee, that the nnmher of patients were 
on the last days of May of the present year, in llaslur Hospital JOP, at 
Plyiiiouih 56, and at Chatham 52. In I&IS, the average number were^ at 
Haslar 3U3, at Plymouth 301, and at Chatham lOf. 

Uiou^ommittee subjoin in the Appendix, accounts o[ the total expenses 
•f linslar and Plymouth Hospital, fur the present year, and for the 
year 1793. 

PRISONERS OF WAR. 

This last article, consisting entirely of outstanding claims, with allovr- 
aares and superannuations to a moderate amount, dues not require any 
ebieivatiou from your Cuniiiiittee. 


Your Committe having thus gone through the various heads of Naval 
Estimate, in as much detail as their time permitted ; and having stated 
generally the view which the iufurmntioii they received has rnnbled tfiein to 
take of this important branch of the public service, feel it right to conclude 
witii repeating the opinion they liavc stated in former Reports, and inti- 
mated in another part of this, that no considerable expenditure of public 
money on new works, and that no grants whatsoever, of the nai&re of pen- 
sions and superannuations, should be made without the concurrence of the 
Lurds Commissioners of the Treasury. • 

As your Committee are convinced that general propositions of this nature 
are seldom attended with good effeqf, unless some previous consideration has 
been had of the manner in which they are to operate in practi^, your Com- 
mittee have felt it their duty to consider how this principle would operate 
in the department of the Coiiqnissiiyiers of the Admiralty. 

Your Committee find, as lias b»n already intimated, that the power of 
the Lord High Admiral, or of^^^Ae^'ommissioners executing that high office, 
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Ins neviPi in the most minute cireurn^tmice, been considered IR eitettd to 
the ytyp y of creatinK estahlishmeiits, ftsing salaries, or t«Fanttili(>|ien$imi9i 
eimpt in former limes (a practice w^bh has long censed) f<i obaV|hig cer* 
aii ^sions on the Droits of the Adiiflralty, ft is .true tfiiat tin 
Gounril genendljr refers all propositions which are made cp bihnroii Roy o( 
the foregoiiig subjects, to the Lords Coiiimtssioners of the Admiralt/f end 
witfttbef upon such references, or upon original representation from 

bi Council has generally been determined by ihlBr 
adviee hut in cases which are out of the common course, it has been cusi» 
tomary to refer the consideration of propositions made by the Coipndssion* 
ere of the Admiralty to a €ommittee.«f the Privy Council, whose report, 
SIS well as the original representas'on, being taken into consideration, tlid 
6oal determination has been made by his Majesty in Council. 

In cases, therefore, in which neither the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, nor the Lirds Commissioners of the Treasury, have any direct 
authority, it may he ohjectionnhie that a decision should he made on a 
mutual commiHiication ; but your Cominitttce nevertheless think, that in 
practice, an equally beneficial result may be obtained, without interfering 
either with official forms, or the dignity which belongs to his Majesty pre* 
siding in 'Ills Council. They iwe in funned, that impoint of practice, no 
measure that involves an expenditure of public money, is taken by the 
Board of Adiuiraltv, without previous communication between thtj ^iret 
Lord of the Admiralty, and the First Lord of the Treasury, and the 
Chancellor of ihe Exchequer ; and your Committee can easily conceive, 
tliat cases will sometimes occur, in which such confidential and unreserved 
communications are likely to he more effectual towards their object, than 
any ofheial correspondence between the two Boards could be, even sup- 
posbig that such correspondence could properly take place ; but feeling, ne 
your Committee^ do strongly, the necessity of bringing all financial subjects 
officially within the view of the Treasury, they suggest, whether, in addi- 
tion to .the confidential iutercourse betore mentioned, it might not be 
advisable that it should he made a rule of the Council Office, that every 
proposition involving an increase of public expense, should, according to 
the nature of the case, either be subiniiud to a C<»mmitice of Council, 
consisting of such members as may he connected with the Treasury Depart- 
aDent,«*or he made by the Council Office the sulject of a direct Reference 
to,. and report from the Treasury, to that Office, bifor^ it is printed to 
hisMajest 5 * for his final approbation. By this arrangemf nt^^ 
combine the forms< which have from the earliest times p^fVaited in the 
pi'OctW'^durOovernnii?nt, with, that esseiinal comrolV^wsh your f'*®*** 
judge it necessary to place in <lie financial "imuisters alone, they 
hope tfUt the results which they hav^ so often recommended may ho 
attained. . 

ftZdJme, 1817 . 
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^ the i^oldfioait tf Africa. 

_ tli6 lafe ' utt<brtiii!&t« 'Mr. Meredith'j Account of ihe GaM 

AiVicn/' are diadtled <o gire the rollowing illustm&i'^)^ 
• '"tllilii|^»i!lied ^Ate, it *» our intention to add so^e pflrtieMbra of 

of diHt'gdotleihan^ extracted from the Report of the Select 
on Papers relating to the Afticnn Forts. 

After giving a description of the Castle of St. George Del Mina» or as it 
GMteonly called, Klmiua, which is Aie head-quarters of the Dutch set- 
Mr. Meredith proceeds to' Chjge Coast, which he thus 


eight or nine miles east from Elmiiia, we coide to Cape Coi^st 
« /.0ji|ptte, the head quarters of the British forts and settlements on ttie Ooief- 
^^Bpipt and Whidali. It was built by the Portuguese, and, with Elminn^ 
thp Dutch ; from wlmm it was, takeOf in 1605 ; sinco %L[c\i 
WjO have retnainetl in quiet possession of it. The -Portuguese 
fj^fjil.this place Cabo Coi so, and in course of time, to render it more 
an English car, it was translated to jhe straflge name of Ca|>e 
^ In its primitive state, this casile was an insigniBcant place in point 
but tile Royal African Company enlatged and strengthened it 
'H^siderably ; and some additions liuye since^^een made to it: and 
V,A|^bfMigh some errors may be seen in 'these additions and improvements, it 
; hik jnotwith»(|iniding, a I’espectablo fori less, and, with au adequate garri- 
! is capawn nf hating otf a considerable force by sea. 

The C^tW it teiilt upon a rock, which forms an admirable breast- 
tovvaitdi the south and n est, and mounts about ninety pieces of can- 
ftotjp t^ee, to thirty-six pounders, jwitfl mortars and howitzers. It is 
this n|^R$etous« artillery alone iliat nijskes .4^.ilt|llnee of streiigth on the 
. ^ f^sidej' l^ige ships cannot approHch^5udftctei||i^*i>ear to it, to effect mudi 
they should venture in shallow, irater, the loss of a cable or a 
, mst nf^h^jipause inevitable dcslmctioii.,,, . 

\ AithjO%l|)this Castle presents ^a foilinididile appearance towards cite 
^ jMp, it is^lFtceinely vuiuerable on the Iaiid-side» It is commanded by high 
>^:^»ds,|! whiph /renders it almost defenceless. Formerly, a tower was 
lidgl^9, within the range o/ point-blank shot from 
-< 9 iHS called Phipps's Tqwer, and resembled our modern Mar- 
Af^d had two siiitdl CHOpons on its summit. It was encVclcd 
which was pallisado9d« Inside of the tower were circuhir 
li^s thgt the summit, from which the prospect was cxierisivo and 
Thia fortification was too insignificant to add much to the 
, i^kgthW the Castle, and w&s in ^^nsequence neglected, and pcrmittcu 

j^ab.i€Jir^iv Voi. X^XIX. * « « a 
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Tlie town of Cape Coast is situated immediately in ilie rear of 
castle, and extends on each wing of it. Some of the houses overlook the 
walls ; an inconvenience that was not well understood until the year 
vNien the townspeople thought propeP to behave ill ; which produced u 
rupture with the castle, the garrison of which was much annoyed with mus- 
ketry from the tops of those houses. The town is irregular, and kept in a 
very dirty condition ; the houses aie built of clay, and mostly square. I'he 
popuhition may be estimated at eight thousand, including all* classes : but 
in cases of einergeucy, nbrmt six thousand men eoulu be assembled by 
calling in the assistauec of die acyacent villages. Formerly a very brisk trade 
was carried on here ; at present, the traiie, which consists of gold, fluctuates, 
in consequence of the disturbed state of the coiMitpy. 

“ llie country about Capo Coast is called' Felu, and was formerly 
governed by a person who exercised great authority, and uciii under the 
title of Dey. lie behmged more to theordcrof Fetish>iiien, or priests, than* 
iliat of kings ; and the family, or descendants of this race, are still con- 
sidered with respect. The government of the town is under the coiitiol«*f 
the elders and the principal men; hut,in general, the people are obliged tO' 
submit to the Fantee laws, regulations, and customs; and' they maybe 
coI^&i^ered as partaking of the manners and character of that people, among 
wimm will class them. 

The customs of this country are very numerous ; wc haved||lyra(ry 
noticed some of ihfe most particular, which are rigidly adiiered lo.^Thcy 
bury the dead in their houses ; and will not move from the spot, if they 
can possibly help it. If a man die insolvent, the body docs not receive the 
rites of burial until his debts are discharged. Plurality of wives is allowed 
throughout the country ; and a man of easy circunistunces generally has at 
many as he can maintain. 11 is first wife has the sole muiiagement of the 
domestic afiFuirs ulthin doors ; while the husband has little to ationd to, 
ill addition to planting corn, yams, &c. &c. in the season. It woulcf he an 
insult to that delicate pat^ion and reciprocal aflbction known in temperate* 
iind ciiiiized countries, to say tliat any thing like it exists here. The men 
of wealth have a number of wives, because it is customary for a rich man to 
Lave more than oiic; and he adds to his stock, and neglects or admires in 
proportion to his sensual appetite. Wives are regularly contracted for ; 
aud the rnoiher has an uncontrollable right of disposing of her daughter : 
she is therefore generally courted with presents, which seldom fail ot 
inspiring the daughter with a favourable opinion of licr intended husband. 
After a certain sum has been paid, which is regulated by custom, the young 
lady is dressed and decorated, according to It^r rank nivd circumstance^, 
with rich cloths, gold, and valuable bca^is ; and Jed by the female relatives 
to the house oT her husband, where ijie is received by his relations and 
friends with some ceremony : on the ftiliowing day she is visifed by a 
iiumertms body of anxious inquirers. She must coiitinne to wear her rich 
habiliments for a w^eek, and publicly shew herself : by wdiicli cusiotn she i»' 
known to haic a husband. As soon »a w^nnau is disposed of in that 
manner, she becomes the pro/icr/// of hn husband ; he has lull aulhoiii} 
ovci her, and no one can dispute iu • 
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It was a common practice for men who had young and handsome 
wives, and who were rather actuateil by avarice than necessity, to send 
them abroad to entrap the unwary. The incautious and iiiiiocent stranger 
was sold, if he could not pay the accustomed penalty ; and the woman iMtd 
a share of the forfeiture allotted to her. Although the men of consequence 
do not confine their wi\es, they are, notwithstanding, watched with suspi* 
cions vigilance by the first wife; who is sure Co be well rewarded for her 
diligence, if any discovery should be made : sometimes, however, tKS vigi- 
lance of that hidy herself has been suspected, especially if she had not lost 
afl her charms ; in which case, infidelity is tried and proved by a kind of 
ordeal called “ taking of doom.*' • 

This sort of trial, which is connected with much superstition, and 
which is resorted to on many occasions, is conducted as follows : — If the 
person undergo the trsal in a public' manner, he or she must be exposed in 
a state of nudity ; but if doom be administered privately that part of the 
ceremony is generally neglected. After an admonition to confess the 
crime, and a long harangue on the danger of concealing it, a certain 
quantity of the bark of a tree deemed poisonous is given to the person 
accused, who masticates and swallows u ; after which, large draughts of 
water are taken ; ami if the whole be retained in the stomach, it is a sign 
of guilt; if rejected, a confirmation of innocence. After the innocence of 
the lad^^has been proved in this manner, she is at liberty to slicw herself 
abroad, habited in white, and her body chalked, emblematic of her 
.'linocencc.** 

[To be continued.] 
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[if. AN SLATED IIY THE EDITOR.] 

[Continued from page 141'.] 

I WAS now hut a lounger in the -itrccts of Paris. I had nn relations there 
—nor was I in liabjts of asbociaiioii— I visited none but Barras, by 
whom I was always well received. It was there that 1 for the first time saw 
her who had so great an iiinuciice on the subsequent events of my life, and of 
whom I iievet^ thought but with tenderness. 1 was not insensible to female 
attractions, but I liad never been corrupted by them-~I was, in fact, timid 
i.f their presence? Madame de Beauharnois was the first woman by wbom 
my dididcnce was removed; she pabsed many compliments on me as I was 
one day |itiing by her, and especially on my military talents. Intoxicated 
by her eulogiums, I talked to her incessaiitliy, and sought her every where. 

1 was already dying with love for her ; evf ry one perceived it ; but it was 
long ere I had the boldness to declare it to her. 

My sentiments re*^pecting her were sufficiently public, and Barras at 
length, put the question to me ; T could not deny them. Well*' said fic, 
in that case, you must riKr.y l^ladmne de Beauharnois* You have now 
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a respectable commission, anti talents to render it brilliant, but yoti live 
excluded from the world, without fortune, and without relations. You 
should marry, marriage gives a man stability. Madame de Beaiiharnois is 
agreeable, sensihlc woman, but she is a wridow. It is desirable that a 
woman should maiTVy to gain an establishment. You have chaiacter, and 
you have certainly high advancement — Mudainede licauhurnuis is a w'omun 
that pleases ^ou — Shall I undertake the negotiation ?** 

lie of co:ir±>e had my ready nssent^aiid 1 waited with much anxiety for 
the answer. It was favorable, and Madame dc Beuuharnois gave me her 
hand. If in rny life I have had any happy hour», it is to her that I 
ov^e them. 

My figure in the world soon . changed after my marriage. With the 
Directory was established a new order of thing*, in which I held a very 
elevated place. 1 cunid now be rationally nmbitiou* — 1 could now aspire 
to the highest. However, with respect to Ambition, I had still no other 
than to obtain a command in chief ; for a man is nothing if he is not pre- 
ceded by a military reputation. I was con\ inced that I posses-^ed ii, for 
1 felt within me an insiinc'tivc inclination for unr; but I liid not yet coii^ 
bider inyseir possessnl of claims sutHciently well fonnderi to warrant a peti- 
tion of this nattir'c ; It was iicrv;*‘S‘''ry that I blioiild acquire them, and at 
this time it was a thing not vciy ditricult to accomplish. 

The army of Italy was ilicn nothing, for it had no dcbtination. ^ I con- 
ceived the idea of putting it in motion, by attacking Austria with u, in a 
part where she judged herself most secure — that was, m Italy. 

The Diicciory was at peace with IVussia and Spain ; but Austria, sub- 
sidized by England, sircngtlicned her military slate, and faced us on the 
Rhine. The policy therefore was cviilcnt, of making a diversion in Italy 
to threaten Austria, and to give a check to the petty Italian States, whj 
bad leagued against iis; and in fact to give a decided churaclcr to the war, 
which hitherto had none. 

This plan was so simple, and it was so necessary to the e*tiiblisliiriciit of 
the Directory timt somcdiing should be done crtditablc to its political cha- 
ractci, that I lost no time in presenting it, fearful that some one might 
nniicipate rnc in my design. My plan was unaniinously approved of, and 
1 was nominated general- in-ebief of the arimv of Italy. 

I iminediutely set oil’ to take the command. It had received some rein- 
forcements from the army of Spain, and then consisted of fifty thousand 
men, whom 1 found destitute of every thing but good will. I set about 
doing all that could be done for them ; and, in a few days alter my arrUal, 
ordered a general movement of the whole Im^, which extended from Nice 
to Savoy. This was in the beginning of April, 17 ‘JO. 

Wilhiii three days we were masters of all the Austrio-Sardiiiian posts 
which defended the heights of J.i^uiiai' The enemy, suddenly attacked, 
endeavoured to form u gcMieral junction. On llic lOih of April we encoun- 
tered him at Moiitenotie, and beat him. On the 11 (h wc attacked him at 
Millesiiio, and beat him again, separating the Austiiaiis from the Piedmon- 
tese. Tiiesc took a position at Mondovi,^ and at the same lime the Austrians 
Ttetircd to the Po; in order to cover I^uinbiTi dy. 
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1 l>ont tire Pletlinontcsc. In three days 1 took all the poftitioiis of Pied- 
thoiU, and wos within nine Icaj;ue 5 ofTuiiii, when an aid- du-cainp presented 
Jrirnself to ask for peace. 

It was then for lire first lime that liconsldered myself not as an ordinary 
•]reneral,*but as a man dcsiinid to inllucncc the fate of the people — I saw 
iny name in histtrry. 

This peace altered my plan ; which was no Ioniser limited to tl»c carrying 
on war in Italy, but to coorjuer it. 1 saw that by enlar<;ing the groij^d of 
Jlevolution, 1 should ^ive a more solid base to its edifice. It was the best 
means of insurliijit success. 

7'he cuort of Piedmont had tsiven up to us all its strong holds, and with 
them had placed in our hands alt its dominions. NVe wete musters of thd^ 
Alps and Appenines ; wc had secure points of support, and were perfectly 
easy in tlic rncaiis of retreat. 

Under such favorahfe circumstances, I set out to attack the Austrians. 
I passed the Po at Plaisancc aiul the Adda at Lodi. All this was not done 
without diflicalty— but ncaulicu retreated, and I entered Milan. 

The Austrians made iiicrcdiblo exertions to rtcovLT Italy. 1 was obliged 
five tinips to put their armies to the rout, before I could complete the con- 
quest of it. • • 

Being thus mastf r of Italy, it was necessary to establish in it a system ftf 
revolution, for the purpose of annexing that country to France on a basii 
of common interest — in other words, it was necessary abolish there the 
old regime, and to substitute Kquality, which was the main spring of revo- 
iiition. 1 ii.uJ accordingly many ditlicukics to encounter with the clergy, 
nobility, and with all who lived at the cost of both. 1 foresaw all these 
obstacles, but 1 was resolved to conquer them by the authoiity of armies, 
and without revolting the people, 

I had performed great actions, but it was necessary also to a<^suine an 
altitude and a language suitable to them. The Revoliitioii had abolished 
ill dignity among us ; 1 could not give to France a royal graiuleur ; 1 gave 
to her the lustre of victories and the language of a m.aster. 

1 wished to he the Protector of Italy, raihcr than the conqueror, and I 
effected niy wish, in inaiiitainingthc discipline of the army, punishing revolt 
with rigorous severity, and especially, by establishing the Cisalpine Republic. 
Ily this establishment 1 satisfied the maniiVst desires of the Italians — that 
is, by rendering them independent. I held out to them great expectations, 
and depciuled on them alone to sec them rcuhzed, by uniting themselves to 
us. Many other .allies also 1 gave to France. 

This alliance between the two countiics was of long duration, for it was 
bounded on mutual services,* and common iiiicre^s. I'liey have the same 
opinions — the same iiuluccments-^but for me, they would still have pre- 
served their ancient enmity. « 

My mind at rest concerning Italy, 1 ventured to proceed into the heart 
of Austria. I advanced to within sight of Vienna, and signed the treaty of 
Cainpu Formio — a glorious achievement for France. 

The party which I had favored on the 18lh Fructidor, governed the 
Republic. I favored it because it was mine, and because it was the otiK 
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one capable of advancing the Revolution. And the more I leoked into the 
affairs of the state, the more I was convinced that the Revolution must be 
completed, for it was the offspring of the age and its opinions— whatever 
landed to retard its advancement did but delay that which must happeh 
at last. 

We were now at peace with the whole continent— we were at war with 
£ngland alone; but as we were without a held of battle, this war kept us 
ill B ctate of inaction. I was conscious of my means, and they were such 
ns I could easily make known ; hut 1 wanted the opportunity to employ 
them. I knew at the same time that it was necessary to excite attention in 
order to be seen— and to do that extraordinary things must he attempted* 
’^Mankind are always pleased with those who excite their wonder. It was 
in pursuance of this opinion that I conceived the expedition to I^gypt* It 
was attributed to profound combinations with my party, but I bad no other 
motive than an inward and vexing tedium, the result of that leisure in 
which I found myself after the peace which I had concluded. 

This expedition was to give a grand idea of the power of France — to fix 
the public attention upon its chief, and to surprise Europe by its boldness. 
Such motives were more than sufficient fur my undertaking it*-but at this 
time I had neither the ide.*i of .dethroning the Grand Turk, nor of making 
myself a Bashaw. 

I carried on the preparations for our departure with the most profound 
secresy, not only as necessary to its success, but also to make still more 
mysterious the mysterious character of the expedition. 

The fleet sailed. On my way I was obliged to abolish the order of 
Malta, because it was of no use but to the English. I was apprehensive 
some ferment of ancient glory would again excite these knights to resistance, 
and thus retard my progress ; but to my good fortune, they surrendered 
more shamefully than 1 imagined. 

The battle of Aboukir destroyed the fleet— and gave to the English pos- 
session of the sea. Thenceforth 1 was convinced that the expedition must 
terminate disastrously — because an army unrecruited must always soouer or 
later capitulate. 

It was necessary to make the best of my situation, fur 1 bad no means cf 
quitting it. I resolved therefore to put a bold face on the matter, and to 
make my papers do the same. ' 

I had a fine army, and it must be employed. After having completed 
the conquest of Egypt, I wished to employ it in some way, and consigned it 
to the sciences, the finest field which it hud yet explored. 

Our soldiers were surprised to* find themselves within ^he inheritance of 
Sesostris. But they were pleased withal, and it was a thing no less curious 
to see the French in the midst of these ruins, than the manner in which 
they amused themselves with them. 

Having now nothing to do in Egypt, it came into my head to visit Pales- 
tine, and attempt the conquest of it. This expedition had a certain rouiau- 
tic air, and 1 was seduced by it. But nV}t being well informed of tlie obsta- 
cles I should have to encounter, 1 did not lake a sufficient number qF 
troops with me. 
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tlHviiig crossed the desert, T found that some force a had formeii a 
junction Ht St.John d’Acre. It was a force not to be despised, and I 
therefore advanced aiiniust it. The place was defended by a French engi- 
iieer ; t()is I itiimediately knew by its resistance ; it was therefore neccssai^ 
CO raise the siege, and the retreat was painful. We had for the first lime 
to eontend with the elements, but wc nere not conquered. ^ 

On my return to Ejjypt, I received Gazettes by way of Tunis. From 
these I learned the deplorable state of France, the atrocious and corrupt 
state of the Directory, and the success of the Coalition. 1 thought 1 could 
a second time do my country service. I had pow no motive to remain m 
Egypt, for the expedition was at an end, except the signing a capitulation, » 
which sooner or later I knew was inevitable, whatever be the talents of the 
general. 1 therefore departed with no otlier design than again to pinco 
myself at the head of die armies, a id give them victory again. 

On landing at Frejiis, my presence excited the enthusiasm of the people. 
My military glory animated all who were apprehensive of defeat. On my 
way 1 was attended by an infinite concourse of people, and my advance to 
the capital had all the appearance o^ a triumph — I was then conviuced| 
that on my arrival at Paris, I should have France at my own disposal. 

Tiie imbecility of the government had bnmght the nation to the brink of 
ruin — all w'as anarchy. Every one was desirous of saving the country, and 
proposed plans for it. Xjgty came to confide them to me — and I became 
the c‘eiitre of all tlieir conspiracies — hut amidst all these projects, there was 
not a single man capable of executing tbeiii — all consulted me, because a 
sword was necessary— I consulted no one, and \ras therefore master of‘my 
will, to adopt that plan which best suited me. 

Fortune had placed me in the very front of tlie State, and I saw myself 
Lord of the Revolution, ahhough I desired not to be its cHief — that cha* 
racter <lid not suit me : 1 was now cidled to prepaie the future destiny of 
France, and perhaps that of the whole world. 

Blit it was lirst necessary to make war and peace, to tranquillize the 
passions, and to lay the foundation of my authority. It w'as necessary to 
put in motion that weighty rnnenine called goverimient, anrl I well knew 
die force that opposed it. 1 should at that time have preferred an exclusive 
military employment, for 1 was satisfied with the niitliority of Ihad- 
quarlers, and was pleased with the bustle of a field of batiic ; in a word, [ 
was at that time more disposed to restore the military ascendancy of France, 
tliaii togovernjt. 

But in my destiny I could have no choic^ 1 saw clearly that the govrrn- 
meot of the Directory was nt*an end— and that in its place, it was neces- 
sary to establish an authority, that by its respectability might savjL* the 
State— and that in fact there was none that could impose more respect than 
that of military glory, Tlie Directory therefore could not be suhstiiuled 
but by me or anarchy. The public opinion was in unison wiili mine, and 
France made no hesitation in jier choice. 

Ic was.proposed that the Directory should be sulisiitutcd by a Consukiic . 
I was, however, still far from concebinfr the idea of so»cioigu powci. 
Tlie ICepublicHiis proposed two toiftuls; I, i.ot to 
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extricate themselvei from the opprobrium of consenting to their oem 
disgrace. 

Mr. Pitt refused' it ; and thus re<<cued me from the consi^tieiices of the. 
fault I had co omitted, and extended The empire »f resolution tbrouahuujf 
ailEurr»{m. it ivaidd^haveheett e5i45ned m lPrimc»Etom¥^iiti#te^ 
herself. 

[T.. be enntinued.], 
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Chart of the Strait and Bay of Gibrahar* 

G ibraltar was anciently known hy the name of Calpe, and was also 
called one of the Pillars nf Hercules; hy rile Arahtans it is still 
called Gebel Tarek, that is, “ ilie Mount of Taiek, from Tarek the name «f 
the Saracen general who ci*nqiiered Spain in the hegtnning of the eighth 
century. The whole is an iininense rock, rising perpendicularly about 440 
yards, measuring from north to south about two Knglisb miles, Ri>d Cii/in 
east to west one. The town lies along ttie bay on the we^t side of the 
mountain^ on a decline, by which the ruins passing through it, keep it 
dean. The old town was considerably larger than thenep, lAbich consists 
of about 500 h<»uscs. The buildings are of didereiit ina erials ; some uf 
natural stone out of the quarries, some of a factitious, or aititicial stone, 
and a few of brick. The people arc supplied wiih fresh provt'<iou«*, chiefly 
from the coast of Barbaiy, and with fruit, and vegt tablc*« of all siirts from 
thence and from their own gardens. There are, besdes the town, sev ml 
spacious and comiiiodiuus public edifices erected, as barracks fur the 
soldiers, magazines, storehouses, dtc. Besides British subjects the tnha* 
bitants consist of Spaniards, Portuguese, Genoese, and Jews. The town 
may he said to have two ports ; the first lying to the nnrtii, is proper miy 
for small vessels; the other is \ery comraudious for large vessels, and has 
a fine stone quay. 

The Bay is very beautiful, and capacious, being in breadth about 
miles, and in length eight or nine, with-several small rivers running into it. 
Tliere is no ground to lie found in the middle of it at 1(K) fathoms depth, so 
that a squadron may lie there in great safety ; tlie breezes from it are very 
lefreshing ; wMCit contributes likewise to tbe subsistence of the iuhabiuints^ 
hy supplying them with plenty jnf fish. 

Tbe Strait of Gibraltar, through which the ocean passes into the Medi- 
terranean, thereby dividing Europe from Africa, runs fnim w^st to Salt, 
about tS leagues. In this Strait tliA'e are three remarkaMe proinf>n&>eM!t 
or capes on the Spanish side, and as m-my opposite to them on tlie Barhary 
side. The first of these on the side of Spain, is Cape Trafalgar, oppos'rm 
to which IS Cape Spariel; and* in the neighlmurhood of this stood this 
fortressof Tangiei:, once Ju th^ pps^sion of tbe British. Tlie th^ 

Spanish side it Tarifa; mid over agaiosj it lies Malabata^ near (hotoWA^ 

UNih. ^oav Vol. XXXIX. uu 



t34 


UTDA06K17HY* 


Alcassar^ where the Straits arc about five leagues broad. Lastly ; Gibraltar, • 
facing the mountain ^’Abyla, near the fortress and town of Ceuta, whiqb 
make the eastern entry of the Straits. 

t. Gibraltar is a promontory, or rathbr peninsula, of Spain, lying in N. lafi. 
W.loitg.5*S5'.* 


HYDROGRAPHY, PILOTAGE, &c. 


Oa the Variation of the Compost* 

MR. HTDROGRAPHER. County of l^th March, 1818. 

I HAVE not had an opportunity of seeing any of Captain Flinders's 
remarks on the variation of the compass ; and I have only bad a cur* 
sory reading of Mr. Bean's pamphlet on that subject ; but from what he 
says, I am satisfied, that it involves a subject of great importance to navi- 
gation in general, and one that deserves the strictest attention, and 
ininu4est observation, of every individual having opportunities of forming 
ideas on rational and unprejudiced principles. 

That there are many of these just now a-float will not be doubled ; but 
that should not prevent others who may be on shore, and who may have 
had opportunities of making remarks, likely to throw the smallest light ou 
the subject, from coming forward with their mite, as the most distant hint 
to an intelligent mind, having an opportunity of following it up, or im- 
proving on the idea, might lead to results the most satisfactory. 

Impressed with that idea, I have taken up my pen, to offer, through the 
medium of your Chronicle, my congratulation to Captain Flinders, 
on the discovery he has made, of there being a powerful local attraction on 
board each vessel, by which the compass, under particular circumstances, 
is considerably affected.f 

1 would also offer my mite of praise to Mr. Bean, for the great attention 
he has paid to every point he thouglit calculated to afford a rational data 
for discovering the truth ; and at the same time to express my conviction, 
that there is a powerful local attraction on board of every vessel. 

I am led to that conviction, not only from the remarks of the gentlemeii 
above alluded to, but from observations I have heard made by other men 
of experience, and from circumstances that have fallen under my own 
notice, which I could not then account for, on principles at all satisfactory 
to my own mind. ‘ * • 

Among these, I need not mention die inaccuracy of reckonings kept by 
the most careful navigators ; for if a lo^al attraction is admitted, which has 

* Vide also N. C. vol. iv. p. 380 ; xviii. p. 53 ; and fur representation of the 
siege of Gibraltar, see vol. x. p. 371. 

+ When writing this, it escaped my memory that Captain Flinders is dead ; 
bat I let it remain, as a memento of my respect for bis discovery. 
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hitherto beentinknown ; it must be nlbwedi that the most careful were? 
comparativelj speaking, groping in the dark. 

1 shall, however, meOtion a remark that I have often heard made, for 
Vvhich 1 never could find any other i^son assigned, than that eaperieiice 
had proved it to be so; Diz> that a northerly wind is a mpst favourable one 
for a ship to turn against, as she geuerally pomes up on each tack ; and 
that a southerly wind is a most baffling one, as the ship generally falls off 

each tack. That remark I have often seen verified, and have Stood 
with astonishment, when the ship was in stays, observing, as I thought, the 
wind coming round with her ; but which I am now satisfied^ was the effect 
of local attraction. . 

1 shall endeavour to make myself mogc clearly understood on this point ; 
and will take it for granted, from the great quantity of iron used bulb in the 
formation ahd equipment of a ship, especially a man of war, that the com- 
pass, from being placed in general from three*fourths to four-fifths' of the 
length from the boW, its magnetic power must be sensibly affected hy such 
a great proportion of the attractive power being placed either to the right 
or left of it, when the ship’s bead )% to the east or west. 

Impressed with that idea, I shall suppose a case of a ship being liauled 
up to turn against a wind north by compass, found to be steady to its*point ; 
and that the local attraction of that ship is equal to half a point; and (hat 
the ship’s sails are trimmed, to admit of her lying exactly six points from 
the wind. When she is on the larboard tack, were ihfcre no local attrac- 
tion, she would lie up E N.E. ; but there being a local attraction of half a 
point, by that power tlic north point of the compass will be drawn that half 
point towards the fore part of the ship; and her head will, inconsequence, 
be by compass N.E. by E. ( £. and ihc uiiid will be apparently N. { \V. : 
thus it will appear the wind has favoured the ship half a point; but on 
going in stays, by the tune the ship's head comes to tlie wjiui, the equili- 
brium of the attractive power will be ng.iin restored, and the wind will then 
be found to be still due mvih by compass; but on the ship beint' trimmed, 
and brought to the wind on tlic starhuaid tack, the preponderating power 
of attraction being then to the loft of the mugneiic needle, the north point 
will be drawn by that power half a point to the west of its true piQsition; 
hence the ship’s head will he N.VV. by W. J \V, : from which it would 
appear, were the local attraction unknown, that tlie wind (being then 
apparently N. } E. by compass) had favonred the ship a point while in 
stays : and each time she is put about, the same apparent favtMirable effect 
will be observed. , • 

• TItcso arc ciroumstanres I have often atteiulcd^io, and have been mucli 
astonished at the seeming siiift ofjii'ind always occurring when the ship was 
instiys: ond have sometimes been inclined to think, (hat the sfiip was 
lying oidy live and a half puin^ from the wind ; but on con^paling the 
Ilireciioii of tbc dog vane, or the vane at the mast-head, witlrthe cnihpass, 
I could not find that they iudicaU'd liie ship’s head td be less than six points 
ftoui the wind. > * ■ 

I sl^ll iirnv stare the case of a ship tnrnUig uiiainst a wind due south by 
compass, when it will he sLcn, that die local uttiaciiofi has exactly an oppu* 
iitu cflcct as to the progress of the ship. .. . ' * 
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I shall first suj^posf W to ho on tbo srai^Kwrd tuck, when, were tfcewr 
no loral atiriiction. her head should he E.S.E. but the preponderating 
attractive power being then to the right of the magnetic needle (lorvking 
^oin the centre of the compass tovhe nor-h), the north |ioini of the com- 
pass will he drawn hy that power half a point to the east of its true position^ 
which inukes the ship’» head to he hv compass F..S R.iE. : frinn which it 
would appear, that the wind, which was found to he steady, and due 
soinh, had shifted half a point; but on the ship being put in stays, tbe 
equiiihriurii of ti<e nttriKtive power will he restored l»y the time site comes 
head to wind; and the wind, when right a-head, will he found still dpa 
south; hut by the time the ship ts trimmed on the laih*»nrd tack, it will be 
found that she will not lie higher than W.S.W. ^ ^V. : (he preponderating 
attractive power being then to the left of the magnetic needle, the north 
point of the compass will be by it drawn Haifa point to the svestofits true 
position; hence, i he ship lying up only W.S.W.'JNV. the wind (were t|)0 
(ocalailractiun unknown) would appear to have shifted a point while the ship 
was III stays; and the same etiPect would appear every time she is put about ; 
but it being now discovered that there is a local uitractiun, I think it fully 
and satisfactorily accounts for the seeming unsteadiness of the wind under 
the eii'cumstarices above stated ; and the remarks that have been made of 
the wind's unstt-adiness in such cases, are certuiniy cuiToboratiiig proofs of 
the exiMence of a local attraction. 

I would therefore strongly recommend it to all ypur naval friends who 
qiay lie arfloat, to take every opportunity of the wind being nearly north or 
south, to try the tahdiry of the above remarks; and were iny Lords Com* 
missiooers of the iAdiniralty to ground ail order on thc^e ideas, to all the 
odicers comiiiaiiding v< ssels on the Chapntl and Irish stations, and diicctmg 
a rrport to he made to them of the results iheir observations, some hgbt 
might he thrown on the subject. 

I recollect having seen in the newspapers some years ago, that a vessel 
had been ordered into Stock'* Bay, to ascertain the dilference of the 
Tariation of the compass, us observed when ilie ship's iiead was tp the west, 
and when pn the east ; but f do not repollcct to bave observed any thing 
mentioned of the result, nor do 1 know what means were used at that tipie 
to come at the truth ; therefore, in suggesting what I am about to propose, 
1 do not know that I may not he rccuiunieiiding what has already been put 
in practice; but from an idea that that is not the case, and that the 
variation of the compass occasioned by local attraction has nothing to do 
with.the Polar variation, 1 beg leave to propose, that a true*n>eridioiial line 
shall be drsfwii on a beach in a convenient silinitiou ; and on that line shall 
he pl.ictd two pole« exactly perpendicular, at the distance of a hundred, or 
a hundred and lifiy yiirds from each oilier; an(| that moorings shall, hO laid 
down at a convenient distance frompthe beach, exactly south from tiie 
poles, when a ship takf^ii to these moorings might be steadied hy arichurs, 
or other moorings laid down for the purpose, so as to have these pules 
exactly in one, to a person Bt.inding befoie the binocle, and having a com- 
pass placed on the end of it, exactly over where it usually stainis in the 
kinockij be could take the exact bearing of the poles by oompasS| wluch 
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•hould benottd ; during this process the sliip’s heiut would be fonth. The 
ship sbfKjld (hen be wanted round till her head wes as nearly due east as 
oould Ite giieHsedf and the poles kept in one ro a person standing at the end of 
the biiMicle, when the bearine of the p«des should be again correctly taken by 
eonipastP, and noted; the HilTefence between these two hearings thus taken, 
would shew the eariation oi'CHsioned bv local attraction when the ship's 
head Aas east. The ship should be again warped round, till her head is as 
nearly west ns possilile, still keeping tlie poles in one to a person standing at 
the end of the hiiioclc, when 'he heuiing of the poles by coiopuss must be 
again taken, and noted ; the dideience between which and those taken 
when the ship’s head whs south, will shew tlie local variation when the 
ship’s head is west. If these bearings were taken at a rime wlien there 
was little wind, mid a slack tide, I think they might he done with a great 
degree of accuracy, and would n •! only shew the local variation occasioned 
by the attractive power on board the ship, but would shew tlie Polar varia* 
tion at the place. 

Ill commuiiif ating to you the^e ideas for insertion in your valimhle pub* 
licatioii, I do ii more with a Inpe of drawing the attention of vour *>cientifia 
and iiiteljiceiit readers, to a siiliject of Mich vast importance, than from an 
idea of having thereby thrown noy great degri'e of light on it: bu^ifmy 
mite of exeition shall in the Miiallest degree tend to excite an inquiry, and 
thereby Jead to the discovery of the truth, it will highly gratify 

Your obedient Senginr, 


Gid ^iaqer. 


EXPEDITION TO TUE NORTH POLE. 

MR. UTOROGRAPHER, HulU Fclh 27th 1818. 

W I1H\ tins piihltc attention is so generally dirreced to the expedu 
firm now lining out to explore the Arctic regions, it is to be sup* 
posed that, individuals who take a lively interest in the objects it has in 
view, will estimate, in their own wav, the prohubilitirs, and the obstacles, 
that appear to them to wreigh iur, and against, its success. 

7'he hppeHraiiee of an article in the Qinirterly Review this month, 
on this subject, has led me to consider some of the matters there stated, 
and to enqiifire into the solidity of some of the WTirer*s notions on this 
interesting lopiq. In tlte first place — The disappearance of a whole, 
or a great part of the impenerrahle barrier of tee which had shut up a 
large iporrioii of tlie easteiii coast of Old Greenland, seems to be a lit hen* 
ticaied hv fw^rsons emir led to credit; and it wuji/ bc^ that ciiis ** ncciimulated 
barrier of |ce, probiihly hv its own weight and inagiiKude, and the action 
of the 'urreiit (ogetliei, at leiigtli burst its fetters.*’ Rut at the same time 
it may he ob^en'cd, that, if mis barrier possessed the same strength. and 
compactness as it did during the many hundred years it is said to hui’e 
Itcid Its post in defiance of iCj it would have remaiiifd there still. \Ve 
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must, therefore, look for some other cause to account for a diminution df 
its strength ; and this cause might perhaps be, winters unusually mild, 
without frost sufficient to keep its parts so consolidated as heretofore. 
Recounting thus for a reduction of its strength, the same current it had 
so long resisted might separate it. The removal of this ice being cotem* 
poraneous with the period when the western declination of the magnetie 
needle became stationary,” is certainly a “ remarkable coincidence.’* 

That there may be some connection between this disappearance of large 
masses of ice, and the power of magnetic attraction, is probable enough, 
from this coincidence. Yet all we can gather is, that the power of mag- 
netic attraction increased with an acciimulatioti of ice, and became 
stationary about tlie period of its «‘emoval from particular places. Whether 
there exists any combination of causes— >whether the connection is between 
the ice and the grand focal point of magnetic aitrs'ction, which some phi* 
losophcrs suppose to he situated in the earth, or whether it is between the 
ice, and electricity in the atmosphere, or the Aurora Borealis, or all 
these together, can as yet be only matter of mere conjecture ; as are 
opinions of the cause of the Aurora Borealis itself. 

Beccaria conjectures, that there is a constant circulation of electric 
fluid from North to South, and. that the Aurora Borealis may be this mat- 
ter performing its circulation in such a state of the atmosphere as rendered 
it visible, or approaching nearer than usual to the earth.” Dr. Halley 
imagines, ** thaKhc Aurora Borealis is produced by a kind of subtle mat- 
ter freely pervading the pores of the earth; and which entering near 
• the Southern Pole, passes out again t%iih some force into the iBthcr at the 
same distance from the Northern. 

Franklin supposes, the electric fire discharged into the polar regions 
from vaporised air raised from the ocean between the tropic!», accounts 
fir the Aurora Borealis; and that it appears lirst, where it is first in 
motion; namely, in the most northern part, though the Arc really pro- 
ceeds northward.” Father Boscovich dctcrmiiicd the height of an Aurora 
Borealis, and found it 825 rriiics. Mr. Bergman, from a mean of SO com- 
putations, made the average height of the Aurora Borealis 469 miles; but 
Euler supposes the height to be 7000 miles ; and Marian also, assigns 
to them a very elevated region. Thus discordant and various are tlia 
conjectures of philosophers on this matter. 

At ail events, in whatever way the supposed connection may be between 
the removal of the ice and these phciiouiena, it seems not unfair to infer, 
that the departure of the iinniense mountains nnd fields of'ice, which for 
so many centuries have covired the Arctic Seas, may Jia*’e had some effect 
in stopping the barrier of the westem declination of the Needle.” But 
we may draw the same iiiierence from a similar cause, though 

probably of much fess extent ; and all tie can know, till the whole of the 
Arctic Ilcgions are rvplorcd is, the depuiture of perhaps a very smfill 
portio!! only, of ” these immense mountains and Acids of ice,” which had 
collected in the vicinity of Greenland. VVhat may still remain in the 
Arctic seas we arc yet to learn; nnd concerning which, like every thing 
else where facts and local expcriei^^c are wanting, our opinions can only 
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bt foimed on tome theory built on fixed, and generally received 
principles. 

Tlie fact, however, of the disappearance of some large mountains and 
fields of ice from part of the Arctic rejjiiions being admitted, the writer 
the articte in quebiion then enquires whether any, and what advantages, 
may arise out of un event, which for the first time has occurred, at least 
to so great an extent during the last four hundred years;’’ and among 
the objects most interesting iiiciitioiis these ; 1st. The influence wlficli 
the removal of “ so large a body of ice may have on our climate.” 

On the benefits we should derive from an amelioration of our climate, 
there can be but one opinion. And that our shinincr seasons have been 
colder than usual, in the latter years fur^instance, are from tlie causes be 
assigns, few' will loubt. ilut i!iu erfect produced may nut continue. For 
though the principal cause of the cliillncss of our climate, compared with 
what it appears to have been centuries ago, may be removed for the pre* 
sent, yet the grand primary cause which produced the ice, whose approxU 
ination decerioiuteu our climate, it is to ho ptesumed, will continue to 
operate; and what has happened by\the cstahlishcd general law of Nature 
may happen again, 'fherefore, though it may he ho;cd, it certainly would 
be unreasonalilc to presume^' that merely account of the preseiit^cci- 
dental removal of some portion of ice, ** our summer climate (and winter 
too, when tiic wind blows from the western quarter,) may henccfurtli im- 
prove.*’ I hough, no doubt, it will impr«>vc, ^ the ice dees not again col- 
lect in the places from w hence it has lately been di«^lodged. liut surely we 
have more reason to fear it 7nayy because it has done so before, than to 
presume we shall ** henceforth” have no inuic huge ice-bergs drifting down 
to the southward in the wind*s eye of our island, and that therefore our 
climate may improve. For, whilst the universe continues to be governed 
by the unerring and unulterahie general laws of God, mountains and tieldi of 
ice will doubtless continue to be formed in the Polar regions of the North; 
and whenever tlie winters are successively severe there, they must accu- 
mulate ; and, no doubt, find their way to the southwaid as they have 
done. 

The 2d object is ** the opportunity which the local disappearance of the 
ice affurd^uf inquiring into the late of the long lost colony, on the eastern 
coast of Old Greenland.” It must be aduiilted to be favourable ior tliis 
object, so highly interesting to humanity and science, us well as to curiosity, 
And should the coast of Greenland conliiuic to he free from ice, as it 
is said to have Been last ye.u*, it is probable it may he uitaiiied. • 

The 3d object, vjz. “ ilit facility it oll'ers of correcting the very defective 
geography of the Arctic regions in our western hemisphere. Of atteinpiing 
the circumiiavigatiuii of Gieenland. A direct passage over the Pole. * And 
the more circuitous one along tiK northern coast of America into the 
Pacific.'’ Certainly ** any event that tends lu encourage the attempt to 
amend the very defective geography of the Arctic regions, more especially 
on the side of America, may LA; hailed as an important occurrence.” But 
let us see whether, what may be only a local and very pardul removal of 
ice, collected in tbc vicimty ofGrceuIjind, is likely to facilitate more tlion^ 
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ttn exainmatim of eastern eon^t. nr, at mngt, its dreumnarigatiafi, and, 
perhaps ot’expinrin^ thn conHt of America iioiue rliaiance to the north*aresc 

Cuin^)erlHnd [sland, if not to its liorih-easterii exireniity. It is very 
true, that ** sc’veral circuinsraiices'inuy he adduced in suiiport of the 
opinion, that, Greenland is either an island, or an archipelaji'o of islands;'^ 
and none strnnjrer than, the perpetual current stated to set down ** to the 
southward, along the eastern coast of America, and the western shores of 
Greenland.*’ 

But this current, thoutth affording ** a strong presnniptioir’ that betw'een 
Davis's Strait and the great P<»lar ha*>in there in «wtr communication; yet 
surely it does not authorize us to presinne that there is an uninterrupted 
comoiunication.’* On the contrary, ir seems prohnhie, that there imy be 
islands or shoals between the north-west coast of Greenhind and the iioitli- 
east coast of America, among which smaller musses pf ice, tret s, and whales 
too, as well as the current, may hnd a passage down Davis'*« Straits from the 
Polar basin; hut which may he, and prohahly are, so blocked up generally 
by mountains and large fields of ice, as to present an lmpas^al»ie barrier 
far nhips. 

On account of the current, it is certainly fair to presume, that the 
northern part of navis’* Strait is misnamed ij» the charts as “ u hay;” for if 
it were one, it certainly *• would be very dithciilt to explain, how a current 
that runs to the southwaid perpetually, wiih a vt lociry of four, and some- 
times of milek' mi hour, could originate in tht hottmn of it!” If there 
is an uninterrupted coraiiiiinicatioti, that is, if there is no land, no shoals iu 
the whole space between Greenland and America, it appears very probable 
that greater quantities of ice w(»uid pa** ihronuli that space with a current 
of such velocity; and less find us way round Greenland. But we must 
endeavour, first, to decide in uur own minds, ns ivell as we can, how and 
where, the ice in the Polar regions is formed. In what direction it is pru- 
buhly impelled by the winds and currents, flow these winds probably pre- 
vail in summer, and winter, and how the current prohahly sets iiridemeath, 
as well as at the .surface of the water. For, notwirh^taiiding the writer of 
the article I am examining, apprehends it will be ** found, that the currents 
of the ocean, where no laud intervenes, are entirely superHcii|i|t” And 
though he says, it would be difficult to explain the perpetual egress of a 
current, from the Polar basin into the Atlantic, witlmur admitting a supply 
thiuiigh the only remaining opening (Behring’s Strait,) into that basin, to 
answer the demnnd of the current,** I yet firmly believe, there must he a 
continual under flow of water in the ocean, as well ns siiperliriul currents. 
Otherwise, that ** universal motion of the gfeat deep, ’*v which he, anti all 
must allow, cannot be satisfactorily accounted for. How then, it may he 
asked^ are these lower currents to be accounted for? The question is 
luQch easier to he put than solved to tht; satisfaction of others. But I w'ill 
endeavour to explain the ideas I have on the subject as well as I can ; 
and that, too, with all the diffidence of one who knows that, though con- 
jeciures perhaps, be well founded, their truth depends on experi- 
ment. 

The conjectures I venture to offer, jure founded, however, on the known 
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^hknawlptlj^c^tl properties of heat and cold. ITeat is known to be th^ 
^isneral cause of the expansion of air, and cold the cause of its compressiott'. 
Ueat rare hes, and cold condenses. The intiuence of the sun, in rarefying tlid 
atmosphere t>i the greatest dt'gree, bcs\'-Ten the tropics, together with tlie 
earth's re>taiion on its axis fmin west to east, would f)rodncea constant wind 
from east to west, all round the globe, if kio land ii.^ervencd; because, thft 
joints of greatest rarefaction being successively westward; and those east- 
ward of each other, parting surces^vcly, as the siin sets in their horizons, 
with part of the heat received in his passage over them, the motion of the 
atmosphere nearest the surface of the water, must necessarily be from east 
to west; following the apparent motion of the sin. We find this proved by 
fact, on those portions of the globe where the general law is iiot obstructed 
by causes of an opposite nature, arising from lerrenc iiiflncitce; viz. in the 
great Pacific Ocean, between America and the coast of New llulland, and 
also ill the open sea, betuceii Afiica and AiiiLrica. Tlic central iiicdiunt 
Ijnc of greatest rarefaction, is tlic equator ; hut, according to the sUn*s de- 
clination, Xortli or South, it will he more to the northward or southward. 
The air, thus rarefied in the lower regions of the ntniospiioit; surrounding 
the earth, a.id comprised wiihiii the limits of the snn*» path helwoen the 
tropics, must be rontiiiUally ascending into the higher, and thcncc, ^orih 
of the equator, advancing towards ific North Pole; and South of the iiric^ 
towards the South Pole, till so/iu uhere in its passa^^e, it acquires that degree 
of condensation by cold, which compels it again to rrtprn in the lowef 
strata, to the point of greatest rarcfaciiuii, to undergo the same process. 
This seems to be the grand genera/ law of Nature's operation upon ific at- 
mosphere ; that by ** universal motion, it may be preserved in a state of 
purity.*' Let us now inquire, whether this anine law is not equally appli- 
cable to that universal ni<»tion of the great deep which ninst be equally ne- 
cassary to its purity, and therefore we certainly m.iy presume, does take 
place on some general principle. We indeed already know, that tlic waters 
•f the ocean in the Pacific, and in the Atlantic between the tropics, where 
least obstructed by land, move at and near the surface, in a similar direc- 
tion, iieaily and generally, to that of the wind. When obstructed by lands, 
they take the various tin mugs and windings, wliidb the forms and irctulings 
of those lands, and other local causes, impose oa them. 

If it be allowed, that the inf|uenec of “ the sun, in rarefying the atmo- 
sphere to the greatest degree betvvceii the tropics, together with the earth’s 
rotation on its axis from west to east, wnuld produce (if no land inter- 
vened.) a conatant wind from east to west,’* may we not suppose that, ./ 
the same causes operate similarly, but proportioiialily on the waters of the 
ecean, that they must produce a similar elfert, and oblige tiiem to take a 
like direction ? That is from ease to west, at and near the surface all 
rqynd the globe, within the limits the sun’s declination. If this gciicrni 
effect be admitted, then, on tiic ground it rests, vve may presume that, If 
there was a passage through the isthmus of Darien f(jr the immense body 
of water which continually flov^s liom cast to west, into ilie Caribbean Sen 
and gulf of Mexico, what is called the 1,11 If- stream wimld 110 longer cxisc- 
Afid as it seems probable, that tlic surface of the water must be somewhat 

J^«v.€}jronVoi. XXXIX. * n • 
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higher cn the eastern side of America, thereabouti, than on the otlief, 
owing to the land’s obstruction to the natural course of llie great equtiUMB* 
tial current, and the necessity imposed on it, to find rent through the gulf 
of Florida, into the Atlantic, it is ^not unreasonable to conclude, that, if 
this accumulation of water was at liberty to flow through the continent o£ 
America into the Pacific Ocean, the surface of the sea on this side would 
be lower than it now is; and parts of land, now under water, would be 
exposed to view. This effect would however be injurious to commerce 
with the West Indies, for it would .render the homeward-bound 
passage more ^ifficult. Instead of a constant weather current to assist, 
ships, it is pretty certain .there would be a lee one from the N<£. along 
the east coast of Florida, and its iitfluence would most probably be felt 
far up to the N.E. from whence the current of colder water would 
flow nearer the surface than it now can, covered superficially as it, 
may be supposed to be by the warmer gulf strehm. The high degree 
of temperature which this great body of water acquires by tbe Sun's constant, 
action upon it, being slowly reduced during its propelled progress to tha 
N.£. it is probable that it may advance even beyond the Banks of New- 
foundland before it is reduced to tbe colder temperature of the fluid below 
it, wliich must be flowing from the northern regions of condensation to« 
wards tlie points of greatest i*arefaction and evaporation between tbs 
Tropics, to supply the place of that whicli the heat is, as constantly rare- 
fying and evaporating ; and so sending back in the upper strata of (be > 
atmosphere, to the colder regions. The gulf stream thus propelled by 
Literal pressure up towards the Banks of Newfoundland, is seldom found 
to affect a ship beyond those Banks ; at the same time, it is possible, that 
some of it may advance farthe^ to the northward, before that reduction ii 
effected in its temperature which gives it a tendency to the southward ; 
for many articles, the produce of tropical climes, and some known to hava . 
been from the West Indies, have been casr ashore on the coast of Europe. . 
Some of these places being to the N.E. of Newfoundland, it is ddbcult to 
believe these articles could have been driven thither by the vviiids and tlie 
swell of the sea only. For, these prevailing as much from N.VV, at S.W. 
would give them about an east direction ; and if they were immersed 
sufficiently, to feel the force of the great under flow of cold fluid from the « 
north, which brings the Ice Bergs down to 39® or 40® of latitude, they 
would move in an east southerly liirectiou. It seems therefore reasonable 
to suppose that, there may still be the rcniaitis of a nurt,heJy*moveiiieiit of 
water, at and very near the surface, to cause bodies floating there,, to make 
course;' as some have done, to the north even of K.N £, from Newfoimdlaiid. 
The great body of tiie gnlf scream is, however, much redileed in tempera- • 
ture about the Bank^ of NewfouiKllHiid, and in proportion as it feels the 
cold ol tbe great under-ffow from the north, it is turned gradually to 
ea^ward and southward past the Western^ Islands. Whether any part of it . 
reaches the coasts of England, France, Ptirtiigal or Spain, is u point much , 
disputed. It is possible, however., that it may, diverging as it appears to . 
do to the eastward and southwarc^ some of the fluid that compotied it may. 
find its way to the iiorth\m'd of Cape Fiuistei re, and add somcibm^ to tha.^ 
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\grcat Yiody of water wliich the western sweli heaves into the Bay of Biscay; 
'md proceeding to the northward along the coasl^f France, sets over from 
‘ tJihant beyond Cape Clear ; till meeting in that quarter with a fluid below, 
of a colder degree than its own, perhaps gradually joins the Polar stream 
to the* Siiuthward according to its depth and temperature. Someoftlie 
waters of the gulf stream it is possible (though hardly that), may assist in 
supplying the water expended by evaporation in the Mediterranean, whose 
surfiice, therefore, it is presumed, must he lower than that of the A tl5ntic, 
as the constant current setting into it, seems to prove. Some philosophers 
indeed, suppose, that the quantity of water continually admitted through 
the Gut of Gibraltar into the Mediterranelln, is greater than can be ex- 
pended by evaporation ; and that tl^erefore, there must be a counter 
current setting out underneath. To establish this opinion, it seems neces- 
sary first to prove ^at the temperature of the Mediterranean is lower 
generally than that of the Atlantic which fiims into it. For if it is higher, (as 
"is more probable), the surplus (if there w'as any, and allowing their surfaces 
to be equal], would, I presume, run out at the surface, and the supply be 
received in undcrneaih, which is contrary to fact — though 1 have supposed 
rt barely possible, that some of the gulf stream matf cross the Atlantic, 1 
by no means say that it is so. On the contrary, it is little felt by <«liips far 
to the eastward of the Aaures; but in the viciiwiy of tfiose islands, the S.E. 
portion of it gradually turns to the southwaird, and as it advances in (hat 
direction, soon feeling the impulse again of the grand equinoctial current, 
is compelled to pm take of us western motion. Thus forming a sort of cir- 
cular eddy, wine h may he comprised lictwccn the latitude of abouj 18® or 
19*^ north, and the {Mniallel of the Western Islands ; and from about the 
Iniigitiide of to 4.3® vest; within which liiiiiis the gulf weed is found 
floatiiig on the suiface, vs hoi e 1 suppose it originates, lives its appointed 
time, and decays like any other vegetable production; aud 1 behove, it is 
rarely or never met with Leyond these limits. 

Though I have admiitcd .he Otirc / [•ssihiUty that some of the gulf stream 
may enter the stiait of (3ihra!t:ir, I cnimot agree with the writer of the 
article in iheQuarieiiy Review, when he fays, (speaking of the gulf stream), 
that it IS of sudicient force and quuniiiy to mal^e us influence be felt in 
the distsmt strait of Gibraltar/' Thus implying (if 1 understand him right) 
that this force and quantity/’ ofthe gulf stream, are the primary causes 
of the constant current into the stiait. On the contrary, thinking as 1 do 
that the causts of this constant flow of water into the Mediterranean, arc 
ot a purely 4ocril iiaiiire, connected exclusively with that sea; 1 therefore 
think it most probable, (hat, if the great equinoctial current flowed (as [ 
presume it would, were there a suflirit nt passage), ^through the Continent of 
America into the Racific, and cthisinuciuly annihiUited the present gulf 
stream, there would be the same constant flow of water into the 
Mediterranean that there is now, as Jong as the Sun’s power continued, and 
the localities exclusively belonging to that sea, remained the same. In 
short, 1 am of opinion that die waters of the Atlantic (approximate to the 
strait of Gihrnitar], feel the innueiice of purely Mediterranean causes ; and 
Chat neitlier the ** force'’ nor ** quantity'' of tlie gulf stt^eatn ImveaDy eflfcct 
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w)jiat«vcr in the current that runs into the Mcdkerraiiean. It 

well known by experience, that this current is strongest witli easterly gales 
in the hottest weather, with wind at the same time, and is diminished diir* 
ing the prevalence of the westerly wipds ;< and is weaker in witrler genepdlys 
ihhn in summer. Dut to return — The winds, and surface currents in the 
pacific Ocean, are influenced generally in a similar way by the Sun's power 
as those between Africa and America, making however due allowance for 
the .difference of the formation and positions of intervening lands, for these 
obstruct the uniform general tendency of the winds and currents from east 
to west^; therefore, fnmi the cast coast of New Holland, to the east coast of 
Africa, muJ within the hmiCiS of the Sun’s declination, the winds and cur- 
rents become periodital and changeable, according to his place. But, it 
would he leading us too far outTif the way, to attempt to trace tbecur^ 
rents in the Indian se^s, influenced as they are so variously and oppositely, 
in their direction and velocity, at diflerent seasons,' by the monsoons, and 
the bodies of land within their limits. Suffice it to say, what more partt* 
pularly applies to the North Pacific, and will lead us again to the Arctic 
regions. 

Having said that the air is rarefied ami raised In the atmosphere, and that 
the greatest degree of evaporation is effected between the west coast of 
Africa and the east coast of America ; and that north of the line, the fluid 
is so returned tonurds the North Pole, and being condensed somewherem 
its passage by cold, it perhaps supplies with water some of the rivets which 
discharge into the Seas of the temperate zone, or into the polar ocean ; and 
wiietlier, falling in rain, hail, or snow upon the earth or not, it ultimately 
finds Its way into the ocean ; and according to the temperature propor- 
tionate to its depth, the water takes a direction towards the regions of 
equatorial heat, is again raised by that heat to the surface, and again evu- 
poiated. For experiments in the occun have proved, timt when the tem- 
perature of the alnmphere exceeds that of the surface of the sea, tlie 
superficial water is generally warmer than that at certain depths beneath 
it, (1 s.iy generally, because in souudin^Sj and confined waters, local causes 
effect many exception^ to this general rule), and m all probability, the 
greater tiie depth the colder tlic fluid in that case. And as we know, that 
when the air (or waiei^. receives an increase of heat, its parts will bo put 
in motion towards that lieat,*it follows, that the colder water tinoughout 
its whole depth, must have a general teudeucy to flow towards the point of 
greatest heat; aud he continually rising towards the surface in the equatorial 
legions. This probably is the routine of the general movement of the 
atmosphere, and the wafers of the ocean, between Europe, Afiica, and 
America, from the Aictic regions to the Eqiiaiur ; ano it seems no ]es3 
probable, that in the Pacific, they are. subject to the same general laws, 
Tor there also the great equatorial current is in constant motion to the 
westward, and like tiie gulf sticam, anti from causes too in ao/z/c points 
Similar, it gradually turns to the iiorihwitrd, when it approaches tfie lands 
the northward of New Guinea, and the Philippine islands; and being^ 
pcrliaps at the sauie Uiiie influenced by currents setting in a diflerent direc* 
tiun, more particularly during the prevalence uf tljeS,W« monsoon in. 
uud China seas^ 
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Near the coast of Japan, the current ha4 been found to set by N. 
the rate of five knots an hour. At 18 leagues distance^ about three 
knots in tlie same directton, but at a greater distance fn)io the kind| it in- 
elioed miu^ to the eastivard ; and at 60 leagues from the land, it set 
time miles an hour, then (like the gulf stream), inclining gradufllly 
le the souths aril ; so that at the distance of 120 leagues from the coast of 
Nipon, its direction was S.Kt and its rate imt more than a knot an hour* 
From tliis current setting generally to the N.£. along the coast of J^pan 
more or less strung, probably, according to the staon of the year, it 
appears, that the motion of the air and wateis hetweeii the west coast of 
America, and the coast ol. New Holland, upd ail the lands to (he north- 
ward, towards Hhering's sirait, is snmfur to that noiih of ihe line, between 
Africa, Euiope, and Amerlcti. It isnberefore presumable, that tlmugh 
current may run into Bhering’s strait, there must also be one 
Tanning out of it utklerneulh, if ihe principles this theory rests on, are 
wrect 

But (he writer of the article 1 am examining is of opinion, that the 
constant circutnr motion, and imerchnnge of waters between Pacific 
and the Atlantic,** ?/; vs be by Biienng’s strait, otherwise ** it would be 
difficult to txplHiii tlie perpetual egress of u current from the Polar basin 
into the Atlantic, without admitting a simply through the only remaining 
•peiiing lino iliiit busin to answer the deniand of the current/^ 

He roio^ulers thi pniitipnl objection to a free communication between 
ihe fhinfic and tlie I’ohir basin, ti>ari«)e from C'nptain^/ook having found 
little or no ennenr m the northward ol Bhe ring’s strait and answers that 
fibjcc uor. ni muc. I»y instancing ** the small current perceptible in a mill- 
dam, iIioiilIi (lie vtaiers below may he rushing out with the greatest violence 
wiidei the flood^ute,’* meaning, if I do not mistake him, that though little 
ur no ci.irfn>b was found at tlie surface, there tras onf below " rushing (in) 
will) the greatest violence*’ from the Atlantic to the Polar basin. 

I admit the probahility of a surface current into the strait, for the reasons 
a1reari\ given, arid believe (here may be one, because it is mentioned thus 
in Cook's ^oy.igf : — “ We were now convinced that we hud been under the 
influence m a htiong current setting to the north, that had caused an error 
in our laiiludc ui noon of 2U miles, lii passing this strait last year, we 
experienced the saute efi'ecl. On the 12th of July, when within the strait, 
in luiiiude 69° 37'', and hnlt>way between the two conliiients, the current 
W'as louml to set N.W. at the rute of one knot.’* 

This pi'iives there was u surface curretn, though a small one, both at the 
etitraiice, an(} to tiie northward of the strait.— But what have we te found 
the supposition cAi, that th^ waters may be rushing out,”— that is-— 
with the greatest “ violence undei; the floodgate,” which is compared to 
** the iiiipenetruble bariier of ice wmcli stopped the progress orCook’s 
successors ?”—'J liL author of ilie^trticie in (piesiiun supposes, ibat if the 
Polar basin shoulo pio^ e to be tn e iroiii lumJ about the Pole, it will also 
be fri e of ice,” and that this iiiuy be liie cus^, is nut iiiiprobabie, m the 
mmmer season ; nut however because of the non-existence of land, but for 
ptlicr reasons wbicli siiall be explained by and by. Hw also siip{>oses ilia( 
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the barrier of ice which stopped tlie progress 6f Cook's soeoessgrsi*' wes 
noveablt, or no where touched the bottom. 

The writer of Cook’s voVhge was of the same opinion about the ice nearest 
the ship, though it rested on a foundation tliat perhaps might not itqually 
at>ply to tlic largest masses of ice further to the northward, and hot seettm * 
His words are— We had twice traversed the sea in lines needy parallel 
with the run we had just made ; and in the first of those traverses we were 
fiotable to penetrate so far north by eight or ten leagues as in the second ; 
and that in the last we had again found an united body of ice, generally 
about five leagues to the southward oj its position in the preceding run* — ' 
its this proves, that the large compact fields of ice which saw were move- 

able dr diminishing ; at the same tim’e, it does not leave any wclUfounded 
expectation of advancing much farther, in the most favourable season.*' 

Though this proves that the floating ice seen, .shifted its position, both to 
the northward and to the southward, but chiejlif the tatter, as will be seen 
farther proved.^Yet, it docs nut prove that tlie larger masses to the north- 
ward, which they did not see, might not be immoveable, by grounding at 
the bottom ; if' the water became shoalcr in that direction, as our naviga- 
tors appeared to find it was, as far as ih^y advanced.— Now should there 
have been any such immoveable masses of ice to the northward, it would 
in some degree account, why tfie current, which the writer in the Review 
supposes to set with such violence” from the Atlantic, should not have 
carried the ice away with it towards the Pole, where there way hirumej^ 
But, if the whole of this icc was moveable, it proves, that whether there was 
a small current setting to the northward, or not, and whether at the sur- 
face, and underneath, or both, there mast have been a much sirmytr 
current from the northward, or something eUc, which still more powerfully 
impelled the ice to the southward m defiance of the other, as well us of the 
wind, W'hich appears to have been generally from the S.SV, when strongest. 
It is said in Cook’s voyage, “ it may be observed, that in the year 1778, 
•me did not meet with the ice till we advanced to the latitude of 70‘’, on 
August 17th, and that then, vte found it in compact bodies, extending us 
Isr as the eye could reach, and of which, a part or the whole was move- 
able; since ly drifting down upon ns, we narrowly escaped being 
kffinmcd in between it and the land. On the Asiatic side, they encountered 
large extensive fields of ice, and were sure to meet with it about the lati- 
tude of 70® quite across, whenever they attempted to stand to the north- 
ward. On the 26 ill of August, they were obstructed by it in 69®{ in such 
quantities, as made it impossible to pass either to the north or west. In 
the aedond attempt they could do little more, for they were never able to 
approach the continent cf Asia higher than 67% nor that o}* America in any 
part, excepting a few leagues between llie latitude of 68® and 68® 20' N.— 
'But in the last attempt, they were obstructed by ice three degrees farther 
to the southward, and tbeir endeavours to push farther to the northward, 
were principally confined to the mid space betw'eeii the two coasts." 

Now all this docs not seem to favour the supposition of a current rush- 
ing in” from the Pacific through Bheiing's strait, with such velocity as it 
may be fairly supposed a body of water would havCf of sufficient quantity 
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fo 9 U|!Fply this toutfaerlj current, ^ setting perpetually into the Atlantic on 
both sicies of Greenland^ not only when the ic^. is melting, but when the 
M is freezing/' 

Indeed, if we do bift consider for a tnbment, the quantity of water that 
may be *supposed to flow through so extensive a space as Davis's Strait, 
with a velocity of four, and sometimes of five miles an hour/' and then 
add to 'that the amazing quantity setting as constantly to the southward 
in the still greater space to the eastward of Greenland and Spitzhergeu, 
it does certainly appear to be improbable, nay, impossible, that a current ' 
of at least equal, or even of double velocity, and occupying the full extent 
of the breadth and depth of Bhcring*^ Strait, would be at all adequate Co 
answer the demand ; much less so tridiug a current as we are warranted 
by facts to believe there is. For in Cook's voyage, the remarks on tliis 
matter are thus summ^ up. ** We again tried the currents, jind found 
them unequal, but never exceeding one mile an hour. By comparing tha 
reckoning with the observations, we also found the currents to set different 
ways, yet more from the S.W. than any other quarter. But whatever the 
direction migHt he, their effect was so triflings that no conclusion respect- 
ing the existence of a passage to the northward could be drawn from them." 
It is presumed, that all the currents bere^'poken of were $nperJicialT But 
even admitting they extended quite across the strait, and flowed the same 
way thrqjiigHout its whole depth; still it seems quite beyond the bounds of 
possibility, that the quantity of water so admitted, and vrith a rate of flow 
90 ** trifling/' could be sufficient for the supply of the currents constaiidy 
aetting to the southward, through the other two openings into the Atlantiic. 

Judging then from such facts as are before us, that a part, and but a 
very small part, of the demand to supply the southern curreut, confet 
in from Ae Pacific through Bliering’s Strait, it is necessary to inquire front 
what sources, then, is all the water so flowing out of the Polar Uegions ,t<s 
the southward derived ? 

I have supposed them to be produced (at least the ** motion of the great 
deep," generally) by evaporation in the equatorial regions of heat and bj 
cold returned^ in various ways, in the utinospherc by land and by sea, 
into all the northern regions, even as far as the Pole. For though th« 
way of the Almighty,” as the psalmist says, is on the sea, and his path im 
the deep waters/* yet it is also as surely in the clouds of Heaven. And 
tliCMigh ** his footsteps are not known*’ certainly, yet it is permitted us hum- 
bly to endeavour to trace tiiem. 

Whether or fiot there is any increase of water from the melting of the 
ice. in the Polar ^a so ns to^enuse a current to the south, appears to be 
not very material; and perhaps has little to do in increasing or diminish- 
ing the gcfieru/ quantity of water in tlie polar basin.” In all probalniity, 
it reiyiains nearly the same at all times, whether there is more or less ice; 
that is, taking the ice and water together as an aggregate body to make up , 
that quantity. I agree with the writer in the Review, that those who could 
suppose the melting of the ice tA afford such a bupply, would betray a degree 
of ignorance/' greater perhaps than that of not being aware, “ of the v^ery 
little infiuence which an Arctic sumiucy exens on fields of ice^ perpetually 
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surr<Mind^ as they are with a chilly* and mostly with a freezing, ataii^ 
sfihere, created by themselves.’’ However, there is no subject perhaps; 
ea which opinions have been more at variance, than on the melting of the 
ice. in the Polar regions, as well a<' where, and how it is formed, St,' 
Pierre a*ent so far as to suppose it was the cause of the tides. ^But be 
does not appear to have been a plain matter of fact man,” but of fancy 
and imagination. 

Others think the ice does not melt at nil, or at least veiy little, even in 
summer. If ice, when once formed (he it how it may) round and along the 
coasts of those regions, does not melt at all, there must be a constaoc 
increase so long ns that ice is ** surrounded by a freezing atmosphere 
created by itself,” which we are told it mostly is” even in summer ; and 
if so, we may fairly presume it ulwaya is in winter. At tliis rate, with the 
exception of what may make its escape to the sout)tward through Davis'S 
strait, and to the eastward of Greenland, it would necessarily be always 
advancing towards the Pole (admitting khe land tr> be the place of its 
first formation) and rb^sc over it; unless wc can find some probable cause 
counteracting this cUTect of perpetual frost. And perhaps we are warranted 
ill supposing that there exists some such cause. Indeed it seems more than 
probable, that the process of freezing and melting may be going on in the 
Arctic regions on the same body of ice (if of magnitude to be suffickniltf 
immersed) at the same time, and perhaps in the winter as well as the 
sunimer. «. 

Water is a compound of ice and caloric. The temperature of ice is 
$2*; and while surrounded by u temperature equals it will rcmaui-ice. 
But whenever the ternpernture of tlie atmosphere exceeds 32^", 
tinues so long enough for the body of ice to receive a sfjliuciency of caloric 
to effect its dissolution, it will do so. it is probable, that the tem^rature 
oftb^ atmosphere, even in the Arctic regions, in summer, will sometimes 
exceed 32^, and the more, perhaps, the iirarer the Pole; and whenever it 
does sufficiently^ the effect on ice is obvious. This seems sufbeient 
to be said on the prohnhiUty of ice ubiwe router melting in the Arctic 
regions ill summer, if the temperature of the nimosphcre ever sufiiientlp 
exceeds 32^ In the winter, ns the temperature of the atmosphere must 
Le constantly below that, of course the freezing above the surface of the 
Ma will be as constant, though tlie surface of the sea itself probably will 
not freeze at a temperature much below 30^ even in a iiiouonless state. 
The, same 6ody of ice while freezing above water, that is increasing in size 
and extent by snow and hail, and the salt water freezing in wVtsbing over it, 
may perhaps at tUv same time be melting under water ;^Ski\d this process 
will be probably accelerated according to the magnitude of the mass, and the 
depth of its immersion, For when the sfttnospliere is colder than th|j|^rface 
of the sea, the water will (in proportion perhaps to its depth) be found warmer 
hf some degrees, than it is at the surface ; and though few experiments 
have yet been made to establish this fact, yet sutFicieiiC to warrant this con* 
ckision. Thus, even in summer, if (lie temperature of the atmosphere 
should be 32% and the surface of the sea, clear of land and souTuUngSf 
3 dr 4 degrees higlicr, that of the jwatcr below would probably be uueb 
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hi^er still ; so that the portion of a large mass of ice above the turf act of 
the sea would remain ice and aui^inent ; and the other portion of it bekm 
being immersed in a temperature exceeding the point of qongelationi 
wonld probably be melting and decrei^ing. • 

The well attested facts, of large bodies s>f ice having been seen to cap* 
size >orturn bottom up, prove, that their centre of gravity is altered by no 
increase of their bulk above, or a diminution of it below, aconrding to the 
excess of either effect. Upon the whole, however, it seems probable, that 
in the Arctic regions, the process of freezini; in the atmosphere, exceeds 
that r>f melting under water, particularly on those smaller innsbes of ice 
whicli arc immersed least; and tbere(ore that there must he a general in* 
crease of ice in the Polar basin, fro n tha Pole (i/* the ice originates there) 
towards the lands sun ounding tlie basin; or from those lands (if the ica 
first forms there) up t# vards the P de. On this question too, opinions 
have been most various. Every circumstance seems to weigh against tba 
opinion of its greatest formation being about the Pole, except one, and 
that IS, because the sea- water there will most proli.ibly be found to con- 
tain the least salt. I am disposed to believe, that it must also in the 
winter be colder at the surface of ihe •‘Cn, near the Pole, than any where 
e^e. Yet, on the whole, it seems most paohable, that the ice is nriginally 
formed in the rivers, and along the shores of all (lie lands suiTounoing the 
Polai bafiin. IVing a fU'i wards detuched from foo-sc l.'uids, and driven to 
sra by the winds and currents in masses of more or Ics^exttMil of **urface, 
but no great thickness; it jKcunjuhites by the falling of muiw and 
hail|)k;iilid by the salt water fue upiOi ii, into immense niouniains and 
fields," 

In the pait of the Polar IVo-m fnriher to the southwaid, where it it 
bounded bv the hind, it is to he prvMjaied the gcncial prevailing winds are 
from'^.W. to N.W. particnlaily the former, in bud weather. Northerly 
and casiei’iy when most settled and fine. And if so, it is equally to bb 
supposed there he a generally prevailing current f om the westward to 
the eastward, paitakiiig at the same time of that general tendenev of the 
fluid to move iou / //rear d troin tiie I\>Ic, which 1 imagine it will be found to 
have, from the coldness of its tem[)eraturc. TIu se two general combined 
impulses operating upon moveable bodies floating on the surface of tb# 
Arctic Sea*-, muii impel them in an cast sunthcrii/ ilirecriou all round the 
globe; being, in fact, that circumvolviiig cunont^' which llie writer in the 
Keview mt niions as currying “ fir, larch, aspen, and other trees,” the pro* 
cluce of ** bo'b Asm and America, from the Polar Basin through the*outlet 
into the Nortlicro4>ceun.” But a pace or two fyrther on, he has “an- 
nexed a diagram, coii'ttructcd on th^ Plane of the Pole, to assist tbt^rcader 
in the ^it^laiiaiion of the nofions he entei tains on ttiis interesting subject,'' 
but which is rather piissluig; for ^'hoever turns over the leaf with an idea 
of Ids own, or adopting liiat of the writer, that there really ir a “ circum- 
volving currriil” from west lo eust in the Arctic Regions, will he surprised, 
when he casts his eyes on the diagram,, to observe different courses 
denoted by arrows. 

The first shews the probable direction of the Ice Bergi, from New 

Cljron. Vui. xxxix. r k 
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ria, and is nearly as follows N. £. by N. to the latitude of 80* froM 
thence about K.; then S.E. S. E. by E. and again .S. E. into Davis's Strait* 
This first route, if it were not for the north-easterly rii/cOtion of the first 
arrow, accords pretty well with the'notioii we had forniecl of a ** circuni- 
volving current." But the second, which the ice fields are conjectured pro- 
bably to take from tiie western part of New Siberia, viz. about N. W* W. 
then about S. VV. to the N E. part of Greenland, is so contrary to the 
fornier, and so completely opposed to tiic direction of the circumvolviug 
** current which carried the trees of both Asia and America into Davis's 
Strait,’* chat it is difiicult to account for so very obvious a discordance, ex- 
cept by. supposing him to have considered the diagram he looked on, to 
xepresent indeed a plane surface, instead of a globular one, ns it is. The 
case then stands thus— if there is a current such as the second for the ice 
fields, a circuinvolviug current cannot exist ; and if fhere is a circumvolvibg 
current, it is quite impossible that the icc fields can take tiic prohnlilt 
direction” assigned them in the diagram. But to return. Having for the 
reasons before given, presumed that there is a circumvolving c urrent" in 
tlie Arctic Sea from W. to K. but southerly tvilhal, it leads me to inquire 
into the probable efiect of it, and the winds together, upon fiouting inassct 
of ice." » 

In the first place (let the icc be formed \vherc it may), its p;cncral direc- 
tion will in all probability be from W. to E. with a tendency at the same 
time to set to the southward, too strong to he much counteracted by the 
force of any Hinds from that quarter; its bulk being greater than 

that above the surface. 

If we cast our eyes on a chart of the north polar regions, constructed on 
tlie plane of the Equator, no opr nint!: is for the egress of ice to the 
soutlmurd, out of the Polar Busiu, from Norway and Lapland to tiie ca.^t- 
ward, along the whole coast of Asia, till ue come to Bhcring’s Strait. 
Through this Strait it docs not appear at nil probable that much of the ice 
can pass, on account of its comparative small c.xtenl, and the depth of 
water, perhaps, being insufficient to iloat tlic bodies of greaust magnitude 
There may also be a “ superficial current, as 1 bupposc; or one 

**af the greatest violence,*’ as the writer of the .article in the Quarterly 
Beriew supposes running in from the Pacific, to oppose its passage tluougii 
diis Strait. 

Eiom Bliering's Strait, then, to the eastward, all along the north coast of 
America, we find no opening for the ice to escape, till we get to Davis’s 
Strait/ Though this Strait, if there is “ an uninterrupted communication,’’ 
it is not unfair to presu/ne thnt immense quantities woufd be earned by a 
current^*^ ranning perpetually with a vflocity, as it is slated, of four, and 
sometimes of five knots an hour! 1 am, hovvever, inclined to think that 
either from the interruption of lands, di* shoals, between. Gieeidand and 
America, a com pa m lively small quantity passes from the PoLir Basiu 
through Davis's Strait, and that much of the ice, as well as the current, 
may have Hudson’s Day for their origin. Jf' any obstruction does exist tu 
the free egress of ice through Davis's Strait, tlie const quence must be a 
fast accumulation of it in a mass, more or less consolidated, from about 
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Nova Zenibla all the way to thfc eastward, as far as Greenland ; and cs- 
tending nurtliward from every part of tlie coasts of Asia and Ameiica,<it 
least to the parallel of latitude in which the north point of Greenland may 

For whatever masses of ice cannot pass through Davis’s Straits, must be 
pressed continually by others brouglit from the westward and northward by 
the circutiivolving current, along the north part of the mote connected ice. 
If its progress through Davis's Strait to the southward was not somehoa? im- 
peded, it would pass through. If impeded (let the impediment be what it 
may) in its course to the southward, it is yet^still more impeded in its pro- 
gress to the eastward, by the west side of Greenland; and therefore must 
accumulate against this solid barrier, tin far at Icait to the northward as 
Greenland extends. Then, and not till then, can ice of any comparative 
i^uHiicity drive farthef to the eastward, or find any passage down to the 
southward. 

All tiic ice farthest to the northward of Greenland is then at liberty to 
move on towards Spiczberger, whilst the ice that may he in motion closobt 
ill with the land, when rounding the N. £. point of Greenland, will take* a 
turn to the southward, and in towards the coast withal^ because it^will be 
within the influence of an eddy that ^ust necessarily be produced in 
the stream of waters passing nearest to the JV, 17. part of that land. 
There k must culiett; and if it consolidates, extend to the shores of Ice- 
land, or even to Spitzhergeii ; or else hurst its fetters,” as it is said to 
have done lately, and drift away to the southward into the Atlantic. 

This is sufficient to account for the ice between Greenland and Spitzber- 
gen, having a general movement to theS.W.; and there is the same rea- 
bun to suppose that the ice nearosi to the N. E. and £. coast of Spitzber- 
gcri has also a similar movement. But it will not warrant the conclusion 
«f there being a current in the same direction, at any considerable distance 
to tlie northward and eastward of Spiizbergen. On the contrary, it seems most 
probable that any musses of icc found in that direction to the northward of 
82® or 83®, will he more within the influence of the general circumvolviag 
current, and therefore make an east-southerly drift towards Nova Zembla, 
and perhaps clear of its N. E. point. 

Greenland and Spitzhergen being situated so mucli farther to the north* 
ward than any ether known land in the Arctic regions, form an impe- 
netrable barrier against the movement to the eastward of any ice but what 
may be to xyio^norihwurd of them both. 

Much of this j|ortlierniiK)st surplus icc, finding its way to the aouth- 
wftrd, is one reason why it seems very likely, that, dee in thr greatest quan- 
tity, and most compact, will be found from about Nova Zembla sill aflong 
the const of Asia and America, jind extending to the northward as far 
generally as the north point of Greenland; and \\\at perhaps less and less 
ice will be found to the northward of that parallel, as the Pole is approached ; 
tliat is, adopting the opinion that the ice is first produced ou the lands sur* 
rtiunding, and accumulated afterwards at sea, so as to extend its surface 
from those lauds, norclieriy, till it reaches the parallel of the north point of 
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which the surplus ice mu&i round befoi^ it can pass into the Atlantic^ if 
^avis's Srrait is ohsrrurtccl. 

Greenland and Spuzber^eii fonnitig so powerful a bar to the progress of 
the ice with die circumvolvinv current to the eastward, reiidtrrs it ex- 
tremely probable that there is always less ioe bctivecn NovaZeinbla and 
Spiczbergen, than wiiere else in the same paralld, and perhaps still less 
the nearer the Pole in summer. 

Whether the ice during the winter encompasses the Pole or not, can only 
he matter of conjecture ; and, in all probability, the fact will never be de- 
cided bv man. 

In that season, if the cold is intense in proportion to the nearness of the 
Pole, it is possible the ice may advance to it. But. yet, as it is more 
probably drifted out of the Polar Basin, as fast perhaps as it collects to the 
Dorthward of Greenland, it seems more rt:is«)naMle to presume, that it 
feldi.m reaches much beyond the latitudes of 82° or 83®, in any consoli- 
dated or very extensive bodies all the vear round. On this ground for one, 
jests the opinion I hold, in common with the writer of the article iii rpies- 
tion, of the prfdrability of the \iciaity of the Pole heinir free of ice in the 
Summer ; nof, however, as a consequence of there lieing no land there, but 
whether there shall be any lam! or not. Fur 1 have suppobed it likely, 
that the temperature of the atmosphere in the Arnic repuiiis in Summer, 
way sometimes exceed 32®; and the more, perhaps, the nearer ibc Pule is 
approached. 

First, because there may be less ice, fur the reasons I liav'e uiven. And 
if there is ice, there will pro6ab/y be a warmer aiiiio'*pbf'nc teivi|>erature to 
dissolve it at the Pole itself, than any where eNe to the soiithwiird of it, as 
far as or 80®, Beniiise, when the sun’s ruys first strike the Pole, they 
will be felt there iiicessaiuly for six nionrhs; hot with what force and eflccL 
we have yet to learn. On all other parallels, ui proporiiun to iheir distanee 
from the Pole, the duration of the sun’s iiitluence will be snorter. And 
though the sun’s pow er during the penoda they feel it may perhaps be 
greater than at the Pole; yet, bem*; interrupted while he is below the hori- 
zon, it is perhaps probable, on the whole, that the greatesf^ficct of the sun’s 
heat may be at the Pole, as (here he is above the horizon for six moiitiis; 
in the latitude of 64®, about five nioiitbs ; und in 78^®, about four months 
only, at a lime. 

We are next to enquire, wliat ** facility the late disappearance of the 
ice from the east coast of Grt’enhind ofiers; 1st, for atiejnpting a direct 
passage over the pole, and 2d, the more circuitous one along the northern 
coast of Amt rica intf) 'die Pacific." * ^ 

As, to the 1st, according lo the view I have taken of the subject, it 
nppears to me, that (he facility tins event oifers for attempting a direct 
passage over the Pole, w ould he very neady the .sowc, whether more nr less 
ice is collected, not only on the eastern roast of old Greeniund, hut even 
all around it, and even between it and Iceland and tovvaids Spitzhergcn. 
That is, provided the attempt is to be made, as it is to be hoped it uiil be, 
to the eastaardpf SpUzfter^en; because, font lie reasons I have offered, it 
is probable the Uasi quantity of ice'^will be found there clear of the land; 
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ftt all events, whatever masses may lie found therci they will in all proba- 
bility be of less magnitude, and more detached from each other; because 
the space for them to move in is least confined. If any of the vessels 
iittlii «4 out arc desriiied to take this foute, the probability is, that if ihey 
advance hevond the latitude of 82® «>r 83® Ni< the ice will less and less 
impede their pro^re^s lo the pole; and to reach it will perhaps be the least 
diiheult part o‘‘ the onirrorisc 

I'o the northward ol 82® or 83® up to the pole, it is likely that the 
weather in the summer will he fop the most part fine, but hazy generally — 
tliick folr^ will he very frequent. The winds are likely to he moderate, 
shifting often rnniid from mirth to east, by south and west, to north again; 
but prevailing cliiffli/ fnim the eu'-iward. , • 

If our polar navigator is furnished with time*kecpers set to Greenwich 
nicaii-tiine, or witfi known errors relative to that time, whose rates of 
going haie hren conectlv ascertained, and v\hici) rates will not be affected 
hy cold clectricii V, nuignetisin, and other yet unknown causes perhaps 
existing there, which may operate on the mateiiais of their construction ; 
it IS vrry true, ilio “ lime at Greenwich” wall always be known, hut 
should this conipH'-b become useless to him, this (ireenwirli tunc alone will 
not enable lum to sicer ins proper coii#sc unless he sees the suff, whose 
bearing he must have imw and then to regulate it by. Here then at the 
pole difhculius imiy occur, that the more “ undivided atteiuion” of the 
navjgutor can not alone ( nuble iiim to surmount. For at the pole being left 
entindv pcrhaiin wiihout anv guide, though he may chance to steer a true 
South com so. lie Ciiiinot possibly know to what point on the globe it may 
huppiMi to lend him, until he is enabled to sec the sun, which m all 
prfdjahility will he very generally obscured. 

If lie passes the pole without any great difficulty, and finds the true 
South course he lias steerfd, to be by chance, on or near the IfO" West 
tneriiiiaii, and so leading him towards Bhering's struil, he will, in all proba- 
hi lily, soon get to (he southward us fai as 80% or perhaps 78^, where it is 
as probable lie will find his farther progress stop t by ice, perhaps impe'* 
lictrahle. 

From this part of the expedition, therefore, I sec no very reasonable 
ground for eiitertaiiimg livt iy hopes, that a praclicaole passage for Jtipe 
will he discovered into the Pacific, though there does nut seem to be the 
least doubt of there being one tor w'ater and fish. 

As to tlic^ second, viz. the mure circuitous passage along the north 
coast of America into the i'acific. The prospect of success is 9till more 
*iinfav out able iif.ni the otkir, because the navig^itors are destined in the 
first place, ** tii struggle .igaiiist ific ice currents and tides in Davis's strait, 
and oil the East coast of America,** which the writer ot the article I have 
been cxaiiiining. tells us liimstft‘, are of course, never free from moun- 
tains and parciies of ice,** and lo wlficli, he attributes **the failure in every 
attempt, eillicr to make ** this (very) passage or to “ ascertain its impracti- 
cability,” “ so that the highest point the former navigators ever reached, is 
the Arctic circle, or at most the 67th p.indlel.**— But, even allowing that 
the present adventurers do reach the N.£. point of Auicrica, and discover 
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a passage through what appears to be ** gratuitously called*' Baffin^s Bay, 
they will then have to make no less than 100 degrees of Westing, most 
probubfyt through immense masses of ice, fixed, or moving with the cir- 
cutnvolving current as well as t1i^ winds, both prevailing in a general 
direction from west to east agahist them. 

If there is any ground to hope, that a practicable passage for ships can 
be discovered between the Pacific niid the Atlantic, aiting the north coast 
of America, the chances are that it will be done (if ever it is) /row Blie- 
riiig's strait to the eastward ; and, therefore, it is much more likely to be 
accomplished (if at all) hy tlie Russian officers, said to be inuking the 
attempt this year, than by ours; because, most of the obstacles opposed to 
the progress of our navigators from east to west, will he in favour of the 
Russians the other way, at least as far as the effects of winds and currents 
go. And though (as the writer in t|ic Quarterly Review observes,) it might 

be somewhat mortifying, (to national pride and vanity, 1 suppose) if 
a naval power, but of yesterday, should complete a discovery in the 
nineteenth century, wli'cli was so happily commenced by iMigiishmen in 
the sixteenth,” yet it is to he hoped, it will he m> less gratifying to those 
who are disposed to estimate as highly, some of the still belter feelings 
of our 'nature. « 

Notwithstanding the little reason we have upon the whole to expect^ 
that «// the objects of our expedition to explore the Arctic regionspwill be 
accomplished; yet' it is possible some of ilicm may; hut at all events, I 
perfectly agree with the writer of the article, I have taken the llf)erty so 
freely to cinvass, “ that the character of the several officers who ha \2 
been appointed, and the men of science who aic to embark on this grand 
enterprise, afiord the strongest prestiiiiption, that whatever talei)t«, intre- 
pidity, and perseverance can accomplish, ** will be effected at the same 
time,^the probable obstacles they will have to encounter, should be fairly 
pointed out to their extent, that the public may not be led hy a too 
flattering view of the matter, to expect more from the utmost exertions 
of these excellent officers, than known circumstances as well as conjectured 
probabilities would appear to justify. 
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nESULTORY-TIIOUGHTS ON THE SEA hIDF.. 

BY MRS. M*11ULLAN. 

P EACEFUL the wave, silent* :he wintry roar, 
Tranquil each echo on tlic sandy shore : 

To distant seas the liovVing gulbhas flown. 

Far distant too the curlew’s plaintive moan : 

The gliding vessel has her royals set ; ^ 

Long wearied voygeh may tbeir toils forget; 
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While every boat launol^’ti from the busy strand. 
Rewards the efforts of the laboring hand. 

Old men, rejoicing, mend the wide*spread net, 
And proudly deem themselves not useless yet: 
The ancient botanist of village fame, 

Whose hor/ut^siccus knows not Linnseus' name, 
Cheer’d by the sun -shine hobbies from her door, 
To view the wild-tliymc and the samphire store; 
Smiles on the cloisters in the shadowing cliff. 
Where children gather shells, or guide the skiff; 
Remembers well when she like them, was young, 
And kindly blesses child! ood’s artless tongue. 
Who would not loiter on this rugged coast. 

Who would Rot joy such native sliores to boast! 

Borne on cerulean car through Ether’s sphere, 
What sanguine tones salute my listening ear? 

ffo be continued.] 
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KIN<;’8 BKNCIL 

sittings bclorc Lord Kllenborough, Saturday, 7th Marcli, 18 JC. 

CooKK AND oTiiEit-., agaitist Napifr, £SQ. 

was an action brought by the plaintiffs, who are navy agents, 
JL against the dereiulanf, Lieulenat.t Napier, forincrly coiurnandcr 
of Mis Majesty’s Gun Brig, the Starling, to recover a balance of 
account, claimed to be due ti> them, as his 'tgents. 

The action was dcleiidcd upon the giouiid, that there were several 
charges in the Plaintitfs account, (exceeding the amount of their demand;, 
which they hud made against the deleiidant, for their trouble in passing Ins 
accounts as Commander of the Siurling; am! which it was contended, 
were illegal and contrary to the Act of Parliament, 31st. Geo. U. c. 10. 
sec. SO.* which limits the remuneration of the navy agent, on account of the 


Navy agents/are not entitled to charge for their irmible, in passing 
the accounts of the litutcilant and conimander*of a Gun Brig, acting 
as Purser, as appears by the foUowmg extract, from the .Act, Slsl. (ico. H, 
c. 10. sec. 30. limiting their rrmuncrutiou, for reenting and paying all 
M^ages, pa V. prize money, and olifkr Monies, and for all their ironble and 
attendance in relation thereto, to 6d. in the pound, on the amount received* 

Act Slit, Cco II. r. 10. sec, 30. 

“^^nd to prevent extortion by persons employed in the receiving 
of seamen’s wages, and other monies. Be it further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That no person or persons whatsoever, who thoil 
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receivinf^and paying all wages, pay, prize money^ and other monies, for, 
or fn respelif, of the services of any officer, or seaman ; and for all his 
trouble, and attendance, in relation thereto, to 6d in the pound, on the 
amount received, ' 

Mr. Gurney, for the ptaiuiifis, stated, that the defendant, as commntidef^ 
of a Gun Brig, had to perforin the duty of purser, and had accounts to pass 
in that clmructer ; and he contended, that the passing of a purser's acermnts, 
w.ns hot within the operation of the Act, which applied only, to the receipt, 
and payokent of wages, &c. and that the cliarge was usual among navy 
agents. 

It appeared in evidence, that on t]ic passing the defendant's accounts, 
certains bills, called balance hill<^ had been granted to him, by the 
Victualling Board, for his Services in performing the duties of purser, 
and tiiat the plaintitTs had in ad^tioii to their charge, for passing ^ho 
accounts, charged the commission ifflowed by the Act of Parliament, on tlie 
receipt of the balance bills. 

Lord ^llcnboniugh held, that the case came within the operation of 


ho employed in receiving of any wages, pay, prize-money, or r/ny other 
monies* due, or becoining due, fa-, or upon account of the seivice of 
officer, seamen, or other person, in the roynl navy, shall he entitled to take 
or retain more than sixpence in the pound, for, or upon account, of 
receiving thereof, and for paying the same to the person, nr persons, 
by w hom, he, or tiiey, shall be employed, or according to the liirccliou 
or appointment of such person, or persons, and,^/i)r allhh and their iroitble^ 
and a( tendance in relutim thereto; and if any person, or persons so 
ernploved, shall directlv or indirectly, demand, luke, or retain, or cause, 
or procure, or knowingly and willingly permit or suffer, to he demanded, 
taken, or rt'tamed, any alloviaucc, gratuilv, rewaid, or valuahie coiisidera* 
tinn, CXI ceding 111 the ivhole the sum of six-pence in the pound, for tli€ 
monies ‘*0 leceived as afoicsaid, e\iTy such person shall, for every such 
oiTenee, fiifeit the sum of fifty- pounds, to be recovered with full cost of 
stiir to anv person or persons, who will sue for the same, in any of his 
]VIa je‘'tv^ Courts of lb cord at Wtstn/inster^ hy action of d< l;t, bill, plaint, 
Of information, 11. wlnclj no essoin, protection, privilege, wager of law, or 
more than one imp>irlancc sh.tll he allowed. And, if any such offender 
shall he a cleik, officer, or vervant, in any »>ffice hclongine or rehiting to 
the navy, he shall, upon conviction, over and above the said j.ciialty of 
fifty pounds, to he reemered as aforesaid, forfeit and lose Ins pi ice, and he 
for ever thereaftei incapatilc of holding any place of profit in any such 
office. 

Sfc.SI,— A nd heir further enacted bv the authority aforesaid, (hat if' 
any clerk, officer, nr servant, in niiv office belonging kr relating to the 
imvy, shall direct I \ nr 'indirectly, deiiiaiid. take, or retain, or cause, or 
procure, or knowingly and williiiglv permit, or suffer to he domanded, 
taken, or retained, anv fie, gratuity, coinpeii'-nrion. or valnalile con««idera- 
lion, (not being anthorisid tn do *10 hy this Act), of, or from anv p<‘ison or 
persons whar*.o< ver, fur, or nnd»’r pretence of the d<^ng or perfonning any 
matter or thing herrtiy directed or anthoriser^to he done or performed, or 
which slm'I fie iii execution thefuif, cv< ry si.ch clerk, officer, or servant, 
shall he subjex't to the <;ame fniTeirnrrs. costs ond incapacities as is hezftin 
before mentioned, with rc^ppci to the taking iinore than six-pence in the 
pound for the receiving seaiiicn^ yyitgeai 
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the Act, and observed, that the plaintifls liavinir charged the compuli'ou on 
the balance bills, had themselves made the Act of Parliament AM criterioa 
of their remuneration, 

His Lordship also held, that the redeipt by the defendant, from time 
lo tiiOcT, of accuur.tSi containing the charges in question wiihoat objection, 
tfid not prevent him ironi <^ettiHg them off, in a subsequent account. 

The PiaiiitifFs were nua-miteiih 


NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR 1818. 

( February — Marvh.) 

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

T rE union of presetU economy wit^pi^ospective policy, apparent in the 
Naval Estimates of the current year, is a proof of the due ednside* 
Nation given to them in the departniCnt whence they issued. By present 
economy, we mean an attention to our present nieans*-^in filler ^ords, the 
tiusbaiidingof our strength, that its future growfh may be competeht to tiiat 
defence which we shall sooner or later need. At the same time, however, 
that we profess ourselves advocates for ^ood husbandry, we are in perfect 
accordahee with those of our Correspondents (and especially with the ju* 
•diclous*observatiOns of J. d.*), who urge the formation of a naval force 
oh the American system, for they will certainly, in a state of hostility, be 
our most formidable antagonists. We cannot expect a suspension or per- 
version of the laws of Nature, in the action of matter— superior weight 
ivill strike a harder blow. The Americans have very candidly sent us 
models, and it is our own fault if we again see our glory sarnished by their 
munornered strength. 

But we cannot say that we so perfectly agree with the sentimdnts of 
those who, in their anxiety (certainly no less laudable than sincere) for 
the welfare of their country, picture to themselves, and represent to 
Others, their c^ntrymen, Britons too ! so destitute of principle, chat they 
^ould lend clieir hand and. heart to effect the dawitfall of Uiitish glory— that 
the heroes of the Nile, of Copenhagen, and Trafalgar, would aerve with 
wore udUfaction America than England ! for as to their temporary ser- 
vice in hostilities, with which Britain has no concern, it can make no part 
the question they propose. We have therefore never been able^- not 
ahall we eves be willing, to credit (be truth of tiie representation — to 
any alarming cxtpnt. 

•Oil this subject, we Were biuch graced by the perusal pf a statement in 
the Plymouth Telegraph, signed^, by a gentleman wlni bad made some 
inquiries relative to the scarcity ^ our aeamen,and ilieir inclinatioU to the 
service. Of these inquiries he gives the following resullsi^ 

^ ]. That there are innufw^ab/e, appUcatioiis from prime seaasng to bihi 
entered in the Ordinary ; • 


* Fide his l^ter, p. itiUm 

eiie9iky*li xxxix! & * 
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the sloops of war, rcceotlj C||^issioned, are nearly fuU«maniied 
witjh vaen living good characters and dbthes, and that those refused to he 
taken are of course the reverse ; 

^ That the East Indiamaa in the Sound has not offered sufficient wages 
to prime seamen, to induce diem to go abroad, the best berths being filled^ 
such men having pensions from the navy, which, with the same wages on 
the home or coasting services, produce them a better livelihood for their 
idmiiies. 

4. That 20,000 seamen are now receiving pensions for their services, 
which pensions, in case of a war, will be discontinued, as the persons re* 
eeiving them will then be called on for their services. 

5. That though many young men have entered on board the privateers 
iitted out by the Americans, yet they are very few in proportion to those 
who prefer their own country, whei^ they have huniUes, and to wl^ch they 
oonsequenftly bear a greater attachment. 

Many suppose, because during the war we bad 160^000 (including ma- 
rines), fqg th^aval service, that they are all seamen— that is, men able to 
hand, reef, anff steer; but after deducting | the marines, one- third only of 
the remainder can be considered as sucli ; and when we reflect that our 
merchdntment, during war, arq, manned mostly with foreigners, but in 
peace, like the present time, with good seamen of our own, the deficiency, 
by emigration, will not appear, perhaps, so great as seems to be imagined. 

On looking at the eighth finaace report, I observe, tliat it corroborates 
wlidt 1 have beard of the number of seamen on the pension list of Oreeq- 
wich Hospital, which it states at 35,000.— a large majority of the above i» 
fit for service. This should be generally known ; for what country over 
gave pensions to at least 20,000 able bodied seamen for their services H 
While these are enjoying repose after their labours thousands of youi^g 
han()s are bringing forward in the navy and merchant service. 

CmtbeOth of March, his Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence 
ral of the British Fleet) arrived at the Croivii Hotel, Portsmouth, to em- 
bark his son (who accompanied him) as a midshipman on board bis majes- 
ly^s ship Spartan, Captain Wise. His Royal Highness diilpcl with Lord 
Howard of Effingham, the lieutenant-governor. The next morning, during 
a heavy gale of wind at W. S. W. with rain, his Royal Highness embarked 
from the Dock-Yard, accompanied by Sir George Grey, Captains Alexan- 
der, Wise, and Hall, and attended by the civil establishment of the Dock- 
Ybrd, to visit his Majesty’s ship Nelson, after which his Royal Highness 
went on. board his Majesty’s ship Vengeur, every part of which ship he mi- 
nutely inspected, and then publicly pressed hjs entire approbation of th# 
very high order in which he fuundiier^ Lieutenants Blake and Weekes, 
Lieutenant Mascall, R. M. and Messrs. Lye and Bignell, had the 
wUhw of being introduced to his Royal ^Highness by Captain Alexander. 
After leaving the Vengeur, his Royal Highn< ^ we j ri|j>n board the Royal 
Ceorg^ Yacht, the Spartan and Rochefort, fp R^l Highness honoured 
Sir Edward Thornborough with Ms company th dinner. 

The w^oener Morgan Ratler, which sailed with about forty young t2eli, 
to join the cause of the Independantx pf South America, arrived at that 
ialaod, but they were hot pqrautted to kfid, io cansei|u<t»cei of the de[^lur- 
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Able eondition that many bad hees^eA: in who bad pre?io<iily arjived, and 
who Actually bad become paupers oil the inhabitants, from not finding there 
an Agent to advance cash and furnish means for their proceeding to the 
Spanish^ Main, as they had fully exp&ted and calculated on when they 
left England'. 

George Hope is about to resign his seat at the Adnairalty Board, on 
account of ill health; and Sir Joseph Yorke resigns, aS^f U said, because 
Lord Melville prefers another gentleman as his confidential friend to him- 
self. Sir George Cockburn and Sir Henry Hotham are to be the two new 
Lords. * 

The devastation committed by the cecent violent storms upon the public 
defences of Portsmouth garrison, we understand, has been estimated at 
upwards of 80,000/. loss. No similar convulsion of the sea has happened ‘ 
these forty-three years* when, it is suijL the entire of Southsea Common 
was deluged. The tenements forming Greenwich View, the inhabitants of 
which were almost literally washed out of their houses in the middle of 
that dismal night (Wednesday ^’nnight), continue flood||d aad unin- 
btbi table. 


A meeting has been held at the City of London Tavern for the purpose 
of providing for our seamen the means of attending divine service in the 
port of London. The plan proposed met with general approbation, and a 
resoJutiCn fur cariying it into elfect was unanimously agreed to. It is as 
rollow8>— to fit out a targe vessel, to be called ** The Engtisli Ark,’' capable 
of containing T or 80Q persons, who may assemble to hear preaching and 
prayer. This vessel is to be kept afloat upon the river, so chat she may 
be removed for congregational purposes: and no distinction of religious 
opinion is to be maintained ; all are tp act according tq conscience| and 
true blue is to be the insignia or flag of the ship. 

There are said to he at present persons in this country from Ame^ca, 
wt^^rc using the most undue means to promote emigration to thd United 
Statci, and w'ho have succeeded already in seducing about 200 people to 
join in the ridiculous scheme of commencing a new colony in the back 
woods of Kentucky. 

A whole length figure of tlie Duke of Wellington, carved in a superior 
style, will he placed at the head of the Waterloo man of war, of 84 guns, 
now building at Portspioutli. 

Captain Dohree, who lost his lifie on the 9th instant, in the humane 
attempt to rescue from destruction the crew of the wreck off the coast of 
Guernsey, foriflerly commanded His Midesty’s ship Zenohia. He gccom- 
panied Donapartefto the island of ^ llelenB, was considered a zealous 
an*d excellent olflcer, and w^s univemlly esteemed by those who knew 
him. • ‘ - 


Parliament having voted 1000 seamen and 1000 marines, in addition to 
the number graniefd Ink year, hdl enabled the Admiralty to put several^ 
ships into coininisston^,. ^ 

^veral shipwrights BAd oi^lltentersare about to proceed from Portsmouth 
Dock-yard to the Deck-yard tit IVinconialee* 

During tlie violent gale in the evening of Sunday ae’nnight, the Carpenter 
of the Sabine, and his wife, took a boat from Torpoint to return on board 
that ship, but the squall increasing, the boat upset, and both were consigned 
tp a watery grave. 



4 AiM£T£OROLOGi€AL^^ftNAU 

IIBI^ at THB OBIERVATORT or THE naval ACADEHY, GOtPO»T» 

From the 20/A of i'ebruaty^ to ^e 30/^ df Mfirrh, 1«18 



^1'iie obfiervationa m each line ul tins table are for a period of 24 hours^ hfM 
finning at 8 A.M. 

Rf.sults. 

Inriirs. 

TTi A^****™”™*' 30 22 March 18tb, Wind W, 

ISAROMETBR J .vimuiium . . 2« 00 Ditto 4ih, Ditto S.W. 

Range of the Mercury .... 1*62 

Mean barometrical pressure 29*621 

Greatest varialioa in 24 hours 1* <' 

spaces dVsscribed by the ris- > . 

mg And falling of the roer.^{ " 

Komber of Changes 28 

TRSBMoaiSTEa J 57’ March 18th, Wind W. by 

^ f Miiiiniuni . . 30 four tildes daring the period. 

Rsenge 27 


four tildes daring the period. 


Range 27 

Mran temperature of the At- 1 .g- -to, 

mosphere j 4* / 

iJ^Atest variation in 24 hours 22 ” 

^ Evaporation during the period 1*60 Inch. 

Roiii. liuiU snow, and sleet 4*49 Do. 

f^revailiug Winds, W*i8t and South-west, 

A Scale of the prevailing Windtm 
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REMARKS ON THE WEATHER. 

I^HtJART 21 1 Nimbi, rain, and a f;ale from the S.W. tH! PM.; 
during thi%'time the harbour was much agitated ; a brig parted from her 
cable% and was driven a->‘hore, and d'hoat belonging to the Rnchfort-was 
upset, and two mid:»hipnien drowned. Some fiunshine the remainder of the 
aUcrnoon, and cloud) through the night. 

2S. Steady rain all day ; and a very heavy gale from the north, with 
ui7776i, snow, and sleet at 9 P.M., when a wherry was upset between Cowes 
and Spithead, and a waterman drowned. 

23. Frost early, and a transparent atmosphere till 10 A. M., then^ciVrfw 
and cumulus : at $ P.M. the sky became sj>cedily overcast, at H, rain,, 
followed by a heavy gale from the west. 

24. A.M. as the preceH>nc, in reg.ir(i to the weather : at 2 P.M. a polar 
halo, and lu 6, ram and a brisk wind front the S.W. 

25. Nimhi^ floating under an ii.osculatmn of cirrostrati and cirrom 
cumulus, and a strong gale from the west ; some rain in the ni^bt. 

2^* A moderate gale from the N.W.— CiVruv, and the intermediate 
niodiflcations uf clouds down to rtimlms, with rain and sleet, from 10 A.M., 
till noon: the afitTiiuoii fine, with Iteavy cumulostruius; and a clear sky 
after suD-set. 

^7* A.M. Nimbi, rain, and a gale from the M.W.: P.M. as |be pre- 
ceding. • 

28. A.M. sunshine, and undulated cirrostratus below cirrocumulusi 
P.M. {Ai obscure sky, tollowed Ity ambi, ram and wind. 

March 1* A.M. tnnsliine, and ctrrostratm iwii bKie sky, and a gale 
from the west: at half pa.^t 3 P.M. a clap uf thunder and lightning ill the 
Zenith, followed by nimbi and light shower^*: at 9 the vi& ladea remarkably 
bright from north to south. Lightning, thunder and hail in the night. 

2- A.M. fine, with virrostrati and cirrovitwuli : V,^l. nimbi with showers, 
fmd a gale from the W.S.W. : at 9, a small meteor towards the east, which 
descended in a perpendicular direction, and was red at its disappearing ; 
tHine deW in the night. 

3. A.M. < irrostratus and cumuli: P.M. cumulostruius and a few drops 
of rain with squalls from the south. 

4> At 3, A.M. a heavy storm of hail and snow, which covered the 
neiglihniiring hills; this was succeeded by a clear sky nil 9, when a smarl 
shower of hail fell: at 11, linear cirrus, and dense cumuli capped: P.M. a 
shrouded sky, followeil by ram and a hard gale tr im liie south, which in- 
creased to a perfect hurricane by 7, and continued with unabated fury lill 
midnight, while the mercury in the barometer descended at the rate of ^Vh 
Ipf an inch an hour, and went down to 2d. 60, the lowest we have yet 
registered, d'he iiuoiecliatc cause of this depression of the mercury was an 
extraordinary ra^faction of the lower atmosphere, and the ready induction 
of a furious current of wind to the non clastic state (»f the oir. The 

hurricane setting directly into tiie harbour, the title rose 5 feet higher than 
is usual at such a state of the moon ; indeed, it was higher sfiaii liigli 
spring tides are in general, l^ow, as the third spring tide after full or 
change is from 16 to 20 feet higher ih:iii a low neap tide in Portsmouth 
harbour, bad it beecl%Jiig^^riug tide (with a similar wind), instead of the 
third after dead-neap, thi^lwater would have risen at least 10 feet higher 
than it did, which would have caused a great inundiiiion of this and the 
neighbouring towns for three hours that the tide flowed longer than ile 
usual period. The ships of wnr iit the harbour aud at Spitiiead rode odt 
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the . storm well ; but scTecnl smiil seiieli and manv wherries were sunk 
Ud beatoo to pjeces, and 8 men drowned^ 

, At 8 A.M. the barometerliBd risen to 88 inches, and theair seemed to 
be clearing ; but m half an hour aftairwards, the mercury became stationary^ 
and demnded x*o th by nooh, while a hard gale, with heavy rain set in 
irom tne west — the temperature was equal through the night and morning: 
in the afternoon sunshine, with some drrus passing to cirrntratw ; at 7 and 
at 9, shours of hail— the night cloudy and clear. 

61 A.M, cirm, cirrostmtuSf and cumuli : sunshine and showers in the 
wrtemoon : at 20 past 4, a perfect rainbow, and a J l^fore 5, a fine double 
bow appeared in the east on a passing nimbut; the interior bow measured^ 
82 m breadth, and the exterior 101® tp iho outside of the prismatic 
colours, the sun being at the same'^time about IS® above the western 
horizon : tne mglit as the preceding. 

7. A storm of wind and rain from 9 A.M. till 1 PM., for two hours of 
that tune the strength of the wind from the S.W. «fas little inferior to the 
hurricane on Wednesday night, and in many initances it increased the 
damages already done to public as well as to private property in this neigh* 
bourhood : sunshine and occasional showers till 6, when a perfect rainbow 
appeared and .ejy lienvy sho^vers of hail fell : at 9, a hard gale from the 
west, with lightning and thunder at intervals till the early part of the 
morninf;, ^ 

8e Sunshine, with beds of cirrhs, cirrocumulus, and cumuli^ light sbowen, 
W.N.W.: at 2 P.M. a low double rdinbow in 
the N.E., followed by large at 6, the noD-*iUuminated part of the 

moons disc beyoi^d the crescent well defined with the naked eye; a 
moderate gale, and flying clouds through the night. 

A light frost before sunrise, and the morning as the preceding, with 
the addition of showers of snow between 8 and 9 o*cluck : snow in largo 
pakes from 8 tilt 5 P.M., then cuwulostratut: the night as the preceding. 

JO* Snow early, and a slight frost: a fine sunny day, with cutnuUm 
cutrtu/oiiratufp and a little snow : the night as the preceding. 

1 1. A slight frost early, and sunshine: at 8 A.M. cirrus in horizontal 
atria, soon followed by attenuated cirrostratus, on which a solar halo was 
formed from IJ till 3 P.M.: at 4, the sky was overcast with the latter 
modincation, and the barometer sinking — rain and a brisk gale through the 


•• ^ frost early : sunshine, with nimbL and occasional 

Jight showers of hail, and a gale from the west— sdme rain in the night. 

13. A fine day, and a strong gale from the north: tlie sun set of a geU 
colour tiehind a large dense lofty cumulus cloud, which was tinged with 
blue, red, and orange, and on passing the sun to the southward, its apex 
Ucame 80 heavy that it curled, and descended slowly like the stream prft, 
jeeted from a circulating fountain; a clear moonlight night* 

14. A light hoar frw with ice, a clear rky till 9 A.M., when a veil 
of attenuated arrottralu, sprung up from the west i light thowem of min 

* corona within it from 9 till 11 P.M, .■ 

16.* A fine day and night, with various cloiid» fVom nimiiM to tima : 
a sjower of hai at noon; and a lunar ctmma from 7 till 11 P.M. frmi* 
qnently surrounded by a green circle; light rain followed this appear^ 

.k taloT* 'fin* parieliq, reniarkab^ bright, aa^ 

ai^out S3 ,from the true sun, which *as E. by S. and wtthm 1»* of ^ 
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horiion at tlie close of this rare eAenomena— linear and (iiilinose 
mmKumuluMy and a brisk wind followed immediately : a solar halo 44** hi 
diameter from 11 till noon : a sunny day, and a faint moonlight through 
haze at night ^ 

18. Much dew, succeeded by a thick mist till 8 A.M.: a fine day and 
night, with cirrus, and cirrosiratus almost shrouding the sky. 

19* An overcast sky ail day and night. 

20. Nimbi, rain, and a fresh breeze from the west till 9 A.M., sunshine 
the remainder of the day, with plumose, linear, and ramified cirrus, rirro- 
cumuli, and cumuli: at 1 P.M. two currents, the under one from the N.W. 
and the upper S. by W. : a clear moonlight night. The increased 
temperature of the last four days has bad a good effect in accelerating the 
budding of the fruit-trees, &c. * 


Dfontorionir anb 9ppointmettt0. 

Admirals, Captains, &c. appointed. 

Rear-Admiral Sir George Cockburn, and Hon. Sir Henry Hotham, are 
said to be nominated as Lords of the Admiralty, vice Sir George Hope and 
Sir Joseph Yorke. • 

Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Freemantle, K.C.B* is said to be appointed 
commander-in-chief in tlie Mediterranean. 

Rear-Admiral Sir John Gore, to be commandcr-in-c|iicf at Sbeerness, 
vice Sir R. Rowley. - 

Captain John Grant, (a) to the Doterell. 

Captain Francis Loch, to the Eden. 

Captain Samuel Warren, to be flag-captain to Rear-Admiral Sir Joba 
Gore. 

Captain Hyde Parker, to the Iphegenia. 

— — Pectman, to the Ferrect ; A, B. Branch, to the Harlequin. 

Lieutenants appointed. 

Lieutenant William Hewitt, to command the Protector Surveying Vessel 
at Deptford. 

Lieutenant W. R. Cooley, to the Queen Charlotte ; Lieutenant Pritchard 
tn be Agent for Transports. 

Lieutenant Malone, latd of the Vengeur,'is appointed one of theLieute- 
naiHs of the Royal Naval College at Portsmouth, 

Surgeons appointed. 

Mr. Anderson, is appointed Surgeon of. the Eden, • 

pA Latham, to Ae Surgeon of the liverpool. 

DEATHS. 

Lately, Lieutenant Dennis Bofton, R.N. Date of commission, 18ih 
August, ISOSL 

Lately was drowned^' by ibe upsetting of a boat in which they were 
•ailing, Lieutenant Richard Bridge, and Lieutenant Butcher, R.N. 

Lately, at- the Cape of Good Hope, after a long and painful illness, most 
deeply lamented. Lady Brouton, wife^f Commissioner Sir Juhlcel Bren too. 
Bart.K.C.B. K.S.F. ^ ' 
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lately, on his pnssnge from the Mkuritus^ Li^^mnt John C!Qf!i)lbdii 
Royal Marines, of H. M. Ship> Phaeton. Date of Comniission, 
August, 1805. 

Lately, Captain Francis Georgy Dickins, R.N. Date of eomink«idU| 
1st August 1811. 

Lately was drowned, when coming on shore at Portsmouth from their 
ship the Tiber, Jlon. Mr. Thcliuson, brother of Lord Uendlcsham ; Mr. 
tiassel, and Mr. Leeson, son of the Hon. Mrs. Leesoo, all three of whom 
isere midshipmen of the said ship. 

Lately, at the apartments of his brother, the Rev. J, Lawrence, of the 
Royal Hospital at Hailar, Major W. R. Lawrence, brother of Sir Thomas 
J^awreticc. ^ 

Lately, in Upper Baker-strcCt, Lieutenant Lind Meik, R.N. son of the 
Jatc Dr. Mcik, of Portsmouth. Date of commission, 15th January, 1802. 

Lately, at Deal, William Miller, £sq. late Surgeon of the Royal Hospital 
ftt Greenwich. 

On the 5th of September, at Macoa, China, Lieut. F. Wintle^ R.N. Date 
of commission, 5 th September, 1810. ' 

On the 17th of February, at Gibraltar, in the 54ih year of his age^ 
Captain Joseph Larcom, of the Naval Yard at Malta. Commissioner 
Larcpin was on his way to England, in the Weymoutli store-ship, and died 
after a long and painful illness, as utiiversaliy lamented as he was beloved ; 
bis cociftry has to ferret the loss of a zealous and good officer. He was 
juried at Gibrahar with milUary^nonors* 

On the 17th of February, at Salisbury Hall, aged 37, Captain Francis 
Jackson Snell, R.N. Date of commission, 32d January, 1806. « 

On Che 36th February, atLongbam, Dorset, the infant daughter of 
Captain C. B. II. Ross, R.N. 

On the 38th of February, at his home in South Audiey*street, Admiral 
Hpn. Sir peorgc.Craufield Berkeley, GC.D. Admiral, of Portugal, &c. ; 
brother-in-law to the Duke oFRichmond and Earl Bathurst. Sir George's 
daughters are married, the eldest, Louisai to Captain Sir Thomas Hardy, 
R.N. Bart, and K.C.B. ; the second, to the Earl of Eustun ; and the 
youngest to Captain G. Seymour, R.N. <|un of the late Admiral Lord Hugh 
Seymour. 

On the S8th of February, at Versalles, in France, of an affiictinn of the 
)uogf, Cofftaiu ^v^ard O’^aiigimessy, li.N. whose excellence of mind as 
a man and an ofiBcer, had endeared him to a numerous body of naval 
firionds. ' • ' 

On the 7 th of March, at Warehani| Dorset, Jphii Pyke^ Esq. commander 
tf the Pbmnia lodiamait. 

On the 9th of March, yras drowned, in the humane attempt to r^jpoua 
from a rock the crew of a vessel which had been wrecked in the night near 
Guernsey, and who were in great ^danger of perishing from fatigue and 
hunger, Captain R. Dobree, R.N. nephew of Admiral Sir Jpmes Saumareaj« 
Bart, und G.C.B. and kite commander of H.M. Sloop ZedObia^ Date" of 
commission, 39th April, 1803. , ' « 

On the dih of March, near Salisbury, at an advanced agil, Mrs. Russely 
wife Of Rear-Admiral Russel, GreatCoddon, near Poole. ' 

On the l4th of March, at Pimlico;^ near London, 'Lieutenant James 
AAiley, R.N. f ^ 

On the 18th of March, at Bedminster, Lord Nelson's BeaMmn Mr, 
James Phillips. This gallant seaman had received four large sahrap^s on 
he head ; several wounds from musquet anfi pistol balls, and’ lliree bailt 
i'a his thigh : be had just obtained the iige of his beloved AdiAinil|‘i7< 



BtOGRAPIirCAL MEMOIR 

OF THE LATE. 


MARTIN NE.VILLE, Esq. 

«? ^ 

COMMANDER, R.N. 


Jiow niany youthful Sous I late enjoyed, 
\'aii4Ut in bttlile ! 


No — if I e’er return, return I must, 

Olonuus, my Country terror laid m dust : 

Or, if 1 perish, .let her see me fall. 

In field at leB<«t, and fighting for her all. 

War IS our business; but to A'vhom is given 
To die or triumph, that determines Heaven ! 

T O every man. who in the service of his country distin* 
gttished himself, whether by a scries of brilliant succesv, or 
by th(? sacrifice of his life in less fortunate circumstances, the debt 
of public gratitude is due, and in the breast of tsvery real patriot 
will be felt and acknowledged. Among the many mysteries of 
human life, War is not the least. As a scourge in the hands of 
Providence, it is truly awful ; but in this, as in all its dispensations, 
good is elicited from ill-— and the moral world, as well as the 
natural atmosphere, is purified by storms. The fiery spirit of mad 
Ambition calls forth the noble ardour of opposing Patriotism to 
repel its unjust invasions. To die is (he common lot of all — but 
thus to die demands our grateful jitlniiration, and an imperishable 
memorial in the annals of the Country thus protected. A nCver- 
fading renown is the stimulus of heroic deeds, and whether the 
hero live or die, his reward is sure. He has the whole world as the 
witness of his achievements— they arc registered in the minds of his 
temporaries, and in the records of history transmitted as 
examples to posterity. The father, the mother, the widow, and 
tiic orphan, of the hero who dies in battle — theirs is the cup of 
mournings but Hirely its bTtteriiess is not unattempered by the 
rcflfecfim^ that he died honourably, in the discharge of his dvAy 
to his ’country and to thc^i. 

Voi. XXXIX.^ 


M M 
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Such are the characters, such the consequences wliich it is our 
occasional task to commemorate ; and as far as our feeble endea- 
Tours can perpetuate, their memory, it is a task we most willingly 
perform ; and more especially so iu the hope of affording in some 
degree the balm of consolation to the wounded hearts of their sur- 
viving families, an effect which we never were moBe desirous of 
accomplishing, lhan in that of the gentleman under our present 
notice ; for few have been so deeply and so often wounded. 

The very name of Neville is warlike, and for centuries back 
have stood foremost with the ^Percys, the Howards, Seymours, 
Musgraves, Montgomeries, &c. infighting the battles of England ; 
of them it may be truly said, that glory was 'their leading star — 
and glory. 

That which kindles souls to great achievements ; 

Til (lie price of danger, toil, and bloodshed ; 

It warms the winter's camp, and turns the flint 
** To a down pillow, for the Soldier's head ! 

Tis a being in the breast of others ; 

Tis the high prize, for which we die with pleasure; 

Since Glortf giveb us, to survive our fate, 

And rise to iaimortaiil3'.*’ 

Martin Neville was a younger son of a gentleman of some 
landed property and most respectable character in the county of 
York. He w'as born in the year 1780, and was at an early age 
induced by a strong inclination, and very probably by the example 
of two of his brothers already in the service, to profess his desire 
of entering into the navy. 

A short time previous to the commencement of the revolutionary 
war, he embarked in the Winchelsea frigate, commanded by Cap- 
tain Fisher, on the Halifax station. In this ship, while yet a b^, 
he was thrown from the mizcn.top, by the falling of the mast, 
and received considerable injury, from which, however, he hap- 
pily recovered. 

From this ship he was taken by (he Hjiiourahle Captain Rod- 
ney onvboard the America, of 71 guns ; under whose patronage 
be afterwards removed into the Ven^:ance, and in her met with 
another accident, having fullni from the poop into the sea. 

After leaving this shi]) (we believe wivpn paid off), he went into 
the St. Albairs, of G4 guns, then bearing the flag of the late 
Admiral Vandeput on the Lisbon station, and accompanied that 
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truly worthy man to the coast of America, who, in 1797, pro^* 
motcd him to the rank of lieutenant in the Thetis frigate ; in 
which ship he served two years with the lion. Captain fnow Sir 
Alesander) Cochrane; and was present and participated in 'the 
victory which that gallant officer, assisted by the Hussar, Captain 
Beresford, gained over a French squadron of hve large armed 
ships, with troops. 

VVhilst in this ship, the Topaze was lying in Jlampton Roads, 
with sails unbent, and under refitment and the squadron under 
the admiral was cruising oil' tin C^ipes of the Chesapeake. One 
night several guns were heard in the offing, and Lieutenant 
Neville volunteered io go in tlie cutter, and ascertain the occasion 
of the firing : it was a cold, blowing night, and he did not re- 
turn until the neat day, when he brought with him the corpse of 
Captain Mouatt, who had died suddenly on board the Assistance, 
and whicli had occd&ioiicd (he firing of minute guns. The whole 
of this rough night Air. Neville haifbecn obliged to lay at a grap- 
nel, during the ebb tide, and in addition to his comfortlesss 
situation, he had the son of the deceased caplain«in his boat, who 
had accompanied his father’s corpse. It may appear but a trifling 
circumstance to ridate, but uUhougli suifering himself from the 
inclemency of the weather, thus exposed to it, he gave up his 
Great coat to the fatherless youth to screen him from the cold — it 
will at least prove a goodness of heart in our young sailor, and 
wc lielieve that to be a linn foundation for a generally good 
character. 

At he end of the year 1798, Mr, Neville returned to England ; 
and just before the Thetis was paid off at Plymouth, being em- 
ployed a-shore in looking after some of the seamen who were 
missing, he received a severe blow on the head from an unknown 
hand, in the dark, which left him nearly senseless, and from 
which it was some time before he recovered. The blow was siip- 
])osed to have been given by sonic one of a set of crimps who 
wished to decoy the men, as he was a great favorite w'ith artl ranks 
in the Tli.elis. * 

ills next appointment was to the Uranic, of 40 guns, Captain 
Fowey, in which he was actively employed in 1800 and 1801, on 
the coasts of France and Spain ; and in the night of the 2 1st of 
July, ISOl, he had an opporlniiity of must bravely distinguishing 
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himself in the boats of that ship, by assisting in the capture of the 
Chevrette French corvette, of 20 guns, which was so gallantly cut 
out from under the Slatteries in Camaret bay, near Brest. 

it " j 

A detailed account of this action has before been given in the 
VI 1th Volume of our Chronicle ; but as to those of our readers 
who may not be in possession of the early volumes of the Chronicle, 
a repetition may be acceptable, we arc inclined thus to avail our- 
bclves of the means of gratifying them, and giving an additional 
Mcgrce of interest to this memoir. . 

“ In the month of July, 1801, a squadron of British frigates, employed 
in watching the enemy's fleet, lay at anchor closot hi with the harbour of 
Brest, far above St. Matihew’s liglit-lmnse. The combined fleets of France 
and Spain were full in their view ; still nearer, and quite open to them, 
was the bay of Cameret, where the Frcnrii national q^rvette La Chevrette 
lay protected by the baiterit s. In tins situation, she was considered by 
the French as no less secure than if she had been in the road of Brest : 
while the effect which this seeiauigly impregnable position had opoii the 
British squadron, was to inspire a wish to cut her out. It w.is resolved by 
the commander of the squadron that this attempt should be made. 
i\ccordingIy, the iboais of the Doris arul Beaulieu, manned entirely by 
volunteers, under the orders of Lieutenant Losack, who had been sent 
from tlie adiniiaPs ship to conduct the enterprise, set out on the night of 
I\Iunday, the 20th of July, to attempt hriiiging out the cor\cttc. But a 
bcparatiun of the boats having taken place, no attempt was made that 
night. Some of the boats having reached the entrance of the bay, lay 
there on their oars till dawn of day, in cxjicctaiion of being joined by the 
rest; and before they got back to the frigates, were unfortunately been 
both from the corvette and from the shore. 

The enemy now concluded, what they had never before imagined, that 
an attack was meditated. Though they judged it a measure of exneme 
fashpess, they were resolved to omit no possible preparntioo. Jii the morn- 
ing of the 21$t they got (he corvette under way, moved her a mile a 
half up the bay, and moored her under the batteries. They put on b%rd 
of her troops from the shore, so th:.t her uumlier of men now amounted to 
nearly 400. The arms iuid ammunition were brought upon,dcck, and the 
great guns were loaded to the npaizle with grape-shot. The batteries were 
prepared ; temporary Redoubts were thrown., up upon the points ; and a 
gun-vessel, with a couple of thirty-t}vo pounders, was moored at the 
entrance of the bay as a guard-bout. Having tukeii tiief^e precautions, they 
in the afternoon displayed a large Fieiicfi ensign aboie an Foghbh one, as 
a signal, of defiance. 

“ All these manoeuvres were well observed from the Beaulieu, the crew 
of which bad sliewed extraordinary ardour to engage in this enterpriM*. 
'J hough they now saw that a most desperate resistance was certain, the 
disuppoiptment which they cxpciicnccd from the fi uitlcss cxpccliiion 
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of the former night, filled them with cngerness to make an effectual 
attempt. Mr. Maxwell, the first lieutenant, who had not been out on the 
night before, and who was ordered on an expeditibn then in agitation, of 
carrying fireships into Brest, gladly embraced this opportunity (»f practising 
his boat’s crew selected on this occasion, preparatory to the grand object, 
and resolved to head his own shipmates in the attack to be made that night. 
This officer, warned by the former failure, resolved to keep his own bouts 
ill close order ; and should a separation of the other boats happen as before, 
through any unfortunate accident, to proceed to the attack with the 
Beaulieu's boats alone. This resolution, so /rongenial to their wishes, ^bis 
shipmates heard with much satisfaction, and employed themselves through 
the day in putting the arms in the best order, particularly in grinding the 
cutlasses to cut the boarding nettings, and other impediuicuts which they 
expected to meet with. 

** When night arrived, six boats, manned witli between eighty and ninety 
officers and men of the Beaulieu, all volunteers, joined, about half-past 
nine, the boats of the Doris, Uranic, and Uobiist ; tbe whole being, as 
before, under the command of Lieutenant l.osac k. The orders which he 
then gave were, to lie-to on their oars, or puli cass, as it was inuch loo soon 
for the attack. About a quarter of an h?)urafttrv\ard‘', Lieutenant Losack, 
with his own boat, acoompanied by some other boats, went in chase of a 
boat fiom tlie shore.* For a considc'-ahle time after he parted compan\, 
the remainder of the boats continued as be left them, lying-to on their 
oars, and sometimes pnllirig easy. Finding he did not return, Mr. Max- 
well, refl‘ rting upon the miscarriage of the preceding night, considering 
that the boats were yet at six miles fioin tbe scene of action, and 
aware of the time requisite to row that distance against a fresh breeze, 
judged it expedient, in order that the enterprise might have the best chance 
of succeeding, to proceed immediately towards the entrance of tfie bay ; a 
situation evidently mon* eligilile for them to lie-to, should this be neces- 
sary, than where they then were. lie, thejcfore, gave way a-head with 
the boats of the Beaulieu ; and the other l)oals I’ollowed his example. As 
they proceeded, tlicy f'crceived the signals of the enemy, both to and from 
the shore ; and at lengih they arrived oH'tbe entrance ol the bay. 

It was now sibout half-past twelve. The moon was sinking beneath 
the horizon. The wind, which for the first part of the night blew right into 
the bay, had been dying away, and it was now a perfect calm. Evciy 
thing concurred to render this the time pt which an attack might made 
wjtii probability of .siiccet»s^ The night was too far advanced to admit o^ 
«iny longer delay ; and iiad the uttempi been deferred till next night, it 
must have been made to grc3at disadvantage, on account of the increasing 
moon, now in the eleventh dify of her age. IJowc'cr, Mr. Losack, and 
the boats which accompanied him, wcie >rill ab^'Cnt. Jo consequence of 
ids absence, thcie was much diilerence of opinion through the remamiiig 


* Supposed to be n look-out boat belonging to the enemy, and therefore oi 
consequence to te seciirccl, •( possible. 
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boats. Many were unrlctcrniincd in what manner to act, whether to go on, 
or to return to tiieir ships. 

" These circumstances were adverted to by Mr. Maxwell, who was now 
the benior officer. lie saw that there remained Imt one way ot' preventing 
a total failure of the enterprise ; and that was, to assume the commaod 
himself, and immediately to proceed to the attack with the boats present, 
lie declared that this was his resolution; he informed the boats of it within 
hail, and despatched a midshipman to those a'Stern, and seemingly return- 
ing, with orders to tlieiii, in the name of Ills JVJajcsty^s service, lo follow 
the- boats of the llcaulicu to |:lie attack. Tliis delenniiiation was received 
With rapture by the volunteers of the Ikaulieu. 

“ About this time, by extraordinary good fortune, a gentle breeze sprung 
up from the south, right out of the hay. This breeze, so auspicious to the 
success of the enterprise, animated the men to cnthiisiasrn. I'o Mr. Max- 
well it dictated a manceiivrc singular and daring. He gave orders, that 
immediately upon bounlmg, while the rest wcie engaged in endeavouring 
to disarm the enemy’s crew on deck, the smartest lopmen of tlie Beaulieu, 
whose qualifications he well knew, should fight their way aloft, and cut the 
sails loope w'ith their cutlasses. He aUo appointed the most trusty hands 
to cut the cable, one of the best in the boats for the helm, and hands 
for the rudder-chains, in case of the tiller-ropes being cut. Having made 
this arrangement for setting the ship adrift instantly upon hoarding, and 
thus taking advantage of the favourable breeze, he gave orders fur the 
charge. 

“ 'I he sky being clear, though the moon was set, they soon came in 
sight of the corvette, and were as soon seen fiom her. The instant she 
hailed, at the distance of four or five cables, she opened a heavy fire of 
musketry from every part of tlie ship, accompanied by showers of grape- 
shot from the great guns. A heavy fire of musketry at the same lime 
commenced from the slioie and batteries, in tlie face of which, the 
lictiulieu’s boats, in the most gallant and iiitiepid maimer, ruslied on to 
the attack, most nobly assisted by those of the Uraiiie, commanded by 
Lieutenant !Ncviilc, who stood up in his boat, cheering and animating his 
men, with the most uiidaunicd bravery, vxhile tlie bullets were fixing about 
their heads like iiail, and many were dropping down, killed or wounded, 
before they came alongside. When they reached the vessel, the Beaulieu’s 
boats boarded on the staihoard bow and quarter; the Uranic’s, one of the 
Rohiislj), and one of the Horis’s, on the larboard bow. The attempt to 
board was most obstinately opposed by the French, armed at all points 
with fire-arms, sabres, 'toiiiakawks, and pikes, who in their turn even 
hoarded the boat<s. 

Notwiilistsmding this obstinate resjst''nce, in the course of which the 
assailants lost all their lircnrins, and had nothing remaining but their 
swords, the boarding w as effected. The men who had been ordered for 
that service, proceeded to fight Ihcir way alui't. In this attempt several of 
them were killed, anti others desperntely wounded ; but the rest perse- 
vered with unparalleled courage. ^Maiiy of iliern, bleeding of their 
wounds, got upon the yards, upon which they were obliged to scramble 
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out with their cutlasses, upon their hands and knees, the foot ropes having 
been all strapped up ; and, surmounting every obstacle, they executed, 
with inconceivable expedition, the arduous service in which they were 
engaged. In less than three minutes after the boats came alongside, in the 
very heat of the conflict, when almost half of the British sailors were killed 
or wounded, and the enemy were three to one against them, down came 
the three top-sails and courses ; the ship at the same time casting, the 
cable being cut outside. • 

The prompt execution of these operations proved decisive. The mo- 
ment the French saw the sails fall, and found themselves, ns if by a mira- 
cle, under way and drifting out, they were.seized with astonishment and 
consternation. Some of them juinpAl overboard, others threw down thehr 
arms, and tumbled down the liatchwayd. Tlie British sailors now soon got 
possession of the (jnartcr-deck and forecastle, which in five minutes after 
boarding were nearly covered with dead bodies. The rest of the enemy, 
having retreated below, kept up h heavy fire of musketry from tlie main- 
deck and up the hatchways. They also frequently set off large trains of 
powder, endeavouring to blow up the quart cr-deck, and throw the British 
into confusion. Tliis obliged the British to divide into two parties. One 
party guarded the liatchways and gangways, and returned the of the 
enemy with their own arms and nmmuriftion. The other party made sail ; 
in order to clear the decks for which, it was necessary for them to throw 
overboard two or three dozen of the Frenchmen who had fallen in the con- 
flict, and also some of their own guWanl companions. * 

“ In the mean lime the breeze was gently drifting the vessel out of the 
bay, the batteries continuing to direct their fire right upon her, ns they 
had done from the time she got under way. Scarcely was she clear of the 
point, from which showers of iiuisUetry anil grape ])layed upon her, when 
it again fell calm. This calm left her still exposed to the fiie of the bat- 
teries. ThoiiLdi she was now free from the danger principally apprehended, 
that of getting on shore, still the two-aiid-thirty- pound shut and shells 
from all direction‘s were flying about through the sliip’s side, masts, sails, 
and rigging. The s^atc of the boats prevented lowing : some of them were 
sunk, others w'ere adrift with killed and wi>unded men, and the rest were 
engaged in towing out these from under the fire of the batteries. Ilowei'cr, 
a light breeze springing up from the iiorrh-east, at length drew lier out. 

The eiigagcniciiC had now lasted npi' anls of two lionrs, though during 
this time the enemy liad kept up a constant fire from the inain-deck and 
from the shore, yet the British seamen managed to set every sail in the 
ship, and had cvifli got t )|>-gaIlaiil-> aids* across. The siiip being now quite 
clear of the batteries, amr our men having twiCc threatened that they 
would give the cncihy no quarter V they coiitinuocl their fire fronr below, 
they at last surrendered tiicMiisc4'e9 piisoners of war. 

About this time some boats wcie perceived cniiimg from the direction 
of Brest, which accordingly were sn>pectod to be enemies. Mr. Maxwell, 
therefore, immediately prcptficd for a new conflict, and had the sides of 
the ship man nod with pikes and arms to defend her. But on nearer 
approach, tlase were found to be tljc boats which had not been present 
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during the action^ and with them Mr. Loback, to wliom Mr. MaKwell then 
resigned the command. 

The morning’s dawn displayed a dreadful scene of carnage, and at the 
same time, close to the scene of action, the harbour of Brest, with the 
cooibined fleets of France and Spa*n ; and to the enemy the mortifying 
sight of one of their ships of war brought out in their immediate presence, 
from a position deemed impregnable, and sailing down to join the British 
frigates. 

Tlius terminated an enterprise, which in this species of wt^fare may 
saihiy be pronounced to be without a parallel. In the present war, many 
ships of the enemy have, witj! the greatest gallantry, been boarded and cut 
f)ut by the meritorious British seamen; hut the cutting out of the Chevretlc 
is distinguished from all similar achievements hy several material circum- 
stances. The enemy were not taken by surprise ; they expected an attack, 
they prepared themselves for it, and they defied it;* not only the vessel, hut 
the batteries on slime, which protected lier, were in readiness and on their 
guard ; the Britisw soatnen were exposed to a severe fire both from the 
ship and Irom the shore, before they came alongside ; they then fought 
their way up the sides of a vessel full of men, armed with every kind of 
weapon calculated to resist their attempt ; having succeeded in hoarding, 
they at once contended with an O/icmy three times their number, and made 
themselyp masters of tlie rigging, and got ilie vessel under way ; exposed 
to a dfhadful fire from the numerous surrounding batieries, and ficcupied 
with the conflict f»'ithin, tliry In ought her out in the night, out of a road- 
stead narrow and clitficult; all this was done in the presence of the grand 
fleet of the enemy ; it was done hy nine boats out of fifteen, which origi- 
nally set out upon the expedition ; it was done under the conduct of an 
officer, who, in ilip absence of the per$>uii appointed to command, imclcr- 
look it upon his own responsibility, and whose Intrepidity, judgnierit, and 
presence of mind, seconded hy the wonderful exertions of rfie officers and 
inejii under his cummniid, succeeded in effecting an enterprise, w'nich, by 
those reflect upon its peculiar circumsiances, will ever be regarded 
with astonishment. 

Total of the English killed W 


Wounded 07 

Missing 1 


“Total of the French killed.— First captain, two lieutenant*, three mid- 
fdiipmcn, one lieutenant of the troops, with eighty-five seamen and troiips* 

“ Woumied. — One lieutenant; four midshipmen, wdih fifty-seven sea» 
men and troops.” ^ 

Snrh was ilic action in which Mr. Neville bore a very active and 
honorable p.'irl, and was mentioned in terms of duo praise by 
L'.eiiicnant Keith Maxwell, who headed the enterprise. He suf- 
fered long from the severe wounds he received, and in the mean 
nhile the war was brought to a clofc by the treaty of Amiens. 
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In the year 1802, his services were rewarded by a commandci^’s 
cornmission, and a short time previous to the rupture of the peace, 
he was appointed to the Port Mahon sloop of war, in which he 
was subsequently ordered to sail with despatches to the West 
Indies ; from whence, it was his destiny neyer to return J He 
joined Commodore Hood at Tobago, on the very morning. of his 
arrival there with a force for its reduction, and being haileef to’ 
silence a small fort which fired briskly on the fleet, he stood close 
in, and having poured throe quick and well-told broadsides intc^ 
it, jumped a-shore at the head of j)art of his crew, and struck' 
the French colours, hoisting the British in their stead— -in the 
style of the brave l^aulkiior, at Fort Royal, Martinico, some 
years before. H ^ 

Commodore Hood (than whom there could be a better offi« 
ccr, or more adequate and impartial judge of merit) was so highljr 
pleased with the conduct of Captain Neville, thathe sentf^rhitn, 
and asked him what he could do to show his sense of it. Captafn 
Ncvillcj, had a younger brother in the Port Mahon, as master’s' 
mate, and the commodore iinmcdiately took him into the Centaur 
on promotion. 

The period was now arrived when his services were shortly to 
terminate in this world for ever, lie was ordered to Jamaica 
with despatches from England, and with an order from the AdmU 
rally for his own promotion to post rank, on a vacancy ; but this 
object of his wishes he did not live to accomplish, for after being 
a short time on the Jamaica station, he fell a sacrifice to the cli. 
mate, and died at Honduras in his 23d year, when taking his turn 
of protecting the English settlers employed in wood-cutting there. 

'j,'he early period at which this gentleman was cut off, and the 
comparatively high rank which he had attained, speaks volumes as 
to his merit to say therefore that he was foremost in danger, 
cool and deternuned in action, possessed of greatness, kindness, 
and urbanity — in short, *that he was the heim and the gentleman, 
may be thought superfluous, when wc compare his professional 
rank with the premature at vshicli he died; for it docs not 
appear that his promotion was in any stage effected by family 
interest, although it mustibc confessed that few families have been 
eo wholly devoted to the public service of their country. 

jaab. Vlijron Vol.XXXIX. * n n 
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> Oi]^B Nerilk WAS the fifth ton whose prematnre fate h!s father 
m fo Appbre— died in the iomce of their King and 
: one^ an officer in the Queen's regiment, was killed 
board the Qneen Charlotte on the let of June ; another 
mt the siege of Bastia in the 90th regiment ; and two others in the 
aaty fell like the subject of this honorable record, by ruthless 
Nor, alas ! was the youngest spared. — A sixth and last 
JNeriJle fell also I-^fell in the heat of battle. As we hare before 
mentiooed, this youth was remoTed from the Port Mahon sloop 
into the Centaur, Commodore Hood's ship, and was by him pro« 
Bioted to the rank of lieutenant, and was killed at Martinico, in 
)804, while attempting to storm one of the batteries under shelter 
of which some pwateeri had taken refuge. 

Thus perisheo^hese six brare brothers, three by disease, and 
ihree In battle ; most cordially do we sympathise with their renera- 
Ue parents, if they still surTi%e— e/ requie&cani in pace* 

And are there any rclatirea of this dcroted family in either army 
or nayy, unpromoted or unprotected from an obscurity of condi- 
tion? If there, be, let a portion of those rewards which would 
bare infallibly been conferred on this honorable band of brothers, 
bad they not so prematurely perished, be transferred to them* 


NAUTICAL ANECDOTES AND SELECTIONS. 

AllCTIC EXPEDltlOI7, AND TUE EaQUlMAVX. 

I N consequence of its having been understood, that the four vessels, des- 
tined for these important expeditions, were to sail on ihe 1st of April, 
from Deptford, great numbers of people thronged there at an earlj hour, 
to witness an equipment that haf excited such an unconmion degree of pub- 
lic interest. The visitors, however, were disappointed ; a sharp wmd, 
which blew from the north-east, rendered it not dcsirabKd for any large 
tcssel drop down the river during a neap tide, and^ihe sailing of the 
vessels was, therefore, postponed to another *day. The Etqunnaux^ wlys 
bas already been so much celebrated for Ins astouishing exploits, x^as 
to have given another specimen of hi^ surprising perfunnance. Lord 
Chstlereagh, Lord Yai mouth, the Bishop of Winchester, the Btsla^ 
|bf CMloifd, Mr. Groker, and several other persons of distinction, went don n 
to ]Deptford,by particular appointment. They proceeded from the dock* 
yard, accompanied by the commissioner, and went on board the Isabella, 
where they waited for a long tiipe, fo anxious expectation of seeing this 
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UMive of the Arctic region^ eomiBCttce hit operations ; but eipericmMld % 
sad disappointment. The Esquimaux having gone on shore that morai^ 
was accosted by a man from London (some say that he was a JewJi^ ^hqi 
after representing to him the dangers o( the cxpedittoti he was about to em^ 
bark in, and the liberty he possessed 6f disposing of his person in wbatbrlsr 
manner he cliose, held out to him (probably without any authority) a pro* 
mise of several thousand pounds, if he would quit the ship, and exhibit 
himself at one of the minor theatres. His pride and bis prospects havipg 
experienced this momentary elevation, while his brain was nearly intoxicated 
by copious draughts of grog, he came on board the ship, swaggered about 
tliedeck, boasted of his importance and .his promised wealth, and obati- 
uately refused to exhibit bimself in [\\% humble canoe. TIm officers, anxioiis 
to gratify their distinguislied visitors, made use of entreatieSi proiuiseSf 
and even tlireats ; but, ah to no purpose. Lord Casdereagh and others 
offered him a handsome sum, on condition that he should commence his 
operations, Init the offer was rejected. The noble visors were, therefore, 
obliged to return to town without having their curiosity satishedi About 
10,000 spectators, who crotyded the decks of the surrounding vessels, expe- 
rienced a similar disappoiiuineni. The officers of the expedition now 
began to entertain serious apprclieiistona lest they should lose a pemon from 
wiioDi they expected to deriv'e many advantages in ht4 character of inter- 
preter between them and the inhabitants of the sliore bordering on Davix’ 
Straits. They, however, used no compulsion or restraint, but left him to 
the exercise of his own judgment, after proper remonstrances ; and on 
the follow ing morning he quietly submitted to alJ the regulations that hod 
been previously prescribed to him, expressed great sorrow for his obstinacy 
aud disobedience, as well as liis determination to continue witli the expedi- 
tion on its outward and homeward voyage ; and is now on board the 
Isabella, where, in consequence of an Admiralty order, no stranger muss 
come near iiim. 

9 

COMMODORE PERRY, OF THE AMERICAN NAVY. 

It appears from the American papers, that a qutirrdl^has arisen among 
the naval officers of the American squadron in the Mediterranean. Com* 
niodore f’erry * is accused of having struck a Captain Heath, of the ma- 
rines, and two or three courts martial have been held. It has become even 
an affair of party, and the different officers of the squadron have ranged 
themselves on different sides. At lengthy a memorial from the disameted 
officers was pre^ted to Congress; bu( a Committee who was appointed 
^ to report upon ‘it, stated, *'^tlmt no measures were proper to be taken by 
Xioiigress on the subject An Aqtertcan journalist makes the following 
remarks upon the subject : — ** No squadron ought to be suffered, for many 
months tugeiher, to remain up^u any station, in active service. Particu- 
larly should this be avoided in the spft, luxurious, and e^rvating of 

• 5>ee James's Account of the Chief Nava], Ocpp^nces between Great Britain 

and the United States of America, pubtidied by KgertoUi Wbitvliail* 
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the Mediterraneai). It was there Csesar wasted a wliolc year in volaptuntp* 
stud disgraceful dalliance with the bo4%itching Cleopatra; it was there that 
^dthony was shorn of hislionours; it was there that the dauntless Nelson 
'sunlc beneath the sorcery of a syreiv*s charms. If a squadron inustro kdpt 
in those seas, it should be frequently relieved. Active service, and tiie 
Invigorating breezes of our western air, will do more to correct arrogance 
on one side, and insubordination on the other, tiian ull the laws winch can 
be cfnacred, or all the courts-martial than can be held. 

I 

EARTHQUAKE IN SICILY. 

Os the 20th February, 1818, in a season the most mild and line, a strong 
shock of an earthquake shook all the regions in the vicinity of .F.toa, eien 
to the extremity of CalaViria. The city of Messina suffered nothing; but 
at Catania the damage IS immense.— [Catania lies at the foot of Mount 
JiUna, as is implied by its ancient name, lCar-/Etna. It was destroyed in 
1699, by an irruption of the mountain, during which the lava ran over the 
.walls of the city.] A great part of the cathedral and college has fallen 
down ; and many ecclesiastics have perished under the rums. All the 
inhabitants, struck with dread, abandoned tlie city, and are diKpcrsed 
among the neighbouring villages. The churches of Aci-Caicivti have been 
damaged ; an entire moiiastciy InTs fulleii down, and buried many priests. 
At Zatfarana, when the people %vcre nssetnhled for divine service, the 
vault of the church feli down, and crushed the preaclier, and 50 mdividii* 
Ills. All the tillages near ,^tiiahavc been more or less ruined. The houses 
are all opened, cracked, or destroyed ; nevertheless, as they aie light 
buildings, it is said only GO persons have perished. The village of Masca* 
^uccia exists no more ; the vineyards and the gardens have been over- 
■turned ; the sea, in several places, has broken over its hanks, and has 
caused much damage. 

The earthquake extended oner the whole isl.ind ; P.tlcrmo cxpeiienced a 
slight shock ; and several villages sufficed coiiJiiderahle (iarrage. In the 
state of the Duke of Misterbiaiicu, seven columns of water were observed 
to spout from the earth nil at once, but they disappeared with the same 
r ipidity iti fifteen minutes afterwards. Accounts from Genoa state, tfiat 
.s<:veral sliocks were felt among the Appenincs. 

S1EAM BOATS. 

Mr. Birkblck observes, that the time is fast approaching when the 
^rand intercourse with Europe will not be at present ihiongh F.astern 
Arncnci?, bin through the great riv*ers that communicatcHiy the Missisnippi 
with the ocean. The ujAvard navigation of these rivers i.s already coming 
under the controul of die steam-boat, ah invention which promises to he 
of incalculable advantage to this new world. The average progress of the 
eteam-hoars, heavily laden, against the stream, is about 60 miles per day. 
Xlieir lading upwards consists of dry goods, pottery, cotton, sugars, wines, 
liquors, salted 6sh, ‘&c. nod downwards of grain, flour, tobacco, bocon, 
2cc. At present, about 2# of the^e vessels, from 50 to 400 tons burthen, 
«re navigating these iiVers : they are built at Piiubourg, and the machinery 
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ia prepared at the iron-works there. From New Orleans Jo Shawnee 
Town, oil the Ohio, a dibiunce of 1'JUO miles, the voyage upwards may be 
performed in 20 days ; and this town is 45 miles from Mr. B.’s settlement, 
wHih wiiich it has communication by the Wabasii, a navigable 1*iver in its 
immediate vicinity. Those who have witnessed the extensive applic(ttioti 
of B^cam to the navigation of tl4 western waters of Scotland, and the 
dcBpatch, regularity, and securtty of tills mode of conieynnce, will be able 
to appretinte its benefits as adopted in the iiilund navigation of America. 
More than 20 vessels of this description navigaud ilie Clyde during the 
summer; some of whii h performed the voyage from Glasgow to fnvernry, 
partly through a stormy sea, in 1(i hours, a yircuitoiis route of I jO miles; 
and touching with ific punctuality nf*a mail coach at various places in their 
course to lake in passengers. No seriotis aiTident has orcuned since their 
introduction, which is^more than two \rars. Toe secret of security con- 
sists in using large steam engines of great power and small pressure, if 
the boilers of casi-iron should in any part give way, apiece of cloth is 
tinnly wedged into the hole, and the vessels proceed wiihout any danger or 
mconvenieiiCG to the passengers. 

ntSStAN CONSUL A 'IE. 

• 

(Circuhf?,) March 1818. 

The, undersigned llussinn Consul-general has just now been olbcially 
luforiiied, that, although the estahlidimcnt of a Port Franc (free port) at 
Odessa was made known to ail Forope ten months ago, the’ epoch, how- 
ever, of the opening of that port is still uncertain. The* immense works 
required by the fonning (d’ the moat, and the barriers which arc to surround 
tlie city at a distance of i, 5, and 6*veists, do not peiniit the hope that 
the Port Franc can be opened before the month of September next. It 
being possible that many incrciiants, thinking that the Port Franc is 
already open, may send to Odessa goods probibiied, aii.i thus expose them- 
selves to considerable loss, or at least to the prciudif ial delay of selling 
them. In order to avoid all siirli incmivemcncios, the undersigiieil ig 
authorised to advertise to the commercial public, that care will be taken 
in giving due notice of the fixed epoch wlien the Port Franc will he 
opened. 

(Signed) tjf. ^}e 

(CiVcM^trt • London^ March 25, J818. 

The undersigned Russian Gonsul-general, in ordijr to fulfil tlie commands 
of his government, hereby makes Unown to the British ppblic, aii^toall 
person or persons to whom it majr concern — 

That notwithstanding the quarantine regulations of the 25th of May, 
1816, have been published in this kingdom of Gieat Britain and Ireland, 
Borne foreign vessels, hound tfi the Russian ports, both in the Baltic and -in 
the White Sea, have appeared, without having Jp’ought the necessary cer- 
tificates from Ehineur; of their being free from epidetnicai disorder. The 
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positive news of Algerine conairiy having the plague on hoardl, stopping 
and visiting all vessels they meet witb^ has induced the Imperial Gpvgruo 
iiienL with tlie supreme approbation of his Imperial Majesty die Emperur^ 
to adopt ittiditional measures for preserving the empire from any%ifld #f 
iiifestious disorders. 

1st. — That with respect to vessels coming to the Russian ports without 
being furnished with certiheates, required hy the regulpiionsof flie^B^th 
May,'181G, will be proceeded with in the strictest confoynbiy to thesnmes 
whereof the foreign merehaiita will be informed by tlie Imperial AmbnSsa* 
dors and Consuls. ^ 

2d.— That the marine mitiister has to observe, that all ships or vessels 
coining into tliu Baliici and bound to Russian ports, without producin t 
die necessary certificates of^ the Danish quarantine, will not be admitted 
under any pretext whatsoever, but sent back under, a milicury escort. 

3d.— That all quarantine Agents, as well as the Commissioners Vif Ports, 
and tlie coast Commanders, have got new instructions with respect to die 
most rigorous observation, that no vessel whatsoever, which may have 
been su^ect to the visit of the corsairs, and have not been duly purified 
under quarantine, will be allowed to proceed to the Russian ports. 

(Signed) ^)e ^)uSatc^e^Jty. 

VISIT OF THF. LORDS OF TUE ADMIRALTY TO TUE EXPEDITION lUIPS. 

On April 4, 1818, Viscount Melville, accompanied by Sir O. War-^ 
rr nder, and Adniiml Sir G. Moore and Sir J. Yorke, Barts, arrived at 
Deptford Dock-yard, where they were received by Commissioner Cunning* 
imm, the ofiicers of the Dock-yard; '^nd Captains Ross and Buchan, aud 
immediately wont on board the vessels bonnd to the Arctic regions. Tiiev 
were received with the usual honours, and proceeded to inspect the equip- 
ment of the vessels in every port. The Esquimaux went through his 
various exercises witli liis canoe, and displayed his dexterity in throwing 
his darts, &c. Viscount Melville and the other gentlemen returned to town 
in the evening. The vessels dropped down the river yesterday. 

The ballast consists entirely of coals, and the Isabella and Dorothea have 
each nearly 100 chaldrons ou board ; and the others as much as they can 
stow away. Meats of every description that can be preserved are on board, 
os also large supplies of portable soups ; with extensive ^assortments ol 
woollens, kerseys, and all sorta of warm clothing. Th^, vessels are pro- 
vided with ice bouts, an^d fishing-geer for catrhing whales* Captain Hoss 
gilts ug Davis’s Strait as high as 72 ; when he will endeavour to proceed 
to the westward, by n hich-ever direction circumstances may point out as 
most practicable. Captain Buebun goes direct fur the Pole ; aud, if ho 
reaches there, will take such course as events will allow him fur Rhering’s 
Straits, which is also die object of Captain R,oss, Some experienced navi- 
gators of the Greenland are on board, to act as pilots in the ice ; as 
also nitronomenii and other Bcieutific gentlemen, to assist the naval 
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nffioeri* In the event of the ships returning, they are to bring home each 
a QiBi'go of blubber for the owners, in iron tanks, by which a saving to 

govdrhqipnt od the hire of the vessels to nearly 10,000/. will be effect^). 

.a . ' , 

DEPARTURE OF EXPEDITION SHIPS. 

The^ vessels 'Wqiiipped for the Northern Expedition have sailed. May 
(lieyi^tuni safefy^nd successfully ! That they WBl bring home consideDible 
additions to the^KtOck of useful and exalting knowledge, may he reasorilbly 
hoped ; and this alone is sufficient to justify the enterprise. To aim at a 
more perfect knowledge of^tlie world, in which we are placed, may be con- 
sidered as one of the duties of those, who are qualified by previous advances 
to search for such attainments. Progress iit knowledge seems to be one of 
the ends of our existepce. It niultiplioB the means of happiness; and 
knowkdj^c of this sort, though considerable qualifications be necessary in 
those who would make additions to it, is afterwards limited to no particular 
ch'ss; it is easily communicated to all. Such additions have also a moral 
effect, heyond that of promoting iuRoceiit .pleasure,— they leack to new 
contemplations of the wonderful works of the Creator, and, although the 
minutest flowers and insects be as much miracles to us as the staritand the 
8un«*the existence, or, at least, the for/hation of either being absolutely 
beyond human comprehension— yet familiarity weakens the impression of 
every ot>ject of sense, and the discovery of one new effect of infinite power 
is more touching to our minds than the continuance of a thousand old ones. 
These benefits we expect frain the present expeditions. Of any other we 
have very little hope. Supposing tbe great plain of ice, which barred the 
North West Passage, to be broken i^way by some sudden cause, is it not 
reasonable to calculate upon its re*accumuLation ? Supposing the polar 
basin to be passaLilc by vessels purposely equipped for the discovery, is such 
a passage one of wliich merchant ships can be prepared to avail themselves ? 
Can such routes to given spots, though they be the nearest, be also the 
best, or those which vessels will ever take, except for purposes of curiosity ? 
Wilt the mere chance of saving distance, at the risk of losing months, lead 
ordinary navigators to the regions, where 

** Pale suns unfelt, at di.vtance roll away. 

And on Ih* imjiassive ice the lightnings play ^ 

That it will not, is no reason, against tbe expeditions ; but it is due to the 
enteipriaiiig n^pn, now just left us, to acknowledge what it is, that ought 
not to be expecteiiiwr them— to ascertain* what is success— and to prevent 
it from being considered as failure. » 

POLAR ICE. 

* 

The following postscript is'added to the journal of the brig Jemiina, 
which sailed last summer from London to Labrador, on the Moravian 
Mission The captain and mate report, that though for these three 
years past they have met with an unusual quantity of ice on the coast of 
Labfadur/yet in no one year since thp commencement of the mission, in 
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1769,^ has it appeared so dreadfully on the increa*ie. The colour likevrise 
of this year’s ice was dilfcMetit fiom that usually seen, and the size of the 
icc-dloiintains and thickness of the fields immense, with sand stoneii 
imbedded in them. As a jjrcat part of the coa^t of Grcpnliii)d, which fitir 
centuries has been choaked up with iccj^^pparently immoveable, has, by 
some revolution, been cleared, perhaps^is may account for the great 
quantity alluded to.” # 


nUOKAPARTE. 


The following extract of a leuerfrom St. Helena lias been obligingly sent 
to us 

^ Si. Helena f Janua}y 26, 1B18. 

“ Buonaparte’s regwictt ahno^t confounds our crlciilaiions of tlie mate- 
rials of which lie is composed — ‘^o opposed does he appear to be to his for- 
mer haby.s of life. He has not pat-srd liie thresiiold of ]iii, house these four 
iiionths : llio consequence is, h.s legs aic sv\oiipn, l.is corpulency fast 
iiicreas||| he cannot help coinpluining of h.uing a iDo^^t painful pnlpitation 
at the heart, and his couniPiiance is cxticmriy pallid. Ihs sullen, aiisicro 
^^inaiintT'aliuts out all descriptions of persons ; he refused to see the admiral 
(Plampin) a day or tv.o smicc, (ivneral .Montholou '^nh()‘'C wile has lately 
been delivered of a bnv), wt arc ( 1.1,’lattiy hinlcd to i»i^ Lnpcrial mastiT, 
that he had half-a mind to go to F.nuipv ; when Hnoiivipa' tc replied — * You 
have always hitlierlo |;r»* rl y)ui‘.v if div/ucd tonic'; v.ait twelve months 
‘^longoi, and thou you will KUiru wiJi h moor, (or I sh.dl hy that rime be 
no iolfgor a trouble to any one.' Ciita.o it is, that bis lu tdih is become in 
a eery pfLcaiions state.” 


EXTRACT or A.v INTLliESlIXG lEriLK FROM DN BOARD Till: AKTELOPE, 

or 50 Gt’ns. 

St. KiU\s, November 8M, 1817, 

Since my last letter to you, sve have undergone great varieties of 
weather, and were out in the hurrir.tne whidi took place on the 21st of 
October ; and as many repoits have gone abroad from some of the West 
India I^'lands, that we were lost, I embrace the (irst opportunity to tell you 
of our being safe, as are all the stiqu of Admiral Harvey's squadron ; but 
the Antelope has escaped in a most -.niraculous manner. VVe were lying at 
St. Lucia quietly at anchor the day before the hurricane caLie on, and got 
under ^ail for Bai badues (as was'^uiir intention) about l^v,n in the morning 
of the 20ih, it being fii*i‘e vveaiiier. At 12 o’clock the night following, the 
iSffittcr^'jl the watch. Lieutenant ■ hailed the master, and said the 

wind had conic round to the iiorth'east„ which was ic'ry unusual in this 
climate, where casierly wiikU preiail all through the year, and that the 
weather appeared to he coining on bad. The Admiral, and Captain Snyer, 
were iinmcdiatrly on deck ; we look in all a>ur sail, except the foresail, 
whicti was reeved; got the top gnilaiit-masts upon deck, and prepnrid for 
the worat. At three iii the morning of the ^Ist, it blew very hard at wes^ 
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with prorliirious hrnvy rain ; :it four btill liartlcr ; took in our fore^sail, and 
brought her to, uiuier a ti y.bail, double reeved, at seven yet itarder, when a 
sea carae and carried away one of our boats from the stern; at JO o'clock, it 
bltw a perfect Ijui ricanc, beyond what an^ of us had ever witnessed ; however, 
th(> ship lay very quiet, and behaved very well ; but from the heaviness o^ the 
sea, and quaiii/iy of rain, with tlKe iimiictise force of wind and water, all 
onr cabins ucre filled. At fiooii the storm ahat^; and at 3 P.M. it u 9 
quite moderate, and made sail afiain. 1 call the cscapeM)f the ship,*and 
all on board, reiraewlons; iKctiiipe, if we had remained at St. Lucia oae day 
loiiL^er, not an 'tom of her would have reninincrl, nothing could have saved 
us from total shipwreek ; every vessel wc left there was lost : the town, 
barracks, and hmldmiis of every soil destroyed ; the Oovcrnor-genepal, 
Seymour, a most worthy man, and ino^t trf his family, killed; and Major 
Tjijrdett, and Ins wile lyul child, aUo hnried imder die luins.of his house, 
^^’e vi'^ifed the isl md ai;;'Lin a fortnight after, and the scene presenicd to us 
was such as iny pen cannot di sci ihe; the poor inhabitants without houses, 
shelter, or clothe*', even for the sick, many of whom were compelled to lay 
out in the r.iie ; the solihers and others were obliged to lay down hold- 
ing by the glass, or any thing they could get, to pieicnt ihtir henvg bloivn 
nway : tins may appear strange, yet such wiis tlic fact, so cxccssixc^was the >; 
force of the wind. 'Mic vessels were alsif driven to sta» or a-shore at Mar- 
tinico, Dominica, and St. X’lnccnt's ; hut no damage was sustained to 
houses or buildings, although the crops have snnfercd ; very fortunately all 
onr little •'qiiadron; n;. the Scamandcr frigate, (aiptaifi Elliot, Childers 
sloop, Captain Wvstropp, and Drazen, Captain Stilling, arc safe; tho 
fatal qisi of October will be felt by the St. Lucians us long as they live. 

CATlAfN WUKIIAT ..lAWVET L, R.N. 

fi will he rpri.’dfctid that this gallant oniror coiivr-ycd Lord Amherst and 
the I'hnhassv to China, in the Alceste fiigato, aflerwanls unfortunately 
lost, by ‘•Hiking on a ledge of buiikcn rocks 111 t!<c Stiaits ol Caspar. Oo 
jirotcediiiL up the Sliva to Canton, to take ilic Embassy on board after its 
iiMsncccssfuI icrinination, it will be recollected that the ship was fned at by 
ll»c Chinese batteries, and ihiUoncor two well told and dt strut tive broadsides 
from the Alceste siltiiccd them most completely : on that occa.iioij, when 
lie was obliged, however relucianrly, to fiie on them, ho fired the first shot 
uUfi fiis arm fttiud, th.it 111 1 he event of the (.’hiiiefe demanding those wlio 
actually fired, ^instead of those who 01 dored, and of seizing an innocent 
person, lie nught^,^iy place himself in Cjie situation of being individually 
responsible for all consequences. ^ 

^/riiis cncumstance is so lioiiorabli! tvi Captain Maxwell, that the record 
of it is no more than an act of justice due lo that gentlemen’s biave and 
humane character. 


Ociu Voi. XXXIX. 


o • 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


S/iivs in Conmi&nion Ut 

Letter IV. 


y, 1818. 


MR. EDITOR, 

H aving in former letters adverted to the rediiced^tate of the British 
I hme now thought it right to include a statement of it ns it 
now stands, and also one of its amount and distribution in 1813; from 
which it will be obvious, that we had more ships of the line actually in 
commission in that year, than we now have on our lists ; and that our num* 
ber of that class of ships (of the line) has very nearly decreased one-hnlj] 
leaving us at present with onlyone hundred sail fit fur service. Being quite 
aware t|i%t our navy cannot he rc-crcatcd or rc* built in one year, hut that 
it must Le the work of a series of years, and that our force must he 
'’greatly iwereased to preserve our naval dominion and supremacy, at least 
by the addition of fifh/ sail of tl.j line, exclusive of those now building, 
and the samcniumber of lar^^e frigates, of from 50 to (50 guns; it certainly 
would neither he just nor dect)rous to thiow out any reflection on those at 
the head of the naval department, on account of its present stale of reduc- 
tion ; for uhhough it must be their duty, and it is an imperative one, to 
bring It into a hetler and more formidable state, by iiicreasmg its number, 
force, and power; yet it was owing to circumstances over which they had 
no sufficicuf control, that so many slnpb were fouiul decayed, and unfit 
for fanner service at the end of the war; t/ichc s/tips having been either 
prizes, or built rapidly for urgent and immediate service, of green and im- 
proper wood. I mean not therefore to say one word io dispraise of those 
in power; hut on ihocoiUrarv, to mcniton, witfi sincere satisfaction, tliat 
wjfhin the present year ciLiit ships of tlic line, 81*s, on the American plan, 
and tweniv new frigates, 40’.s, have been ordered to be built, wliicii 
clearly prous the anxiety of the L’l-ds of the Admiralty to proceed as 
quickly ai possible in re-construcling our navy. 1 would therefore only 
once mort earnestly call their attention to the policy and necehsity of dili- 
gently pc; The limber from luily will afford mateiials, w'0*iia\e 

dock-yards and carpcnicrs, and the privuic yards tan assist, if nccessaiy ; 
for we have much to do, and even* with tlie ex< rlion ot' .v;; utmost powers, 
it will require llirec yvars to cnahh; us lo'laimeh the ships wcw on the 
stocks*; but 1 trust this work will proceed wiih \ignor, that every ship will 
be filled, and that ships of larger dimensjons and powtis willhencerorlh 
continue to he^built ; so that, in case of a iicw- war, we may he prcpaicd 
for any enemy ; for it is the most dangerous and miserable [ioImv to delny 
prcpaiing adequate means of defence, until the iiiumcnt when they ought 
to be ready for effectual use. 
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HOME STATIONS. 

Guard Ships and Channel Cruizcrs, 

Ships, Guns, CoiumanJen, Stations. 


Rochforr 80 — ■ 

Vcngcur 74 

Spencer - 74 — 

Superlj 74 

Bulwarlw 74 / 


Sir A. C. Dirkson. 
Tlioinub A!r\aiwlcr. 
W. R., Broughton. 
Churlcs Kkiiis. 


Nortliumbtrland 
Severn .... 


( Renr adrAirnrt Sir C. Rowley 
\Captaui r. Graves. 

— — James Walker. 
William M‘Cullocb, 


Plymouth. 

Portsmouth, 

Ditto, 

Plymouth, 

Difto, 

S/icerncss, 


Tiber 

40 

J. R. Dncies. 

Purlsmoulh. 

* Spartan 

, 40 



riorida 

. 24 

— C. S. J. llawtayne. 

'‘Sheerness, 

* Erne 

, 24 

— T. Seri veil. 

Plymouth^* 

* Eavorito... 

24 

— — 111 Robinson. 

Deptford. 

Loc 

2A 

— J. Pascoe. 

Plymouth, 

PromCiiieiis ...... 

18 

— — C. R. Moorsom, 

Sp it head 9 

Alert 

, 18 

— — J. Siiml), • 

Portsmouth, 

Rosario ......... 

. 14 

T. L. Peake. 

Ditto. . 

.MUin 

, 14 

— — 11 . Patten. 

Plymouth* 

Biitoniart 

. 10 

■ ■ ■— lion. G. J, Perceval. 

Ditto. 

Cadmus 

10 

— — J. Gedge. 

Shcerness. 

Hope 

10 

11. V. .lauiiccy. 

Portsmouth. 

Pilie+ 

10 

D. Ilucliaii. 

Ditto. 

Shamrock 

10 

M. White (’surveying 

vessel). 

s 

t 

1 

■ 

■ 

f 

1 

1 

• 

10 

J.iefetenant W, P. (h’okc. 

Ply month* 

Pioneer 

10 

J. W. Rouse. 

Shecrncss* 

(berian 

10 

If. Jexvrv. 

Portsmouth* 

Sea Lark 

10 

P. llolpiinn. 

Ph/mouth, 

Surly 

0 

• J. (a) U,ll. 

Sheenicss, 

Dwarf 

10 


Plymouth. 

Swan 

8 


Stuernas,. 

• 


Ships lately paid off'. 

0 

"Tigris 

. 4? 

Captain IJcmlersori! 


Ipliigcniu 

- 42 

• — Taiicock. 

• 

Melville 

. 74 

— Pemberton. 

a 



* Filling for foreign siatious. 

+ Appointed to sail on voya^jc of discovery to Davis’ Straits*— Captain J.Ross 
goeh to Gicculand. 

^ a • 
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Coast of Scotland, 

Ships. Guns. Com/randcrs. 

Rainilies f Rear-ndminil W. J. Hope. 

» "" t Captain 'f’lioinji'j fjoys. 

Istcp 4 '2 - — Tliomiib ]'»»rrc«>t, 

Nimrod i8 J. W. Dailiiij;. 

Dn\er 16 C. II. Reid. 

Cherokee 10 T. tMiurli. 

Swinj^cT 12 Lieutciin-it. J. ]\Hirl»el!. 

Martial 12 R. ]\J‘R!rdy. 

Coast if Jr eland. 

Tonnant . Hf ai-achnirnl Sir Rn jijmiii llallowell. 

. ...... i. j j "p.jiloiir. , 

Talinouth 20 G.F. Rich. 

Cyrus 20 W.F. Carrol. 

lleion 18 H. R. Powell. 

Mutine .......... 18 William Saraenr. 

Helicon 13 A. R Rranch. 

Pandorsf 13 G. A'l. Jones. 

Pictou 16 Liculciiant James Morgan. 

Musv'jucdobct 10 — Joseph Grifttihs. 

, Ships latrlj/ Ctwimissionid. 

Iphigoriia ........ 46 Captain Hyde Parker, 

Coiiliancc ........ 18 A. Montgomery. 

Harlequin 18 A. B. Branch. 

Ferret 12 W. U. Pcitman, 

iShips Jit ling out, 

IJvcrpool .">0 Captain F. A, Collier. 

Spartan 46 F. Wi^e. 

Topaze 46 Hon. Wm. Gordon. 

Eden 26 F, JL. I,ocli. 

Tees .... 26 - ■ — A L Kenny. 

Spey 20 J. K. White. 

Curlew 18 — - — William Walpole. 

Carnation ... 18 lion. John Gordon. 

Grasshopper ...... 13 ■ — Henry Forbes. 

Sappho ...... 18 — — — .T. 11. Plumridgc-. 

Drake ...... 10 Henry SlnlTner, 

Dotterel 10 NV illiam llamsdcn. 


Albion 
Glasgow . 


rouricx siai*iO\s. 
d\ieiUtiTrancnn. 

TRear tidniiral Sir C. P. Penrose. 
\ Captain J. Coude. 

50 " Hon. A, Maitland', 
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Ships 
Ta^us ... 
Mynnidoii - 
(^aiiyuiecle . 
Wasp ... 
Satellite . . - 
Aid 


Conqueror 

Pha*lon .. 
Eurydice 
Jlacunii .. 
Mlibquito 
Podar^us 
Giifiiri .. 
Pedpole.. 
Leveret .. 


Minder^--. 

Orlando . . . 
Magicieniie 
Conuav - 
'Fowev - - . 
Challenger , 
Bacchus . . . 


O uns. Commanders. 

.. 40 J. W. D. Dundas. 

.. 2(1 *"■■■ ' ■■■ R. Oanibicr. 

. . How, U. C. Spencer. 

Jd William Wolrige, 

.. 18 .Fames Murray. 

10 —— W. 11, Smyth (surveying vesbcl). 

Cape Good Hope, arid Sf. Helena, 

74 i admiral R. Plainpin. 

" ' \ Captain J . Davi^. 

.. 42 - - T\ Sranfell, 

.. 26 ■ R.^V^!luchope. 

- * ,26 Ja nes Wallis. 

-- 18 C. Biiiie. 

16 -■ Hon. J. Rous. 

- - 16 William E. Wright. 

10 ■■■ - « J. T. Pasicy. 

10 ■ J. Thced. 

East Indies, 

y fRcar^admiral Sir R. King. 

\ Captain W. Paterson. 

42 J. C la veil. • 

42 J, B. Purvis. 

26 Ed. Barnard. 

26 V/. Hill. 

18 V, Bridges. 

18 J. P. Parkin. 


Leancler 

Porth _ > 

Dec .. 

Wyc 

Harrier 

Saracen 

Opossum 


Sir Francis Drake 

* Tamar 

Encira ....... 

% 

Sydney 


Halif ax, and Coast of America. 

^ f Rcar*adniiral Sir David Milne, 
i. Captain E. Chctltam. 

50 Sir ,T, Louis. 

26 S. Chain hers. 

26 J. Harper, 

16 Sir C. T. Jonci. 

Ijj ■ John Gore. 

10 Lord .lohn Hay. 

• • 

N CH'fouvdInnd, 

• t 

S Vicc tvJmjral Pickmorc. 

" ( Caulnin J. Bowkor. 

26 — T. U. Tokcr. 

26 — Robert Rowley. 

18 ^ J. Baldwin. 

6 ■ J. liolbrocke (surveying vessel), 

•if lie turned to fcingljud. 
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Ships, 


Salisbury . 

Sybille ... 
Picque ... 

Larne 

E^k 

Pelican ... 
Rifleman .. 
Beavjar • . . 
Sli^watcr. 
Tyrian ... 
Shark ..... 


Jamaica, 

Guns. Commanders, 

_ { Rcar.adiniral J. E. Douglas. 
^ cCa{Aain 11. Siewart. 

50 ■ Ch. Malcolm. 

40 J. M‘Ivellar. 

26 Ab. Lowe. 

26 - — ' G. G. Lennock. 

18 . ■ - Ed. Curzon. 

18 Norwich Duff. 

10* r H. IL Ttlix. 

10 — ; — D. Cox. 

10 ■ ■ ■» William P&pbam. 

C. N. Hunter. 


Antelope 

Scaraander 
Childdi'S . . 
Brazen . • 
♦Hydra.. 


>*» IjCcward Islands. 

Rear-admiral J. Hfvey. 
Captain G- Sawyer. 

42 - - ■ William Elliot. 

18 — fl. F. Westropp. 

18 J, Stirling. 

18 — D. Robcrib. 


Brazt/s and South 'hncrica. 


Ampbion 42 Captain Wm. Howies. 

Andromache 42 — — W. H. Sheriff. 

Blossom 28 F. Hickey. 

Hyacinth... 20 — A. R. Sharpe. 

Tyne- 26 G. Falcon. 

Iciirus 10 » ■ - llou.C.O. Britlgcraan. 

Coast of A frit a. 

Semiramis 42 Sir James Lucas Yco. 

Cherub 25 — G. W. Willis. 


State of the British Aavj/, tst January y 1818. 

\ 

Ships. of the line.. •. .. 10 Jn commission. 

Ditto , 102 In ordm.iry, .fit for sen, or repairing 

Ditto 13 Rrcetvirig ships, &c. unfit. 

Ditto 19 liuildiiig. 

144 


♦ Returned to England. 
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From 50 to CO guns . . 7 

13 
4 

04 

Frigates — ‘^0 to 48 guns ISC 
34 

170 

Sloops, &c 175 

144 

04 

•313 


In commission. 
In ordinary. 
Building. 


In commission, and ordinary. 
Building. 

Frigates. 

Sloops. 

Line. • 

Fifties, • 

Total. 


St at the British Navj/, 1813. 


Line. 

Fifhjm 

Frig. 


In commission 131 

23 

1.37 

:).}() 

Onlinary and repairing 77 

i(f 

70 

80 

Building 

4 

1.3 

10 

C?3t> 

37 

212 

• 410—1 




Ship- Hut all ngy Ihy Uoty 

MR. rnnoa, Ip.wrir//, /)tv. II, 1817. 

I*' perusal ofsonu* rstrJv'K fiom IVTi. Rla('kliurii\ appaientiy valuable 
“ Treat isi on Shi jf Building** roniiiuiicing at page 4()3 ofilic present 
volume, bus rc-.niniled me ol an jiilimaiion which I ‘.’uve, (r/dr .301) that 1 
should probably trouble you with a further eoiuiuuute.iiioii. Judging from 
the e\tracts whieli 1 have read, (lu re can be, I should Hiiuk, but one 
opinion, as tf) the goorral e\etllcnce of Mr. lilackburn's woik. That 
gentleman’s rcinaiks upon the gu'alcr durability ot limber v\hen icstricteil 
to employment in iis native elini iic, seem eutiilcd to seiioiiv rousidcraiion, 
as'poiniing out the ^^i*kan lanes wliich ini^ht be dciived froimthe building 
of^hip*', cliicfly fit signed for jv.ulicular stations, with timber, the urovvth of 
those parts. Thus, it would .ippear^ leak might be most siiceessfully ii'Ncd 
in the cnnstruction of ships iuii uded for the l.idia stalion; the CTunada 
oak, for lliose on tlie North American station, ike. 

Mr. Blackburn’s t^b'-erv at ions on ilie culture of the oak — on the supe- 
riority of the Biitish to the forcogn oak— nnd on the injury likely to accrue 
from the sowing of acoins, the produce of foreign trees, arc also of great 
importance. In most parts of tlic kingdom, as well as in this country 
(Sun'olk)4hc stuck of the genuine British oak has been much lessened, and 
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tlie succession is coming furtvard, bears a very insignificant propor* 
tion to the growth by which it was preceded.* 

In commenting upon that very difficult and perplexing subject; the dry 
rot, and on the liability of timber to contract that disease, from being used 
in 'an unseasoned state, Mr. Blackburn says: — “ unless the vegetable juices 
are extracted by gentle warmth, and carried oft’ by a moderate current 
of fresh air, Ihv sveds of corruption generate in the wood spontarieovsh/.*^ 
The dry rot is, I believe, gcncially, though not univcM'sully, considered to 
be of vegetable origin. That the presence of confined air, or stagnant 
vapour, or the want of a current of fresh air, may promote the growth ami 
extension of the dry rot, , is highly probable; hut, as the doctrine of 
spontaneous gcneral'am, in the vcgetafblc as well as in the animal wnrld, has 
long been exploded, I know nut h'ow to iigaul Mr. llluckbunrs ojiiiiioii on 
this point as ruircet. 

In my former communication, relating tr> the lamicb of the Orwell 
Indiaman, I stated, tliat, daring the late war, Mr. Uayley, rif the 
Nova Si'otia and Halifax ship yatds m tin- town, liad built neai 'v fit) ships 
of war, ai.d other vcssiN, !or the ro\al dim one of vUiieh had ever 

been, in the slightest dcLoee, affeetod by rbat ii.ane of mual aichiiectnrc the 
dry rot^ Since J llius wiote, Sir, I have luwl sumo eonvi-iv>ari')n with Mr. 

* “ Iniprnvrd culliv.ilion ol tin Kim:.,"’ ohsiCivrs the 1 1 Jr.hiiited jigriculfural 
writer, Arthur Younu, is the cause ol tins tact . wIhlIi is -o general in Jaiglaiid. 
Jloujih pasJuri !> over-i r.n with tliotiis, ami brntr**, and bioad hedgo-rows, weie 
iiurs' ncj ol lull her. As land hecjnii* v.ihiuble, ihesr; liave been tlcareiJ ; and 
witli ll’i.s ohvioi.s and v-duahle uuprovvmenf, innbev has id coin "C declined : a 
circnnni.ince not at all to he regretted, ioi i urn and grassait, jirodiictis nioen more 
vuluahu".*’ — “ TIint corn and »r,i!»H aic iiioie esscnli.il ihaii innher (ol si'P'ris 
a coiilLin|)(njiiy wntei, in noinmg tins pa‘>saj[e) »(> ibr iiieip exiMence of the 
animal Lieaiien, is a position, ilu; aeeurdcy ot v.liu'h n\. 1 ! not he lonlcited; but 
that. Ill . I poiiticii!, or (Miiimeiciui light, thi'v ait* ino’V vtihiiible, is a point In.ir 
will adin.i 'l d( uht. The <leliCMnr> of BiiO'^h lodv las, lor some li'iir, been 
1 ost seri M(s|\ fell III llie ruy «l doi K-mk ds . .i’., iin!r|)eiid'*nll v oMhi' eiioi mons 
sums seiii oni olThe coanlrN, l<n the p.iiein-e nt U)reii:n :nn!»i*r, no foreign oah 
that can Ih produced C(]!nd,iii tonginu'ss oi m diMam!i:\, to ihi.r wlneli is tin 
native produce ol liriiain. l)iss*'nt<iig, ll.eii foie, noiii t!ic opinion oi Mr. Young, 
we cainuit Init loiiHdin ihal tin* I'.ttion is ^reoln indidited to the Socic }( for the 
Enconrci^cmcni of A, is- Manuftcluns fti.n' ( -•;//«/. rir, wl.ieh, for %v\ end years, ha:! 
iiidefaii”.il)ls’ 1 ilMinieil lo ptoiiml*; .<,n* envourn'c the jilanlin ol limber ihiough- 
oul the isl !iid.’* —It w.is, I hel »•' dor'pg the ia.-l season, ilml the Dnehess of 
llullHi.d r. ci*ued the golfl nieoal ol i\n: i:!Ot ic^o for ihi f\ucoiii'it^i'i icht tf Arts, Ike. 
tor vai' t'Nj.ei jinenls in rai-niLMiak-.. Ilei (irace's deiideil coiieliisimi, on five 
general < Xjiei mi« nlsj is, that ihe hc'-i method is lo sow the .noins wlieie ihc}' are 
lo reiii.im, and alicr hoeing llie lows I w o y e.m., lo j>!jnil poii.-loes oie* row only 
between each row of o.-lvT ioi iliree \e is. 'I’ln l>t neiii »d.ihe oaks from pl.inlnig 
potatoes 1- inealciiluhie ; loi, fom toe ^ o I e\;uiimn.i-, ;i'itlT*iwni olliers made at 
the suhie 'ime. and null 'die same seedling oaks, piaiitcd with a mixture of larch, 
.‘prucf,, lieecK, liiicli, and oilier lon-sl .‘leii^, riiid also with oaks only— in all cases 
*'iic lias fniiiul llifit polaloi n between t!ie rows are so s.ipeiior to oil olhi r iiielliod.s, 
fhatih.c o.’ks will i.aliirally grow as mu di tins. first loin years wnli iliciu, as in six 
witliout llieni : It appmirs, she oh-enes, " llial ihi great secret in raisi^ 

I lanla'.’ons of oak is, to gi’t ihuinio ad\ance lapidly tiic lirsi rnglit yi*ars from 
"ced, S', flu* first hvc yeii'.s from id^ntnr/, so lhal the In ads of tin? trees may be 
(.^ipfdeltly Uhilirl, »nd huome a Muoilnniiig ii:»p; allerllns is effected, the trees 
will appear to strive to outgrow eacti other, and will advance ni heiciil rapidly ; 
ilit-y Will be clean straight trees to any givm iirigln : e.xperiiiicnls have prose J 
be laci, winch lu.iy be verified by vied mg lkd\oir,” 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. VISCOUNT MELVILLE. 

MV pnD, 

I T is but natural and right, when the officers of the navy find attempts 
made to degrade them in the eyes of their fellow -subjects, «tidt»f 
cou.'se in those of otiicr naiioiis, that they look to the Admiralty Board for 
redress and protiTtion, which if it have not power or nuUioriry to give^ 
that it iiinv carry the saine Itciore his Majesty’s government, there to be 
exuniiiird with that attention which the case may rer|uire. 

Wlicn (lie legislature of the country exeinp'ed some classes of the com- 
munity from serving in certain offices, it may surely he supposed, that it 
never c<)ntem)*lated naval officers serUng in them ; no doubt consid^^iug 
the nature of their calling a suffideiit exemption. It may he presumed^ 
it never cuntcniplatcd that Jit/d officers in the army, or cjjdams in the 
navy, shouM be conipclfed to take upon them the office of tax gat her ers, 
when on naif-pay. 

Men, who fium their youth have been used to diffierent situations of life 
and pursuits, inay be ill ^qualified to ciiange situatiuot. There may be 
neces'^ary offices in a state, wliieii sound policy and the general interests 
ot the country ought lo forhid them being discharge ti by those, on wliurii 
the inaititenance of the national hononr ^lay in a great ^iieasure liepend. 
That this is the case with otlicers in the navy and army, few men can be so 
ignorant as to deny. Ought not then those officers who have so conspicu- 
ous a part to act at all rimes, in their inteironr.se with fortugn nations, hut 
more paitieularly during war, ought not they to he exempted Irom being 
called upon, when retired from active service, to serve in othci s wbicli may 
tend to degrade and blunt that feeling and sense u( lionuiir, which their 
country expects they will firmly mainiuiu in the eyes of oilier nations. Is 
it, my Lord, for the interests of tins kingdom, that captains in the imry 
should he liahlc, when on iialf-pny, to serve the office of us'iestor of taxis f 
To be prying into ihcir neighbour's rentf uindouSy scrvniiisy horsesy and 
(logs ? And to be obliged by oath to screw them up to the highest pitch 
possihle? To be the undt ?s‘ tappers o\’ ihc ''Ut'\e.y\uH of liwi a} who may 
be lionourabic men, but they may lie also devouring uiifci ling liarpies. 
Can it be supposed, mv Lord, ihai the legidlaiure of these realms ever con- 
templated placing captains in rlic navy in stub a sitoaiioii ? If it did, is it 
not lime that such aci*' should be revi.sed ; and l]n>se wlio are to he over 
them, chosen from another class of society ? But wiiere is the pica of 
necessity ? • 

That tlicre arc^-piut^in this country w’hrt contemplate such a tbingpwith 
pleasure ; that tiiere are pitifitl souls who grudge the»hall-pay ol the army 
and navy, after being delivered fioiti the lory ol tlie conveniioiial ^an$ 
culoilesy and Buomiparle's destioyyig annu s, ami who would willingly have 
caaHIrRcted to give twice as nmeh in the day of peril and ulirni, to save 
them find their god Mammon, may surprise ^oine men to lie.ir ; Imr iha 
fact is undeniable. 1 here may be muckworms ol this ^ort, who have 
fattened on the toils and blood of the arrm and navy ; on ihe waste of pub- 
lic stores : and us to that character whicli lias so distinguished lluscouutry^ 
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they are as capable of feeling, its influence and desifes, as the Icalesofi 
crocodile the pleasing and grateful influences of the vernal airs. ^ 

It need hardly bo observed, fhat it would not only be derogatory, ituC « 
alifo prejudicial in tbe extreme, fTir 'the inteicsts and honour of the natibir 
^ be in any manner placed in such lunids ; for them to have it in their 
power to gratify their envious and levelling spirits, by pulling down others, 
Mathey may imagine, to their own level- Can it for n momeut be supposed, 
by any man possessed of common sense and information (whatevf r their 
self*conceit may lead them to think), that such men arc in any manner 
capable ot judging of tlic qualifications necessary for those situations which 
require tbe mind to be invulnerable .against selfish considerations, and to be 
armed with that sense of honour..af)d justice, which the character and the 
jglory of the British nation rccjiiirc ? « 

It mi gift have been thought, that the gpiiri:d community, from a propor 
sense of feeling towaids naval oflicf'is, wnulcJ have prevented such n*pre-» 
sentntions as the present ; t»’.t tins not the case, it may l)f hoped (his 
consideration will imliice yoi.*' Lvtrilslup to consult \uih his Majesty’s govern- 
nient, and impartmlly to con-* dcr, lam far it may be for the interests of the 
counUy, and of lurnl cumru i.iitics, fui captaiiij m the navy, when on half- 
pay, to serve the officG of asitcsst^ of laicsj or similar situations. And when 
in this situation, how would they appear to those of the first ranks in other 
nations, who have beheld theiii supporting fhc glory of their coimtry m the 
day of conflict, *in the hour of danger ; and who, no doul>t, would start 
with amazement, at their being compelled to execute* such otlices when 
on shore. 

I am, my Lord, with great rc«prrt, 

Your Lordship’s most lumiblc servant, 


On the Apjioinfment of Ftnt Lieufentinfn, 

MR. EDITOR, 2r.//r Fthniart/^ 1813. 

rjpilJE late regulations made at the Admiralty Board, for the empJoy- 
Js inent of old lieutenants of the rnyul navy, must, I am sure, be 
received as it deserves, with pleasure and with siitisfaction, by that nu- 
merous and liighly distinguished body of naval oi}it?b^, wflo forin, if I may 
so express myself, tl^e sint ws of our naval afiiis ; as it is by ibeir exertions, 
valQiir, and experience, so muclvofjjur success is obtained ; and it is they 
«vho will, ere long, ISII in tlieir turn the stations which those yet more dis- 
tinguished superiors, the flag oflicers and captains, now occupy. This very 
judicious and important rctEi| | M p |)n. exprmeSf that hereafter, no lieutenant 
-of the royal navy, under ihirtOTn years standing, shall be nppointed^^rs^ 
a ship of the line; none under eleven to fifry-gun ships ; under eight to 
frigates, and flve to sloops; the ititeiition of this wise and excellent regula- 
tion is evidently to secure mure eJectually to old and experienced officers 
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iJinte very responsible ancl important situations, wbicb hold out the 
chnnre of leading to honour and propaotion ; thus at the same time securmg 
the services of our more experienced and senior officers, anJ f lUtting them in 
theo'oad to preferment ; it is, indeed, to Jio regretted, that this regiiktion 
fans been delayed so long, as many, in ‘consequence the reof, have lost 
opportunities of getting forward during the war, that 7 possibly nc^r 
return during peace ; yet the greatest credit is unquestiot lafaly due to the 
present Lords Commissioners, for now framing so considen ite and excellent 
H reiiulatioii ; it is fay thus wisely and zealously devoting ( heir attention to 
ilie errors of our naval system, that our naval greatness wiL 1 be best sccuredf 
and its future glory and success maintained. J have siu’ cere pleasure in 
bearing testimony to the wisdom of tins excellent measure ; and am, &c. 

to >a£ 

TO THE RKHIT IION. LOUD MFXV ILLE. 

On I he of the British Navi/f S c, 

<* — Brit ain. 

It much imports you, to keep entir 0 
The force and honour of your J’lf ets, 

0*cr them to walcli with jealous f ye,” * 

Letter III. 

MY loan, March, 1818. 

H aving in mv two former letters laid before your Lordslup my senti* 
incuts on the important ami interesting sv.bjcct of Impressment, which 
1 hope will soon be taken under the considerat ion of Parliament ; and after 
due inquiry, be ccmiimicd or done away, according a-s their report shall 
instruct ; 1 now proceed to lay before you ^he opinions I hold (as a Britoa 
devoted to his country, and most anxious for its honour and prosperity), 
relative lo the present state of onr naval force, viewed with a reference to 
that of other powers, whom, although now considered as fiieiids, we must 
not, nor ought not, to forget we have beheld as enemies ; and whom, 
however calm and serene may be the present aspect of affairs, we may at 
no distant date acain behold drawn up in martial array against us. Your 
Lordship of ciffirse j^crfoctly aware of the numbers of effective ships now 
og oiir navy lisft, ami of the great diminution of our naval force since the 
end of the war: this was no* doubt unavoidable, fitmi so many ships facing 
either really worn out in the service, dV being decayed, from having been 
built of unseasoned or impropentimber, and to have retained ships of this 
description on the list, which wete unworthy of repair, and incapable of 
going to sea, would have been grossly to deceive ourselves ; it was therefore 
much better to get rid of them at once, with the dctermitiation of replacing 
them as fast ad possible with others, of superior materials, construction, 
and power. 1 trust, my Lord, suchjs (he resolution if Governmcht, ond 
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Admiraity Boardi imd from the steps which bav 9 been already tnken^ 
i'am gratifierl in believing, that they have (letermiiied, wiih as little delay 
as possible, to provide a new and pawer/u/ navy^ competent to iiiaiiitain tlie 
naval ascendaticy of Britain, and to prevail against every foe. In the 
l^favni Estimatfea of last year, the in(*ans voted for thi$ purpose niuerf lirniled^ 
Hot the importance of the ol^ect was recognised, and stated without 
reserve; economy .should certainly he our study, after the nnexatnplcd 
«x^riioris we have so long made ; but should this economy U allowed to 
cripple our navaJ means, to render that arm powerie^ and mnUent : we 
shall assuredly he putting ourselves into the luinds of our eiiGoue-, uud hur- 
rendcritig to them the grea^ object of their desiVe— «the cioiiiiiiiun of the 
seas. 

My Lord, it is the glory of England to reign supreme on the ocean ; and 
c\*cry cxertifin ih&ntd, and 1 hope ?ri7/, be mnrie, to niamtnm and preserve 
opr einpii^tbere ; for om depends all our freatneus, and all our power; 
end however it may be the wish of ministers to diminish the iiationul cxpen« 
diture, and however desirahle it may be for the Briii!)h nation to sec it 
reduced as far as possible, consistent with future safety ; yet it is never* 
thelcss oup undoubted interest, and ob\ioiis policy, to im rove und restore 
aur navtil theatis^ and by preparing diligently and actively fur coming 
events,’* to shew to EUirope, and^iie w-orld, that we arc fearless and deter* 
mined, that we are conscious of our envied superiority, and that we art 
resolved to keep ir, at whatever expense. But this preparation, my Lord, 
will not be attemfed wiiii any unnecessary or immodeate expense ; nor, all 
things considered, put us to any material additional expense, as 1 iliiiik can 
be easily proved : for if it is adiiiiiied, that it is incumbent on us now to 
begin the important work of re-coiistructing a navy, it caipiot be deemed 
useless to build snvk sliips as will be ahje to encounter, with a chance of 
success, those of any naval power with whom wc inav hereafter go to w'ar;-» 
to proceed at the presmt day building our74^ and frigates on the 
and to arm them ns was done hfiy years ago, when the Americans have taken 
the resolution of shewing to astonished EunijM;, a fl^ct of men of war, ofun- 
equnUed pon er and aize, mnM be ahbidute madness. It is only, my Lord, in 
my opinion, by immed'intely preparing a great mmiher, at least a very sufKcieivt 
number, nm tar ships, that we can long li.>pe to fireserve peace with that 
power, so much elated wit h former «!U(cesv, presuming m, and conscious 

the present sn|)eriority of her ships of all clas'^es. I hope, niy Lord, I 
idrall not be mistaken in mentioning ibis superiority, which relates only to 
the description of their vessels, which since the arritijd of the Fraaklin in a 
Btj^lftsh port, seems to be universal I v * admitted ; my mmff" pairiee prompts 
tat very plainly to state ciiciiriistance. b'o'vever inoriifying it may be 
for iJtrto aiimit its iruib ; nndin'ilm iiiosi forcible lenns to call on your 
Lordsh p (if already the order has not gtrie forlli, which I trust is not the 
case) to lo*e no lime in giving dictions for building In enly sail ot the line on 
the Franklin plan, or that of af^^tlier more enlarged plan they mav here* 

* I ohsurve two very sensible and patriuuc Ivitprs* in \onr Number lor janiiary 
5d and 58.] on the same subject, from “ Irlm Gun," and A Half-pay 
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After adopt; and a few more^ heavy frigates also; for jt is only, in ir.f opi^- 
iiion, by making these necessary and politic preparations neap, that Er^land 
can hope long to remain at peace with America ; or not to sustain very mor- 
tifying losses, if war again takes place t^ithout our having made dae pre- 
paration for its consequences ; but to prevent a speedy recurrence of war, 
with that and other powers, it is uiiqueationahly the soundest policy, and 
our truest interest, to be prepared witli ships of a proper description. 
America knows ire//, the skill, bravery, and esperience of our officers, dnd 
the unrivalled excellence of British seamen ; and will pause autnle^ before 
they combat theinyi«r/y, and with equal force, on the ocean. Let us then^ 
my Lord, speedily set to work, and prepare an adequate number of new 
ships of the line, and fifties ; and ft* war should unhappily again return,, 
witfi larger sired, and more powerful ly*armed ships, with uur matchless 
officers, and crews of willing seamen, itnin will still undoubtedly reign 
triumphant on the main. We have, iny Lord, officers of alk dlscripiioij^s, 
whose >iames I need only mention, to convince every ^British mind, iliat if 
they have proper ships, and wclhappoinled crews, they will conquer or die. 
Of admirals, we possess an Exmouth, Sauinarez, Keats, Sluatkin, Thorn-, 
borough, Siitilh, Harvey, Murray, Hope, llallowell, Martin, Fremantle, 
Cockhurn, Mooie, Gore, Rowley, llotham, Alalculm, Miinc, ami many, 
others. Of captains, we have an Hosie^ I wo Brisbancs, an Owou, Berry,. 
Hardy, Hope, Broke, Yeo, Talbot, tvi’o Brentons, R'rtcc, Dnsiiwood, 
Seymour, Maitland, Gordons,* Maxwells, t Campbell, Cheliiam, Cole, 
Collier, Hayes, McKenzie, Maitland, Banie, Palmer, Sfaines, Philliinore, 
Duncan, Napier, Hornby, Usher, Hey wood, Coghlan, Kerr, Hamilton, and 
Willoughby, besides a multitude of others, who are no doubt highly rncri* 
torious officers^ although less known than those I have mentioned, men of 
the most determined mind, and eminent skill in their profession^ lu case, 
of an American war again taking place, my Lord, take care to employ and 
select our best officers, and give them ships and crews worthy of them, 
and they will do their duty — they will make ** the p/oud old Union wave 
irimnpitunt ’’ and the stars of Aiiiciica grow dim at the sight of tiie British 
Lion, or they will nuhly tiiul gloriously full in tlicr struggle., i/' war does 
again take place, my Lord, 1 hope the causes of our tbrmec moiviificBtioiis 
will be recollected, but on!^ to be u\oided ; let us neither despise, nor 
fear our enemy, but make piopcr and car Ip prepuralioii ; and let officers 
•f known meric and talents be t mploved on that suitioii, independent of 
interest or party ; let us not do things by halves, we have so many excelleiH 
officers, so imwiy mci^of first rate talents, that the selection will be easy, 
and an impro))«r one may be productive*of mischief ; because, Lord, 
iUq first impression is stronj^and impoitant, and siitcess in the outset most 
desirable, as it may prevent the struggle being long continued' auH at till 
events, will enable us to cuntiiiae it with ndvnnrage, and in good ^piiits. 
These rernaiks are neither premature uojuinnppliciiblc nt this present iiio- 
ment; and they be recollected wh^^c hour of danger and duy of 
trial arrives : my earnest wish is that this may be far distant; but my qwu 


* Sir James, mid several oilier*. 


t Three brave bruibvrs. 
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coQvi Cfion is, that we ought to be well prepared ; that Britain ought, even 
noW| to be vigilant and active ; for I am not singular in believing, tb^t 
Amen attempt once more to measure her naval Mrengtb 

witb 0 iirs i!r the hope of kt&evlng our naval superiority, by fitting our 
single 6 of overwhelming size and force, hrfore we have 

made d preparation, by building similar ones ; perhaps, however, she . 

will pau a little, befoie making such an hazardous attempt, if she per- 

ceives ou 't* increased animation and activity, and that there is no chance of 
effecting i t coup de main ; unquestionably it lias become the darling object, 
ond the st pursuit of that government and people to acquire a navy, 

capable of rivalling those of the great European maritime powers, and it 

will behove ’ particularly Britain 'to be %cll on her guard ; and with 

these nation ul feelings, and the 'known sentiments of the American govern- 
ment, and i great and increasing* means, V think there may be the 
greatest dan^ uf our at least suffering partial misfortunes, hy a careless 
indifference t< ^wai'ds these not unimportant manifestations, or uninteresting 

signs (}f the til west whilst by early and actively preparing lor evert/ event, 
by built hug belter and larger ships, we may possibly avoid a rup- 

ture, or meet . when it comes with decisive effect and success, worthy of 
BriiainVjust e: :pectations. ’I'o increase our navy, my Lord, no man who 

has the real goo d und glory of fiis country at heart, will refuse the ncctmrt/ 

supplies ; and ii ^ parliament, 1 am convinced there would be no opposi- 
tion, but compl approval, provided any certainty of preventing the 

ruinous effects of dry>rot could be held out; and on this subject, lam 
aware, my Lord, ^hat the re is no small difficulty ; but it must be overpome, 
for the source of & ^ niucli evil cannot surely remain much longer an invk 

tible or invincible c uciny ; and 1 am persuaded, that in^ie framing of the 
ships now in hand, or i o be taken in hand, all due care will be taken to 

prevent fun her misi hi' .f. I observe, my J-ord, lliat there arc now several 

frigates and sloops fit tf ng for commission, to relieve those whose periods of 
service have expired, and in preparing these for a peace establishment ;• 
perhaps it may be con .sidered unnecessary to lit them out in the same supe- 
rior style of equipraei as would be ordered in lime of war; yet it ought 
to be recollected, tl lat nn several of our stations they are liable to meet 

and to be compared with the American ships : in the Mediterranean, 
the Americans have long had a strong squadron ; and on the coast of South 

America, they have several ships of war. It is certainly of consequence, 

th&t British ships si jould not suffer in any respect from such comparison, 
eiiller ot force, or f- rofessional and operative skill<;and l^ierefore itHcserves 
ce®jWdration, wh<M Jicr great attention ought not lobe given to the outfit of 

tf^hips, and char hexer of the officers no\^ called into employment by these 

reliefs*. From ll e new arraiigbmeiits, it is understood that the Admiralty 

Board will losei qq vaiuuhle services* of two gallant admirals now there, 

^4i# are, it is sab to have loreign command|i** I hope, iny Lord, if it is 
b), your Lordshi p ^jji rec^|n? assistants equally able and deserving ; but i 


perhaps it may be con 
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• * See die Pm Idcnl’s Speech en opening Cd'tigrebs, wheic above two niillions 

of duilari arc all for the mcrcfse of their navy. 
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baylejr ; and 1. understand that, from the time tliat he comoirnced business, 
as a ship-builder, in Uie year 1803, to the presenttperiod, he has built 89 
vessels of various debcriptions, comprising, in the aggregate, 6873 || tons. 
Of these 82 vessels, there were besides the Orwell Indianiiftri, launched in 
August last, 6 ships, 10 brigs, 9 sloops, 10 smacks and cutters, 3 schoifners, 
and S Packets, all for the merchant-service ; and, for government, 3 gun- 
brigs, 18 brig-sloups of war, 2 ship-sloops of war, 2 corvette ships, 

1 transport, 1 advicc-buat, 2 sailing ilghters, and 11 gun-boats. .Not 
one of these vessels, has ever been afFectedwich the dry rot. 

Some months ago, a report was in circulation, that one of the Govern- 
ment ships which Mr. Bayley had buil|, suffering under that disease, 
lie therefore iiiimediatcly|[prote to*Mr. Maiiderson, of the KingVyafd, at 
Woolwich, who had formerly been tl#e government overseer at Mr. Bay- 
ley’s yards. In Ins ajpswer, of ihe 6th September 1817, Mr. Manderson 
says: — I am very well pleased to inform you, that I have n|ver heard of 
any vessel built at lpas\ich having the dry rot. The vessel in question 
was one of my children, but not yours. Slie is called the — , — tons, 
built by Mr. — , at - - • ■ Mr. Bayley farttier 

.addressed a letter to the Navy Board, from wltich he had the honour to 
receive an answer, of which the following is a copy: — 

** MR. BAYLEY, “ J^ovy Office^ 13M September^ 1817. 

In answer to your letter of the 6th Insuint, We acquaint you that you 
have performed the work on ships which you have huilt generally to our 
satisfaction ; and with respect to dry rot, many of the ships built in our own 
Dock-yards with tiie greatest care, have been much subject to (bat decay; 
and wc have no reason to believe that the ships which you have built have 
been more subject to it than those built in the King’s yards. 

“ W«e are, your aftectionate friends, 

(Signed) “ H. LKGGE, 

“ R.G. MIDDLETON, 

“ E. BOUVEKIE.’' 

That this letter must have been extremely grateful to the feelings of 
Mr. Bayley, you will readily infer.* 


* The cumphmeiUs which were paid !o Mr. Bayley, at the corporation dinner, 
given on the swearing in of Bailitfs (chief niagisiraies) on the 29 th September 
last, though of a dillerent nature, mast also iuivc been highly gratilying. Mr. 
Bacon, one of the hiiiliH's, on proposing the health oi Capluin Isacke, the iiwner 
of the Orwelk observed, that it was through that genileiuan thiit Mr. Bayley had 
been enabled to the Town, and to sjiew the London builders, what Ipswich 
. was capable dl performing. Mr. Bacon slated, that he bad received 
Cupt. Leach, nifnnuiiig hull, that the Orwell iiad be^ii seen by iho most dB|irieiit 
London builders; that they' allowevl Iwr to be equal, in every respect, to aiij 
that had ever been built in their yards; and that she had been pronounced by 
thosc who were the most coinpifteiit to judge, the best fini'^lied ship in the East 
India Company's Service- Capiaiii Isac ke, ^ in returning ilimiks for ihe honour 
which bad been done Jiiiu, in drinking, hi}|K'alili, observed, that, by the building 
Ot the Orwell, Mr. Bayley had certainly ei^hlishedbischuracierasii ship-bqilder; 
and he had done more — he^iad shewn himself un hoiu'st luaii. ^ Captain Iiaeke 
furtHef said, he had employed an inspector to ^xamine the Orwell ; hut, should he 

fSab. S^iotK Vol. XXXyt; p p 




. iilO tot^i^dubcffcE. 

On th« subject of the dry rot, Mr. Editor, allow me to add, thu Itfr, 
Mandison, in his letter to Mr# Biiyley, froni which I have already quoted, 
observes as we find very little timber liere, though new^ that 

has not/aa^i iiv the shakes, which, when shut in, must inevitably produce 
dry rot. All means for prevention that can be thought are tridd, 
particularly saturating with oil.** — Your correspondent, 'who signs faimMlfH. 
(vide Vol. asxviii. page 370) mentions, that, notwithstanding the favourable 
experiment, of seasoning timber in lime, which was tried with hia Mujesty’^s 
sh^p King Fis/ier, built at Chatham in 177T, and denominated a patent ship, 
the Navy Board discontinued llie construction of ships with timber seasoned in 
a similar manner. This duels not appear to quite correct : at least if the 
practice have been di.«continued in the ffliig's-yards, Jt has no^ been 
pn^hibited by the Navy Board, in the construction of vessels, built for 
Government in private yards ; for Mr. Bayley ?ias assured me that all 
tlie vessels which he has built have had their plank boiled in salt water. 
He, however, is strongly of opinion, that the fortunate freedom which 
tliey have all experienced from dry rot, is in a material degree owing to the 
purity, salubrity, and dryness of the Tpswich air which, from the last 
circumstance, he is inclined to think, is not favourable to the propagation 
or growth In proof of the purity of the Ipswich air, and of the 

excellent quality of the 'Suffolk oak, lie informed me, that a ship, called the 
Speaker, of 702 Tons, was built by Mr. Barnard (no^ a iliip builder at 
Deptford) at th^ Nova Scotia yard, Ipswich, in T niod^hs. The timber 
of the Speaker was cut down and used immediately, without any seasoning; 
yet that ship was noted for her strength and duration. She was launched 
on the 30ih January, 17PS. 

The opinion of Mr. Bayley, with respect to the Ipswich air, may not, 
pirhaps, be deemed mure scientific or philosophical than that of Mr. 
Blackburn, respecting the spontaneous generation of the dry rot ; and it is 
-lOven possible, that it may not be correct; but, whatever may be the cause, 
"^it is quite certain, that the Ipswich built shipping has, hithqrto, been 
perfectly free from the dry rot. I am, Sir, yourgg&c. 


have an opportunity of a^aiii engaging Mr. Bayley’t services, he should tell Ifim 

• to build such or such a sinp; he should not employ an luspeclur on the occasion, 
..and he hardly knew whether lie should feel it necessary to look at her 

himself. Certainly Air. Bayley was an honour to the port oljtpswicb. Having 

* Autik the health of the conipHiiy, Captain Uacke pmpw^ed that of Mr. Bayley. 

t itwks a man, ho said, so much respected^a man wlioin evePy body knew-^aiid 
ery one who knew quin must like j^^ru^iiii^t, he inistedi there could lie no 
impropriety in ttie toast. 'J'his wis warmly seconded hy Mr. Bacon. Air. 
BayleVi he remarked, aould have been preaeiit. but he lidci modestly dectnud the 
invnatiun, lest any thing might liappen to<>bc said, of a nature to act upon Ins 
ieelings.*' Mr, Bayley, and suct:es.s to bis Dock-yards, was then drunk with a 
Warmth and spirit wu:tliy ot liiq^casion. ^ 

• Tbe county of Suffolk is considered to enj^y one of tbe driest climalci in the 
^ Kingdom; uid “the air,” says the old liisiortan» Speed, in \i\sThealTeoftht 
* of Ofeat' Britain, “ is good, sweet, and 'delectable, and la sodie parts, 
by some ot our best physiciaus held tQ be the best in the laud.” 
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1‘ftt not SfttUfieH.tliat frequent changes at the Board ^e'calculated to pro* 
nloie th^e good bf the service, but are, on the contrary, I fear, soitictimet 
attended with very serious iiicobveiiieiicies; and I should Jmve been well 
pleased, as 1 am sure the naval world would have been, haff^ir G. Ho^e^ 
and Sir G. Moore, remained where they were ; if, however, the latter gen* 
tietnan goes to the Mediterranean, he will be very well placed, for tftai 
atation is one of infinite importance at presen more especially while an 
^meitcaa 8l]u:idron, of superior force (this will no longer be the case,* I 
hope) reinains tlierc. Were any arguments necessary to convince ^otir. 
Lordship of the eagemeu and impatience of the Americans to possess a 
formidablt navy^ the important fact of their beeping the greater part of it 
at sea in time of peace* wiftild clecfriy demonstrate their object t that 
object, m) Lort^; is ostensibly to protect their trade, but in reality to 
tducat^ their officerSf and to discipline their seamen, against the approach* 
lug era of a new and expected war. Let us not deceive ourselves, mj 
Lord, for such appears to be the case, and we ought to know it, and to 
profit by our knuwleilge. Our navy ought to he onr present care, and it 
will be our future glory and protection ; let this great truth also never 
escape our serious atteiiti<iii, that to avoid war, we ought to be at least in 
some degree prepared for it* If then, my Lord, these opinions ^ at all 
in unison with your own, 1 shall feel nd small degree of satisfaction in 
observing aii.iiicrease of tmr naval estimates, activity iu our dock-yards^ 
and vigilance itf'^ur naval concerns, corresponding to those of other pow* 
grs* Oil the subject of a general revision of our marine laws, and policy, 
I shall say no more ; for however anxious I am to see this question con* 
sidered iu parliament, 1 will urge it no further at present, trusting that roy 
former observations may not perhaps be entirely undeserving of the atten- 
tion of its Members, and of your Lordship in particular ; satisfied, 
that you are anxious to do all in your power for the good of the navy : it b 
my duty to state, and 1 do it wijth great satisfactioiij^ that in addressing 
you, my Lord, on these important subjects, I not only submit my opiniotis 
to the head of the Naval Board, but to a First Lord of the Admiralty, who 
has, in time of peace, aealously devoted his constant and unreinitted attend 
tion to repairing the defects of the system, and to the improvement and 
benefit of the.naval service ; it is, tlierefore, my Lord, my earnest hope, 
tlmt this our best bulwark (fur such are Bricaii/s Wooden Walls) will con- 
tinue to be the favourite object of BritBinV care. Let us only provide a 
sufficient navy, cherish and protect our matchless seamen, and encourage 
our gallant and^expe^bneed officers, and the empire of the main cannotih^ 
mifisted from us^ Jet us be but watchful, atteiiuvc, aud active, and noCnf^, 
nor no new war, can approach our stief^^s, that we afb not prepared for. If, 
hiy .Lord, one millioi;i of money can at present be spared to build churches 
throughout the kingdom, and 400,000/. paid to Spain, measures which all 
good men will cordially approve of, surc^ the same sum will not be with* 
held, wflten it is required to rebuild our’Havy ; and this sum, my Lord, 
would make a good beginning,* and do more than we can do in one year* 
To you, my Lord, England has committed tlie great aud important obxrge 

YoLXXXIS^ * 
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ofher'navy; and jn your handsT^irust and hope ic will be preserved irk 
admirable order, and the most perfect efficiency ; theiiy my Lord, 1 will 
3 By, England never did, nor Aver shall, lay ii| the proud foot of anj 
conqueror, ili^ 

« I am. 

Your Lordship’s obedient humble^rvadlt 
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TO THE MOST EXCELLENT AND MOST NOBLE JOHN BUIL. 


MOST CXCELLEKI SIR, r ^ 10/A, 1818* 

H aving a great desire to behold thee in e prosperous statg, and 
being well assured of tliy most iiuble and bcnevolert spirit, thou canst 
not take it amiss, if some pluin truths be placed before thine eyes, wliich do 
noA^appear to have made that iinpressioii upon thy mind which luiglift have 
been expected. ^ 

Whilst thou art high spirited and generous, a very'^ant and fiery meteor 
in the c^se of liberty, it must at the same time he allowed by thy best 
friends, that thou art the dupe of artful political hypocrites and aspiring 
4emagogue8, who put on the garb of patriotism to And they 

lament that thou listenest with so much pleasure to the mrings, declama* 
lions, ^ud false ’representations of crazy politicians and pseudo patriots. 
Not but thou art to be commended for having an eye of jealousy fixed on 
tite.acts of those to whom thou hast deputed power, and given the care of 
.|hy purse, two most important concerns ; but then consider how thou hast 
b^n listening to the made-up, or imaginary complaints of those suspected 
«f designing to do thee harm, and throwing all thy affairs into confusion, to 
ibe subverting evenmf thy power and prosperity. 

Shew me thy company, and 1 will tell thee thy character^’-^^ght to 
hai^e lukd some influence on thy meditations and re(|gctions ; alio, ** save 
U thief, and he will cut thy throat.” 

** He that would live at peace and rest. 

Must hear and see, and aay the best,*' 


But some of thy pretended friends have heard things that were never spo* 
ken, and seen things of their own invention, in order to puzzle thee, and 
play upon thy credulous ears. 

Thou oughtest to reflect, what high pretensions to K&maculnte patriotism, 
and tHe deep machinations of infidelity, blasphemy, and profaiiaUon, 
effected in another country ; and view with horror the applause and support 
given Yo the ridicule cast upon the sacred things thou hast been taught to 
revere from thy youth. Where vice ’goes before, vengeance follows 
after.” 

Look to the Heavens, which are higher than all earthly power a^d domi* 
-^ion, and' reflect, who upheld thee in the gloomy day of adversity ; who 
. Strengthened thine arm in the hour of desperate conflicu-^Where are thos^ 
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who delu!;e(l the soil of a yieigiibnuring country with the‘ blood of its inha- 
bitants, amidSt their cries of liberty and reform? Though Justice heis' 
leaden feet, it has iron hands.’’ 

Most Exoellenc Sir, while thy ^tention is, as it ^re, riveted, by 
the noise and clamour raised about individuals, whose names never would 
haveSibeenlSKiird of, but for the deserts of their suspicious practices, and 
the vent this has given to the discharge of political enmity ; where are 
the earnest and pathetic exclamations in favour of thy naval povfer? 
Where are the loud and energetic calls to watch the progress of the navies 
of Europe ? Where are the intcrebting inquiries into the force of the neiv- 
constructed trans-atlantic ships of the line ? Jtheir formidable equipment ? 
superior to any in thy possession.— If preparation be nut made to put into 
tliy hands shipsW a sinii|Br descriptioTii, and equal capacities, at some 
future day, they may ^ear the welUcitrned laurels from thy brow, add 
trample upon the trophies of ihy naval fame. 

This would he a subject and inquiry worthy of the name of patriotism ; 
worthy of the efforts of the greatest talents ; worthy of thy most serious 
attention, and that of all who desire thy prosperity, and the retention of 
thy glory and fame. 

It is true, it might not give an opportunity for clamouring about 
liberty and opprcbsiuii; yet it is ius^arably connected with all thoti 
boldest dear i thy freedom and independence. For, give me leave to 
tell tiicb, ]\^st vl^iccclleiit Sir, ibat if ever thy navy shall be defeated, 
although the cheeks of thine orators might swell like thdse of .£olas in a 
storm ; their eyes dart fires of indignation ; and their countenance resem- 
ble the threatening aspect of the setting sun befpre a tempest ; though the 
walls of St. Stephen’s should resound and tremble with the thunders of theit 
voice ; all would he unavailing to prevent thy fall. Although thy bhorea 
should be lined by invinc ible legions, and the fear^ array of arms, if ever 
thy fleets, through niisconducL or neglect, slinll he driven filftm the ocean^ 
descend thou must from thy present stupendous height of glory and fame, 
into the*valley of humiliation. Does it not then well become thee. Most 
Excellent Sir, nay, ^t nut a mo^^t iiupcrioiis duty, for thee to examine 
minutely into the state of thy naval ^tren»th ; and faithfully to compare 
the present force of thy ships, witli those of all other powers; particularly 
with those of Au^erica ; who, flushed with partial success over thine of 
inferior force, is now looking furv^ard with impatience to the time, when 
thy dwarf seventy-four’s shall fall under the fire of her enormous two- 
deckers; wheitothe laucr may successfully combat any ship in thy posses- 
sion. For, be it known unto thee. Most* Excellent Sii, that thou bastjjoc 
one riiip in thy navy, that ut^ne discharge, can scatter the thunder- boltH^f 
war, in weight equ.*!! to her gigantk; tw’o-deckers. Is not this aUrtiiing 
truth enough to make thy iiai% stand on end, and ihy blood run cold? 
Why then wilt thou look on with insensible iiidiflfercnce, while the means 
are prep^^ring for thy humiliation? Why wilt thou give so much of thy 
time to the tales of political .quacks and deiirngugues, while chy navy 
lafiguisliing'under the oppressiuii of their penurious system, which they call 
ecouomy ? Have they not deceived thee a ihuusuud times ? Still ihoii 
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hast an itching ear for their talk, about the abuse of power, and the st(uaM 
dering of thy wealth ; jwhich may be excusable in some decree, as thy 
purse has so ofm sudered, not only from the dh^wedHtioiiB of useless pro- 
digality, but mw from the lavish (lisbufseinents of corruption. But, then,^ 
Most Excellent Sir, wouldest thou for this, ^irget the means by v^hich th| 
iodependeiice and pros^ierity are to be secured ? „ ** 

Thou canst not be ignorant by wliai means thou hast attained ihy pre-t 
aeirt state of opulence and power. Hadst thou only been suffered, at tha 
will of other nations, to sail and trutbe upon the deep, instead of wielding 
the sfeptre of the ocean, where would have been the awful and iiiter|;<*ting 
•pecmele of thine arm suepessfuily resisting and combating the gigantic 
power of revolutionary France, that hurst upon the continent of Europe as 
a torrent ; os the fearful eruptio/i of a migh||^ Volcanot by which the 
calaons mere devastated and overwhelmed, , 

• By the victories of thy navy, thy commerce was secured and extended ; 
tby ipaaoes re^rpited and improved. Under the wui;; of .ibv ivivy, thy 
'Valiant armieh were transported to foreign shorf s, totniei and cooibut a foe 
^shed with victories over the iifitions of 'hose lands. Bv thv inivy were 
tbeir supplies made certain, their operutions »trc*)gtheiu’d und forwarded; 
and tbejr retreat secured in the day of udverbity and disaster. Will tliuu 
pot, then, Most Excellent Sir, ht peo»(iaded to give iiiore of thine atteii« 
ijiun to that which so imperiously demands it? Suffer tv>t thyself to be 
imposed upon by false representations of economy* Altlfough tile word 
asay be pleasing (o tlnne ears and to thy flioiiehts, consider what is coiw 
aected with false econoniy. 'I'he neglect and decay of thy navy; and, as 
•tnptural consequence, tlie loss of colonies and comiiierce ; the diinniurioii 
cf'.tby revenue and power. Are these mailers of no nioinent to thee. 
Most Excellent Sir ? If so, let declaiming demagogues talk away ; let tby 
Ipk ship of the line in c^miiiission he paid off ; let those in a state of ordi- 
iu|ry siqb Htmrdepiiy ; lit thy dock-yards be thinned of urtiff* ers ; and thy 
naval offipersy who liave adorned iby brows with wreaths of victory, suffer 
ilegrad^tioo from the muckworms among Miy citixeus; be diuu 01^ attend 
five to the criesyof ecoiiomyi while America and other nations are pre- 
paring to despoil thee of all thy naval fame, and to lay thv glorv in tiie dust. 
Be assured, ibis will Ik: the consequence of the wisdom of false economical 
politicians, if it be followed ; this will be the fruit thou must hereafter 
reap, if thy napy be neglected. ^ 

Most Excellent John Bull, canst thou bear the thought not ; if U 
be galling to thee, awake out of thy slumliers, and huild two-deckersn 
whicb shall disdiarge a broadside Yqiial in weight (ir^not aoperior) to any 
sail upon the ocean. Get them ready, get them ready ; get llicAja 
fcwiy figainst the day that seems approaching ; and if it should ceme, and 
£nd thep unprepared, Jet them perish w^o have been thft' cense of iby 
disgrace. 

l^tnember tbob ar( forewarued a 
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Short Bhtory of the Sritith Navy. 

MR.EDtTOlt^ # • 16fMlr0rcil/i8i8« 

O (SERVING the zealous exertions of several of your able and patri5tic 
Correspondents, to forward tbe interest, and protect, as far at posjHblei 
the liberties of our invaluable race of British seamen, 1 think a ^rt 
account or history of the navy, will be generally acceptable, and Viot 
entirely useless at the present moment. 

The Royal Navy of England ^aih ever been its greatest defense and 
ornament; it is its ancient and natural streqgth; the floating bulw£k of 
the island ; an armament, from whicti, however, strong and powerful, no 
danger can evel be apprehended to liberty • and accordingly, it has been 
assiduously cultivated, ^ven from the earliest ages. To so much perfoo 
lion was our naval reputation arrived in the twelfth century, that kbn 
code of maritime laws, wliich are called the laws of 01eK)|t,.'Ml ate 
received by all nation«i in Europe, as the ground of all tbilt maritime 
constitutions, was confessedly the work of our King,dlichard I. at the isle 
of Oleron, on the coast of France, then part of the possessious of the Crown 
of England. « 

And yet so vastly inferior were ou^ ancestors in this point, to the 
present age. ihat^^eveii in the maritime reign of Queen Elizabeth, Sjt 
Edward Coke ttfliiks it matter of boast, that the Royal Navy of England 
then consisted of 33 sinps. The present condition of OUr marine is, in 
a great measure, owing to the salutary provisions of the Statute, called 
the Navigation Act, whereby the constant increase of British shipping 
and seaiiien was not only eiicour.iged, but rendered unavoidably necessary, 
Tiie most beneficial statute for the tratle ami commerce of these kingdnihit 
is that navigation act; the rudiments of which were first framed in 165(y, 
partly with a narrow view, being intended to jtiortify tlie West India 
islands, which were disaffected to the Parliament, and still held out for 
CbarleAt. by stopping the profitable trade which they then carried on 
with the Dutch, andlat the same time to clip the wings of those opulent 
and aspiring neighbours. 

This act proliibitcd all ships of foreign nations from trading with any 
English plantation, without license from the council of stare. In 1651, 
the prohibition was extended also to the mother country^ and no goods 
were suffered to be imported into England, or any of its dependencies, 
many other than English bottoms, or in ships of that European nation, df 
which the merehandize imported was the genuine growth or manulacture. 
At the Restoration, the former provisions were continued by Stat. 1?. €br. 
U. c. IB, with this very material improvement, that the master and 
three-fourths of the crew shall also be British subjects. 

The complement of our seamen for the royal navy, in the time of peace; 
0 sn| 9 lly hath amounted to li;; or 15,000. In time of war, they have 
formerly amounted to no lessalian 80,000 men \ and duiing the Auiericou 
woTi tfaigy QinouQted to nbove 100,000 men, including marines; and in the 
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late war, to above 130,000. The Vote of Parliament for the service of 
the jrear, 1784,* the first year of peace after the American war, was SO, 000 
aeainpn and marines; and for 1818, the prese||»Aod third jfear of peace, 
it is 19;000 ad^ipnen and marines. 

fThenavjis commonly divided into thrcA squadrons, namely; the red, 
white, and blue, which are so termed from che differences of tbetr colours. 
£ac^ squadron has its admiral, but the admiral of tlie red has^the 
principal command of the whole, and is styled Vice-admiral of Great 
Britain. But the supreme command of our naval force is vested, next 
to tljp King, in the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. Notwkhstaii'd- 
Jng favorable situation ^for being a maritime power, it was not until 
the Vast armament sent to subdue us by Spain in 1588, that the nation, by 
a vigorous effort, became fully sensible of il% true interest and natural 
•trength, which it has since so happily cultivated. Xye may venture to affirm, 
that the British navy, in the three great wars of 1756, 1778, and the late 
revolutionary war, was abl^ to cope with all the other fleets iri Europe. 
Ill the course of a few years, it succeeded in vanquishing and destroying the 
naval power of France, Spain, and Holland, and of effectually keeping 
in awe that of the northern powers. For the protection of the British 
empire, ^and the annoyance, pf' uur enemies, it was then divided into 
several powerful squadrons, so judiciously stationed, ns at once to appear in 
every quarter of the globe, and to convoy to our shores, fleets freighted 
with the riches of the eastern and western worlds. The nation however, 
during the first American war, and 1 nm inclined to think during the 
second also, had often to lament the want of proper attention to the fleets, 
both as to the equipment of the ships, and their foreign destination; 
happily, however, seal and activity were at length perceived to he essentially 
necessary to success, and when those was bestowed, the fortune of war 
changed in our favour. 

Many laws have been made for the regulation of seamen, when on 
board, and for the supply of them, to man our ships, as well as to confer 
privileges and rewards on them during and after their service. 1st. for 
their supply :-~The poiver of impressing men for the sea service, by the 
King's commission, has been a matter of some dispute, and submitted 
to with great reluctance ; though it bath been very learnedly shewn by 
Sir Michael Foster, that the practice of impressing and granting powers to 
the Admiralty ^ that purpose, is of very ancient date, and hath been 
uniformly continued by a regular series of precedents to tlie present time ; 
whence he concludes it to be a part of the conimrm law. •• The dilficulty 
arises £rom hence, that no Statute, ur Act of Parliament^ has expressly 
declared this power to he in the crown, tiiouglKinany of them very strongly 
imply iu It has also been su^osad, Cimt a practice so uniavourable to 
tlie liberty ot the subject, and to common principles of justice and 
humanity, could not be solidly supported, without some clear, positive, and 
upgquivocal law. . Besidos the method of impressing (which, e ven if legal,: 

' * The BnUsli navy then coiisisled of 160 sail of the line, 150 Iciguiea^afMl 16(k 
' sloops, ‘ ► 
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X8 only defensible from public necessity^ such ns an actual rebellion, 
or invasion of She kingdom, to which all private considerations must give 
way) the principal trnc|M cities, and sometimes the government, oflfer 
bounty money to seamen, %ho ente| voluntarily into his M^esty^s service; 
and every foreign seaman, wh^, during a war, shall serve two years in dby 
man of war, merchantman, or privateer, is naturalized, ipsofactom But 
as impressing is generally considered ns a gross viol^ion of the rights 
of mankind, so has the bounty money, which seldom exceeds 40s. provUd 
ine6rectual. The wages of seamen on board of merchantmen, in time of 
war, is usually 50i. to SL per month ; on board the royal navy, it i^jPnly 
30*.; they are tempted, indeed, with the hppe of prize-money, wliteh, 
if more equally divided, and some pHin of lodging it in savings banks (as 
most judiciously recommended hy Atbidh), matured, would produce the 
happiest eifects to the ^eamcn tbemseUcs, and to the nation: as there 
would then unquestionably be less, perhaps no necessity at ait, for impress- 
ing, our fleets would be speedily manned, and regularly supplied with able, 
willing, and experienced seamen . Since, under Providence, fiot only the 
very existence of this nation, its commerce, and foreign settlements, bitt 
the liberties of all Europe, of which Britain is the key, mainly, if not solely, 
depend on the strength and success of the British navy, which istlte mode 
of war we ought chiefly to engage in, betng our nautical defense, it has 
long been matter of surprise to e^’ery thinking, disinterested, and patriotic^ 
subject df these realms, that neither the above-mentioned regulations, nor 
any other satisfactory scheme, has yet takfn place ; but that we should 
still be obliged to resort to the hard necessity of depriving these very men 
of their r'berty and rights, to whose valour and intrepidity, in the day 
of publie danger, we look for our preservation. Surely,’ the judicious 
advantages and remarks of Albion, Mr. Unjuhart, and otlier contributors 
to your useful work, on this subject, will not fail of producing some effect 
towards eflectuaiiy raising the public attention and interest, at the present 
lime of peace and tranquillity, and of finally ushering the momentous and 
important subject into parliament, if not during the j)re5ent, in the first 
session of the new parliament. 

Sndly, The mctho<l of governing seamen in the fleet, and keeping ttp 
a regular discipline there, is directed by certain rules, articles, and orders, 
first enacted by the authority of parliament. Soon after the Restoration, 
but now modelled, and greatly altered, since tJie peace of ^ia ie Chnpelle, 
to remedy some defects, which were of fatal consequence during the 
preceding war. »In these articles of the navy, almost every possible offeoce 
is set down, and^ the punishment thereof •annexed, in which respeet, the 
seafnaii have great advantage*. New regulations an® occasionally framed, 
according as experience points ouS their iwecessicy, and receive the 
approbation of the crown by act% of the privy council ; it is due to those 
now presiding at the Board of Admiralty, to observe, that several new aud 
excellent regulations, have been in this manner, introduced of late years; 
and it is to be hoped', they wijl coiirinue their exertions to promote the 
true interest and prosperity of the royal navy, whilst they preside over its 
afltoirs; and that their successors will be equally zealous and successful. 
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Sdly. With regnrd to t]ic privileges ^sonferred on sailors, they are parity 
much the same with those conferred on soldiers, with iTegnrd to reliel!' 
f^n maimed, wounded, or* superaiiuated ; it H afforded theil{|^, either by 
county rates, or from the royal hospital at (jreenwicli ; theya re 
idloWed the exercise of trades In corporations, and the power of itinkid|i 
testaments; and farther, no seaman on board his Majesty’s ships, Cati be 
drreeted for any debt, unless Ihe same amount to twenty pounds,' of 
upwards. It is generally thought, that greater privileges and rewards ard 
still wanted to compensate thiese brave and invaluable men, sdmany 
of whom, particularly during the hire war, continued to sert'e their country, 
liot fbf one year, nor for ten^ but fur more than twenty; thus devoting the 
best of their years, and that period of life, when a man expects and labours 
to lay by a provision for the decline of life, and the evening of his days^ 
I have only farther observe, Mr. Editor, that I have perused with 
attention and great inter^t, the various remarks and suggestions of 
JbTr. Urqnhnrt^ and your other zealous correspondents, Albion and NeMoTf 
Ike. on these important subjects, and certainly agree with them in 
thinking, that if taken under the consideration of parliament, much good 
to the country, and to the naval service, would be the consequence ; nor can' 
I believe, that the time is far distant, when this will be effected. 


N.B. I perccii^ our preseii|^iiaval force is below whet it was, in 1784, 
the year after the American war; but 1 hope we are now to rebuild with 
activity. 



0/1 the North American Timber Tradi, 

MR. EDITOR, 18/A March^ lOJf. 

I 

REJOICE to perceive, that the resolution has at length been taken 
by government, to abandon tlie duty or timber, imported from British 
America, whiej;^ would have been equally haisli, iinpuluic, and ruinous to 
the colonies, of* to British shipping and commerce. It is not perhaps 
recollected, that, in 1785, not more than 60 vessels trading to Quebec, and 
t^ul last year, above SOU sail were loaded there: the increase of trade to 
Novia Scotia, ^ still greater, but with all this iucrcase, the trade, last 
year, was barely a safe, not a lucrative one, although I hope it will once 
more become so, now tlint the important point respecting the duties, is set 
at 'res^; for the fact is, there Js no department of our commerce that 
deserves, or admits of jieing so much improve^, and solely extended as the 
colonial timber trade, and th;^ uiofe ^l^e subject is studied, the more will 
this appear to be the case. Hoping that the wisdom of government will 
uniforpily give encouragement to trade, and not seek to lessen our reviving 
commercial spirit, by injudicious taxation, and that our commerce and 
manufactures, will long continue to prosper, an increase, I am, &c. 

lyricn^ 


* There are now 32,000 peuiiouers, half fit tor duty, if wauledt ' 
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Remarht on fitting out Ship$ for Foreign Stationu 

MR* SDiTOR, March, 1818. 

O BSERVING that levtoral frigates and sloops are about to be fitted out 
for relieving ships on fopeigti stations, whose periods of service Ima 
expired, 1 would beg leave. to submit Co your consideration the following 
observations on that subject.-*! am quite aware, that the Leeward 
Islands* is one of the first stations to be relieved, and would therefore 
wish to point out the loss and disadvantage of sending out ships newly 
manned and fitted, until the next hurricane and sickly season is over ; 
instead of their being sent out in May or June, they ought certainly 
(except for pressing reasons) to be detained until October : in proof of 
this, I have to state very recent circumstances, which will, I trust, make 
the propriety of the recpmmeiidation ver^ apparent* !'> IB 15, when the 
ships now on that station sailed, they arrived either before or during the 
hurricane months, and suflfered very severely, ttaving buried many officers, 
and above two hundred prime seamen, out of six ships. The Queen’s 
regiment went out at the same time, and in four months lost fifteen offieei|, 
aud300 men : mark the difference— the 58th and 61st regiments landed in 
Jamaica in January ; and have, after more than a year’s residencCp buried 
only one officer, and very few men ; thc}’%nay now be nearly considered as 
accHtnit, or seasoned troops. Such are the advantages resulting from a 
little cai'e and attention in selecting the proper periods of the year for send- 
ing reliefs either df soldiers or men of wae«; and I trust* they will not be 
disregarded. Another consideration which very forcibly impresses itself on 
my mind is, the necessity of fitting out our relief squadrons in a more 
appropriate and efficient manner than was done three year? ago ; the con- 
sequence of which was, that in the Mediterranean our ships were com- 
pletely eclipsed by the superior size, equipment, and establishments of tlie 
American squadron, although this is only a point of honour ; yet it is the 
cause of mortification to British officers and seamen, and of exultation to 
our -late trans-atlan tic foes; and it would unquestionably be our wisdom 
and policy, not to be behind with them in those things eten in time of 
peace. We have already found the disadvantages of being negligent and 
unprepared ; and no additional lesson, 1 trust, is in store for us, or will be 
required, to effectually rouse us, or put us on our guard. In fitting out 
these ships, I trust also that the best means will be adopted^ to render their 
absence on foreign stations honourable to their country, and highly useful 
to the young officers training for service, and acquiring nautical knowledge 
on board of then. There can be no difficulty in obtaining gentlemen of 
talents and education to superintend the studies, and direct the instruction 
of the young gentlemen of the qtiarter-deck ; and I believe na small 
advantage would result from employing our men of war on all the different 
stations, in periods of pe^e like the present, in maritime surveys ; no bet- 
ter node can be devised, of usefully and profitably employing our young 

• Equally applies to Jamaica. 
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oflMnr; *jiiid*k Ou^vt M be reetollected/¥he!t at tbk day have no »u(ie« 
rior^'Or more valuable officers in the navy, than those who were traltied up 
iihder Vancouver; on his voyage of discovery; and that theWyouihtwho 
^jled with Anson and Cooke, liecame the future ornaments of their fird* 
lestion. The expeditions now fitting out*%r prosecuting discoveries I 
approve of highlyi and wish them every success. Yonr’s, &c. 



* Cry aloud# spare not# op thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my 
people their transgression^ and the House of Jacob their sins.**-^ 
IsiiaW# chapter 58, verse 1.* 

TO TUB RIOOT UONOURABLE THE LOBD MAYOR. 

MT 10P.D| 

I AM induced to address you, in consequence of what passed nt the lute 
Meeting in the Egyptian Hall| convened for the purpose of foiining an 
Auittiary Bible Society for Seamen. 

The eubgium which was advanced at that time by various gentlemen, 
and particularly by Mr. Wilbeiforce, upon the clmracter and conduct of 
merchant seamen# when in the service of their country, and the lacknow. 
ledged gratitude ^ue to them from their fellow couutryii|pn, were suffident 
lo make every merchant seaman in Umb country proud of hts profession, 
had it not been attempted, at the same time, to cusc a stigma upon tlieir 
moral ctiaracter generally^ not founded in fact. 

I have no doubt that you, ray Lord, and many persons present, would 
draw conclusions, both from the address published (by a meeting convened 
at the Jerusalem Cofiee«house, W. T. Money, Ksq. M.P# in tlie Chair), 
and from the observations made at the time, that the inercaniile seamen of 
this counti 7 are not only the lowest order of society in these realms, but, 
egrpaably to the address, « ia a itefe qf ignorance and projligacy, impfovi- 
dent, tind insuhordinatc;^ so much so, chat it would be natural to suppose 
chat few, if any, of them are trained fit far dvil tociety, or have a know- 
ledge that there is such a hook as the Bible. 

^ Being teyself a mrchaiit seaman, and one of chose# agreeably to the 
fext of a Reverend flentJeman, who have gone down to the sea in ships» 
and transacted business on the great waters, mod have seeik the wanders of 
the l/>rd on the deep and when tlicyrbt have been more t^un once, twice# 
or thrice, on the verge.of eternity, it gave rise to reflections in my mind, 
fiiat roused me to form those opipioos which I have lately publish*^ on 

. ♦ As a seaman, I deem this applicable to the people of (hn coupiry, who have 
ftansgressed on the rights and liberties of thott fellow«countryroeiii the merchaiic 
fleamen of this realm, by impreisneut'; and ftiHowing clm^se may liy| fairly 
applied to the Corporation of the IVinlqr-Hotise, ibr neglecting those sacred 
dados they are bound to perforin totMrdy Britjyh seanep, as a guide 'fotbeir tteral 
and religioiu conduct. • ^ . 
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the suljcct of our miirifie ijitom, and tbo avUi orisig^ rff^a'iiopiiBiiatoti 
in A moral poini of view. , , , 

ft so haiipens, that my years allow me to have a knowIed|^ and ei^per^ 
€fl|loe of the time of peace* between the «var of American Independ#^* 
end the commencement of cHiriete war in J793* at which time the chfirao- 
ter. conduct, and situation of the merciiant seamen pf tint country, either 
as officers or men, was very different from what they now are, either as to 
their rank in society, or moral conduct* At that time I had commanded 
seamep for some years, and I will venture to assert, that nine out of ten of 
those 1 commanded, had a Bible in their poitmion^ and that very seldom 
did a Sunday pass over without their reading it. At that time there was 
no class of men in this kingdom lea guilty of crim#, or ftwer reduced to a 
s' ate (^mendicity. If such is the fact, and which 1 believe cannot be 
denied, would it not hvhre been more coiisistent^r the Meeting, in the 
first idsMnce, if wished tb' improve the '^morals of seamen, to have 
inquired into the causes which gave rise to their demoralization since that 
time, and to ha«e commenced ^e improvement of their morals hcpeafair» 
by removing those causes which had led to their subversion f ^ ^ 

Seamen, perhaps more tliau any other class of men, act from the natural 
feelings of heart, guided by. the (jictalcs qf^conycience, frmu which 
spi;ings tiial sense of honour^ Iionesty, and generosity, so peculiarly 
CO. their character; an<l t may venture further to Assef|, that there, 
18 no class of ^nen more void ,pf vicious conduct, than the regular , hf^d^mer- 
chant seamen, ahhough 1 will thatit may lie alleged againsi them,* 
that they Comi|nit, more acts of folly and inconsistencies, as regards them^ 
selves, than any other class of nien^ ^ But when you. cousider that seamer^, 
** who go down to the sen ip ^hips^ and transa^ thcjr busineN^ pn the. 
great waters," are deprived a great pa^t of Jtheir time of those social enjoys 
inents nnd coinforty, which other men.pn shore possess, ChrUtian charity^, 
! presume, wilf inake great allowance for their copduct. , , 

I would Bsk^ not only to what cause must be attributed die present dqge-. 
ncrated state of many of our seaiuen, |^s far as regards thejr character, ia. 
a moraj and religious point of view; but also what baa caused them, and 
now edtaa them ^ to deserl their, country^ their J[amiIieSp and their Jrknib^ 
and seek an asylum on a iistant shore i This, I ^ve .no hesicatiun ta 
declare, arises from the evil^ of^ iqipre^piei^ that scourge and bane to the 
happi'nem and welfare of British ,^nmeuj( although bo^witb the rights apd 
prhrileges of British subjeqis. ' 

If such evils proceed from imprepimentj would it not have been reasona*. 
Lie to aspect, that persons pobbesshu; a knowledge of Christianity, afid sen* 
siblg.of die obligations they owe to seamen, would have inquired, wh/ 
wise laws and rej^ujationS have not l^enVraincd to do it away ? 

1 have no doubt, tiiat die gehtleinen who called ,toge|iher the Meeting, 
were actuated, as they thought, by the. purest principles of ohrisriapity^ 
towards' teamen. Yet it appeiprs most extraordinary, that amung so many- 
reniailis bfenred on their mckal conduct, by Reverend Gendeineu end 
others, 'll ndveir occurred to any of them to inquire, from what capWI 
originated diet hbrnorality they so strongly represented as dftachtid fo 
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probation. Perhaps they feel « leif-interOBt In tlie aehrices of aeatnen, and 
therefore wish to pass over the means bjr which they ore ohtaincd without 
QQtice. 

; (now beg leave to inform Gentlemen, that regular-bred Beanien have a 
particular mode of thinking for themselves. ' They reasonably expect, that 
before any persons presume to teach others the moral duties of life, they 
vrill practice those duties tfiemselv^. Upon this principle, allow me to 
alk» if there was any man in tliat Meeting, either belonging to the iegilda* 
ture or the pulpit, who would loy his hand upon his heart and say, that be 
bad performed the duties of a Christian towards seamen (men, to whom 
they have acknowledged they owe, agreeably to Mr. Wi1belrfo|ce*8 asser* 
tion, a double shara of gratitude fpr their past services and sufferings), by 
publicly endeavpurii^ to do away tliat scourge of their lives and liberties- 
impressment ? Yet' thjfCTc were many present on that occasion, who have 
vociferated in the caute of humanity^ when urging the abolition of 
African Slavery, At that time they forgot, that the men' to whom they 
owe those great blessings, the value of which they endeavoured to impress 
on the Meeting, had been in a state of shivery for upwards of twenty yearst 
and may now be said to be ia that state ; for what seaman can say, that he 
may not be dragged away before tf^morrow from his family adttfriendi, con- 
trary to his inclinations, and to the injury of his pecuniary interests ? Such 
It state of uncertainly to the mind of a British seaman, const itutef slavery* 
How persons themselves Christians, can reconcile Isuch contract 

to those feelings of humanity which they have expressed for the African, 
how they can reconcile this to those principles of Christianity they wish 
to teach seamerv. is beyond my comprehension. Surely this it nut acting 
with Christian charity towards them ! 

Were f asked as n seaman, in what way 1 would begin to remoralhe my 
profession, even into that state in which it was in 1793, T would recom- 
mend the reading of that Bible you arc now going to place in the hands of 
teamen, to the Rulers of these Realms, the Lords of the Admiralty,' the 
Corporation of the Trinity-House, the Marine Society, and to the Revitfrend 
^ Gentlemen, and others of the Legislature, who offered their opinions to 
the Meeting . that day, on the depravity of my profetsion and I would 
particularly cal) (heir attention to the chapter of the' gospel of 
St. Matthew, 36thj|y|0tii verse wherein they will find a luwye'r said unto 
Jesus, Master, is the great commandment in the Law ?* Jesus 

said unto him, thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy htarf, with 
al^thy soul, and with all thy roii\^. This is the first and ^rcat cotiimand- 
merit ; ^ and ihe second U like unto it^ ^hou shalt love thy nki^hour^m thy* 

, self: on these two commandment^ hapg all the Law and the Prophets.'’ ♦ 
If the duties of Christianity are comprised in these two comttiahdmefits, 
allow oie to ask, where are the men in ifiis country who have peribrnied 
ISWr duties as Christians towards seamen f ‘ ' 

. — ■ , . — ..i., I , 

' * Seamen, reasoning on this portiun of Scripture,, would sajp, that 

those persons, who are now going to teach them Christianity,^ arp only half 
Clrfiatiinstheaiiielves,' according to.ihe duties of ChriMiaai« pfpanwgafvd by out 
Saviour hims«lf« aud therefore incontrovertible. 
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After, having taught tlie persons before mentioned, the duties of a 
Christian towards his neighbour, I would recotniDend to them; by way bf 
-preparing the minds of our seamen for receiving the subitine doctrines of 
Christianity, that they should convince^ them, in the first instance, 'ftmt 
ibey can act up to its true principles, by calling the attention of Parilameiit 
to the propriety of investigating the whole of our marine system, and of 
endeavouring to do away the evils of impressment. This would relieve the 
minds of seamen from those feelings which now incessantly torture them 
even in the time of peace, and give them hopes, that they might hereafter 
enjoy the rights ;iiid privileges of Britbh subjects, in an equal degree wilh 
their fellpw-countrymen, and once more remme that rank in Society they 
formerly possessed. • 

It perhaps may be advanced by fioncte persons, that the evils of impress-* 
menc cannot be don<s away. 1 Jffoft positively deny : and I Will go 
yet further, and say, that if the friends of humanity in this kingdom will 
only bring forward the question in the manner 1 have recommended, I will 
pledge myself to offer sucli further suggestions, agreeably to the outlines L 
have already proposed, as shall lay the foundation for accomplishing this 
important dcMderatum. 

There cofi he no doubt, if proper attention were given to subject, 
that a code of laws and regulations, 8i%gested and formed by men possess- 
ing nautical knowledge and experience as regards seamen, would do away 
^8 evil. This accomplished, your navy^ both in time of war and peace, 
would be manned with reoular-bred seamen; your merchant ships with 
British subject if trained and training as seamen^ without foreignirs f and 
your fisheries^ the source of wealth, and seamen, to these realms, would ho 
upheld in time trf war as in peace. These combined unddir a proper system, 
would prove a nursery fur seamen, equal to the exigencies of the state, 
when required. Then should we have seamen of good moral characters, 
possessing their just rights and privileges as British subjects, free from sla- 
very, enjoying social intercourse with tlieir families and friends, without 
the dread of being hunted down as wild beasts ; seamen retaining those 
feelings of attachment Co their native coontiy, which the evils of impress* 
luent too often eradicate. To endeavour to restore them to this happy con^- 
dicioi), would be acting on the true principles of Chiistiaa charity. 

1 DOW call the attention of Mr. Wilberforca to what he advaUMd that 
day, that the people of this country owed a d| j|P € share of gratitude 
tp seamen, for their past services and sufferings in the cause of their 
aoputry duritlg the long war,'’ I feel no hesitation to say, that seamen 
jwUl judge ofnho^ feelings of buroaifity, and Christianity, wluch hf and 
others professed that day ft> cherish towards themtby their actions hereafter, 
OA dm. subject of impressment;* add I sincerely hope, that they will be 
enabled tq assert, that they have performed their public and private duties 
«s<?liristians, agreeably to the second commaiidmcut of the Law and the 
ProphetS) towaHs seamen. Failing of this, 1 have no doubt that Mamen 
asiWfoe' all their late eulogium upon them to a wish to acquire 
popularicy. 

' 1 tiowxbll the attention of another ihember of the legislatarOf to vfhat he 
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adviaoed on that day, particularly to hia observation, that the safety of 
thii%Kalms would hereafter depend on the moral conduct of our seanien. 

I fwrfoctly agree with this gentleman, that if ihe mOral oondiif r of our seo- 
nspir he not wnprovid, and a sincere attachment to ilw ir rountry raised to 
theif iwfids^ hlfftot another war takes place (and Clinch only can l)e doi||^ 
hy <laiiig away she evil* of nwpresstoent), it may he found that 
our mm wiu again^^fM^ fAeir country. Tlir deelared aentiments airf 
of this gentieman, presonha it as a duty which he owet to hll 
country and British seamen, to advocate Iheir cause In that plafce wH« 
ibgy may eipeot that tlieir just nghu and privileges will he luatiitained, for 
the B0q 4 of the country and the profeHsioa. 

I now beg lea^e^ to dall your attention to that part of the heTore-mea* 
Hoped address, wheto it is said, ihat the City ol London m particular 
lud atoostaactod obliratioo te fulfil, towards this. neglected cla-s of oor 
populatien.’* If such isthe fact, what must be the leehng^ of the Corpora^ 
lion of the I^ity.Hoiiae, in conaequence of haiing neglected their dutier 
towards stamen, as regards ihoir moral and religious cn«duci-»-a duly 
which fonnerly particularly attaclied to that Corporation, as is lully proi^ 
by their tenth by-law;* although, tike many other essential duties, they 
ought to ^rform, for the good ol their conntry, and British seamen, it 
apppirs to be unknown to them at ihia pme. 

Be assured, my Lord JUayor, iluit if n proper attention was giien to the 
seamen idi^his realm, by traniing wise laws and regulatimn, adapted fO 
(heir good rule an4roanag!tineiit, there is no class of men in this country 
who woqld more Hcneraily inaniiaii^ a belter looral chnractc r, or he less 
djkpendaut op charity as paupers, or prove themselves more lovnl subjects, 
in tlic cause of thrir King aud then Country, when their seruces might be 
lequirgd, ^They then would, as heretofore, be enabled to purchase Bibles 
lorfltepDi^lvei at t|ieir own cost, without being treated as paupers This I 
a aip confident would induce them to set a much higher vahie upon them, 
and Co pay more attcotion to Jtheir contents, than any other metliutf that 
cao be devised* I um, &c. 


IfqyiTs toffce^lJoiact 

JlarcAsr, lQi8« 




0 When this by-laSPMH made, it appear, that prayers were regularly fepceted 

on board of all sliips ; and, upoh ntiging of Ike bell fur ihat purpose, every 
ofSeer and teaman was bound to attend, under the penalty of 2«. 6d. each time, 
to tlg|poor*ikbog oftheTnnity-Houte.* At that time, blasphemy^ drankepacisv 
auAsJeepiug on shore at nighr, were subject to fine lor the same purpose. Why 
have tbtse good and wholesome Jaws aftd regalatiani been negiccifd and 
forgotten ? c a IS 

1 have, In my eaViy years, saded in a ship wbare pray curs yefy ^epeaksd gvf rj 

day ; and 1 bate sailed in ships, even during the latn war, op beard ofnwhici ^ 
an oath was teldeni to be heard from any man and this arose apprgly fcppi 
example, jpot only m a moral point of view, but that blasphemy was d^ca^d 
drrogatoiy apd dwgracefjfil to tbe cbaractur and conduct of a uiperier oficcf who 
had 10 coniflsfld British seamen. * 


cfiRnmoKDC^rr. 
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On Ship Building, 

■ * 

«cR. i4pfi/ aO/A, 

1 FIND there ii m ptestot eonsider&blft intmst, ftnd teiMe tfiftiefj, 
excited by the uareiDittuig exertbns and iier^verandt of the 
cant, in preparing a great and powerful navy, and it his bedotlie 
men question, since the Franklin visited our borbours, km we any 
daipbed ships capable uf lieing made a match for heri by reoeiviiig addi- 
tional. and weightier guns ? Now, Sir, I can inform your readers, that we 
have of ^his description of ships about iamtipi besides eigiK building, of 84 
gjtpui, and" of superior siae and dinenaions, according to my* inforimi- 
tioia; one of these twenty is the KenS() now repairiig;^ afid dtridg for an 
increased weight of meiaJ ( anotlier is the Fbudroyanf, both •of 90 ybiis, 
and I trust when put out of hand, we shall have the setisfaciioo of know- 
ing, that they will answer perfectly well, armed with SO pounders, accord- 
ing to the American principle, and carrying very nearly the same number 
of guns, as well as weight of metal, as the Franklin : if it is so, we have 
then eighteen other ships which can be 6tted in the same maimer ; viz. t)ie 
Tennant, Malta, Scipio, Hivoli, Gssar, Superb, Rnchefurti^ Genoa, 
Achiile, Duniiegal, Cambridge, Renown, Implacable,^ Spencer, Spartiate, 
Bulwark, and Warspite. I shall rejoice to hear, dial tliesd fine ships can 
cany 36- pounders on both decks ; for altl|ough of k^s tonnage by a good 
deal than the Franklin, yet with equally heavy ftfetal, unid well manned, 
they will fight a hard battle, and he capable of laying alongside of Jonathan's 
finest 8t\ips : so far well : but even allowing this to be the case, still 
necessity of building larger two-deckers, is nevertheless jgreat and urgent, 
aud will, 1 trust, be quickly attended to, if the 84’s now in hand are net 
of the Franklin^ tonnage, ear. 2,500 tons. I hope those nezt Kitd down 
will be ordered of tliese dimensions ; we must be prepared to fight quite on 
equal tprins, in order to obiaui tliat glonuua success which the country will 
look fur, and which, if the odds are not too great, it will not expect in 
vain, from its gallant officers and seamen. 1 am convinced the wish is 
universal, to see more stnps built of 2,500, and 1,400 tons, 84’s and fiO’s ; 
and (be&qrd of Admiralty will, kaoi well persuaded, be no longer slow 
to Gomj^y with the edmest wishes of all ranks. 1 trust, therefore, *Spe/hr*9 
infucmaUon-lias not been premature ;"’aud^ that Loqj^^elwilc is^ about to 
gifrebis.Oird^ for a dozen new spanking ships of eaqh class* 



• • 

, . Nary Eilmutet. • 

- -t ' f ^ 

MA. iDtTOR, * London, lOih April, 1818, 

A i tfie'lbOotnpanying fisttmak, ordered to be printed by tlie Hoooumble 
'Ule'Hbitse of Commons, on tl/e 17th of last February, imist no donbt 
prdre interefting to your readers, I have great latisfm^tion il^forlnarding 
the same for thk purpose of its being recorded iu tlie pages of your Naval 
CuROMCtE. ' 



GOMSIFOKHIMrCBi 

I litM iiit opportutiitj of acknowledgtfij^ to you the pleasure t receive iit 
payii!^ your monthly Nupiben, as they era published ; and Altho^gh | aqi 
^4lt9r^buftAened wuh cash (being but a half-pay lieutepapi), yet X pasore 
yeil moatobecrfully contribute ifty St. towards tbeeppport of a Wor^ sp 
piooiiiiarly interesting to all ranks in my professioni; and | trust that tlili * 
majority of ray brother officersi either a-float or on sfaorei aroi like 
iO|fig|f| your Subscribers. I am your wpU wisher^ 

4n Eitimait ttf the Charge of tehat may he neecttary far ike BuUdinig^ 
Re-buildings and Repairs of Sh^s if War^ in hk Majestfs and ike 
hieMantd Yards, wad ctkor extra Iferfct, aetr and above wkai ss pro- 
posed to he done upon ike Heads qf Wear and Tear and Ordinary, for ike 
Year 1818. 


DEPTFORD YARD. 


Charge of Hull, Mastfl, YardSf 
Rigging, and Stoiei* 


Rusmi^fTe, building ; time of completion uncertain 1,800 

SoutaAMPTOH , 60 , building ; to be^cotnpleted 1819 6,800 

Bloitdb, 46 , bdilding f to be completed 1818 I 4 yi 60 

46 , building; to be completed 1818 * 88 , 800 * 

AstAioK, 46 , buildmg; to be completed 1819 5,650 

^LACRiTY, brig, 10 , building; to be completed 1818 3,580 

Monarch, 84 , ordered to be built 10^000 

EottJS, 46 , oidef^d to be built 7 , 6)0 

Drdalls, 46 , ordered to be built 7,610 

Mercvry, 46 , ordered to be built T ,610 

' Pegasus, 46 , ordered to be built * 7,610 

Am El,, brig, 10 , ordered to be built 61*138 

llORATio, 46 , large repair ; to be completed 1818 81,(900 

CuRApOA, 48 , large repair ; to be completed 1818 16,150 

For tbia repairof two frigates 19»800 


1 


Total.. 


£ 447,850 


WOOIWXCH YAPD. 

Ala VERA, 74, building; to be completed April 1818 ....'.i 
n^WEE, *74, building; to be completed September 1818 
Xtis, 58, building* to be completed August 1818 mimm i,...* 
TEVRdEREa^i 84, ordered to be built «. ........ 

iioacawsii, 88, ordered to be built 

WiHCBESTER, 60, ordered to be built 

QjLYira, 46, ordered to be built 

Jasoe, 46, ordered tp be built 

Meeusa, 46, ordered to be built 

Hebe, 46, ordered to be bttil^ .•••a 


... JO,0^ 




CMBWOmXNCE. 


m 

AtboLl, t8, drdtfred to te btotlt 11|4W 

Lti^x, briff, IS, Ordered to he built. 

BAftftiOouTA, IO» ordered to be built l#ddQ^ 

Bxaole. 10, ufcicred to^ built 1,600 

Devon sill itE, 74, krge repeir ; to be completed DoO»nber 1818 68,800 
Aurora, 46, liir^e repair ; to be cotnpleebd October 6818 19,100 

CREictNT, 46« large repair ; to be completed August 1818 17|500 

AnlE, 43, between middling and large repair ; to be completed 

September 1818 6,400 

BeowivO, brig, 18, middling repair 3,310 

ScARBoaouda,'74, in good condition 210 ^ 

Towards the repair of two frigates..*. 24,000 


Total.. £ 334,850 


CHATHAM YARD. 

1 

PaiircE Beqrnt, 130, building ; time of completion uncertain .. 10,500 

Traeai6ar, 106, building; Urae of completion uncerlain 18,300 


Brisk, brig,. 10, buildiag; to be completed September 1818 .. .5,800 

^DCSTiab,. 10„ building ; to be completed September 1818 ^ 5,250 

FoRiai>4BL£, 86, ondared to be built ...4 8,800 

Fdwerful, 84, ordered to be built .lOjpOO 

DiaiTa, 46, ordered to be built ' .9,50oi^ 

Latora, 46, ordered to be built 9,200 

Mrriiaid, 46, ordered to be built 6,100 

Taams, 46, ordered to be built 6,100 

irmtdR;K/46, ordered to be built 6,100 

GEKfiA,' 7$, to complete fitting her as an English ship of war ; to 

be^Opinpleted January 1818 4,300 

AcHiLtR, 7$t laq^ repair ; time of completion uncertain ....... 18,000 

Bevenbr, 80, middling repair; time of completion uncertain .16,000 
GLenamgR, 74, between small and middling repair ; time of 

cdill^etio.a uuccriain 18,000 

CoRQultfttanoR, 74, very small repair ;^"to be completed February r 

1818 .1. 10,360 

l^ERFOoL, 50^very small repair; to be completed February 1818 5,90^ 

MEREfAus, 46^1arge repair ; to be completed April 18181. ^ 4,800 

UmiAUN^n, 46, large repair ; Co be completed March 1818 ... . 5,556 

dwRR Glenoower,'' 42, large repair ; no be completed August , , 

.........a 10,500 

IpEirAli 36; middling repair; to be Completed August 1818 .... 5,15Q 

4ooafr,t 86, very smull repair; to Ire completed December 1818 1^506 

TfteACiAN,' brig, 18, faige repair; to be completed March 1818 0,^100 

ipAERowHAWK, 18, between middling and large repair ; to' be 
^mpleted April 1818 3,400 

XXXIX. IS 





Slf 

« ^ I, Cliaii»*f0ull, tfitts* Y«r<(». 

f Bi|gUi|« •ii4 ttoRt. 

9lnj^YCHr 18» imail repair; to be completed Oeorab^r IdlB,. lidOCT 
CM^liio, fOMkll repair; to becfunplated December 4bl8 tjMf 

Total ^ 215^ 


, ^ SHEEBNESS YARD. 

ksDiriDASt 46| betweeo middling and large repair; tobeootd- 


pleted May 1818 

Rsmi 4B| latge repair ; to be coniploted March 1819 


lutal le 38,880 

PORTSMOUTU yard : 


WATERroo, 80, building; to be completed Norembm 1818^... 81,000 
pBiacB Hboemt, yacht, building, to be completed July 1818 »• * ^080 
brig, 10, building; to be completed October 1818 4,960 

tofiLiGHr, 10, building; to be completed October 1818 .r**.. 

PblNGESi C harlotte, 104, ordered to be built 80,000 

CARNATfc, 74^ ordered to be bulk 5,000 

Mrw, 74, ordered m|ba built .p * a^GOO 

IliwnivA, 46, ordered to be built a,8b0 

Ibac, 46, ordered be built f,8ta 

ftarELOPE, 46| ordered to be built 7,610 

tkALiA, 46, ordered |o be built 7,610 

SamaeaVO, brtf^ 18> ordored to be byilc 8,000 

WaWXTI, 76, large repair; to be completed August 1818 . . . « 85/)0O 

ScLTAV, T4y laria repair; to be completed October 1818 b4,000 

SotHBUROB, 74, large repair; to be completed September 1819 18,500 
BsirBOW, 74f belireen middling and large repair ; to be completed 

^ Oupiember 1819 17,000 

AMuav, 74, between small and middling repair ; to be completed 

i>ceiinber 1818 26,600 

ElepIiaM, 58, cutting down from a74gunehip; to be com- 
pleted May 1818 11 000 

BACCBAlin» 46, small repair ; to^ completed Ncirember 18 18 s'^dOO 
Amussa, 46, Small repair ; to be complet|fl December IBIS,* » 9^,706 
fttiHCULO, brig, .18, between small and middling repair; (fo be * 

completed Nd^ember ) 816 8 , 0 ^ 

lUuonoVR, 18, smallrcpair; to be omipleced June 1818ppp. .« 6,100^ 

PaRtRiaB, 10, between middling rikI 4ei|^ repair ; to be com- 

r frteted Januery 1818 ^ 5od 

S^ikmrMht, 46, in good condition 

jy||^lUt|Tfe,46t 81 good condition 6,960 

mgoodootiduion 51^0 

"^AKSLROv, 10|kiBSodooBdiiion*.....«,....«pp.p 500 


lutal £ 240,500 
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WnhHb uAImm. 


PLYMOUTH YARtt 

fiRiTAKNiAi building; time of completion unoertnin S5,C90 

PoRTLAVD, CO, building ; time of compfetion uncertain 1Q|000 

LoNXHiv, j04, ordered* to be built...***.*.***.**.*.*..... 8,500 

Lakcaster, 60, ordered to he built... 13,700 
CebMR0S,46, ordered to be built **«S.. 6^100 
Circe, 46, ordered tobe built. •..*....•*.*••*.«. *..•••. 6,100 

PifoiEEPiNE, 46,, ordered to be built 6,100 

StATiRA, 46, ordered to be built*.*. 6,100 

Eclipse, brig, 10, ordered to be built •••.*. •*..*. 4,600 

!£mAous, 10, ordered to be built 4,600 

Fouorqyavt, 83, lfirg| repair ; to be completed October 1818. • 31,650 

Kfn't, 80, large repair; time of completion nncertain 18,000 

Milford, 78, between middling and large repair; time of com- 
pletion uncertain 1,300 

SrlRIl^G Castle, 74, large repair; to be completed October 1818 37,300 
RfPoR, 74, between middling and large repair ; time of comple- 
tion uncertain 1,300 

Mulgravp, 74, between middling and large repair; to be com- t 

pieted November 1018 .......*^ 4 * 88,000 

RcputsE, 74, large repair; time of completion uncertaiii ••*... 530 

Saturn, 58, small repair; to be completed January 1^8 ..•• 1,100 

Resistance, 46, middling repair ; to be completed April 1818.. 1(^460 

Nisus, 46, small repair ; time nf completion uncertain 640 

Pyramus, 43, between middling and large repair ; to he com- 
pleted June 1818 13,000 

Dartmouth, 42, between middling and large repair; to be iJm- 

pkfted November 1818 13,500 

Pelorus, biig, 18, middling repair ; to be completed June 1818 3,680 


Total je 340,140 

PEMBROKE YARD. 

Bolleulr, 74, building ; thne of elkpletion uncertain 
Fisqard, 46, building; time of completion nncertain .« 

Melampus, 46, building ; time of completion uncertain 

Nrarus, 46 ,, ordered to be built 

Uaiiadryad, 46, ordered.to be built 

Falcon, bng, 10, ordered to be built 

PaoLic, 10, ordered to be biylt 


. 35,000 
. 16,000 
* 1,300 

. 1,000 
! 1,000 
.. 3,000 

3,000 


Total jC 



cousilPdJfowcc. 


0i6 


M£jtcEAm^s Edna 

BOMBAlr. " 

Chtffe of Hiittt IfaiH^ iMh 

MirMAtLt 74| building; to be coi|ipleted September IBlfi 


OenoES, 64, ordered to be built > i0fiOO 

S/uaxoAFATAU, 46, Ordered to be built J " 


Total for the ships in the King’s Yards 1,170,990 

Totalfor the ships at Bombay, &C. 60,000 


Grin j Total for the Ships ^ l,«a||990 


•¥r. UrquhartU 'Reply to An OJiccr ta the Naoyi 

SIR EHITOR, 

1 B£G leave, through the medium of yoirr Chreniele, to acknoa ledge 
the receipt of a Pamphlet, in teply to my Letters on Imfrassmeot, 
etated to be written by au Ofiicer in the Navy. 

IVhen any person (or persons), attempt to coireit the aritteo o^imoirs 
of anotlier, he certainly ought to read them witii some atteiHioo, and if 
they are intelligible, he ought to comprehend them before be ofiets opinions 
liitnaelf. Hovv far my remarks are intelligible, and how far they have been 
comprehended by an Officer in the Naey, 1 leave for the present to the 
judgment qf othets. My only request at this time is, that those who read 
the pdhlicatinn befbre-mentiooed, will compare ainny of those passages on 
whi^ the Ofttker of the Navy has animadverted, with what I have o^red ; 
and also reflect on the old adage, as represented by this Officer in the Navy, 
that one tale may be received as true, unui anothei is told. Suth 1 pre- 
sume will hereafter prove to be the fact. 

This Officer in the Navy complains of some allusions which I base made 
when offering opinions on the naval service, in general terms ; compare 
these with the remarks he has made on those officers who were in the navy 
before the year 1790,* from which Lme peihaps he commenced his career 
in the naval service, or more promily in 1793 Allow me to ask, ifl 
bave made nny alhision half so severe upon naval officers, in general terms, 
as tins wnter has done on a certain class of naval officers pdkiiedJy^ This 
certainly claims the particular attention of naval officers, but more partfeq- 
birly of Admirals Carl 6t. Vincent, Lord Fs mouth, Strachaa, Whtffifaed, 
Hope, Yoiie, Moore, Sawyer, Cockbufa, Hotbam, and many others now 
living, who had ihany of the principnl commnds during the late war, and 
no doubt trained the superior dais of officers to which this wnter belongs, 
by their ahill and judgment.f 


f See page IS Of this publicaties. 


f Sef page 9 ot diliot 
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The immortal NelflOOi achnowledged the advantages he derived aa 
a seamen, in eonaequeooe of having eerved *00 hoard of a ship in the West 
Indjp 'i^riide, would never have gained a victofy over ihe enemies of his 
oOotitry* or had a mimuitieot raised tp his memory, if he had not ^eea 
opposed by them. *‘Oppoaition on the part of such writers as the Involttii* 
tary Idler, and an Office^ in the Navj, will, in due time/ promote the 
cAuse of doing away the evib of impliessmeiit, by exposing their want of 
fc4pdr||dge on Che subject of the cause of the aversion which regular-fieett 
mecohant seamen have to the naval service. 


Uojj^i Caffee^outCg 
tethAprilf 1818. 


I am, &c. 




Atxr 


PIRATE 507. 

Fortran of tAe Splpk, ^ 

I F the value of a Portmit be (as we think it is) increased, by the diffi« 
culty of acc^s to the original, that must be most so to which all 
access to the original is impossible. The Sylph, of which we give the 
annexed representation, was unfortnnately wrecked on the 17th Jaonniy, 
1815, and of lit souls on board her at the time, only 6 were saved, con* 
mating of the purser and 5 senmon ! For particalars of this most distressing 
accident, we refer the render to voU xxxiii. p. 831, where they are given as 
extracted from the Ne» York Gauttem 
The Sylph mounted 80 guns; vix. 10 carronades of 84 lbs. 8 long 
J 8-pounders, and SI 18-pound carronades; her dimensions were afi 


/bllows 

F¥. In. 

Length of the gun-deck 107 0 

Keel for toonage......*. 83 10| 

Breadth extreme.. 89 11 
DepCk^ 14 8 

Burthen in tons 399 » 

• 

She was built at Bermuda hi 1818. * 

• • 


* Qaferj if the writer {or writers} of this Pamphlet are not the same peraair 
(m 4wneDs) who wrote in the Peaxrc bxeeaa under this tiiniuuref and 
rvoeived a severe lepiiaMuid fhnn the master of a merchant ship, and en ax- 
heuieiHHit# 
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HANUSCiUPT FROM S?. 

CnUHSLATEO jr ns BDtWB.1 
[CoBtinaed froo) page 23S.] 

fV^IHCS was I compelled to war. Masscna roaintaioed his poiidtai at 
jL Genoa, hut the armies of ilie Republic no longer dared to piBss either 
the Alps or the Riilne. Italy was iherelore to be re*eiitei^d, and in Oer* 
many peace be a second time difitated to Aastria. SuchVas my plan ; but 
I had neither soldiers, krtillery, nor firelocks. 

I called ouil^tlie conscripts, ordered arms to be made, and aroused the 
fueling of national honour, which in the French never dies. 1 collected an 
army, one-half of which was not yet clothed. ^Europe laughed at my 
soldiers, but payed dearly for its moment’s mirth. ^ 

It was, howeser, impossible to undertake openly a campaign with such 
an army. To surprise the enemy, and take advantage of its astonishment, 
was necessary, and that I resoUed to dma Ceneral Suchet was moving 
slowly through the defiles of Nice, and Massena still prolonged, from day 
to day, tlie defence of Genoa. I«et out, proceeded to the Alps, and my 
nrcseiice, and the brilliandy of the enterprise, reanimated the soldiers. 
They bad no shoes, but they all seemed to march as though they were a 
van-guard. 

At no period of my life did I experience 4ny sensation eiftial to that 
stbioh I f^t in crossing the defiles of the Alps. lUie echoing shouts of the 
^mty announced -to me a victory uncertain, but probable. I was about to 
smt again that Italy, which had been the theatre of my* first achievements, 
lily artillery slowly mounted die rocks. length hiy chief grenadiers 
^roa^hed the summit of St. Bernard. They threw their caps into dieeir, 
trimmed with rose-coloured ribbons, and shouted with joy. The Alps 
were heights wo desceirded like a torrent. 

General X’Asqe commanded the vOn-guard. He rapidly possessed hhil* 
^ self 'of Ivihe, Verecil, Pavia, and the passage of the fo, which the whole 
army passed without opposition. 

At this time we were all, both soldiers and generals, "young ; and were 
all dosirous of making our fortune. We tr^tUd as fhtigues, and 

suU more so, dangers — We were indifferent ttPall bit Gloryt ^hich was not 
to he obtaiited but in tlie field4it battle. ^ ,, *' 

Op first notice of my arrival^ the Austrigijf^ began (p Urtbnmuvre on 
Ales^rja* AsseigbW witbiO place at the moment* whUi I appeared 
their poK|iiii| Idddeta des^pemOnt in fVoif bfthf Bor* 
mjdi^ I Me orders tu a^aiA Iheipt bu^, Iheiv lutiHe^ wiie^lii^pr to 

btfftalions^'W9ioidjt*gtouhC Wfeline 
w a i f g fip erigji <l^omy iWoJktta]ion]| ofihe goard', idd h) I was 

, nfirtisIfilMlftipoitofd^^^ At'iaWthe 

^vision 

*SrjiiadhisdABiwi^ett^>m liT which 
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tht antre of the enemy TAts gree^ feaerst w»j|^iUe4atthe 

nmmentin whic^ an immorwl fic^tory wardecidSd. ^ 

Tfie enemy fied for shelcer eadertim^^iUsof Alesaodna, bacsbeWKlIgei 
were too narrow to aflford them a paMOge^and the confusion was immei||e : 
we tool masses of artillery, and whole Imttalions. The Austrians, collected 


behind the Tanar, their conjimomcations cut olf> retreat impracticable^ aadl 
tbrabgjjRd in ilia tear by Masseua and Suchet, with a vrctonoiis aroy^lR 
accepted the terms we imposed on them. Melas implorem 
oaptSiiiatipiiy wiiioh in the pride oi war was unattended to* All Italy 


was restorecuto me, and the oenquered aimy afterwards saw their arms at 
the ^t ot oor conscripts. • t 

Tib was^bhe mostdistingiiiahed day of my life, for to France it was one of 
the briglitesc in tlie anpals of hei glory— she experienced in ibr situation H 


compiqte and glorioUs clhiiige— slie had only to en)uy the peace slie liad 
conquered— to repose in the tranquil sleep ol tlie Lion — to be happy, Ibr 


she wasgreatt 

The factions appeared quiet, awed hy the glory I had acquired. All was 


peace m V^dde— eien j;he Jacobins were compelled tocongiatulHte me on 
suy Victory ; foi it was also in their lavour. I had now no iivals. 

Common danger, and public enthusiasm, produced a niomentery union 
of parties. The security 1 had now placed tlvein iii again d vided thmu. 
Where. therp is no centre of incontestable power, theie me always founds 
men whq« will endeavour to possess theinselies of it. It was thus with 
mine. My authority was no more tlioii a |eroporniy magistracy, and was 
ctierefore qpt uaassailgble. " Certain vain and presumptuous men, faiicviiig 
themselves men of talent, opened a campaign against and for tlieir » 
head qparCRrt chose the Inbunal. juliieit it was that they began to attaok 
me udder thq name of the Executive Power. 

Had I yieMigl to their deciam&iions, I should haie given npdie com- 
monwealth OfAhe stfde. It had many enemies, itcamld not diminish llieu 
strength, and thfre was no time to be ibst in words. A l>old experiment 
was resolved 'On, but which of itself would not l«ie been subcieiit*to 
silence men of tins description^ who preferred flie ur itificatioa of dieir 
vanity to the hiterest^ Of their country, apd who had endeavoured to gain 
popularity by refusiijg tbe»supplies, discrediting the goveinmeni, impeding 
its progre(| 9 ,'‘and idse^Che fecnuiting of the army. « 

By these ineara^ We.s|iould have bpeii, in less than a fortnight, at the 
mefoy of |:1ie enemy, for we had not yet forces sufficient to cope with hnn. 
lAy pnjweip was b yet U>u recehtto be invulnerable ; and the CnnsiiUte W* 
abpvt fp ^xperfeucw A sidplar i^erpiidmiQii with that ef the f)Siecmi^ d I 
bed (Mstp^tidti e^d tb thi|^*oj|qjo8t^on^jli(y a imbnmiidhi of elate. 1 dnh 
bqn^jbttlhtei&tloiiqTrtbp^^ . ^ \ ^ ^ 

By thisfimpje Apt Aye of Traued 

pne ab en^dV l&pufcAla fact ccs^d^te eawt rt«m tVwfraewp* 

«Acro4. It wawR 

tUok*B I* virW8ji Fvne #a» «» 

uuM, u J»eU MfiixaX a» extwn«4> W* nil R.guU»t» i* 
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tines of dtnger, obliged to aasome a dictatorial dieracter* Countervailing 
autik»rides are only serviceable in a time of peace. That whidi Prance bed 
oeaferred on me, it waa necessary that she should reinforce, at all times 
her safety was endangered, 4o prevent relapses. 

• Perhaps I should have done better to have frankly demanded this dicta* 
torship, than to have left them to accuse me of aspiring to it. Every one 
wonld then have spoken according to his opinion, of that wiiich was ^|pped 
ray ambition : it would have been more advantageous to me, as monstera 
apptkr most hideous at a distance— it wonld have had the advantage of not < 
occasioning any doubts of the future, of leaving opinions* in the state they , 
then were, and of intimidating the enemy, by shewing to him the resolu- 
tion of France. Bu^ I saw this power present itself*— offer itself to my 
hands, and there seemed no necessity to receive it officially— if I exercised 
it not dejure, I did de factor and it was sufficient thkt I thereby surmounted 
the crisis, saved France, and maintained the Revolution. 

My task was now reduced to the completing this Revolution, by giving 
to it a legal character, that it might be legitimated by the public acknow- 
ledgment of Europe. All revolutions have passed tli rough the same con- 
flicts, that of France was not to be an exception, but it had reason to 
expect firully, like others, its certificate of possession. However, previous 
to the proposing it, I saw the necessity of modeiating its principles, con- 
solidating its legislation, and reducing its excesses. I believed myself 
possessed of the power to do all this, and I did not deceive m)self. 

The Revolution commenced ^ the extinction of family dignities, or the 
establishment of Equality — 1 respected It. It was the business of legisla- 
tion to regulate its principles, and I made laws for that purpose. Thera 
were excesses in the existence of the Factions; I gnve no impoitnnce to 
tliero, and they disappeared : in the abolition of public worship, and 1 re-, 
established it : in tlie existence of the Emigrants ; and I gave them a 
country : in the general disorder of the administration ; and I regulated it s 
in the ruin of the finances ; and I restored them : in the want of an autho- 
rity to tranquillize France ; and I gave to ilj^is authority, by assuming, 
myself, the government of the State. r 

Few men have done so great things as I then did, and in so sliort a time; 
History will one day declare what France was, when I begap to rule ir, 
and what it afterwards was, when it gave laws to Europe. i 

Nor had I in any instance occasion to avail myself of an arbitrary power 
to accomplish these arduous services. It is true, the exercise of such a 
power would nut hare been denied me. but 1 never wished it i I always 
detcstecfwhatever is really arbitrary. I always respected brder, and tbe< 
laws, and I therefore made many ; 1 made them clear, and severe, but at 
Che saitic time, just: for a law wliicli knows no exceptions, is always just- 
Liiiado tliem to be rigorously obsenred— if is the duty of the throne to do 
so— but I also m)6elf respected them. These laws have all survived me ; 
and it is the racompinft of my labours. 

All seemed to proceed according to ray a ishes. The State was renovated^ 
^and order restored. In all which 1 exerted myself earnestly and assiduously, 
but 4 saw tbbt to the system, there wgs still waotiogi what was of the utinoit 
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iwportftncei— aif/iW/ifjr. But however desirous of establi.diing the pnnci(>1e* 
of the Revolution, Tsaw clearly it was not to he done without tint over* 
coming strong oppositions, for there was a natural antiparfiy bettveen the 
old regime and the new. These formed Fwo masses whose interests were 
diametrically opposite* All the governments which still subsisted under 
the ancient form, saw danger in the principles of the Revolution , and this 
Imd n#security but by treating with the enemy, or by crushing him if. he 
would not treat. ^ 

Such was the struggle that was finally to decide on the renovation of 
social order in Europe. I was at the head of a great faction, which was 
desirous of annihilating the system which 'tlie wdrid was governed after 
the fall of the Roman Empire; and as.such exposed to the hatred of oil 
those who had an interest in the preservation of the Goiiilc rust. A man 
of a character less firm than mine, might have been well warranted in 
sitting down and leaving to time a part of the decision of this project. 

Blit I had penetrated deeply into the temper and views of these two 
factions ; 1 saw that they divided the world, as in the time of the Refer* 
matioii, and was convinced, that to reconcile them would be iinppssihlct 
from the positive contrariety of their respective interests ; and th^t in pro* 
portion ns the crisis was shortened, thG» better it would bc' for tlie people. 
But to effect this it was necessary chat we should have on our pare the half 
of Europe, and the best half, as without this advantage the bulnnce would 
not preponderate on our side. After all, I could not dispose of tliis w'eight, 
but by the law of the strongest, the only law which prevails . between 
nations. It was therefore necessary that I should be the strongest, for I had 
not only the task of ruling Fiance, but of subjecting id licr the whole 
world, or the world would have crushed lier. 

There was consequently no choice of jmeasures, all depended on events 
that could not ue foreseen ; danger was always imminent, and the 31st of 
March sufficiently proved how much there was to fear, and how desirable it 
was that the old and new regimes should live in peace. 

1 could easily foresee, that vvliile there whs uii (.'quality of strength be* 
tween the two systems, there would be always w'nr, open or concealed* 
Whatever pence should be signed, it would be but a truce, to rest awhile* 
ft was consequently necessary that France as the head of the Revolution, 
should be always in a condition Co resist the ^toriq,. It was necessary that 
in the government tMbre should be iiniiy, that there might be strength ; 
that the nation should be united, that all its means should tend to the same 
end ; and that ihc people should have cofifideuce, to consent to tke sacri* 
fices necessary to complete the conquest. ! 

Ill the consular scheme ail was pr%cafious, for there was nothing in 
consistent. There was a Hepthtic in name-— n Sovereignty in fact ; ft 
National lleprcsentatioii feeltle — an Executive power strong; Authoritiet 
sulimissivc — and an Army preponderant. 

Nothing noes oji well in any political svstem, where words are in contra* 
diction to things. The goi eniment foi felted its credit aud teputaiiou, when 

/raat). Cjjan. Vol. XXXFX. * x x 
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kpliced ksdf in the condition of eternaUy lying. It fell^into tfanteon* 
tempt which every thing that is false invariably generatesi for whatever is 
false is frail. The people, however deficient in political sagpcity, already 
hnep^ too much— the gaaettes were sufficient for their instructioo. The 
whole art and mystery uf governi^ the world, consists in being strong ; in 
real strength there is no error— no illusion— it is solid truth. 

4 felt the weakness of my situation ; that is, the absurdity of my con* 
tidship. 1 saw it was necessary to establish something solid ns a stay to the 
Revolution. I waft nominated Vitalic Consul ; but it was a temporary dig* 
Bity, insufficient in itself, because, iocludiug a future date, it pointed to wi 
end, and there is nothing so dhstructive of confidence, as a change foreseeii. 
However, it was a dignity less objectionable, on the occasion for which it 
was established. 

L 

In the interval which the truce of Amiens afforded me, I ventured an 
imprudent expedition, for which I was blamed, and with reason ; although 
It was in itself of .••mall importance. 

1 had projected the recovery of St. Domingo, and my motives for doing 
«o were good. The Allies hated France, and it was not expedient that sh'i^ 
should be, in a state of inaction during the peace. It was necessary that she 
ahould be always an object of fear*; to fe^ the curiosity of the idle, and 
Up have the army always in motion to keep it awake. I wished also to 
exercise the marine. I have only to add, that the expedition was vei^ 
badly executed. 'Things always went badly where I was not present. 
However, in this affair, it would have come to the same end ; for it was 
easily to be seen, that the English ministry would break the truce, and if 
we had reconquered St. Domingo, it would have only been for iu 

[To be continued.] 
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Natraiivc (f a Vot^uge to Hudson^o Bay in His Majesty^ Ship Rosamond, 
containing some Account of the North-Eastern Coast of America, and of 
the Tribes inhabiting ^hat remote Region, By Lieutenant Edwaiid 
Chappell, R.N. London; J. Mawman, Ludgate streetj 1818. 

publication of this Volume under the sanction * of Dr. £. p* 
Clarke, is an Indisputable testimony* of its merit— having been 
himself a traveller, and one of the most learned' and enlightened of our 
modern investigators of this wonderful pldnct, assigned us for the present 
mage of our existence. 

There is, perhaps, no branch of literature that combines a greater 
portion of amusement with information, than the narratives and observao 
tions of travellers and navigators, aud in proportion as they are endowed 
with sagacity to improve their opportunities of observation, by rational and 
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icientific inferencet, is the degree of interest Mid initroction derived 
from them. 

The character in which Mr. Chappell v||nted the countries he describeSi 
was not that of a professed traveller ; discoveries were not the object of 
the voyage ; nor does it appeari that ig the composition of his narrative 
tir Journal, he had any views beyond that of private gratification in a 
customary duty— it is, however, a duty ingeniously performed, althqpgb, 
from the observation of his very respectable Editor on the letters wUch 
4iccompanied his communications to him on the suhjeA, the voyage itself 
was most reluctantly so. The expectations of the reader are therefore to 
be limited to what h^ cursorily sipw, and* they tvill be most agreeably 
gratified. Since the account given by.Mr. Hearne of the inhabitants of 
the Iludsoii's-bay coast we have had none, and it is upwards of forty yeai^ 
since the publication of that* The following extracts will prove Mr* 
Chappell to have been a close observeriond to be relied on as an accurate 
reporter of what he saw. 

After their departure from Orkney, the author observes, “we never had 
^ night so dark as not to be able to read and write,*^ 

On the variation of the needle he observes • 

“ Since our departure from Stromocss, the variation of the compass had 
been gradually increasing. We this day allowed for a difference of four 
points westerly, between the magnetic and the true needle; whereas at 
Orkney there is only a differenee of two points and a ITaif, or 128 degrees* 
Thus it continued increasing until we arrived within about 30(1 miles of the 
settlements in HudsotCz ; when it decreases much ^inorc suddenly ; 
falling away, in that short distance, to half a point, or five degrees, West 
—this being the ascertained variation at York Factory. I slioold think 
that no subject could exhibit to an inquisitive mind a more astonishing 
matter of inquiry, than the singular phsBnomenon which I have just 
noticed. Can any thing be more surprising, than that the variation should 
increase but eighteen degrees, in a run of upwards of 2000 miles to the 
westward ; and that it should then begin to turn ; and, in the short run of 
300 miles on tlie same course, that it should suddenly decrease 41 degrees? 
An officer belonging to one of the Hudson s Bay ships attempted to 
account for this astonisiiing attraction of the needle, by supposing the 
Mntiguity of metallic mountains; but he could state no facts in support of 
his hypothesis t and, althoupi the interior of the N.W. part of America 
has doubtless Geen explored, and is evqn actually colonized, owing to the 
enterprising spirit of a Selkirk, yet I cannot learn that any inetnlfic moun- 
tains have been discovered, with a sufficient profusion of ore to cause such 
an aberration in the compass, and at so great a distance.*'* 

The enmity between the whale and the finners is thus described. 

Towards evening we were highly entertained with a combat between a 
exhale and two or three of that species of fish culled finners. The fury 


* For an accurate Table of the different degrees of variation, see Appendix (A)* 
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with which they eng«A« is surprising. The*«'hale| slowly lifting up hie 
enormous tail, lets it suddenly fall on his opponents with a most tremen- 
dous crash; thereby throwing^up foam to an amazing height. Although 
the niinors have iiirompnrably die advantage in agility, yet in size and 
strength they fall but little sliort of tiie smaller whales* The linners 
derive their name from an immense fin, which they use with great effort 
in thrir attacks on the whale. So nctimes they lift up this enormous An, 
and' let it fall upon their antagonist, in the manner of a thresher's flail ; at 
other times, they run their w'hole body perpendicularly out of the water, 
exhibiting a beautiful view of their snow-white bellies'. In this position 
they have the singular power*of turning round; and thus they contrive to 
fall sideways on the whale, with a ^hock that rnuy he heard at a considera- 
ble distance.” 

« 

An inaccuracy in the Admiralty cliarts of the Greenland coast, is very 
properly adverted to by Mr. Chappell, and sboulci be accordingly rec- 
tified ; ^ 

“ Early in tlie morning, July 2Sd, we saw five Greenland ships, returninf 
to England from the whale-fishery; and shortly afterwards we perceived 
two ships* of war, in the N.W. c^uarter. At noon we spoke with His 
Majesty's ships the VictorioA and lloralio. Th^'y had been to Davis' 
Straits, for die purpose of protecting the whale-fishery; and thc'fornicr 
vessel exhited a m^Ianclioly prfiofof the ill eifects likely to result from the ex^* 
treme state of ignorance in which our best navigators are placed, relative to 
the exact situation of the Northern lands. The Victorious hud struck on a 
rock, in lat. 21' N. long. 53® 47' W. ; entirely owing to the coast of 
Greenland having been laid down four drgr<‘ss wrong in the Admiralty 
charts. The consequences likely to result from the loss of a seventy-four- 
gun ship, ill sucli a situation, may be easily imagined ; allowing every man 
to have been safely conveyed on board the liorntin. The frigate must 
herself have been short of provisions at the moment; and in what possible 
way could tJie captain have provided for the bubsisicnee of neaily six huo^ 
dred people in adilition to his own ship's company, in a pait of the world 
where he could not have formed the must distant hope of rc ceiving a 
supply? Fortunately, they were not destined to experience the horrors of 
so dreadful a situation; the Victorious was got oft' the rock again, without 
much difficulty : yet that her ddiigcr had becn^nminent cannot be doubted, 
ns she was obliged to get a tops'll! under her iiottom ; and at the time 
when wp^met with her, there ucre some apprehensions thus she might not 
reach England ni safety; the leak being so bad, that the crew weie com- 
pelled ^to labour incesbuntiy at the •pumps. The Horatio of course 
fcinaiiied with her until she reached a HriiiJi port.'' 


[Jo be continued^] 
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A Reply to Jlfr. VrquharCsi Lettert on Imprewnen^f with an Expmitwn 
of the Real Cause of the Difficulties which have arisen in Procuring Men 
the Navy in time of War ; and an. Explanation of the Circum* 
dances which induced so many British Seamen to serve on board of Ameri- 
can Vessels during the lute War. Br an Office* in the Navy,— 
1818. 

rilHE Letters to Mrhich this Pamphlet is a reply have been revicwecf Jby 
us in our Tliirty*seveiilh Volume, pages 71, 153 asid 237. The zeiil 
of Mr. Urquhart fbr the abolition of iinpressineiit has led him into a very 
ample consideration of the subject, and his letterscontain some very just 
observations. The author of the leply has however brought forward objec- 
tions to many parts of them, which we refer to the judgment of the reader 
unbiassed by any remarlcs of our own. As we have no doubt that the good 
of their country is tlie ultimate olijects of the labours of both these gentle^ 
men, we trust the lahonrs of neither will be wholly lost. 

As all^ply it consequrntly gives a view of the opposite side of the qnes* 
4ion, and on the subject of iianiJ discipline, ^c. the author says 

In former times, men of fiHnily and interest were advanced to the rank 
of lieutenants and captains, and even t» the rank of admirals, before they 
had acquired any experience at sea, or had llVd an opportunity of attaining 
a kno\^ledge of the duties of cither the oHirer or the seaman ; many pf 
llieni were alike ignorant of the art of navigating their ships, or of preserv- 
ing order or discipline in them : the performance of those duties was in 
conscqu«»nce coo fi led to the masters and hi st lieutenants, who, being at 
that period, generally selected from among otiicers who hat been promoted 
from the station of piivate .seamen, and who were bred in the mercantile 
service, the notion became prevalent and general, that the best seamen 
must necessarily be produced from that service. The officers so advanced, 
(from the mercantile servi( c) almost invariably proved themselves roughs 
unfeeling, harsh, overbearing, cruel, and even hrtital, in their conduct 
towaids those who were subject to their authority ; they had neither method 
nor system in their mode ui carrying on duty, nor in preserving order and 
discipline in their ships; every service was executed by main force, and 
by a species of violence which could not fail of exciting, in those who were 
subject to them, feelings of dread, of hatred, and of revenge. 

** The boatswains and tlieir mates, who were invariably selected from 
the best regulan iy h/ed mercantile seamen, carried with them in those days 
a rattan, witliAvhich they heat and piiifished the crews at their^plcasure, 
and drove them before thenvwith almost ns little feeling as a huteber drives 
his cattle. I'lius punishment became frequent, and the young naval officer 
who at first shuddered at the sight of it, was, in process of time, hardened 
and familiarized to it ; and ns he advanced in rank, he too often divested 
himself of his better feelings, and from the force of example and custom, 
(which he it reco|lccttd, had been set him by mercantile seamen) and from 
^hat he crrotieou»ly considered as a public duty, he couiiliiucd to permit 
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those petty tyrants^ ^he boatswains and their mates, to eiercise an aiitho- 
rtty with which they ought never to have been vested. Thus the prejudice 
vsliich has for sO many yeats^naisted aniong sailoesregainst serving in the 
owes its origin to ^e oppressive and tyijmnicul conduct of those 
officers who bad been promoted from the m^rchuni's servfcb ; a description 
oftn^at who have almost iii'ievery instanCp prcjved tliemse]vti3 un<|lnalified to 
domtoapd those who compose the crews of* his Majesiy^ ships and vessels 
in 4i0i0 of war. Such was the odium brought on tb6 character of naval 
officers (hy^the conduct of ^ose officers), that, Vntil within ihe last twenty 
yeaM|'*a iNival officer could not appear jn uuifafm in any of odr large sea- 
port tralding townii, oriv7nr the stiippingTd the rivtr, without being insulted 
and abused. Oii the paying oiF of his Majesty* :> ships after chr first Ame- 
rican war, many boatswains add their mutes, (who he Jt ever bonid in mind, 
were all' merraa/i7e sedmeii) had cheir cars cut btf, and were otherwise 
maltreated by those who had been subject to their authority ; and many 
other officers were obliged to conceal themselves u> avoid and escape the 
insults they were threatened with, and aniicipatcd, from those m^o bad 
been subject to their orders. ^ 

During the last twenty years, but few seamen have been promoted to 
the iNnk df lieotenaists or cRptains,t who were brought up in die mercantile 
service* His Majesty’s shi|b and vessels have been commanded and 
officered * by navy^bred officers, >ho have mode it their study to preserve 
o?Sder, and maintain discipline in them, without having recourse to severity 
of punisbmetit; and through their persevering and iudefattgiible exertions, 
that olject has been very generally attained. 

** Of iate no Oaptnin has permitted the boatswain or his mate, or 
any other officer, to strike or punish any man, or in any way to ilUtreat tliero; 
and the custom of starting, and of using abusive and irritating language, 
which was formerly so much practised^ and whieii is yet practised in the 
American, nnd in all other ships of war, and even in the l^t India ships, 
has long been abolisdied in his Migesty’s navnl service ; in which punish- 
inebts^hove been superseded by a watchful attention, and an* anxious 
solcitudb on the part of rhe captains and officers to promote the health, the 
comfort^, and even the happiness, of those who have been under their 
command^ Corporeal punishments have been considerably less frequent in 
die navy nf^late years; and were never resorted to ei^ceppng for offences, 
which, for the sake of would not admit of any punisluneut less 
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* «« yfbenever the term officers is tisedi it is meant (o apply to the captaiut 
and lieutenants ssfy, wliobe duly it is to work f^iicl navigate our ships ol war, and 
Id prouHite order, preoerve discipline, and to supcriij^teiid and direct every duty 
tiuit js ezeboted m them* ^ 




And its KelAtiye SiLuari-on ~w’ith- t1i.e Cojiiiiicjits o£ Europe St Africa. ' , .Z'/aUf So9^ 












linigr^ Of oMi f«6twie; aboj^lf i|dr*4o‘t*5^8l • 

breadklv W^<kv in fsirciOilfia^ - 

fli^ppoMd t|y OjbivoMattip Ikr ^ 

Cml^pK^ ^ . . • » ^ 

According t^^^Aakai tmdition, |Wa hg 

AfricOa PpacBf Him vhotn k wn» tdjtipit hf thofNtfttlFAgi^^ 
iTrmoevoff^l IHmic iQacripcion9iOD stciic*pilkra«(id okier 
mqding. From tkem hkfs^ite^ o6 tite fijiinmi^,t^ 1^ siqiidt Ul)^ t " " 

VcioiktDO flmteei Sicily* Tbq KOraans tl)^ 

thOBc in their tumi were driven eu^iy lUger, lA^eJCfpjJinfcoJfj^^ 
il9Qf front which tiine it requuned tnthe bailie tif 
nnttl the time of Charles the ftch,ttb«h with’'Nq|iW'eh>it 
idded to hia etnptre^ imd was h} gkett tq 
n^r#enfs tolied tlieiLiiighm 4f Midooiitq prttcot.5i^J^Sdljl^^ 

This meter of hiUgkm wae»ahoi»hed hy 
tibaeUy tmtormf, And ther Mknd ie mm 

n^eiit. * i ifvA ^ «?“ ,i"' 4<»*- / ' 

. ** Tbeepproeeb^f Urn ntnakl^iiyi Mr. Brydorie» ^ is ivni 

the shore h rether kiw nnd^Oek/. 7t is every where inm^om^ 
enemy hy on miniite mitiiberof fdrtidcicttoes^ *Tbh rooh,^ Bttihy^ lfl l dii 
hm been skiped iuia tiie toria 6$ e stre^ 

imroiieii B ioiito mninfig behind h. ^ ^ 

' ^l^espect of the countiy is for (rote heiiig ^Uesipn : the eludsb^iflbSklC^ 

k,« greet rocjk of'sery white imO sioOejf amj^tim mtprlitem tl^ roela*; 
it, in inoft |ltac^« not more than five or indies deep; yctlv^c,{qf e^ngie^ 

leTt fnOiid thdr 6r<»p in geneid was «aeeediug|ly ^birndMit. T^Wji^ 
ci^ fiw jt« from the oopieiM dews cbet fhilduluigYIIW Ojpfri^j^eiiihidm^ 
moDtiiss l^elhnd likewise^ that there is a nuMftur^e m \ 
the 9 ^ ^ i^of great ej^Witege to tbf HKHO «wl <toU>^ 
roinr jMMtoil]^ «u4 fiftol; whlcli qwffav. ttoj 

i«>‘.cwij> •» «<t» «<* liwWa* i*a tmi 9P maiaSjSj^ : 

yJoltjlC;'^'''*'' ^ ^ ^ ^ 

theftlAilt forri^^ ipi^^iiMrtkere , 

Iefti»r'*ilrKi Ike >< »t a «to*t toiiaSWartljr,' 

thjMMkfldlMiutf l^mthenNet^^ v 

of c«n^ef ,11*# 

^^asasssassaag 


.m 


beyooA 
«! 


Mm 



m 


POfeTftY, 


lias generally been more or less affected by its eruptions; ^and they think 
it probable, that on some of these occasions, a great part of it may have 
been shaken into the sea. 

<HPerhaps Malta is the only ebontry in the world/’ says Mr. Brydone» 
where duelling is permitted by law. As their whole estahlishmcnt is 
originally founded on the wild and romantic principles of chivalry, they 
have ever found it too inconsistent with those principles to abolisli duel* 
ling; but they have laid it under such restrictions as greatly to lessen its 
danger. These are curious enough. The duellists are obliged to decide 
their quarrel in one particular street of the city ; and if they presume to 
fight any where else, they are^ liable the rigour of the law. 

** But what is not less singular, but much more in their favour, they are 
obliged under the most severe penalties, to put up their swords ivhen 
ordered to do so by a zcornan, a priest^ or a Under these limita- 

tions, in the midst of a great city, one would imugine it almost impossible 
that a duel could ever end in blood ; how'cver, this is not the case : a cross 
is always painted opposite to the spot where a knight has been killed, in 
commemoration of his rail” Vide Vols. viii. p. 121, and Vol. xxi. p. 
213, for other views and descriptions of Miiha. \ 

Such was the celebrated is]aiid,«and its knights of Malta, such its forli- 
hcations, and we have only to look a little further into its history to be 
convinced of the ancient prowess of its knights — and yet with scnKcly an 
effort of resistance, did they surrender their order and tlie island to the 
French under Buouaparte. 


• Powrp* 

Extract from Mrt, M*Mullans “ Umr ms y just published. 

W HEN war awake’s the trumpet's martini tone, 

Then, rude Corunbia ! is thy genius shown ; 

Thy ihouSHod’s issue from the dur>ky mine, 

Like Dalicariia’s, dun hut not supine ; 

Bound without pause to the lielligercnt held. 

And give fresh records to Britannia’s shield, 

Devorna’s rustics rally at the sound. 

Leave tree half-f’eird, the pluiigh-shurc on the ground: 

Each sister-county deems the cause her own, 

Her’s the sole glory of the host o’eri brown. 

\ The cities pour, from clouds of dark'niog siiiokc, 

The true-born heroes of ifie British Oak. * 

The iiseriil afti*aii). the clerk, the groom, 

• From engine, wherry, cellar desk, and loom, 

In myriads hasten to the sea-girt s^and, 

Shouting for Brunswick and their native Land ! 

Sons of the anvil and the broken spaile, 

Touch’d hy the sergeant, sport a gay cockade : 

Jealous to close, wlicn war’s loud echoes call, 

They live victorious, or triiimpiiuiit lull. 

The ports invite— the sons of Neptune hail— 

Peak lli€ sore anchor, and prepare to sail ; 
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Summon the landsman from his softer fare, 

Their junk, their biscuit^ and their purse to share : 
Instruct to splice, to knot, .to repf, to steer, 

To beat to quarters when the foe isanear, 

To pour the broadside, break ih* opposing line, 
And strew fresh trophies on their Nelson's shrine. 


Nor to inferior ranks this zeal confin’d, , 

It rouses, stimulates the highest mind : 

Hums with a pure, a patriotic flame—. • 

The cause is nqj^le—the effect Ithe same 
In peer, in peasant,' in the t’uuherl dome, 

]n tlucal palace, ifnd in herdsman’s home. 

From classic hall, from academic grove, 

The student rushes, war s rough scenes to prove ; 
Throws off the tgiisor and the flowing gown, 

For tented fields forsakes the eider-down; 

Lra\es Grecian lexicon and Roman lore 
To scan the famed epitoflie of Moore. 

His only aim to learn the compas^now. 

And know the larboard, from the starboard bow ; 
His proud dexterity to throw the lead, 

And chalk most knots upon the capstan liead ; 
Whilst each exertion has a high reward. 

When he can set the royab, square the yard. 

The soldier’s wish a soldier’s toils to share, 

The sailor’s boast to outsail every care ! 

The pride of each that Britain e’er will be, 

Tlic Island Queen, and Empress of the Sea I 
Remembrance glancing to scholastic page, 
Reviews the splendid names of every age ; 

Till boyish fancy grows confirm’d belief. 

He yet may triumph ns a British Chief. 

And whether field, or deck, receive the youth, 

His star is Honor— and bis helmet Truth, 


THE STORJVI. 

(JProm the Same.) 

• • 

THE curling wave ^gan to rise. 

As if to threat the fVdwning skies; 

The Sun declined with alter’d hue. 

The eve on stormy darkness flew ; 

The Moon conceal’d her lucid orb. 
Dense clouds each cheering i«jr absorb, 

Cljrcm Voi. XXXIX. 


u u 
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Loud raged the storm— -the rocking masC 
Felt the rude fury of the blast, 

Bent wicli a shivered, fearful crash. 

While thunders roU and lightnings flash. 
Black boistVous waves the deck o'erwhelm. 
Wash the brave pilot from the lielm. 
Fiercely besiege the vessel’s sides. 

That shatter'd on the billow rides. 

^ nek now & chasm, deep and dark. 

Seems closing on the friendless bark ; 

And now on rolling ninuntain thrown. 

From the dark precipicd look down, ^ 

As those whom pangs of death convulse| 
Strive to renew the doubtful pulse. 


The bursting clouds in torrents fell, 

Black whirlwinds like the demon’s yell, 
Despair sat hideous on the prow 
To mock the hopeless Ronald’s vow. 
Heavens, what a pliibge ! Ms sure the last— 
DcatlA ebon hand is in that blast ! 

No ! Ronald’s vesper prayV had sped— 
Despair and all her demons fled. 


She rights — she rights ! ih* horizon’s Lrigliter— 
Quick, ship the helm— the pumps work lighter* 
The storm’s decrcusing— clear the wreck— 

Hope once more gleams upon the Heck. 

Now, timid fair one ! wc may soon 
Hail starlight and a cloudless moon.” 

Thus spoke the sailor, and no sound 

Erst breathed from Heaven more welcome found. 


Day cheer’d the spent and toil-worn band-— 

The watchman’s voice proclaim’d “ The Land ! ’ 
Which drooping eye-lids rise to meet 
With silent joy ; in haste to greet 
The purple peak, the rising sun-r— 

It seem’d as life had jusb begun; 

As if the nerve, new-strung /or joy. 

Could feel no future ills annoy— 

It were as if redeem’d again, 

A spirit freed from Kblis' chain. 

Had found the throne, and joined the choir. 
That tune in Heaven the golden lyre* 
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Copied verpatim from the Imkdok Gazette, 
(fkom 1793 to 1798.) 


[Continued fr6m vol. xx&viii. page 497.] • 

ADMIRALTY- OFrrCE, MAY 6> 1794. • 

r¥lHE following returns of the killed and wounded on lionrd liis Majesty’s 
JL ship Mclampus, Captain Thomas Wclls«« and C^oncordc, Captain Sir 
Richard John Strachan,^Bart. in the CDragement with the French frigates on 
the 9Sd lilt, have l)e€n received at this Ol^ce since the publication of the 
Extraordinary Gazette of«the 28th ; viz. 

Mthimpm, — 1 otficcr (Mr. S, R.C. Chaml erlain, master), 3 ?canien, and 
1 marine, killed ; 1 othcer (Lieutenant John Campbell, of marines,) 3 sea- 
men, and 1 marine, wounded* 

Conco7'de,^l seaman, killed ; 12 seamen, wounded. 

ADMIRALTY-yFICE, MAY IG, 1794. 

Captain Parker, late of his Majestv's s^iip Blanche, arrived this morning 
with despatches from Vice-admiral Sir John Jervis, K.B. cumntander-in. 
chief of his Majesty’s ships and vessels at Barbados and the Leeward 
Islands, to Mr. Stephens, dated Barrington-Bay (late Grand Cnl de Sac), 
St. Lucia, April 4, 1791, of which the following; is an cxtriRt 

On the 29th and SOtli of March, 1 directed sijoh troops and artillery as 
the general thought neces‘-ary for the reduction of St. Lycia, to he em- 
barked on board the ships of war, and copper-sheathed transports ; and on 
the 31st, at noon, I sailed with the squadron of his Mujestv’s ships under 
my cunimand, and the day following ininied the light infantry and grena- 
diers in the follow'ing order : Major-general Dundas, with a part of his 
corps, embarked on board the Soicbay, Winchelsea, and London trans- 
port, about three o’clock, at Ance de Berune, a little within Point du 
Cap, and one mile and a quarter distant from Gros Islet. 

This service was pert'orined with neatness and precision, under the direc- 
tion of Lord Viscount Garlies, Captain Kelly being ill of a fever. The 
other part of Major general Duudas’s corps embarked on boiitd the Ven- 
geance, Irresistible, and Rattlesnake, were landed in Choc Bay, by signal 
from ibe Boyne, at 5 o’clock ; and the corps of grenadiers, under the 
command of hit Royal Highness Prince Edward (embarked in the Santa 
Margaritta, Rose, and Woolwich), were landed under the judicious direc- 
tion of Captain Harvey, at Mnrigot dcs Rosea ux^ before sun-set ; as were 
the corps of lig)it infantry embarked in xlw Boyne and Veteran, under the 
cotnmand of Colonel Coote, near the Grand Cul de Sac, after itie^lose of 
the day. * • 

In ranging the coast to these diflereift points of debarkation, the ships 
were obliged to hug the shore, dtid received many shot in their hulls, yards, 
sails, and rigging, from the numerous batteries along ibe coast, but hap- 
pily, though the ships were su^mucli crowded with men, not a drop of 
blond was spilt. 

The grenadiers n;ul light infantry baving carried ail the out-posts and 
batterie'^ the niL'bl before hst, with some los.s ou the part of the enemy, the 
geiicrut and my:kcil ibuugbi pioper to summons (be Moriie ForCuiiM to sur- 
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ret^der yesterday morning, to which an equivocal answer being returned, & 
disposition was made for landing the battalions of seamen frviin the diflfereojt 
ships, and the terms of surrender were instantly dcspaCclicd, to which the 
^arriboii has acceded, and marched out at nine o’cliick this murning, ground- 
ing their nnns at a place appoiiiied for that purpose. 

I'he same spirit of enterprise, which inspired every breast in the reduc- 
tion of Martinique, has shone in full lustre here. 

1 am much obliged to Captain Salisbury fur serving as a volunteer on 
board the Boyne upon this service, wh6se cTitical pilot knowledge has been 
very useful. 

1^0 Ciipra'n PSirker, the bearer of this despatch (who commanded in 
these seas with great reputation previous to my arrival), 1 beg leave to refer 
the Lords ComuiisaioiFers uf the Admiralty for further particulars. 

ADMir.ALTY-OIflCE, MAY 19, 1794. 

A despatch, addressed to Mr. Stephens (of which the following is a 
copy), was this day received from Vice-admiral Sir John Jervis, K.B. and 
commander-in-chief of hi& Majesty's ships and vessels at Barbados and 
the Leeward Islands, dated Port a Pitre, Guadaloupc, the 13th of 
Apiil, 1794; — 

SIfi, 

I desire you will acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that I sailed from St. Lucia on tlie 5ih instant, and anchored with the 
squadron, transports, ordnance, stoteships, &c. in Fort Royal Bay, Mar- 
tinique, that evening. On the 8th 1 proceeded with the ships as per mar- 
gin,* together with the necessary tiaiispurts with troops, ordnance, ami 
hospital ships, aYid victuallers, fur the reduction of Giiadaloupe ; and the 
following day, Captain Rogers, uf the Quebec, having under his command 
the Ceres, Blnijche, and Itoe, was despatched to take possession of les 
Isles dcs Saints, which he cfl'ccted without any loss at three A.M. on the 
loth, on which day 1 anchored here ; and at one o’clock the next mhriiing, 
the grenadiers from the Woolwich and Kxpcrimciit, one company of the 
43d regiment, fifty marines, and forty seamen, made good their landing in 
the Alice dc Gosier, under cover of the Winchclsca. Captain Lord 
Viscount Garlies acquitted himself with great address and spirit on the 
occasion, although he received a bad contusion fioin the fire of a battery 
against which he placed his ship in the good old way, within half-musket 
shut; he was the single pcr«<oii wounded cither uf the army or navy. At 
day-break uf the 12tli tlte fort of La Fleur d’Fpee was carried by assaolr, 
mild the greate^jt part of the garrison were put to the swoid : a retv brave 
seamen were dangerously wounded in this gallant action. Fort St. I/»uis, 
the town of Point a Pitre, and the new bacu .y upon Islet u Couchun, were 
soon afterwards abandoned, and many of the inhahitants escaped in boats 
to Basseterre, before thl^ Ceres and two giin-hoats could get into ifo 
careiiugc to prevent them, nutwitlistaniling the uUrtness and precision with 
which Uaptam Incledoii executed the orders 1 sent linn hy Captain Grcy.^ 

The ardour of life othcer, soldici, aiidf seuiiuin suriuounts e\cry 
didiculty. • ‘ 

The small number of troops the Genera^ Sir Chailcs Grty was under the 
nfcessity uf leaving tO garrismi Martinique induced me to order C^niinin- 
dore Thompson to rcniaiii there, v\itli tiiM’engcaiicc, to co-operate with 


^ Bovtie, Irresistible. Veteran, VViiicliidsca, Suitbuj, Quebec, Crrci, IJlaiiclie, 
Rose, \\'ou!wUli, Expciinicnt, and Roebuck. 
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liieotenant-general Prescott, in establishing order and good government in 
the island, for'the preservation of the conquest, and to execute many other 
duties ess^tial for the weal of his Majesty's service. 

I am, Sir^ &c. &c. See* 


An Account of the Killed and Wmnded belonging to the Ships of the 
Stfundron under wy Command on fhe 13/A of Aprils 1794| at the Storm^ 
ing of Fort La Fleur d*Ep6e, 

Uqvnc.— Mr. George R8 c Port, midshipman, and 9 seamen, wounded. 
Blanche, — Mr. Robert Colquhoun, midshipman, and 2 seamen, wounded. 
Total. — 13. C/ 

/. lervM. 


ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, MAY 21, 1794. 

Captain Nugent arrived yesterday with a letter from Vice-arlmiral Sir 
%Tehn Jervis, K.B. cnmmander-in-chicf bf his Majesty’s ships and vessels at 
Barbndoes and the Leeward Islands, dated Boyne, Basseterre, Guadaloupe, 
April 53 , 1794, addressed to Mr, Stephens, of which the following is an 
extract ? — ^ 

On the 14th instant, the Quebec, Winclielsea, Blanche, Experiment, 
Woolwich, and three gun-boats, with two divisions of the array, under the 
command of Prince Kdwiird and Colonel Symes, in transports, were 
ordered to anchor under Islet haut de Fregatte, and the troops were landed 
that night and the following morning at Petit Bourg. On the same day, 
the Irresistible, V^eteran, Assurance, Santa Margarita, and two gnn-boats. 
were detached with a corps under the command of Major-general Dundas, 
and an army hospital-ship and victuallers, to the road of Bailifl’, near the 
town of Basseterre, and the day afterwards 1 followed in the Boyne, 
accompanied hy the Inspector and Bull Dog sloops, some ai-my victuallers, 
and two hospital ships, and was joined hy tlie 'I crpsichore and Zebra sloop, 
and two gun-huais, ofFles Tslc^des Sauu*;, in the afternoon ; w-hc n, per- 
ceiving that the troops had not reached Thus Rivieres, I stood off and on 
between that anchorage and the Saints during the night ; and on the morn- 
ing of the 17th, being joined by the Wincliclsea, and an ordnance store- 
ship, 1 ordered Captain Lord Garlics to take under liis command the 
above-mentioned sloops of war, gmi-boai?, the victuallers, hospital-ships, 
and ordnance store-sliips, and to anchor at Trois Rivieres, which he pt-r- 
formed with bis usual promptitude; and I tiien proceeded in the Boyne to 
tlie Road of Bailiff, wlicrej ancliorcd befoie sunset, and received a very 
satisfactory report from Captain lieiiry, of tlie debarkation and progress of 
Major-general Dundas's corps. Perceiving, as 1 passed Basscierrb, some 
movements amongst the sliippiiig that indicated a design to escape in the 
night, and a few people bu|||kn the batteries between that .own and tiic 
road of Bailiff, 1 sent CaptaWGrey, with a derachmcnt of marines, to 
disable the guns in the batteries, and the t;oats of the other ships to inter- 
cept any thing atieinpiing to go out. Soon after sunset some incendiaries, 
who had plundered the town, set it on fire, and got off in an armed 
schooner. Moat of the other vusaels were brought into the road oi Bailiff 
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I>y the boats ; among them the Guadaloupe Republican sloop of 
war. 

I have now the greatest satisfaction in informing you of the entire rechic* 
tion of the Frencloislands in those seas ; the post of the Palmiste was car^ 
Tied by the divisions of Prince Edward and Colonel Svnies, under the com- 
mand of Gencial Sir Charles Grey; and that of Morne Howel, by the corps 
<of Majorgcncrul Dujidas, was carried before day-breMc on the SOth, when 
General Collot immediately surrendered Fort Charles upon terms of honour 
to himself and garrison. Lord Garlies, in tm: Winclielseu, with three flank 
companies of the 39th regiment, will proceed this evening to Mariegalantt, 
to receive the siihinission of that island, ns commanded hy General Collot; 
from thence he will go with a small detachment to Desirada for the like 
purpose. *' 

The unabated exertions of the ofiicers and seamen under niy command 
will never be surpassed ; they kept constant pace w'ith the e&irts of the 
troops, and, thus united, no difliculty or danger i arrested their career of 
glory for an instant. From the genet ui and other ofiicers of the army, with 
whom I had frequent occasions to transact business, I never experienced an 
unpleasant item ; and I found in Colonel Symes, the quarter- invistcr- 
geiieral, resouiccs, zcnl, and ability superior to every obstacle which 
presented. 

Captain Nugent, who carries this despatch, will recite many parts of the 
detail, wfjich, in the various operations I fu.d to concert, have escaped^ my 
memory. lie served with t)ie meal hntralions at Martinique, St. Lucia, 
and ill this island, and was present at many of the tuusi important strokes. 

Rear-admiral Kiiigsmill, in his letter to Mr. Stephens, dated Cork, the 
17th iiiscaiit, gives an account of the arrival of Captain Bodies, of his 
Majesty’s ship Swiftsure, with the French frigate I’Atalante, of 38 guns, 
and 274 men, cmiimaiided by Mons. Linois, which he captured the 7th 
instant, after a- chase of thirty-nine hours. 

Tlie Swiftsure hud one man killed by a random shot ; the frigate, 10 men 
killed, and 32 wounded. 

WIIITEHAIX, MAY 27, 1794. 

A letter (of which the following is an extract) was this day received 
by Mr. Secretary Duiidas from Vice-admiral I.ord Hood, dated Victory, 

Bastia, April 25, 1794 : — 

Bastia still holds out, although otir batt^ies have had a powerful cfiect. 
A suigeou, who came out of the town, reports the enemy to have lost a 
great number of men, and that tbtre were then in the hospital near 300. 
Our loss has been inconsiderable, as the inclosed returns will shew. 

licturn of Troops Killed and Wounded since landing at Pietra Neva. 

limfol Artillery,-^*^ wounded. 

l\ih Regiment. — 1 killed. 

Q5Ui DUio.‘-l billed. 

SO/A wounded. 

€9/ A* Di/tu.-^a wounded. 

4 wounded. — Total, 2 killed,"' 12 wounded. 

Captain Clark, of the 69th regiment, i||tonded, exclusive of the above. 

(Signed) fjf. 

Lieutenant-colonel, commanding troops 
before Bastia. 



XETTERS Qt? SERVICE. 334 

fteiurn Killed and Wounded Seamen between the 4th and S5IA of April. • 

riclor^.— rkilled, I wounded. 

Windsor Caslle.-^i wound sd. 

Fortitude. — 1 killed, 1 wounded, ^ ^ , , 

Agamemn§n.^5 wounded.— Total, 2 killed, 9 wounded. • 



ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, USE 7, 1794. 

The following is an extract of a letter from William Paiker, Esq, captain 
of his IVIa)esiv's ship Audacious, to Air. Stephens, dated in Pl^inoutli 
Sound, on the 3d instant :•* 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for their Lordships’ information, 
thar, on the 2Uth ult. in the morninc:, ahnut eight o’clock, his Majesty’s 
fleet, under the command of the Karl Howe, then in the latitude 47° 33' N. 
loiniitude 14° 10' W. got sight that of the enemy. 

The wind blew strung from the soutl^ward, and the enemy’s fleet directly 
to windward* 

Every thing was done by his Majesty's fleet, per signals from the Earl 
Howe* (preserving them in order) to get up with the enemy, who appeared 
to he forming in order of battle. But, as I appreliend«his Lordship con- 
sidered their ctJiuluci began rather to indicate an intention of avoiding a 
general action, at lifty-five minutes after one o’clock he directed a general 
chase. ^ • 

It was just becoming dark when his Majesty’s ship under my command 
arrived up with the rear ship of the enemy's line. I immediately com« 
inenced a very close action, which continued near two hours without inter- 
mission, never exceeding the distance of half a cable’s length, but generally 
closer, and several times in the utmost diflicnlty to prevent failing on board, 
which, as his Inst eifort to appearance, at atiout ten o’clock he attempted 
to effect. At this time his mizen'mnst was gone by the hoard, his lower 
yards and inain-top-sail yard shot away ; ins forc-top-snil being full 
(though flying out from the top-saii yard, the sheets being shot away), ha 
fell athwart our bows, but we separated without being entangled any time. 
He then directed his course before the wind, and, to appearance, passed 
through or close a stern of the ships in the rear of our line. 

When tlie enemy separated from athwart our hows, the company of his 
Majesty’s ship under my command gave three cheers, from the idea, taken 
from the people quartered forward, that his colours were struck. This I 
^ cannot mysejf take upon me to say, though 1 think it likely, from his 
situation nliliging him to p^ss through or near our iinA but certain it is he 
was completely beaten : Ins fire %lacl^ened towards the latter past of the 
action, and the last broadside (the sliips* sides almost touching each other) 
be sustained without return inj^niore than the fire of two or three guns. 

His Majesty’s ship under ^ command, ut the time we separated, lay 
with her topsails a-bai k (eve^ brace, bowling, most of her standing, and 
all her runiiiiig rigging shoe away), in an unmanageable state. It was some 
time before 1 could get her to wear, to run to leeward from the French line, 
under cover of our own ships, which, by what 1 could judge by their lights, 
were all pretty well up, auU tolerably formed. 
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This heln^ effected, I turned all hands to the repairing our damages, to 
get into readiness, (if possible) to resume our station at day light. 

The rear of the French line had been engaged at a distance by Rear- 
admiral Pasley*s dfvibion, and soinc other ships that did not fetch so far to 
windward, a considerable time before I arrived up with them ; and this 
very sliip was engaged by one of his Majesty’s ships, at some distance to 
leeward, the time I did. 

The night being very dark, I could form but little judgment of the 
situation of our fleet with respect to the French in point of distance, other 
than, not hearing any firing after our own ceased, I concluded they were 
scarcely far enough to windivard. 

Soon after daylight the next morning, to our utmost chagrin and 
astonishment, we discovered nine sail of the enemy’s ships about three, 
miles to windward. 

The Audacious then, with her standing rigging but very indifferently 
scoppered, her foresail and topsails unbent, tTinin.*)op-sail in the tup in the 
act of bending, we put before the wind, with the main and fore>tup-masC 
stay-sails ntily, ill set, from the stays being shut away ; but it being hazy, 
with rain, and soon bcconang thick, we, for a time, were covered from 
tlieir view, and before, as I apprehend, they had formed a judgment of 
what we were. 

The greatest exertion was used by every officer and man in the ship to 
get the other foresail and mnin-top*sail ben?. The forc-top-mast being so 
badly wounded, the fore-top-sail v^as of but little moment; however tiie 
people brought the damaged sail to the yard again, though it could not be 
hoisted ; hut, before we got the foresail and inain»top-snil set, the haze 
cleared off, and we soon discovered ourselves to be chased by two of the 
enemy’s ships. At this period we saw the ship we had engaged wiihont 
any mast standing, and passed her at about a mile and a half distance. 
The ships coming up with us very fast, our situation became very alarming, 
until we got tlie main- top-gallant- sail, main- topmast, and top-gallant* 
studding sails set, when it was judged we nearly preserved our distance* 
However, from the foremast being in a tolerable state of security, at half 
past nine we were about setting u lower studding-sail, when tlirce sail, that 
bad been discovered to the eastward some time before, (viz. Two ships and 
a brig), coming pretty near us, hoisted French colours. 

The state of our masts did not admit of making alteration in our course ; 
they observing our shattered state, and two ships ii> chase of us, stood 
athwart us boldly within fire, and shot were exchanged ; the one a large 
frigate, and the other two corvettes; but as we had so much sail out, they 
fell astern for a considerable time; at length the frigate came within shot 
of us again, and harassed us, by a distant cannonade upon the quarter, 
upwards of an hour, but without doing us any material injury, we only 
firing some of our aftcr-guiis upon each deck at her. She was observed lo 
make a signal to the ships astern, and soon after, viz. about half past twelve 
o'clock, with the two corvettes, hauled her wind, and, by its coming hazy, 
the wliolc were sooj^out of sight. 

Having been dialed tweniy-foiir leagues directly to leeward, and the 
crippled state of the bowsiirit being such as judged impossible to'^and < 
if the ship was hauled to the wind, I considered the endeavouring to fiud 
the fleet again might put his niajesiy’a ship (in her defective state) t(» too 
much risk, and therefore judged it most i^lvantageous for the service to 
proceed to port without loss of time to refit ; which 1 hope may meet with 
their f.ordships’ approbation. 

I must beg you will he pleased to represent to their Loidships, that thjft , 
conduct of the lieutenants of his Majesty's ship under m} command during 
the action ineiits all the praise 1 can bestow upon them ; as ahio that.of 
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lieutenAni Crofton, qf the 69th re^inient, whose alertness and activity 
with hitmen at small arms, in supportiiii: the seamen armed to defend the 
boarding (which occurred twice during the action), gave me perfect satis^ 
faction. 4 

The conduct of my ship^s company, alscP that of the soldiers of the 69tii 
regiment, exceeded every possible expectation ; in fact, the wlmle of die 
officers and men, in their different departments, behaved in a must exem- 
plary manner. 

It is woinlerful, after such on action, that I have the happiness to say 
the whole number killed and wounded arc but tvicnty-two ; three were 
killed on the spot, one died soon after, and the lif^ of Iwu more is 
despaired of. ’ 

The captain and some of the officers of a, French corvette, which we 
took possession of ai.d burnt a few^nornings l»efiire, by the Earl Howe's 
order, viewed the ship we had engaged vhile passing i)er m the morning, 
anil were of opiniuii i^ie is called La Revoluiionnairf*, formerly the 
Bretagne. 

Ill case their Loidshipa should have any inquiries to make further, I have 
despatched Lieuteimiit Joscpii Bingham, my senior iuMjtenaiu on board, 
with the charge of itiis letter, who is a very excellent officer, and an 
intelligent young man, and, I trusty capable of giving every requisite 
information. 

tTo*be continued.] •. 


NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR 1818 . 

( Marvh— •April,) 

RETIIOSPECTIVE AND MfSCEIXANECltJS. 

f 8 ^HE hostilities of tiie Southern Hemisphere still exist, with no prospect 
of cessation. A struggle for independence carries with it »n iiiflu« 
ence so generally prevailing, that it is scarcely in the nature of miinkind to 
oppose it, excepting those from who^e doiniiiioii it must be obtained. But 
with this neutral incliiiaiioii in oilier countries, it seems no mure than just 
that they should puss unmolested through the contest ; yet such is the 
nature of these contentions, they involve nil who come w iihin ilieir vortex, 
as real or suspected enemies, and occasion great inconvenience, if not 
positive loss, as will he seen in the two foliowint' instances 

A letter lias just been received from the master of the Hydra whaler, 
Captain Russel, dated at Lima, where she arrived on the 5 th of November^ 
||t appears by tliis letter, chat on the 10 th of October, whilst at Tumbez 
prgeuring refreshments, the Hydra was* boarded by two private armed 
vessel^, both of Lima; namely, the Tygra, of 24 guns; and the Cleopatra, of 
S2 guns, which, nffer overhauling her, add finding nothing to justify deten- 
tion, were on the point of proceeding to sea; but this was prevented by two 
of her crew giving false information, that there were contraband goods on 
board, for which reason those two vessels took possession of her on the 
11 th, and ordered her to Lima for investigation. She accordingly sailed 
fdr that place on tlie following day, and on her arrival there, a minute 
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inspecyon of the car<;o took pUce^ but without producing any discovery 
in (he way alleged. On the 9th of November, Comodora Bowles arrived 
at Limn, in his Majesty’s ship Amphioni and on learning the circumstances 
of the case, he exerted his indigence for the restoration of the vessel, which 
was expected to be immediate. . The names of the base infurmers'are fto* 
bert Main, of PlymsYock, and Joseph Kellon, of Ycalm, who, having been 
detected os the ringleaders in a mutiny, when off CapePIorn, nnd punished, 
Were instigated by mutives^f revenge to invent what tliey themselves knew 
to be a vile faU^hood*. The untimely seizures caused by tliese men, is 
much to be lamented, ns the Hydra had taken oil more expeditiously than 
any other vessel^n tl^e coast, having at the period of detection 600 barrels, 
though little more than eight months had elapsed since her leaving 
Plymouth. 

Captain Russel mentions the arrival of the Cdtintcss of Morley, Captain 
Best, at^ma, with 1800 barrels of Oil. This ship was the first fitted out 
fur the Southern Whale Fishery, at Plyuiouth*Dock, and having hand* 
soinely performed the object of her voyage, may be 8oDn expected to return 
to England. 

Extroct of a letter from Pernambuco, dated December 31, 1818. 

We arrived here safe this day, without any thing material occurring 
since 1 wrote froinTeneriffe, except that the day following we wereebrought* 
to by one of the cruisers under the Buenos Ayres flag, which created no 
little bustle on' board* Tl||| Captain and men determined he should not 
board us unresisted ; the men were consequently ordered to quarters, our 
small arms har;ded up and loaded, ns well as our two great guns ; the Cep* 
tain mounted his bit of uniform (blue) and sword ; and the mad was 
brought upon deck and shotted. When the cruiser came within hail, her 
Captain said he should come on board ; our Captain replied, that if he 
Ilid, he should sink the mail and despatches; iiotwithslunding which he 
came alongside, but unarmed, and very politely told us he would not come 
on board without permission. Ou his coming on board, I immediately 
recognised the celebrated Captain Taylor, whom Brown, of the Ben Lo- 
mond, succeeded ns Commodore, and who has now succeeded Brown. 
He has 14 vessels under his command, with orders, he solemnly assured 
me, to cruise against Spaniards only. He complained bitterly against 
a parcel^ American buccaneers, who are commiltriig nil sorts of piracies, 
under the assumption of the Buenos Ayres flag. He liad been a mon^ 
from the Gulf of Mexico, since when he had destroyed 27 vessels, and wV 
now sccvuring the Canaries, one town of whicji he had bombarded that day, 
for refusing him water. He gnv^ us,, a reasonnhle supply of whited sugars, 
and Me two large canisters of Spanish snuff; and if we would have gone 
round Terieriffe with him, he would have given us a pipe of Malaga, from 
a prize wiiiclt he had m that quarter.'' 

The last letters nnd papers from Quebec state, that considerable asto* 
nisimient was excited in Canada, at the military preparations in the neigh- 
bourhood, under the direction of the Goveriiineiit of the United Stalest 
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HAituatB^BK. 1 Till nMilMETBR 

\f8* l^in 1 Med. 


Mar. 21 W.S.W. toW. 

2« W. 

53 SM, io W. 

54 W. 

25 N.N.W. to W. 
«6'S.S.W. to N.N.W. 

27 N N.W. to N. 

28 £. bj S. to S. 

29 S. 'o S.R. 

30 S. to W.S.W. 

SI N.E. to £. 

April 1 N E. 

2 E. t« N.E. 

3 N.E. 

4 N.E. to S.E. 

5 S.R. to S. 

6 W.S.\V. to W. I 

7 E. to S.W. 

8 S. to S.W. 

0 S.W. to W, 

10 • S.W. toS. 

It S* to N. 

13 N. to N.W. 

13 S. 

14 SS.K. to S. 

16 SE. to E. 

16 E. to S.E* 

17 £. to E.N.E. 

18 £. to E.N.E. 

19 E.N.E. 

5p. £. to S.S.E. 


The ohscrrunons in each line of this Uhle arc lor a period of 24 hourtt be- 
i;iiiiiing ttl U 

^laVLTS. 

Ii;clirs. 

„ < Max into m., 26 March 5lsf, Wind N.E. 

I 148 OMETER J iviinirauin .. April 17tli, Ditto E.N.E. 

Range of the Mercury .... J *11 
Alcan huroiiietrical pre«5orc 29'728 
(m‘aleit variation 111 21 hour* '74 
c^Ricea dCHcribed h^v the ns* > g.gg • 

nigniud I.iliiiiR ol the nicr. 5 ^ 

Number of Ohaugpv 25 ^ 

, I Maxiiniim.. 63’ April lV«b| Wind E. N. E. 

I 11 ERMOMP.TER I Minimum.. 31 • Ditto leih. Ditto N. 

Range ^2 

Aleaii temperature ot the At- ? 
mu'* pile re J 

(Greatest variation m 24 hours 24 
Ev.iporation during the period 4*.S.‘5 Inches. 

Rain, niid had. ditto. 2’>Jr6 Do. 

Fie vailing Winds^ East and West. 

• A Sen/e of the prevaifinff JVinds. 
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REIMARKS ON THE WEATHER, &c. 

Marcv • A prey mnrnine, nnd much dew on ihe^nm till ^ A.M, 
then cumuli and cirruif with a brisk |^l» from the W.S.W. : P.M. cirro* 
cumuli^ followed by nimbi and rain. 

A.M. sunshine, with cirrut^ cumulate and a moderate (^nfe from 
the west: at 3 P.M, a solar halo, succeeded by rain, and a heavy equinoc^ 
tilSgale from the S.W. through the night. 

* S3. A.M. mill, nnd a continuation of the gale from the same quartert 
with increased force, by which a boat was upset in the harbour, and two 
men drowned : P.M. sunshine, with cirrt, cirrostrati, and a brisk wind. 

54. A-M> sunshine, with cumuli, virrostratus, and cirrus: in the after* 
noon large crowned nimbi, .vith shqwers of hail and rain : a clear sky 
after sun set. 

55. A.M. as the preceding: P.M. cttmuZostra^tis nnd a few drops, and 
in ail quarters near the horizon, overhanging cumUli, which at sun-set yvere 
tinged with dark blue, orange, red, and a lake colour. 

^6. Steady rain till 10 A M , then sunshine and showers: cumulostratus 
and a brisk gale from the N.W. till sun-set : a cloudy night. 

*27* A slight frost, and a rising bai'ometer — a hne tiny ^\th cumuli: 
the sun set red Ijehind cirrus and stieakeil cirrostraii^ which wc re richly 
tinged with prismatic cuiums — a blush ou the twilight, and on obscuration 
afterwaVds. 

£8. A thick mist from 7 till 8 A.M., when the wind veered to the 
fouili, followed by light ram through the day and night. . 

Qverccist till 11 A.M., then suiK>hine, cumuli, and a refreshing 
breeze : P-M hne, wiiii cirr^atnufui> and attenuated cirroslratus, 

30. A.M. sunsiniie, with linear cirri, cirrocumuU and opposite currents 
of wind, the upper one from the N. : P.M. an overcast sky, and light rain. 

31 A.M. 6ne, with cirros(iatus,vLnd n stroug breeze from the N.E. : 
P.M. light sliDwers ot ram at intervals. 

Apkil 1« a fine day, with cirros'rafi and cumulo truti, and an uticom« 
mon drying gale from the N.K. : a clear starlight i)i::ht. 

S. As the preceding, with the addition of linear cirrzni, and an increased 
strength in the gale alter sun set. 

3. As the preceding : a luinmous twilight, .nnd light red cirri, passing 
slowly to the westward. Tiie wind has been so diyiiilg, that a per- 
pendiculur inch of water has evapurated during the last thiee day^, which 
is only .j-^^th short of the quantity that cvapuiated iii the three hottest 
d.i>s lust suiiiiner, when the inuxiinuiii temperature was between 80 and 
90 degrees.. 

4. A“M. as the preceding, and a change of wind to the S.E.— the 

early budding drooping and looking rusty: P,Al. a clear sky. ^ 

p. A.M as the preceding, ahd a sinking barometer; the clouds jn* 
creasing in the afternoon : at 3 P.M* cirrost^utus sweeping the ground, 
which, has now a dusty surface. 

6r A M. nimbU light rain, and a strong gale from the W.S.W. P.M* 

tin us apd. cuu.iilustratus, 

7* Steady ram thniUgli the day, and squally at night. 

8. A.M. a mixture of cirrosircfiffs mid ciAroiwhulus : P.M. rnm and 
wind. 

j). Ram till 10 .A.M. then flue, with cirroslratus, and a brisk gnie from 
the' W.S.W. through the ilay and night. 

' 10. A succession of nimbi ip au obscure sky, with showers and a 
cIo:.e air. 
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11* Showers of hail and rain, and intervals of sunshine, with various 
mudihoations cloud'* ; ti 8 P.M. a brisk gale qame on from the north. 

A slight frost before sun rise, and a clear sky till 0 A.M. ; after- 
wards fine, with cumuli in all quarters: in the nfieriioon cumuiasirattUp 
and a d.ish of rain ; a clear iiioonlight night. • 

13. Hoar frost and ice early, and a fine solar halo from 8 A.M. till 5 
P.M. : a faint m<ionlight, and several small lunar halos through the nigj^t. 

14. A little dew, and a transparent atmosphere till 8 A.M., then 

merlike cli>eds : u lunar halo 47** in horizontal diameter to the outside* 
of the colours, from 7 till midjiighi. , 

15. A copious fall uf dew: this is the second morning that a dense 
cirro8!ralut has swept the ground, and been carried off by a S.E. windp 
which prevailed over rhat from the S^W.— a* fine sunny day, with linear 
and arched hands of drrt/s: a large hnvir halo from Still 11 P.M., the 
atmosphere within the circle <»f a dark appearance. 

1 6 . The sky shrouded with cirrorumulun and undulated cirrosfratus 
till 4 P.M., when a steady and refreshing rain came tm for two hours, as 
much dust had risen from the ground in the day : the night cloudy at , 
intcrvalb. 

17> Overcast, calm, and c1o«.etiIl 11 A.M. : at 1 P.M. a double solar 
halo, the interior rins and the exterior 7^^ in perpendicular dia- 
meter to tlie outside of the cokmrs: they were fonneo on, or^ reflected 
from a large lofty parsing bed of cirrocu^mlus from the e^st, and remained 
perfect while this modiBcatioii continued in the vicinity of the sun : the 
afternoon fine, with cumuli and cumulostrutusp and a brisk gale from the 
E.M.K. 

18. A.M. as the preceding: P.M. sunshipe, and a cdiitinuation of the 
gale from the same quarter. 

19* A sunny day, with cirri and cirrostrati^ which gt sun-set passed 
through several tints: a char night; the moon's disc at first of a brass, 
and then of a silver colour. 

20. A.M lofty cinm, low cumuli^ and two currents of wind : at 4 P.M. 
an uvercant sky, and light rain at intervals from fl till ten minutes past 11, 
whit'll, wiih the inrerposition of clouds, prevented our hceing the begiiiniug 
of the eclipse ; but in a cirrostrafux cloud rhat was passing slowly to the 
eastward, there were severni npertiirc.s through which the eclipse was 
di’vtincily SMI for a few seconds, and thinugh one of these openings, at 
45 mmutes^st 12. iiesirly one*thiid of the moon’s disc behind the earth's 
shadow was well defined by the naked eye, and interspersed with a dark 
crimson colour, while n light red narrow crescent, which bounded her 
southern limb, w-as also seen through the shadow. As the night was 
unfavourable for g« iieral observations, and but few persons disposed to 
watch the eclipse, we have ihout'lit proper to make this remaAt, upon a 
supposition iliat sucli an appearance is produced by the moon's attenuated 
*alino 5 pherc (if^any exist); for, in a ciciir frosty night, when the nonillu-* 
ntinated part of her disc is best defined, the dark crimson cofnur and 
^lit red rim do not appear, the whole of the opaque part resembling 
iRuted iron just deprived of its fiery hue, or a ferruginous sutistance. At 
the close of the eclipse, there ifas aiuiihcr faint break in thcclond, vvhich 
enabled us to dctcrniinc that the eartirs shadow cleared the iiioun’s 
soiiiherti limb within a lew seconds of 27 minutes past 1 A.M., .'ipparciiC 
Cline at Gospoit, by u wuicli reguiated for the purpose. 

Errata.— Page 201 of the la-st Number, line 13, for polar read solar; 
and in the following page, line B, fur shouts rtud shoMcrs. 
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Vitnutiom ant Sppoinnttnta. 

Admirals, Captains, &c. appointed. 

ik 

JUar-admiral Lord Amelias Beauclerk, is appointed Commander-in-chief 
and Governor of Newfoundland and its dependencies 

Captain James Wallis, is appointed to act ns captain of H.M.S. Con* . 
queror, vice Dacre, invalided on account of ill health; Captain Brine, 
to the Raciion ; Hen. Captain Ross, to the Mosquito ; Captain John Bow- 
her, of H.M.S. Sir Francis Drake, inconsequence of the death of Vice- 
Admiral Pickmorc, being the senior officer at Newfoundland, was sworn 
in, on the 4tli of March, as governor aud commaiider-iii-^ief of ' 
colony. * 

Captain Charles B. lloss, is appointed commissioner and comniander-io- 
chief on the Lakes in Canada. 

Captain Lumley, to the command of the Topaae^ destined for the East 
India station. 

Hoo. Henry Duncan, to the Lifiey ; Francis Stanfell, to the Conqueror ; 
(ilag-silip of Admiral Plainplin, commander- in-chief at St. Helena) Captain 

G. Dillon, to the Phseton; Lieut. Cuirnes, 1st lieutenant of the Conqueror, 
Admiral Plamptin, it appointed to act as captain of the Podargus ; Captain 
Alexander Montgomery, to the Confiance. 

jCuptaia •.William Walpole, to the Curlew;' John Gore, (a) to the Dote- 
rell; Henry Shiffner, to tlie Drake*. F. E. Loch, to the l^en; W. R. A« 
Pittman, to theFerfett; Henry Forbes, to the Grasshopper; A. B. Branch, 
so the ilarlequin; J* H. Plumridge, to the Sappho; W.T. Wise, lo tbo 
Spartan; J. ^ White, to the Spey; George Rennie, to the Tees. 

Lieutenants appointed. 

Lieutenant Cqippage, of the Conqueror, to the Island of Ascension; 
Charles D. Acklaiid, to the Albion ; W. £. Parry, lo the Alexander dis- 
covery ship ; H. P. liodiicr, to ditto; Robert l^ylc, to the Antelope; 

H. P. Liitiewort, to ditto; Richard Hoare, to the Blossom; Jas. Roy, to 
the Cadmus f George Hearty, to the Caniaiion ; Frederick Freeman, to 
ditto; George Vivers, to the Conqueror; Vaughan Lloyd, to ditto; S. 11. 
Ilemmuns, to the Curlew ; J(ii>rph F. Foster, to the Curlew ; Wni, Downey, 
to the Doicrell ; Joseph Johnstone, to ditto; V. Munhee, to the Drake; 
Thomas W. Moifett, to the Eden; John U. Bor>th, to the Fai^ite; .lohn 
Cf lurch, to the Ferret; M. Crocker, to the Grasshopper; Emiard Cole- 
man, to the Pique; S. Hopkins, to the Pike; R. B. Reed, to the Liverpool; 
J. W. Young, to the Queen Charlotte; A. Henry, to the Kaimllies; 
James Annesley, to the Sappho: D. C. ClAvcring, to the Sp^ I Francis 
Ormond, to the Iphigenia; George Robinson, (a) to ditto; R. m Fenwick, 
to the Liverpool; John Church, to the Ferrett. 

, Lieutenants W. A. lleringhaiii, J. McArthur Low, H. C. Pemberton, ta 
be commanders. 

Mcssrs.'*G. H. Bourne, Charles Carpenter, R. II. Cockerill, W'm. Dun* 
das, Charles Dangerfiehf, Charles II. Gardner, J. C. Grace, Francis Ilart^ 
Matihev? Li>s, VViu. Piiihoru, Charles Whithum, and Daniel Ridgway, tJl 
be lieutenants. * 

Lieutenant Thomas Stewart, to he agent of a division of transports fitting 
out at Deptford. 

Messrs. Robiiliard and Argimbau, midshipmen of H.M.S. Severn, are 
promoted to the rauk of lieutenants. 

Lieut, cnloocl George Lewis, C.B. to be barrack roaster of the royal 
marines at Plymouth. 
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Wm. Goody Martin, to the Curlew; W« Sidney, to the Doterell; 
A. Campbell, to the Draket} A. Watson, to to the Driver; J* W. Coy, to 
the Erne ; W* Wilson, to the Favorite ; R. Holman, to the Harlequin. 

Surgeons appointed. 

Mr. Henry Hall, surgeon to the Carnation; James Camithers, to*thc 
Cherokee; Herman Cochrance, to the Curlevr; M. M'Morris, to the 
Doterell,; Robert Williams, to the Erne. 

Pursers appointed, 

W. K. Hooper, to the Alexander, D.8. ; J. Benefoldt to the Orasfhop-- 
per; Robert M^Reed, to the Harlequin; Frederick Bone, to the Spey; 
Dt^en Fisher to the Tees ; Thomas A. Wallis, to the Iphegenia. 


MARRIA&E. 

On the 18th April, Farehain(Einnts, Anne, 3d daughter of Captain 
Becher, ReN. and Frances his wife, nie< e of the Countess of Oxford, to 
C. W. Nepean, Esq. son of General Nepean, and nephew of the Right ^ 
Hon. Sir Evan Nepean, Bart. Governor of Bombay. 


DEATHS. 


On S2d November, at the ii.fval yard, Bermuda, Mr* WilIiaA*King, e 
clerk of that establishment. * 

On Slst December, on board the Hadlow, on her passage from Calcutta, 
aged 85 years, Capt. Edward Lainb,jun. commander of that ship. 

On the 7th February, at Navy Point, Kingston, Uppei^ Canada, in tim 
SOth }ear of his age, Capt. Sir Robert Hull, K.C.B. commissioner of the 
navy, and coinniaiider-in-chief of the naval forces on the Lakes in Canada. 
Commission dated 18th November, 1799. % 

On 18th March, of typhus fever, Dr. Pollock, surgeon, R.N. of H.M.S. 
Dromedary, employed off Greenwich to receive distrebsed seamen sent from 
the City of London. Date of xvarrant, 14tli May, IBIS. 

On the Slst Marcli, at Stake, near Plymouth, Mr. Alexander Osborne, ’ 
late purser of ll.M S. nanriibul. 

On 26ih March, was drowned in Pert^rnoutb Harbour, by the boat up- 
setting ill which he was sailing, W. Watson, gunner of H.M.S. Pitt. 

On I6th ^ril, 1818, the Fly, 13 guns, Capfain John Baldwin, arrived 
at Portsmoutn, from St. John's, Newfoundland, with an account of the 
death, and the corpse, of Vice«Adiniral Francis Pickmore, late Governor 
and Commander-in-chief of iliat Island. The lamented event took place 
on the 84t|^February, after an indisposition of a fortnight’s continuance, 
wJiich did Ymt portend dissolution until a few hours previously. He 
retained perfect possession of his mental faculties; wliich were remarkable 
for strength and perspicacity: the only circuinbtance known, as indicating ^ 
that he had any presentiment of his approaching death, was, he wrote a 
long letter the day before to Lord Melville, warmly recommendatory 
Captain Huiin, his son-iir-law, w|iom he was anxious should possess the 
fknor of his Lordship's future patronage. This liighly esteemed officer 
tnny be truly said to have died ipvictim to zeal in the service of his country. 
He left England, to resume his command, in very infirm liealiti ; and tlm 
calamitous and destructive fires at St. John’s, occurring soon after his 
arrival, the cares of his Government became thereby vastly increased, 
and the duties painful to execute: a poor, npserable, unemployed 
population, in a winter unequalled for severity since the year 1796, became 
suppliai/^b of bU bounty nod objects of his paternal care* He did much to 
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alleviate their miserici ; hut the cuiiiequent anxiety, fatigue, anil apprehen* 
aion lest any should perish from want, operating upon a h3iievolent heart, 
tended to destroy tiie mortal fabric of him who was thus ab humanelyi 
benevoiriitly, and honourably employed. The Vice-Admiral was in the 
^th year ot his age, was made post !2l6t September, 1790; llcar-adiniral 
USth April, 18 — ; Vice-admiral 12th August, 1818. 

Tlve season not being sufficiently advanced to despatch a ship to England 
immediately with the body of the l^ic^admiral, his remains were removed, 
ii> public funeral procession, on the 3d March, from his late reKideuce, tar 
a vault temporarily prepared for it, in the church at St. John’s — Tiiese 
last honors were iftiended by alt the officers of the naval, military, and 
civil departineuts. Captain John Bowker (Flag*cnptain) attending as 
Chief Mourner; supported , by Lieut. Bonifaut (Flag- lieutenant), B8C. 
Le Geyt, Esq. Secretary, Mr. Win. Smith, Master, Mr. T. Shanks, Purser, 
Lieut. S. Campbell, R. M-— T. Coote, Esq. Cliief Magistrate, Captain 
Baldwin, ITy, Captain Rowley, JBgtfrio, Colonel Filzherbert, Com- 
manding tbe Forces, W. ('niter, JHge of the Vice- Admiralty Court, 
and F. Forbes, Esq. Chief Justice, bore the pall.— Tbe Vice-Admiral’s flag 
was borne by Mr. Frederick, Midshipman, followed by Lieutenants II. 
Sankey and o. Jervois, and Messrs. Jones and Shepheard, Midshipmen of 
the6i/- Francis Vrake.-^TUe Rev. T. A. Grantham, A.M. performetl the 
funeral service. During the procession, the ships of war and different 
forts fired minute gtms, and the aitillery apd iulantry concluded the solemn 
honours with the ciisiomaiy discharge of cannon and small arms. 

“ We understand /says the Newfoundland Journal)^ that Admiral 
Pickinore recived his first commission in the iia\y upwards of foi^y years 
ago, in the early stage of the Aiiieriran Revolution; and it may be thon^t 
n remarkable coincidence, that he began, as it were, and ended nis 
professional career on the same scene. The Admiral’s natural kindness of 
heart, while it smoothed Ins own course down the rugged stream of life, 
endeared him (ft bis private friends, and fixed the esteem and attiirliment 
of, those engaged with him in iltc arduous duties of his profession. Among 
these, we are persuaded that no one more sincerely laments hi- loss than 
his successor in ihe Government. — ^I’he social and benevolent qualities, 
ao conspicuously characteristic of Admiral Pickmore, can derive no 
additional lustre from high rank or siatiuo ; but must at all times contribute 
to adorn and exalt it. 

“ A wids a feather, and a chiefs a rod, 

All , honest roan’s the noblest woik of God.” 

The next day after the Vice-Admiral’s decease, the Fly was ordered ta 
commence cutting ihrough the ice, for the ^rposc of conveying the body to 
England; but although there were from ®0 to 800 men ffl||p the shore, 
40 from the Sir Francis Drake and E^eria, and the whole ot the crew of 
the JFTy, daily e mployed on it, it was not until tbe 18tb of Man h (ihiee 
weeks,) the canal was found to be sufficiently large to permit the Fly to 
passthrough. The distance cut was 2866 yards; the ice was from two 
and a hhlf to five feet thick ; the blocks of it cut from S3 to 36 feet 'in 
breadth. All ilie bloiMts were hauled up on the main ice by a single rope, 
and main strength. Added to ibis labour, the channel cut was almost 
every morning frozen to between six and »»even inchi-s thick; and the ope- 
ration of clearing this away was obliged to be performed daily. On the 
23d ult, Ahc JFVvi being then 90 miles from the land, struck against ice, 
which was from 18 inches to two feet thirk. 

The Vice-admirers remains were attended on sbore from the Fly Chi% 
afternoon, by Captain Hnnu, R.N. and deposited in the family vault at 
Kingston . 
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OF THB LATE 

CONWAY SHIPLEY, Esq. 
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• Tlie youthful Diomed. 

% ’Tis he— -I know the manner gf his ^it» 

lie rises on the toe :~that spirit of his» 

In Aspiration lifts him from the earth. 

* SUAKESPBAII. 

flpiHAT general and laudable curiosity respecting all who have 
JL signalized themselves on the great theatre of the world, is 
seldom more ardently, or more naturally excited, than by the 
illustrious characters whose services have been those of natippal pro* 
lection. The advantage derived, *aod the sacrifice made to it^ 
when properly considered, add to our curiosity' the sensations of 
admiration and gratitude, than which perhaps there are none more 
congenial »with the human heart in its best state of purity, or 
which does our nature more honour in the fuli acknowledg* 
ment of. 

We delight in mentally following them through the various crL. 
tical and perilous situations in which they have been placed— -in 
accompanying them through the dangerous, but glorious, enter* 
prises which they have headed, or in which they have borne a 
part— or which have been suggested by their wisdom— *or have 
merited success by their conduct, although success has failed 
them — in vowing their behaviour in the extremes of adverse and 
prosperous fortune— in tracing their progress through all the 
difficulties they have -surmounted,— and in Contemplating their 
whole life and conduct, at a time wKen, divested of the pomp and 
power of office or command, t^ey appear to tis in the simple and 
unassuming garb of abstrac^facts. 

We have not offered these remarks wholly in allusion to those 
rare Genii who head the list of Fame. Many there have been who 
might have attained the highest step of her Temple, had they not 
been cut off in their honourable progress through the conflicts 

J3.W. €f)ron Vol-XXXiX. 


Y T 



llATAL BtOOEitniT. 


ii6 

opposed to the attaioment — but which progfeu^ 80 far as h waf 
naide) is worthy of record— they hare been to a degree benefaCi* 
tors of their country, and are entitled to a register of their 8cr« 
Tiees, as a m^ns of securin'*g its grateful recollection of them* 

In pursuance of this opinion, we avail ourselves of the commu** 
nicatjon, wc regret to say a very brief one, of the following par- 
ticulars relative to that much respected officer, the late Captauii 
Shipley, second' surviving son of the Reverend Dr. Shipley, Dean 
of St. Asaph. 

This gentleman was born in North Wales, in the year 1782, 
and at a very early age entered into the navy, we believe under 
the protection of the Honourable Admiral, then Captain, Pakon- 
ham. In the memorable battle of the 1st of June, 1794, he 
served under that gentleman in the Invincible, of 74 guns, and 
although then only in his twelfth year, gave earnest of his future 
reputation, by displaying traits of courage that would have done 
honour to a veteran.^ 

We next trace him as midshipman, under Sir Robert Barlow, 
in the Phoebe frigate, in which ship he saw much active and severe 
service, and not only saw but shared it, to the great advancemenl 
of his reputation in her. In fact, there were few frigates more 
unremittingly or more successfully employed, while Sir Robert 
(now,' to the regret of his brother officers, retired from active ser- 
vice) held the command of her. 

In the year 1800, Mr. Shipley passed his examination, and 
received a commission as lieutenant, and soon after proceeded 
with his steadj patron, Sir Samuel Hood, f to the West Indios.* 
The short peace, or rather truce, of Amiens, occurring not long 
after, deprived him of those opportunities which would probably 
have presented themselves, and which he would have been sure to 
have actively availed himself of to justify the zeal of his patron for 
Us, advancement, but on the* war recommencing iu 1803, he was 
one of the first offiesj^ii promoted by that excellent judge of merit, 
who a^ppointed him to command the St. Lucie, of 14 guns, cap- 
lured by the Emerald frigate. 


* The killed aud wounded on beard the Invincible in this action were. 9 sea- 
men, 5 marines, killed ; ill seamen. 10 marines, wounded, 

f Vide N.C. vol. xvii. p. 1. for portrait and memoir of Sir Samuel Hood. 




THE LATE CAPTAIN «CO!l WAY SHIFLEY, U.N. 317 

In this Tessel, althoiigh of small size, he rendered great and im. 
portant serrices, by his attention to the protection of the trade of 
the islands, and the capture of the enemy's privateers— -he also 
assisted atlhe reduction of the French and Dutch islands. * 

From the St. Lucie, Capt. Shipley was removed into the Hippo* 
mcnes, of 18 guns, in which vessel he fought a most gallant action 
with L'Egyptiennc, French privateer frigate, of 36 guns, and 
300 men, which he captured, after a short but severe contest; 
she had been engaged some days previously by the Osprey, of 18 
guns, commanded by the late gallipit Captain Vounghusband, but 
this did not lessen thg uncommon merit of Captain Shipley, who 
with a motley crew of 90 men, attacked such an enemy. Ills 
letter to Sir Samuel ITood, on this occasion, is written in the Ian. 
guage of modest mm^ii ; without attaching the least praise to himself, 
he delineates the heroism of the captain and crew of the Osprey in 
such colours, as might bo* expected from a brave and ingenuous 
Dritish officer * 

• Centaur, Carlide Buy, Barbadoes, 

SIR, March 29^ 1804. 

1 have the sa lib faction to send you the copy of a letter I have received 
from Captain Shipley, of his Majesty's sloop Hippome^es, giving an ac- 
count of the capture of the Kgyptienne, French frigate, of 36 guns, by that 
sloop. The firmness and persevernnee of Captain Shiplev, in the pursuit 
of a ship of such force, does him, the officers, and sloj>p\ rtttnpany, the 
highest credit ; and being well marked with judgment and decision, he so 
surprized the enemy, that he struck the moment the liippomenes came 
alongside, after three hours’ running fight. No doubt the spirited action 
of the Osprey contributed, of which Captain Shipley speaks iii the hand 
somest terms. I am, 6lc. 


William Marsdeii, 

E»q. 

SIR, • His Majeslt/s Sloop liippomenes, March ^9^ 1804. 

I have the honour to aVquaiiit^ you with the <5ipture of rEgYijtienne, 
French privateer (formerly a Jtmniblican frigate), nioiinting 36 guns, twelves 
and nines, commanded by M. rlaciard, and having; 2-40 men on board, on 
the evening of the 27lh, after an arduous chase of fifty four hours, and a 
running fight of three hours and twenty minutes, hy his Majesty's sloop 
under my command, for she striirk the rnoiiiriit we fairly gut alongside of 
her. I feel much pleasure in saying, the officers and men behaved with 
that coolness and intrepidity inherent in Englishmen ; and had the eiiG 
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allowed tliem a trial alofigside, I am convinced her siqwrior force would 
not have availed them much. However, I cannot forbear .jecommiendiiig 
to your protection my first lieutenant, for his good conduct ort this, is well 
as on all former occasions. The slight resistance she mode I eanP only 
attribute to the fear of being as severely beat as she had been fbnrdays 
previous by the Osprey, who killed eight of her men, and wounded nine- 
teen, and whose gallantly astonished them. Mr. John Lloyd, master^ 
.male, is the only person hurt on this occasion, and he slightly. 

1 have further to inform you of the recapture of the Reliance^ of Londooi 
Saken by the above frigate. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Commodore Hood, 



The previous action of the Egyptienne with the Osprey is thus 
related 

Centaur, Carlisle Bay, BarbadoeSf 
siF,^ , c March 28, J804. 

I beg leave to enclose you, for th? information of the Lords Commission- 
ers of the Admiralty, a letter I have received from Captain Younghusband, 
of his Majesty’s sloop Osprey, giving .in account of a most spirited* action 
he fought with the Egyptienne, a French frigate, of 36 guns, and two hun- 
dred and sixty men, which must certainly have fallen to his superior skill 
and. bravery, had^ not she availed herself of her sailing to get away. Cap- 
tain Younghusband*s gallant conduct, with that of his officers and men, 
against such superior foice, merits my warmest applause. 

This ship was formerly the Railleure, and given to the merchants of 
Bourdeaux, to fit out as a private ship of w'ar ; she had made several cap* 
tures, one of which has been retaken by the llippomencs. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


ir, Marsden, 


^am. ^^ood. 


Ills MajeUys Sloop Osprey^ BarbadoeSf 
SIR, March 28, 1804. 

I beg leave to inform you, that on the 23d instant I discovered four sail 
to the S.W. quarter ; I immediately chased, and upon nearing them, I 
found them to be a large frigate and three merchant ships {. upon coming 
within hail of the frigate, she hoisted French cvilours, and fired her broad- 
side, which was instiiiiily returned, mild Ae two ships continued in close 
action for an hour and twenty minutes, when the enemy ceased firing, and 
began to make offi, and her convoy to separate on different courses; I then 
found with*i:egret, that she out-sailed the Osprey under her topsails upon, 
the cap; I however continued the chase, firing our bow-chaserf as long as 
they could reach, but we lost sight of her during the night. 

The French ship’s sails, rigging, and hull, w'cre very much cut ; tlie 
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.Osprpy iias alip (oflEMpd very much in her sails anil rigging ; and I am sorry 

to add. that we have one man killed, and sixteen wounded. 

♦ ' 

liaatenant Collier, the officers, and , sbip^ company, behaved the 
greatest bravery and activity. 

I have further to inform you, that on* the 35th, the Osprey and Qippu* 
Mnes retook the ship Reliance, and I am informed from the French prize*- 
master, that the ship the Osprey engaged, was the frigate Egyptienne, 
tilted out as a privateer by the merchants of Bourdeaux, mounting 36 guns, 
and having on board 255 men. 1 am, Sir, &c. 


To Samuel Hood^ Esq* Commodore 
and Communder-in»Chieff , 




For this gallant action Captain Shipley was most deservedly 
posted, and soon afterwards returned to England, with a convoy 
from Jamaica, having been appointed to the Sagesse French 
frigate, captured , at St. Domingo. 

After spending a short time with his relations and friends, to 
whom he had returned with a nobly-earned exaltation of rank, 
from whom he had been a considbrable time absent, and in fact 
with. whom he had passed but few years of his honourable life^ he 
again sought employment in the service of his country. His late 
moHtorious conduct had rendered him too valuaVie a commander 
to 1)0 suffered to remain long without it, and he was appointed to 
the Comus, a new ship of 20 guns. His patron, Sir Samuel 
Hood fa name honoured and beloved, although now unhappily 
extinct in the British navy), having applied for him to be attached 
to his squadron, at that time under orders to fake possession ot 
Madeira, and cruise to the westward, he sailed with him on that 
expedition. A more decided proof of the esteem and regard of that 
excellent man could not have been given, for the vessel Captain 
Shipley then commanded was far from being desirable for such a 
service, and therefore his confidence in the talents of her com- 
mander to supply the deficiency of the ship, was evident, and 
highly honourable to Captain Shipley. 

Soon after his return from eifecting the object of the expedition, 
he was, to his great gratification, appointed to the Nyifiphe, of 
.16 guns, a ship in every respect equal to the ardent purposes of our 
youthful warrior, and which had been eminently successful when 
commanded by his predecessor. But, alas, a difierent, although 
not less honourable, fate was reserved for him. 
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In the year 1808^ Captain Shipley was ordered to join the 
squadron under Sir Charlel Cotton, then employed «oir the cpast 
of Portugal, to co-operate with the British army. On this serr 
vice he had not long entered^ before that spirit of enterprise, . by 
which he had been always actuated from the very commencement 
of his naval career, led him to the indefatigable search of objects 
in all possible directions and predicaments ; and impelled by a 
desire to distinguish himself in some signal display of valour, he 
proceeded with (he ship^s boats to attempt the cutting out from 
under the guns of Belem Castle, a French corvette. The circum- 
stances of this unsuccessful attack, in which the country was 
deprived of the services of one of its bravest officers, were as 
ftfllows On the 16th of April, reconnoilcring the harbour of 
Lisbon, it was discovered that an enemy’s corvette had taken 
refuge under the guns of the castle, and was lying at anchor near 
Belem battery ; an attempt to cut her oiit was projected, and eight 
boats were manned by volunteers from the Nymphe and Blossom, 
of 18 guns ; they were headed in this gallant enterprise by Cs^ptain 
Shipley himself, who was in a fasi-rowingboat, and consequently 
took the lead, ahd was first to get alongside the enemy, when in 
attempting to board her he was shot through the head, fell imme- 
diately into the sea, and was never seen afterwards. One of the 
boat’s crew was killed at the same time, and a midshipman and 
several of the men wounded. The other boats not being able to 
get up, owing to the strength of the current, the tide then rnnning 
strong out of the harbour, the attempt was relinquished.* 

Thus, at the early age of 26, fell the gallant and accomplished 
Conway Shipley ; he was handsome and graceful in bis person, 
engaging in his manners, firm in his attachments, an invaluable 
friend, a noble-minded man, and an heroic commander'— perhaps 
110 one ever more eminently possessed the power of inspiring all 

* In presV^min:! toofTcT any remark in lire woy of ^lijection to tht; heroic con- 
duct of the lati’ CaptHiii Siupley, do jioi jiieuii to detract ui the least degree 
from hie iHeni as h Bnnsli ofliccr : bur ii does appear fo us, that had not liisardeift 
thirst oi filory rindcrrd hiiii iinpatiept of disiretion would have suggested 

the proprif ry of pnvioiisl v rullenino Ins force Hrouiid him so as to have com- 
manded a unity of action with his whole sifeiiL'lh, rather than to have com- 
menced the attack with a force so obvtoualy inffficieiit. But he disdained to look 
behind him— faced his eneiu^ aiul fell !— May the laurels on his tomb be eves 
green. 
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Drhom lie eomouinded} with sentiments |imilai^ to his own— what 
these sentiments were, his life, short, alas ! as it was, and his 
glorious, but lamented fall have revealed ; had he lived, what 
might not his country have expected from him. 

Ye weeping Muses, Graces, Virtues, tell, 

If since your alUiccomplished Sydney fell, 

Y'ou, or afflicted Britain, e’er deplored 
A natpe more worthy of our high record. 

Such spotless hrmour ; such ingeimoiistfriith, 

Such ripened wisdom in*the bloom of youth ! 

So mild, so gentle, so composed a mind, 

To such heibic warmth, and courage joined. 

He too, like Sydney, nursed in Learning’s arm«-, 

For nobler War forsook her softer charms ; 

Like him possessed of every pleasing art, 

The secret wisli of every female heart ; 

Like him, cut od' youthful Glory’s pride, • < 

lie unrepining for his counfl-y died. 

0 ■ ■■ ' 

Should this brief sketch of the gallant Qiptain’s services 
meet the eye of any of his friends or relatives who may have it in 
their power, and be inclined to transmit us a moref full account of 
them, with his portrait, from u hich an engraving may be made, 
the favour will be duly acknowledged. 
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tOP.O HIOH ADVnuL OF F>GI.AM). 

At Uic Court at W hitehall, 13 June, 1673. 
present, 

The Kind’s Most Excellent Maj^stie. 

T here being this day proposed in* Council! a draught of instf unions 
for ascertaining the duty Lord High Admirall of Englan^ the smut* 
were read and approved of in the forme following : — ^ 

That tlie Loi d High Admirail be able at all times to give bis Majestm a 
perfect account of the state of his navy reiatcing to the condiuoii both ol 
bis ships and yards, with the siotes, rematneing persons employud, and 
services to be performed ibcrem* 
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Aod iti order thereto^ |o that all the officers entrusted with thd 
videing, issueing, or expeDding of stored or moneys, the Tinpreiting, e# 
otherwise the procureing, entering, mustering, employing, or discharging 
of me*], the estimateing, perfornntng, or accompting for any work or ser^ 
vice to be done by themselves or others under them, do, with all diligence, 
faithfullness, and good husbandry, performe their respective duties in the 
exception of all commands they shall receive from his Majestic or himsclfi 
as Lord High Admirall. And for the better enabling him effectually to da 
the same, he is onde at least every month, and oftener as his Majesties 
service shall require, to visit and sitt with the principal! officers and com- 
missioners of the na\'y at their poblick place and time of meeting, thereby 
to infomp himself in the method of their proceedings ; and moreover, to 
demand and receive from each of them, weekly, an account in writing of 
alljnacters relating to their respective charges, by which the state of each 
bnmeh of the said office, and his Majesties works respectively depending 
thereon, may be at all times distinctly known, and the Lord High Admirall 
thereby enabled to inform his Majestic, and otherwise issue such orders 
relative thereunto, as may best conduce to the advancement of any ser- 
vice, either in doeing, or commanded by his^ Majestic to be done therein, 
for the more regular and effectuall proceeding on which service he is to 
cause an estimate to be prepared by the comptroller of the navy, signed 
by three or more of the principall officers and commissioners (wher^jf the 
treasurer to be oijo), of the charge of each work and service to be done, 
before he issue any orders for the doing thereof ; which estimates being then 
signed by himself,^ he is, with the said treasurer, to present to his Majestie, 
and the same being by him approved, to assist the said treasurer in all his 
solicitations with his Majestie and the Lord High Treasurer, for the ob- 
taining reasonable and sufficient supply of money for enabling the officers 
of the navy to proceed to, and directly carry on each service required 
from them. 

For the more regular dispensing of which money when received, and the 
necessary credit of hi^ Majesties service depending thereon, he is in no 
wise to direct or permit the principall officers and commissioners of the 
navy to apply any part thereof to any other use than what it was originally 
assigned to, or paid in any other method or course, than what is already or 
hereafter shall be to that purpose established by his Majestie in Council : 
nor is he, without order from his Majestie, to command or allow tlie 
principal officers and commissioners of the iiav), commanders, or any 
other offic.^rs or persons employed therein, to do any wor^: or thing on 
svhicli the use or expense of any of his Majesties ships, houses, stores, Or 
treaq^pe^ doth or may depend, contrary to the known and allowed practice 
and president of the navy ; nor by himself tr his order, (o make or inter- 
pose in the making of any contracts for ships, stores, or ought else rclateing 
to the seivice of the navy, saveing the contracts which shall at any time be 
made for the victualling tliereof, the same being always to be done by his 
Majestie at the Councill Board,, after being first consulted on and prepared 
by the Lord Treasurer and Lord Admirall. 

And for as much as the wcale of his Mnjestie’s navy in an especiall man^ 
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nrr (iepoiuls upon the intci^rity, dilij^ence, nnd experience of the officers 
riiti'iistcd tlicreMi, he is to use his utmost circumspection in liis choice of 
every of the said officers, ntid therein particularly to take care^that virtue 
lip eiipouragod, by the advancing of persoi^ suitable to the knowledge he 
shall have of each man’s deserveings in his former employments, enher 
fioni his own ohsorvation, or the report of the principal! officers and com- 
missioners of the navy, in relation to the officers accountable for any 
srorcM, provisions, tnrmcys, or work within their inspection, or of tfie flftgg . 
officers and commnnders of the fleet, for the behaviour t^f those at sea serv- 
ing under them ; niul that no coiiiinisshin be granted by him on store to any 
coimnandcr, withoiiit the privity and approvall of bs Majestic first had in 
writing therein. • 

Lastly, he is to take care that all makers herein not specified, to pro* 
cTod in the well governing of his Majestic's navy, and in performing the 
whole duty of Lord High Adinirall of England, according to the allowed 
and known practice thereof, or the orders lie shall from time to time 
iL'rci\c from his Majestie, and to see that a perfect and fair record and 
rrgisier be at all limes duly kept by the secretary of the Admiralty, as well 
of such his Majesties said orders, as of all letters, orders, instructions, 

( '>titfiate<), commissions, warrants, articles exhibited, and sentences passed 
in courts maitiall ; journals, reports, dlid certificates from the officers of 
liic rnivy, oroiliers; passes, I i^t of fleets, stations, convoys, establishment 
of wages, rules of ships, iiuiuhers of men and guns, rewards^ press-war- 
rRut.s, pnitC'Ctions, and all other papers and transactions whatsoever, whe- 
ther ai land or sea, within his cognizance as Lord High Admirall ; and that 
tlic same he methodically hy the said secretary digested and safely laid up 
ill some certain and convemeut place, to be provided and employed on n 
standing office for that purpose, there Co remain for the use of bis Majestie, 
aiirl information of all succeeding admiralls, on uny occasions of service 
calling for the same. 

And it is ordered hy his Majestic in Cuuncill, that the said instructions 
be c'ntcrcd in the counci 11 hook, and a copy of them sent unto his lioyall 
Highness the Lord High Admiral of England, &c. to be observed 
Hccoriliiigly. 

INCOMBUSTIBLE STOREHOUSE. 

We have to congratulate the public on the completion of nn extensive 
storehouse at Portsmouth, from a design by Edward Hall, Esq. surveyor of 
buildings to the Navy Bo&rd, contracted for by Mr Brurker, and executed 
under the direction of Mr. S. W. Smitli. This building possesses the 
advantage of one story iiior^thnri the other storehcAises near it, though its 
extreme height does not i-xceed iheii.— Every part of it is cuinposed*of iron 
and stone; not a particle of wtHid is to he seen ; the girders, joists, doors^ 
sashes, and frames, are all ot cast iron, from the foundery of Messrs. 
Sturges and Co. in Yorkshire, and executed in a style of peculiar neatness. 
"J'he rool, which is also of cast iron, is worthy of particulnrnotice, from the 
beauty and lightness of its construction. The floors^ which are of York- 
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shire stone, are laid in a muteHjr manner, by Mr. T* Marshall, of DepN 
ford. — The most gratifying part of this building is its beautiful geometrical 
Staircase of moor stone, projecting six clear feet from the wall ; the hand- 
rail^nnd balusters are of iron, extremely light and airy ; the former is 170 
feet in length, so neatly manufactured as to exhibit no traces whatever of 
a joint. The edifice altogether reflects pl eat credit on the projector, the 
superintendant, and the contractor. The expense may bo calculated* at 
about 15,000/< 

NAVAL ABCHITECTURE. 

A Ni:w schooner, about sixty tons burthen, built for the purpose of dis- 
playing a new system of naial architecture, was iaimi iird at Belfast, on 
the 10th April, 1818. She is constructed with. nit anv frame timber, breast 
books, beams, or knees, and without any metal under water, except her 
rudder braces, and a few bolts in her keel. The ndvaiitapes presumed in 
Afhe system arc the following: giving in price of building, strength, 
duration, capacity, tightness, buoyancy, sailing, and safety* 

ANTIQriTIC*. 

The ^Veymoutli store-ship has arrivulat TVptford, with the valuable 
head of'Memnon, King of Abydos. Tins ^upc•rio^ production of llie 
ancients has been sent from Kgypt by Mr. Salt, the consul pcncral there, 
as a present to the British Museum, and consists of one ^^olid block, of gra- 
nite, weighing about nine tons. The whole of the fare is in the highest 
preservation, anil remarkably expressive.— 'I'hc riuht car is rather damaged, 
but in a trifling degree. On the right breast is a hole, nuide by the French, 
during their sdjuurn under the Corsican Renegado, for the f»urpo5c of 
blasting it with gunpowder, to reduce the size of the bust. Tins attempt 
was not, however, so successful as one they made on the left side, which 
has knocked off the arm, and mutilated the body. The fragment has, 
however, been luckily found, and sent home. 7'hc head appears sur- 
mounted, or bound round, with a diadem or draprry, and the chin rests on 
a projection similar to ivhat is seen in many j''.i!ypiian figures. Such of the 
cognoscenti as have seen this piece of sculpt me, pronounce it us belonging 
to the higher order, and a valuable acquisition. It has been removed to 
the British Museum.— The Weymouth has also brouglit presents from the 
Bey of Tripoli to the Prince Regent. They consist of columns, cornices, 
chapiters, &c. found at Lchida (tlie Lf'ptis Matinus of the ancients), and 
arc in great preservation. Sonic are of pure white marble, almost, if the 
cxpi-cs*)ion may he allowed, transparent : otlicis brnutifully veined ; while 
the cornices &c. at once display the superiority of the anemnt^ in the art 
of sculpture. The columns arc mostly of one solid piece, one weighing 
near 15 tons, and is *22 feet in length. — These relicts of former grandeur 
were selected by Captain W. 11. Smyth, of the royal navy, in which he was 
assisted by the Briti*«li Consul at Tripoli. Notwithstanding the immense 
weight of these stupendous monumnits of ancient splendour, the whole 
were, from the judicious arrangenieius mqde hy Mr. Turner, commander 
of the Weymouth, got on board the vessel, without any accident occurring 
to the men employed in the removal. 
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IfAVAL PENSIONS TO THE WIDOWS OF NAVAt OFFICERS. 

Vrdonnancc ^ the Kingi^ for regulating the Temiom and Aids to the 
JFidaies and Orphan Children of Mililarp and other Officers of the 

Marine Department* * • 

Faiihy Feb. 21, 1816. 

Louis, by the Grace of God, King of 
Trarce and Navarre. 

I N consideration of our Ordunnaiice of the "14th August, 1814, regulating 
the pensions and aids to the widows and orphan children of the officers 
of the uriiiy, • 

Upon the report of our minister, *tlie secretary of state, for the marine 
and colonies, * ^ 

We hiLie ordained, and do ordain as follows: 

Art. I. The widows of military and other officers of the marine de* 
partment shall ho entitled to pensions, 

1, If their huaUinds shall have been killed in battle ; 

2, If tiiey shall have died within six muntlis, of the wounds they have 
received ; # « , 

3, II they shall have perished hy ^lipwrcck, or any other accident re- 
stilting from maritime service ; 

IT. The w'idows of marine officers enjoyiiitr, at the time of tlieir decease, 
retired pay acquired hy wounds, or seniority of servicc^and those whose 
d((*ea8C(l hu*«haiids shall, in active sen ice, have fulfilled the conditions 
leqiiisite for the obtaining the said retired pay, shall have an equal claias 
to ho admitted to the pi nsion. 

TIT. To be entitled to the benefit of the present ordoimance, tlie widows 
of offi(:«'i>, dead m consequence of their wounds, shall he hound to prove 
t!iat their marriage was euniractcd anterior to the battles in which their 
husbands have been wounded. 

Tlie widows meiitioucd in Article IT. who have had no children by their 
oiarriage, shall prove that they have not been divorced, and that 
they have passed at least five years of their legitimate union with 
the officers to whose claims they shall pretend to succeed. 

In failure of the proof's demanded, they shall nut he proposed as fit 
objects for the pension. Widows not divorced, h'lving one or more 
children, shall he exempted from the qualification of five years 
marriage. ^ 

IV. The widows’ pensions shall be 6xed at the rate of one-f(ffirt1i of the 
maximum of the retired pay of seniority, according to the rutik^of their 
husbands. ^ 

V. Trie ciiildren of marine officers, born in lawful wedlock, shall be 
(entitled to an annual aid. 

Tliis aid must not exceed, whatever be the mmiber of the children, 
the amount of the pension which had been granted to the mother. 
It shall he extended proportionally, until each child shall liat« 
aiiained the age of twenty complete years. 
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VI. When officers shall have rendered distinguished services to theDtnte, 
our minister, the secretary of state for the marine, shuK make a repre- 
. sentatioii to us in favour of their widows, or orphan children, for especial 
pensions proportioned to the ipiportancc of the services. 

VIL' The Pensions and Aids, regulated hy the execution of the present 
ordonnance, shall be paid from the funds of the Chest of Marine 
Invalids. 


•Vlfl. All pensions and aids granted up to the present time, to the widows 
and orphans of irarine offi'cers, remain according to the rate at which 
they have been fixed. 

IX. Our minister, the'secrctary of stpte for the marine and colonics, is 
charged with the execution of thp present ordonnance. 

Given at Paris, at the Castle of the Tuilleries, the twenty- 
first day of February, in the year (if Grace and 
of our reign the twenty-hrst. 


(Signed) c^£ouia. 

(Sigijed) ^ ihoaUe ^^niouefu 


lacje 


TATAT. DI ET, IN mANCC. 


Tke fiillowing^arcount of a duel, at Caen, between a young English 
gentleman, of the name of Fickford, and M. Marinier, a Frenchman, is 
cofiied tV<im a prieatc letter, received by a gcutlenmn in the county of 
Sussex 

“ Ca€n, Apiil'^0, ir,18. 

“ A fatal doe! took plncc ^csierday nH;rniiJ!:, the relation A\l)ich follows 
will aLcoimt for it Some wf cl%s bince a Frenchman, a Montiicur Dubui»son, 
who passes here for a gentleman, spat in the face of a lieiitenanl in the 
navy : the insult was unprovoked, but is supposed to have originated in an 
unfounded jealousy. The fair object of it w'as a nursery maid of Oencrul 
H — . The Prefect was applied to, and requested to interpcise his 
authority ; of the result of this application I am ignorant. Nolltiiig further 
occurretl for several days, till a M. Allan, n frietid of Duhui&son, folloxs- 
ing the lieutenant, and a captain in our army, out of LonguePs Cafo, 
struck, from beliind, the lieutenant across the head with his cane, and also 
as grossly insulted his compnnion. •• This happened at night, a little after 
ten, Tfiere was not nqv previous quarrel between the parties, nor was 
intimation given of itie iiuended fissauit. A considerable diiferencc of 
opinion appeared among our countrymen, a| to the course to he pursued in 
punishing the Hggre>sor. Those to wdiom the lieutenant and the captain 
applied for advice, dicided, that as M. Allan had not sought a quarrel in 
a gentlemanly manner, he had no right to be considered as a gentleman, 
and that he ought to he prosecuted. On Saturday the cause came on, and 
be was coiiHtmnied to a month’s impri-soninent, and to a line. On return- 
ing fiom the place of justice, the Eiiglisb, who attended the trial, had to 
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siiflnsr under the most revolting scurrilities showered upon them hv the 
townspeople, sYiid by the friends of Allan, irritated by tiis condemnation, 
and exalting thernsrlves mightily at the supposed pusillnniniity of tlie pro* 
secutors. Young D. and young F. had each an affair on their hands * but 
these wci'c settled by their receiving apologies. Charles Pickf(»rd, who had 
iiis share of the words Cochon Anglaise, polisson, canaille; marked his 
man, and avoiding all present altercation,, pursued his nay through the 
mob. Ill tl*e evening, having found him on the Cour, he requested satisfac-* 
tion, which was promised. %vith the significant hint of • the nearer the bet- 
ter.’* They met* near Vuiiccllcs the folluwiiig inormng, about seven, 
M. Mariiiier with Duhnisson for his second and l^ckford, with Lieutenant 
Morgan, of the navy. There was some dispute about distances ; Marinier 
wanted 15 paces; I’ickford said that fiu was no shot, and would allow of 
none beyond four. 'I'o ^his Marinier had no ohjeclion, provided be had 
the first fire. Fickford insisted that ti oy should fire together ; but this 
species of equality was stiffly opposed. Another proposal was then made, 
that Mnrinier's friend should charge one only of his pistols with ball, and 
give I’ick ford the choice; or that Morgan should charge \%ith ball one of 
bis pair, and should let Man iiier chouse. This was acceded to. Marinier 
first took one, and then Pick fofd the other. They presented to^rtlier ; the 
inteival between them was about two feet. After a moment or two of 
hesitation, the word was gi^en, and Pickford put a ball under his adver- 
sary’s ribs, on the right side, which passed clean through him. lie pre- 
sently expiied. The survivor was brutally insulted by tlic second ol the 
fallen tnaii. After a proper display of theatrical feeling, he wanted to pro- 
ceed to another duel a i'oulrunce, and instantly ; but Pidvford though ter- 
lihly provoked ; kept pcrlcctly cool, lie shid only “ fetch a witness, and 
1 will wait for you.'* Alter icrriHining more than an hour on the ground, 
aud seeing no one, they went into Caen. 

pickford’:} quail'd was fortunately unknown to his father and mother till 
all was over. The young iir.in played whist at Colonel U.'soo the preceding 
evening, witli Ins accusiouitd coolness, and till a late hour. There is no 
occasion to make any rcitiaik on (he bid’s conduct. 1 must add, that when 
they arrived on tlic ground, he s-aid, “ 1 do not approve of Monsieur Allan’s 
prosecution ; my opioi )ii was encircly against it. 1 have had no concern 
in It. (Inly make me an apulog)' for the insulting expressions of yesterday, 
and I shall he happy to shake hands with yon. 1 have not tiie slightest 
yvish to push this matter further.’’ The uiitoriunate sufferer and his second 
refused all concession, and to them only can any blame be imputed. It 
gives me grout pleasure to tell you, that every respectable ITenchman 
applauds heurtily young Pick ford’s , behaviour; I have not seen one^ what- 
ever his party and politics niny^be, who does not say, that his humanity, 
forbearance, and steadiness, cannot be excelled/’ 
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Retired Lists, and Promotion. 
Letier V. 


MR. T.DI10R, 

I HAD much pleasme in ronHingi your excellent Coi respondent 

letter,* on the subject of Retirement : to that valuable writer your 
Chronicle and the naval service is infinitely indebted, for a variety of 
highly important and useful Suggestions, eminently calculated to iniprm'e 
And render more elVicleiit the best defence of Britain — its naval force ; and 
to ameliorate the situation of its brave and invaluable ofbeers and seamen. 
The subject of extended retirement was, X4 believe, ^/Vs/ adverted to, and 
taken up by another Correspondent, ** A Friend to Naial Merit,*' from 
whose useful hints it is supposed originated the late menhir to naval 
fidicers, rcApiiring an account and statemerd of their individual services, 
us to enable the Admiralty Board to possess a cumfilcte register of the ser- 
vices of evvrif ofticer in the navy ; and I now rejoice to he told by Arum, 
extended uUired Lists arc actually preparing for tho&c classes which 
most stand in nedil of them; viz. post captains, commanders, and lieu te>« 
Hants: when they are promulgated, 1 have no doubt they will do honour 
to the wisdom aifd discrimination of the Board, and give great and univci- 
sal satisfaction to the officers (ff the navy. Some comfnrtahlc piovision of 
this kind has been hn}i and greatly wanted, for old and worn-out officers ; 
and considering wbat lias been dmie for tlie army, in the w’ay of rclirement, 
it is but doing them justice, w'hiisc at the same time it will reduce the 
numbers on our lists, and these lists will in furmc contain the names ot 
effective officers only, thus opening wider the dtwir to promotion to num- 
bers who, in consequence of the lists being overcharged, and want of 
interest, are now hopeless of preferment. Ne.uly connected with this 
interesting subject, is that of promotion ; and i se ze this opfiortuiiity of 
recoin mending very earnestly to the Board to promote no ^/lortMilbcers, 
without some consideration to their abilities, and former services, ns w'dl 
as to llieir reconuiieiidaiions from members of the^ legislature, the mischief 
fdready entailed on the service, frpin injudicious and unmerited proinoiion, 
flowing ido much from interest, and too little from merit, or fitness for com- 
tnand, w incaiculaOle ; and wlieii war s^ail find these otbcci s in command 
of our finest ships, which interest also wrill procure them, the consequences 
may be humiliating to the navy and lo England ; fur, Sir, in order to com- 
maud a ship an officer iwusi experience, judymenf, e\\\d 

ability, ns well as courage: the latter qualification, although indispensable, 
is not the only requisite fur successful or efficient naval command ; and it 
■ ■*■■■■ ' -- - ■■■ ■ 


* See page 12?, 
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Is matter of notbriety, that at the time when the late American contest 
commenced, rbany of oiir finest 38-gun frigates were commanded by young 
men of 25,^ who had not served above eight or nine years in the navy, and 
who were not only very ignorant of their duty as commanders, hut sojearo- 
less of it, and of their own and their country's reputation, as seldom nr 
ever to have had their crews exercised at the guns ; but such martinets and 
Ijigh-flyers withal, as to have disgusted their officers and men by their seve* 
rify, and in general lost no small part of their crews from desertion. 1* 
appeal to the navy, if this picture is overcharged; and I contrast with it, 
with emotions of *pride and exultation, the conduct and characters of Sir 
P. Broke, that ornament of the navy ; of .Sir .Taffies Alexander Gordon ; 
Captains Flopc, Maxwell, and others, whose names I need only mention to 
point out what a British naval commander ought to be, and the success 
whicli will in general ffttend on the excrtioHs and skill of such men. Wc 
are assured, Sir, that Sir Philip Broke was beloved as a father by his 
officers and men ; and that liis ship was in a state of constant preparation: 
his own superior skill and scardknship, and the attachment, bravery, and 
devotion, to death or victory, of his ship's company, are well knovvn ; nor 
were the eminent qualifications of Sir Janies Gordon less highly appreciated 
hv those who sefved under hifk, Jt is fortunate for the BritislT hnvv, that 
these, and many such, grace its ranks; and I doubt not, that if wanted to 
defend tlieir country's rights and honour, they will be culled on, and ready 
to obey the summons : but, Sir, it is of infinite importance to the navy, and 
to the British empire, that as few' as possible of a different description 
should be admitted to command, by injudicious or too rapid promotion, 
before they have learned how. Interest and patronage* has always had 
great and almost unlimited scope, both in our navy and army ; yet it is 
inanlfesr, that inucli more time is necessary for a man to become an expe- 
rienced and able officer in llic navy, than in the army ; and theiefore it 
rcquiies no great penetration to discerrvthe fatal consequences of promoting 
young men of twenty to the rank of commander, or post captain, who may 
have interest cm/y to rccninmcnd them. If I am told, that our immortal 
Nelson w'as thus early advanced, T answer, that he was at sea constantly 
from a boy, and that his services gained hiin the envied prize; that at the 
age of eighteen, Captain Locker reckoned him the best seaman in the ship : 
where equal zeal, exertion, and ability prevail, let the merited promotion 
always follow. 

These observations, Sjr, I am aware, may not be equally relilhed, or 
acceptable to^ail : they are iievcrtheless^fouiided on incontrovertible facts; 
and if we look hack to the^ promotion of commanders, at the termination 
of the late war only, we shnll find an lyustration of them, althougl^ I hope 
in God, wc shall never again ^flfer defeat and mortification from the em- 
ployment of incompetent officers, or inadequately armed and manned 
ships. If, Sir, we look at the long list of commanders then mode, 'we 
shnll find two men of interest advanced for one man of real merit, long 
standing, or brilliant service# I admit, that many of the latter were 
included, yet such was unquestionably the proporrmn ; and although some 
of the gentlemen thus promoted from interest, arc no doubt good, zealous, 
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active oiFicers, yet if report speaks true, tliere are others, whose Hj^e, 
inexperience, ami incoinpetenry, ought to have been sufficieht bars to tlieir 
adi^aucement ; iiuleed it were much to be wished, both for ihe.sakeof the 
honour of the service and the good of the state, that mfirr sufficient reasons 
were required for advancing a naval officer, or giving him a ship, than tiiat 
Lord Somebody, or Mr. Nobody, who happcMied to have a vote in the 
House, reconuiieiided liiiii. Such, however, has been the ratio of promo- 
■r-tion for the last century, and I fear very much tlint sucli will coiuiruie to 
be the system piirsiced, in spite of aH that can be said. Nex’erthele.ss, it is 
the duty of Englishmen to point out its pernicious and injurious effects on 
the service ; these are, *1 believe, pretty generally known, althnngh I doubt 
very much whetiier they have been so deeply or so generally considered as 
circumstances imperiously rccjuire. We ought to consider iliut we have the 
pmhuhiWjf before us of being at no distant p(*riod called on to contend for 
the dominion of the mts^ witli these new pretenders to naval supremacy* 
the Americans; and when this day arrives, T tru<-t it will be the good for- 
tune of Britain to have ships and men adequate to begin the contest in 
earnest^ and to quickly end it, by the annihilation of tlieir fleets. 

1 think there can he few accustomed yo look “ at the signs of the times,^ 
who do nut' already perceive the clofid fiui her ing ; and I cannot believe our 
naval rulers will allow us to remain long unprepared fi>i' coming events, 
but speedily provide larger ships, and good and able officers and men will 
be lit their cull, w lien wanied. 


On Falmouth as a Puiket Station, 


MU. KIM I OR, Fehrudry lllh^ 181R. 

H aving noticed some of the interested arguments produced as rea- 
sons wiiy the packets employed in the Atlantic Ocean, should be 
removed from Falmouth to Fiyinoiiih, and 1 would trust, exposed their 
futility ; it is but justice to the interests of thu nation, timt authentic auii 
incoutroveriiblc facts be recorded in the Naval Ciikoniclk, to prove that 
she possesses a safe and commodious harbour near tiie western entrance of 
the En^ish Cliaimel, which has saved nuiuerous convoys from dispersion 
and deMruciion ; and enable J them to get into the ocean, when they could 
not from any other port to the eastward. Tiic mists of prejudice may one 
day dlspef^tc; — its opposition may one day cease ; — self-interest may one 
day be silenced; and the country allowed to reap the full benefit of a safe 
harbour, the most advantageous she possesses for communicating with the 
Allniitic, whether by single Ships, convoys, or squartioiis of ships of war. 
The following appeared in the Conizcall Gazettv about the times men- 
tioned. 
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A^Bkitif^HieWedthert miih a Statement of OcciirrenceBl^h^iKfkptirce 
during' the detention {i/y fmkl tolnde) of his Majesty's ship Warrior^ 

' Mettr^adthiral "Douglas^ and others^ with a large Convoy for the West 
Indies^ 4'C- at Falmouth^ between the 4tfl day of March, and the 3d^ay 
tf April, 1814. 

Batiirday, 4th March, wind S.S.W.-— This day strong breezes and thick 
cloudy weather : arrived his Majesty’s ships Warrior, LifTy, Cephalns, and * 
Badger, with 190 sail of ships for thetWest 'Indies. His Majesty’s ships 
Phoenix^ Towey, ahd Nautilus, with a convoy of 65 sail, fur Portugal and 
the Mediterranean, and anchored alHn safety in the Roads. 

Sunday, 5th, wind W.S.W. — Thb daj light breezes, and thick cloudy 
weather, with a swell in from sea ; several of the ships shifting their 
berths. * 

Mondayi 6th, wind S.— This day fresh breezes and thick cloudy wea- 
ther ; fleet ride in safety, and clear of each other. 

Tuesday, 7th^ wind S.W. — This day strong gales and squally, but clear; 
fleet riding safe. 

Wednesday, 8th, wind W.N.W.— This day fresh breezes and clear, fleet 
riding well. * ^ 

Thursday, 9th, wind W. — ^This day fresh breezes and clear, fleet as 
before.* 

Friday, 10th, wind N.W. — ^This day fresh breezes and squally, with 
rain ; the fleet riding in petfcct safety, nor has an acciddbt of any nature 
yet occun^d. 

Saturday, 11th, wind N.W.— This day strong breezes abd heavy squally 
weather ; men of war struck lower yards and topmast; fleet ride well. 

Sunday, 12th, wind W.N.W.— This day hard and tremendous gales, 
with heavy squalls, and rain ; ships ride easy, and perfectly secuic. 

Monday, 13th, wind N.W.— -This day strong breezes, and squally; fleet 
ride in complete security. 

Tuesday, 14th, wind W.S.W.-— This day fresh gales and squally, with 
rain ; fleet in perfect safety, making, with fresh arrivals, about 350 sail in 
Cnrrick Roads. 

Wednesday, 15th, wind W.S.W. — ^This day fresh gales and squally, with 
rain ; fl( ec in perfect safety, some shifting berths. 

Tliursday, 16th, wind S.W.— This day light breezes and fine weather; 
fleet in general employed, righting their anchors, &c. r no .accident. * ' 
Friday, 17th, wind S.W. — ^This day iiu)derate weather, bill cloudy, and 
changeable, l^well in from Uie southward. * 

Saturday, 18th, wind N.W. — ^Tbis day moderate breezes, micj dear 
weatlier ; ships continue to ride in safety, and clear of each other. 

Sunday, 19th, wind N.W. — This day nioderhte breezes, and clear wea- 
ther ; fleet remain still in safety ; the number increases by several arrivals 
from the eastward, making in all nenr 270 sail. 

Monday, 20th, wind S.S.F.,— Tlii> day Jiglit breezes, and thick hazy 
^veatber, with rain; fleet liriing well. 

Idati. Vol. XXXIX. 3 \ 
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. wiaj 8.W.— Tbis day fresb galei and thick cloudy ipe»< 

diiit daet riding in perfect safety. 

^ V, Wadoesdayi Ufd| wind S.S.'W.— 'This day light breesesi and thick [||»y 
V wtetber^ with rain ; fleet continues to ride in safety. 

Ibursday, flfld, wind N.W.— This day light hrceses and clear ; fleet as 
before. 

‘friday, S4th, wind N.^.— Tikis day light breezes and fine weather, fleet 
y« as before. 

Saturday, OSthy wind Wf^Thiaiday strong gales, and heary squalisf. 
with hail, fleet ride in perfect safety, men of war striking topmasts. 

Sunday, SGth, winA S.W.-rThi8 day strong gales, and thick cloudy wea* 
thUr, with rain, fleet continues without accident ; serend fast Indiameo 
arrived, under convoy of his Majesty’s ship Thais. 

Monday, 27rh, wind S.^V.— This day heavy* gales, and squally, with 
4 Nun ; fleet riding in safety, now increased to near 280. * 

Tuesday, 28Ui, wind N.W.— This day fresh gales, and clear weather; 
flfset ride in perfect safety. 

"Wednesday, 29th, wind W.— This day fresh breeze*), and changeable 
sveatber ; fleet stUl>^oored in eafety, and riding well. 

Thursday, 30tb, wind W.S.W.«-»Tbis daly light breezes and line weathci ; 
preparing for sea. * 

Friday, Slst, wind from S. to S.E. — This day moderate breezes and 
doady, inclined to rain ; fleet employed in preparing for sea. 
i Saturday, April 1st, wind £•— *This day light breezes and clear; sailed, 
bis Majesty'j ship Thais, with convoy for the East Indies, and bis Majes* 
^’s ships Phosnix and Badger, with convoy for Portugal and the Mediterra- 
nean, in all about 65 sail. 

Sunday, 2d, wind &W.—Tlus day light breezes and cloudy; the wind 
shifts again to S.W. : his Majest/s ship Warrior and convoy remain as 
before* 

Jlfonday, Sd, wind N.N.E.— This day moderate and fine weather; re- 
MWldorof the fleet got under weigh, about 200 sail, per signal, and at 
Ibrao P.M. was clear of the Manacles, after having remained iq Garrick 
Bonds 31 days, during which time it blew at iiitcrVeJs. Severely, without 
P9B}doDt, or any other occurrence that bears that d»racter. The winds 
^pripg this time have been principally from W.S.W, and as the ships werr 
ihehjji^ipd,, (he/ rode perfectly secure. Ibis is another and corroborative 
instance of the importance and safety of Falmouth harbour, particularly iu 
fbe win^r months for ships and fleets bound to the westwa^. Its outlet 
tfl the Western Ocean has often been pointed out as one* of its greatest 
ndvantages ; and did iv require fiesh proof of its facility in that respect, 
Ab Vflry would amply aflord h ; for the day after they sailed the wind 
Aiftnd toN-W* and had ^y started from* any other port in the Channel, 
Ihej auut undoubtedly hate been obliged to put back; for frompooue" 
port in the (Jlliannel, except Falmouth, could they have weathered (Jsliaftt 
with that wind. The putting back of fleets, if caught with the wind at N.W. 
d^ben to Ae eastward of Plymouth, is not* only frequent, but inevitable ; 
^whereas tliere is no instance on record of that alternative having taken 
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plaw undpr t!mt circumstance, of a fleet having once started from Fal- 
moiith bdvjng t^re up again for the anchorage. This, eolliftin^llf #ttll'its 
well known security for a fleet, however large it may be, randeiFi Faltnoatb» 
wiihoiit any degree of controversy, of all ports in the Biirish CNkHUiiel, thf 
safest and tlie best, at all times easy of access ; and not oul) coiiimodiou|lljy 
but eligibly situated for readily getting to sea. 


{Signed) 


Agent and Surveyor to Xioyd'a* 


A iHarp ^ tlm Windif and general State qf\he Weather ; tdgtiher with a 
Statement ^ Occarencei which took pta* e at Fuimouth durmg the step 
the Weet India Fieet^ of' 260 Sailj and upwariUf under eonvog of hii 
Majesty*! Ships Swiflsute^ Araxes^ Redwings and Conway^ having put 
into that Fort with a contrary Wind on the and remained ah Anchor 
till the *lbth December, 1314. 

Thursday, 8ch, wind S.S.W. — This day strong gales, with rain, the 
^^eatber thick and cloudy: arfived U.M.S. Swiftsure, 74, Cdliway, S4, 
Hcdwiiig, 14, with 80 sail of merchant ships of the convoy '^destined tofUka 
West Indies, who, together with the other part of this fleet, CDasisting of 
more than 260 ships, having got out as far to westward as Scilly, were, in 
roiisequencc of had weather, obliged to bear up for aa ancluirage, the 
rihove portion of the fleet reached Falmouth in safety, and anclioied m 
Carrick Rokds without ancidenr. * 

Friday, 9th, wind S.VV,— Tins day, with the whole of lust night, it blew 
a continued and heavy gale, wiih thirk ghminy weather, till 10 A.M. : 
several ships were seen oif the Manacles, making for this port ; the pilots 
from St. Mawes, with an activity highly creditable to them, and though ^he 
sea was very high outside the harbour, succeeded in boarding thcfit, and 
in the afternoon li. M.S. Arases, with IIG sail of vessels, were anefaoMd 
in Carrick Roads, and other anchorages, independent of tliose whudi 
arrived yesterday, without the slightest accident whatever. And tioiwiih- 
standing the appearance of being crowded in the Road, tiiere was sufficteUt 
room for 50 or 60 sail more, besides more room in St. Just Pool, asafls 
and eligible anchorage, where, from the shelter it possesses, ships ait not 
liable ever to receive tha slightest injury in any weather. 

Saturday, JOth, wind S. S.\V. — All tbefie 24 hours strong gales, with 
rain, the wind having blow^n hard from S.S.W. for several (luys,ithere was 
consequently a high sea: several of thp outward ships shifted their berths, 
and anchored further to the wg^iward, and three or four other ships of the 
convoy Joined the fleet al^u, with equal safci/us those before' armed. 

Sunday, llih, wind S.S.\V, S.W. and VV.S.W.— This day continues 
boisterous and squally, the sea outside and between ttic Ca&tle'very high ; 
the fleet appear to ride hcavy^ but without danger ; none have drove, nor 
h#s any accideut ocoavedt 
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wio{J $»W.«»Thefle ^ liours the weather somietfiihg 
a^c moderate ; laveral of the oatward ships moved hig!icr up the bar- 
boa r» and found some difficulty to weigh their anchors, iWmi the soperior 
^ quality of the ground : im casujdty to the ships. 

Tuesday, ISth, wind S. to W.S.W. — ^The drst part of this day moderate 
and cloudy; latter part strong gales jind squally ; the stn high from the 
SQU^ward. which caused the outside ships to roll heavy^ hut without appre- 
hension of danger : no accident has yet happened. 

Wednesday, wind S. S«W.-r-This day throughout continues 

boisterous weathers the fleet ride in safety. ^ 

Thursday, ]5tli, wind W.S4W.— -First part more moderate; towards 
jip^tthe wind having shifted to tlie west and W.S.W. and Mow a severe 
galoi the ship Kingston having anchoi ed on the edge of Falmouth bank, 
drove into deep water, and falling on board the Fiizabetb, Captain Radley, 
carried away lier bowsprit, head, and foremast ; and the ship John, from 
the same cause, fell on board ILM.S. Araxes, whose crew cut away the 
merchantman’s mizen-mast ; the rest of the fleet ride well, aitd in safety# 

Friday, 16th, wind W.—The gale from the westward continues with 
‘ unabated violence ; at four the brig John, Roberts, parted from her 
anchor, A*^d driving on shof«' in Mavve’s Creek, was stranded: this 
vessel had anchored much too far KO the eastward at first, being not more 
tbfui liuif a cable’s length from ilie shore, and had when she parted not 
more than 40 fathoms of cable out^ In this stale she had rode out the 
gale, whilst froru the southword, well ; but its sudden shift to tiie west, 
by which she tailed near the laud, prevented her veering cable ; site 
has, iKiwever, been got off tiic rock, and is capable of being repaired e no 
other accident bus happened. 

Saturday, 17ih, wind S.S.W,— The wind this day backed to the S.W. 
yet the ships appear to ride easy, having now their relative situation as 
when anchui'cd at fiist. Tiie weather coniinucs very uopruinising, its 
appearance indicating the continuance of the storm : several of the ships 
moved into Strandgate channel (where there is safe anchorage for a con- 
siderable nunibcr), and rode out the gale with case and^pj^/cct safety, many 
of them having had only 30 or 40 fatlioiiis of cable djt)|^|^ the remainder of 
their slay heie. 

Sunday, 18ih, wind S.W. — This day continues stormy weather; the 
weather peculiarly thick and gloomy : fleet all well. 

Monday, 19ih, wind S.W.— These '24 hours something more moderate; 
the weather continues ha/.y : ships ride well,'dbmplctely clear of each 
other, ai^d in perfect safety. 

Tuesday, 20th, wind variable. — ^This day the weather is moderate, and 
wihd diRiigeahle, iiidicating a clmiige totally. Ships repairing the damages 
susuiined lately, and preparing for sen. 

Wednesday, 21st, wind S.— 7'hese 24 hours fresh gales nndeloudy ; 
sea high fro,in the southward ; latter part heavy rain, with squalls : ships 111 
safety. >* ^ ' 

Thursday, 92d, wind S.S.F.. and S.S.W.— Heavy gales, and dark chmdy 
weathcri and rain : at day-light a brig was discovered at ancluir between 
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Pebdennis Poiut and llelford Harbotrr, close to tEe shore*, ‘ At eleven she 
tnnde signals of distress ; the pilots from St, MaSves went off and took but 
her crew ; she proved to he the Neptune, Fildes, flrom London for Liver- 
pool, io ballast ; at S P.M. in a heavy sqi^ll, the wind shifted suddenljTto 

5.5. W. when the master returned to his vessel, taking with him people 
from the shore, and having succeeded in weighing his anchor, brougiit her 
in safety to St. Mawes, having only lost one anchor and cable. Notwith- 
standing she sudden shifts of the wind, the fleet continues in safety in Car-,t 
rick Roads, and different anchorages, without feajf or apprehension. 
N.B. This day H%M.S. Hope, with seve<^al sail from Plymouth, arrived Co 
join convoy ; upwards of 250 sail In the Roads. • 

Friday, 9Sd, wind S.S.R— The vvind this day blowing nearly a gale from 

5.5. E. ; the weather unfavourable : no accidents with the fleet, which rides 
well, and perfectly easy*. 

Saturday, 24th, wind S.£. by E.— This day the weather moderate ; the 
commodore making signals to prepare for sea, and for all to repair on board 
their respective ships. 

Sunday, 25th, wind E.N.E. — ^Tbis day moderate weather, and clear : 
i\l day-light signal was made to weigh : at 3 P.M. the whole fleet cigar of the 
harbour, without the smallest^accident. * * 


Fro|n the foregoing diary, the importance of Falmouth harbour in a na- 
tional point of view must be obvious to every experienced seaman. A fleet 
of nearly 300 sail entered the port in thick and blowing weather, where 
^hey rode out in safety one of the longest and severest gales ou record, tfte 
wind blowing incessantly from those points which peeuliarly affect the 
roadstead. No accident occurred during their* stay, which reasonable 
precaution might not have prevented ; and in the short space of six hours, 
the whole fleet was clear of the harbour and Manacles. 


It is propes to add, that the buoys which were laid down to mark the 
channel, were all removed during the last summer ; yet even this disad- 
vantage is an additional proof of the facility of approach, and national im- 
portance of Falin4giih Harbour. 




Dated 6th Janue^' 1315. (Signed) 


J, 


Agent and Surveyor to Lloyd’s. 


Hinti of^ Suited s far Correspondent u • 

RR. EDiToa, • • ISlh Marckf 

I HAVE read with much plaasure the interesting details of active se*vu'e 
carried on by different ships in the Mediterranean, during the late 
war, furnished by your valuable Correspondent Theisaljff, whose pen, I 
hope, will long be employed in the service of the Naval Chronicle, and hi^ 
example followed by other ofltcers, who have now leisure to employ them- 
selves in recording meritorious services, and brilliant actions. Allow me 
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to coll tboir ntteuiion to*the following topiS iu particular f ha Caiettf 
aco<Aint of actions, we know from experience, are frequeutljtvery brief and 
barren; is it not therefore very desirable, that officers who have bfen in 
actions, of which we have such imperfect accounts, should furnish u/m 
mincte and particular details ^ ^ ^ 

An engagement is often terminated by some fortunate nianosuvre of a 
shipiaas many officers of the navy can testify ; would not esamples of dris 
kind be estremely useful ; and could not many of yoor Correspoi^ents fur* 
*nish you with thei^ from personal eiperience? As an esampTe, 1 refer 
you to an account of the preservation of the Magnificent, of 74 gun8,*by 
the uncommon exertioq and superior 8eaInal)^Ilip of Captain Ha^es, when 
at anchor off the Black iiocks/ recoidcd in one of the late Volumes of the 
Chronicle. . ^ ^ 

Merit in a subordinate station is seldom rewarded with public encomi- 
ums; but is it not to be wished, that iustauces of merit, in whatever star 
lion, should be handed down to posterity, and does not the British navy 
■bound in such instances. From tbi, manner in which naval enterprises 
have been conducted, may noypudl be learned, and many valuable lives 
Saved in future. By g^hig: Hitp^he detail of boat enterprises, and 

the wliol^ pf that speciui'irf rou/; de main, might nOt 

much be taught to juftior those who have been concerned in 

such attacks ? Ships meetii^s wtdi violent storms at sea, are sometimes 
preserved from foundering, by very uncommon and singular expedients; 
might not accoui^ts of these prove lii^ldy valuable aud serviceiible on future 
occasions. Are not all biographical Anecdotes of deceased naval officers 
highly interesting to naval readers— I might say to general readers ? Anti 
are not such records of .the meritorious services of those who liave fallen in 
defence of their King and Country, due to the memories of those bravf 
warriors? These hiuts may, 1 trust, prove useful, and not entirely un- 
worthy the nonce of your correspondents and readers, whom I must how- 
ever leiiiiud farther, d they are disposed to pursue my ideas, that accuracy 
I' most likely to be attained by desciibiiig events while they are recent; 
the lapse of a few years makes great inroads on the memory, aud the cir- 
riiinstancdb v^hicb formed the chief meric of an action pr enterprise, are 
soon fOfgotteii ; by committing these to the guardian pages of your highly 
interesting Chiouiele, officers will, in the down-hill of Jile, review with 
(dea^ure and gratification the scenes wjjich faithleM menioiy would then 
ifcord far less distinctly, and with far less minuteness. 1 know of no way 
in winch our half- pay officers can more pleasingly or usefully beguile sonne 
of tbeir vacant hours, than by devoting them to such epiploymeiits ; and I 
trust tome of them will soon send you niateriab in the style of 2%esso/^, 
wrklom I beg leave to hold up as ai> cilclleni example of what I here re* 
I’oiunieiid, being salisfitd that oiuny, iiko myself, have read bis coniiuu- 
uicatiuns wiiii intinite pleasure. 
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OUervatmt^by a Ifaval Officer in a Cruise up th MeJiterraMun. 


ifR. eoiTdB, March 9th^ 1818. 



^eartb of iiavai oewS| tliey are much at your service. 


« 




After pasting the Dardanelles, I arrived, on the lOtb of April, 1807, 
Messini^ in Sicily ; from hence JEtnu is perceivable in all its splendour ; 
the summit of this wonderful phenomenon of nature is 14^000 feet from its 
base, and the circumference of its base is said to be 180 pules. The town 
of Catania, which has sdfiered at various periods from the Java, is 30 miles 
from the mouth of the crater; there has not been an irruption since 1787| 
but the people residing in the neighlioj^c^ are in constant apprehensioiv 
particularly when .Stromboli is at al^^^^^sed, (this mount is to, the wesu 
ward of Sicily) : the top is coveH|||^itp Mmal snows, especially on the 
north side. 1 remained but a ver/^s|k^|^pu^% quitting it for Naples | 
here I saw part of the ruins t>f of ancient Caow 

pania, which was inundated (if I may^ et^lsss myself) by the lara from 
Vesuvkis in 79, when Pliny the elder lost his life. Near this place stood 
Pompeii, which was destroyed by earthquake during Nero’s reign. 
Vesuvius is obout 3,700 feet above the level of the sea, flom the qrater^of 
which smoke of a sulphureous smefl is continually issuing. N.E. of 
vius is NoIr, where Augustus died. Nesr Naples, is the Aland of Capri, * 
from which you have a delightful view of the Bay of Naples ; it is fainout 
for having been one of the retreats of the hateful Tiberius. Tacitus, in 
the 4ch Book of hU Annals, and in the Supplement to the 5th Book, givea 
an enlarged account of the cyraiu’s conduct during his stay there; there are 
numberless curiosities here, as well as iu Sicily, but from my short stay, 
and limited knowledge of the language, I was unable to satisfy myself in n 
number of points. I embarked bn board a Corsican relucc||baund to 
Civita Vecchia, at which place 1 arrived on the 6th of May : from hence I 
went up the Tiber to Rome ; this river is very narrow at the entrance, 
with a bar running across the motiih, which renders it inaccessible to 
large vessels ; it widens coiisideraldy some distance up, in short, it is the 
finest river in Italy. Home, of which 1 am now to write, is situated about 
18 miles op this river ; it will be out of ,my power to describe tills caultal 
of the once greatest empir^ on e.artl), within the compass of a*lettel*: i 
•hall briefly therefore toucli upon leading points, llome is now faiped^ 
|>eing tlie centre of an ecclesiastical tyranny, which has long held the 
greater part of the world in subjection : the Vatican, the winter residence 
of Uie bead of the papal church, is the largest heap of buildings known ; it 
is said to contain 10,U00 rooms, and has 240 stairci^s ; this astonishing 
pile wes begun in the 5th cenUiry, and successive Pttpes have hirrensed it 

• Fur view of, see N.C. vol. iw, p. 40y. 
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to its present miHS'^itude : diat tl^ library is the richest in the world, irr 
printSi books, and maoascripts, I believe is universally allowed ; aroongsC 
other i4re worlf^ here, 1 am told^ is deposited our Henry the Sih's defence 
of the seven sacraments, against Martin Luther's exceptions, whicl^ so 
]Aeai)ed the Pope, that he .besfowed upon him the appellation which Our 
&ve^ign now bears, of Fidei Defensor. On approaching Rome, the first 
public edifice which meets the eye is St. Peter^ of which our St. Paul's is 
ft ininiature copy ; it is said this church is built on the spot where once was 
' Nero's Circus, an^jrhich had been stained with the blood of thousands of 
)iis fellow*creature$. The first appearance of this church is beyond con* 
ception grand : the arep is surrounded by nearly 300 columns, in the centre 
of which stands an obelisk, of'grttnite, 80 feet high, placed here by the 
command of Caligula : it would fill a volume to describe the beauties and 
curiosities of this superb building ; the lantern in jhe centre of the dome 
is 350 feet above the pavement ; round the cupola, are written, in gold 
letters, the annexed passage from the gospel of Sc. Matthew, chap. xvi. 
verM 18, *** Tu es Petrus, et su^ hanc Petram, sedificabo ecclesiani 
meam, et Tibi Dabo clases Regni ccBloruin.'^^The summit of this stupen- 
dous building is about 420 feet in height : from the upper gallery the houses 
of 6ome appear as tombs in a cbjardHyard, Jn point of sizc» You have an 
excellent view of the Meditemneag pn one side, and the barren plains of 
Campagoia on the other : history records that it was 300 years in building. 
The Pantheon, or l^otunda, stands next in point of grandeur ; the ihterior 
of the dome is 150 feet in height, and 150 feet in diameter : the walls arc 
SO.feet thick : the window, on opening to admit light, is at the top, and is 
30 feet ill diameter ; it was built for a Temple, and dedicated to the Gods 
by Agrippa, after the battle of Actium, A. U. C. 723 ; it is now used as a 
church. St. Paufs Is a noble building ; it stands without the walls of t!ic 
city, upon the banks of the Tiber: the remains of St. Paul are said to be 
deposited under the high altar ; others say that the church was built over 
his grave. 

The Amphitheatre, or Coliseum of Vespasian, next attracts the atten- 
tion of the curious ; this place was cons#ucred so as to be capable of con* 
taining »«#» fur 86,000 persons (there are four rows), and 20,000 more 
might find standing room ; it is an oblong, 580 feet by 480 (including die 
^rena, in the centre of which is placed a cross) and 160 feet high; it is now 
in a most ruinous state ; as are also the Temples of Jupiter, Antoninusi and 
Faustina, Romulus and Remns, tlie Sun and Moon, with many others : the 
sue of the Romap Forum, once so famed* is now^ miserable degradation ! 
a Cfiw-field. The Temple of Concord, where Cicero onc^ charmed the 
apr, lulled, the passion^ and fascinated the seqses, by the strength of his 
a^gumant* the choice of his language, and the happy combination of invcii- 
tioHi disposition, and pronunciation, is aisp in ruins. In a similar state, 
uem;;. tills place, is the Capitol, from whence the Vaterii, Fabii, and 
Scipios, once gave )aw5. To the westward of the town is the Tarpeian 
l^cb^.io cailedy^iroiD ihe Virgin Turpeia, who was burnt ujion it, for 
hi^raxing, jiome to the Sabines : from this Rock, by the ancient laws of 
tiie 12 Tables, persons found guilty of ccilain crime j were precipitated; 
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tfid'^in thti rock ih^ tjrfect of mtiquity,^ Nero, WM to b|^ oipiatod afl 
hbcrfiiies, buttlie choseln^a most pasHlaninioia maonet^ to bo to ^a' 
oieoultoor. For ao occoant of this tranaactiooi oto Tactoiap ap^Mia to 
book l«th of the Annals. ^ ' ' " , ‘ 

M^n the spot where once stood the prison in which St. Peter and Pam 
srere iiicaroerated by Nero, stands a small^ chapel, in dbdmiemoration of. 
thetr unmerited punishment. Near Rome are alip the^oatacombs, whi^ I 
v^as told ^n sereral miles under ground in a windMidirection, but I . 
believe the distance is greatly exaggerated. Of tlie m|fhers and Oustotoi 
of the Italians, much has bem said, both by anclenta and moderns^ there* 
fore I need not intrude my opinions, which generaity speaking would not 
be much in their favour, altimugh Il^onfem,* that I always received mery 
attention and kindness from all classes * 

On the 14tli of May I sailed from Civita*Vecchia, and arrived at OibralUir 
on the 2l8t: this important place has been so often, and so well described 
by those better able to do justice to it tlian I am, that it woult^ppear pro* 
sumptuous to attempt it, I shall ther^ore briefly say, that it m, properly 
speaking, a peninsula of Spain, and‘ tsras mdtad by the ancients a pillar of 
Hercules, as Mount Atlas opposite oO tho Bnrba|y sliore was another s it k 
an immense rock, about two miles long fitim uOrft tti^uth, andsabout one 
mile across from east to west, and tSGOi/eetebiiive the level of the stia ; on 
the summit is a battery, signal post, &e. A Frenchman has said, ** it ii 
not of the least use to England, but they imagine thei^ honour concerned 
in the preservation of it, in spite of natnre, which seems tp have allotted it 
to the Sovereign of the Peninsula, of which it forms a part ; they (fhe 
English) spare no pains to fortify, to retain, and to dcfeid it. Spain, on 
titc other hand, has no motive but vanity in attempting to recover it, and 
t» ihis plianiom, under a monarch spafing of the blood and treasure of hii ' 
subjects, did she, during the space of four years, sacrifice immense sums, 
the most hopeful plans of more distant expeditions, and even the national 

This was most true, and will be a lasting monument of fame to the 
memory of General Elliot ; it' is bitieved that the block ships alone„ which 
were brought against the fortress, cost the Spanish monarch fiifc millions 
and a half of liircs. The celebrated Moreno commanded in chief, seconded 
by the Prince of Nassau : the whole plan of attack was arranged under the 
famous engineer, D’Arcoii ; but all their efforts were unavailing, for one 
short day crushed their presumptuous hopes of annexing this Rock to the 
Spanish dominions. Ic^ importance to Great Britain, in despite of the ‘ 
Frcricliinaii’s assertion', which ( have jus! quoted, is very mat;i(bst : >ihe 
Buy is capacious, and the Mole most useful ; they are plentifully supplii^ 
with Ash. The Barbary powers afe iKpt Vunder subjection at a tri^j^ 
comparative expense, as it pi%v6nts in some measure the ngeessiQ^.^f 
keeping up large squath'ons to protect our' trade against the piratical di^* 

V sitidh ^6f the petty states on the souttiern shores ; as a navfil dfp6t algna^ic 
is invaluable ; from it we can mark the movement al^€yef^esi^ 
the Streights : as across the Genta (Mount Abyla) the distaova ia net 

fiat. Y oi. XXXIX. 3 a 
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more than 15 miles, so tliat no vessel can pass in the day-time nndisco- 
eefed^ The fortifications of Gibraltar - are perhaps the 'Strongest in the 
world, not ea^oepting Malta, particttlarly Im the north side, opposite the 
Spanish lines : battery surmoupts battery from the base to the wminit ; 
tbe*east sida is insurmountable, being nearly a perpendicular. The gafri- 
son dufing war consists of 4000 men ; the inhabitants fluctuate from 
3 to 4000, of all nations and habits ; it b said that there are not less than 
2000 pieces of cannon mounted on this little Rock, which is certainly the 
pride of Great Britain, and an object of envy to Spain. I shall here 
release you from the task 1 have imposed upon you, by confinine your 
attention to this unlclf^ered string of reflections and observations. I take 
no merit to myself fpr them, for as they occurred to iny uiuiiiored mind 1 
wrote them down ; so with all the'Ir faulis, I confide them to your care. 


TO THE RIGHT HON, LOUD MELVILI.E. 

MY LOUD, ^ ^ Sd Jpril, 1818. 

E very one who wishes well t^> bb country, and Is tlesirous of seeing it 
long continue glorious and icvfocible in arms, and the sovereign of the 
seas, must have been pleased lo hear it suited, during the short debates on 
the Naval Estitpntes, by a Lord of the Admiralty and its Secretary, that 
the British navy was at this moment in the most efiicient state, and that 
fleets could more speedily be prepared fit to cope with, and to conquer any 
opponent, than at llw commencement of any former war, J sincerely 
hope, my Lord, as war cannot be our present interest, tl>at wc sl.nll nut 
soon have occasion to resort to it; but at the same time wc know, that the 
sorest way to avoid it, is to be tveli prepared for it ; and therefore 1 was 
certainly glad to hear these statements made on the part of the Honourable 
Board c»ver which your Lordship presides. 

The activity and determination witHhvhich the American government are 
preparing a navy, that will speedily hecume fornlidabie, ought unques- 
tionably to arrest the attention of Englishmen, and to call forth comuieii- 
surate exertions on the pan of the British government ; it is perfectly under- 
stood that these relate to the preparing equal sized, armed, and manned 
ships, as the superiority of the Americans in these most important respects 
are so well known, ns to require only to be mentiDued to he fully understood. 
What provision has been allotted in the naval estimates of the present year, 
for building new ships of an enlarged description, I cannot say, as hitherto 
I hawp had no opportunity of Aeing any detailed statement of them, but 
from Sir Gcoi^e Warrender’s and Mr, G’’oker’s observations, I trust they 
ere in some degree. adequate to the object. I have indeed heard that your 
-Lordship, after seeing the Franklin, had immediately ordered twelve sail of 
• the line of similar construction to he laid down ; hut some are of opinion, 
the order only was given to prepare that number of old ships for carrying 
an addilional number of gunSf wheo wanted for service. I trust, however, 
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my Lord, tliat both these accounts are correct, and that active and ener* 
luetic measures (we already taken to prepare tiie British navy for austHiiiiug 
wonted glorious superiority : thf^waiit of better armed, and more pow- 
erful sliips, isr universally expressed Uirougliout the nuvy, and 1 was indeed 
surprised to see no notice whatever taken of \hi8 during tlie debates uii she 
naval estimates : tliis circumstance, however, leads me to hope, that the 
necessary and proper steps have been already taken, to rpmove all cau^ of 
anxiety and complaint on this head. « 

The Hon. Secretary of the ildmiraity likewise took great merit to him- 
self (but of this 1 would most willingly gi\u your Lordship and the Board 
your full share) for the many and great iinproveinenSs introduced into the 
naval service during your adnunistratson ; tife continued efforts ot your 
Lordship and the Board are well entitled* to the applause of the ^country, 
and the gratitude of the npvy, and I trust (vill be persevered in with uiidi* 
ininished vigour, and produce effects which will be found to be of the hap* 
piest kind, when war again ensues. 1 am now anxious to pay a well-merit- 
ed tribute of respect to the useful services of the two naval lords laftily retired 
from tile Board : the character and merit of Sir George liope are so well 
known, as to require no panegyric ; and I know he carries with him into 
retirement the good wishes of lii^ countrymen, and move particiilqfly of his 
professional brethren. Allow me also ip congratulate your Lordship op 
having appointed to your assistance, in their places, two* naval oiticers of 
the most distinguished talents and professional reputation, who, i am hope- 
ful, %vill, by their experience and professional information, be ablv, as 1 
am confident they will he willing, to promote and advance still farther tlie 
best interests of the navy. 1 think it is particularly fortpiiate that both 
these odicers held high and responsible commands an the American coast 
during the late contest, and that no officers in tiie service perhaps are more 
capable of judging fully and correctly of the proper steps to be taken, in 
order to keep our navy in a fully efficient state, to meet whatever events 
may he before us. Able naval advisers at your Lordship’s Board are indis- 
pensable to lead to wise and prudent measures being adopted ; as, however 
zealous and anxious, your Lordsbip^niiot possibly possess that accurate 
and just information oA'all points, which can alone guide with certainty to 
the adoption of them. 

Hoping that your Lordship's administration will continue to be 
distinguished by wisdom, firmness, and vigour, 

I am, 

Your LordsbiiTs obedient humble Servqpt, 


(DceatiM. 


Sir George Cock burn and fiir Heury Uothaio. 
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r ' is ver^ long since we heard of « MkeA froea the Royal Dock-yank 
Can any of your readers inform os if the scfeii new M’s building are 
oaehe plea and of the size oflthe American sliips of that class ; or if Ik it 
intended toiay down more ships of that descriplioni as vacancies odubnc* 
HetUoks we ought to begin to look about us. 




Cate Dlttr^ in a Naval Officer^ Famify. 

MR. isniTOB, April Bth, 1818 . 

I N a foriner communication relative to the situation of naval officers’ 
widows. I proposed to animadvert on some strong cases that bad fallen 
under my tSiservation. Agreeably to such intimation, I will now state a 
few facts, that will need no other illustration than such as the sympathy of 
a benevolent mind will immediately feel. 

During the autumn of the iast year, l^was making n tour through the 
western part of England. At th^eitremity of a small village my carriage 
met an accident, which obliged me to stop. At the instant o cottage door 
was opened, and assistance prolfofed to me, in the kindest manner, by a 
young man, whose accent and appearance was not that of a rustic. 
Whilst tlie vehicle was repairing, 1 accepted this invitation ; and on 
entering the abode, so hospitably opened for my accommodation, 1 ob« 
served the faded vestiges of furniture that had once displayed the smiles of 
fortune ; but whose antique form and crazy texture, were now consistent 
with the appearance of two female inhabitants, whom the young man 
addressed as his aunts. The manner of those persons was altogetlier 
beyond the vulgar ; and I could not resist that interest which is apt to 
create a degree of inquisitiveness. The senior female proceeded to answer 
sny inquiries,. by acquainting me, tlmtllier father (whom she named) Imd 
b^n an active and zealous officer in the royal na^ for a period of 6fty 
years : and tliat during the revolt of the American colonicB, he had been 
wrecked on the enemy’s coast, and from the cruel treatment the Americans 
then shewed towards English prisoners, added to subsequent circumstances, 
his constitution became so injured, that he died within two years after bis 
liberation. Being far advanced in years, and a warrant officer, he 
for superannuation: but sq illiberal was the naval administration at tliat 
period, that |uch an ipdulgefrce was refused tq this woni-out veteran, unless 
he cctfild pre&eot himself to the R|ard,of Admiralty. In the mean time the 
ship (inordinary) to which he had been, appointed on his arrival from 
America, was broken up, and fur the space of eleven months, that poor 
old officer was sending up petitions and certificates, without obtaining his 
superannuation. It was at length granted : but, alas ! only dated from the 
^ day of issue, consequently during those months in which lie had obtained 
credit for the subsistence of his family, he bad accumulated a debt, which 
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either the cruel regulation of the Boatdf or the diieaDei 7 of office derkip 
disabled him from repaying. A Woken heart finish^ bli career^ and the 
xftpacil^ of creditors turned hisiH^ilj pennylesis into the etreets 1 Add 
who were his children, is the next question— 4or his wife had died during 
dits absence. Here the heart most indeed tib callous, that could pursuwthe 
sncmeeding anecdotes, and not conceire a similar degree of oompassion and 
sympathy to that which I endured at the recital. His faoiily consisted of 
three daughters, and two grand-children : the eldest an officer's widow, the 
next likewise the widow of a naval officer, and the third, uiifortunately, a 
cripple. The eldept did not long survive her father ; ftut the situation of 
the second was so peculiarly afflictive, that I never le^collect her story with- 
out experiencing a mixture of pity and comndshration for her, and of shame 
and contempt for those of my own sex, #vho having power aud^ influence, 
could exert neither for suffering fellow-creature. When yoOng, slie wM 
married to an officer of good family and connexions, wIm> immediately pinv 
cured for him the patronage of the commander-in-chief on’ tWWetft India 
station, and in a few weeks after his marriage he sailed with the full hope 
of speedy promotion. In a few mondis he died in the hospital at St. Lucie, 
on the instant that the desired promotion had been obtained ! liis wdow 
bad given birth to a female inf^t, and both were left destitute of all sup- 
port, except the casual bounty of relatives. For adhering to the regula- 
tions, a widow cannot be admitted on the pension list till married a full 
year, except her husband be killed, or drowned, in the service, then her 
pension is considerably increased. Acknowledging this rule to be correct, 
surely the, death produped by contagion, in a climate where few, if any, 
would serve from choice merely, should be considered su{Bciently merito- 
rious to entitle the widows of officers so cut oflT, to some remuneration for 
the loss so grievously sustained. At the death of the old officer, first men- 
tioned, few situations could be more distressing than that of this poor 
widow and her orphan child. Her husband's brother, also a naval officer, 
proposed to meet every expense incurred on account of the infant, and be 
kept hU word— till the West Indies also put a period to bis existence. She 
then Itad recourse to industry^adl kept a little school, till her daughter 
was grown up, and married to an officer in the navy ; when her state of 
health being very infirm, from tlie repeated visitations of affliction, both 
herself and her crippled sister were maintained by the liberality of her 
daughter's busband.*^ As if fate bad not poured a full cup of wretchedness 
into this poor womairs life, her son-in-law was also doomed to die of tlie 
^yellow fever, and she to*be separated from that daughter who was the sole 
object of her surviving affections. The* pension of one was no^ equal to 
the support of so many ; tlie daughter dutifully and generously appropriated 
one-half to the support of her mofher%id aunt, and had desperately re- 
moved into a more populou# neighbourhood, to endeavour to use such 
industrious and honourable exertions, as might enable her to contribute 
more fully to their support. 

Thus bad I the mortification to behold the daughters, sister, and widow 
of men who bad fought and Hied in the country's service, bereft of every 
provision, neglected by the government, disregarded by the rich, and 
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pining in poverty, withbut a hope this side Heaven. Petitions, I fearnt, 
htui been transmitted— -but tn/erei^ was wanting to give them effect: even 
the Naval Charitable Society bad declined ‘ relieving their distresses ; and 
during the whole course of their misfortunes, not one shilling had ever been 
granted tp tbem from any department of the navy. Who can read of the 
thousands lavished on places, pensions, and hpeculative ph>jects, and4or 
contrast it with the minor sum that, if annually bestowed, would have 
alleviated distress so poignant, and been no mure than an act of common 
justice. I should pot omit to add, that my hist hospitable interlocutor was 
a midshipman, then shipless; but he is now embarked^ and will, 1 trust, 
be more successful in the service fhaii his predecessors— more meritorious 
1 cannot add; for, on full inquiry,'! have been iDf'orined that all those 
officers, of whom I have spoken, 'were highly esiimable in hvery respect, 
and did honour to that country wliich refusi s to protect their helpless and 
hopeless female relatives from the biting blasts of penury. 

Should tli^btateineiit meet the notice of any liberal mind, who may feel 
a desire to assist age and inhrmiiy struggling with distress, I shall he most 
happy to give any further iiifortiiatiun ; and I doubt not. Mr. Editor, but 
you will accept any letter entrusted to your care on so interesting u sub- 
ject, as you know my address. In a fniiweicoiiimunicution. 1 will enlarge 
on the circumstances I have iiof.'- oumn unic ated so briefly, and shall 
include some observations on a fetter, rtlutiie to pensions, tlmt appears in 
the lust number of your work, signed An htier** 

t. 1 am, your very obedient servant. 



JR^marks on a Review qf ChappelPt Voyage to Hudson's Bay, 

MB.'* EDITOR, 

I B£0 leave to offer a few remarks on Article xi. Ko. 35, in the 
Quarterly Review, published in February 1838, on Lieutenant Chap- 
pePs Voyage to Hudson’s Bay in his Maje||y’s ship Rosamond. The per* 
tonal reviewer of the above article may, I think, be traced to the 
Admiralty; and, with respect to the " Voyage to Hudson’s Bay,’’ to re- 
verse his own quotation, but applied to the article xi. in the Quarterly 
Review, No 35, never was “ metal less attractive^” or more cruelly 
detractive. — The Reviewer observes, “ there is literally nothing worth 
communicating to the public at large ; nothing in’the slightest degree con|| 
nected wi;h professional subjlM||.’ — Yes, the opinion of ihcT Admiralty is 
such, I little doubt* fur iie emumunioates to thb public,” and the pro- 
fession,*” that the ignorance or iim^ntron of the Admiralty was such, that, 
when they sent the Rosanmiid on that service, they did not provide the ship 
with one article of protection or defence against the dangers of such a na- 
vigation ; ai)d that the King's sliip, on her arrival at ilie Orkneys, where 
she found the Trade she was to convoy, was obliged to borrow^ of the mer^ 
thuni vessels, ” ice anchors^^ and other ar\icle8, without which she could 
not have proceeded ou, or aaomplUhed the voyage, and protection of* the 
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Huditoii& Bav Trade, The Reviewer, incautiously, and with much bitter* 
ness, remarks, J* He might just as well have written his little Volume on 
a voyage to the South Seas, as l^idson^s Day/' which uaturally must calt 
forth the observation from those, who, itt tpite of the Admiralty ^ read 
Lieutenant Chappel's Narrative, that Meir‘*Lordship8 mi^ht much better 
httva^eent the Rosamond to the South’ Seas,** and after such a remark of the 
Admiralty Reviewer, we cannot be surprised at his Iturrying northward** 
or southward, in search of ** metal more attractive ** than Lieutenant 
Chappei’s Narrative. 1 am, Sir, your's, &c. 



Historical Account of the Rise of the British Navy to the Command of 

the Ocean, 

[Continued from vol. xxxviii. page 3B6.] 

Letter IIL 

MTV. editor, 

D uring the war in which Louis- le*Grand undertook, in 16T2, to 
crush the United Provinces, the putch naval fnrces^displayed them- 
selves with great err dir. The French fleet, of 36 ships, with 1,P26 guns, 
and 11,000 inen« joined itself to the English fleet, convsting of 65 sail, 
niouniing 4,09? guns, and manned by 23,530 seamen nnd marines. The 
allied fleets, consequently, amounted to 101 ships, 6,013 guns, and 44.530 
men. The Dutch, by themselves, opposed to these forces 91 ships ; nnd 
the next year (1673), they re-appeared with 75 ships of war, which toge- 
ther mounted 4,312 guns, nnd 00,000 men. 

After the accession of William of Orange to the throne of England, tlie 
Dutcli made common cause avith Great Britain. James II. who was 
obliged to cede the crown in 1088 to the Prince of Orange, had, from the 
very time of his being Duke of York, rendered great services to the navy of 
his country. When King, he futmed excellent regulations for the adminis- 
tration of the Admiralty, and augmented the forces from 113 to 173 sail, 

r einvented also a new system of signals. 

Louis XIV, was one of the most active and formidahle adversaries 6f 
the British maritime power. The Frei>ch ienrnt hotv to figlit regnlat 
battles by sea. .Inly 10th, 1690, JToi^ille being* stationed off Dieppe, 
with 62 ships, won a glorious victory over an Angio-n.-iCiivinn fleer, of 60 
ships. The vessels of these two powers dared not for a long time afteY 
appear on the seas. But the empire of the seas, which Louis imagined ho 
possessed, was soon wrested from him. Agreeable to the French 
monarches orders, Tourville, with only 44 sail, fought near the Hogue, on 
the 29th May, 1691, an action, with n combined English and Dutch fleet, 
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I^nsistms of 99 ships.*^ Netrly the whole fleet fell a victim oWsri^riii^ail 
^ip that pejriodf I/>uis XIV. whm continental wars ahsorbed his, tren- 
eures, wai no Ioniser in a state to flispute the dominion of the seas vtith bis 
heittlibours. . « 

For a long time the English* had nothing to fear from theSpaniardSi who 
towardii the close of the 16th century, had above 1,000 ships. Ever since 
ikfi reign of Philip II. their naval power liad bMii declining. If En^od, 
loined her forces to those of Holland, in order to prevent the union"* of 
Spain with Austria, ,il was solely fear that in the sequel the fnaritime 
power of these two states should rival hers, and re-establish an equality 
with Oreat Britain, a*hich sHe could not suflbr. Philip V. wished to re- 
establish the Spanish navy,^ encopraged several companies, whose 
object was to prevent the eontrabsuid trade of the Et^isb in the Spanish 
South American dominions : in fact, several guards costas took many 
smuggling vessels. Such was the origin of the war of 1739. Admiral Ver- 
non took Monte-Bello, but was not so fortunate at Carthagena, where he 
lost many lives, especially a great number of young noblemen, who went 
tliere as on u triumphal espedition. lie raised the siege e7th April, 1741. 
Commodore Anson, who, in four years, from 1737 to 1741, made the voy- 
a|e ofl^^ world, captured many vessels fi^m tlie Spaniards. 

jjElngland and Holland, in order to balance the French power on the con- 
tinent, assisted Maria-Thereaa In her war with France, after the jleathof 
hfir father, Charles VL France and Spain were attacked by England and 
^IpUand* For piue'months the Spanish fleet had been blockaded in Toulon 
by the English. February 9th, 1744, united with the French squadron, 
it, put to sea, hut was soon obliged to put back. The English had so 
much the advantage, shat the French^ 0^ the end of the war, had only one 
ship fit for service. In the courw of the seven years' war, the superiority 
of the English was equally decided. They took from* the French^ nearly 
all their colonles^^ and the Spaniards did not even dare to venture in the 
Bay oi^ Biscay. ^ 

It is principplly to this preponderance Uiai the Englisfi owe the extent of 
their coiqmera^e number qfgubd $eatneii,iand the abundant sources of their 
'j^yanues. It is wost a century that they ha% e been masters of the whole Por- 
ilpguese tomi^erce. Tli^y procured' by lVIctliueh*s treaty the exemption of 
their goods ^rbm dutii^ (which were imported intp Portugal), and the free 
passage of their weekly packets, which ^ail for ^brtugal. in India, a doctor^ 
by name Hamilton^ restored the health of the Emperor I'erookslieea, wh^, 
.at his soltcitatibn, gran^d the English, in infi,'not only exemption frooi 
l^om-house duties, but also the right of coining, and of etCablishing fao- 
Ikiries. They afterwat-ds profited', by the weakness of the Great Mogul 
PtMf , Biahrattikiro strengthen theii^Nown power in Bengal Their company 
posNSB in India a ^ast empire, which inside them the possession of the 
preciotis prodoc&ohs Both of nature and art of all the coasts of the Indian 
Ocean. /: '' i. . ; 

It is true that, in 1783, the colonies of North America separated them- 
aslves from the mother countfy and France took advantage or ;he insurrecUee 
W ihe American^ to dispute once more with the English the domiuiou of 
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thf spa: she joined Spain, and formed a fleet of 6^ sail of the Hoe; but 
the success did*not answer the hritliant hopes witich had been formed; for 
Koduey defeated Admiral Langara off Cadi/, ]7ili January 1780,^ who only 
saved five out of his eleven ships. AdniiriJ F. Guicheii defended himself 
better in the West Indies, when, like his countrymen in general, he made 
the^most spirited and honourahle resistance : at last he was obliged to yield 
to the very superior forces of the EngliUi. Admiral De Grasse, on ISih 
April, 1783, lost seven ships out of 36, off Dominica. ** . 

Such constant successes, and a confiden<;e in their own strength, led the 
English to treat all other nations with very little consideration. It had been 
agreed, that all merchandise on hoard neutjfal ships should lie respected, 
hut the English would not recognise this right in ships coining from, or 
going to an enemy's country* This unjust exception involved in general the 
northern cuiniiierce, esjSecially the Russian. In consequence of whidi, 
Catharine II. formed, in 1780, the armed neutrality, to which Denmark, 
Sweden, Russia, and fall other maritime powers, acceded. %he English, 
therefore, not wishing to increase the number of their enemies, relinquished 
the search of neutral vessels. I hey suppressed in favour of Portugal, the 
navigation act issued hy Cromwell. The unequal contest the Dutch had to 
sustttiii against England, shewPd them, even in their fall, to l>b*worihy of 
their former maritime glory. Zoutmaiin defended himself, on the 5th of 
August*, 1781, near the Dogger Bank, with a courage highly to his honour. 

The war which England waged with the French Republic, confirmed her 
dominion on the w'ucer. She took all the French and Dutch trans-nilaotic 
possessions, and much annoyed the commerce of these two nations. The 
alliance which Tippoo-Sultaun contracted with France, ^ve England the 
power of dividing the dominions of this Prince, ancT of extending her Indian 
possessions. In August, 1793, die English destioyed a great piirt of the 
French naval forces at Toulnii ; and^a still gieater one at Aboukir, Aug. 1, 
1793, under Nelson. Since 1795, a line of English shij^ have blockaded 
ail the ports from tlie'Texcl to the Bay of Biscay ; and since the French 
have taken Hanover, from the Texel to Hanihurgb. lii 1799, the Anglo- 
Russian descent in North Holland destroyed the remains of the Dutch 
nuvy. In 1801, the Englisii were direatcncd with a coalition, which the 
Emperor Paul proposed to oppose to the British naval tyranny, but the 
ill iTiness which Nelson displayed in the passage of the Sound and bom- 
bnrdineiiC of C(;peiihHgen, obliged Deniuark to make peace % and at the 
death of Paul, uiiiicahle t^ruis were entered upon with Russia. 

The tieaiy of Amiens siispriidcd but for a short time the struggle between 
rrance and England ; nnd|he English goveriiiiient^ who by its ttcaiy wilb 
Austria and Russia, liud sheltered itsc^ from the luipeui^ing storiq, exer* 
rised the most absolute eiiipirc^on tlie ocean, espreiaily siuce the battle of 
Trafalgar, Ociobei 31, 1805, where Lord Nelson terminated his glorious 
career. In this action, 37 tiiic-of battle ships, aud four frigates, £ng|ish, 
eiigiiged u combined French and bpaiiish fleer, of 38 sail of the line, and 
four frigates, one frigate blew^p^ ami 19 ships weu* taken. In Feliruary, 
i80(J, three French ships of the line were Uikeii ofl' St. Doiiinigo. rSi.n a 
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that tlma^ ter the abdication of NapoIcon-ie-Graiid, the English have con-'* 
tinned to make captures of many French, Dutch, litc, {cc. ships, and 
finally tlie victory of Algiers.— •Another new muritirae nation has 
now sprung up, whose navy seems to prosper very much ; who entered into 
a long war with only eleven frigates, and a few smaller vessels, against 
Great Britain, who at that time had far above 1,000 ships; and after 
obtaining some successes in her naval combats with tlie English, concluded 
a war, which has, however, had the effect of giving a most rapid and 
astonishing increase to her infant navy, she having at present 25 sail of the 
fine, besides frigates, sloops, &c. ! ! — allude to tiie United States. 

I am, Sir, 

* • 

„ Your obedient Servant, 



Afungo Fujk. 

MR. EDITOR, 16//* April, 1818. 

I N consjdcring the account given of tire death of that celebrated 
traveller, the late Mungo Patjk, and Vither events related as having 
since happened, there certainly appears sufficient reason for doubt- 
ing the autlicnticity of the time, at least, in which it is said to have hap- 
pened. Tins, 1 trust, will be made obvious by the followitig observa- 
lions 

Mr. Park, in Jiis letter to Sir Joseph Banks, from Sansanding, dated 
November J6th, 1 805, i says, I have hired a guide to go with me to 
Kashna; he is a native of Kasson, but one of the greatest travellers in this 
part of Africa, having visited Kono, Btiedoo, Gotto, and Cape 

Corse Caslle,* to the soutli ; and Tombuctoo, Haoutsa, Kushnu, 

and Bornou, towards the east, lie says, that the Nyger, after it passes 
Kashna, runs directly towards the right hand, or the south ; he never heard 
of auy peraon who had seen its termination ; and is certain tlrnt it does not 
end any where in the vicinity of Kasltna or Bornou, having resided some 
time iu both those kingdoms. He says, oiir voyage to Kashna will occupy 
two months ; that wc touch on the Moors no where hut at Tomhuctoo ; the 
nordi bank of the river, in all other places, being inhahited hy o race of 
people resembling the Moors in colour, called Surka^ Mahinga, and 
Tuarick, according to the clilFcrent kingdoms they inhabit. I ha\e ns yet 
had only,.two conversations witli Iny guide, and tlicy were chiefly occupied 
ill adjusting money iinittvrs ; but I hare no doubt that 1 shall tin# him a 
^ery tfseful fellow, iravclltr.^’ * * 

So far Mr. Park’s last letter that has hSen received gives iiifonnallon ; 
but it appears by no inr aiis inipruhahie that he might have wrifteii a later 
cuminunicntioii, if the following account be hut near the truth, received 


' * Now called Cape Coast Cai.ilc. For & view of Um C.iStlc, see page 225 of 

ibc prtstiUt Volume. 
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from Tsaaco by tlie governor of Senegal, and said to be from the journal of 
Amadi Fatourn^ Mr. Park’s guide from Sansanding. 

« There was Mr. Park, Marty ii, three other white men, three 8lave% 
and myself as guide and interpreter ; nine in number, to navigate»the 
canoe : without landing, we bought the slaves.’* 

Now from this account it is evident, that Amadi Fatoiirna must have 
been the person mentioned by Mr. Park, in his letter to Sir Joseph Ban|^8 ; 
for he could not be one of the three slaves ; and being a native of Kasson^ ' 
he could not be one of the three white men. But the journal farther informs 
us, that wlien they entered the country of Uacyissa, and came to an 
anchor, Mr. Park said to me, ‘ Non. Amadi, you are at U)e end of your 
journey ; I engaged you to conduct tne^here; you arc going to leave me, 
but before you go, you must give me the names of the necessaries of life, 
&C. in the language ot the countries through which [ am going to puss.’ 
Again, * Mr. Park had paid me fur iny voyage before we left Sansanding; 

1 said to him, I agreed to carry you into tiic kingdom of liaoussa ; we are 
now in liaoussa. 1 liave fulfilled my engagements with you ; I am now 
therefore going to leave you, and rciurn* ” 

This docs not agree with Mr. Park's letter, before quoted, that he had, 
hired a guide to go with him to Kashug r ” which guide could be no other 
than Amadi Fatourna : How then was the agreement performed when they 
entered the kingdom of liaoussa? An alteration might have been made 
111 the agreement after Mr. Park wrote his letter to Sir Joseph Banks; but 
this wants coiifirinutioii: Amadi’s journal throws no light tipon the subject. 
Mr. Park hud now arrived at a critical situation in his travels ; he must 
have been aware of the uiiccrttunty of his future progress ; and having na« 
vigated the Niger four hundred miles from Sego ; ascertained the situation 
of Tombuctoo ; and escaped vaiious perils ; having, according to the jour- 
nal of Amadi FutournOf fought his way for two hundred indes on that cele- 
brated river ; and at one time engagetl a fleet uf eixtif mil of canoes, whicli 
be defeated with great slaughter; and must have made many observations 
worthy of communication ; and ns his guide iiiforius us, he >vns now about 
Co iclurn into the kingdom of the friendly sovereign of Bainharra, whence 
he could have forwarded any cunimunication to the English on the Gambia ; 
is thorc not suflicient reason for supposing, nay is it not certain, that Mr. 
Park would not have omitted so favourable an opportunity of giving an 
account of his progress, situation, and expectations as to the future ? No 
such coiumuiiicntioii having been received, or even pretended by the guide 
to have been^elivercd to him, and ul'ierwards taken from him or lost, 
appears as one reason, amupgst oilicrs, for clou hting,the authenticity of tlie 
journal of Amadi Faiourna in all it^ parts. • 

Another difliculty appears iiijbelieving the authenticity of the relation, as 
follows: Amadi Fatourna says, in his journal, Next day (Saturday) Mr. 
Park departed, and I slept in the village (Yuour). Next morning, I went 
to the King, to pay my respects to him ; on entering the house, 1 found 
two men, who came on liorsefamck,” Ate. Ate. — ** The next morning, early; 
(that must have been Monday) ** the King sent an army to a village call^ 
23ouasa, near the river side. There is before this village a rock, across tlie 
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4>r««dth of the* fiver,* &Cii^We «re told that thia army Cook 
pnaaoiiidn of tho rock before Mr.Parlr arrived. This ns^ust hate^bkfefi 
•boot/or/jrfVfAe hours after Mr. park departed from Yaour, Now/ wt 
arp left altogether to conjectore what had derained him from passing this 
fock^tefnre the second morning of his departure fn>m Yaour. Allowing 
the current of the river to have carried him three miles in an hour, he 
Maid have been an hundred mid forty- four miles on its course from that 
village ; how then could an army overtake him and oppose his passage ? 
He taighc indeed have stopped somewhere, but the journal gives no such 
intimation ; and Amadi could easily have ascertained from the surviving 
slave, what had occasiitned such delay. For the rfisiance of Boussa from 
Yaour, as laid down in the tnap, being about twentij Mr. Park^ 
if anly carried along by the current of the river, may be supposed to Imve 
been at the rock about seven hours after his (iepar,ture (rom Yaour ; but an 
army is ordered, between thirty and forty hours after liis departure, to 
march and intercept him here. Truly the veracity of this account, when 
egamined, appears more than doubtful. Even if the distance fn*m Yaour 
to Boussa were supposed to he greater than represented in the map, still 
the difficulty is the same ; as tlie march of the army, and the receiving of 
orders, wp(*ld occupy a greater apace of tin^e. 

Asa traveller, Amadi Fatourna may be supposed to have possessed com- 
mon observation, and capable of detecting glaring inconsistencies in narra* 
tidn ; how then is this part of his journal to he reconciled with tlie'evoms 
it pretends to relate, and the cireninstaiices ronnected with iliem ? If 
Mr. Park had nut passed this rock by $;itur(lay night, and lie watted for 
day-light, he miyht early on the Sunday morntng. As his guide must no 
doubt have given iiim a particular account of its existence and situation, wx 
have n right to think, that he would be anxious to pass it as soon bs 
possible. 

According to Tsaaco*! journal, it was four months after Mr. Paik left 
Sanaandirig before he arrived at Boussa. If this were true, he could not 
have made more progress, on an average, than aliout three miles and u^half 
in iwenty^ftoir hours. But Amadi Fatourna gives no account in his louriial 
of any considerable delays ; on the contrary, he says, ‘‘ we went in.rwo 
Hays to Gennie this is about on hundred miles from Saiisanding : jkVas 
Mr. Park then one hundred and eighteen days going th/ec hundred mites 
more ? This would have been about fm> miles and a half in tiveiuy*four 
hours. According to the progress made the two lirst days, it might have 
hottt 'performed in twelve or fodrteen days more, allowing lor delays in 
anchoring,, and in the Lake Dihbi*. The whole account oftetoppages, in 
the journal of Amadi Fatourna, amoums to about four dn\s, including the 
Mse at^Yeour. He tays, when ai anbhor before KufTo, ** we had in the 
canoe, before we departed fiom Sansandiag, a very large siO(k of provi- 
aioiM, salted and fresh, of all kinds, which enabled us to go along without 
stopping, imr fear of accident.’ ^Gouriuan appears to be tlte hrst ’ place 
whM aay considerable purchase of provisions was made ; and Kaffo, 
eemdiBB to she map, 300 miles from Savisanding, and about 100 from 
Boussa. .^lowiu|S it to be 300^ or even 100, miles frum Giou to Boussa, 
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Accoimt of our imperfect knowledge of the geogupby of thooouniiy ; 
Md allowing fi^ir deys for stopping nt different places, tf Mr. Park bsudoiify 
Blade H prorrress of 15 miles hi 24 hmirs, he wiiuld have been at Bousta ia 
thirty dtu/ft from Ginn, or tiurtytm from Sawumding, 

Wlien all those circumbUmces nre con%idered, the journal of Amadi 
Fatourua appears a very imperfect and unsatisfactory document. And 
there is ceriainly sufficient reason for doubting the time which termioalad 
the labours and the life of that intrepid traveller, Mungo Park. • ' 

In his letter to Sir Joseph Banks, already alluded to, the guidr,:!Or 
Amadi F.ttourna, .bays, ** <iur voyage to Knslma will oi&upy two mootbs.; *’ 
and Mr. Park had expressed his hopes of being ordy “ rAreemooilis freOi 
Sansaiiding to the Atlantic.*^ In four oicmihs from Sansanding, allowing 
^uly fifteen miles progress in iwentyfiour hours, this would give tigkietn 
hundre.it miles, ^ ' 

In the conclusion of Isaaco's journal, w^* are informed, that wheit,he had 
communicated the death of Mr. Park to Dttcha^ King of Bambarra, tliaC 
he collected an army, and went with it to Banaageoro, when he ordex^ 
the chiefs ui go and destroy the kingdom of Uauussa, in which Boussa is 
situated. That this army passed Tombuctno, and made a halt at Sooha, 
whence it despatched a iiiei'Senger to the King, to ioforip^hiiOf >that 
Haussa was at too great a distance /or an army to go without running 
many dangers of all kinds/' 

In the n.ap accompanying Mr. Park's travels, frotp Tombuctoo to the 
dty Haoussa, the distance is abiut one hundred and $ixty miles ; to Yaour 
about sixty; and to Buussa it may be seventy-six. If, Uieti, the Bambar* 
raeuji amiy had passed Tombuctoo a ^reat wtij/f* aslsaacosuys, it could 
have been at no great distance from Yaour, where, probably, the object 
of its vengeance were to be found. If it bad advanced only thirty miles 
beyond Tombuctno, it could not have been above thirty from Yaour ; and 
after having advanced three hundred miles fruni Sego, to execute the orders 
refits sovereign, and lialied wluUt a courier went back this distance and re* 
turned again, it could not have been any great exertion, during this period^ 
to have marched to Yaour or Buubsa, unless some insuperabie difficulties 
stood in (he way, of which we have no account. 

After all rhtb delay, and the army seizing, after the return of the courier, 
on all the cattle of ihe country -of Mussina, the vanguarti returned in abdui 
three months from the rime of its departure ; and the rnnin borly in about 
ftfur —According to this account, if the army had 'COiumUed 

advancing, it would hare got to Boussa in about a mouth after its defier^ 
ture from Bmangcoro : how then was Mr. Ptirk four mc.nths ? , 

It would be gratifying lo have all the difticultios that now stand iu the 
way of the veiacity (»f Anindi Fafouraa's journal removed. Some tkings 
appear involved in inexplicable obscurity. 

Itespccting the final termination of the Niger, it must remain mattarof 
opinion, until the interior of Africa be farther explored, and an end pot to 
all doubt on this subject. There may be such a rcfgion in the iotetiAr of 
the Continent as the Caspiah Sea, and its environs; there majyWauoh 
arrumulatioiis of water as tiie Ijakcs of Canada, even in thetoirid zone, 
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wlrere great part of those of the Niger may he waited by cvaporaiioiii 
v«ithout being entirely, or nearly eihaM, '' 

As to the difficulty of this river finding a passage through the Kong 
mountains (Montes Lunse of thq ancients), this rests only on the represen- 
tation*'of opinion ; for no authentic description of their situation, eatjenit, 
and continuity, exists; therefore this bar against the progress of the Niger 
rests on conjecture only. There may be an opening in the Kong mountains, 
rhroftgh which it passes, similar to that described by the Rev. J6hn Camp- 
bell, in the course of the Orange river (if I remember the name aright), 
north of the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, where the' mountains tower 
un each hand above its Waters, which being compressed into a narrow bed,, 
rush on with amazing rapidity. 

Amidst all these coiijecturcs, one certainty exists, the situation and 
state of the Congo, or Zair. That this river has Resources north of the 
Equator, hardly admits of a doubt. Its rapidity, extent, and turbid state 
during the dry season soutli of the Equator, plainly indicate, that its waters 
are affected by a region in a different state. So that, whether it be in 
reality the Niger or not, its source must be in a region very remote from its 
discharge into the ocean. There is proof sufficieiit to tvarrant the lielief, 
that its watch's arc affected by the periodical ^ains north of the Equator. 

Whether the Niger and Congo be the same, or separate rivers, their 
waters appear to have been designed by Providence, as a great means for 
pruniotiiig the inteitourse amongst the nations inhabiting the interior of 
Africa, and may be the means of producing greater effects than any that 
have yet happened amongst them— their civilization, and conversion to 
Christianity. * 

What has happened in'tlie south of Africa, calls upon the British nation 
to exert herself in behalf of the heathens, fiom the Gambia to the Niger ; 
from Kayce to Sego, from Sego to Tombucioo, ilaoussa, Kashna, and 
Bornou. From tlie mouth of the Congo, as far as its waters will carry a 
Messenger of Peace.— Perhaps Missionaries may be the first to dra^ aside 
the veil that now covers the geography of the interior of Africa; as they 
have been the first to settle and civilize different tribes north of the colony of 
ilie Cape of Good Hope. 

n. 

On Promotion. 

MR. ipiTon, ' ISthJprilf 1Q18. 

I N addition to the reflations now in-force, which ought to be strictly 
enforced, otherwise they become grievances to the many, and subjects 
of ridicule to the fortunate /ezz;, I nm persuaded it would tend much to the 
good of the service, if no lieutenant of the royal navy received his cummis* 
sion before he had obtained the age of 3 J, and no coinmniuler was made be- 
fore ite had served a-ffoat for five years as lieutenant. Were this rule esta- 
blished, we should have' no boyish commanders, or beardless post captains, as 
sometimes arc to be seen, but comniatiders of experience and judgment; nor 



COERFIPONDBKCE* 3^3 

would this be imposing any very great or unnecessary bardsliip on our young 
officers of the«iiary/who, to obtain reputation and fame, nnut fint ac« 
quire a necessary portion of professional knowledge, whiclf experience ean 
ahne properly teach. Very lately, I observed, that a set of young mid- 
shipmen had passed their examination for* lieutenants, the major part of 
whom were under jyieen years of age ! Tins should not be : such youths 
are too young for command ; but although no lieutenant-commander 
should be given, 1 think the pay of their rank ought to be bestowed after 
three years service ; tlicy will then be very useful officers, and althoughr 
rank should be r^^fused until 21, midshipmen's pay Wight still very pro- 
perly and fairly be granted : by the new regulationgit is withheld until they 
j hence such juvenile candidates for pay and rank. 

I have the honour to be, ^c. 


0, 
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Ia'INts to n Friend relative to his So?fs entering the Naval Setvnv, 

* LciT^n I. 

WY DEAR SIR, Seplemler Qhth^ 1B05- 

Y OU write to me that your youngest son has irnhlbefl a dfciderl predi- 
lection for the naval service, and that yuu think^vou can command 
suiheienc influence to secure his ndvancement in our profession : at the 
sauic time I feel liighly honoured by youi desire of my advice us to the prop(*r 
st^e at which he should embark, and what previous preparation is necessarv 
ro set him forward in his career, in a manner most likely to reflect credit ou 
himself and his connexions. 

In the first place, then, my dear Sir, convince yourself that your son 
really feels that preference for a nautical life you Loth imagine; learn from 
hitn&elf where he has imbibed his ideas on the subject; whether fiom the 
biography of our more fortunate and dsitinguished naval characters ; from 
that of our early navigators, Cavendish, Drake, Arc. or from the enthusi- 
astic, but egotistical, narratives of some worn-out veteran in your iici^li- 
bourhood ; for insulated as you are, and at so (^rcat a distance from «>r.r 
maritime stations, I cannot suppose that they arc drawn from acinal obse.'- 
ration of the duties attached to youths of his age on board our ships of wai. 
Should then his ideas of the njwal ser^k’e h. ve been derived from the fii^i 
Source, he will have see;! oidy the bright side uj the picture, "where, for- 
lunate in his career, the officer is^lield up to his view, accompanied hy the 
acclamations of the public, «gid the favours ofliis Sovereign ; Imt the iiihu, 
who possessed perhaps <'f equal incrij, yet, whose wayward fortune it has 
been to drag heavily on a tedious servitude, in inaclivc ships, or on inactive 
stations, where no opportunity of distinguishing himself occurs ; ami who. 
after the betterp|||t of a life spent in honour, retires at leui;th, worn out with 
fatigue and disappoiutiucut, to vc^cuite in some letiicd nook on the aup- 



port tfffortM b> hit htl^pty* seldom obtrudes himself on the notice of the 
public. Agaiiiy nothing is more calculated to mflame a youthful imagina- 
tioo, than the eifdoits of our early navigators ; their hardships, and sufieN 
ings of every description, severp as they are sometimes described to havtf 
been", sink into the shade, when opposed to the honours and riches attained 
by the chiefs : fired with emuiation, the romantic youth longs to explore 
new seas, and dreams of the discovery of new continents ; of displaying the 
.Brinsh flag in regions before unknown, and of transfering the wealth%f 
her enemies to the shores of his native country; but he forjeis, or is not 
aware, that war is now reduced to a science, and that predatory system 
abolished, which enriched one individual at the expense of another, with* 
out affecting in the slightest degree thef general interests of the belligerents : 
and ill the present high and efiicieni state of the British navy, how many 
years he must patiently endure the privations of a cockpit, before he can 
obtain even the first object of his ambition, a lieutenant's commission 
and then, how many more must elapse, before he can, in strict justice, 
expect to mount the next step on the ladder of promotion. 

These remarks, you are aware, are not dictated by any dislike to the 
service on my own part : on the contrary, 1 glory in the name of a naval 
officer, and^l think of it now, as I have ever,^one, as of the first service in 
the world : as little do I wish to dissuade you from embarking my young 
friend, whose amiable disposition, and budding talent, in my opinion, pecu- 
liarly fits him for it*; but 1 wish him, as far as his years will admit, to form 
a just idea, at least of those duties and privations which, immediately on 
liis embarkation, will fall to his share. How many are the young mm I 
have known, enter a man of war at fifteen or sixteen years of age, their 
heated imaginations filled only with cliiinerical ideas of command, and of 
enjoying in rotation the luxuries of every climate, the favoured guests of 
the fair and great wherever they dropc tiieir anchor; but soon the dull rou- 
tine of each succeeding watch, together ' with the privations necessarily 
nueiidant on the Spartan discipline established in the navy, 'has soured 
their minds ; they obey with reluctance the commands of their superiors; 
their duty becomes a task, enjoined by a master from whose will iliere is no 
appeal ; a disgust to the service fullotvs, and all tiie fondly cherished iiupen 
of iiis friends, of seeing him rise to celebrity, are crushed in the bud. — Not 
so the youth, whose mind has, by a careful parent, been prepared for the 
approaching estrangement from all bis domestic comforts; he looks forward 
to sufferings and hardships, which perhaps lie may never encounter, but is 
prepared to meet, almost to wish for, that they may serve as touchstones, 
to try that /irmness with w hich he purposes pursuing hi:» career to the sum- 
mit of his profession. ' 

In order therefore to give your ^n some little idea of the service to 
wldcli his life is to be devoted, I would recommend ybu, at the ouininence- 
ment of the ensuing vacation, to take him with you to Portsmouth;, isi^y 
friend. Captain — — , whom you have frequently see#' with me, ia lately 
appointed to the Agamemnon ; you will find him ns much the ^officer 
board his ship, as you have hitherto done the polisliH gentleman, and^ 
agreeable couipauidu at the sociul bo»nd : be vvill be most happy to fora aid 
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5 BCteT' Views» and I Cannot wish iiny young friend -tftUttvfbrtiino^-thnn itm 
fntillo period, to commence his career titnier the proteoioir iif simlrJt' 
maia ^ While he is here, let him mix with the young gBntiemen> ef the 
Agamemnon ; leave him onboard as frequently as possible ; let him acconi- 
paoy the boats to and from the dock-yard, and make himself acquahifted 
with tlie whole fouUiie of a midshipman's duty : tlien if he persevere in hit 
dqairp to embrace a nautical life, let the next succeeding two years be ex- 
clfikively dedicated to those branches of education necessary to qualify him . 
for his profession* At twelve years, which I believe ^s his present age, I 
take it fur graiited*he is already master uf the English, and the rudiments 
of the Latin language, of arithmetic, and the eleiribnts uf geography ; let 
the period alluded to; then, be empidycd in the acquisition of mathematical 
knowledge, and of the French and Italiatk languages. TIte theory of navi- 
gation is no where so well taughtas in our larger sea-ports ; and while liere, 
youth has tlie advantage of being enabled to form some idea of tha 
siyuMiers of the ineti with wliuin he has liereafter to associate : sliips and 
vessels of every description are constantly moving before hts eyes, and he 
becomes in some degree acquainted with their luanagement, liefore he is 
called on to take an active part in it, giving him an unspeakable advantage 
oter one who sees a ship, perl^ps for tlic first time, when he isriatroducedl 
on the quarter-deck as one of her company. 

It is ;very much to be regretted, the iittlo attention which has hitherto 
been paid by parents to tlie acquisition of foreign languages, when profes- 
-sedly educating their sons for the naval service: were I^o incltirio every 
rank in it, 1 am convinced we have not more than one officer in ten who is 
acquainted with any otlier language than his mother tongue ; yet the abso- 
lute necessity of such an attainment, you would iiifngkie, must be obvious 
to every one, when engaged on foreign stations. IJnw often have I known 
officers, when examining the masters of vessels they had detained, obliged 
to hare recourse to a native of Guernsey or Jersey, or to some rascally 
desertei^rom the enemy, as an interpreter, while the papers have been 
wiiolly neglected, merely because there was no one on board who could 
read or write tlie language. You will easily perct^ive these remarks do not 
extend to the system of education adopted by the Naval Cullege at Ports- 
mouth t for tiiere, I am well aware, that nothing is neglected wiiich may 
contribute to form a valuable officer; 1 allude only to the great majority 
who have it not in ilieir power to place their chiLdren on that establishment. 
Indeed it would appear, from the manner in which youths are too frequently 
sent bvto tlie service, tliaf the chief oare of many parents is merely ro get 
rid of their cirildren at us early an age a8*possible : bow many httndieds, I 
lia^ almost said thousands, lire there in the navy, sent a-fioat between the 
aj|eB of eight and twelve years, with An other acquirements ihairbarely 
reading, writing, and Oktle aifthmctie, with minds totally unformed, open 
to receive every impression, good or evil, embarked perhaps in a small 
vessel, without eith$|.r a chaplaiu or a sclfoolmaster, where, from the nar- 
rowness of , tlie accommodations, tlie gross debauchery of tlie seamen is 
eonstatUiy before eyes, aifd too often introduced even into the cabin 
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wtiem he lives : what ib to be expected F bet that he will grow ap in the 
gresKSt ignorance even of his professtoot beyond the mere doty of taking 
tdiaige of a watch, with the manners of a boatswain, and the sensoaii^ of 
a savage. How many of these^ unfortunate young men have I known, who, 
after passing their period of servitude as a midshipman, were totally unable 
to state the simple rule for Finding the correct course and distance the 
ship had run in twenty-four hours.— Happy is it for your son, that his 
, mitid, even at this eariy age, is so fortified by the care of his amidble 
mother in the prinpiples of religion and morality, that you may safely trust 
him from you, kept alive as I am sure they will be by a frequent cor- 
k^espondence. ^ 

If my young frirnd possesses the lehst talent for drawing, let him assi- 
duously cnltivate it, for it may prove of infinite service to him in his pro- 
fession, and at any rate will be always a rich source of amusement, and a 
constant recommendation to his superiors. You will smile when 1 ask you 
if he has yet learned to dance ; but trivial as this accomplishment may 
appear, it is by no means immaterial : You will almost see the necessity 
of it, when employed on foreign stations; indeed the honour of the nation 
is so frequently entrusted to sea officers, that there is no acooroplishmeut 
which wi!i*not shine with peculiar lustre in |;hem/’* 

1 have always conceived fourteen years of age quite early enough to trust 
a boy on board a ship of war. His mind is then, it may be supposed, in 
some degree formed ; he is capable of distinguishing between right and 
wrong, eonsequpntly less liable to be drawn into Uie vortex of dissipation 
by his associates. You will perceive, by a former observation, I lay con- 
siderable stress f>n the amiability of iny young friend's disposition : for the 
idea entertained by soifle parents, that the bully of a school, and merciless 
tyrant of his younger brothers and sisters, who because he has gained the 
ascendancy over every individual at home, is peculiarly fitted to grace the 
quarter-deck of a man pf war, cannot be sufiiciently deprecated. The dis- 
position of such a youth ill qualifies him to attain the confidence either of his 
officers, his messmates, or the uflfectioiis of the iiicii : his time in the cock- 
pit, therefore, will be spent in a continual state of petty warfare ; the 
officers will trouble themselves no further about him, than to keep him 
strictly to his duty when on deck : he passes the period of his servitude as 
a midshipman in a kind of sullen dissatisfaction with all around him, and 
looks forward to his promotion, aa to an event desirable chiefly as it will 
give him pow er to annoy his former companions ; and while this disposition 
adheres to him, he must Jive neglected and ddspised by his equals, and 
detested by his inferiors. But happy am 1 to say, few indeed in propor- 
tion are the characters of this description oui* navy is cursed with ; for in 
many instances, the admirable difrciprine establislied in the service have 
corrected this demoniacal temper, and in 6thers it has driven its^posscaior 
to acts which have cither disgraced, and obliged him to retire to ^dergo 
the sentence of a court martial, or perhaps become a sacrifice in a duel to 
the insulted honour of some brother officer. 


*^Lelter of JLtord Kelson to the £arl of Cork. 
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. Maval officers nre in general mnch attached to*cliildren, and this paiw 
tialitj is frequently extended to the youths on board their ships, whether 
they are particularly recommended to their care or not, where an amiable 
temper and disposition to learn are remarkable ; they delight to watch the 
unfbldingB of early genius ; it relieves the tedium of a protracted blockade, 
or an unsuccessful cruise, and reminds them of domestic comforts, of 
i\hicli their duty enforces a temporary deprivation. Among such men, I 
fiAhly believe your son’s disposition to be such, that (e could not fail of 
making friends. Yet I am well aware, that you are not one of those' 
parents (yet how many are there to be found), who having once obtained 
a situation for their child on the quartcr-dcck of a* man of war, conceivn 
they have sufficiently dune their duty, and feave him there to sink or swim. 
1 know that nine out of ten of these persons will say, they have recom- 
mended their son to the^are of the captain, who periiaps had never seen 
tliein before, or had the slightest knowledge of them; but allowing him to 
he ever so much inclined to watch over the morals and education of the 
youth thus thrown upon his care (and I am convinced there are few officers 
commanding men of war who have not that inclination), still, in many 
cases, it is impossible, from the multiplicity and importance of his duties 
when employed on an active^ station, that lie can constnntlyasyperintend 
twelve or more young men at the most dangerous period of their lives, 
when every passion is rising into full power, and the reason which sliould 
control them, still in infancy. How desirable is it* then, that parents 
should take an opportunity, and opportunities may easily^ be found, of cul- 
tivating an acquaintance with tlie officers of the sliip on board which he 
purposes to embark his child ; they will then feel themselves in a manner 
hound to watch over him, for his parent’s sake, and what Is of the greatest 
consequence, though too much neglected at present, to introduce him, as 
he rises to manhood, to the society of their friends ; and where that is im- 
possible, as in foreign ports, where all are alike, strangers, to make him 
one of their party in their little excursions, that by thus giving him a relish 
for superior pleasures, he may not be driven to spend his hours when on 
shore in the tavern and in the bnithcl. 

it has often struck me with a degree of wonder how parents, and many 
of them too afTerting a more than common interest in their oiFspring, can 
reconcile it to themselves thus turning them adrift in the world without a 
monitor, and exposed to every vicious allurement. The instances are cer- 
tainly not many, in which a man cannot uA'ord at least a few days to see lus 
child embarked ; how Easily is it then for him to form an acquaintance 
with the rjfficers of the ship, to whom the mere act of taking jhe boy on 
board is o sufficient introduecion : and 1 am convvnced there are but few 
who, when solicited by a father, ^uuM not consider themselves bound in 
honour to watch over the morffis and conduct of their youthful charge ; and 
surely a correspondence with the person to whom he has thus delegated so 
sacred a trust, could not fail of being most grateful to a parent’s feelings. 

1 shall enlarge uo farther on this subject until 1 know your final deter- 
f»ma|tio;i respecting ruy youjfg friend’s destination ; and if that proves to 
he the uaval service, rcmeuibcr, that next to a thorougli knowledge of the 
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theory of navigation, •!« ia particularly desirable he should Lc macfc 
acquainted with the French and Italian" languages, the first yoa will easily 
perceive to he indispensable in forming an accomplished officer. 1 beg you 
will command me on all occasions where I can be .of service* 



Oh making the Ships now building capable qf mounting more and 
, heatier Guns, 

MR. EDITOR, 20th April, 1818. 

W HILST the desire to ,have<«a proportion of our navy made fit to 
contend successfully with that of America, is so generally felt and 
expressed, I cannot but suppose *governmcnt are also fully sensible of 
the necessity for accomplishing what will at once giratify the eager wi.shes of 
the nation, and add, unquestionably as it will do, to the naval power and 
security of the kingdom. 

That government is impressed with these sentiments appears pretty 
strongly, from the orders which have been already given, to prepare 
several of our larger 74's for carrying 84 guns, of 32 und 24-^ounderB, and 
for buildiiTg* eight new 84*s, of large diinensbns, and to carry heavy guns ; 
these measures are truly judicious and praise-worthy, and if duly persevered 
ill, will soon accomplish all that is wanted ; viz, to keep an eye on, and to 
keep full pace (I would wisii us, however, to precede them) with the 
sictivc exertions of that rapidly advancing naval power. There has been 
imicli surprise excited by the Board of Admiralty having recently ordered 
110 less than 24* new frigates to be built, all of 46 guns, in addition to 
12 which were in progress before. Now, Sir, there does appear to me 
bonieihing exceedingly ridiculous, nay, I may say, excessively mortifying, 
in witnessing such an order ; for it is neither more nor less than telling us, 
in spite of all our experience, and in the very face of the most undoubted 
testimony, that these ships are capable of contending with any class of fri- 
gatvi 'oelonging to any other power, and in fact of the former acknowledg- 
11 , cm of the Board itself, wliich in the end of the late contest judged it 
necessary to order the Leanilcr, Newcastle, &c. to be built. Why, then, 
I would ask, build so manp common^sized frigates, and so few as four only of' 
a larger size, lit to contend with the Americans ? and why not yet give 
directions fo; making these new ships of sufficient iengtii and strength, to 
carry more and heavier guns, in case of a war vvith. America ; if they should 
be only wanted for a French, or .any other war, 12 and 13 qpuld be sub- 
stituted fof 24-pouiiders ; as you may reduce ll^c establishment of a large 
ship easily, and make her a most e^ctire vessel ; but to increase it after a 
ship is once built, is more difficult and aukw^rd. If these new frigates arc 
not yet laid down, perhaps these bints may be serviceable ; if iliey are, I 
trust the neat order will contemplate the possibility of our being again at 
war wiUi America, and the absolute necessity of being soou prepared. 

(UttM, 
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I’O THE RIGHT HON. VISCOUNT’ MELVILLE. 

UY LORDf 

W HEN I Addressed your Lordship .with a copy of my letter to the 
Lord Mayor, on the subject of the Auxiliary Bible Society for Mer- 
chant Seamen, 1 then said, that I would offer a few remarks on a Meeting 
ronvened for the purpose of establishing a place oF^orship on tb|^Rivcr 
Xhames, for Merchant Seamen. 

That there has been a shameful neglect in this country, of late years, 
beyond that of every other maritime power in ^urope, in regard to the 
religious duties of seamen, cannot Jbe denysd, although it is evident, from 
Hie quotation I made in the before- mentioned letter, from the 10th bye-law 
of tlie Corporation of the Trinity- House, that such was not the case for- 
merly. This circumsiCnce, my Lord, T presume, claims your marked 
attention towards it, mure than that of any otiier man in this realm, in 
consequence of the public situations you fill, as First Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, and an Elder Brother of the Corporation of the Trinity-House. 

For many years past it ha^ been too generally the case, that men, not 
seamen, conceive that they are equal to the management ^of maritime 
affairs, and seamen a-float ; land, unfortunately, they cause many others, 
unacquainted with nautical affairs, to believe they are so. Such persons 
conceive, because they transact a certain clerical business connected with 
shipping a-shore, that they are capable of the direction and management of 
seamen a-iloat, as well, if not better, than those wlio ITave had practical 
experience through life. To such erroneous TeJeas, believe, may be 
attributed the Meeting 1 now allude to. # 

Tlie gentleman who presided at this Meeting, I conceive, liad been re- 
quested to take that situation, lu consequence of his being a member of tlic 
legislature. The few remarks he made on the occasion were intended 
merely as an introduction to the explanation that was to he given by a geti- 
Heman possessing, as the Meeting was afterwards informed by a Revercud 
.Divine, a superior knowledge and Judgment of merchant seamen. This, 
no doubt, the Reverend Gentleman presumed to he fact, ns did also many 
nhers present; but 1 believe he will find, upon inquiry, that the merchant 
seamen of this port form a very different opinion of this gentleman's nautical 
knowledge, or practical experience, as regards seamen, so as to render him 
equal to the direction or management of seamen a-float ; and it 'may wdth 
truth be asserted, that many of the evils which attach to British shipping, 
and British eeamen, at this time, havd arisen through a cla^s of men, 
many of whom are not seamen, hut who presume 4o a profound knowledge 
of nautical affairs, from the catiscs* before inentionrd. EvcTi public 
nautical Boards, through erroneous opinions formed of the nautical knoiv- 
ledge of such persons, have applied to them, at times, for information in 
ihe maiiagemeul of maritime affairs, to the serious injury of their 
country. 

The opinhsiis advanced by the gentleman alluded to, and others, were 
$0 similar to those advanced at ihc Auxiliary Bible Society for mcrclmut 



m 


COnmSFONDfiNCfi. 


flieainen ; viz, the debt of gratitude due to merchant seameni itl the cause 
of their country, and the depravity of their moral condi^ct<^that 1 should 
not deem it deserving any farther notice than what I have already said 
upon that subject, were it oQt that this gentleman’s supposed supenor 
knowlledge of seomeii caused him to make allusions, from which it might be 
inferred, that the lives of ofheers in command, and passengers on board of 
ahipRijirere nut safOywith such persons as merchant seamen. He even went 
•so fa^s to appeal to the ladies present, what would their feelings be, should 
any of their husbands, or relatives, be so circumstanced. The pathetic 
manner in which this was expressed, certainly produced 'an extraordinary 
effect upon their tender nerves. ^ Allow me to ask, my Lord, if a severer 
Teflection could have been uttered upon the moral character of British 
seamen. 

It is unnecessary to endeavour to refute such hn assertion on my pro- 
fession, by any opinion of my own ; but I claim the attention of your 
Lordship, and of the public, to the general meeting in 1797, when this now 
degraded class of men, from a cause, perhaps, better known to your Lord- 
ship .than to the public generally, very improperly possessed' themselves of 
the ebromand of the principal part of the British navy. Allow me to ask, 
my Lord, if^; during that time there was one^act of outrage committed by 
them, to justify the assertion before^mentioned. The crime of murder is 
less prevalent among rcgular-bi*ed British seamen, than witti almost any 
other class of men. * Tiie true character of a British seaman is to act with 
mercy, even to lies enemy, as soon as lie yields. 

I expected, from the feelings which this gentleman expressed for the 
salvation of the si^uls of seamen, and from his superior knowledge of iny 
profession, as represented by tlic Reverend Gentleiuan, that he would, in 
the true spirit of Cliristiaiiity, have offered his opinion by what means their 
bodies might be guarded from violence, and their minds front torture, through 
the evils of impressment ; but on this subject he was totaUj^ silent. This, 
1 conceive, must prove to every British scaniun, that they are not to ex- 
pect from any religious sect whatever, those feelings of st^mpathy to arise 
towards their sufferings, through impressment, so as to cause the nation to 
act on the true principles of Christian Ckaritjf towards them, as taught by 
our Saviour to mankind, i^liilst they have any self-interest in their ser* 
vices; proving that self interest and popularity are the grand objects they 
hai^e in view, by their present aitentioii towards them. 

It certainly must afford some consolation to iny profession, that after all 
the vices and iminoraiiiies which have been alleged against by 

Reverend Gentlemen and others, that there are some few items in (he cata- 
logue o( human frailties, of which they lv»ve not been accused : how far the 
dictates of conscience in those who offered their opinions upon them, may 
have prevented it, I will not pretend to say : among those of which they 
have not been accused, are — hypocrisy, deceit, ostentatious charily, pub- 
licly vaunting on religious, subjects, guided hy self-interest in all their 
^Qctions, ovcrliearing when in power, fawning to their superiors, and flat- 
tering tliose whom they can dupe , yet these arc frailties doily taking place 
among other classes of society. 



OORACdPONDBNCB. 


391 


Tbe this Meeting was, that a vessel, ah-cndy purchased, sltould 

be fitted as a^ place of worship a-float, and to be called “ The Ark.^’ ft 
was my intention, but space will not permit at this time, to ofier a few 
remarks upon it, and also upon the subject^of religion,* as regards seamen ; 
but this I sli^ll defer until a future occasion. In the mean time, p&*haps 
the gentlemen who have promoted this place of worship, will, agreeable to 
the Christian Charity they profess towards seamen, yly how they are to 
be protected from impressment, whenever it may take place again, aiftl n^ 
seaman can say but that may he to-morrow, wlien pacing to and fro, and 
when on hoard the Ark ; and what sort of protection your Board will grant 
on the occasion, otherwise it may prove a trap for their bodies, a concern 
for which they have some regard thcmbelves, although neglected by 
others. • 

From the experience *which the executive government has had wiUi men 
formed into religious societies of late years, for various purposes, and to 
whose opinion at times they have bowed submission, contrary to their 
judgment ; on what may be deemed political affairs, if I mistake not, your 
llonotirable. Board will find some didicuJty to answer this question, when 
called upon by a religious society, for such protection as may be required 
from impressment for thos^ belonging or attached to the sbfiiety of the 
Ark, particularly when this will be urged on the principles of Christianity. 
TkU. ^Derhaps wild prove more perplexing to your lion. Board, aiul iirmt 
injurious to the tiVe interests of the country, and dVen to the cause of 
religion among seamen, than were you to adopt, in the first instaricr, tlie 
plan I have suggested to your Lordship, to renovatp the whole of our ma- 
rine system, as regards seamen. ^ * 

This may be effected at a trifling, if any, expense, on good old 
established principles, wiiich first gave rise to our maritime power, but now 
principally done away with. And^aUo with the same institutions which 
now lawfully exist, hut require some trifling alteration in their constitution, 
to* suit present circumstances. This would give a fatal stroke to all seli- 
formed bodies, for the management of inariiiinc affairs, as regards seamni, 
and leave them in the hands of experienccil seatiicn, as formerly, who only 
are capable to manage these ailairs properly, for the good of the coiinfr} ^ 
and the advantage of the British seamen. 

1 am, very respectfully, 

Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, ^ 


LIoj/d*s C^ji^fouse, 
1st Maj/, 1818. 






* When I make this remark, I wish it to be understood, that 1 am an advu- 
cate in the cause to promote religious duties among seamen, ahliougli I differ ni 
opinion with this Society on the means they have adopted to promote it. Had 
they confined their exertions to the shore, in this port, there is no doubt it wooid 
have IBM witff general approbal^n, parin' ularly at this auspicious morncnl, when 
(he country is about uioicasing ihu number of churches. 









dedicated tff any tcind of diseu«l0n on chd i^ibjoetlf ^ ipi^or pavif 
consists (as ehalf be abewn here^ter) in loo9e a8sert>6n^ Upt ' 

and in abuse of an induidual, respect^ by every one to^ wbons heibttdot^At 
a man con&picuou» as a phil.^nthropist,. respeotitbte as ^ merchant and 
broker, and one on whose opinK)ii and knowledge 4b^rc dire few n)^n 
at Uoyd*s who would not teiy in at»y point eonnedtevi Mii^i^rlnarSg or 
jnnritiine coheerns. ^Jt would tic throwing av^ay» a^iPtnijauti 

to follow the mpli^nt throiigb ad Jus quotatieifs'' fi^ Jj^r.^U-rqubdit's * 
Letters » *iJ0r tvouid it answer any jspectfio purpose^ /U^Hk^Plfpj^rases thtS 
two booksg will fiud'fliat the bitter^ ts any tbiog, batA reply t6<the ' 

1 will tiegin my remarks with an assertiog, from ttts lidpfyi/* Uuta there ^ 
were no renriotvous opened Air'ther ^rpose of indnmiijig tbe sbipk on the 
peace estaiilisUitieiit ; vtde pa]gl 31,^ Itf Augiust 1313, Icodleavioas were 
opened m ail the principal seaports of the United Kingdom #ind traders 
employed for the piirpose ef raising men, by almost every ship dieti 
camiuissioned ; and though in time ef war» the Adniiialty order the expense 
of printing {dlls lor the invitation of vohiiiteers, to be paid fiotn the 
pocleets of tiie feguloting officers, in this instance, the bills were sent frem 
^ tboAdinirall^^or diarged ni the officers* aCcothits with the na\y boards 
peniion U$te ror long sfrviees, weie likewise sent from t)ie Admfralty^ and 
every exertion ordpred to be made fur die pappose of procuring men: but 
so few had been Vibtaiiied by tlie middle of October, that a circular 
letter was written fiom the Admiralty, to the officers* employed on tbe 
service of raising men, expressing the surprise of their Lqrdsliips that so 
few had been raised, and that no greater exertions had been made; and 
threatening that the rendezvous should be closed, unless vaore men were 
procured. The fact is, that the rendezvous at Sliields was paid off in 
February^ in consequence df the men not entering: there were not thirty 
men raised in that port, between August and February following; though, 
during some part of that time, seamen were actually starving, because 
tiiey would not serve for the pay the merdiants offered, and they dislilted a 
ship of war so much, that it was only in the last stage of misery they 
resorted to the rendezvous : one third of the number rawed for the pence 
establishment had neicr been on board a ship of war previous to tlie peacef^ 
this IS so notorious a fact, that I am surprised any person should htive the 
liaidihood to assert, that no rendezvous were opened; when «ifc mae^ be 
known to every man who croiseed Towei Hill, that the rendezvous werrijot 
closed there, until after Lojrd Exmouih’s fleet sailed foi Algiere. It is true 
tiic Admit alty would not give bounty; buj^ to induce those leatnen who 
bad entered fJr the peace establishment, to volunteer ilieir ^enriceft in tbn 
fillips destined fur Algier, tiie offer ^uf two month^ pay y?ae mady 
accepted ; and tlmugh it had been conflSently asserted in a .placq Wl^erb 
truth should always guide, tha]^ every ship wbipb s#i>t upon b|i4t j 
expedition, was commissipoed azi^ijlftiHied Jor the nutanxwt j 

fact, which can be proved by tlie'listbT.v^tstlSTqeiit i^l^tlai Admirrfty 
the rendeavoua for the purpose of^’ljUilFfvjng tbq seainen to cliusq their 
own ehip* and stations, that meption of the bumbs, every 

^ T<»UXXXIX, * 3 E 
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ship was comoibsioned fbt the peace ettablishmert : and that the flag ship 
of Lord Exniouih on that service, had been commisslonecl and manned for 
Sir Edward Thornborough's flag at Portsmouth,, and so far from the 
rendezvous being opened for the purpose of manning that squadron, it 
is not the less a fact that with the exception of London, every rendezvous in 
the United Kingdom was closed in May 1816: though the ships for the 
peace establishment, were not two thirds manned. 

, 1 will now quote the replicant's own words, at the beginning of the 21st. 
pace of the Reply. Tliat it is the duty of chose who take upon themselves 
to inform and in^ruct the public to have some little regard for truth and 
accuracy.** I dare him to the refutation of this assertion ; that, not five 
men in every hundred who had served their time for the pension, returned 
to the service: and the greatest, n^iimber of those who had been in ships of 
war before and returned to ” the service, were such has had not more than 
two or three years to serve, to entitle them to tlie pension, for strange as 
it may appear, those who had served a sufficient time to entitle them to the 
pension weitf not allowed to receive it, if serving in a ship of war : so much 
for naval economy. 

The seamen arc certainly obliged to this naval officer for his opinion 
of them iq the 24th page ; That a very great portion of those men who 
had been serving in the navy duripg the \tar were bad characters, who in 
consequence could not get admittance into a ship of w^f since the peace.** 
1 need not proceed to any part of the 2Dth page as IJfhave already shewn, 
that rendezvous were opcMi during nine months of manning for the peace 
establishment,^ and that it was not when the Algier expedition was fitted 
out, tiiat they were opened; on the contrary, they had at that period with 
one exception been pucd oflf: so muph for consistency: the replicant must 
I'.avc known this, as I shrewdly suspect he is in^ a place where these tilings 
originate, and whe re young statesmen are paid, nursed, and educated. It is 
f^vident from the vvhole tenor of his argument, that he is not a sc.aman, 
either merchant or naval’, I ratlicr suspect, that he has carried a ha;;: hut 
if he can prove that any great number of seamen were ever bred exclusively 
ih the naval service, I will then acknowledge that I know not what is 
meant by the word seamen. 

The replicant asserts, that the service has been brought into the contempt 
in which it is at present held, by the tyrannical behaviour of rnercliuiit 
seamen; this may be the case, but he should have recollected that such arc 
not the persons recommended by Mr. Urquhart; that gentleman expressly 
says, tiiut the measure should be adopted partially : timt is, ns far as 
concerns young men of education and connections, who m^iy be induced 
ill time of peace or otherwise, to go to sea in thp merchanfs service : neither 
do I tiiink him fortunate in his selection of officers for examples, which l.c 
calls navy bred, after his assertion that ^hirty years since, there were 
no good seamen; and yet from the whole number selected, it will puzzle him 
to find one, who was not at sea upwards of thirty years since. The lirat 
quoted prided hiin.Kdf on being bred a merchant seamen, in tliat very trade 
ill which, the replicant insults Mr. Urquhart with having b%en a master, 
and I doubt much wl'A'thcr liis own enumeration from the naval colanius. ir 
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the most juUiciuus that might have been selected: be appears to think, 
that the wholcf merit of an officer, consists in animal courage. What 
Mr. Urquhart meant By a thorough bred seaman is, a man who can take a 
ship from the Dock, rig, navigate, and figjit her; that there are some 
of those enumerated who have all the qualifications in an eminent degree^ 
is readily accorded : but it is absolutely denied that all have. 

I will now give an anecdote of a captain who was stipposed to be one of 
the best seamen and most scientific man in the service. It so happened, 
that the foremast pair of main slirouds on the larboard sif^e were gone in the 
nip of the seizing! the captain would not be at the trouble of lifting 
the rigging, hut brought the second pair of shrouds Vorward, the third pair 
to the second place, put over head a* new pair for the after shrouds, and 
seized the eye aloft. A young inidshiptf^an had been (from his owti 
act) ill the merchants* service, remarked, chat bringing the shrouds thus 
forward without shifting the eyes at the mast head, would ruin the gang 
ef rigging: the captain wa'i behind him unperceived, and as |he youngster 
was not aware of his soliloquy being overiieard, he was much astonished by 
a voice saying, “ so sir. you presume to find fault with your captain,** the 
youngster apologized, hut gave his reasons for thinking so ; answer was, 
three months in the fore-top. The ship went a cruize in the Raetern Sea 
from Ainhoyna, apd though the wenth^ was fine and her cruize did not 
exceed siz weeks, 'on her return it was found that the eyes of all the 
larboard main rigging was wrong; and in consequence, the whole was 
obliged to he replaced. The yaungster*s punishment was rq^cirided, but he 
WHS told never to animadvert upon the actions of his captain, lie was 
blown up with the ship some time after. This captain wav not a merchant 
teaman ; or he would have known better, than even to have thought, that 
the eyes of rigging would shift tlieir nip without being lifted. 

T will now quote some merchant seamen who are not inferior in talents 
Or courage to any in his majesty's service: the present coniinissiouer 
Bowen, the present commissioner Woodriffe. The first was Lord Howe's 
master in the action on the 1st June. The latter fought the Calcutta 
against a French squadron, and saved his convoy ; f could quote others, 
bat will stop here. There is an old saying in the navy, that one volunteer 
is worth twenty pressed men, and a true and ju^t one it is. But had 
^Ir. Urqiihart taken up the cause of seamen, only on the score of humanity ; 
it w'ould have entitled him to the thanks of ail feeling men^ 

The replicant says, that ** the masters of trading vessels arc in general 
as inferior to the iiavy-hrc*d officers of the ^present day, in their knowledge 
ef seamanship, as the navy officers in the early part of the American war, 
were inferior to the iiiasiers* of trading vessels at tTiat period.** I would 
ask him as a seaman, which according to his own celling he should tie ; if 
he really believes, that one lieufenanc in twenty would^ke the cliaige of a 
ship of three hundred tons, with only fourteen hands in all, men and boys, 
and bear dier from the Downs to Spithead, without the assistance of 
a pilot ! or if^one captain of a ship of war in the same number, would do 
the same with his oxen ship^ without the assistance of the master: if not ; 
1 contend that the merchunt seamen are the bc&t, and fVom them arc the 



CORRESPONDENCE* 


^nerality of tl'.c masters in the service taken. The proportion of sucfi 
to navy-bred officers being about one hundred to five ; and in tlie generality 
of ships of war, tliese are the only persons wlio really navigate them ; and 
certainly those who are always called upon in a dilTiculc navigation. 

I ftm much inclined to think, that had the discipline on hoard ships of war 
been continued (without any animadversions in the House of Commons on 
the subject) in the h^iods of naval bred oflTjccrs, until the conclusion of 
th& war, that therC would have been as many spare ears and noses to 
be found, as at the conclusion of the American war of Independence. 

Mr. Urquliart appears to have been better acquainted .with the articles of 
war, and the printed in<>truction for naval olhcers than the replicant; or he 
would not have stigmatized *the former for attempting to bring the 
Salisbury's advertisement for men into notice. The llrst article of war, 
visits with the sentence of a court martial, all .profane oatlis, cursings, 
execrations, drunkenness, uncleanness, and other scandalous actions. The 
printed instructions say, that when ships are in port and it can be con- 
veniently dofte, that the men may have thiir wives on board; hut the 
ship is not to he too much pestered even with them. How Mr. [Jrquhart 
gained his knowledge 1 know nut, nor have I a right to ask; but that he is 
correct in, h'S assertion, is a fact that cannot be subverted ; that it is a direct 
violaticjn of all rules of good morals; order, dnd discipline; in as much as it 
is contrary to the articles of war, and the general printed instruciions: and 
no person will dtfny, that the advertisement is a deviation from moral 
propriety. Permitting women to come on hoard is another consideration, 
but surely no person who has the least title to the character of a 7Noral man, 
can advocate such a public advertisement. 

There are few nicrf but will agree with Mr. Urquliart, that seamen 
should be allowed all the advantages possible on board ships of war: but [ 
cannot agree with the replicant, that drunkenness is an advantage ; and 
wc know from the very habits of seamen, that they set a very high value 
upon this: liberty to get drunk, 1 am sorry to say, is considered to be an 
indulgence; or why grant what is called liberty liquor; which liberty is 
productive of more punishment, than any oilier species of what is termed, 
crime in the service. Seamen also set a high value upon personal liberty, 
and according to the replicant's mode of reasoning, they should certainly 
be highly indulged in this; but that would be too consistent for this 
advocate of the liberty to impress. I most sincerely wish, that he may 
have a specimen of the cruelty and degradation, which many have suOered 
under Impressment : that he may some day bb torn from bis wile and 
family, after returning from a long voyage (if he is a scamarr) that he may 
be kept for such a Ungth of time, that all his prospects in life may be 
blasted: and at the expiration orihi^, he may be turned loose upon the 
woA^to seek a livelihood : he will then know, and /cel the hardships of 
Impressment, and flR’liaps complain in vain. 

I envy nut that man's feelings, who can from whatever reason support 
tliis brutal system ; may every advocate for it in addition to tlie above dis- 
advantages, be forced to associate with the- sweepings of gaols, and the 
refuse of the gallows* Such unfortunately, is the situation of the man, who 
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iias committed the crime of being a regular bred seftmnn. Shame on those, 
^vho could thu8F compel tlie honest man to associate uith the Miief, and iho 
uncoiivicred though Ptispcctcd iiiiirdcrcr; can we be any longer surprised 
that scanieii lose their goo t cliaractcTS in ships of uar, and become that 
which they are stigmatized with, in the pages of the Reply. "That 
Mr. Urquhart ii right in a««sertiiig sometliing in our niaraiime code, to be 
radically wrong, cannot be refuted: tie great scancity of seamen at this 
time most folly prove the fact, as many merchant shifii have been detarned. 
In the river latterly, (hir)ugh want of seamen capable to navigate them, 
although the wages have advanced from 40s. per month to 53s. for regular 
bred seamen. This latter circumstance is another pfoof of the wnntcm tnis- 
representaiioii of the replicant, hy hi^ assertion in the S7th page of his Reply. 

At present, I will wind up by ohsersifig, that this redoubtable vindicator 
of an insupportable system, (Ins calumniator of a much more moral man 
(even from Ins own shew'ing) than hims If ; has not in one specific instance 
answered Mr. Urquhart: lie does not indeed profess so to do, he only 
replies hut not to the subject matter of the leiters; they are written 
plainly and iiuclltgihiy, the reply vaguely and undefined. Will the 
replicant favor the public with his opinion upon the Impress service? will 
be represent the reason, or the justice, of forcing a seaman from his own 
employnieiit in the merchant^ sirvice^lo a shifi of war.? and if‘ there is not 
as good rcacon, alid as inucli justice in the measure, to impress landsmen, 
carpentcis, smiths, hlockmakers, sailniakeis, and gunsmiths: in fact, men of 
all trades coMiiected with shipping; who are as much watHed, and without 
whom, he allows the duties of a ship cannot be can led on: he wants hut 
one tinrd or even one sixth seamen; they could anci would-be easi/y 
vaise«h if proper encouragement was held out ; without resorting to the 
arbitrary measure of Impressment. 

Marines arc raised by voluiitccriiig, landsmen the same : if be will give a 
renPon why the Impress should be more necessary in \he naval than in the 
military service, I shall feel obliged ; and as he has firomised to keep 
up the control ersy, tfie seamen of this country will be obliged to him 
likewise: it is from such discussion, that their ciiiaiici[)ation w'lil arise. 

I will now lake my leave by asking the replicant one question, what 
would be (he result of impressing men for the army? that Mr. Urquhart 
deserves well of his country, fur the open candid manner in which he has 
offered his opinions, few men will deny; he could have wilttcn in thc^tiine 
of war, when the sufferings of himse lf and family \vc*re :iggrava«ed in an 
extraoi dinary degree, hy the brutal conduct of those employed in the 
Impress service, lie, long ere this, could have formed a society •to petition 
Parliament against such arbitrary and unconstitutional measures : hut if I 
am correctly informed, he is a man who rigidly adheres to the laws of 
his country, .and would prefef to carry conviction to the minds of those 
persons, who (from their official situations) ought to find a remedy for this 
great evil. It is my most sincere wish, that he wr-ill come forward and 
promote a society for the purpose; this there is no doubt, wiUrestoic 
seamen to the rights of their fellow subjects. 1 am. Sir, 11 our's. 
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Nichola MoiCf St. Domingo. 

S T. DOMINGO, of uhirli tl»e annexed plate is a partial view, is the 
^ lai'irest dI* the Anti^Les »r Caribbec Islands; and is in extent about 420 
miles from east to west, and 120 in breadth from north to south. This 
fsland «ns rlieearlieot sertlernent of the Spaniards in the New World, and 
in which the tuni saern fames produced the most bitockmj; barbarities 
toward ibe ori^iiial inhabitants, iwho iivhe year 1402, when the island was 
discovered l»y Columbus, were in number 2,000,000, and in 1545 scarcely 
150remaiiKd! having been all exterminated, because the mines were cx* 
hnusted. To supply the deficiency of hands to dift for Rold, the African 
Slave Trade was commenced, but the mines on the continent were so iin- 
mcruus and ricli, that those on the island havini* become no longer of 
importviiice, the slaves were employed in hubbandry. Soon after the 
middle of the 16tli century, the mother country drew annually from this 
ten millions^ weight of sugar, besides great quantities of wood for 
flying, tobacco, cocon, cassia, ginger, cotton, &c. But live immense for- 
tunes raised in Mexico induced the richest of the inhahit'^ots in the island 
to quit it for the more alluring prospects of the continent, and from the 
preiious depopulation of the island, it was rendered so defencelesb, that 
eiic became the ficquent prey of the enemies of Spain; and in the year 
1(397 a part of it was yieldeif to the rreiich. 

Tlie rnrwn is built in the Spanish manner, with a great square in the 
middle of it ; about which arc the cathedral, and other public buUdingb. 
}'rom this square the principal strc'Cts run in a direct line, crossed by 
f>lher> at right angles, 'liie country on the north and east side is plcasaiit 
and fruitful, and there is a large navigable river to the west, with the 
ocean on tiie south. It is seated uu the river Ozema. West lung. 60^* 30'. 
North lat. 18'’ 25'. 

The French part of the i;ilaitd, previons to the Revolution, was governed 
by an ofiicer called the Intcr.daut, and a Goveiiior-genernl, both tioniinatcd 
by the crown, and ini’csicd with authority for three years. But at the 
same time tliat the revolutionary piinciples of Liberty burst out in France, 
they spread to tlic West Indies, and in France an Association was formed, 
culling itself yimis Noirs^ by whom the inlinbituiits of Hispaniola were 
instructed in the French Pliiiosopby of the Rights of Man. Discontent 
succeeded, and independence was demanded of the mother country— -which 
ill a L'ori^idernhle degree was granted to the whites— hut the example 
cperuling on the blacks, they also insisted on it, and the jifftis de Noirs 
excited them to rebellion. A person of the name of Oge, residing at Paris,, 
w ns persuaded to go to St. Domingo, and place himself at the head of tiie 
blacks. But the French government, apprized of his purpose, ^nt out liis 
portrait before him. He, however, collected, about 200 men of colour^ 
and published a xnanifesto, demanding that the privileges of tlie whitca 
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sliould be grunted to all persons, without distinction, and all the 
and all the blacks, who refused to join them, were massacred, wlu rrvcr 
tbejf fell ill with them ; they were ut length overpowered by the regular 
troops, and their leader was put to death. 

This happened in the year 1790 ; and on the morning of the Cod A*igu8t, 
IT'OI, the town of the Cape was alarmed by a fresh revolt. At Acul, the 
parish where this second revolt had broken out} the whites hnd been 
butchered without distuictiiMi ; and the rebels proceeded from parish, 
to parish, putting ail to death, and burning tite cnnc^elHs. In the space 
of two months, upwards of 2,000 whites perished; and of die insurgcnis, 
by famine, the sword, and the executioner upwards of 10,000. 

Commissioners at different times,* and of different principles, wore sent 
out hy the French government uiidtf its ^various factions, hut without 
effecting the peace of the colony, and after repeated mnssacres, and one- 
half the town being consumed hy hre, the island was lost to the moriier 
country, and Touissaiiic L*(>nvcrture converted it into an indepcMideiiL 
republic, which he continued to govern until the peace of 1001. On that 
event taking place, an expedition was projected hy Buonaparte, fur the 
recovery of St. Domingo, and an army was sent out under the commaiul of 
(/Ciierul Lc Clerc-: after se\-eral actions obstinately in.'arunined hy 
the blacks, Touissaint, liy tnUgnificera promises, was iiuhiced to put iiiiti- 
«clf into the han7h> of the iTench genciul ; soon after which he was stript of 
his property, and sent prisoner to rrance, wlicre he did not long live to 
legret hisocnifidoiioc in his captors. ^ 

Our limits will not admit a relation of the sul»scqiicnt events, of tlie 
failure of the expedition, and the contests between t!ic rival chiefs, Pciirin 
and Ciiristophe — wc shall llicrefnre conclude this Article with the following 
recent intelligence of the death of Petion. “ Some lime since, this Princo 
was authorised by his Senate to appoint ids successor, and he numinaud 
General Boyer. Petion is said to have starved himscirto death ; the cause 
is yet a mystery, but he had frequently been heard to say that !ie wished 
liimself dead; for that, with ail his study to render the people happy atid 
prosperous, some were still dissatisfied, and made his life a lormeiii. lie 
was buried at PorNuu- Prince, amidst the public lamentations for a wan who 
was beloved for his aUs of charity and benevolence.” 
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£Conli§ued from page o22.] 

E very day seemed to iiicrcc'ise my stability, when the affair of S Xi- 
vose, proved me placed upon a volcano. Tiiis conspiracy w,is 
unexpected,^ and is the only ono which the police did not frustrate before 
its purpose was pul in cxccutipn. But it had no confidents, und was tlicie^ 
fojc cd'ccluul. 
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I csciiped by miracle ; and the concern expressed for me was an ample 
compensation. The time of the conspiracy was very ill chor»en, for at this 
period France was not prepared to receive the Bourbons. 

An investigation was institii;ed respecting the oonspir.itors, and F can- 
didly declare that 1 then only accused some ignoble 6i‘iJtuses. When 
crimes are the object of scrutiny, it is to such we arc always iticiiiie d to at- 
tribute them. I was therefore astonished when, in the process of the 
examinations, it was proved that, to the Royalists alone, were some indivi- 
duals in rue St. Nicaise ohliged, for having been sent up into tiie air. 

I considered the Royalists as men of humanity— they having accused us 
of being the reverse; nnd.thought them especially incapable of that auda- 
city and petulance which such a project indicated. 

The Royalists, who had been absolutely forgotten since the paciHcatic^n 
of La Vendee, began then to re-appear in the political horizon. It was 
the natural consequence of the progress of my authority. I had re-estab- 
lished the kingdom, and that was in effect to place myself in a situation 
to be hunted through its provinces. 

They knew very well tliat my monarchy had no relation to theirs. Mine 
was founded on facts — theirs on rights. Theirs was, founded only on cus- 
tom and habits; mine gave no importance to them— mine marched with 
the genius of the age ; theirs laboured to arrest it. ,r 

Ttie Republicans, contemplating the circumstances which had raised iqe 
so high, were terror-struck, and dreaded the use which I might make of the 
grt’at power I possessed. They feared that I should re-organize an old king- 
dom Jiiy the aid of niy army $ and the Royalists promoted such rumours, 
wishing to hold me up tA the public eye as an exact representative, or imi- 
tator of the ancient monnrehs. Others of the Royalists, more polite, 
spread it about as a secret, that I meant to play the part ofMonk, and that 
I was only endeavouring to restore mnnnrchy in order to make a present of 
it to the Bourbons, when the opportunity should offer of doing so. 

Weak minds who knew not my strength, gave car to these reports. The 
Royalist party believed it, ami discrediting me with the people and the 
army, began to excite doubts of my adliewon to tiieir cause. I could not 
suffer such opinions to spread, because they tended to disunite us. It was 
tlicrcfurc necessary to undeceive France, and the Royalists of Europe, th;^ 
ail might know what they had to expect from me. 

Petty persecutions for words never produce any good effects, because 
it does not attack the mischief at the root. Besides, this expedient was 
impossible in an age of solicitations and promises, and in which the 
banishment of a single ^voman threw France iino a state of agitation and 
disturbance. 

Unfortunately for me, there occurred 'at this decisive moment one 
of those casual circumstances which overthrow the best resolutions. Tlic 
police detected some petty , intrigues of the Royalists, which hud their focus 
on the other side of the Rhine, and in which an august personage was im- 
plicated. All the circumstances of this event squared exactly with those 
which induced me to attempt a state manoeuvre. The destruction of the 
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Duke d'l^tghien oettfed tbe.question which agitated Prance ; it also amply 
explained mydncentions, therefore 1 ordered it. 

A man of much- spirit and understanding, and who was capable of 
judging ill this affair, says, speuking of this attempt, that in it there was 
something more than crime — there was error. But, with the pardomof ttiis 
personage, I say that it w'rs a crime, but not an error. I very well know 
the value of words. The offence of that unfortunate prince w'as liiniicd to 
paltry intrigues with some old baronesses of Strasburgli. These intrigues 
were well watched, and neither dangerous to France nor me. He died the 
victim of policy, and of an extraordinary concurrence of circumstances. 
His death was, theiefore, not an error, for all \he consequences which I 
foresaw happened. • • 

War had commenced again with England, because it is impossible fur 
her to remain long in ^ state of peace. fhe territory of England is even 
now very small fur her population, and it is therefore necessary to her that 
she should live on tVie monopoly of the four-quarters of the world. It is 
war only that gites this monopoly to the English, by giving her the right to 
destroy all on the sea. It is her only security. 

This was a lingering war, for want of fields of battle. England found 
herself obliged to like the Contiiienr,— -but for that, time wa^ necessary ; 
without which there are luf crops. «Austria had suffered such disasters 
that her niinistel's, however great their desire of money, dared nut imme- 
diately to propose war. Prussia fattened on her ueaitrality ; and Russia 
had had a fatal taste of war in Switzerland. Italy and Spain, with very 
few exceptions, had adopted my system. • 

Under these circumstances, I conceived the projeat of a descent uii 
England as the best expedient which I could then adopt, but without any 
intention of realizing it, from a convictum that it must fail. Thv! descent 
was very [lusbiblc— but not so the retreat. There was not an Englishman 
who would not have armed to support the honour o>r his country ; and ns 
the French army could not have received any augmentation, it must hiially 
have been annihilated, or compelled to capitulate. 1 had effected a 
disembarkation in Egypt, but a disembarkation in London was a much 
greater ribk. 

But as menaces cost me nothing, and 1 had not then any employment 
^Vir my troops, I thought I might as well garrison them on the coasts as any 
where else. It obliged Engiaiid to raise armaments and other means 
of defence, which drew largely on her finances, and I consequently ob- 
Cuined some advantage. 

. On the diiicr hand, a conspiracy was organized against me^ which I at- 
tributed to the emigrant (kinces; for it was truly fo^aL They put in action 
thousands of conspirators, by which means 1 became the sooner acquainted 
with it— ni.y spies were so trigilant, that they informed me of the whole 
plot within four>and- twenty hours. 

As I was desirous of punishing these individuals, who, in de fiance of the 
laws, huin\p and divine, had contrived the ruin of the state, 1 was obligrd 
to suspend theairesiof them until I had obtained against them a 
sum of proofs as might leave no doubt of their guilt. 

jaab. (Cljron. Vol, XXXIX. 3 r 
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PicKe^ii waft at tlie li^d of tliis tontpirBey. Tbit fMOi w^io^bad mort 
courage than ulent, wisbed' to fUay the pare of Mank-«the part sntlod tu 
stature. 

These projects gave roe no coficern, not only becaose I knew bow far 
they <XHild go, hue also because 1 knew that they were at variance with 
the public sentiment. Had the Royaiisu succeeded in their project of aso 
sassmaiing me« they would not have been advanced by ia^things were aet 
ystt rrpe for cbeui. ' 

X knew also that Morean was connected with this conspiracy-— which I 
oonsidered as a circumstance rather more serious, becwise he was very 
popular. I had endeavoured to bring him over to my side, but his repuu- 
tton was so high, that we could not livd in harmony. I could not be all« 
unless he were nothing. It wa^ necessary to resort to some mode of sepa- 
ration, and he found it. <. 

ft was generally reported that 1 was jealous of him : I was a little so— 
but lie was greatly so of me ft nn d with good reason. I esteemed him, for 
he was a good soldier; hut as be had for his friends all who hated me, and 
they were innumerable, liad he been executed, they would have extolled 
him as a hero— ft was my wi»h that they should know him as he in reality 
was— a nobody.* > 

The ocher culprits demanded less considcraf'on. They were all couspi- 
ratnrs by habit, and it appeared to me necessary that France should ()e 
purged of them— il accordingly did so, and thus put an end to conspi- 
racies. ^ 

/All in Paris uho had any influence took so great an interest in tlie fate 
of these culprits, ckat 1 found myself importuiied cn sill siiles with solicita- 
tions of pardui) for them ; and I bad the weakness to order some to state 
prisonSf instcud of consigning them t«* execution by (be hands of justice. 

1 confess that even now 1 repent this kind of lenity ; it is in a suvereii^u 
o reprehensible weaknt'ss, whose sole duty to lite state consists in inuking 
the laws observed. Ail connivance at crime, renders the ruler criminal. 
The right of paidoiiing should never be exercised toward criminals, it should 
he coiLfiried to urifortonate cases, where conscience absolvcsj although ilifs 
law condemns. 

fhehegru was found strangled in his room, and ft was reported, by my 
Older, although I took no part in that extraordinary event ; nor had 1 any 
leason to sci-een him from the due course and execution of justice. He 
was an bi tter than the others, and 1 had a tribunal to judge, and soldiers 
t>> shoot him. I never did any thing uselessly in niy life. 

My authority was sirengilieued by the conspiracies which threatened it. 
Tliere was nothing in France ripe or ready fhr a counter-revolution. 
Aware that rhe inacliinatiuns of the* royalists tended to involve her in 
anarchy and civil war, France placed all lier\iopes on me, as on the only 
man capable of protecting her from those scourges which she contemydated 
wiyi horror. Slio desired to sleep under the shade of my ftword. The 
public wish (history will not belie me) called me to reign over her. 



* He wB!i ii Itrast a good soldier. — T rans. 
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file Rc^blieen form could not endure ; for Miftoblics are iwrer formed 
oF decrepid monarchies. What France desired was, her gFeelnesSk, To 
sopport tiie fnbrtc ef her greatness, it was necessary tliat tbo factions 
should be annihilated— the work of revolution consolidated-- and to 
is fur ever the limits of the state. 1 was the only one wtio prfimised 
France tfie accomplishment of these things. France was desivoos that i 
should reign over her. 

The title of King was not eligible, because it was^a title very common, 
and associated with familiar idens. It was expedient that my title sliouid 
he new, to suit with the nature of my power. As I was not the betr of tim 
Bourbons, it wns necessary that I should be saucb greater than tliey> lo 
establish mvself on their throne. T took the name of Emperor, because, it 
was gruitf*r, and more decisive. * ^ 

Noicr was there a revolution so tranquil, as that which overturned this 
Republic, the formation of which had caused so much blood to flow. Ab io 
fact the tiling was the same, changing only^ the name, the Republicans 
were not alarmed at seeing it transformed into an empire. Revolaliuus 
which do not affect the interests and fortunes of individuals, are always 
quiet. * 

The revolution now completed, was firmly consolidated iftider a penna- 
nent dynasty, ^he Repuhfic had dhne no more than substitute new opi- 
nions for old ones ; the empire guaranteed interests with opinions. These 
iaiefests were those of an immense rflajority*^the insmutinns of the empire 
gufirariteed also Erpinlity. The Democracy existed dtjarto et dejurfi; 
n had restrained liberty, and it was necessary that liberty should die 
restrained, because it is always dangerous in critical times. Besides, 
liberty is only *)Crvicenble to the higher classes of the nation, equality 
useful to tiie whole world. It was therefore titat my power always bore h 
popular character, even in tiie time of those reverses which afBicied 
France, 

My authority did not, as the old monarchies, rest upon a monstrous 
gradation of ranks, and intermediate bodies— >it was immediate, and 
self supported. There wns in the empire no distinction between lite 
and tlic nation, in which all were et^ally eligible to the performance uf 
pnblic duties. Farty wns no obstacle to any one— the privilege of access 
was universal in tlie state— and bence I deriverl my strength. 

Tliis systfin was not of my invention, it sprung from the ruins pf the 
Bastille— it was a natural consequence of the civilization and customs which 
time had given to Europe. This sysrepr, as often us its destruction was 
r:ttemptrd, maintained itself by the mere nature of things, which always 
terminnies ill occupying tlie placq of force. * ^ 

This force certainty did not then exist in the nobility ; as it bad consented 
that the Tkrs Elat should take up arms, and did not desire to be the only 
miiftia of tlie state. 

It did not then exist in the clergy ; as the people less iufiuenced by reli- 
gious nothins began to reason. It did nut exist io the governments ; for 
the nobility dnd clergy wei% not in circumstances to exercise the functions 
of Mipporting the throne. It existed not in prejudices, and ancient habit 
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foi the people had seen the futility of tliese habits and prejudicds. Difiso- 
lutioQ existed in the sooral body {ong* before the RevolutH)n, from their 
Mng no relation between wordtfaiili things. The mist of prejudices being 
teraoiFed, had 'SbeWn;ic(eBriy th^ origin of power, and its weakness being 
disco^ered^ . k JeU At Aie. first attack. 

It was necessary to re>establi6h Authority upon a plan entirely new, 
independriit of prejudice and ancient customs, and of that blindness which 
bears the name of faiih. As it inherited no rights of any kind, it must be 
totally //e yi/Wo, .and constituted solely in strength. 

I came not to the thrrme as an heir of ancient dynasties, to fill it Iran* 
.quilly, supported hy the influence of ancient ha Ivits and illusions, but firimy 
to establish institutions which the people desired ; to render the laws con- 
sistent wiih tlieir manners, and to iiVakc France terrible, in order to main- 
tain her independence. 

It was not long before I had occasion to realize my projects. £nglaiid 
was weary of looking at my troops extended along the coasts, and wishing 
to be rid of this einbarrassinctit, by her money- purchased allies on the 
continent. 

At the same time the ancient dynasties were alarmed at sieing me on 
the throne«>'and although they treated me with some respect, they well 
knew that 1 was not of their class; 'and iliatM reigned only by virtue of a 
system which had destroyed the altar that time had raised to them. My 
exaltation was equiualent to a revolutfon. 'I'he Empire menaced them as 
much as the Republic, or with this difiVicnce. that tiiey ft ared the Empire 
more than the Republic, inasmuch as it was ^^tnmgcr. Policy demanded 
that they should auack me as soon as possible, before I had acquired my 
full strength. 

The probable effects of the struggle winch was about to take place were 
of the greatest interest to me ; for besides that it would ascertain the 
degree of hatred which the sovereigns bore me, it would enable me to 
distinguish 'those who, through fear, might resolve to connect themselves 
with the system of the Empire, from thoae who would prefer destruction 
to such an alliance. This struggle would produce new political coinbinn- 
. lions in Europe, and I should etcher succumb or be the nrbittr of nations. 

I had reunited Piedmont to France, ’"'^because I wished the Empire to extend 
to Lombardy. They accused me of ambition, and iny proceeding as un 
encroachment, armed immediately for combat, and made this union the 
signal for action. The battle couhl not be decided without much blood- 
shed. The Austrians assembled a^l their forces, and the Russians were 
resolved to^oiii them. 

The young Alexanderliad ascended the throne, and as the sons delight 
in doing the contrary of that which their fathers have done, he declared 
war against me, because his father had made peace. It was not my inten- 
tion then to make war with Russia, because her turn was not yet arrived ; 
but the women and bis courtiers persuaded the Emperor to war, and he 
declared k. They imagined thmselvcs only doing that which afi approved, 
for my name was detested in all societies, and they connoenoedf without, 
knowing it, the system to which Russia will owe her greatness. 






PLME 510U 


405 


Tlie coaKtlbn never opened t caro^gn so >nedW/ The Austriani thought 
t» aurpriie me* but they/VMind d>amMlvfe4 witjAea. They invaded 
fiavaria without waidhg the arrival RuMiane, apd advanced by 

forced emay ^ 

Bo a laype t c ff atea d Fraaoet nnd pastea tiie %i||Si|prgh. ^li^van- 

guard encountered the Auatrians at Ulna, where it drove them back. I 
marched rapidly upon Vieiiiia# and entered it without oppoakioii. The 
Austrian general forgot to burn the bridges on t bar Danube, by which I 
crossed that river. I should notwithstepding have passed I should* 
uot have reached Moravia so soon. 

The remains of the Austrian army took refuge under thel ensigns of 
Russia, which then began^to appegf* The enemy wished to make a stand 
at Austeilitz, but was beaten. TheTthsiiaqs retired in good order, leaving 
me Master bf Austria. * * ( 

fib be contiuttedj^ 


PLATE 610. , 

Cor$ka, 1 

( CORSICA it situated in that part df the Mediterniuein which was 
^ anciently called the Sea of Ufeuria, and in length frdm north to south 
is said by IHiny to be aVmt 150 miles, and i|f its bro4d(^ pari 50, thou^ 
more modern calculators assert its length about 80, and bread ili 40. Its 
ancient inhabitants were the Phocensea, and to them succeeded the 
Ligurians and Hispani ; afterwards two Homan colonies wercmi^abli^hed in 
tlie island by Marius end Sylla^ It is separated on the south fr an Sar- 
dinia by a narrow Strait, called according to PKuy Tapper, w Fossa, about 
seven miles broad. 

In the beginning of the fomteenth century, the Genoese got possession 
of tlic island, and governed it for upwards ol‘ foi|r centuries with the most 
arbitrary rigour, which the Corsicans at Various periods indignantly and 
strenuously resisted. In the b^gioning of the yolar iTSC, Qatoii NieuhoflP, 
a German adventurer, conceived the idea of reudering bnnself sovereign ot' 
the island, and accordingly having procured at 1 unis money and arms, ho 
proceeded to Leghorn, from whence jbe Wme uo the Coisicaii chiefs, 
Giafferi and Paoli, offering to assist there in shaAbig off tlie Genoese yoke* 
if they would elect him sovereign... Tt{e CofUicaus agieed lo hl^ proposal, 
and in tlie spring of the year iySO, lie set sail, dud landed at Tavagna. 
His stately figure, and the Turkish dress he wore, gave him an imposing 
appearance, and his engaging inattners cdfiriluited their e**teee|, and gained 
their credit to his piausibie offevu. He brought with hnu about 1008 
sequins ol^Toois^ some arms and ammuUitiod, and held forth the most 
**eiieuneegiti|^ p fee M iei #5 ferd^u aiwitancet ik was ]MrQclaii8fi^ jung, aad 
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asBomed tho haihiti of tojal dignity# A manifesto was paUished by tbr 
Genoese against his issttr|nitio», to which ha replied witbahe dignity and 
calmness d' an cstabKshed monarcli. Several months 'Havinf thipeed^ 
without having pnidiiCed any external supports to his throne, aad pereeio- 
ing, #liat was a very natural consequence, a coolness on the part^ his 
subjects, he assembled the chiefs of the island, and avowed his determina- 
(km lo seek in person the aid he had so long expected. Jle accordingly 
settled no administrdtiou to act during his absence, and went to iioUafid^ 
where he bargained with some wealthy Jews for a supply of cannon and 
other wnriihe stores, to he sent under a supercargo ta Corsica, aiiddrith 
them in 1739 he returned. But in the meanwhile the Genoese, aided by 
the French, had gained so strong a footing in the island^ that although he 
threw in his supply of stores, he would not venture his person with them ; 
a price having hecn set on his head. • 

In the year 1743 he was made the tool of the British government to per- 
plex the Genoese. He revisited his kingdom, and published a manifesto, 
granting a pardon to all who should return to their obedience, and pro- 
fessed himself supported .by the King of Great Britain and tlie Queen of 
Hungary ; and he was in fact supplied by the Britisli government with money 
to purcha^c*^ ar>iis-«-hut a change in the ministry tool; place, his support 
failed, and he died in England in the year 1756, after/being long a pri- 
soner in the King*a Bench. 

In the year 1755, ** the Corsicans made another elTort for Independence, 
and Invited rnscM Pnoli, tlic son of one of their exiled generals, to take 
ijpoii himself tlie supreme command, and the struggle was maintained 
witli various success, utvtil 1764, when the Republic of Genoa entered into 
a Treaty with France, to aid her in the defence of the places she ihcii 
held, for four years; hut before the expiiation of that term, Pauli had got 
together a marine force, with which he greatly annoyed the Genoese trade, 
and took from the Republic the islninl ofCapraia. 

In 1767 the Genoese concluded anoi her Treaty wit!) the French King, by 
which the island of Corsica was ceded to him, on condition of putting them 
again in possession of Caprnia, and protecting tlicir trade against tlie 
cruixers of Barbary and Corsica. But as tlie country had been given up 
without the consent of the inhabitants, it cost the French neiir a twelve- 
month’s contest with the Corsicans, headed by Paoli, before they could 
get powessionof it, which was at last obtained by the bought treachery of 
some of the chiefs.* 

* Fu6li, and about 500 faithful assiAriatdi of his fortune, cut their way through 
a body of 4,000 of the enemy by night, and effected their escape to Leghorn in 
an English ship. His brother, with a party of about 300 more, arrived there 
in a few days after, in another English vessel. The fugitives were hospitably 
received every where; and Paoli having chosen England for the place of hia 
retreat, in the hope, as he said, of happier times, had an amplb pension settled 

i^poh hiiu by Uie King, as a reward of Ins bravery and patnotism. 
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In 1794 riic fovereignty of the islaift wa4 nniiexeil to the BritMh erown. 
Lord Hood^ in the month of Babramry tlint year, proceeded to Corsica, and 
foand it in a state of revolt against the authority of the Convention. On 
the lOtb the tower and garrison of Mc^tella surrendered. On the 17th, 
the tower of Torneli was abandoned by the republicans; and in two*dayf 
after, they e%'acuated St. Fiorenxa, and retreated to Bastia, where they 
made a most gallant defence against the united efforts of the Britisii fleet 
and army, joined by a considerable corps of Corsicafls, which Paofi had ^ 
cdllected and despatched thither. The republican garrison held out till the 
itineteenth of Mny^ when Lord Hood offered honourable terms to the com- 
mandant, Gentili, and on the twenty-fourth ilje garrison of Bnstia* marched 
out with the honours of war, and tife English took possession. The town 
ofCalvi only remained, which resisted ander^the brave Casabianca till the 
tenth of August, when die whole of Corsica was in subjection to the 
Bi'itish Crown. This annexation of sovereignty, however, did not exist 
long. The Corsicans became averse to it, and having again confederated 
with the French, the British Viceroy, Sir Gilbert Elliot, informed them that 
he should leave them to their former masters ; and on the fifteenth Oetc« 
ter, 1796, the British evacuated the island. 

Title air of Corsica is insalubrious, and the soil so strong and Wren, that 
except in some oCthc vallies, tiberc are icarcely any vegetable productions. 
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Narrative a Vaifa^e to Hudson" i lifiy in llis Majesty s Skip Rosnaiond, 
emfaming sme Account of the North-Eastern Coast of America, and y 
the Tribes inhabiting that remote Region, By Lieutenant Enwa^u 
CnAFPELL, ILN". London : J. MawiTi.in, Ludgate-street. 1818. 

[Concluded from page 3a!4.] 

** A FTER all that has been said respecting the erroneous state of even the 
Admiralty Charts for the Northern Seas, yet 1 do not imagine that 
tlie smallest imputation of neglect can be charged to government upon 
that atpount. It has never yet been thought an object of sufficient 
nationai importance, to ^vHr^aQt an expenditure of the public money 
towards defraying the great expense that*must necessarily be incurred in 
surveying (liorouglily those .frozen coasts^ which bprder upon fiavis* and 
Hudson's Straits. The Greenland fnarkiers are notorious for paying so 
little regard to the situation of die places they visit, that they are incopabie 
of giving any correct information : and the officers of. tfie Hudson’s Bay ships 
tiave a motive in concealing the knowledge which they actually possess : 
this I shall nqtice more fully hereafter.” 

* For a view i>f Bastia> see N. C. vol. ii. 
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Oo the 31 it of July/ they reache# Cape Saddle-back, ,wheK thej eer# 

iduted \)j the Esquimaili, whom the author thus detcidbte 

I must, for a time, quit the ship and her proceedings, to describe Uie 
apperprance, manners, and Customaof this singular race, who jnhabic Uje 
shores ofHudson^ and Davis' Straits, the northern part of Hudson’s Bsiy, 
>otid both j|ple$ of the vast peninsula of Labrador. Upon the first intelli- 
of the approach of the natives, I immediately jumppd out* of bed,' 
' auti ran upon deck ; where, on my arrival, the most discordant shouts and 
cries assailed my ears. Alongside the ship were paddling a large assem- 
hlt^e of canoes, of thq most curious construction: these were built ofh 
Wd^en frame- work of the lightest materials, covered with oiled seal- skill, 
with the hair scraped off ; the skin being sewed over the frame with the 
roost astonishing exactness, and as ’tight as parchment upon the head of a 
drum'. But the most surprising peculiarity of thh canoes was, tlieir beirig 
twenty-two feet long, and only two feet wide. There was but one opening 
in the centre, sufficiently targe to ndmit the entrance of a man ; and out of 
this hole projected the body of the Esquimaux, visible only from the ribs 
Inwards, llie paddle is held in the hand, by the middle; and it has 
a Olade at each end, curiously veneered at the edges, witli slips of a sca- 
unicorn^s liorn. On the top of the canoe were fastened strips of sea-horses' 
iiidd, to confine the lance and liarffhon ; and behind tha*^ Esquimaux were 
large lumps of whale blubber, for the purposes of barter. These canoes 
are only capable of containing one person, for any useful purpose; the 
slightest incliiialion of the body, on either side, will inevitably overturn 
vhem ; yet in these frail barks will the Esquimaux smile at the roughest 
sea; and in smooth water they cun, with ease, travel seven miles an hour. 

Whilst I was still busily employed in making my remarks on 
oanpes of the male Indians, a large open boat arrived, containing about 
twenty women, besides many children. This last boat was steered by a 
very old man, with a paddle: he was the only male adult amongst them. 
Tlie women pulled with oars, having a very broad wash at the extremity ; 
and they cheerfully kept time to the tunp of a song, in which they aU 
joined. The boat was built of the same materials as the canoes ; that is to 
say, a frame-work covered with oiled seal-skins ; hut differed, in ^baing 
shaped more after the European boats ; also, in having a sqpare sail made 
of seat-skins, with the hair taken off; and owing to this difference,, ^he 
Hudson's Bay tiaders have distinguished these boats by the.name of Lttg 
Boats ; altliough they never attempt to use the sail, except with a fair wind. 
It is difficult to give an adequate 'idea of the delight expressed jbythe^e poor 
creatures/ on reaching the ship^ ; they jumped, shouted, danced»;;Uud 
tang* to express their joy. AniL her^ it should be observed, . tliat the 
arriva] of the ships is considered by the Esqiymaux as a sort of animal faic^ 
tjheir little inaiiufHCtiires of dresses, spears, &c. pre .resdrve$l, fdf dip 
expected jubilee ; and* when, after long watching, they at last catch a 
glimpse of the approaching vessels, their exultation knows no bounds. 

M The mala FsqttiimmE have rather a prepossessing physihgnomy, But 
wiHi'very high cheek bORe^ broAd forebeadSi (tnd small eyeft, rathef^ far- 
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thfel* apjjrt nxi.J^npfpexmt the of. 

dlraWo togetli^r so that none of the w|iite is to be s^en f, their ipquthi 
We^triSi^/niid their IrMte 4 hll i^guluV: the cbitjj^exion is a ^ 4 usk]|r 
^Ikery blit eo^e of ihe young Borneo neve h kittle colour bursting' 
ttfii iiaritrthit"; Che noses of the inen are rather daitened^ biit^ those ihe 
wbifien^ lire sbinetilhes eveh prominent. The males are, generally speak- 
heCWeeO^li^ feOt fire fitches and frve‘'feet eigh( leches'hi^b; bmypaAfI 
ijhsoad shoOtdered; biic do not appear fo^ possess much muscular strengfhj 
The flesh of all the Eliquilrnauii fceli^ sof^ and flabby, \vlnch inaybe lui:f> 
buted to the ^ntrt nr^ of thcFr food. But the ifiost^surprising peculiaj^ty of 
this people is the Uniatlhess of their Haitds and febt ; which* is iiof 'dccA- 
^ooed, as in China;' by compression, per by any other artificial ineAns, as 
their boots And gloves are made large,' anef of soft scbV-sitiii. , To their 
jprintiniial employ htelit tn canoes Oil the water, nod to (lie dUing poslurb 
tliey are thus OMiged to preserve, perhiips theVr djininutive feet mij^t u 
AsOribed but when We reflect on the laborious life they mast necessarily 
lead; and yet find that their hands are equally small with th^ir fbet, it will 
naturally lead us to the conclusion, thdt the same intense cold ivhlSbIi 
restricts vegetation to the fornix of ciecping shrubs, has Also lis yflget upon 
sbegroiK^tirof iiiankiiid, prev^tliig th^extrernities frgni attaining their dob 
firopiirtion. * * ' ' ' , 

Tlic chin, dieek-bones, and forehead, among the w^rnen, nre tattooed; 
and this operation is performed among the £^squiinnux byjn icking through 
the skin with some sharp instrumcnly and rubbing ashes into the wound,; 
as tte marks are not deep, their appearance is not,disagreefible« t 
imagine that the tattooing does not take place uiftil the female arrives ac 
the age of puberty, because the youngest girls were without any^u^h 
tnUiks. None of the men undergo the operation ; hut they have a few 
strag^ing hairs on the chin and upper lip, wliilc the women carefully 
remove them from every part of the body, excepting the head, .where they 
have a lock on each temple, neatly braided, and hound with a thong of 
hide. On the back of the head, the hair is turned Up, much after^the 
fashion of the English ladies* I hope the latter will hot he offended at the 
comparison. 

** After having gone so far in a descriptioii of their persons, peilmpA 
their diet ought not to be overlooked ; beenuse^it has bren before i^oticedj^ 
that the relaxed state of their flesh, and the sallow hue of , their ,.con> 
plekiorts, ittay In a great measure be ascribed to the natuire of theil* food* 
Ai they Icem to devour every thing raw, u has been cpnjectu red that ijify, 
are tmacquainted with the use of Are ; . but . this U tiot true, f abserm'^ 
neaf ofle of their huts, a circle of 1008/^10061, contalniri^ the asltes pf ii 
rmmly extfi^uishbd fire, aiid% stone kettfe standing ii^on it: * also, in, a. 
hut, 1 SAW a]paU of vegetables, resembling spinach, which had been boil^ec^ 


* Mr^Jlea^, in his jatnuey tethe mouth of tlia. Cg ppys fc iiwH Ma^iltrer,^ ol»* 
tervesk that the Esquimaux, on fb* ^eakoast toihe,,avvthwAtth'Usdti^'M^’”^*'^i^ 
of iapii oUarU, 

pat.Cljrom Voi^ XXXIX* s a 
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into ^ connitnnc^ of pane** Yet, i(f^r ^ it tf no losi t^at an 
^immux fTolera all |e!|b ri|w« to proof of ^is it m<}jf h(^ 

fhe comoMndjer of t^o JE^il^atonay a HadaoiiVBa^ alpfb * 

•^a-galL M Ifai^aQ aigpn tbat m wishod folr the tard : npmcfiat^l 
on rooemflg it, he Mcked away the bl^ that flowed from its ttohth^ 
theOi bastdjr fdficking off the feathers^ he instantly ^ispati;|^ I’ho l^y« 
aalraiU^ &c. with the roost sjirprising roracit). The knowlS^gjO whi^ii the 
l>|if»iiaux posseiss fif the use of Arc, is observable iii the iiiffiduit^ with 
w bich fhey translorip iron nails, boop^ &c. into heads for their arrows^ 
apeace, and harpoons. |4ay their fondness for nu flesb^ihove arisen 

from die faam/ly ^liSfae/ f was not a bU o^ wood to ^ fo<in4 on 

that part of the coast where I landed. 

^ We made many attemptato induce the natives to partake of our fpoi;!, 
At breakfa^ti we placed an £s<}uimaua at table, and oCRsred bmi eiery sper 
ciesof food the ship could a£brd. lie tasted every thii^g^ fayt, with % 
In90a44euah, lie was eore to ^ect whatsoever he tasted, over oui; phi$^s, 
and open the table cloth. The only thina they pould be Induced to swal- 
low was apieOe of hog's (ard , and f»f this they all pat cook with avidity. 
Above all, they appeared to have the greatest aversion from sugar and 
•alt. 

In their dealings, they maniTeSAed a sfifauge mixtuie of honesty and 
fraud. At one moment i observed an Esquimaux striving, with all his 
tnighU to convey iiko a sailor's baud the article for which he had already 
received his eijuivalenc , and, in ten minutes afterwards, I detected the 
same man m an«dudeavour to cut the hinder buttons fiom my own coat. 
They value miah more than any other arlicle of barter, and iron most ol 
all. As a spei.iiiien of (he relative articles of traffic, 1 ^sball briefly insert 
the pnees which t paid for some little cunosiues , viz. * ^ 


** A sealVskin hooded frock, quite new, foi a ktijife. 


A sears skm p^ir ot breeches needle* 

Seal’s-skin boots mw« 


A pair of wooden spectacles, or rather 
shades, used by the Esquimaux lo de* 
fend their eyes ijgamst the dazzling re- 
flection of the sun fi om the ice ..... . 


' 

► 


A pair of white feather gloves 
. A fii»hiog lunce or spear .... 


one bullet 

two buttons, 
file. 


^ Tbey^bave a strange custom of hcking with< tlicir tpngue eie^y thing 
tlwIeiMoettuiio tbeir pussessioiu either by bartor or othorwifc , ant) they 
<miMati4l|y ihf act eoasudlpr au articte a| their property until it has nnderg^que 
Ib«lfopeni|i0ia 9j/m eaqmrmentel gnvp to a young girl* luflf a cioeeu 
jfua mht ihe immAbtely jumped, and shpoted, to express her gratitude, 
Kdm4 tmlMiifl each mul separately, «lie put theiq nitq her baoi« tliat 
IrMan (daMapasitaiv pf^inch^a among the female Esquimaux, who are 
omplpiamtad witli tlm i»a of pockets* Several of tlie natives 

I .-■!»>■ 4 nj «Ti r— »■...■ ■ , n .i n i I , IP .liiW I 
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4r{ve» o4 board Ibe A)ii|)|, iind/ iHf returA fdr a tid $j^b 
}ibi|^^compel|ied ‘tbi»bli, aWbm^ to ree^ive bur ' H 

ortlsi- Boi^ tbidf vlfrj pteb^ifll^'Feaiu'm j but iK^ WifiSS k» dilfigttrld idft 
n^'t, ani& ijknr persons^ srnettsri sirot^ljr of tlte seal oil/ that 
^^t^eart to tiilute even tlie prettjeftC of them. ^ <; 

board the ship, the^ were eaceedM:gl^ cttriotis In viewing etdij 
thing: bet fioapjever usiouishbd or di^ighr^‘ lliey iqjrglit appeer'in tbdlM 
a^ht of any noveli^jr^ jret ten mlnotes was tfie utmost fibllt of 3i^r admij^ 
tjoii^ Hie pigs, cats, and fdwis, attracted theit attennon in so tembrlmhlb 
u planner/ fis (o indicate , a certainty of;j‘lbeir Hot ha^g see* aiiy iueb 
aniinhls beforbw A sdilef threw tbpin all into' the" mo^ielent tit of 
jng aod shouting, bj walking upon his hnnds'eldn^ the deck. SlatlhotHitil; 
SMmed to fix their attention so much as Cnpflsia StopfortFs amputated ttfm :* 
itity satisfied themselves, feeling the slump, tiUt the arm was actndHy 
deficient, and then Appeared to wonder how it could have been lost t 
when I mode signs to them that it had been severed by a saw, to tber^dredh 
of their feeltiigs, 1 must state, tliat commiseration was depicted on eVbty 
countenance. We did not perceive an instance, either of man, wOrfladu 
or ctutd, amongst tlicm, who was in any way crippled or deformed.*^ 

imperial |EiatIfamenr« 

^ m 

HOUSE OF LORDS, Frioay, April 24, 4818^ • 

OFFICERS* WIDOWS’ PENSIONS.* 
fT!IIE Marquis of Lansdowm moved for a copy of the regulations,, 
dated the 17th of February, 1817, limiting the granting of Pensione 
to tite Widows of Adilitary Officers, to those cases only where tliey were 
not possessed of an income of double the amount of the Pension. His 
D>rdsliip suited briefly the origin of tlie fund out of which tliose Pensions 
were granted, and observed, that the proposed reguiaiion would operate 
unjustly, and in many cases produce great hardship. The Pension’s in them- 
selves w'ere so small, being only upon (he scale of 12Ql. a year to a widow 
of a general officer, 60/. per ami. to a widow of a captain, and SO/, a year 
to the widow of an ensign, that they could scarcely be considered as 
objects for regulation; the whole arijonutMif them did not exceed 90fiOOL 
per aim. and the saving that could tie made by the regutaiion must be 
" extremely trifling, whilst tlie hardship* that resalted frona “It must be in 
many instances very greig. It was going too fai, to say ih|t the widow 
of a general officer, having an inedmd ef little more^an SOOiili pePatin. or 

^ , ..p I. ■ 1 11 -I ri. 

* This gallttnt officer lost bis arm in the attack on Java. by<a Cannon-ball/ The 
sranien seeing tiim knocked backwards by ike shock. ^”4 senseless, coa- 
jeetored that lie had "bean killed outright ; but as they were bearing bin off the 
lieldi the capfain recovered Iujl senset, and feeling the hot beams of a vertical 
sun striking directly on his face and head (his hat having roiled off wbdii he 
He itamcdi^tely CKCiaiineU to oiic ul'liis men, ‘ DammSt Sir ! fitch me 
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the widow of a captain hnvi|^p^|00£ jlci^ ai|rt4$hould be eacluded ffOiii the 
ei^o^meatof that pension which had hitherto been considered as a right; 
HMd when, as was ac;!tttally tike cese *iii some instances, the husband had 
poiik f pk;rt of ilia kkOfnie in>o»der ‘by ineurahce W cihtwh an'^htmal fuiB fee 
bis wjdoJflkfter his death, m addition so^tlw Pension which lie liad a riglhe 
10 calculate she wnuki receive. Simc* however, be he^ WfP}® 

JhMiMri 'he had heat'd with sG^is^Uon, that the monidcatioh ef the 
trepidation was ip C^«iten(kplati6h| which would do away soM ^ Stf 
whjectsoiis. » r , ' ' • j • 

The J3br/^£iVrrpop£»refci|^ to^ the origin of the^ Fund/ and if 
diffisreitt wavruiUs i^egulatjng d^grants^ of theie^Feciiions^ foi the puqkose 
wf shewing that they had recognized tlie principle q( ,^t allowifig the 
Pension where the party applying Vor it had already a sufficient tneompp* 
The wording, howeter* hf these warrants in tlmt respect, was, he admkied* 
Tagnewiid bidefiime* The piactice of the navy hud been more preewi^y 
lagtiiated, it havhkg been long sinde established that the widow of^ gn 
nfteor thoidd not he entitled to a Pension, if she possessed an income of 
d^oublf'the aoioont. In the army, on the contrary, fioni the priociplf not 
Iwviffni lM*fn arppratfly ikfin^d, it had grown up'^ be considered as a 
that tlie *kl%w of an officer shonid be entitled, under wbaiever^circiBR* 
Sfaaces, to A penfkn. It was ‘very® desirable that ihe havy and nfvay% 
ih tbfiis respect, should be bftth placed upon the same footing; and with 
■ due regHrd to rhaP lilieTal feeling which ought in such cases to prevail, 
was ill cotneinpfjsrion to issue a new regulation^ arranging for l^oth sertices, 
that the istdows of officers should be entitled to the Pens.on, cxceptin cases' 
where il*ey svere' already in possession of an income ot four times its 
WinOunt. AinI with lizard to the legulaiioii lespectigg the widows of 
inilitaiy officers, as the Pension bail been, from the practice for poin® 
time considered as a matter of right, and an there weie undoubtedly cases 
hhere, frotp the minrunces eflfccted by their husbands out of incomes, 
gljfir widows would he haidly dealt with if they were refused their PeniiCn, 
it was proposed that ihe legulatioii, with regard m the widows of military 
officer#, should not operate retrospeetprely, so as to effect tl»ose who were 
snarri^d before ilie day of. its (^te, but only prospectively upon those 
•ubscqseutly marneJ. TiSese new^gulations, would, be trusted, be saiis- 
lacuiry'to Imtii services. 

The JBor/ ^'UnssTyij/fregardcd the new regubirions mentioaed by the 
Mobic Karl, as sa(isfaccol>y. 

S/ird Vtsvount JEvmouth beggeft leave, in the name of the service 
with which jf6 was coimected, to thank tlie NaUe Earl flivgrpool) and 
the Mmlfcfers gener(\U|L for the reJjiSattons noyf pnjposed with regard to 
the Pensions to the sTOows of Naval Officfk'S, whicti )ip was convinced, 
waiitil be quite satiifactoiy to the navy* . , 

Aftpr a short e^Iaaa^oo from 4he Mufguu of Ljnminotif, tlie motion 
was^ngried to. ^ 
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, Qout Casikf o» the Goli Coast rf AfHca. ^ 
t \ [Continued from ^Itge 

^ YT ” ^ woinaniW l^eing |>regnant wkb her first chtfd 

Jl to give oblations to the Fetish^'ii^ j^rform jo^rtaiii rites 
iihmeinonBl custom. On the im indioation of thb flow of the luenses, 
a female obliged to walk abroad, Imbi^d iu^a peculiar mauner;; thus 
publishing her attailiip^t^ of womanho^ They si»ek)e their children 
until the^v are able to about; and* both Mxes general) j go naked 
until the age of puberty', eacepting a f^irdle^worn about the lolns^ to brhieli 
' slip of cloth' is a^ed for Ihe sake of decency. The change from 
^oTelieeiice to pub^tiy, this country^ nnd which 'we^ will sqppfuo 
Vthe'same in every Tropical country^ Is very rapid ; girls become ^on^i 
at the orly age 'of ten years, and boys men at twelve* Tlieir decline is 
etjually quick ; at that age when both srxes arrive to maturity, or to the 
height of accomplishmenl^ in temperate climates ; liere they bse a great 
lhare, if not all, of their attractive qualities and perfectibiie. One sea 
witnesses many years of stclrility, aad the other many yrars of imliecility, 
Tliere are, however, exceptions to be found, npt indeed ip Uie towns on the 
sed-side, but inland sometimes, where a life of more temperance and 
regularity is followed, and where ttie passions are not so q^arly excited." 

The dress of both sexes is nearly alike. The iqmi wear a piece 
of clofh, of about Tour yards long and two wide, yvrapt JooseJy about 
them, when they are unemployed ; when engagecT any. occupation, part, 
of it isfoldcd rodfid the loins, the remainder bangs dpwn and covers the 
Idwer part of the body. - Tlie men of wealth wear hats when they travel, 
and sonie df tliem sandals. In general the wontcii ap|icnr with thoir breasts 
exposed,: tlieir garment is fastened roiiini the waist by a girdle or zone, 
tailed a toruliah, which is supported behind by foMs of cloth, which forma 
protuberance, in proportion to the age and circuinsiaiices of liie person; 
and to a European Is a singular m.ar^ of consequence. In front the women 
of quality nnd fashion, liavc^a numbef^^f silver ke ys suspended by a ring 
to the tomhuh,<whicli hy tlieir sound announce the approach of.the lady 
from some distance. They wear bracelets ^if ajtlier gold or licads,( or 
both ; and some strings of bends are worn about the neck. Doth nien and, 
women take particular care In the decqration of liicir heads t they cut, or 
rather shn^e, tiie hair with taste and nicely. I1ic old mfn shave Uie 
whole of the head, exceptfcg u lo^Ii^yr^two behincf, to which u5cy generally 
keep a' piece of gnld'suspenricd. '^Soine of the inenArtlow the Hair to grpiy 
mi the chiu; and whiskers^nad mustachps. are not iiiicoinnnin au*g;(i» 
them:— we have given it the hamO ofhair, but iii Ticf U is a^wojiMy 
fctihitttftce, mid which is coiisidefed «s blniraciertStic oP fhe hjpfo risVe, 

A Fantee ui«y lie known from others of the iiativvN, by siinill si'^^ications 
on the upfier part of the chotk- hones, and on the back of live Both ^ 

iqcu find wuinen are purticuliu*ly cleanly; they gcueiolly wash tliqtr 
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bodioii turice a day: tfic al^/oiid'af European perrunies, vttdl a/to of 
thcwe tbey’fkf^eu^ in the oouiiiry ; atid thejjr are particular in the fre^ilrnlil 
use of a certain' c^eratioa, the neoe^icj of laxdtive medidf^si 

Sn all Ahelr dish^, an iinWr^al afid nece^sMfy fhgred^nt'; 

indeed /fbm Ihd quatiiity of bread they cpnsuifte, and Wh^ph is o^a stro'i^ 
and solM adture/sbrnethinii; of a |t$inDlatta|3; and digestive quality it 
tequbhi^. tbeir ^riiif^pat dbli is C0nipr>ted of fittil or poultry made into 
loop"; to ^ifhidiBre addM pidm-otl r^^mly Wprestj pepper; salt, and 
This highly scanned dish is accompanied #ith' yanis 
plantain Sbader into a ptiddinj^^or the bread ' df ‘ the counciy^ wbidh is 
nntealbhed : It is mad^ of mai^ .or fnd^an ebrn, aAcI catted cankey^ llid' 
men and women geiferally eat by ^hemselves: lour, sis, or more, place 
themseiees round , a bowl of Isoup,' in ' which they alternately dip soma 
dktikeyi or pudding* They do not drink during their tnealil^ but after t^ 
repast, they sometimes ipduige freely in the ose'orpahii-w)ne,or of spirit' 
^ Af though' the'lPantWe country is not considered by the natives as cpiiv 
mencihg at Cape Const; we will, notwithstanding, speak of it as part 
of tlint bouhtry : it is subjected to the Fantee-s and tW people foltdw the 
same laws aqd customs as the Fan tees do, and may in every respect 
he regarded as the same people. Mqch supei^tition is intermingled svith 
the laws of the Fnntee couiicry, and they are particularly strict; their 
punishinems are hues and slavery, which amount to nearly th^ same thiiig: 
for, if the guilty person cannot pay tlie fine, he is by law adjudged a slave. 
No corporeal pumihments are indicted. Causes are tried hjr the pyniiis^ 
dr elders of the people; 111 whom are coinbined the offic^ of judge and 
jurors. They generally assemble in the jpiljilic market-place for the trial 
Uf offences: both parties are attentively heard, and wi|nesses exainln^dj^ 
afler which, sentence is pronounced.. If the perSim who is found guilty, 
suspect the justice or partiality of the proceedings, an appeal lies to the 
governor of the fort, or to the elders of ahocher town or district. The 
pyiiins are chosen hy tlie public voice; they sometimes succeed by 
hereditary right; in which case, if a deficiency in their legal knowledge be 
publicly known, their authority is suspended, and others appuirited by the 
public. They get a share of ait fines and forfeitures; and when any 
cause of consequence is laid before Ihetn, it is usually accompanied by a 
present df rum. In cases where family-connections interfere, the trial 
very dften happens hy night,' for tlie purpose of preventing any Impression 
which the countenance of thU nceuved might create. Suicide is considered 
with abhorrence s and, the hodihs of such self-devoted criminals are 
•burned, unless a considerablq sum be paid to ^ pyniiis/pr permis^ lo. 
give clieiti decent aepijiU.urc?^ , ** ‘ \ . /> 

** AH proclamations are accompaiiif^ with, tih4 * touhd iff an iristrument 
usually called goi^-goiig; but tlie truq nanic of il'is daKf^};' it ks made 
of iron, and' very oftcu of a mixed ihet^ ; and is' «fip]pd^f sbmethhig like*- 
a hd!. A man holds it in one hand, (if it be large,' it ti faili^d^o a piece 
of wood, and carried on the shodlder), i^pd ^bcate upon it a stick. 
Tiie sound of this instrument umy beard at imme distaupe; but the 
tuiic it pi uduces is not agreeable to the ear; and paiiuot be desenbed.'^ 
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** In f?Of^;efuence Qf the s^trtesg of the hriraes of iM3i|. magnitude 
«re seldom known ; mui'der ^ scarcely, beard of; and |>et^i OiTence^ 
particularly tliefts, are not often <;oixiiuittc(b An, article may be left 
in liie puUic road witliout much danger of ijjs being, touched by any rarsoa 
belonging to the same iiclghbourkood. They a^e particularly pautmus of 
making free wtj^ the property of tlifjr own class • but, whatever belongs to 
a white man, is considered, fair,^ game ; . .b^usf:, they do dread any 
severe punii^hment,. not withstand, ii^ the severity ^of ,tbe lawt^ and the 
pbedience that was paid to, them : yet during the slai^fs-trade, we lieard of 
crimes being perpetrated almost every or%at least men and vvomen 
seised for offences either ^committed by^&mselves ^ others j; but false 
crimes and false witnesses were very common in tliospdays.*' 

^ The practice oi^iv^nng was cftrried«to such lengths in this country, 
as to occasion great ^MbOyance^ to trade, and to preclude public security. 
The word is hot ffiiitmiirtliephri^se is well understood.” 

** Another odious pn^ce, bufi^ productive oHess evil consequences, was 
tbat of U'andeeing : this is atiothcr word foreign to the Fantee language ; 
Lilt its meaning was as well understood as that of panyOring*. If a man 
bad slandered another, or^ used any words tending to vilify his character, the 
injured person repaired to the market-place with an aitker oiTtwo of spirits, 
or less; and there invited liis accuset to.make good his assertions ; w}u> 
must likewise produce a like quantity before*he can obtain a hearing. If 
the parties were rich, they auinetimes proceeded until they got, to one 
Iwndred gallops, or more; nnd if the mao were found gpilty, a pecuniary 
Satisfaction was made, and thp spirits went to the pynins, and the friends 
and relations of the person acquitted. These proceedings created much 
interest; for if the parties were^rich, the .spoil was generally considcrahie,, 
Tliere are certain days, on which panyaring is interdicted Tuesdays in 
seine districts, and Sundays in others.” 

(To be continued.] 




DESULTORY THOUCJUTS ON TIJE SBA SIDE. 
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, • BY )UBS. M^SlULLAXr. 

• [Continued from page 9dd.] 


A ttend. Ibe fragraqt^ottar bringj 

Quick, twine the em liest buds pf Sparing, 
^And haste to meet^ime’s blushing iimrn, 

While Hebe’s smiles your baweis adorn, ' 
Sliefiies, alas! too, soou. 


F.ie vWets bhiw, os iioow«>drops sleep,' 
Eve^rocuid fudes^ orlieath-bcUs wedpv' 
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EiNft April's iickle san apf^ar, 

O, tiaste to hail the new*horn year, 

Nor wait heaiD of noon* 

Yon M may Aoon tumoltuous swell ; 

. Yon fiesstl take a labi ^reweil ; 

The bittern's ioaely, hidooiMT cry^ 

Respond tbe sinking iattor’s sigh^ 

And ^ts eclipse the sun. 

, Then w^it not 6ope*s.deceptive ray^ 

But swiftljr^iie the piYsept day i 
Jjet Pleusuies voice alone invite, 
tier varied charms your soul delight* j 
Her magic circle run. 

Study may hidd in gloomy schools, 
tVisdom may preach her musty rules, 

Tjabour obtain what toil can give, 

‘’Tis only Pleasure's train that live, 

*Or reach Olympus' mount* ^ 

Wait not till the meridian beam 
Illume theobasking shepherds dream ; 

Wait nigt till Aotumn hli tlie land, 

But fly«*-ere Winter dim the land 
To teek the Fnphian fount* 


tn cloudless skies, where dwells unclmiigmg Truth, 
Were heard these accents of impetuous youth : 
ller rnUiance shone upon the rocky ^teep, 

And Hope came, smiling, o'er the^ranquil deep ; 
As her soft arm the steady anchor press'd, 

The Goddess thus her azure train address'd : 

[To be continued.] 
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phips, Colonies^ And Commercft .are her objects ; the first of these three 
^AuidtriiU die is laddably enqi)|^i procuring fay her own iqdustiy, the tfro 
ctHors'She appe^s ddfCrmined to hare by arguments wehk of or if 
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that will ^ot by superiority of material strength. Her claims on Spain 
appear to us4iackecl by that kind of reasoning, which the would use 
with the lamb. 

Her commercial resolutions against us are certainly more plausible, but 
the policy of which will admit of some doubt. ‘ 'As to the ground bf com- 
plaint, we would ask her what can be her own view in the ^acquuitioii of 
coluntnl possessions, but an exclusii^ right of trade with them— by which 
her navy may be increased, and her seamen formed. 'Sbe^, howei*er, is 
not yet rich in colonies — she secs, or tliiuka i»he sees^ an ad\^ntage in-the, 
ohjcction she makes to us, and very p/oa4ti7*/y^seizes it — (lad she cbloniel 
on whicl) we could retaliate, the objection would not have been na^de* 

Our remarks will he understood* ns alluding to the rj^ceiit Navigation Bill, 
the object of whirh is, not to allow kngli^^ vessels, from the West Indies, 
to trade with the United States, if the British do not allow vessels of tiie 
United Stales to irade ivith the West Indies, This of course is merely a 
matter of commercial regulation, amounting certainly to mutual prohibit 
duns, bat to which we can foresee no disadvantage to the interests of this 
country. The Americans only receive from our islands rum and molasses, 
while our islands receive from the United States large quantities of provi* 
sions and lumber, for which they can find no other, markef.<-«>Tbis will be 
a great loss to.the nttriculru^ists of die United States, and a great gain to 
the English Northein Colonies of Nova Scotia, Canada, &c. which will 
now supply our West India Islands ; unless indeed tlie^radec^ of tlm 
United States find means to carry ou die trade with the West Indies clan- 
destinely, which ^^iil probably be the case, as they will naturally sti^In 
every point rather than relinquish so prnfiiable a traffics— The Indians still 
continue to make an effectual stand against the rnrccs of the United States. 
The governor of the Havaniiah is stated to have received instructions to 
close that port against all flags indiscriininately. 

The Nut 'umat Intc/ltgcncer publishes a pnragrapli, discountenancing the 
ruiiioiir that any hostile measures were in contemplation of the American . 
govormiKMit against Spain— aflcast viiihiii the present Session. 

A spirit of insurrcciioii is repented to have manifested itself in Deme- 
rara, alul some of the white inhabiiuius have lost|,hcir lives. 

The inhabitants oi* NovatSrutiu complain of the injuiious encroachments 
of the Americans on the inaiitiinc property of the British. A pftttioii has 
been iiiiniC‘iou‘-ty signed at Halifax, for transmission to England,' pricing 
ininisrers to rake into consideration the suite of the fishciics on dm shonsa 
of British North Aniciica, wheic thc^ciiireiis of the United, "States have 
ptisii' d into the iinrruvv strait dividing Nova Scotia iVoin Gape Breton, 
every part of which is wifliin dic,T>rjtish territory ; anffhave likewise occu* 
pied and nearly apprOpiiated to themselves the whcHe of die fishing ground 
on the Labrador coast. 

The Lords of the Admiralty have directed all the guRrdships 6f:ine 
tJiiited Kingdom, except the flag ships at Port^liouih and Plymouth, to 
HNSciiibleVii Ply mouth by the 1st of June, and ihciice proceed to cruife for 
t^o months. ' The slnps ttmt will assemble arc — CapjUUA 

j^ab. Ciiron« Vol.XXXlX. 3u 
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T. R(\ys ; Spencer, 74, 'Captain W. R. Broii<;hton ; Rochefort, 80, Sir 
A. C. Dickson ; Superb, 74, Captain C. Ekins ; VenRCur,*^ 74, Captain 
T. Alexander; Northumberland, 74, Captain J. Walker; Bulwark, 74, 
Captain T. Gnires ; and theTonnant, 80, Captain Taibrnr. It is said they 
will be^put under the command of Sir Ben jamin Hallowelt. The Rochefort 
and Venpenr, at this port, will go out of harbour on the 17th instant : 
their cotnplemcnt of men wiU he increased, during the cruise, from men 
Ip be'Irrr from the Quben Charlotte- The period of three years’ service 
for the aiiinvl-ships, ^xpires generally about the Isl of Septembc.*r next ; 
after whtch they will be ps^Jd oflF and re-cominissioned. 

By tite Jamaica papers to the J4th of March, we learn that tlie priva- 
teers in those seas continue greatly ro annoy the merchant vessels — ^The 
Buenos Avres privateers are stated tt> be cruising in great numbers in the 
Oulf of Mexico, and to have captured, in less than «hrec months, upwards 
of twenty vessels, the cargoes of which have been sold, and the vessels 
fitted out as new privateers. 

A convoy of twenty-four Spanish ships, which sailed from the Tlavannah 
for Cadiz, has been dispersed in tempestuous weather, and most of them 
afterwards captured by Insurgent privateers, only two of them being known 
to have arrit^ed at their destinaation. 

New Orleans papers of the Ctli of March, cf'mtain an account of a severe 
engagement between two squadrons, the one belongin<i to Old Spain, ;.:id 
the other to the S'Mfth American Republicans, which ended in the com- 
plete triumph of the latter. 

^ The follov'ing is a statement of the Trade at Calcutta. — Ships at that 


port, on the 1st of 'December : — 

Ships. Ttirfs» 

H, C. ships for England 11 9917 

Free Traders for (ireat Britain 20 l-tlJlS 

Free Traders for Malta S JUO 

Country ships for Gibraltar 1 4i6 

Ditto for China 5 2889 

l-’^ifto employed in the country trade, including the 

Isle of France, IVsian Gulf, &c- 40 13 l 5 i 

Ditto laid up for sale or freight 34 11819 

American vessels 4 1736 

French ditto 5 2341 

Portuguese ditto .........j... 8 2794 

Danish ditto 2 700 


Arahiau ditto, froin Arabian and Pcrsiaii Gulfs .. 18 6089 

' • f 

€ # • f ■■■ 

Total^ Ships IjO 67296 

Accounts from the Ilavannah mention, that the news of the'Treaty be* 
tween Spain and England for the abolition of the Slave Trade, had arrived 
there, and had excited a great sensation throughout the Island of Cuba. 
Slaves had already risen twenty-live per cegt. and the slaves from the 
northward of the Line, which arc esteemed by far the best, were expected 
to rise even a hundred per cent. 
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DS LUC’S HYGROMETER. 

f 

Degrees. • 

Hif^hest point of Deposition.... 98 April SOth, at 9 A.M. 

Lowest point of ditto .... 40 May 18th, at 2 P.M. 

Kati{;e of the Index. 58 
Mean of Ohservations ut 9 AM. 73 5 
Mean of ditto at 2 P.M. 58 5 

Mean of ditto at 9 P.M. 78*6 

Mean of ditto at 9, . 

and 9 o’Clock, for 25 days/ 

Evaporation during the period .. 4*65 Inches. 

Rain and llail ditto .. 4*04 Ditto. 

Prevailing Winds, Soutli. 

A Scale of the nyremiling Winds* 

"n I N.£. I E! I 5.E. I S; 1 S.W. ,.| W. I N.W. | Dnys. 

1 I 4~"| bh I 3^ I 7 T 3' I ft I'iH so' 

REMARKS ON THE WEATHER, &c. 

Aran 21. Faint sunshine at interi'als throufih the attenuated parts of 
cirrosiratust and opposite currents, the lower winds from the eastward: a 
cairn cloudy Aight. 

22. At 8 A.M. a small solar huki on a ptr.ssiiig bed of^ soft undulating 
citrus; -Aso cirrocumulus and distant cirrosfrali i\\\ 10; tlien small rain 
till 2 P.M.: an ovciscast sky, and close the remainder of the day : at 10, a 
torrent of rain fpr 15 minutes, with vivid lightning of various colours, and 
loud peals of thunder-— the lightning to the south came on at half-paht 7, 
and ceased at 1 1.*^ , 

‘ 23 . At 8 A.M. two currents crossing at right angles ; steady rain through 

the day and night, and a brisk wind. 

24. All overcast sky till 8 A.M., then sunshine, with cirrocumvU, and 
ti chain of hemispherical cutnu/i capjicd : at mid-day a thick mist for half an 
hour, witli a disagreeable smell, followed by incessant rain. 

25* Rain till noon : sunshine with chrostraius, and cirr//s, the 

latter modification very red at sunset: heavy thunder-clouds in the night. 
The swallows returned ’here to-day. 

26. A.M. sunshine, with plumose cirrus and cirrocumuliy passing to 
cirros'raiiy and some cumulus clouds near the horizon at noon: light 
showers and lofty thunder-clouds in the afternoon— imniidiulcly after sun- 
set the low electric clouds to the N.K. and S. emitted strong flashes in 
quick succ;essiuii ; at half past 8 P.5J. the wind fiesliened, airj condensed 
maiter in zigzag and gbbular shapes were disu'iarged — at 9 a heavy storm 
came oh, with distoni thunder, the* li^iiining ceased at 11. 

27 - Overcast till 8 A.M.; the rcmaiiidci* of the day nearly as the pre- 
ceding — some electric discharges to the eastward between 8 and 10 P.M. ; 
the night cloudy at iiiiCM vals. During the last seven days the leafing has 
increased much, and the blossom of the early fruits spref'.d astonish* 
iiigly. 

28. A.M. sunshine, with cirrocumulus and cumuli : a solar halo from 
j 2 till 1 P.M., formed on a iungitudiiial bed of thick citrus: a clear sky 
j^e remainder of tlic finy and night. 
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@9- A'ljicwy morning, and a perfect blue sky till noon : P.M. cirru$ 
from the E,S.K which received a red tint both in the eastern and western 
parts of the sky after sunset. 

SO, The sky shrouded with dense cirrostjratus till 8 A.M,, followed by 
steady rain all day and part of the night. 

May 1. A.M. sunshine, and an inosculation of cumulus md cirroslratuSf 
and a brisk wind : a transparent atmosphere after S P.M. 

2. A.M. light showers, close, and calm, and sunshine at intervals ; in 

the afternoon cumulus, cirrocumulus, and cirri, the latter clouds were 
coloured in their descent after sunset, while lar^e piles of cumulus evapo- 
rated. , • 

3. A.M. the sky overcast with attenuated cirrostratus : P.M. cirri down 
to nimbus, ajid sliowers^of rain. 

4* A thick fog from 4 till Q A.M. a fine day with tlic light modifica- 
tions of clouds, and cloudy tlirough the nigiit. 

O* Ritiii till 8 A.M. which preieuted our seeing the solar eclipse: a 
sunny calin day, with the modifications of clouds from to cinus: the 
night as liie preceding. 

6. As the preceding, except the rain— heavy fuw?/W?Y/7wf prevailed. 

?• As the preceding till Sunset, then itirbid clon.ls from the south, fol- 
lowed by nimbi, with gentle rain till mi4night and light airs, the barometer 
at the same time rising. 

8. A.M. sunshine and clouds : at 1 P.M. a few ciVops of rain, after 
which the sky became overcast, except a small clear s|^ace to the west, in 
which the planets Mercury and Venus were seen* following the sun in gieat 
splendour. * 

9* At ten minutes past 6 A M. an inverted solar bow, with faint pris- 
inauc colours in an azure space about 20° east of the /.eniili, tlic sui/s 
altitude being 10°; there were cirrocujnuU in ihe vicinity o| the sim, and 
a species of the cirrostratus passing northward belween the plienomcnon, 
and low haze at the time — appearance only two minutes: a fine sunii) day 
with a brisk wind, which increased to a strong bjetze: at 9 P.M. a small 
meteor to the eastward descended through a space of about 10° in a S.l'. 
direction : the night alternately clear and cloudy. 

10. As the preceding, except the wind, which was more gentle,: after 
sunset many chafiers iUw out for the first time this year from liicir ictrcat : 
at 9 P.M^ a coloured lunar corona toriaed on passing cir rocumuius. 

11* Sunshine, and a succession of ctrru.s', cumilli, and oiTier modifica- 
tions of clouds till 4 P.M., wheisrrwiiii spiang up from the S.S.E., accom- 
panied with light and refrcij^in^ ram tlirough ilie night. 

12. A sunny day, wjth a iiiudcrute breeze from the west : there were 
some drops of ruin at mid-day from a cumulostratus cloud : cirri and haze, 
very red to the westward after sunset, when lofty cumuli displayed a gra- 
dation of lints : the illuiiiyiuted part of the moon’s disc very white till 
midnight, whea the lower air became hazy. 
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13. Rain uiid wind till 10 A.M., aftorwards sunsKine between a quick 

successinii oK cluud!» ; a model aie ni S.W. through the day 

and night, which hag btnppcd oft* many of the fruit iilobbuiiib. 

14. A heavy shower of hail at S A.M., niui a stormy morning: P.M. 
fine, wkli cirrosirafus and \oi'i y’cumuloslralus, 

13. The wind shifted this morning to between the W. and N. points, 
where it has imr been these ’20 duvspast: a sunny day, with ctuNuluxfratm, 
anus ill plumes, and in horizonial sfritCy and ciiioiuumhiA in ligin flocks 
and ill large hedsar sudsGc : at 9, a ineteot to (he wcbtwuid desetMided in 
a S.W. direction, and dispersed before it ranie to the ground like a sky« 
rocket just after its explosion : a moonlight nif!ht. 

16. A thick fog from 3 till 7 A.M.— at 10 the concrete vapour dis- 
persed, and the icniiiiiuicr oi (he'day \v>,s tiii(>, wnn pinmose, linear;) and 
thick globular cirrus : a solar halo fioiii 12 till 1, loiiuwcd by opposite cu'r- 
TLMits of wind : overcast after sUiisct. 

17* Nimhi from theN.N.W. floating in an overcast sky all day and 
night, and light rain at intervals, the Birumetcr at liie same time rising. 

1 8. A sumincr-likc day, with plumose (irri, cii nK iimuUy and lum tiy 
in an azure sky: a drying breizc in the afternoon trum the N.K. (Xrc the 
slate of die kiygrometcr at 2 F.M.); and a dear inoonliglit night. 

19 . A siifF breeze from the same quarter us that of ye.steiday, and 

cirrocumulus, ohoMi iiiroslrufusy uiid intervals ol sunsliine: tlic night as 
the preceding. ^ 

20. Wind as yesterday : at 8 ‘A.IM. a broarf thin hand of cirrus in a 
blue sky, its extremities terminating (o appearance in ihe iC. and VV. points 
ot the horizon; the height of this cloud from tiie Mtrfar'e of thee.iitii is 
caltulaied at lilies, and its leiigih, pt rhaps, is not less than 60 ii)ile.s ; a 
fine- day with cirri ; and the night as the picceding. 

pit RATA. — In the mechuin of ihe 'riicrnionn-tvr, hisriahlr, pMpe 3S9, April 7 th, 
ftr 55^ read 51^: and loriiuUcsf. page 3-iO, line 3K, lead iiuUxt. 


]pcomotion 0 anii 3ppomtmrnt0. 

Admirals, Captains, ike. appointed. 

Sir Pultney IVfaJcolm, K.C.B. I.'ite comrnnnder-in-chiof at the Cape r»f 
Good Hope, and St. Helena, is said to be appointed comtnander-in-chicf 
at Leith, vice Sir Wiiham Johnstone Hope. 

Admiral Sir George Carnpbell, K.C.H. hoisted his flag on beard the 
Queen Charlotte, as cominander'in chief of iiis Majesty’s ships and vessels 
at Porlsmoulh, on 31st May. 

Vice-admiral Sir Richard G. Keats, G.C.B. is appointed major-general of 
the Royal Murine Forces, vice Sir Qeorge Hope, decenbed. 

Captain RsVinsden, to the Scout ; Ilun. G. P. Campbell, to the Race- 
horse. , * , r t * 

Sir Josias Rowley, K.C.B. is said to be appointed to succeed Sir Benja- 
min Hailowell, as commander-in-ebief at Cork!' 

Hon. Captain Henry Duncan, to the Lifly ; Sir Geori;c Collier, K.C B. 
'^to the Creole, and to command ns commodore 011 the coast of Afncu, vice 
Sir James Yeu. 

Sir Charles Hamilton, Bart, coiiimander-in-c^iief, and governor of New- 
foundland, hoists his flag fur that station on board the Ister frigatc» Cap- 
tain Forrest. 
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• * , « Lieutenants, Ike. appointed. 

Lieutenant i. Price, of the Al<rerine cutter, is appointed to command 
the [iarpy cutter, on the Plymouth station. 

Lieutenants J. L. Beckford, 11. M. Williams, to tlie Queen Charlotte ; 
Thomas B. Brigstocke, to the said ship, and* to be ftag- lieutenant Sir 
George Campbell, coininnnder>in>chier at Portsmouth ; D. Walch, to the 
Vengeur ; George Allen, and Richard Morgan, to the Queen Ciiarlotte ; 
G. C. Blhke, to be 1st lieutenant of the Queen Charlotte; J. Hutchinson, 
to the Vengeur ; M. J. Curry, to the Racehorse; Jdiiaihan Faulkner,* sou 
of the late Admiral J. Fauiknor, to tha Racehorse ; William King, of the 
Sybille, to be lieutenant of the RiflLMiian, o^i the Jamaica station; 
J. VVemyss, of the Sybille, to be lieutenant of the Pelican. 

Surgeofts sippoinied. 

W. J. P. (3’Berne, to be surgeon ol*thc Queen Charlotte. 

Mr. Andiew Sniiiii, lo be surgeon and supernitendant of the Lord MeU 
rille, couvict ship. 


John Robert Clover, Esq. is appointed secretary to Sir G. Campbell, 

K. C. B. 

Reverend G. Brig^toke, to be oii:i|ilaiu of the Qiiceii Charlotte. 

Mr. Willi.iiu Sidney, to he niaslcr of the Rosario. * • 

• " I 1 

DEATHS. 

Lately, at Plymoinh, Mrs. Boper, wife of Admiial bogcr. 

Litr lr, ill Piytoonih, Captain N. Hunt. • ^ 

J.aicly, at St. AnMt ll, Cornivull, Captain Lunyon, R.^. aged 73 year:}. 
ColnlllI^•}|oll (latt, I inliMitich, 1811. • 

Lately, at P«)itsiiiouih, aged (35 years, Mr. Robert Bcazley, near lOT 
years chief clerk in ilie Comini'^sioucrs Olfiue of the Dock-yard ut that 
port. 

On 20lh Oct. Mr, William Hi ctor, surgeon H.N. aged 30 years ; was 
drowiud by tlic ship .‘\Miuinn, of Dundee, being wrecked on the coast of 
Ireland, vvlion all on lioard her pcnslu'd. 

On ‘J8tli March, at llavnnt, at the house ol her son, Mrs. Bullcn, aged 
8.>, relict of John Ihillen, E^q. hue of Weymouth, Dorset, and mother of 
Captain ChiirU'} Ihdlcn, It. N . C.B. * 

On the .301 h March, aged Go, Mrs. M. Cuhiett, sister of Captain 
Cohiett, R.N. 

Oiv7th April, at Cliiche.ster, Alexander A. Wilinot, 2d son of Captain 
Schomherg, R.N. aged U.ycars. 

On 0th April, Captain J. M‘Ceorge, R.N,— Coinuiission dated lOih 
T)ccoinhcr,* 1809. • 

On 9ih April, Lieuienafit Ebenezer Winion, U?N . in conscquepce of a 
fall from his horse. Coiumissioii dPatc?d’6fh May, 1809, 

On lOlh ^ipril, ut Gosport^ Miss Holies, sister of Captain B. P. Holies, 
R.N. 

On 18ih April, at ids father’s house, Plymouth Dock, Mr.Slrphen .Ldin 
Dadd, surgeon R.N. aged 3? years : — Date of warrant, Marcli 3d, 1810. - 

Oil 19tli April, at Wcatboprn, Ann Sophia, 4th daughter of Mr. James 
Mnnneber, late purser of the Liverpool, was burnt to death by her clothes 
catching fire. 
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On 21st April, nt Bombay LoHi^e, Kent, the residence of Stewart 
Erskinc, Ebq. Captain Peter RuUaiid, of tlie Honourable £f|St 'India Com- 
pany's service. 

On 23cl April, at T<»psham, Captain Robert Qirter, R.N. father of 
Mr. Cltiirles Carter, snrueon *<)f the Hritoinart, and J. Carter, Est). secre- 
tary to Rear admiral Julm Harvey, commatider>in-chief on the Leeward 
Island station. 

May 2, at bis house in the Atlmiralty, in the 5Sd vear of his ace, Rear- 
.adminnl Sir Oe<)r«re Hope, KC.B Major-general of Marines, and late one 
of the f-ords of the ^Admiralty. Sir Geortre Cockhurn had succeeded him 
as one of the Lords of tljc Admiralty ; anti Sir Richard Keats bus been 
appointed Major-general of Mmincs. It it understood Sir George was no- 
luiiiated to the command at L^ith. — On Saturday, May 9tli, iIjo rnmiins 
of this gallant admiral weie reinovt d from his late residence in the Anini- 
ralty, foi miermcnt in VVestiTfinster Abbey. The Lords of the Admiralty, 
as a mark of their esteem for iheir late colleague, followed, and also many 
admirals and captains, and other othcers, who had served with and under 
the orders of this meritorious commander. Nearly the whole of his life 
had been devoted to the service of his country ; and it may he almost said 
that lie died in its service, as he had only quitted the Board of Admiralty 
about six weeks. He Regularly passed through the gradations of service, 
from the rank of midshipitian, and was promoted to that of commander in . 
the Racelior^fe sloop of war; iie served iii some other small ships, and in 
September, 179.T, was ported, suvces’^ivelv,, commanding the Leda and 
Thetis frigates, Theseus and Defence lino-of-ballle ships. In the latter, he 
was at the close of the memorable tirtory achieved oH’ Trafalgar, by the 
immortal Nelson. * He also served as captain of the flee t under Admiral Sir 
James Saumare/, in the Baltic, ami was made rear-admiral of tfie bine 
bquadron, August, 1811, at the promotion which then look place. On the 
appointment of .Viscount Melvilb*, as First Lord of the Admiralty, Sir 
George Hope l)erame a'meinhcrof tJiut Board, which he soon after rclin- 
"qnisheri, and assumed the rnmmaiid of the srpiiidron in the Baltic. 'I’liis 
station he In Id ouK for a short period, when he was again nominated to 
the Board of Admiialty, anri became the confideniial advisei of the 
Lord, which snuatioii he tilled w'ith great ability and zeal, promoting by 
every ineniis the comfort of the oHicers and seamen of his Majesty's ships. 

Sir George rio|je v^as related to the Mclvdle and Hopei own families, 
and was brother to that excellent tiri'ieer, the late C(>nimi?sionrr Ciiarlcs 
Hope, who Sf-ned as depniv-compn oiler of the navy, and commissioner of 
the dock yard, Ciiaiham. He li.id been twice married, the last lime to 
the H«»n. Miss Kinnaird, sl^-ier to Lord Kinnaird, and hafi issue bv botli 
liuiniat!es. A lew years since, in conjuiirtiori with in'* relation, Admiial 
Sir J. W. Hope, he added the name or.Tohn->lonc to Ins iamily name, but 
baiKi'CContly ennitted it. Sir George Hope was about lifiy-tbree years of 
age, stout and mu*>cnlar in Ins person but lafterly was so reduced in 
stre ngth as to be unable to move'without assistance. His maiviers were of 
the ttiie sCamaii-like appearance, and the frankness, wdnch is so peculiarly 
the charaCierisiic of those gallant defeiiders of'our coimtiy, was combined 
with the manners ot the perfect gentleniau.— Sir George was M'.P. for 
East Gi instead. « 

On 17ih May, in the 85th year of his age, John Mndgslion, Esq. late 
master attendant of his Majesty’s dock -yard at Chatham. 

On 17th May, in the 16tii year of her age, Amelia, second daughter of 
John Mereditli, Esq. of the Victualling Department at Portsmouth* 
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OF THE LATE 

% 

CAPTAIN BETTESWORTH, R.N. 


-When we fight to save ouikcoiintry» 

We fight the cause of Heaven. The man that (alls, 

Falla hallowed ; falls a ^ctini for the gods; 

For them, and for their altars. ^ 

, Maso's. 

rjr^IIEllE is perhaps tio department of Science, or Literature— 
JL no branch of the Belle- Let Ires— no labour of the Annalist, 
more iutoresting to ourselves, or more beneficially instructive to 
posterity, than the delineation of the lives and transactions of per. 
sons^listingui^ed by tlieli' talents*, virtue, heroic valour, or emi- 
nent success in their pursuits, whether in the Camp, the Senate, 
thelSeat of Justice, or on the mighty Deep. In relating their 
actions, the Seaman and the Soldier arc animated, the Statesman 
is enlightened, and the Citizen interested an^l informed. In read- 
ing the immortal pages of the amiable Plutarch, our energies slw 
awakened by examples of the most heroic valour, by the noblest 
instances of self-control, magnanimity, patriotism, and piety— 
and however short maj^ have been the hero’s career, his example is 
not without its effect. 

The writer of this brief recital of Captain Bettes worth’s gallant 
exploits, is not unconscious of the difUculty of doing full justice 
to his merits, without danger of falling into the too common error 
of unqualified panegyric ; he ncvcrthelchs indulges the hope,, that 
it will not be perused* without appearing to those who knew him to 
transmit Fome portion of his excellent qualifications as a naval offi- 
cer, and of his estimabk* qualities as a man ;*to enter farther into 
the latter than to name them, however pleasing would be the task, 
is not intended — they are indelibly registered in the hearts of all 
who were acquainted with him — ^his talents as an officer arc best 
attested by his actions, so far as we arc enabled to detail Ihcni,—- 
the actions of his dawiiibg manhood, and which led him to an 

C|;ron. Vol. XXXIX. 3 i 
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early, but highly Ifonourablc deadly flushed with thc'hopes and 
expectations pf eilterprising youth, and with all the* cbaraetcristic 
enthusiasm of one aspiring to fame in the serine of his country. 

Of the early stages of Oaptain Bettesworth’s professional life, 
we Tery much regret the deflcicncy of our information. 11c was, 
we believe, the son of a clergyman in the North of England, and 
was born in the year 1781. His inclination to a naval life evinced 
itself so decidedly, as to induce his father to consent to his entering 
the navy at the age of thirteen, but with the name of the ship wc are 
unacquainted. We have rea^ti to 'think that he subsequently served 
in the Venerable, with Captain, afterwards Sir Samuel Hood,* and 
that he was with him at Algcsiras aud in the Straits in 1801, when 
that ship performed such excellent service, under the orders of Sir 
James Saumarez. + 

The squadron under the command of Sir James was ordered to 
blockade Cadiz, and on its arrival olT that place, it was joined by 
the Venerable, and the blockade commenced on the 1st of .July. 
On the 5th, intelligence was brought that a French squadron, 
consisting of three sail of the line and a frigate, had anchored olf 
Algesiras, liaTing in vain attempted to push through the Straits. 
On the afternoon of the same day, the admiral sailed with (he 
squadron, and the next morning came in sight of the French 
ships, and advanced to the attack. The Venerable led (he line, anil 
sustained the fire of the ships and batteries until she had reached 
her station. The action lasted five hours, during which period 
the Venerable was actively and ardently engaged, and so far as 
disabling the enemy’s ships, the purpose of the attack uas 
answered; but the French admiral, Linois, having waiped the 
ships aground, the capture of them was prevented. Thenckiio\^- 
le<lgcd loss of the enemy was, however, 1,000 men in their shij)s, 
including two of their captains, besides GOf) who full at tiio butte, 
ries, and eight gun-boats and other armed vessels sunk. 

Mr. Bettesworth’s next stage of service seems to have been in 
the M^cst Indies, on board the Centaur, 74 guns, as master’s 
mate, in the following year, which ship tlum bore the broad pen- 
dant of Commodore Hood, and was commanded first by Captain 

* Vide portrait and mpnx/ir of Sir Samuel Hood, vid. xvii. p. 

f For portrait and memoir of the gallant aduiiial, tide vol. vi. p. B5. 
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T/iHIchalc!!^ a good and worthy officer^ and afterwards by Captain 
(now Sir) Mbrray Maxwell, an officer of di.s(j||guished merit and 
abilities, and her |^arter-dcck was at that time crowded with 
young men of the highest promise, many of whom haye sinceanost 
eminently distinguished theroselyes, and not a few have fallen, 
gloriously, in the defence of their country, or as yictims to the 
VV^’est India climate. • 

In 1803, afteyashort cessaiion, war was again declared, and 
the gallant commodore lost not a moment in attacking the posses- 
sioi|s of the enemy, within liis'reach! St. Lucia, Tobago, Suri- 
nam, and Dcmarara, were soon atlded»to the British dominions ; 
Martinique was blo(fkadcd, and the Diamond rock fortified and 
garrisoned, from the Centaur ; which ship then aebieyed more 
than perhaps any Uritish man of war ever did before— this is say- 
ing much, but we bdieve not more than truth. 

These operations deservedly led to much promotion, and also 
to considerable prize-money, and^Mr. Bettes worth, erer an object 
of notice, and always hi^ in Sir Sanfucl Hood’s good opinion, 
was made lieutenant, and allowed to remain in the Centaur ; nor 
was it long before an opportunity was afforded him pf proving how 
worthily he could fill his stuVioii* The boats of this ship hatl 
])ecii often engaged in destroying battciieS, and capturing and 
cutting out privateers, when cruising off Martinique, in which* 
services he bore his part ; a more arduous object now presented 
itself in the Ciiricnx corvette, which vessel had left the anchorage 
under Fort Edward, where to take her was impossible, and 
corning to anchor further out, had made such preparations as the 
French thought would completely frustrate any attempt that 
ni!g]it be made upon her. The particulars of this daring enterprise, 
so honourable to the officers and men of the Centaur, are worthy 
of detail. 

Just before the war recommenced, this vessel had been sent 
with despatches from the Captain-general of ^Martiniqu^ to Com- 
modore Hood, who was cruistng to windward of the island, and 
she sailed some time in cofhpany with the Centaur, whose lieute- 
nants then seemed to cast a longing ej/e towards her, and wished 
for nothing more, than an opportunity of trying their strength 
with her, although allow gd to be the best manned and disciplined 
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sloop in the French fiavy. The lotiTell on Lieutenant C. Rey- 
nolds to head the Hiterprise, and it could not have fallen on'a more 
gallant officer, as he by a fortunate dhance first ^volunteered it vrilh 
Lieutenant Bcttcsworth* and Mr. Tracey, and therebj'^ secured the 
preference, when all were eager to go ; the event shewed how 
well they deserved the confidence thus placed in them by the 
‘commodore. Lieutenant Reynolds was the first man who got on 
board the Curieux, a^d was followed by a brave seaman named 
Richard Tcmpleman. The enemy had their boarding nettings $0 
high, that there was no posbibiiity of getting in, excepting dter 
the stern ; fortunately the' rope-ladder was there, with two boats 
made fast to it ; but on the tafferel were two wall pieces, primed 
and loaded with musket balls, and six swivels pointed in the same 
direction. They hailed at a great distance, for the moon was just 
peeping over the clouds, and the alarm was ii.staiitly given. The 
sentries fi/cd their pieces, as well as the guns, at the boats when 
approaching) which only incrcajcd the ardour of the as'tailants, 
although fagged with a pull of nearly 20 miles. When they got 
lip alongside, airthe Frenchmen wTre on deck, armed with pikes, 
^nd headed b/their officers ; the Centaur’s men had only cutlasses, 
except thetwclre marines, who had their full share of merit, for by 
4 their cool and well-directed fire in approaching the vessel, they much 
facilitated the boarding, which W'as etfeeted by the crew of the barge 
up the rope-ladder; and Lieutenant Reynolds, in getting up, with 
a presence of mind which will be ever creditable to him, cut one of 
the tricing lines of the netting with his sword, by whirh the cor. 
Tier of it fell, and enabled those in the other three boats on the 
quarter to get up more easily. The French officers were the first 
to receive the boarders, and being armed with small swords, be- 
haved with a bravery that did them honour ; they were soon dis. 
abicd, and most of them thrown down the hatchway ; some, 
however,, retreated to the forecastle, w here there was a'formidable 
line of pikes ; but '‘notwithstanding theK* superiority in numbers 
and weapons, they soon followed their companions down the 
hatchways, or were thrown overboard, and the vessel, com- 
pletjdly captured, was shortly afterwards under weigh, and brought 
alongside the Centaur. Lieutenant Reynolds received £vc wounds 
in this desperate co4ilict, and Mr. Betfesworth was also wounded, 
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as were ]i]|;cwi«c several of ttie men^ but noife were killed on our 
side. " ‘ • 

Commodore Hopd, in his despatch relative to this affair, made 
honourable mention of these gallant officers • * 

Centaur ^ Diamond Tlock, off' Martinigue, 
SIR, Februarjf 6 , 1804. 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the inlforniation of the fords 
Commissioners (\f the Admiralty, of the capture oP the Curieux French 
corvette, early in the morning of the 4ih instant, of 16 long French six- 
pounders, and hud on board upwards of one hundred men wiicn attacked 
by four boats oftije Centaur, coiitaiiiii g sijty seamen and twe lve marines, 
under the command wf Lieutenant Robert Cartiiew Reynolds; she n as 
lying close under Fort Kdward, at the entrance of the Careenage, Fort 
Royal Harbour, Martinique : he hoarded on the quarters in a most gallant 
manner, and was well aided by Lieutenant Bettesworth, and Mr. Tracey, 
my secretaiy, wuh the other officers and men; the enemy made a warm 
resistance at the first onset, but the spirited and superior valour of this 
brave otllcer aqd his supporters drov^ them forward, where a second stand 
w'as made, which w as carried with equal gallantry : her captain, Cordier, 
leaped overboard, after receiving two sabre wound^ and saved himself, 
with some of the men, in a boat that lay under her bows,^and got on shore ; 
only one French officer escaped being cither killed or wounded, andJie 
was below. Fortunately this brilliant service wtts perf(rt*med with only the 
enclosed list of wounded in the boats. I am sorry to add, Lieutennuf 
llc’yiiolds is of the number, severely, with five wounds ; also Lieutenant 
Jlcttcswurih and Mr. Tracy, though not badly. 

1 have the honour to be, &:c. 


Sit' Evan Nepean, 

Bart, 

List of Wounded in the Centaur ^ Boats, 

Three officers and six seamen, one of whom is since dead. 

, 111 the Curieux, 

Forty killed and wounded, ^ 

• • • • * 

Mr. Reynolds was inynediately made tfommandor into the prize, 
which continued to be the envy and admiration of (he officcis and 
Wicn on the station ; but unfortunately he soon afterwards died of 
a fever/ fhc effect of his severe wounds, and was greatly regretted 
by his brother officers, and the crews. 
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'i'o this gentleman *Mr. Bettesworth succeeded in^ the I'ommand 
of the prize, whom the commodore justly considered* as next best 
entitled to this honourable commaid. lie was at the time of 
aUaiiKiig this rank, yeirs old ; and thus, in the short space of 
eiglit years from his first entering the service as a boy, he had, 
solely by his merit, rose to the honourable post of commander. 

^ In this ship Captiin Bettes worth rendered very important ser- 
vices. She was L vessel admirably formed for . crui-ting ; and 
when the combined fleets appeared in those seas, it will bo recol- 
lected, Captain Bettesworth’ was despatched by Lord Nelson,* 
and his admirable management, in tracing their route, as t^resceii 
by his Lordship, and preceding their arrival in Europe, were 
justly appretiated by the Admiralty, and he received from Lord 
Barham, then first lord, post rank, and an appointmcMit to 
20-guii ship, from which he was soon after, in 1807, removed to 
the. Tartar frigate, of 32 guns, to be employed in the North Seas 
and Baltic ; an a])pointmcnt wcl}, suited to his ardent di>posilion, 
and unwearied pursuit of glory. But, alas ! we now approach 
the close of his gallant career, for in the month of May, 1808, he 
fell, in action with some Danish gun-boats, otT Bergen. 

His conduct and death, with the particulars of the action, arc 
thus related in a lettcr*froin an ofliceron board: — 

“ We sailed from Leith to cruise off North Bergen, and to intercept a 
frigate said to be on the coast. On reaching it, we were told the frigate 
had sailed for the East Indies, with three or four ships; the pilots, how- 
ever, took us through a most intricate navigation, within sin miles of the 
town, but refused to take die sliip farther. It being the captain’s inten- 
tion to reach the town with the frigate, and bring olF the shipping, among 
which were five privateers, we anchored in the Straits, with springs on our 
'cables, and in the evening the boats, with Captain Bettesworth, the first 
and thjrd lieutenants, ond master, went up to the town, and would have 
cut out an East Indiaman lying under the battery, had nor the guard-boat 
fired on the launch, wlio returned it ; and altliough their fire disabled the 
rnemy, it afso alarmed ^lie town and ships; the consequence wa®, the 
bugles Bounded, and the batteries were iititaiitly manned, and we found 
them chained, wc returned to the frigate, leaving Lieutenant S^kis with 
the launch to watch the enemy. Wc immediately pot the ship und^r 

* In vol. iii. of N.C. p. 167, is an excellent portrait of Ins Lordship, arcoin- 
panied willi a very intcresling nitnioir of his public services to tl»e ^ear 1798; 
and in vol. xiv. p. 386, xy, p. 37, are some Addenda, including Ins last great 
victory and death. 
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weigh, but from the lightness of the winds, and intricacy of the passage, 
could not get Near .Bergen ; and in this narrow passage, surrounded with 
rocks, and wicliout a f>reath of wind, we ncre attacked by a schooner and 
five gun-bnnts, who were within half-gun shot, lying behind a rocky^ point, 
each mounting two 24-pounders, and manned with troops. They kept up 
a well-directed fire, hulling us in tenor eleven places, and cutting to pieces 
our rigging and sails. One of their first shots, alas, too fatally directed, 
killed our gallant captain ! in the act of pointing a giin. Although the forcj^ 
opposed to us w(|s small, yet when it is knuwn^thntVe were drifting end 
on toward the enemy, no wind, and in a narrow passage full of rocks, 
with no anchorage, under heights Inaandl with troops, with no guns that 
could bear on the enemy, and with a 4iewly raised crew, it must be con- 
fessed our .situation was, after the loss of our brave commander, one of no 
common lilfhcuiiy, and from which nothing but the exertions of iJeiitenaiit 
Citiger, then comnnindiiig, and the other ohicers and men, could hinc 
relieved us. By tnese, however, we at length brought our broadside to 
bear, and getting a light air of wind, soon compelled thcMii to bear up lor 
Bergen, after sinking one gun-boat, and shattering others.* paosing 

a most dilhruit, navigation, often hoQpiing the ship with spars, we rcncli^d 
the open sea. Onr loss was. Captain Beltesworth, and Mr. Fit/hngh. a 
fine youth, killed ; and several men wounded. In pur commander, the 
service has lost a most valuable officer, fitti d, had he survived, to umlci- 
t.ike and perform the most difficult and dangerous enterprises — althoif^h 
the frigate had licen very recently commissioned, he *lnid attached the 
wliole crew to him, -officers and men, by the most kind and excmpla/^ 
conduct.'* 

Such was the fall of this excellent officer, who liyed beloved by 
officers and men, and died luiiyersally regretted by all to whom he 
was know n. Here is another instance to prove, that a haughty 
and tyrannical behaviour not requisite, to make a crew more 
brave, more zealous, or more attached to their duty. 

Captain Bettesw orlh had been recently married to Lady Hannah 
Grey, sister to Lari Grey. He was only in the 2Sd ycarx)f Ids 
age when he died, and had received 24 w ounds before the fat.il 
shot, wlfich so unfortHnatcly terminated his honourable career. 

In closing this memoir, w'e^vciUurc to say, that no officer of his 
standing in the service hgd excelled him in all that constitutes the 
character of a first-rato British naval commander. He was ardent 
and brave — yet kind, humane, and afTectionafe— the qualities of 
his heart will endear the recollection of him to his friends and 
family ; and the active, Ihough short, career of his public scrvkcb, 
entitle him to the admiration and gratitude of his country. 
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fishehies — PR^ cncEs at billingsgate, &c. 

T HK eiicouraf^ement of tlic British fisheries, rs it would tend to pro<« 
duce invalunhle d'dvantngcs to the country at large, deserves particular 
consideration. It is, proposed, inter alia, that several markets should be 
established, and that the Exclusive privilege should no longer he ^)nfincd 
to Billingsgate, where they have now a charter, which, in the greatest and 
most populous city in the world, restricts the sale of an essential article of 
life to a Small and inconvenieiit market ; and has exclusively placed the 
monopoly of fish in the hands of a few interested Salesmen. The evil's of 
this monopoly are greatly enhanced hy the tricks and abuses which are 
contrived by the fisherineu, the salesmen, and the fishmongers, who, in 
tlie present state of things, are all more interested in creating a scarcity, 
than in tlie dilTusion of plenty. It is more ndvnntagcous to sell a turbot at 
three guineas, and a lobster for its sauce at twelve shillings, than, by send- 
ing three riine*s the quantity to market, to reduce the prices to a sixth of 
what they actually are. Great cnre*4S therefi^re taken thaV the market be 
precisely fed to the profitable point, but n^ver overstocked. To effect this 
they have a dep6b>of well-boats and store-boats, ready stocked, about 
Gravesend. In, these boats, a supply of cod, tuibot, and lobsters, is kept 
during the season, from wlience the proper quantity is daily measured out 
for the Billingsgale marl^et. In the height of the season, those that get 
«*:ickly are thrown overboard ; but, towards the end, when keeping up clui 
price Is no longer an object, thousands of sickly and emaciated cod and 
lobsters are thrown into the market. Not long since, a Uussian frigate rnu 
down one of these Jobstef vessels, and set 15,000 adrift in the Thames. 
A species of cruelty is resorted to, in order to prevent lobsters, so pounded 
up, from tenriiig one another to pieces — the great claw is rendered jniia- 
Jytic by driving a wooden peg into the lower joint. 

All attempts have hitherto failed to break tliia iniquitous coinbinali<>n. 
Certain fishmongers, encouraged hy several noblemen and gentlcnn-n, 
agreed to serve out fish at reduced prices, i>y having it brought from the 
coast ill land carria^;e. The Billingsgate salesmen took tiie.tilarm, ra.'«efl 
a subscription of several thousand pounds, and« hribed the servuntu und 
housekeepers of the eiicouragers land carriage fi'ih, to put the very worst 
fish they co'jld get on their master’s table; from «vbich it soon obtained a 
bad character — the new fishmongers were ruined, and the old ones con- 
trived to add to their monopoly all the fish brought to market by land 
well as by water-carriage. 

The late Admiral Rodney dining at Carlton-house, congratulated the 
Prince Regent, on seeing a plate of what be thought British-cured her- 
ritigs on the table, adding, that if bis Royal Lliglincss’s example was fol- 
lowed by the upper ranks only, it would be the means of adding 20,(X)0 
batdy scaihcn lo the navy. The Priacc obsepei^ that he hud paid him un 
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tsnmeritpHicumplimenty tli« herrings not having been cured by Bridsb 
bauds— but^ cwntiiuied his Royal Highness, henceforward I sliall order a 
plate of Rritish-cured herrings to be purchased, to appear as a standing 
dish at this table ; wc shall call it a Rodney, and under that designatioiif 
what true patriot will not follow my exainpieT” * 

The fecundity of certain 6sh, the profit of which we slothfully resign to 
foreiiiners, is incredible. The spawn of each female herring coniprehendt 
from SO to 40,000 eggs, each female mackerel deposits at least half atnil-^ 
lion of eggs; and the best possible authority assigns to the female cod|* 
from thi^e to four millions of eggs. • 

DANGEROUS SCATE OF CEVLON. 

The present state of the island of Ceylon is likely to claim a considerable 
portion of the public axention : the irregularities and causes of discontent 
•tibaistiiig there, relate equally to our military establi.>»Lment and to our 
Gomiiiercial interests. 

By the treaty which took place at the period of the conquest of Candy, 
between our army and the chiefs of the kingdom, it was stipulated that, 
on the deposition of the king of that island, the internal government should 
he conducted through the medium of the chief nobility or arfstdcracy, and 
tliat no interferbnee with its ^omestic^oliqy should be allowed on the part 
of the British army. This article of the treaty is said to have been lately 
infringed ; and the consequence has been, that the Candian chiefs have 
become avow'edly hostile to us, and have brought over people at large 
to their sentiments, who had proceeded so far as to put to death not only 
some of our officers, but even some of the civil j-esideitis who had fallen 
into their hands ; and it appeared not improbable that the British w^oultV 
shortly he excluded, as formerly, fiom all communication with the interior. 
Tliis part of the mischief is ascribed to the conduct of the military 
establishment on the island. — The occasion of complaint on the part of the 
commercial residents has arisen from causes of a dilfcrenc nature it had 
been the custom, till a late period, for the commercial craiisactions of the 
island t.i pass through the bonds, and be subject entirely to the control, of 
the civil resident government : it was found that llu; general iutercst of our 
commerce was suiTering by this mode of inauageincnt ; and a proclamutiou 
was accordingly issued, declaring tliat the plan would be discontinued, aud 
inviting persons from this country to settle in the island, and declaring that 
uncontrolled liberty of q-ade was intended, to be established. Many -per- 
sons, on ilie strength of these assurances, proceeded to Ceylon, and 
opened commercial houses on a scale of great magnitude : they* had, how- 
ever, ill a short lime, the ftiortificatiqii^ to discover that the civikgovcru- 
tiient still continued to carry on its mercantile functions, and that a suc- 
cessful contest with so formitfable a rival was utterly hopeless. These per- 
sons remained therefore with disappointed expectations and shattered for- 
tunes, greatly discun tented, and complaining of the breach of that faith on 
the strengd) of which they had acted. These causes of discontent and dan- 
ger to so valuable a part of uhr ludia possessions were hitherto but ioipejc* 

Voi. XXXIX. 3 k 
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^tly known ; if our intelligence is well foun(^ they appeal'^ as above 
stilted) to call most imperiously for investigation; before the evil that is 
Hkely to follow becomes too great to be remedied. 

LORIV COCHRANES VESSEL. 

This vessel, of hopeful enterprise, lies in the dry part of the Commer^l 
Dock, near Rotherhite. She is of about 200 tons burthen ; although she 
bus three masts, with pomplete polncrc rigging, she has also a steam appa* 
Vatus ; so that his Lordship is prepared to in..ke his own impetus wheit the 
winds deny it, or when h^ and they do not agree. She is called I'hi 
Poky and the name is inscribed on her sterh^ where also the conflation 
of the Bear is painted, the North Star being on the Bear’s tail. A Bear' is 
her figure head. From these^ circumstances it has been supposed, that 
Lord Cochrane intends to aim at the parliameDt«ry,.reward of twenty 'tiHWu- 
sand pounds for the first navigator who passes the Nortli Pole. Cut his 
Lordsliip has a little tendency to stratagem. The naval success, by which 
he was first distinguished, was by his rendering a cutter so like one of the 
trading vessels of the Mediterranean, that he was alongside of a large Spa- 
nish zebeck, while the crew were below deck, without the slightest expec- 
tation of hqstiiity. His present vessel will never approach the North Sea ; 
for she has not been doubled. there is so much ioi her ornaments 

relative to the North Pole, we have not hearef, nor what is her real destina- 
tion. She is pierced for ten guns, and has eight mounted. 

f ALGERINE SLAVES. 

•I , , , *" 

The following ^ description of the treatment of Algerine Slaves, is 
extracted from Panati’s ^Algiers,** a work published not long since, the 
intelligent author of which unhappily fell into the hands of some of the 
unprincipled pirates of that country 

** No sooner is any one declared a slave, than lie is Instantly stripped ot' 
his clothes, and covered with a species of sackcloth; he is also gencn^ily 
left without shoes or stockings, and often obliged to work liarchcaded in 
the scorching rays of an African sun. Many suffer their beard to grow, as 
a sign of mourning and ^desolation ; while their general state of health is 
not to be conceived. Some of these wretched beings are dcAtiiied to make 
ropes and sails for the squadron : these are constantly superintended by 
keepers, who carry whips, and frequently extort mouevfruurtlieir victims, 
as the price of somewhat less rigour in the execution of their duty; others 
belong to the Dey’s househohl ; and many are employed by the rich Moors, 
who niiay have bought them at market, in the Ipwest drudgery of domestic 
employment. Some, like the hcasCs«ofi burthen, are employed in carrying 
wood and stones for any public buildings tha| may be going on : these aie 
usually in chains, and justly considered as the worst aiiioiig their oppressed 
biethren. What a perpetuity of terrors, series of anguish, niid monotonous 
clays, must not their's be ! witholit a bed to lie on, raiment to qover iliem, 
or food to support nature. • IVo black cakes^, thrown down as if intended 
for dogS| is tiieir principal daily sustcnaacc; and had it not been for'tiie 
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charity qf a rich Moor| who Jeft a iegaqy for tlmt purpose, Friday, the 
, only day thej^are exempted from work, would have seen them without any 
allowance whatever. Shut up at night in the prison, like so many malefac- 
tors, they are obliged to sleep in the open corridor, exposed to all the 
incleHfncy of the seasons. In the country they are frequently forcqjri to lie 
in the open air; or, like the Troglodites of old, shelter themselves in 
Caverns. Awoke at daylight, they are sent to work, with the most abusive 
threats, and, thus employed, become shortly exhausted under the weight 
and severity of their keepers’ whips.” * * 

Much more of dreadful suffering is described^ and fnstances of individual 
misei^cited, in aggravation of this black picture ; but we leave the painful 
contemplation for matters of local intcr&t. The climate of these barhari* 
ans is delighful«^ft and salubrious.. Th^ author does not consider the 
plague as indigenou8.T*The coast, extending from the Atlantic to Alexan- 
dria in Egypt, more than 2,000 miles, comprehends the ancient Maurita* 
Ilia, Nuniidia, and Libya; in the country of the Mossili, Getuli, and Gara- 
mantes; all celebrated among the Roman conquests. Algier was the 
Alauritania, Tingitana, or Caisariensis of the Romans, from whose grasp 
it fell under the dominion of the Saracens. The Saracenic king of Algier, 
Butemi, called two famous pirates, named Horue and Uayra^in, to his aid 
against the Spaniards, in the begin^ng of the idth century, and was soon 
assassinated by the i(orme^, who assumed the sovereignty. Hence sprung 
the piratical government, which has since existed under the fiarbarossas 
and other lawless ruffians, protected by the Porte, whose supremacy is 
acknowledged as far as Muroepo, which aloae assumes the rank of^ an 
independent state. ^ 

** The regency of Algier includes above 600 miles of sca-coast, betw^n 
the river Melooia, which separates it from Morocco and the Zaine, its 
eastern boundary ; while its extreme breadth, from the capital to the 
country of Dates, docs not exceed 180. It is bounded on the west by the 
kingdom of Fez, the chains of the Atlas and Biledulgerid on the south, 
Tunis on the cast, and the Mediterranean sea on the north. Tlie Dey’s 
absolute dominion extends four days’ journey from the capital. Beyond 
that, until you reach Biledulgerid, is inhabited ^by wandering tribes, who 
merely pay tribute when the army takes its anpual tour through the 
country. The regency is divided into four provinces. Mascara, Algier, ^ 
Tittcrie, and Constantina. Labcz is a mountainous country, which pays 
tribute ; and Biscara is another poor tributary country in the kingdom of 
Zeb. Between Algier and Bugia, to*the south, are the mountains of 
Couco, Inhabited by the Azagin, a ferocious people, whom^he Deys have 
never reduced into complete subjection. Towards Fez, is the little desart 
of Angad, much frequented by^easls of prey and ostriches. Trevionsto 
reaching, the lesser Atlnf, there is a large tract of country, called Te// } 
from thence commences liie country of Dates.*’ 

Of the chief cities, Algier contains about 120,CX)0, and Constantina 
100,000 inhabitants. Beautiful Punic and Carihageninn medals are conti- 
nually found in thp provinces ; itlso, carotosi bronzes; and imperial coiok 
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LIEUTENANT HUT<9hI60N* , E.N« 

Extract of a letter from Dublin, detailing tlie recent ]%ucKible endear 
vour of Lieutenant Hutchisou, R.N. and .thirteen brave men, in saving lits 
llajesi^’s sloop Pandora 

« « Dublin, May 13, 4618. 

** About three weeks ago, his Majesty's sloop Pandora, Captain Jones^ 
WAS lying in Dublin Bay, without a pilot on board, when a tremendous 
gale suddenly came on. Slie made a signal for a pilot, and fired minute 
^ns. On perceiving the danger she was in, Lieutenant Win* Hut cI;^$oq 
R.N. son of Epiiraini Hutchison, Esq. of Harcourt-sti:ect, Dublin, and 
nephew of Lord Viscount Frankfurt de ^lilontniorcncy, hurriedr^'to the 
bciich, and used every persuasion, but in vain, to prevail on the pilots to 
go to her assistance ; they were deaf to every entreaty, and candidly 
acknowledged their fear. Thb sea was running mountains high, iu|j^ it 
appeared impossible to grant her the desired relief, till Lieutenant 
Hutchison hit upon the fuliofkiog expedient : he threw himself into the life- 
boat, and the force of his example induced thirteen gallant fellows to fol- 
low, and they put off, amidst the prayers and blessings of the people who 
witnessed it on shore.— After the greatest danger and exertion, they 
reached the bng, put pilots on board, and re-landed at Dumleary, amidst 
the congratulations, and to the adiniriitioii, of near two thousand specta- 
tors, who expected to have seen* then^wallowjd up every moment — it was 
A most dangerous enterprise, and a most miraculous escape.— The pilots 
were only on board* a few minutes before her cable parted ; it was fortu- 
nately a spring-tide and high water, aiul by the greatest exertions of the 
Pbndora's officers and crew, aided by the local knowledge of the pilots, 
they ran her $:ife Into the Pigeon-bousc Dock, high and dry. Had the 
y;ilots been half-an-hour later, she must inevitably have been wrecked ; for 
it would have been impossible to beat off shore, and she could not have 
passed the Bar. Captain Jones promised to report Lieutenant Hutchison's 
exertions to his admiral; and the Corporation of Dublin rewarded the men 
most liberally: and in stating Lieutenant Il.'s conduct to the Right Hon. 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, they concluded by saying,—* 

* They find themselves inadequate to fully reward Lieutenant Hutchison's 
meritorious services.* Lieutenant II.* is appointed harbour- master of Dum- 
leary, under the Corpuiation of Dublin, for preserving and improving 
that port.*' 

BRITISH EMIGRATION. , 

We have had to touch more than once on this painful topic, and wc are 
again impelled to revert to it. Whatever may be the real cause^^ it is too 
trup that the mania has taken deep hold of the population of Plymouth and 
the |]('ig[\|[>ouring pans around, larg^ portions of which have resolved and 
are resolving to become the inhabitants of the Americau land. During the 
last two or three weeks in particular, many have embarked; among others, 
Mr. Hornbrook, a woollen manufacturer, from the neighbourhood of 
Tavistock, who is said to have taken his machinery with him, and the whole 
of his establishment, consisting of sixteen men and apprentices^ and four 

. * 'We trust the I^ords of the Admiralty will take an early opportubity of prtN 
IDoting Lieutenant Hulcbispu to the rank of Coiomauder.— E b, 
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women, for tKe avowed purpose of carrying on hib future concern 
«t Pitisburgli,, the. Binoingham of America. A silversmith at PJy 
mouth is employed almost from morning to night iii furnishing the emi« 
grants with gold and silver in exchange for hank paper; and were we to 
state the amount thus exchanged, and which theiiccfortli may be t:onsH 
dered as totally lost, as well as the possessors, to the mother country, it 
would he quite eviilence enough, if any be wanting, of the spirit of emi^ 
gratiori. 

« MYSTERIOUS DISCOVERY AT PORTSMOUTir. 

A HUMAN body was lately discovered under the did Sally-port walls, 
which Ute extraordinary powet.of the sen that prevailed had washed out of 
its long-concealed clepusitory. The fragments of clotiiing that adhcreiA^to 
the body, shews that tiie man 1ms beep a soldier; and suspicion arose that 
he^ii!d been murdered.^ The circumstance fed to the investigation of what 
hitherto undiscovered murders, or siispic'ons of such, had hcon perpetrated 
in that neighbourhood ; and it appears, that about the year 1780, a woman 
named Mary Baker, and her daughter, were tried at the county assizes, for 
the supposed murder of a marine, who was missing. But ns the only evi- 
dence tliat could be adduced in proof of guilt, was that of Mary Baker's 
only son, who was an idiot, they wore, from want of evidence, acifuirted; 
the body then not being found. — Injy786, a woman, living at Chatham, 
followed a watchman,, and ^itreateoiiitu to take her into custody, as she 
had been accessary in a murder. The watchman, ihinking ai first that she 
was insane, disregarded what she said ; at last, wcarieil with her importu- 
nities, he conveyed her to the constable, who ordered heriinto continrment 
for ihe night. The next morning she was examined before Kdward Pilchdr, 
Esq. a justice of the peace, before whom she made ibc following con- 
fcasion :-^That about six years ago, she lodged at the bouse of a womans 
who lived on the I'oint at Portsmouth, and carried on the employment of 
a jirocuress for seamen : that -^he then cohabited with a marine belonging 
to the Courageux ; who iiaving received about ten guineas prize-nioiity, 
the danglitir of the said procuress endeavoured to seduce him to sleep with 
her that night ; but be refused : that the inaiine being intoxicated with 
liquor, the daughter knocked him down with a poker, and repeated her 
blows till he was dead : that they then all assisredSn carrying out the body 
to the sea shore ; to w'hich fastening stones, liiey endeavoured to sink it in 
the water ; bur finding that iiielFectual, ibey dug a hole in the br-ach, and 
buried it; rHat the inoihcr afterwards gave her six guineas, if she would 
not publish the fact, hift go over to Ireland; to which she consented ; but 
that her mind was so disturbed in cons!tc|uence of the part she had taken, 
that she could have no peace by night or by ^ay ; and wlis therefore 
resolved to give herself up. Upen 4liis confession, she was conMnitted to 
Maidstone gaol. This is thg same murder for which Mary Baker and her 
daughter were tried six years before ; and the body discovered above, 
there is no doubt, is that of the man murdered by these persons. Though 
the powqr of conscience was so strongly marked in the case of one of tho 
perpetrators, yet, in this instance, none concerned experienced the relribii- 
live justice due to their crime io this world; and they are all Long since deac^ 
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On ih Increase of the Nary, 

s 

, Letter VL 

•IK. EDITOR, * IQlh 

I N your Number for March, youhai»s laid before ydfcr reader:* the partied- 
larsof the naval estimates for tl}e present year, and also a copy of the 
portof the finance committee, after examining tl:eir detail and aiiiont|^tfyis 
report, in my opinion, is p judicious and able one, it gSues much ramahlc 
information on a very InSportant and aUnys iiiferestmg stil)jact to the 
British nation; and it decidedly expresses the opinion, founded on a convic- 
tion of the navy being our right arm, that it oaghi to be increased, 
I Strengthened , and perfected as quickly as possible : to accomplish this 
desimble end, no additional expense, if properly employed, will be with* 
held by Parliament, or given reluctantly by the people. 

It proceeds to notice, that' co/i«dm<6/e Exertions are still making to 
repair our ships, and proceed wdtii those now on iho stocks, hut gives no 
information of what w^as accomplished last year; aid only tells us, that the 
new ships alreatiy ordered are to be proceeded with ; neiiher advi'rting to 
the continued exertions of other naval states in preparing navies, nor to the 
evident necessity for bdilding our new ships of superior sizes and powers. 

am, however, truly happy to obseiTe, that great additions are making to 
the dock-yards at Sheeriiess, Chatham, and Pembroke, and that there is 
good ground to hope we shall be enabled, by hauling up even our largest 
men of war for repair, on slips, by means of an inclined plane, to give luH 
energy to our ship- building in future years, by appropriating the docks 
entirefi/ to new ships, and repairing the old, as in the case of the Kent, on 
temporary slips ; this will assuredly'give a great, and decided impulse to 
our efforts to re-construct and pref^hre a powerful and durable naVy. 
—Although tlie naval estimates, as'' given by you, do not furnish us 
with the particulars of what is intended to be done during the present 
year, only that the new ships are to be proceeded with,*’yet I sincerely 
hope it is seriously intended, at any rate so soon as those are launched (I 
shall regtet if it cannot be done sooner), to lay down a sufficient number- of 
ships of all classes, on (he principle of the Americans, and of equal dimen- 
sions and capabilities ; for howeveV tiri\Villing* the Board of Admiralty may 
Le to depart from tlie old system, it is unavailing and absurd to expect that 
our present 74’s or 46's can cope with those powerful Sfi’s and OS’s of the 
Americans; nor will the excuse be listened to, in any future war, that 
this dificrence of force tvill sufficiently account fur any disaster or misfor^ 


* 1 am sorry to be obliged to state this seeming unwilllnguess. - 
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iune thnt mny befal our qfivy. No, Sir, we have fiad ample experience^ 
and now hafe time .to proDt by it ; and if Government, or the Board, an 
determined to sacrifice the glorious and prominent character of the Britisn 
navy, by obstinately adhering to their own rules, instead of following tlia 
cause pursued by other powers, great will be rheir and seveh the 

reprobation of the nation and the navy. But, Sir, I will hope |fCtter tilings 
of them, and that having once seen the necessity * of making something 
like adequate preparations for contending with the Americans on equal 
terms, they will nut allow cheir efibrts to be enfeebled, or their vigour to* 
cease, because wg are now at peace. Surely ^the sbnic reasons which 
•riginanp induced governrncitl^ order such ships to be built as the Lean- 
derand Newcastle, ^he Firth, Glasgow, Liverpool, &c. &c. still contidle 
in force for increasing both the ntnubef and durability of such dcscriptmn 
of.igl|sels, now esinblished as our heaviest class of frigates ; and also for 
builuing, with as little delay as possible, new iine-of-battle ships (and not 
a few), of the size and force the Americans h^c recently sent us a model 
and sample of, in their Franklin. 

1 sincerely hops that tlii%measure, although perhaps necessarily defcrrcit 
for a little, is yet seriously in contemplation, as it is one of the utmost 
importance to our continued naval greatness; and shall rejoice tr^ leafii, that 
the new 84*s now building, will be made capable of mounting as many 
heavy guns as the American ships, and that our present 74’s, some of 
whom are also it seems tii hand, to Irave their force increased, by being 
made to carry heavier guns, will be capable of rneetmg tbcm on equal 
terms. 1 shall be most happy to hear that both of thi?se schemes will 
prove in some degree adequate to our wants, and when slips become 
vacant, and more sliips are ordered to be built, 1* am convinced the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, after seeing the Franklin, and being so perfectl/ 
aware of the great and unremitting e\ertiuiis making by that power in par* 
licular, to acquire a navy, of peculiar excellence and strength, will not 
Ijhesitate at once to issue his conimunds for our speedily obtaining an addi- 
tional number of similar ships : certainly the prospect of having sooner or 
later again to contend with this enemy, makes the odoption of measures of 
precaution imperiously neccss^ary ; and their delay irksome, not only to the 
aation, but peculiarly so to the British uuvy ; for Although we have at pre- 
sent twenty sail of 50 and 60-guii ships, ycl these are hardy now sufficient 
to endure three years service on foreign statious, snd when they return, 
must be condemned, inost of them having been too quickly built, o>h the 
spur of the moment, anc^of green materiahi; to replace them, we have^ve 
building, and 1 believe only otic likely to be launched during the present 
year, whilst there arc now on the stocks 35 of 4fi guns, of the common 
class and size of frigates, fit indeed 4o» cope with Frciicli or Spafilsh, but 
certainly not with the heavy^American ships. The Americans have now 
four or five 'ships of the line a-fioat, and a dozen more nearly ready to 
launch ; what have we of a similar description ? even our three-deckers are 

* They Were obliged during the Ute' cunleit to run up in a few laoaihi, 
90 sail of 50*1. 
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inferior to them, except perhaps in a calm ; and our two-declcefs, if we 
t^ept the Foudroynnt, Tonnant, and Malta (and they evtfo are of infe- 
tior dimensions), are less than i/iese giants of the oceaUt by at least 6 or 
800 tons ; the'ealihre of iheir puns must of course he equally dispn>|)or- 
tionnte : if we Advert to our 20>gtni ships, and 10-pun sloops, I believe the 
difference will be found in tiie same proportion. I arn led to parHcuhirize 
these things, by oI>scrvinp no advertence or remark whatever on ilic sub- 
ject*, momentous as i(<is, in the estimates, or the finance report on them; 
but if affairs wear belter and more cnconrapiiip aspect than I have ob- 
served, or been able to ascertain,* most sincerely slmll i rejoice in receiv- 
inp the intellipcnce, and be most happy to bear tolunony to the ^wisdom 
and vigour of the naval anmiiiistration,* in these, as I heartily approve of 
it in other respects ; und I aiiuconlldent the late appointment of two gallant 
and experienced naval officers that. Board ; i;#:. Sir Giorge Cockhurn 
and Sir IT Tlotham, uiil be atteudetl vvith very important advantapes, and 
beneficial cntiscquciu es to the navy ; having served on the Amcriciiii coast, 
thry know the growing power and capability of that country, and will give 
their voice for wisely preparing in time, before the hour f)fdaiigtr and of 
trial comes, to meet its utmost rape. Hoping that Bricaniiia will long 
reign triuiirpiiUot on the main, 1 am, 

• 

■ * cytoOur* 

Impcrtitilis's Dtjenceuf his last Letter. 

m 

• Mil. rniTOR, * 26/4 April, 1818. 

A FfLill ihc vl'ry fligivificd arldre‘s*«cs to me, which you have published, 
imparl i.ditv dcnir'uds the iiiHortion of this. Let it not he said, that 
your work |MO-jcribes vice and bdly, only wlicn tliey are not allied to title 
and to powei ; and that ihose alone meet with aocnsarioii and reproach in 
it, on wlnim justice is already frowning uitli all her terrors, or misfortune , 
has depressed into in'dgiiirj<’aiH e. 

An ahsciicc of tw'o years in a distant r|ijnrter of ilie globe has kept me in 
continued ignorance of llic answer** viliich T find the Naval (Chronicle con- 
tains to my last letter. t* 1 am s»i»rrv that I have thus lor such a Irnptb of 
time laboured under the imputation of ingratitude. So pciutrating a cha- 
racter as my opponent, ought to have hern aware, that gralituile, w'as only 
due for benefits conferred, or v. here the intention has been to benefit. How- 
ever, in the present instance, 1 tiiail not trouble myself with the motives of 
bis generosity, the obligation (ifaciy) belonging piitirely to thq,printer of 
the N. C. if be will extend Ids corrections of the press to bis own letter, 
the occupation cannot be iinsnitablQ;^! i^huiild not recommend such an em- 
ployment to any man but its author. ^ 

• Mr. Ooker says our navy is in excellent condition, and a most effective 
filite; but the finance report sayii, it is only to be put into that elective condi- 
tion as quickly as pussibJe^mark the distincuon. 1 liope uo time will be lusb 
then. 

i Vide VuJ. XXXV. pp. 42* 124. 128. 
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If P»P,K» was hiinRelf Pirst Lord of the Admiralty, his intcrprefuiiun of 
tlie commenceaoenr. of my letter would perhaps he very natural, liiordiiit^e 
vanity snatches alike at eulotiy and reproof, too eai^cr to hesitate, and too 
blind to distinguish those subtle reservations winch sometinries mark their 
Only distinction. No, Sir ; the “ Noble Lorfl’^ may do wnuig without the 
assistance of 9ttj/ ilattcry. ^ 

With re‘»pL*ct to a plan for the improvement of gunners, P, P, K, is 
right. I ought to haie ollered one, if I ought toiliavc written: upoif the. 
subject at all. 1 intended it; but having understood^ ihac the Admiralty 
were about to iiiuke considerable uiicrations in Ahe situations of the war* 
rant olhtfers, [ supppsid A‘o;//e^an detcniiiiied upon. I Imped also in the 
new r^ulatioiis tor the cxainiiiutmli of midshipmen, wiiich were issucefin 
the begiiiiiiMg of 1816, to have found «i litli^ gunnery required as a f^rt of 
tbjibqualdications. err in our jiidgiiieiits of our fclIow-crcaturcs is the 
common lot, nor om it be exprcti'd tluu the eye ol reason should foresee 
all the possible aberrations of ill-direcied intellect. 

I have always believed it an undcinablo rule in war, to provide the most 
powerful and eibcacious wcripoiis, calrulating upon the strength and wisdom 
of those who were to wield tliciii. I’o wiiiihoid the mean? of offepce and 
defence lu ilscu* utmost ixieiit, upon the pica oriuconij)etcnc\ ift the officers 
to whom their direction must be intrifsted^ is to Mj|,pO'e such men most 
unlit for tlieir stationg. As this motive would imply iuih<»eiliry in govern- 
ment, and inclhcieiicy ill itsseivaiits, so any other ks too ridiculous lor 
serious examiiMiion, \Vc do not go to war, to ^ 

Pide tmd !i!|uall w idi mimic anger /raiiglil, 

O’ercumr in gesture, and dcsim\ ludhought*. 

Peibaps I'. P.K. would desire to lake the guns from the main-decks of 
oiir frigates, lest they should tend to ** rahe up a spit it of acrimonp btlwetn 
vovit’iulln" pozLfrsy Since the battle of IVafalgar, the navy of Great 
* Britain has hern employed in nothing else but ravsiging the coasts of her 
cncinics. e have chased the monster into ilie recesses «jf his rlen, and is 
it there that the champion of fieace wonid ha.e wished ns to stop? Italy 
would long have tolerated the niartello towers wiiii which her cainqueror 
encircled her rocks, had not the assadaiii invulied in common flcsinictiun 
with them, her ports and her trade. It is to Captains Ilo'^te, Duncan, 
and Napit'r, that her early tnianci|)aiit>ii may he nltiihuud, and our 
American tfophies, with one exceprif.n, torn from In r shores.* To 
enter prisinfs yonng, Captuinh vve arc indelfled for tlie few laurels our late 
naval war-lias afforded. P. P. A'.’s rnefaphor, “ lh.it the praise of the un- 
worthy is like netting hreyth on a polished mirror/ is ‘•o [jiciry, that 1 .'oo 
Sony it is not corret t. The cliamrrcliSiic of virtue is its hiipeiiorfty to opi- 
nion. It soars above the rei**h of c.dumiiy, nor can iirai'^e add huoyaiicy to 
its wine, or vigour to its night. I iheicisati luiitic tutus met it disrmrt 
from \irtuc, let 1\ P.K, enjov it: I am sure 1 shall ca-^t in» n i.-iy pi u-is 
over it; and 1 shall agree \Mih him, that from mii7i Jt-roi <'r 

censure is more ** giaieful *\llian appiubaiiou. 

i3au,€ijron. Vui.xxxix. l 
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An annnYmous writer would in vain endeavour to prove that he whs 
actuated by no private resentment in an attack upon any coinAiunity ; bo- 
cause, under wliatever iurm lie offer his exculpation, it would still 

rest solely on, the merits of bis untried veracity. However, if his ar^u« 
xnc'.us are good, the thinkiu!!; world will rest satisfied with his conclusions* 
They liave neither leisure nor inclination to inquire into causes. I care not 
whether the late act of Parliament, by which so many thousand children 
havx) been rescued Iroin the rapacity of the cotton maiiufncturcrs, originated 
' in Sir Kobert Peel, or Sir Francis Unrdett ; whether it is the monument of 
repentant atoiicmdnt, or the stepping-stone of popular ambition. Our 
fellow-croatiircs enjoy the bcrKfit of its existence. 

It is fortunate for P. P. K. that he has premised his observations by 
declai'ing his intention of exposing giy malice ; for, like Balaam, he some- 
dines blesses where he intended ta^curse. His logjc is peculiar to himself, 
though his language is so common that we have all heard it, but never 
without wishing it conlined te those nurseries of which it is the particular 
produce and cultivation. 1 c.'innot, indeed, on iliis occasion blame his 
choice ; they are very worthy of each other. 

I continue to think that the pursers of his Majesty's navy occupy 
a higher Staton than they are entitled to by their employment. Let 
their instructions he cxaiiiiiied, pnd it will be found) that the only 
accomplishments required, are reading, writing, and a little arithmetic. 
Their moral endowments ought to be those of every man in every station. 
The rank of captain in the army w'as once respectable indeed, in itself ; it 
was a sudicient hitroduction to the first society in England. But now, Sir, 
1 desire to be acquainted with the man who holds it, before f dare pro- 
nounce him respectable/ and then I rejoice to add one more to the number 
^hat are still left to redeem it. I do not mean this as any reflection on pur- 
sers in particular. I did not foi get that they held the rank of captain. 
But if 1 had chosen to remember who bestowed it upon them, 1 might have 
spared my last letter. Military rank was originally created in order to form 
that concatenated subordination whicli provides, that, except the two 
extremes, there can be no individual without a superior and an inferior. 
And these ranks were the rew'ards oT the several degrees of rnilitarj^ merit 
which filled them, and Vhich placed, for military purposes, at their arlu- 
trary direction, all below them. A degree of rank was nece^ary to secure 
to the civil orders the respect of the lowest classes in both services. That 
the pursers had before. What is there desirable in the rank 

which has been bestowed upon Vheni ^ Has it incfcased their power ? Has 
it rendered them le^s subordiiiatfe to the warrant ofiieers, to the niidship- 
men, where no supcr^ior oflicers are present,? Or was it to render the 
necessary subiiiission ui these cases*- iirjre palatable to them? An inde- 
pendent and spiiited man diMdains to carry the trappings of power without 
its substance ; a mi/zd/W superior, and a real iiilerior. '1 hey have dimi- 
nished the iHiik of each iiiriividual lieutenant, by incrensitig the number of 
those who bhnic it in common with him, and they have degrf^ded it by 
dragging all to their own level. Let those who wish to form an idea of the 
condition of many pursers on shore, consult Mr. Forbes's speech on the 
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‘'ti^ycct, nitd Mr. Croker s aiisvicr, during the last scsbion of Parliament, 
'I'liey will scfe in there stated, that the country scarcely contains one despi- 
cable situation which has not the honour to he filled hy im ii holding the 
rank of lieutenant in the navy. I do not deny that there are lieutenants 
also reduced to the same circumstances. Thi5 is alone the case, wheiT such 
gentlemen have risen from low stations, and have no other snppnrf than 
rlieir pay. It is liberal to suppose that they were promoied for iin*ir supe- 
rior ability ; and if so, let me ask one rjuestioii, in^wlnch the whole uavy 
joins with me — Is it not disgraceful 1o a great natioHy that theu shoidd 
starve by their dependence on the gralifudr of a sa'vice which so long 
depended on them ? I humbly presume the pursers iiavc not equai 
claims. ‘ • • 

I*, I\ K, does not seem to be satisfies! with my declaration (** that^ there 
are, no douhr, pursers Jin the navy tvhtt are men of strict honesty ami ex- 
cellent education ”). I hope his cqnsi .cnee dues not renroacli him witli 
the magnitude of my concession. However, if he is a purser, lie may, 
perhaps, by declaring it, absolve himself from any charge of this nature, 
as some pursers have gone so fur as to deny such an attribute to the otticcis 
of his class. 

The “ Vice-Admiral” says, "If ImparfiaftshA'l not so upjnsdy aftacked 
the tradesmen 4 jf our country, the re'^t of his letter would not have been 
worthy of the least notice.” I Then ** my attack” on the tradesmen uas 
worthy of notice. Unhappy tradesmen ! you arc dpsiined to sutler luo^t 
from your profes'icd iViemls. Your cause is huppiiy better than yonr advo- 
cate; who, the reverse of his coadjutor, col'll s whore Inr meant tobhss. 
If my lett«lr was only woiihyof the Adiniial^ attention, it would dci'le 
even the fingers of tlic pastrv*rook. • 

The professions and (lai)es by whi^h mankind are independently and 
bonesdy supported, are equally honouruhlc in the estimation of every wise 
man. But there arc sonic wdiich require gi eater powers of mind than 
totiiers. This difference resolves them into various classes, ot which the 
highest are the most intellectual. And mental ability leigns in every rising 
state, till grown powerful enough by her exi riions to disdain ber further 
ussistaucc, she is puslied from her flirone by wealib. He whose iniiul is 
elevated above sublunary firojects by the conicruphiLious of pliilosopiiy, or 
detached from the grovtlmg pursuits of huimniiiy by pit ailing Us comimm 
cause, will feel im association of mind wiilj the stalcsiium, who cxii-ts by 
corruption, Mid wlio must at Ins jienl encouiagc it; or wuh the soblicr, 
who is the involuntary and indifferent inswument of lawless agirressioii, or 
imperious* self-defence. Nor can tlie*waiTior stoop tituii the carter ot 
glory to syinpatiiise witli the various sficculaiioiis^ol iiisati.thft; gam, and 
the narrow views of labouring aiidsdncwnieiited poverty. Tlicse o^iaiwctera 
are utreriv incoiigiuous. T^tre may be a very nurcenaiy bungler at the 
head of a fleet ; and mure than one warlike cobler has i xch.ingi d his art fur 
the sword, yeti should nut think of placing the “ Vict-Admiral” audit 
cobler oiua level, thuugii the world, considering their professions, could 
mure easily spare tiie udiiiir^U /unless llie cobler mends bhocs no better 
xbau the udiiilrai writes* 
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I'lie infticiicc whicl) these gcntletncn drew from my reasoning, wsis not 
mine. When next ihey invent for me, I heg they wjll ciid^vour to be 
more accurate, and recollect that they are not writing in their own charac- 
ters. 1 said that the traclcsnuin hud un interest to eiieat, and that he must 
he pelpetually o( copied hy his gains, or that he vMuild lose. The truth of 
these two iissertioiis iny opponents dispute. As to the fir^^r, tiierc is iiiir 
questionaldy only one m// interest — oiii spiritual welfare. Uui the iiitcr- 
ven^on of a grain of sand may shut out a iiiouiitain fiom the eye ; not be- 
'cause the grain is large, but because the eye is sinail. Thus the weakness 
of human resolution' is overpowered hy the mo^t iiiiinodiaie tempiatiotis. 
1 will not insult the admiral's cxperunce hy pretending to cxpl uii to him 
the natuie of this/uA'c 'My second assertion is demonstrated in 

every rnaxnn which has been hande^ down hy our pro\ident and sapient 
forefathcis to their thrifty postcritf^ from Mile End tJ) Temple Har, by 
every aplmiism which declares war against the wandering muse, and pro- 
scribes all hooks Gteept the ledger, it was not of moral failing that I com- 
pluined, but of ihc course of ideas so foreign to all polite inlonuation and 
iinprovcnient, vUiich are generated by these employments. In my opinion^ 
finally, puisers aie not in ^enciul fitted by education for tlu^ rank which 
they InVId. , vvas an aukwaid attempt to dcfeiul them, hy making ilieir 
cause cinninoii vuth such hi ewers us^JVii. XN Inthiead, and {)uch grocers as 
the East India C-ompany. P 

The Admiral is once more purzling himself in the simplicity of liis hearty 
and inaniiy of his peric'raniiirn, about Eatriotisin. ** Eatrititisni is indeed 
a word of such Extensive signilicaiion, iliat it may be a muiter ol' doubt 
whether Newgate sliuts in or out those who ^uivc the fairest uluims op it. 
A leading patriot only gives his cars in excliange for his celebrity, and the 
Very gazeis at his elevation are patriots. In short 

“ All who were and ail wliu were not,” 

aie patriots. Sincerity ^sickens at liic ronstaut opposition hetwern worrb 
and their iiienniiigs. Virtue mu^t spe ik .m incormptible hiiiguage, or be 
content to offer a *»il'. iit cxam|i!e ; actions cannot be long mibinterpreted. 

Ttie “ ViCf-Aduiirar’ rnu‘>t bnusT lf have IjcIh ved, that there was a 
“ ma^irol sj cil in 7 an!: lonfoi ndin^ ihf sfnsf’%'* to have appended his own 
to his letter, and tondly imagined Iliat it was a passpoi^ for criticism. 
With 7/0/ nanit: he may I croinr- early acquainted ; but however diificult it 
flight be for him to luiit the reputation of his, he ought toiknow that his 
rank is easily di'-giMceil ; the world ex-piTtcd hener tilings from a “ Vice- 
Admiral." lie has still a retreat •■winch I shall allow him, at ti,ie expense 
of his undeVsiandiiig ; his iiitenrions may have been good. If so, 1 cancel 
^oy animndvcTsioiis, and sincerely pity him. 

YourV, &c. 


^mharUa^M, 
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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE EARL SPENCER. 

MY LORD, 

W HEN I adtlressetl your Lord<^.hip in August last, oil the subject of 
the Corporation of the Trinitv-UouseJ as regarded seamen, 1 then 
i^aid, it was my intention to oft’er some further brief remarks, under the 
sarious hrad-^ mentioned at that time. 

1st. What has been the consequence of the alf^ation of the constitu- 
tion of this Corporation, with respect to the objects for which it was’ 
originally instituted ; and which were no othej tliim for the public good, 
and the welfare of British seamen ? 

When this Body, agreeably to Aeir first institution, *^cnnsisted of a mas* 
ter, four wardens, and ei;;ht assistants, cliojen annually by all the brethren 
of the Gmlrl, and liable to be removed by them, at any time during the 
year, cither nvting to neglect, or im|>roper coiulucl, in their public capa- 
city, They then were a free and independctii Body, as it was intended bv 
their founder they should be. At that time, it was neressaiy that ever v 
man who wished to fill llic place ofi?a superior in the Corporal ion, shouUl 
have proved, by his abilities and conduct, tliar he was worthy of the eonfi- 
dcjncc of the principal part of the brclhreii of the Guild, ^nil capable to 
ga’ide and duett their alhiirs, for iht*qr<K)(l of the coniitry in all its maritime 
co.iccinri, as prescribed by t^eir rbarier ; nod also to maintain the lights 
and piivilegcs pertaining to the <eainen of this realm, «as being attached to 
tiioir profession; he would not otherwise become the object of their 
clioico. , * , 

To onabfe them to perform the duties of this Corporaiion, it was wu’scly 
decided ill the first instance, that its officers should not be under the con- 
trol of any man, or body of men, except their own j>iofL&su»n, who Duly 
lire capable of forming a correct opinioiHof ilieir judgment in nautical 
ailairs, when acting as the upholders of the principles prescriht'd by char- 
ter, Thus circumstanced, tlie good of their eounri y, in all its maritime 
concerns, and the wellare of their profession, were the particular objects 
of tbeir care. , 

They then could act as an independent bi»dy, .without fear or subsorvi- 
enre to any but their profession ; und ofi’criheir opinions to tho.se in power, 
according to the duties imposed upon them by charter ; and if not ai tended 
to, they they could oifer public remonstrance, as in i he reign of James I. 
a duty ibcy arc bound l,o pel form for tljp publi''. good. Such were the 
advantages derived from tins Corporation, ulicn neting on its original con- 
isLlutioii.* It then e-xcrceed a vigilant guardianship over tli^e welfare and 
increase ot Bmish shipping, and British seamen, *uud the general interests 
of the navigation of these realms. 

Wlien J«iiies II. came t<T ilie throne in 1685, from his having been par- 
tial to the naval service, dining the piececlmg leign, and having commanded 
in person, he had by that iiiean.s rendered Iniuself much esteemed among 
iJjc seamen of tins realm. Eiom this, he no doubt prcMimed that he could 
draw them over to promote bis ovmi views, and cause tlicni to embrace 
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jropery. To aceompliBli thVobject^ mmong the hr^t acts of hitf reyn, he 
altered the constitution of this Corpori|ion, under the pretence \)f confinri- 
iog that which was already confirmeo, by having existed for many reigns 
befor^ At that time naval and ipercantile officers and seamen were nearly 
one and the^ame persons. * 

The peculiar manner in which Jnmes II. framed the constitution of this 
Corporation (and as it now remains), is a true specimen of the artful 
* jpoliey of those connected with the Church of Rome in those days. After 
a preamble, alleging^ the^pecious pretence of confirming all those rights and 
privileges conferred upon them by former Kings and Queens, the Charter 
ordains, that the Corporation should consist of one master, four wardens^ 
eight assistants, eighteen elder brethren, and one clerk ; from this num* 
her to be chosen annually, a nvister^deputy-master, rleputy-wardons, &c. ; 
the first Corporation after this cor^pination, was named by himself i after 
which time they were to be self-elected ; leaving only tCK'tllitbrethren of the 
Guild, the right of vote to elect a master from among ihTs self-elected 
Body, annually, on Trinity Monday, and reserving to himself tiie power of 
removing one, or all, whenever he n^igh^ choose. 

Having arranged the constitution of this corporation according to his own 
views, seoil after caused Mass to be performed on hoard of Admiral 
Strickland's ship, at Spithead, with a^i iiitentimi to introduce it through the 
fleet. This so enraged the seamen, that tl^ey were going to throw the 
Priests ovei board, caused so much general discontent among them, 
fhaC he was under the iiecexsiiy of going himstdf to Portsmouth, to appease 
them by Ins presence. Compare this /conduct witli the 10th bye-law, 
framed at that Vme, hy the first CorpotoHon under that constitution, 
wherein it is pnrtirdllirfy expressed, that Public Worship shall be per- 
fonned on board of ships, agreeably to I be ritual of the Church of 
England. 

Although this viidation of their bye-laws, made at that period, took 
place, we do nor find that any reiiionstrancc was offered hy the Corpora* 
lion, as in the days of James 1. hecaiise they were iu»w become a dependent 
and servile Body, agreeably to the cstahlishmeiit of the present constitu- 
tion, and Co dare to rciiionstrate, might have been the loss of their 
situatioMf. 

From chat time the Corporation of the Trinity-House has i|jd|Sed to be a 
free and independent Body ; and from that period it may be dated, that 
' the profession of a seaman in tins coui.try 1ms been gradually (fli the decline, 
until reduced to their now degraded state, lieneatfj that of every other elate 
of British s^hjecis. • 

Such, my Lord, have been the dire effects of tkeaitful policy of James II. 
over the indepeiid'cuce whicii oughc'td aftach to this Corporation ; a Body 
who ougliC to iusiruci the executive governmfnt in maritime ^affairs, and 
support British seamen in their just rights and privileges, by suggesting wise 
laws and rt gii'Iaiioiis for, tbe ^hipping interests and n|ivigat>oii of these 
. Khaims, and tor tbe guidance and good will of seamen, to nphoUl them in 
tiiar rank of society to which they are entitletUify tiieir professioiJ. Instead 
ofiiiis; they have uot only allowed tbem to oe ill-tFeuied and degraded, 
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but ikm bhve allowed the Corporatiou to tink into a state of servility and 
insignincande^*when compared to ^nt indepeiidant state in which they 
were first placed by their original founder, whose intentions there can be 
no doubt, as I shall hereafter prove, were, to establish the rank of the pro* 
fession, upon a footing, equal, if not superior, to any other in the 
kingdom. 

This Corporation having been instituted for the purposes before-men- 
tioned, although not acting up to its original prieciples, has prevented 
ether institutions being founded, until lately, for similar purposes; and to 
this cause may be ascribed those evils whiclw have lately been felt by 
British seamen, through the want of a system founded on the true niaiitime 
policy of this country for their maifsgeroent and welfare. 

So much was this Corporation respected qpd esteemed, in earlier times, 
that Trinity Monday, the day of the'^nual election for superiors of the 
Corporation, bt'came a day of rejoicliig among seamen^ and those con* 
■ected with shipping, by a display of flags, ringing of bells, and firing of 
salutes, as tlte procession passed to and from Deptford, which of late years 
has dwindled gradually away, until eow nearly extinct. 

Ac that time a public notice was given to all the brethren of the Guild, 
some Sundays previous to Trinity Monday, in the churches of Deptford, 
Rotherhithe, Wapping, &c. and that she election would take place on that 
day. Even since the presebt constitution has been formed, a similar 
notice was given, until within these few years, for j^oiuigcr brothers to 
attend, aud elect a master.— -Why has this been declined f 

Allow me to ask, my Lord, if would not he more conbistent with, an^ 
emblematical of, the preseiiMcgradcd state of my profession, to go into 
mourning on this day, and express their feelings* tv a display of lings 
hoisted iialf-mast, toiling of bells, and firing haif-ininute guns, for the de- 
parted rights and privileges which formerly belonged to the British Seaman. 

I am, with much respect, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 


Llot/tfs Coffee-House, 




Letters to a Friend relative to his Sons cniniug Xke Naval Service. 

• Leiieb IL • 

• • • • 

my dear sill, ^ Sej)tr,mhcr 180T. 

I T is wiih*no small degree of plensnrc 1 find that Captain ■■ ■ — - has 
olFiTcd to receive Clmrlcs on b'>ard his ship, for could you have 
ahosen fr^ia out flte whole service the man wlioni you would wish to hold 
up to your son as a model for imitation, you could not have made a moie 
worthy election. Captain — — has been a r»olcIier of fortune, and of the ’ 
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eArly pcirt of his career I know but little ; it was by mere ciccident that ht 
was appointed a lieutenant of the ship he oow coinmufids, *an^ on joining 
her, found himsell the tfsnior. The Agamemnon was tl cii commanded bj 
the hgro nbw so deeply regrptted by the navy and by the nation, aad who 
than, by tlie aetivuy of his set vice, was laying the foundation of his future 
faM. Congenial minds aie seldom long in discovering each other: the 
lieutenant bec^ime the fiim liiend and companion of bis capuiii, and con- 
•tinued so nntil the Inst momenta of his life ilo was always distinguished 
Oa board for a promptness o( action, uccompanifd by a cool determined 
courage when opposed to (he enemy , and foi hrmness and regularity in 
COtiActing the duties of the ship, that would have recommended him to e 
far less accurate obsener than me ofheer with whom Piuvulence had placed 
Kim. To (hose distinguishing .rates ^of a good ofheer, was added an urba* 
ni^ of mannefs, the natural effect of an amiable disposition, that made 
hke beloyed by every individual in the ship. 

In the Agaiiieiniioii you will find the vulgu idea, that the duty of a man 
of war cannot be earned on without cursing and swcaiing, eftctually con* 
tradicted A religious educatiofl had early taiight^the wickedness, 
as acfvrect nifliiuer of thinking soon convinced hi n of tlie vulgarity, of this 
disgusting bafiir It wai then, as it is now, far too prevalent among 
officers in the service | but he ijobl) withstood the force of evample, and 
now furnishes one in his own p< ison, how easy it is to conduct a slup with* 
out having rccnuisc to it Let us theiefoie look upon it as an auspicious 
omen for our young man, that he is thus enabled to commence Ins c<i«eer 
with a person whom he may look up to ».s a perfect icprcscntativc of what 
a naval ofhcei oiif^ht to be 

,, I may now be allowed to congramhte vourst If on tlie proper sense you 
have cntei tamed of your own dutyj*espcctjng the education of your son. 
Tbb sirtuous education of our offspiing, who, by then futuie r'snk in the 
service, may iiifluence the moialsot a community, of such consequence to 
the state as uic the rising officers in the navy, and to whom an almost 
absolute power is necessarily given over a class of men whose value is felt 
and ucknowledgid by every 1 nghstim m, is doubtless one of the most iin- 
portaHC duties of a par^t who thus dedicates his child to the sen ice of his 
coudtryb ** Ihe happiness or inisciy, not merely of an iU^lj!|du il, but of 
^le woild, depends upon the good oi bad morals of its mhl|Bn 4 Pns, and Uie 
mor^s of men chiefly depend on the principles of action impressed on the 
^ of childteii.”* ^ , 

111 the navy, believe me, that po onu will ever make a good officer, un- 
less he 18 pt tiieaamc time a good man. ]f yoin son sliould m future turn 
but ill, you will liave the comfoit of knowing that you have mat to vcproacli 
yoiliSeU with h ivmg negledcd liis education if well, you may )ustiy attri- 
bute some mirit to your own foiesiglit and a^iduity in the ctxnduct oi h s 
^pduc'Uion. writing thus sc riously, you will perccue that iMook upon 
^hgiims instfuctfon us the fiuicst basis of future lesper^bihty of character, 
Its wcllm the tutvy as in all other piofcssions ; aiiCl <fm hapl^^n kiiow- 

* Du WatsouS letter to Lord Eustou ; htt hi> Lite 
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iiig, lliat in tliis point your son's Aiture comni^ndQr perfectly agrees with 
me. f do iv>t ineau that lie should set hiniseir up either for a preacher or 
a teacher of morality among his ineestnates, hut that he should be hnbi* 
tuated to consider the Gospel as containing a ^iile of life, which no pro- 
pensities of sense^ no fashion of the world, np liceaUous cbiiversat^n of 
infidel companions, should ever induce him to disparage or ridicule ; hut 
on the contrary, one that it beliovcs us to fullow and abide by, as far as 
the frailty of our natures will admit. This truth you will, f;iam aware, not 
only impress on his mind at his einbuikntion, but^nake it frequtpitly the. 
subject of yiiur letters to him ; it is this silone will prm*e his sufegoai^ 
from^be snares of vice, and his support in battle ; for believe rhe^hat 
the mere instinctive courage, which few {Englishmen are found defictlM In, 
is not alone that which is required in the officer. His must be a higher and 
a nobler sentiment : the bravery of Ae mind, that rrusting solely to the ■ 
proteciioii, but, resigridU to the will dSp an all-poweiful and omniscient 
Being, goes into action prepared for the blow which may in a moment 4/^- 
prive him of existence ; all extraneous matter discharged from his thoughts, 
his energies are solely directed to one point-— >ihe honour and advantage of 
his country in the defeat of iier enemiis. 

Captain will inform you what stock of linen, and other i^pccssa- 

ries, will be sufficient for Charles on his out-fit ; and of boo\s,*what room 
can bo spared in a midshipman's chesf will^ not contain a great number ; 
some, however, are absolutAy necessary — Mackey's Longitude and Ue- 
quisitc Tables bear as high a character as any work of athe kind, and may 
be safely recommended ; IMendoza Rio's Tables he should by no means he 
without. His books of amusement, few as they must necessarily be, 
should be such ns are calculated either to advance him iibthe knowledge of 
his profession, in the nianncis and custotns of those places to which hi^ 
duty is most likely to give him access, or what may serve to strcnglhen, 
aud at the same time politli his mind. But if to those,! have mentioned, we 
add, ** Plutarch's Lives,’’ by Langhornc, I am afraid we shall have gone us 
far as the luiriow limits of his chest will allow us. I do not mention this 
last ill preference to Addison, on account of language, hut the perusal will 
tend to keep alive his classical rcccligciions. and at the same time inspire 
him with the noble scutiniciits of some of r lie greatest men the world lias 
ever seen. ^ svork much to be desired is a compendium of the life of our 
late liimcn^ bero, Lord Nelson ; tliat by the Rev. J. S, Clarke is too 
voluminous, ^nc more portable is still a gieat for our j^oung 

mariner; yet not so ii>pch abridged bu^ that the character may be dis- 
tinctly traced in^cvery stage of the prufejsion.* Bpoks of travels, descrip- 
tive of .the* mannir? .and habits of nations, he should be instructed to take 
every opportunity of perijsimg : all those from whidli be would derive much 
inforiiiMlion, arc unfortunately toe* \'olunr 2 inous to admit n thought of his ' 
taking them with him but ITe may, nolwithsinnding, wbetiiever the ship is 
in an English pert, take nd vantage of ilic public libraries. A* young nini^'s, 

* Suuthliy’s Lif^ was not pubHslicd at th« lime this letfcr i«* sup. ♦ 

posed l^.'hfye been written. * « 

|iaU.<£!)ro!i.v«i. XXXIX. -sm 
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reiuli^t fi that sktiiiM, rntne of liOMsity bi oxflrimely 
blit itii greotty tn tbb potref of « ’poreot to l$onfine.it t«bo proper ebaii- 
net, bjr oiaklng bim lo hfs Jettan aot Only iofernte fOu what bookr be hat 
read, but of comments apott them | tbis<will here a double advantage not 
Onjj bf bringing hHtnimO the4iabit of thanking on what heeeadSi and bavingan 
ojhion of his bwn on what is plared- before but Kkewise of fonekg 
Widyle and bitguage, which will insensibly imiiiba afiortion of cheatmigtli 
ad nerve of '^e tuthors he is in the habit of commeoting upon. ]|1ie 
* Varae system shutild (dceOiae be followed up when he is employed en a 
Ibreign station/ Iri dehorihlng the ports he visiu, give him to uhderaiaiid 
not be satisfied with the bare information that ha haa beea to tbfs 
plkcFbr tfiat, or that one has magniliemt churches^ and the utber faaed- 
Bome streets, but that you will eipect him to describe the mannen aed 
OustootS of the people, as far u thpy come within the scope of Mawbserva- 
tion and comprehension i to illustrate them by describing the eonduot of 
lid hidniiduals from whom he draws his conclusious* and to ootuie aad 


enlarge u^ion'the peculiar points in which the most marked diiTereoce eiitts 
lidtdmen the babies of those he may ^ among, and of his own eounttynan. 
' He should be desired to remark thtlpparent means of oOenoe and defence 
tlie vnKous^pIpces be visits appeaf to possess^ his idea of the staka of dieir 
troo|w, and Other similar points, which an officer should at no lima gUow 
to past without obsemtioli ; intimating, that it is not a mere general opi- 
hion you require, but his reasons for forming that opinion, as you ava In 
the habit of tracing the spots he refers to iu maps and miUtary plans. By 
thete means he vitl attain h habit of reasoning on the various sakjects 
hirought under his^obserration ; you will be enabled to judge of hit habit^ 
amoiefiients, and opinio.is, and by your reasoning and advice, tbougb at g 
distance, be in a great measure enabled to counteract erroneous idgai, 
etid condrm those which are correct. On board his Majesty's ship ^ 
rule was iu fbree by the midshipmen, which it is much to bainegrfttfd is 
hqt more general in the service ; that is, that every individual who joined 
the mess, should furnish a certain number of books for the general me; 
thus was esubiished a kipdoT mess libiiry ; every one had the advantage 
of access to a considerable dumber of volumes, which each in particular 
was not burthened with,*> more than he could conveniently ca^ about with 
him t a place in the berth was 6tted with shelves for and 

they were under the particular charge of one gendeman^BHiwas either 
appointed*by the captain, or by election among themselves ;f and withnnt 
nrhbse permission no book could be taken from tkwiplaoe. A mess of twwhre 
ydoiig illea were, by thbse means, mt a tricing individual eapensf, supplied 
wisBiiUtftHiie vtdumes that are really necessary. Such an establishttieBt 
Biould, hfiw'ever, be under the psr^cidar direction of Iheeaptaiaof the 
diip, cir ef the first lieutenant, who alone should dictate, on m youth's 
Joining hefv Whaft piiitioii|iar books he should bring ifito the naidpton ttock» 
dUierWiae iiovi|Hi'*n<l skailar crash would pechaps occupy tbo-plai^fdttmri 
'#iufll)i1e work#* • ' 'if * 

^ '*ft^ts i^oeuli a i^irfcrt ona te for €liarlesi «haa Captain ji.OQa.of 

4iAW officers udiOjiiiAldl k point to iniioduBe their inidifhipaid|j||^ fstieh of 
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UmDft ccMK^iict 4oes Dot put itpoi^of )|if pptv^X iQto lb#«bef»t 

i4pjftjliei)iiii|elf lm»«cceH to; iii this bo followt thofwnj^o of great 
!prototfpe» who, whouoverhe |micl vbi^ of cereaion||, had pl^iijp ,as.'manjf 
the yotfiiggentlemeo wtili htiooi could be spared fi^in the sb|lp-*it w^i 
m Ue^iaiopi highly beoCfieml to them in ilieir profeisionBLcareer, 4t 
iftAe Stine ^nl that he said to the Governor of Barbadoes, n^ieUi 
•shed tojdifie— Your Excellency must excuse, nte fojr bringii^ one 
oihidsliipiiieni I maht it a rule to introduceltlicfn to aUi^;gdu{j, 9 Pppany I 
cat, , as they have few to look up to besides mysetf^during jdnie are. 
etjea.’’* Evident as it oertaiulytis how neci^ry aa early, 

<M what te.called good company undoubtedly is, to foriuing an accofhf^ied 
nftcar, 1 have frequently been surprised to see how much it is neglet^^^irt 
the service ; though were the captain of a ship for an instant to rpco|lect|,^at 
she yooths on his quarter-deck iDriy at^a future period be called on to upr 
'hold the credit of clteir Sovereign and their Country, as welihy Uieir caje^ts 
'dad address, 'OS by their gunsi surely* it is n point they would ipofe strips 
SWteiid to. present, a young man too frequently leaves >che ^kpic pt 
the age perhaps of two or three and twenty, almost as much a schopUH^ 
'ih inanncri as he entered it. ^ 

< In a fortaer letter I Strongly recommended your forming m acqucintiuice 
wkh some onetof ilie officers of the ship^ to whose care you may recommend 
your soD^ as well as to that ^ the captain, as the iinportani duties 0 ^ thp 
'.lauer will frequently prevent him paying that constunt attention which is 
ddsiraldr to liabits of a youth just rising to rnunhObd, however much 1 

know he will be itvcliiied. Captain will there^re introduce yen 

to Dfictor K — , wlio.is likewise an old Iriend of mine, and on^of 

(he ntoiC worthy of his profession, to a thorough acqunhitanoe with which 
he adds ao small < degree uf mathemaucal knowledge* To Charles the 
touvitenanoe find protection of such a man will be found of incalculable ^ 
'edettittagO f instruct liiui therefore to look up to him with respect, to seelc 
‘ hk society, and to govern htiiiself in those minor points which are nq^ 
NIteiy to come under Captain •— — — ’s notice, by his advice. 1 have 
wrftren'So him 10 select a good sextant and a glass, neitiier of which, my 
young- friend must be without aiid^uu will alliHv him to accept them from 
tee, as a tolmn of remembrance. • ^ 

Yotf vigj lllp ght, indeed you will find it absolutely necessary, to mi^e 
your son aWHmwaiicc, in addition to his pay. It is generally *the custom ' 
uf pareOts te pay a sum into the Imnds'of the captain, and let their^yoUDg 
men apply tnliim as th^ fiud it necessai^ : if ypu will take my. adviqc^ 

however^ you will trouble Captaie w— no farther ii> this plotter than' 

to request tie will indorse bills for him to a certain .pmmmt e«e(f six 
tewtbs > but fee the young maq hpv^ the enure* control of ids pionC)^, to 
make use of thewordaof an extraordinary character, pr. WaUon, a fet*' 
ter fffaa frhom i have before quoted— “ ll wih gratify hfeii with a Jtotion 
efihdependeivee: it-will teach him the use- of. k will %li|qn 

chh boo^e of conlldqnce and affection which ought always to suhijstbet^cn 

' jft , o £xtMciof\ kiitevvfiiteahjMy ^ 


a san. I muftt caaliofi yna^ However, «to let j^our allowanco 
W Aovt of 'wHat ylNi'reaHy fniend to give iiim, yoii in^ net be vexed 

or cHsl^sed % hii exceeding it; for mdit young men', from tnexfoeietice, 
oi* ifidbcrettoii« tifCTHent to tHeir age, are apt to outrun their ^aetmie« An 
odclitfonfd "]>i'eMnt 'bF a fotV 'lKHmcii,*’ though it may not exceed what you 
infondevTIbT IfiinJ, «rfill exehe liia gratitude au^lngt^ard iufiattely more than 
if it ihivnb B 8 ''*part of bis'^otvance. 

, I should conceive thiny podiids a year^ in addition to hit pay, amply 
*i<ffiieient, particulariy^ when' you take' into consideration the diatice of 
l^ize thoney ; for many ^parenta alld^ their sons to remain in a cmiatunt 
state of pecuniary dependaiicC on the will of their caj^ain, by tbM loenne 
keepfng'ffifetn totally ignorant of the use or value of^uney ; otlkers again 
run into thd^itrary extreme, and allowing their young men largiesums, 
which'they may expend without control, give them habits of extravagance, 
;which perhaps are never afterwards lormounted. To a man xrf fortune, 
thihy pUtinds a year appears so trifling a sum, that he judges it impossible 
a youth with no greater additioti to his small pay, can support the appear- 
ance ol a gentteman : hui if lie inquires of his officers, wlui it iapresunicd 
are at least ecfUally able to judge of flie point, he will find, they would 
much rather receive on their quag;er-deck a well-educated youth,' who had 
nothing' more Vhan his pay to look up to, than one bred in luxury, and who 
is allowed to throw away his hundred or two ]|iundred pounds as he pleases : 
fo the one instance poverty, and a total dependnnee on bis profession, not 
only for future ceklnrity, but for support, will, it may be presumed, urge 
ihe youth 'to exertion ; in the other, oniiinited indulgence, wbqn on shore, 
wilt be too apt to create a disgust to the 'discipline and hardy fare he finds 
oU' board ‘hiMhip-: iiuleed, when you consider the very short time a mid* 
shipman can oe allowed to spend out of his ship when she is in port, a very 
einaU suAi will be found sufficient to cover all his necessary expenses : a 
latter ''fK€refiH%' 'is putting a temptation in his way, to run 4 ilto excesses 
•dangeims alike te his morals and to his healih. 

I shslt have^imsch pleasure in the ^posed correspondence with Charles 
wbei^he embofks ; desire him to write to me as to a friend ; to express his 
thoughts and opinions freely, and Uiy advice and assistance shall not be 
waiuiog, whenevtt^ theyH:aii be of service. 



^ TO’ THE RIGHT HON. VISCOUNr MELVILLE. ^ 

' '' • ' 1 ^ 

JJ.MT6 LOHD, iff 1818. 

* A. S war of the l^rencii Rev4^1pti9n introduced fiene (acii^s into the 
military science, so the late short war ^tween Britaiivffld^iucrica 
bidsiair ,toi>i'iiig upon the ocean, in' naval warfare;, a new^d^eripitou of 

•hips, as to capacity for carrying lieavyartii)er|U' . ' ■ \ ^ 

It Jbas becu fully proved, foot the three American ships, Presi|hftt, Con- 
ifitOtion, and United Stutes, were an overmatch fot Rrhisli carry- 

^ juj &wer]gttUt^ aad those i^f«maUef £aUbre.«-i*¥bcse three ships wcle it first 
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4e$it;nated to be of the line; but ^oe cauMd'eo oltentum in their ulii- 
mote confttriictjpa ; .end this bes prosed so edvamageout. iipCMi«triel| that., 
the example is Ukety to be oontipued and extended.*^Thia has Jpduo^ the 
Americans toooiitCruct, on « similar plan, ships of the line, called by them 
(wo>de(Aert; .hat which, for war, are more elective than a^f ships in the 
British fweyi Would it noj^^ humiliating in the extrerae to tins Britisli 
nation, were it said to the world, an American tn^ecAer, or ietent^fouu 
as tliey call them, has captured a British three-dimer, of 90 or 100 guns ? 
But that this may be not only practicable, but very f)rf>babl^< the f<;krce of, 
the FfankKn fidly demtMistrates. According to the statement of an iotelli* 
gent Correspondent of the Naval Chronicle,* tKe discharge of weiglit^of 
metal from her hroadlde, would be to that of any of our first-rates, some* 
thing more than four to three ; and to one of the British seventy-four^ as 
to 1. What could be expected from a cSnflict with the latter, hut dis- 
a«(tGr on our side ? Nominal disgrace it would be, as the matter of fiwSt 
clearly proves ; but still this would be matter of triumph to our. trans^ 
atlanric enemies ; it would tend to elevate their national vanity still higher ; 
and also be matter of rooking to those maritime states over whom the 
British navy has been victorious; while at the same time it might tend to 
dispirit the latter, and also the country. ^ ^9 

From what has been experienced, does it not become the imperiuos duly 
of tlie Brtiisri government, aS|puGli as lies in its power, to prevent a repe- 
tition of the disasters that liave befallen her navy, from the inferiority of 
force in action with Amerkan ships, called of the snmelate, but every way 
superior f Let us not be above following an example of poprovemeut set 
us by any nation, much less one w*bere the vital interests of the country a>% 
concerned, wfakh involves in its consequences her*future*prosMrity, inde- 
pendence, and glory. ^ » 

1 do not kuow whether that pertinacious spirit which exliibited itsolf 
during the 9rench revolutionary war, still reigns in the Royal DocktiytUds ; 
which imagined itself authorised to flout ut the captured Fstneb sliips, 
although Tor stowage and fighting the ^uiis, far superior to those of equal 
rates in Hie British navy : it even called them ** bundles rf laths/* I by no 
means insinuate that the workmanship, or firmness, were superior, or even 
equal lu the British ships ; but it was evident to wvery seaman, that their 
models werettperior, and therefore worthy of imitation. 

Tlie FrnAffi may be so flouted at, for aught 1 know ; but one thing is 
certain, she%ould qpt in battle.— My Lord, the essential interests of the 
country moke* it your imperious duty, and that of his Majesty’s gevern- 
metit, noS only to (»ver-rule, hut to silence all objections against the con* 
structidn of ships of war, at least every wfny equal to the nevf-constructed 
American two-deckers, called bj^ tbeai seveiity-mur’s, although* carrying 
eigh'ty^Le pieces Of artillerj^ each discharging a ball of forty- tmo pautidr^ 
-Erfgti^i weight. It would be the height of dogmatic presumption for 
'English shipwrights even to whisper, much more to argue, that any lipo- 


f JrutA GuOf, vol. xxsix. p. $7. 
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4bi|» Hi tl* Brki^ IHHy k oMtoliItttfd U> oop* «ritk tlM^in, M tto^ 
i^i4ed| With kApe ^ tattHn. «* « 

WbMi tiiA American gcfernment haA ilctermificd tn btiild dhtpcoftlm 
iSnC, It consulted the most etperienced of its nml o0itersk ivhO| by ibb 
pje, Vippeeir i| he scientirie men. Let ns thc|||u my Lord, profit'bj their 
(ubCtirs ; ID the enpacities^of their formidehlmlppS of the iitie, let thdf* M 
. edd«d> if eAy« the tuptg^ execution of the Wiish shipirnght But, atltiy 
AiO«f many of these inlly be nbw lahouriug in the nafil drseimli ef 
* .America, ' 

Yhe first rated in vhe British navy adRne time carried iLirty-two-pounders 
oshtlieir lower decks ; but those have been replaced ^ thirty-two- pouuder% 
the latt# having been eoDsidefed*more« manageable mb battle ; and what 
0iey wantmt'bi weight, to be made^ up by the more freqneht discharges 
This, upon triak m action with the French, has not been found disSdvan* 
^ageous; ncur in our 74*s carr\ing 30-poanders against the French SO, or 
4e-pounds English. But when a Miip is constructed to Carry 80 guns, each 
di^harging Wkjwtift^o pound bnli, this puts another face upon the whole 
matter, end lAquirea corresponding equipment, to meet it with any proba- 
bility of success* The action of the Endymioii with the President, ImI 
fully demonstyated not only the (advantage, but aNo the necfmty^ of arm- 
ing British ships of ^ar with artillery of equal calibre wiiih that of their 
etietnies. Wkh a small additiuci of metal, cpuld not our first rates carry 
a^-poundets on tlie lower«»d«.ck, and d2-pouDder8 on ihe middle and upfioe 
decks, wkh canOnbdesoii the quarter-deck and forecastle equal in cajibri 
So the Americaiis ? This mode of arming would sull make them more for^ 
midable chaq iba American ships of tlie fine. Sliould it be such weather aa 
SO preveotj|kber from opening their Juwer-deck ports, the disadvantage wf 
neighs of imkut on the side of the British ship, would be compensated by 
superior number of guns discharged from the middle nod upper decks. 
X Iwce Always aioiisidcred the efiects of the fire of two Hers offuiw from • 
chip, jop Imvilig decided advantage over tlmt of one tier, althougli of 
cqugf number to the former. Had one of the Dritish fillies met either of 
the Antaricmi ships, in sutJi weatlier as she could hare toughs her 
lowor-deok gimo, gJlbough carrying but 12-pounders on her main-deck, I 
diould have beaqaBuch disappointed if she bed not given tlie Ainenoan a 
good drubbipg at the ieust ; nor should I have been in nuMsaiuicr doted 
if slie Imd captured her antagonnit. But then the oucert^ty of fighting 
she iotger-deck in Uio hour of oecOjisity, renders ||Jraperiru8 to be prop 
pared foraU events, A fifiy-gen ship, if die cauiim fight her lowei-decfi 
guns, is not equal to a frigate of S0 gutis. 

As the roatrer uow stands, it might be advisable to cu| down some of the 
feiglish three-deckers, Md toaruijthpm, with artillery every way eqaal 10 
thoFraukltn* ^liould their services not be required unlit siipjikM|tabipa can 
be prepared, so much the better for this country and all odiersi.* ^ut tlietqu 
is po tuna tp be Just in making due prqpnraiioii, Xitigr I^nrdhhip most kg 
that the American government is only i|alkiiitg wi^ gigantic 
J^Wes, in imaginntiuii, from the Atlantic to the Pnoiikf frudjfUie Lskee 
Cspada to Iceland and the froseo sea; fruiin <|leorgiii dP the isthmus of 
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Dftrica ; Init it alto wvBepiftg iIm Seit^whh liar mtamit fliitt aitimMi 
puriuing thBfilKititl^ TAnquished, gn their o#n ihdVWta-E^lt ASrcoanuj^ 
then fiiaka«a«iimaly and^proper asd of die meant the Gad Natlont hat 
pat into her hapdi« 4o praveiit the raaUoatioo of such proud and atpirin| 
ihougbtt, that the may enabled to dethtid' the wtirei^^ and tr^ihplb 
oaer thit new enemy, as^hj^as done over all The^ute it that of 

tha^country ; .here all party'^questions tink into m|hdddeaiiee‘afHicont«ni|ir. 
jdtfld what Bciton will not say,- confounded hd mose men, or party, wldq 
in any manner, abet their country's huniiliatibn ; wito liave bean the eadsb ' 
of her navy being reduced to a siat^ which touqd poHoy ought to repro* 
bate aloud in the language of undisguised indignation.' ^ 

But when AmeHc#hieans to contend in eurnett for the empirtf ' of (b# 
ocean, her fleets must boldly seek thq British whemerto beAiund, and 
however prepared for the conflict. Where one drop of her blood has been 
thed in the late contest, she must expect a gallon to flow ; where one dol- 
lar has been expended on her navy, it will then require a thousand, aatl 
every seaman she can muster, of all descriptions, instead of haviqg her 
ships manned, as at present, with chosen men. But let It out b^ imd^ 
gioed tliat these oertaiiuies will deter her from making the tHat. 

Your Lordship's knowledge of the history of nations, arid of |be present 
age, must havemssu red you, that the j^eptihlican spirit is restless, prmid, 
and ombenring. While it ttyks aloud of Idierty and freedom, it desires 16 
domineer and extend its power. While it rises u|i iii a rage at what tt 
imagines an insult, and even at the false representations of dcts of aggres- 
sion on its-ottisens, it can iiotonl^ be unjust, but cruel and' tyrannical, to 
the subjects of aiiotXer power, whom it may view with the eyes of envy an'd 
jealousy. However, ond whenever, Britain shatf be calti^ 
lend with such a spirit, although it may be fierce and ferocious as that of 
Beptfblicau France ; although it may have sworn never to yield ; but 
ratber to stab in the deep, or blow itself into the air*; if 'dito prejliiFation 
be aSssle, the nation will have reason to hope, that over these her Flag will 
triumph on the ocean, as over the fury of revolutionary France. ' ^ 

As the Americans are worthy of imitation in the coastrucifioh of their 
ahiptofwar, so are tliey in choosing* situations for tlieir Maval esfahlish- 
meats, which are iw in nufuher, for their infdrit navy; whild 'Great 
Britain k/k'$€ven ; and two of these are little more tbanw1haina« ' 
Deptford camBe considered as little more than a d&p6t for stores. Its 
tfiaation renders icl||^eccive in war, even were its capacity twice aS’^raat 
as it is. Mitfdrd is W its infancy, besides being situated on n dgngdrous 
part of thacoast, which no man in his sifnses would approach during ha^ 
south- west gates (so prevalent), even with a single; ship, mucA lets with a 
squadrUn..* * ^ • • • • 

^ Sleeping Canadian l^kes, the tTnited States of America hai^e bet 
eras line of ieaboartl, from north to south ; so that situations with them ara 
#»ly1in be chosen iw<that respect; to connexion with conveiiicn<iy,‘'sdt$n9ty, 
dad tmpaWty^^nf'defence. — Great Britain .being environed by the 
and frm I9.£. to E<. Si qrid W. having hitd^jo contend wit^ 
savtSi^^rcylifed establlshadehts in these quarcersr Four oj th^'b^^pa 
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I^eaf llie ca|) 6 i^parf of 
>|W pBe.ffJymoifjt^’ttniil latejty, ithat MilforcT 
^ sp<^jrif|^aey to naval 
oxentiooi op,^lM<AtMtji^.the. ^cenp of miiiutudiiious operations ; the 
wl^pCDrtlie BfiUshjji^uiKiei: has sbanded w^' terrific roar, and spread 
dis^jr tbroii^^h ibec.aqqadnm*^ J, 

eekioncfibBajjpread w|de ; and through the watm of which all dommunica- 
.y$04 must Jbe had j/i>']th her uumrous and voluable colbuies; wkh her 
* eeptern empire ; ,and where her commerce bccu|ncs an ^ unceasing inters 
COurMf^ught it ^not then to eicite^rpiize and astopishment, that the 
c^fotfjrHps never profited, fashepjtt^ht to have done^ hy the onljf harlour^ 
she posdas^s on her south-west toast, near its terinina^on' in that direc- 
tion ? Wl^lf she h% squaiidered away millions in muddling on nav.il 
astaUisfaments, ^mucli of wh*ich has yielded no corresponding national 
adva^Uage, she has passed by that harbour ^ as a matter of course, because 
appareutly ignorant of its advantages. It even* appears as if Charing 
droi^lu^ he^ thrown into an uproar, because it was recommended to the 
notice oftgovemmpnt. 

Vyiicthc^^ my Lord, thi^ has proceeded from palpable ignorance, or 
what il from unjust professibnal prejudice, and the cravings of 

se|£sh desires, surely your candour ^will allow, that thoHe onuses ought not 
to stand in the. way of the interests of the country. If it should be said, 
ns a plausible escuse, or evasive subterfuge, that harbour is not what 
,coul(lJbe .desired; what more need be said to expose the weakness of such 
excuses and reaaotiing, than to inquire, wherefore arc any sums of money 
expended on the present naval cscabllslimcrits } Whlfrefore at Milford ? 
Wherefore at Stieerncss ? Wherefore at Portsmouth? Wherefore dt 
Plymouth ? Wherefore a million and a half, or most probably two inlL 
lipns, to make the Sound a $ecure anchorage ? Is expenditure to be with- 
held onlpr, where the nation would derive the greatest advantages fromr'its 
(ipplication ? And is tlie government of this country to be guided in a 
matter of so much national importance, by the representations of profes- 
sional prejudice, and sblfislihess^^If £ have read the truth aright, and of 
wfiich I have no ’reason to doub^ the? capacities of Portsmouth harbour are 
not equal to those of And as to the" situations, astheymiglit 

give effect to the operations of the British navy, let bur^djliy one, in the 
least conversant in ftaval alfairs, look on them, and the Wcltfern Ocean at 
the same time, witli^e eyes of inipartialiry, and t|n question will be in a 
moment decided according as the.trnth requires. • 

YoyrLord^iip must he aware, that the writers in the Naval, Clironicle 
^^^re not ineif v#h't worship professional prejudices that oppose themselves to 
the intewbts of thi' nation ; that they,arp not men who bow with blind obe- 
dience at ihd shrine of power; but who feel intv rested in the ptoSpentyand 
glory of tk’ir country, and labour to promote these . iidpurttnit ends ; by 


respecttnrtj^. yet at the aame time urgently, and ^disgiMsedJy, placing 
‘*l»efore thetmtion and her government, errors in her naval aystetiyinii nri^*i- 
that are by no^ means calculated to pniiUote -lliese end# \ apd 
linpcoveiucnts which may he beneficial in ad&nig^therjct^. li cau be in no 
** . t 



' coKKEiroiiraMi. tir 

• * , 

Manner derof^atGiry to your I/>rd^ya jud;t»^ ft 
hare been inSdfertentiy Jeil into^ by those, n^o efdl^m beea^jiioo^ 
patent to give you the ' aeUesMry iiirormation J hr; bdi^^thio sram of iM* 
founded prejudice, or aetfisli desiresy have * artfully imposed* 't^piNt you^ 
unsuspecting cdn1fidence«^;|^ can be no reaton^bthe country, hec^itir&M* 
Lords at the Adiuiraity; may have bfen iifttil full of ppejudice;* hiM 
set themselves iu hostile array, and beat up for volimfcarS, and fisbed far 
all the objections Self-convenience could iovdht, ynd misrepresentation^ 
devise, to strengthen their oppOs^n to the NatiorCr deriving any con* * 
siderable benefit flFoin the most favourable situation oil the coast of QrOft 
Britain, for carrying on naval operations connected with the Westfrn 
Ocenn.*— Some benefit must ever bl derived from it, as is proved eveiy 
month in the year, from the refuge ancbprot^iibn it gives" to themercantilo 
interests of the country during south-west gales ; and more conspicuously 
during war, when large convoys and. squadrons, from titno immemorial^ 
have benefitted from its advtmtageous situation, and found it, beyond the 
power of contradiction, an anchorage of safety, and wdrthy of the nation’s 
fobteriiLg care. The interests of the country certainly theif mqutired tliat a 
sufhcieiit reason should be given, why suck a harbour is to sink under the 
ropreseutotions^uf ignorance and prejudice., This can be m> Mason. Let 
these men, professionnl, or whatever they may be, produce this 
reason; let them, if they cu'h, controvert the decisive facts related in the 
letters on this subject, addressed to the late Mr. Pecc^Vab But if this 
exceed the powers of their knowledge and sagacity, let the country .speedily 
pronounce sentence against theii^ and trample their spacious arguments 
under her feet. Let her take truth for her guiije, andtheap together the 
tales and representations by which she has been deluded and misled, and 
set bre to the heap of iiibbish, that it may be dissipated for ever. "Too 
long lias she been deceived oii this subject ; too long have many naval sub- 
jects been covered with obscurity ; too long had a dogmatical, narrow, and 
penurious spirit presided over the navy, when your late father (whose 
^ memory it I'espects) began to loosen the niggardly and galling fetters that 
had debased^ its administration; a^id which you, my Lord, h^ive also 
assisted in rendei iiig more agreeable ; and wliich^ 1 trust, will hot only hu 
your study, also your boast and pleasure, while you' fill that honourable , 
and importnS^ofHce of First Lord Commissioner presiding over the BntUh 
Navy. And ^hile you must be truly sensible, that in faithfully dischargingtlie 
duties of this high ofire,/ he interest of Gqpat Britain require at yo|ir*hands . 
iliips of war timely prepared, every way.adequatc .to cope^with their adver- 
saries; and in order that their energies may have full effect, Uie choosing, 
for additional csipblishmedtfi, those bitjiations nioSt favourably situated for 
tliis purpose ; witliout partiality, without favour or respect to any man, or 
body of meg ; deciding soleTy for the interests of the country. . ^ 

Your lior^bip have no other motive to jpAueiipe your decision ; let 
lae tben^^miMh you to listen to the voice of truth. Had a million leeea . 
gradually lajd out on the imjprovemetit of Falmouth Harbour, since 4“^ 
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£f 8 ^b 0 g«iip* under the* auspicee nf the late Hr. Pitt and your father in 
1905, many titnei that sum might have been saved in the tdar* and wear 6f 
Mps of the line blockading Brest: opposition and misrepresentation would 
have reoeteed •their death blow ; and the country would have been prdud of 
an acquiniion so imporrant*^ to her naval operaBbns, by facilitating their 
eammimication with tlie Western Ocean. '*** 


{ affli my Lord> with great respect, 

% 

)^ur obedient Servant, 




On Naval Eduealion, • 


Endesvenr to be Jirtt in thy caliing« whatever it be ; neither let any one go < 
before thee in well doing,— By a virtuous emulation, the spirit of a man is 
exalted within him ; he panteth after fame, and rejoiceth, as a racer to run 
his course. — The example of eminent men are before him, and his delight is 

to/ollow them,** 

• « 

MR. EDITOR, « Febrtiary ^6th, 1818 . 

O F the new naval regulations lately proiftulgated, which certainly are 
very honouralile to the Admiralty Board, as they are greatly fur the 
benefit and encouragement of the service, none gave me greater satisfac^ 
tion, than that pan of them which related to the proper education of our 
naval youth, by holdingjout additional inducements for men of good educa- 
tion and talents to undertake the important task of becoming their 
instructors, by combining the two nearly allied and important appointments 
of chaplain and schoolmaster. This suggestion, Mr. Editor, was, I find, 
Jirtt given by an old, and I believe very respectable, naval chaplain, Mr, 
Larwood, who, in a well-wrote essay on the subject, recorded in the 7th 
Tohime of your truly useful and interesting work (theN.C,) brought it 
more fully before the public, Board of Admiralty, thtn it had pre- 

viously been. The peace of Altiiens, however, was too shortuo alio# all 
the advantages of his plan to be then pursued, as in time of war it was 
nearly impossible, from the great number of ships then in commission, to 
carry.it fully into effect, although its great importance and utility remained 
the same, and ought to lend tp its adoption, ar far as possible, and to 
extend it to ships of the line and frigates, even during war. Education, 
yvhether Bt«sea or on shore, constirutes the man— ^tlie gentleman— and 
therefore its importaneb is too obyinus^ and tbo well appr'etiaced in this 
country at least, to require discussion : in time of peace, our ships afloat 
are^lffiv, but the numbers of midshipmen and* volunteers serving on board 
are considerable, even although there is little chance of promotion in tho 
service, hut for the fortunate few^ and of course the entej^rise and 
exertion of the youths who see no road open to fame or fortune in th^t 
l)lrecti0U| are led to soipe other course but if tlie number of our 
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,youdg navd heroes are less, it becomes us,, hating so fally the metes in 
our power,* to^ take care that their education corresponds with ibeir sepe- 
rior opportunities of acquiring instruction ; and of the importance of their 
attaining those superior qualifications as officers, wiiioh education pets in 
their power, and which p|jevates and adorns the naval character* « 

It IS the business ofieho^^^miraltjr Board, and I rejoice to percem.that 
it has not been neglected, to give the most ample encouragement to facili- 
tate naval education, and to put it within the i^ach^of our young men^ now 
serving as midshipmen ; for althoi^ somt men of superior minds, and per- 
severance, do labour to attain eduction, even after tl*e period when ygspg 
men imbibe more easily and aptly the rudiments and foundation of kMw- 
Icdge ; yet amongst the many, suCh concluct, however praise-worthy, and 
such pursuits, however noble, will, I fea^, only be found followed by 
the/ra;. The importaQce of early education is therefore manifest ; and as 
it is not every young gentleman, even of the most elevated or respectable 
family, tliat comes on board a ship of war possessed of more than barely 
the rudiments of requisite education ; or if these rudiments have formed 
part of u considerate parent’s attention previous to his entering his son into 
the navy^ the youth must unavoidably be detained longer ashore thaa 
would, but for bringing him forward in necessary learning*, liaveleeo re- 
quired. Witfi\)roper preceptors for ^ur youth on shipboard, and euch we 
should require the naval chaiJains to be, a mure early acquaintance witlia 
sea life might bind the youth’s affection to the serviqe, attach him from 
early habit to its customs, season his tender years to the duties and 
operations of a ship ; and aU this time the chaplftiii schoolmaster 
might impart the necessary instruction of marine sqience, teach him 
languages, history, and geography ; and as a divine, might inspire the 
juvenile miud of his charge, witli the sentiments of morality, virtue, 
religion, and courage. 

The present schoolmasters (or rather, 1 hope, those who lately acted in 
that capacity) might perhaps in some instances be competent to teach some 
of the inferior branches of the mathematics, and navigation ; but their pajf 
was only that of a midshipman and .Anne’s bounty ; and roaaacrs, 

united CO abilities, could not very frequeifSy be discoverable in these gun- 
room teachers : the absence indeed of the former might be compensated by 
a sufficiency of die latter; but it has been too often the case, that neither 
the one nor the other distinguished the person holding such an important 
office ; from tvhich deficiency, it is evident, that the appointment demands 
a liberal and well-educated man, whose pretensions shall be sanctioned by 
the comhiTicd authority of government, and his own personal and profea- 
sionul reputation. It has ijicrefurc occurred to ino, Mr. Editoj-, that w'ere 
, those great seiniiiarics of learnitigf the Univcrsilies of Cambridge und 
Oxford, Edinburgh and Dublin, &c. to have the piivilcjicof recommending 
young men, educated with a particular view to serving in the royal riaVy, as 
chupluins and schoolmasters, muck benefit, and itMny important advantages, 
would re^lc to liie navy, and to the young men biinging forward in its ser- 
vice; the students would hwve the strongest incitements to diligence and 
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'attention, bnlted iMth the hope of being OBefirl to themselves and others ; 
and the naval yoeths would more certaml^ obtain valuable and competent 
instructors, with adequate emolument, and highly respectable appointments. 
To render this estaKlishment perfectly complete and effective, it might 
be necessary, as in all other departments, to have a head— a Chaplain* 
Genera], whose business it should be to colteet the certificates of their 
proper qualifications, the testimonials of their bding moral characters, the 
process and success of their laliodrs, the result of their assiduity, the num- 
ber of their pupils, the improvements suggested, &c. ; and to embody and 
,re|prt, from time to time, on the whole progress and effect of the 
establishment. 

After the termination of a long*'and Arduous contest, wherein the naval 
glory of England was nobly upheld, nnd raised to the highest pitch, it was 
to be expected (and I rejoice to be able to say, these expectations will not 
be in vain), that the attention of our naval rulers, and of naval men in 
general, would be easily directed towards the promotion of scientific disco- 
very ; with this object also is closely connected and united that of luival 
education, which forms the ground- work of brilliant achievements, whether 
perforn^d against the enemies of our country, or in the pursuit of mari- 
time resear8h,‘and useful discoveries : nothing more incontesial»l^ proves 
this fact, than the general and admirable exertions that ihstitiguishctl the 
yonug gentlemen who attended Captains Gboke and V'^ancouver in their 
different voyages, tp excel in astronomical observations, whilst at the same 
time they became expert seamen and experienced navigators ; and in a 
mpre recent inMncetlie same remarks equally apply to the young men who 
filled tlie quarter-decks of the Alceste and Lyra. In ail these instances, 
the^high examples exhibited by the commanders and commissioned officei i 
of those ships, bad the most fascinating charms to ullme the inidshipincn, 
called forth the full exertion of their faculties, and stimulated them to 
honourable imitation ; whikt their minds were becoming enlarged, and 
their studies and education properly dincicd, by the attention and zealous 
superintendaiice of the chaplain, or other instructors, specially appuinud 
fur the purpose of forwarding their n^val education. 

That the Board of Ad/niralty are sufficiently aware of the irqportance of 
naval education, their remarks in the new naval regulations, on the defici- 
tnoy of encouragement formerfy bestowed on sclioolinasiers in the navy, 
afford the most convincing proof; these are no less sensible than judicious ; 
and in the present *ra of knowledge and general improvement, I cannot 
but l>elieve iliat the minds of mos^ of tlie officers of the British navy are 
equally imprmed with the importance of this subject, and that* there are 
few captains, who, on getting the command of uhips, do nut use their best 
endeavours to obtain a proper preceptor for the young men committed to 
tlieir^care, who, if left without education, ^ould never become accom- 
plished or valuable uffioers : perhaps, however, there are some iiidifiereut 
men, wiio feel or care only /or ihemielves ; and if sink there are, it must 
be allowed, that was there a fixed sifstm of command^ reduced *lo rule^ it 
would apply equally well in thk case, as I «am certain it would in many 
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•then connected wiA n»Fftl diklpline: on thiit pohjt, Mr. Editor, lam 
glad to ptFqpm.th^tl have already obtained your bearty co-operation; 
and 1 trust the iim^ is not far distant, when, thia additional, this great 
valuable improvemeat, wlil be introduced into tl^e service, 

In time of peace, there can be no difficulty whatever in findinj^a suffi* 
ciency of higldy qualified^pntlemcn to fill the double offices (for such they 
should be) of chaplain tu the ship, and preceptor to the young gentlemen 
of the quarter-deck, provided the provision for them is liberal, and the 
salaries and allowances of the two situations coiftinue to be allotted far 
their comfort mid respectability': in iny opinion, •therefore, a chaplain 
should now be appointed to ever^ship in comrnissiori of the class of lillp-of- 
battle ships and i'rigates ; whethar they^cari be ulluwcd to sloops, 1 cannot 
so easily determine, silthounh their usefulness would l»e also great, even in 
small ships. I observe wiili pleasure, ihal Bible Societies /br Seamen have 
been lately introduced ; and connee'ed intimate. ly with such associations is 
the proper appolnlinent of chaplains ; when I say proper appointment, I 
mean the appoint niciu of men of general erudition, extensive knowledge, 
nwd unllemiihcd moral characters. Although the great importance of the 
subject has induced me to present you with these ubservatioHS, I am at the 
same tinie most happy in bearing testimony to the early aUention»bc8towed 
on it by the Iwrds Commissioners of the Admiralty : from thcif measures^ 

I hope n^ch good to the service will arise, and I trust their exertions will 
be well seconded by those o1’ the captains in command. Allow me also to 
observe, that those officers now on half pay have present and valuable 
opportunities (if in early life these were wanting) ofinyiroving themselves 
in the languages, nmi in general and useful knowledge ; and I am far from 
doubting tlicir inclination to use them, to thcii»own gPeat advantage, and 
the future benefit and reputation of their country. Sincerely wishing ^md 
hoping that our navy wdll long innintain its prc>cmincnt greatness, and that 
us best interests, and the comfort and happiness of its officers and men, 
will continue to form the chief conbideratioii of thrjse who preside over its 
most important concerns, 

I am, Sir, &c. 


xJsQhoT. 


“50 Tim RIGHT HON. VISCOUNT MELVILLE. . 

MY^ T.oan, , 

I BEG leave to claim your nttontinn, and also that of tlai friends of bu- 
menity in this country, to a l*av^ling now eitposed in the Inhibition at 
Somerset-house, on tlie subject of Impressment; viz. No. i26o, which it 
ttyled, ‘**A Press (Jang."* 

What must be the feelings of iliose who express to much sympathy in the 
cause df Negro Slavery, ulu n they view the scene there represented, and 
i\\Qj\eHngs oj' distress throughout a family f owing to this Lruul system; 
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as also in the officer, ^ who is performing a duty imposed upon liiiA, perhaps 
contray lo hi» nuturalfeelingi andrecwnnpm thftuh)^if ilheirfibnkiuStticig 
such acts of violence in this boasted land of freedom, towards British sea- 
men, the na^aroi defendcn of ihttr counlr^t rights, and vindicators of her 
wrongs: • 

This Painting well deserves the attention of t British public, as it gives 
\]\tm a true description of those scenes which too often take place under 
this oppressive system. How far this representation is founded on any par-* 
ticular fact, I cannot say ; but it certainly corresponds with an afflicting 
tale of woe, which was senf^ine soon after the publication "of my first letter 
to your Lordship, of a young man who was impressed on the day of his mar* 
riage \m many others have been),* and dragged away from his family aad 
friends. This young man, «^,hen going on 1>oard, was unfortunat^ 
dHitncd, through an accident to the boat. His bride followed the same 
day, and on getting ahmgside, was itiformcd of his melancholy fate, on 
which she threw herself from the boat into the water, and perished. 

On seeing this Painting, my mind was struck with horror^ as it appeared 
to me to be the first part of the before-mcnlioned tragical talc; and that 
the young woman wiio is represented as having fainted nway upon the floor, 
was the uiifostuHate female who afterwards destroyed hcr^lf, as I Imve 
already mentioned. « ^ * 

Reflect seriously on this Painting, iny Lord,^and compare the exertions 
of the friends of humanity in the cause of Negro Slavery, while the double 
debt of gratitude, acknowledged by Mr. Wilberforce to be, due to British 
searnen, remains ilnnoticcd, • 

The artist who painted tjiis scene, well deserves the thanks and support 
of every British seunmn ; as also of this country— > and if he will give the 
finUliiiig which I have described, as it was baiiricd to me, and if these ^ 
piiintiiigs were to be engraved us a pair, there is no doubt that he would 
meet with all the ciicuurugemttit he can wish for his pecuniary interest. 

This Painting has been sold for two hundred guineas, to llurrocks, 

near Dunbarton, North Britain. 

I am, with much respect. 

Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 


Lloyd^s Coffee- Hmfse, 
4th June, 
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* This cllims the parficuhir aiieiition of every oflftcr in the naval service, as 
the conf ending passions of sympathy and duty are strongly delineated in ibis 
. tharteter. 
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TO MB RIGHT HONOURABLE VISCOUNT MELVILLE. 

^ On the Inereau of the Nny if Foreign Fawen. 

•• Britain long hath bom command. 

And ruled alone the aaure main. 

For its charter of the land. 

Which British valour will maintain.*’ 

Letter IV. • 

MY LORD, • ^ , mh April, 1818. 

1 HAVE in some former letters endeavoured to draw your Lordsh^’E 
attention to the consideration both of the propriety and (lie best means 
ef gradually doing owdy, or at any rn e of restricting impressment, to those 
who have not already served in the royal navy for seven years ; and'! have 
also, in my last letter, expressed my (pinion as to the evident policy and 
necessity of increasing the naval force of Britain, with as little delay aa 
possible. I have now had an opportunity of seeing the naval estimates for 
the present year, and of hearing the observations made during the debate 
on them ; bu^ although it was confidently ns«erted by the Secretary t>f the 
Admiralty, that our fleets were nevlr in. better condition, or more fit to 
meet the attack of any foe f yet I must confess this does appear strange tf> 
me, fconi not liaving had the good fortune to liear of* a single new line of 
battle ship (tiie Melville from India excepted) being lnui|phcd in the course 
of last year ; nor observing, in nhese estimates, any allotment of mrAiey 
for mart new ships tlmn were ordered to be buiit som6 time ago. Your 
intelligent Correspondent, J. C. has already informed the readers of she 
^Navat Chronicle, that of large ships now building or ordered, we have 
5 three-deckers, 7 G4’s (T trust of the American size), and 7 common- 
sized 74’s ; of 68*s we have 4 ; and of 46-giin frigates, 34^ already on, or 
soon to he on the stocks — that gentleman's, observations having been 
written before the production of the naval estimates. T can only join with 
him in exprc'^sing my surprize, thstt considering what is going on on the 
other side the Atlantic, and all urouiid us, so mtich should be said, and so 
little hitherto actually done, towards preparing a re*«pectnble and formidable 
navy to protect our sliores, and valuable colonies and commerce. 

The finance report on the naval estimates certainly does tell us how 
necessary it is judged lo repair .and rebuild our ships, and to make addi- 
tions to gur dock-yards ; and iinW anxsoiis government U to do all this; 
and yet on int)uiring what was done last year, an^d what is nUeiided to b^ 
done during the present, *we shaljjjpd, tiiat the work of last year wascon^ 
fined principally to repairs^ and that this year, although the new ships ase 
to'be proceeded on, their size and construction arc much less satisfactory 
to the minds of our officers, and of the nation, than the occasion seems , 
very seijously and indubitably to require. To prove the truth of this asser- 
tion, 1 need only request of jour Lordship,and the Navy Board, to turn your 
attention for a moment to the accounts we are every day receiving from 
America, and to take notice, that they have already four very fine 
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battle ahipB a-float ; that they caiv in a few months, laonch twelve aiore 
of the same description, besides increasing their 60-gun ships fo So, with a 
similar proportion of smaller frigates, &c. 

There can be no doubt theq, iiiy Lord, that during the next war with 
that country, we shall have to contend with Atberican tquattronsy instead 
of QTuizerSf as in the last contest ; and if you will Hgure to yourself 
tea or twelve of these ships of the line, wiiii a proportion of 60*s, and fri- 
gates, you must allow' it iwill form a respectable fleet, to overcome which, 
will require the superior energy, ability, skill, and experience of IImusIl 
commanders, and thorough-bred British seamen, commanding ships of at 
least ncirly similar dimensions and powers. I believe, niy Loid, with 
pride and exultation, that British officers and penmen can do wonders-^ 
have often performed them ; fof who amidst her brave defenders have done 
svcli mighty deeds, and who but British leaitien have swept the seas of 
every enemy ? hut surely this cannot warrant the counffy, cannot warrant 
the Board of Admiralty, in demanding or expecting impossibilities at their 
hands. No, my Lord, this would he unworthy of us, as men of judgment 
and experience. We caa now sntficiently appreciate the powers of Amc-^ 
rican ihijis of all^, classes, and there does not aupear throughout the uotiiitry, 
or the' navy, two opinions on the subject : it it clearly understood to be 
necessary, tliat we 6t out our old ships in a more efficient and powerful 
manner, mounting licavier guns, with able cVew's, and experienced com-* 
manders; and that \<e piocccd with the least possible dclaj/ to build new 
tones of all classei, on models and of sixes correspondent to American 
shi^s, or tliose of other powers with whom we shall have most seriously to 
dispute the palm of victory. I am quite awtirc that this cannot be accom- 
pliched in one year, but must require a senes of years, with active and uii- 
remitted exertions, to accomplish it, to an extent commensurate to the 
wishes of the nation and the j^avy ; but whilst 1 admit this, 1 would most 
earnestly entreat of your Lordship and the Honourable Board, to lose no 
iime^ but to set in earnest ^oul ejecting it. I crust many of the liiie-of« 
^ttle ships recently repaired, may be found capable of mounting fnore,* 
dnd heavier gaas, than formerly ; if this is so far well ; and that of thd 
new ships now to be built; a proper and sufficient number will be orderedf 
of enlarged dimensions, of all classes. 

I am also, of opinion, that a few of our ablest and most intelligent naval 
officers, who will be, in time of war and danger, selected ^o command 
ships of the line and 60’s, shouldcbe ordered to prepare and report on this 
^abject what improvements they ihktk necessary, or likely to be , advanta** 
geous for increasing the efficiency and force of our ships ; ^is would be 
very gratifying to naval officers, and .oiilyji just and proper compliment to 
those gallant officers, who are expected to maintain Britain’s naval inpe- 
riority.^1 am glad to see such efforts making to increase the means of our 
building and repairing ships in the royal dock-yards. In this respect, also, 
yoo will find, my Lord, that the Americans are making the most spirited 
and surprising efforts, as three nre planned to be established at Boston, 
New York, and Norfolk ; it is certainly of tlia atmpst importanee to be 
ab|c quickly and decidedly to put forth all our means, in case of any new 
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t'ontesi arising ; and therefore the invention (ainKit is a ivonderful cflbri of 
human Jalaiuj;) d£ f>lips for drawing up ships for repair, ni practised ^itlt 
the Kent, is at once a ^lo’.ious achievement of art, and a mo««t effective 
improvement in otir dockyard practice, thterehy enabling us (ogive the 
fullest effect to ship-building, and to carry tfn and complete the repairs of 
any number of ships by these means, at one and the same time, pf'oVidect 
we have n sufficient number of carpeiUers.-^Having said thus much', my 
Lord, I cannot leave the subject without protestii^, in common wit)i»man^ 
judicious and well informed men, against the continuance of old system^ 
now rejected hy*thr public opinion as inefficient, either for building new 
ships of inferior dimensions, or fitting, arming, and manning them in ail 
inadequate manner. * * 

In pcrusiiiv ihc cdnimunlratioos of. other writers in the Navar 
CunoKiCLRf I think y»ur Loidsliip, and the whole naval service, ^'Oiihl 
find muck to approve, and litt/e ,to reject. J, C, has already sini- 
mndverted strongly dn the injudicious measure of building upwordA 
of thiity new frigates of *16 guns, and only four of fiO : with liiiit 
} agree entirely in hclies'iiig, it is the universal wish of the navy, that 
half of^tlicm (lud been Letnidcrs in sizr, and flmh/mions in other goof( 
qualities. Why, then, my Loid, persevere in thus stiri^n^ t[>? increase 
of our superior S'zed ships ? Is it vhodgiit the Americans will *give over 
building these, after prolirigg so much already by them, or is it believed 
that liritain heticefuith will always he able to remain at peace with that 
power ; or that our 4G’s will yet become matches for them ? before coming 
to cither of these conclusions, Lord, inquire wi II of fliosc naval officers 
who have served, and fought against them, and be ndviserl in time: tlic 
nation can seldom hear icvcrses with equaiiirii'ty, and least of all, such as 
are entailed on it by false (Economy, blind obstinacy, or persevering &nd 
wilful ignorance. But, iny Lord, 1 do not mean to apply these observa- 
tions to your Lonlship’b administration, h^t the reverse. 1 entirely go 
along with your secretary, Mr.Crokcr, in his assertion, that during the last 
five years, rworiasiinprotcincnts have been r.ade in the naval service, than 
for twenty years before. Your Lordship has done much good already, 1^’ 
remedying ahii-e**, corrcciing errors, and adilin^ greatly to the comforts ct 
both men and officers. Gtp on, then, my Lord, I entreat you, with this 
Wcellcnt work of iniproveiuciit and renovation ; let tliem neil have good 
spanking ships before a new war, rind my life for their glorious success: 
for these, iney are impatient, and the nation is not less solicitous* to see 
them quickly pnt in bund. I iruit we "shall soon have the Satisfaction of 
kiiowing^tbais^hcir reasonable desire is complied with. ^ 

* 1 am, .my Lord, * , 

Yovr Lordship’s obedient hi!nnble servant, 

3 o 
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HYDROGRAPHY, PILOTAGE, ^ 

TfiE SOUTH SEAS. 


If A* HYDAOGAAPAER, 

A r VERY imperfect statement of the discoveries made by LieoteiiAAt 
Kotzebue in the ^niith Seas, having; appeared in the newspapers, I 
take tlie liberty to*’send you herewith a more correct acrount of those 
islands he saw on his voyage from the coast of (?hiii to Knintsc-hatka ; 
perhaps it may prove interesting to some of the readers of the Naval 
Cbronicle. 

Several of the islands discovered by Le Maire ?nd Shouten in the year 
1616« and by Uog^ewein in the year 1722, not haviiv:; been seen in later 
times, and their situation liavinn frequently been made the subject of dis* 
cussion by the most eminent Ilvdio^rnphers in England and France, it waa 
made a part of Lieutenant Kotzebue’s instructions to search fur these 
islands. Til consequence of which, iiat nip,, on the 28ili of March, sailed 
from Kifsten isktiid, where he staid hut a few hours, on hc< omit of the 
unfriendly reception he met with ther/? ftoni the inhabitaiiis, be directed bit , 
course towards the island fir^t socmi by Le M^tire and Sitoulen, and named 
by them Dojg Jskmd, On the 10:h April, Liciiti iriut Kotzebue saw a loiv 
uninhabited la|,m()ii island, extendino: N.W. and S E. 5 miles, the situation 
of which be detePinined to be 14° 50' and 1S8° 47' W. from the meri- 
dian of Creenvvi^'h. There is certaiiiiy no doubt Init tins island is Le 
Jllaire's Doff Island. Captain Hiirney, in his excellent Iiistory of the 
voyaj’cs and discoveries in the South Setis, nssiimcs the laiiiuric of Dot; 
Island lo he exactly as Lieutenant Kuitebue found it ; viz, 14" 50', and 
186° 50* W. # 

From Dog Island the Kuritk steered W. and 8. and W.b. S. ; and on 
the 20th an uninhabited low i.slaiid was discovcicd. exteudhig not above oilc 
Teague N.N.E. and S.SW, This jslaiid. wliicli has no lagoon, lieS in ^ 
14° 50^ S amf 144° 28' 30\ and ii heing cnn-«.idered a new dis6» very, it 
received the name of Count UomanzoiF, nt whose expense this' voyage of 
discovery has been undd^tukeii. Ruiiraiizofr Ibland is not Le Maire's Son^ 
dergrondtf this island being luliabitrd, and 10 leagues (15 tu a degree) iu 
extent; neither is it Le Muire's Wuterlands ; for^ihis islanil Ifias a lagooft, 
which, as T have mentioned already, is not the ruse with ilil; island Df 
Romanzoff ; por is it Roggeweiii’s Car/A'/n^/s/rtWi/, though it isbearlythe 
same size^ in the Hr.<it phice, CHilbhoff is dcsciibtd to have a lagoon, and 
secondly, it is said tb be situated tivi'lv^ leagues to the eastward of the 
Shadclyx islands, whereas Rornaiizofr island lu'n about 3° from .them. Le 
A^Taire and Shouten's course lay piopably luo far to the north ward, and 
R6||^ewein’s too far to the southward, and so both might easily have 
missed an island that was lost sight of by the Kurick at the distant of less 
than 4 leagues. ^ 
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Oil ihe 41st of April an island *was seen, in and 144*^ 50' 30% 

v^ith a lagOKNi^cxtfndint; N.N.E. and S.S.W. 11 miles, which wns named 
Spiridoff Island. To me it appears that it is tlie island Oura^ the western* 
tnasc of the two islands named hy Commodore Byrun, . Gtorgt 
Islands. The fiddle of Oura, according to G'aptain Cook, is situated in 
14®37'S, and 145® 10' W. eKCcnding N,R. nnd S,\V. near 4 leagues. 
Here then every tiling agrees, latitude and longitude, extent and direction, 
and lias besides, like SpiridutT island, a lagoon. But ns (his island lies 2 
leagues S.W. b. W. from Tiookea, or the northemnTost of the King George* 
islands, it might have been supposed that they ^ught fo liavesren on hoard 
the Ilnrick the other ibland also, wiiicli was nut the case, and wlijch pro* 
hably induced Lieutenant Kotzebue to tsAe the island he saw to be n new 
discovery. The island Tiookea, hov\^ver, not having been seen on board 
rhe liiirick, is easily to be accounted for : the island of Qurn is npar 4 
leagues in extent, tiie channel separating it from Tiookea is 2 Icngues wiri^, 
the distance then from the S.L. point of Oura to the island of Tiookea, is 
5 leagues. On seeing the island, Lieutenant Kotzebue shaped lits course 
towards the south part of it, and consequently wus from Tiookea at a dis* 
tance of 6 leagues, or perhaps more ; imw these low drowned islands can- 
not, according to Lieutenant Kotzebue's own description ol^thpm/he seen 
at a greater disVance than 5 leagues, ajid thus lie was at too greata di.st*ance 
from the norilierii island to have seen it,* I should nut have the least 
doubt coiiceniinii the identity of the islands Spii idolf and Oura, if not both 
Commodoie Byron nnd Oaptniri Cook had found th*s island ^to he inha- 
bited ; Lieutenant Kotzebue, on the contrary, does tioU niciitioii to have 
seen any at all. But this objection niiglit easily be obviated, by con- 
sidering, that the habitations arc most likely situined on the non hem part 
of the island, probably in order to be nearer their neighbours of the islnflii 
Tiookea, and Lieutenant Kotzebue saw nothing but the south part of 
Ourq, k 

' I may he permitted here to state, that on the latest charts of the South 
Seas, and on ilyisc comprising the Soinli Seas, two ntf<cr islands in iho 
same purallel are delineated, exactly siniilar lo those of Oura and Tiookea; 
Probably the authors of these charts have tlioiiglit proper Ki consider the 
two islands discovered l»y Coiiiinoflore Byron, lo be different from iIjosq 
discoicier) by Captain Cook in 1774, tiinugli thore cannot be any doubc 
hut they are ilic same : Capiaiii Cook at lea*>t thought so. From the lati- 
tude and dArription Commodore Byron has given of his King (George 
islands, he, notwithslancliiig a difference ‘of 3® 54' in longitude, iimnedi- 
ately recognized the islands Oura and Tiookea to be (hose islands. (Cap- 
tain Cook*'. Vi»v;»ge to t!|je South P«»le, 1st vol. page 314). I shall soon 
attempt to prove iliat these two %iiUKN are the feume with Le M:iire apd 
SbputQii's island of Stmder^ondt. 

Lieuteim*nl Kot/ebuc continuing liis course to the westward, saw, dn tipi 
2Sd April, land on both sides; viz, to the S,S.E. nnd S. S.W. ; the lirs^ 
was Coidw's Palliscr islands; hut the land to the S.S.W. he Cook to be a 
ii«w discovery. lie pas.sqd through the channel that separates both 
groups, and slinpcd his course towards the latter luiid, w hicli coiitiated of 



m 


0 

UYi)iioaiiAriiY« , 

ft string of low ivlands, connected togeth&r I>y n reef of coral rocks* The 
extent of tins chain of islands, along wliicli he sailed wuluiy>ne mile of 
them, and which he named Rurick hlandif amounts to 40 miles, tlic^ir- 
^ cumfereiice pf the whole he estimates at about 20 leagues. The N .£• point 
of thene islands lies.in 15® y'S. and 146® 32'; the west point is 15®^', 
and 146® 51'; here the islands took a direction to the northward. On 
rodiiding tb4 S.W. point, which is situated in ]5® 30', land was seen from 
the mast head to the ' southward, and S.S.W. The string of Rurick’s 
islands may certainly bt considered as a new discovery, though it is not 
improbable but the eastern part of them is the sanie land, which Captain 
Cook'i on being near llie tHird of liis Palliser islands, sa\Y to the N.N.R* 
and by him was called the 4th of the Palliser island^, lying 6 leagues ivfst 
from the first qne. At the distanpe Captain Cook was from it, he could 
not but take it to be an island* of small size. This 4th of the Palliscr 
islands is the island called by Roggewein Sister^ niuV is on Flcurcu’s chart^ 
of Roggcweiii’s discoveries the smallest of the Sh.'idelyk islands.* 

Hardly had Lieutenant Kotzebue lost sight of the Rurick islands, than 
land again hove in sight, bearing W. h. S. ; this proi'ed to be the same 
island that on A rrowsmith*s chart bears the, name of Dean. It consists, 
like the* Ruricl^ islands, of a range of low islands, some of (hem, however, 
of a ' considerable size, connected together by a wall of coral rock. 
Lieutenant Rotzebue sailed within a mile of the shore, along the 
lyhole southern part of the island^ which a direction £. b. N. and 
b. S. extends 72^ miles. The east point of it, 20' to the westward 
.qf Kurick*8 islands, is situated in 15° 16', and 147° 12' ; from its western 
point in 15® 00' S. and 148® 22' 30", the chain of isJaiirls takes a direction 
to tlie N.E. There can htkidiy be a doubt, but the island which Lieutenant 
Kotzebue calls, according to Arrowsmitirs chart, Dean hfaud, is the same 
which Commodore Byron named Prince oj Wales hland^ and on some 
charts appears under tlie narige of Oaiina. According to Byron, it is about 
2p leagues in length, lying east and west in 15® OO' S. and the westernmost 
end of it in 151® 53' W.-r3® 54'=147° 59'. (llawkesworih’s Collection, 
vol. i. page 107.} The astronomer, V/ales, makes the longitude of this 
point 147® 48'. We see then that the latitude, longitude, the direction of 
the coast, and the extent, agrees exactly with Kotzebue's Dean island; 
The dilTerece of 12 miles in extent is to be accounted for by Lieutenant 
Kotzebue’s tailing along the south side, and Byron along the north side of 
the island, which must be of a few miles less extent than the s5uth side ; as 
we know, from Lieutenant Kotz4bue*s survey, that from the west fioini; 
tbe const trends to the northward, consequently Byron, not having seen the 
west end hut tbe N.W. epd of it.t Captain Burney, page 451, 2d vol. of 
his history^ is of opinion, that ByrOnVi Prince of Wales island is the same 


^ That Cook’s Palliser islands are the same with the Shadelyk Islands, is 
admitted by. all Hydrographers. ^ 

t In Byron^s^accouQt it is said, that he sailed ploiig the south sid^ of it; hut 
considering ci\try thing, this must be an liydro^rapbiLui erior. 
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Ic Mairi! and Shouten*s Vliegken Eyland ; for or ajl the low islands 
known wliich have been discovered in the Pacific Ocean, Prince of Wales 
inland is tlie only uiie, the extent of which agrees with the extent given to 
V'lieghen island. According to Shouten*s journal, this island extends 
W,N.W. and E.S.E. as far as they were ahleto see ; and so it \\ not*only the 
9}ze, hut the direction also, which agrees remarkably well. We may then 
safely adopt the opinion of Captain Burney, atid^ace from the charts tho 
flames of Denn, Prince of Wales mid Oannu^^and substitute fob it the 
name of Vlieghen, given to it 200 years ago. * ^ . * 

Due west, Idmiles froinlhe west ^nd of Vli^'ghen Tsland, they discovered 
On board the Rurick another low island, exactly like the one they had juBi 
left, viz i\ nuniber of small islaiitls coifiiected hy u reef of coral rock ; this 
island is of a triaiiuular form, and«is uf^wards of 12 leagues in circum* 
ference; it has a marji of disiinction which most likely belongs to none hut 
this island. Out of the middle of .the lake, or lagoon, which ivith few 
exceptions is peculiar to all the low islands, another island, well covered 
with trees raises itself, and forms the singular appearance of one island 
situated nithi II another. The centre of this island, to which Lieutenant 


KotZf'hue gave the name ot Kruscmlern^ lies, according to his observations, 
in 15" Ot)', and 148" 41^ Commodore Byron having sailesl ajon^the north 
Bide of Vlieghcii island, and from tl^nce steered N. 82" W. he could noi^ 


Ipossihly have seen that islni^l. 

No^ displeased to have attained the end of this dangerous labyrinth. 
Lieutenant Kotzebue now shaped his course towards tfie islands of Bauman. 


Not having found them there^ where Fleurieii suppoeed they might he 
situateii. it may now be assumed with some certainty, ^hat the opinion pro* 
nouiired i/y Dairy mple, Roberts, and latterly T>y Captain Burney (vol.iv* 
page 57?), that the Bauman islands are the same with EvugainrUie's Isles 
des Nuvtgaleurs, may safely be adopted, however warmly it has been con- 
tested by the learned and ingenuous Fleurieu. Nor could Lieutenant 


Kotzebue hnd ilic two islands that Uoggewein took to beShoutei/s Cocob, 
and 'Iraitofs islands, mid hy P'lcurieu were named Eoggeuein islands^ 
nor tin I'-laiids Tienho^en and Giiininger, of which Captain Burney 
beliexed they innv be the sonibcrii of the Salmon islands. 

On tlip IlOih April, they saw the Penrhyn islands, discovered in the year 
1788 hy Captain Sever, of the ship Lady renrhyn ; they are composed of 
a group of low coral islands, numerously inlmbiied by a race of hand- 
some ueopft*, not unlike those ol Nukehba. The latitude ot these 
islanilb was usc^M'laiiicd* V 30" S. and*the longitude, 157" SV 30* W. 


Shaping his course from the Pcnrhyinsdaods to the northward, Lieifteiiant 
Kotzebue wished to get i^ghi of the range of iblaacis discovered in 1788 by 
Captain Marshall, of which the PJidgilive islands are the southefnmosc, wnd 
tiilberl Inlands the niirilt^Timio^t, In 4?'. W. luid in 

9° 46* N.’aiul 188® OO' no islands were seen, although llie cliai ts he liad on 


l>oard taught him to expert to find here the Calvert and Chatham islands. 
Accordftig to Captain Marshall (Governor Philips’s voyage to Botany Bay, 
pbge ^49. 266.)» ^ group •jf islands was discovered by him, between the 
8tb and 9ih degree of latitude, and about 189" 30' W. aud two islaiitL in 
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Mf. and 190* 30', were named by him Gilbert Islands. rfUcul^ 
Kotzebue bad had on board Captain Marsliall’s original acccvmA, he cer- 
tainly i^Uonld have continued bis search till be reached the longitude of 
169* S0*j i\v\^ 190® 30\ as given to these islands by their original disco- 
Terer, but since Ins time diminfished by more than J}®. It is«not unlikely 
that the island in 6® 00' N. and 190® 4', discovered in 1809 on board the brig 
SlizaVieth, and named are the same with tlie southernmost of the 

b^lgricve islands, though tliese last are placed 1^* to the eastward 

them* 

On the SlstMay, two groups of low inhahiied islands, lying N. and S. sepa- 
rntfd by a channel two miles wide, was discovered, in 11® 1 1'N.and 190*9' W. 
Lieutenant Kotzebue, not Hiidiiig on the chans he had on board any island 
in this lat. and long, he coii!iiderc,d them to boa new discovery, and named 
them Kufysoff' Islands. If these islands have been discovered before, it 
mnst have been by Captain Marshall, in 1788, but from the account of his 
voyage, it does not appear that such a discovery was made. On leaving 
the Oilhert islands, which he took to be Anson’s Barbados ii^lands, in 
9^,S4' N. and 190® 38' W. it is said, page Having now a clear na^- 
galioii, they prosecuted ihcir voyage, witliniit meeting with any thing wor- 
thy of, notice.' These words might convince us, that in that voyage no 
islands were seen in 11® N- ; yet wc find, on a chart that accompanies this 
account, and on which the tracC of the Sca^horoiigli is delineated, tw'O 
iilands, in 11® N. and ,188® W. named Ballon Islands ; and in 12® N. and 
191® 15^ a single island, JJawson ; so that it remains u matter of doubt 
whether these Iiultt)n islands actually exist in the longitude assigned to 
them, or whether they are the same with the KutusofF islands, which a 
cliiTerence of in lonu;itii(le hardly leavers room to expect. At all eventSi 
tlius'much is due to Lieutenant Kotrebuc, ihiU he has not only assigned to 
a Coubiderahle group of islands their true latitude and lungirude, but he 
has ascertained also the limits of a dangerous reef that surrounds that 
island, to the extent of J5 miles to the northward, and 12 miles to th^ 
westward. 

The Uuiick arrived on the 18ih of June, at the port of St. Peter and 
Paul, the true longitude of wiiich, by the ohseivations of Captain Cook, 
Ln Pcrotise, ai.d by ourselves, is 201® J6' 40". Arcording to Hardy’s 
box chronometer on board the Uuiick, the longitude of the port was 
201® 15' 30”; by Uarrauds pocket chronometer, the lon^iitude was 201® 3J'; 
S') that the longitude of all the islands seen in this voyage have been settled 
by tiie excellent watch of Mr. liaiAy. 

Although not all the islands discovered by the Dutch navigatorc in the 
beginning of tfie 17tb a^d 18th centuries, hav,e been found again by 
IJcuteiiant Kotzebue, yet it appeal s H'rvn> the foregoing account, that the 
voyage of the Uuiick throws coiisiilerable light o^ tl.tir situation.. As it \f 
not probable that they will soon be searched for again, 1 may be permitted 
to venture a few observalioiib on the knowledge wc have nil now acquired 
of them. • 

Maire and Shouten discovered, between 14® 30', and 15® 45' S. and 
and 149® W. a Zone, called by ricuricu, le Mcr Mauvaue de le 
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et Shouietii the followintfislands: — I'DogUland; 8. Sondergrondc ; 
3. VVaterlandt ; 4. Vlieghen Eyland. Fieurieu* discovered, in the saind^ 
Ssone— 1. C^arlshofT ; 2. the Pernicious islands ; S. Aurora; 4. Vesper aird 
the Lnhyi'iiith. The islands discovered sinde by Roggewein lie witliout tbt 
limits of this dansierous part of tlic Pacific Ocean. * *> , 

We have Already seen that Le Maire*s Dog island has been found agaih 
hy the Rurick; and as to Vlieghrn Eyland^ I think nobody will dis- 
jpute the justness of Captain BurneyV hypothesi^s to the identiry of thiit 
island and Byron’s Prince of Wales i«>lahd. Whe^ remains as yet to*be re* 
discovered, are the islands Sondergrondt and Wntc^landt. With respect 
to the first, it appeals to me prohahle that King George islands, or 

the isl.'inds Oura and Tiookea together^ are what was called by Le Maire, 
Sonderiirondt ; for if you ti'^ke them both to be one island, the description 
Byron and Cook have given of thefti, agrees exactly with the description 
given of tlie island Scaidergrondt. Tiookea has m an K.S.E, and W.Nf.W. 
direction, 10 leagues in circuinfmciice. Oura lies 2 leagues S.W. b.W; 
and its extent in n N.E. and S.W. direction is 4 leagues; both then toge- 
ther, including the channel that separates liicin, may have an extent of 18 
Jei^uc.s. Accouliiig to Shouteii*s journal, Sondergrondt is a low island, 
with u kigoon, encircled hv a narrow zone of inhabited land, ajid its ei- 
Icnt ill a N.F^ and S.W. direction 10 German leagues, the hftitude of the 
island is atone place said to he 00' S. at aimther 14® SO'; all this 
agrees remarkably well wi^ tiie low i'dands of Guru and Tiookea, but 
above all has the distance between Sondergrondt and Dog island ciinvinced 
me of the identity of the former, and those two islands. According to 
.Shouten, it amounts to 100 Garinan leagues; the trueVlistance is I4i)®— 
to iGy® 47 '=6"' or abotc 00 Ociruan Icnggcs ; a gro.'iter coincidence 
then of distance in a run of 4 days is not to he expected. If there was 
besides between those two islands, nn island of the size of Sondergrondt, 
ueithei Conmjodi.re Byron nor Lieutenant Kotzebue could have missed it; 
nor could iiave Le IMaire and Shouien, on their passage from Dog island 
towards Vllrgten I'yhiiid, mls'^ed the King George islands. It lomains for 
me now to remo\t an objection lliet no (iunbt will he made against the 
idcutitv of ihd&e islands ; vtz. h(kw I.c Mairc and Shoutcii liave taken 
two islands for one. The separation of the twQ, islands ceitainly could not 
have escaped tliein, if tiicy liad sailed in the day time along these islands ; 
but from tlip iourn.d of rliui expedition, it is evident, that ti»e Dutch ships 
made tl»e noi tli rnil of Sondergiondt on the evening of the 14tli April ; that 
after suii-sei they stcorpd along the castty n side of the island, towards the 
south end of it, running 10 leagues S. ^.W. or what is the same, the whole 
length of it ; and as the land was to leeward of thenm, thejships certainly 
did not come very near the land during the iiight*i on the following morn- 
ing, the I5ih April, they stood ibw^ards the land, where they had commu- 
nication With the inhahitaitts (Recucil dcs Voyages qui out servi a Vetablisse*^ 
mrnt de la Compagncn des IndcSf tom viii. page 1J2— 145; and purnoy’a 
Chronological Ilistory, 2d vol.) it muy then easily be conceived, that they 
did not see the channel separating the two islands. 

If then the island of SoiiflergroLdt be the same with the islands of Gum 
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ImdTiiiolm# there is only the island \?Merlandt left to be re-diecoverU*- 
ilOQordiog to the description we have of it in the account of Le^Maire and 
SiNiulen’s voyage, it is small and uninhabited, without cpcda*nui trees, to 
Cerman leagues to the westward of Sondergrondt, in i4° 46', and prnba<* 
bly there js may yet be found. The only modern navigators who mig!»t 
have seen her is %rbn, whose course, if it was too northerlyi might, on 
aceount of her small size, easily have missed her ; or he passed her during 
the night. The other discoveries of Lt Maire and Shouten do not belong to 
Vhis discussion. \ 

The 6rst discovery. of IloggOwein made in these scak is the island Carl- 
shoff. I have already proteU that this island is not the one discovered by 
TJeotenant Kotzebue Iti 14" 67^ S. And I 44 " 28' 30", and as its situation is 
^aid to be 13 German leagues to the eastward of theShadclyk islands, it 
may yet be found in 15" 20' 3 . kiid lls** 20'. 

Roggew6in*8 Shadelyk, or Pernicious islands; are 'the same with CaQ|k*s 
Palmer islands. ^ 

Roggiswein discovered to the westtvard of the Shadelyk island*;, at the 
distance of 8 German leagues, a small low island, which he called AutbYe, 
and the same evening another, which received the name of Vesper. ^'Tlic 
jBrst island may be the same which Lieutenant Kotzehue, on rounding the 
sonthrend of the Rnrick islands, saw to llie westward of' the Shadelyk 
!s! iiid. Indeed, if the discovery, of tins island is not a fiction, it cannot be 
found any where else ; fur allowing Uoggewei^ to haxe continued his course 
from the northern ShadoL^k island instead of the souihcni, he could not but 
fall in with the extensive string of the Rurick islands, having’ a clrcum* 
ference of no less than 30 leai;ues. If, then, the land seen by Lieutenant 
Kotzebue is the Lland /i'f Aurore, its situation will be, 14" 45' S, and 
24C«" 55\ and that of Vesper ih the same parallel, and about 147" .'lo' W. 

A much more dtilicult problem to solve are the islands called by 
Roggewein the Labyrinth^ and described to be a group of islands lying close 
to each other, six of which are said to be of considerable size, and having 
together an extent of 30 German leagues. Il has been by some supposed, 
that the Labyrinth of Roggewein is the same with Byron’s Prince of Wales 
island, or what is the same with Sbouten’s Viiegten Eyland. A chain nt a 
number of islands lying olcse to each other, having an extent of 2", docs 
certainly agree with no other island hut Viiegten, which we know has an 
extent of 1(", and if, according to Behrens, Roggewein did sail between 
the Labyrinth, it might be sup(>osed that he sailed tliroughche channel 
separating Viiegten F.yland from that one which Lieutenant KutZebuc dis« 
covered to the westward of it, and which of course he numbered ar belong* 
ing to the Labyrinth j but many abjections mny^ on the other hand, be 
offered to this hypothesis. 1. Roggeweiii estimates the distance between 
the Shadelyk Island and the Labyrinth 25 Gerniah leagues, vvliclreas it is 
tiardly, lo ; and if we would alldw Roggewein nut to have seen the eastern 
part of it, we shall bot haVe the extent of 30 leagues. 2. The islb Aurora 
lies to the eastward bf the eastern part of Viiegten isle, and even* the isle 
Of Vebper is not situated to the westward of i(; yet Vesper is said td be 
•icaated to the westward of Vboghtcni and Roggewein sailed'a whole day 
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from tTie ^'sle of Vesper till he reached the Dibjryith. S* According Co 
Bliercns, tlip l^abyrinth, and the Shadelyk islands, areisituated in the Sftmo 
parallel ; viz. 40'. Vlieghten isle, on the contrary, is in 15® 10'S. 
Fleiirieu contends much against the identity of the Labyrinth and Princt 
of Wales isl^d; and if his suppositions havo not always beenl^oifBrmed, 
yet the opinion of this learned and ingenious man is never to be sligiited. 
Liout. Kotzebue, who by exploring that land he had in sight, was led as fas* as 
143®, could not explore the parallel of the Shadelyk islands. If, theij, the 
Labyrinth actually does exist, these islands must b^ situated in 15® 45' and 
about the longitude of 148° 149°. It is, indeed, muCh to be wished, that 
they may be looked for by the first ship sent on discovery. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your mosi.obedient humble servant, 


THE STRAIT OF SUNDA. . • 

The Ilydrographer of the Naval •Chronicle is gratified in announcing, 
that the indefatigable Ilydrovrapher to the' lion, the East India Company, 
James Horsburgu, Esq. F.II.S. has just published a new Chari of th $ 
Strait of Sunda. He has carefully examined this chart, which, from tha 
known accuracy of Mr. Horsbur^h, cannot fail being an*invaluable act^ui* 
sitiun to the masters of all vessels navigating that partof jthe world. 

Mr. Horsburgh’s explanatory remarks are as lollbws. 

** The basis of (his chart, are, chronomctric ac^ncasurements from Bafa* 
via to Java Head, by Captain Lestock Wilson and myself, correspcinding to 
one mile, and corroborated by Captain Wilson's connected chain of tri* 
angles between these places, extending also to North island, to Crockatoa, 
and the circumjacent islands: together with observations for the latitude, 
taken carefully in several places. , 

“ The principal points and peaks in the narrow part of the Strait, have 
been laid down from transit bearings of each other; and that part will 
probably be found almost equal in accuracy t<» a regular survey. Tliese 
valuable materials were supplied by Captain Owen, R.N. Captain T, 
J.ynn, CaptSin T. Ward’s journal, and by Captain Krusenstern, wfib pub« 
lishedatSt. Petersburgfi, in 1813, an excellent Memoir and Chart of iht 
Strait offSunda. 

The variation of the jiecdle is very small at present in the space con* 
tained within this chart; observstfi|h^ taken lately at Batavia, |ave a few 
minutes easterly variation, #and afijfward a few minutes westerly; but it if 
thought to’ be about half a degree easterly in the Strait, and prdbably 
also at Batavia.” 

M<. FTorsburgh has dedicat^ this Chart to Captain KrusenitcrO; of lb4 
linperial Russian navy. r 

Voi. XXXIX. ir 
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MANUSCRIPT FROil ST. HEIANA. * 

■ [XRA^SLAT£I> BY TU£ EDITOR.] 

*' ' ‘ [Cofitinucd from page 405.] 

T he Empei'or Francis solicited an interview, which 1 granted him in a 
^ pit. He asked for peace, and 1 gave it him— as [ did not see that Ida 
,countrj^ would be of any use to me, not being yet ripe for revolution, lb 
diniiiiish his strength, 1 demanded Vbnice for Lombardy, and the Tyrol for 
Bavaria, that 1 might strengthen my friends at the cost of my enemies ; 
W’hat less could he demanded Not thinking it a time to dispute, I judged 
it expedient to sign the p^cc, and oiTered it at the same time to the llus- 
sians, but the Fiinperor Alexander declined it. 

This was an hoiiourajde firmness; for, by accepting peaces Jie, would 
have shared in the humiliation of the Austrians; — by declining he 
evincetJ a constancy under adverse circumstances, and a confidence in for- 
tune: and from his hrmness 1 concluded that the fate of the world (lep(jt(idt,d 
on us two. 

The campaign was renewed. I followed up the retreat of the Russians, 
and«ciitercd I^oland, where a new theatre ivas opcucv) to our arms. 1 
came to witness this ancient land of anarcliy and liberty bowed he* 
Death a foreign yoke. The Poles awaited iiv, arrival to rele ase them from 
it. 1 confess I did,not avail myself of the advantages which might have 
been derived from the Poles ; this negligence was the greatest efr,ror of my 
reign. I well knew that it was csscntiully necessary lo oigani'/e this coun- 
a,*; a^t^rrier to.Kussiiy^ and as a counterpoise to Austria; hut circum* 
stances at *tlns time did not coincide with the excoutioii of this plan, nor 
did I think the Fbles in every respect capable of advancing my plans. They 
hre an enthusivistic and inconsistent nation, who do every thing hy fits*uf 
fancy, and nothing on system ; — their enthusiasm, altliougii violent, is in.t 
stable; the character of this nation necessarily iivioives its ruin. Neverthe- 
less, hy giving to this c<iuntry a piuii, a system, aud a foundation, iltey 
might in time a respectable imIjou. 

Although it was nty character to leave th.'iigs uiiDnishcd, I 

abandoned the organ izau|>,a^f Poland, iusiead of giving ii the consistency 
which it needed, which ^c^ioned,jpj& great loss. J nicirched ni tiie rigor 
of the yvinter through tlie regions of the Noetic The bel^tiviour of tlie 
soldiers was highly creditable tu^fhem, not giving the sligUfcst imdiaUion of 
unwillingness to encounter J.he se\ verity of the climate. 1 iiad to combat an 
army in possesion of the country, and habituated to the chinute. which 
awaited me bu the frouiivis of llussja. I, however, resolved to aCUcl it, 
in preference to bulTering the spirit atii^iurdincss of iiiv troops to relax iii 
bad cantonments. 1 engaged the encloy at Eylau. Tiic biiufc'ivas bloody 
Aiiid indecisive. ^ 

If the flussians hud attacked us on the following day, they would have 
certaifnly beaten us; but, fortunately, their generals are not disposed to re* 
•olutionsof such a nature. They gave me rime to attack them iirFried- 
landf wliue the viciuiy was duubiful.- TheEmpcior AlcAundei’i alter 
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havin^Sttlrepidly defended himself propnsed peacf to mfe; and as it was 
honourabli^ bo^h nations, for both had fought wHl^cqual valour, it was 
siiined at Tilsit, and signed, as the Czar himsel^can testify. 

Sucli was the result of the first attempts of the coalitioi'jigainst the em- 
pire which Iliad founded. My arms acquired new glory; but the (jbestion 
between mo and Europe was still undecided;— my enemies, Hithough hum- 
bled, were not subdued, nor yet desisted from prosecuting their machina- 
tions against us. 

Although nearly in the same circumstances, I sicfTcd the peace, foreseeing^ 
anew war. it wus certain, so long as the fortune eff arms produced no 
new coinbijiations, and while England had an exclusive interest in prolong- 
ing it. • • 

I, however, .judged it proper to ajirail myself of the repose I had given 
to the Continent, by consolidating the foundation of the empire, in order to 
gi\c it more consistency, the better ‘%o sustain Any future attacks. The 
throne tvas hereditary in my family commenced anew dynasty, 

which time was to consecrate, as it bas legitimated all others. NtTcrown 
sinOsthatof (Charlemagne had been conferred with so great solemnity; 
for 1 received it at the desire of the people, and with tlie sanction of the 
church. * It would have been a positive inconsistency that ^ny faiialy, thus 
called to govcbi, should have bee^confounded with the other classes of 
society. ^ 

1 waa rich in conquests, aild it was niy duty to unite closely these states 
to the system of the empire, in order to augment itsVcight, forcoiiirnon 
interests are the only bond between nations; the e^tabli^iment, therefore, 
of an entire coiiimuiiity hrtweerf iny empire and the conquered states, t^as 
indispensable. Eut this was not to he efiiciedwwiliont^changing their an- 
ciciiC social order, giving to them that of tcy empire, and placing at ihc 
head of these new insiitutioiis sovereigua interebted in iiiainiaining them. 
'*AI1 this I accomplished, by placing my family on the vaennt thrones. 
Lombardy was the most essential of these states,* ns it w'ould be always 
an object of desire to the house of Austria. I was not willing to give it 
the satisfaction of seeing one of my brothers on tliat throne. I alone was 
capable of sustaining the iron crowfl, and therefore I placed it on my own 
head. 1 thus excited a much greater coufideiree in the Lombards, as I 
counected my dcsimies with theirs. This state took the denomination of 
the kingdom of lialy, because this title was more pompous^ and more flat- 
tering to theuimagiiiaCi'oii of the Italians. * 

The throne of Napicsnvas also vacant. •l''lje queen, Caroline, after having 
iiiiindatc^ the streets of Naples with bUod, and delivered up her kingdom 
to the Vn^gllsli, had been again expelled. This unfortunate cauiitrv needed 
iO^eign to deliver it from vengeaficf and anarchy. One of ray brothers 
ciipifidtl^Hirone. 

HoIlantPHad long lost tiTe energ^vhicli characterizes republics, and had; 
no loriger the power of representing one— it harl jEjiven a convincing proof: 
of this tlic diseinbarkanoii of 1799. Besides, 1 could not persuade my- 
self tluit it had any desire foi^e Orange f amily, from the manner in which 

* iu which there wijire vacautr thrones, Trans. 
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I lewted bet ope fepuldk^ which was ttmt of the Swi^iw-not huTing 
any interett le cheneihg ttxe inttituttoni to which they were eocuatomed. 
My eoftofltv le Ihiseouotry was limited solely to the prti entie^ ifieir cutting 
anotiier'e throa’s . notwithstanding which, they never shewed tbeoi* 
hftmt muefa pleased u ith me. 

Having giten this form to the Allied States of France, and Depehdanti 
^ef the Empiie, I was obliged, at the same time, to annex to the mother 
country other portions of territory, m order to preserve an ecfaiiibrium la 
the whole system. With this view, { annexed Piedmont to France, and 
not to Italy. On the sime pnnnpte, I annexed Genoa to Parma* These 
aggregations weie of little importance in themselves, lor I could have made 
all these people good Italians,^ ^ could never ha\e been made more 

than Ot JiD iry Frenriimen. But the empire did no)^ consist p|dy of l^raoce^ 
but the States of my family, and of loreigu AltWS |t wjw Ihtiwlbre 
necessary to preserve a due pioportion between ttihse three elements. 
Each of the new alliances brought wuh it a new connection, and in tncli 
the phblic was always exchiining agai ist my ambit i »n But my ami icioii 
never consisted merely in the puusession of a few square leagues, more or 
lets, bat in rendering my cause triumphant. This c luse. however, consisted 
not only inopmions, out ui the weight which each of the parties could throw 
into the balance, qnd in it square leagues weighed , lor it ib of square k net 
Chsll the world is composed Therefore, I augmented the mass ol the 
forces uhi^ I could put^ . motion. 

To effect all these changes* neither skill nor courage was necessary— a 
single act of my will was sufficient, for all these countries were too small 
fen bavp one contraiy to mine They ^1 depended on he motion given to 
the totality <ri the Impenal System, the centre of which was tn France. 

It was necessary next to consolidate my work^v giving tu (ranee insti- 


tutions conformable to the new social order which she had id >(>ted— to 
create for inysell ipv age, as for it I had been created* Haiing been a 
solfliler, I wpi now to baOHiia a legislatoi. 

It was inposnhie tp abfta the Hevolotion letrograde, for that would 
have ^en to subject the ititing to the weak, .erhich isconirary to nature. 
Xl aaia/*-'*'‘Tafy, tbeiafore, t« pfdsffve tlie spirit of it, and le adapt to it 
nnanaiogouaa||aiaaiof legistai^fy. t created what followed.— That sys- 
tm adU nuai^l here left to Ettrope an mberitanoe which «he will 

In fte ShM ftere was,* really, bip ^ vast democracy, odder the <!ii*«ec« 
ftm of a dieiatorftip. 1 hii kind offw iriimeDt » conveniecN executively, 
|iot4t;ia^t$ nature t«iyj|d)rarv , fasting %iily during tlip life of ttoe dietmor* 
I |a4 tbepMbrg, to kbmler |C perpetusi by durable insticotioiiii and the 


*cMdlWftiwln| tf |litmatient corporations between the throne eni the 
iImiwIMw. IKiI ^bnthing now chuid be eA|^ed by habit and tllnilcik I 
was etlijM to create ete^lluag by It wi 
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1 iimkuted an inten3l||i^tf order«>it was democratic; for all, at aU 
timesy wens admisBibio was monarchicp- it could never die. 

This •corporation was destined to substitute, in elm new ref;inie, the scr* 
vice which the nobility was desig‘ied to elTect in the ancient*— that is, to sup- 
port the thl*one. But there wascio other siipilarity between the twfi, • Tim 
•Id nd^y existed solely by virtue jof their prerogatives; mine,' only, had 
powcfa^ The old noiiiiity had no other merit than ihatofbeing exclusive—* 
all had distinguished themselves acceded by right tn.tbe new-^it was 
nodittf more thmi a civic croivn. • attached to it no other idea, 

Badi <w Us naeilibers h$d merited it by his services— all might obtain it ou 
tht 'Hdie terms, and thus none were odetided. 

Tito spirit pf (he empire had an ascendant tendency— it is the character 
of rovolutiols. This spirit animated the whole nation, andjevery one 
strOvO to exaV himself in its highest state of aspiiipiion. I 'promised great 
rewards, which were never bestowed but as pledges of public gratitude* 
These high dignities were stMl consistent with the spirit of equality, because 
the meanest soldier might attain them by brilliant actions. 

On the disorder and anarchy of the revolution, it was necessary to 
rO'CStablish order, for that is tlte only symptom of strength and stability. 

Judges and ministers were essential to the iitate, iis on them depends 
puldic order— that is, the execution of the laws. These I rendered co* 
with the spirit which animated the people and tlie army, assigning 
to them like rewards. 


[To be continued.] 


PLATE 5ir. 


cBri^Alvn and Bcachy Head, on the Coq^t of Suisex. , 
illustration of Ihe annexed engrltving,. we shad extract the following 
pttfticulars from Phillips's ^ Guide to the Watering Places, &c. 

This place, which h) the mem^oi^ of our gr^dmothers w‘as only a little 
insigpibcai^ loivOy on a corner ofAhe coast little frequented, is imw become 
fasliibnable, ‘^gatit, add UniveiV^ly known* Till lately it had the name 
•f Briq^hthflvhslone ; but, like 1^ persons igsing to eminence,* who are • 
ashamed of their origin, it has now aisunicd the title of Bxightonf 
winch certeiflly has a more^uteel sound, and ** passes trippingly o*er Ui| 
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Taking the road through Rjregate, tvhich* being the nearest, islikcly tt 
be preferred by thoso who are in haste to reach this scene^o^lensiire ; 
Brighton is only fifty-four miles distant from London, and ns the crow flies; 
it is not above forty-three. It is situated in 50® 55' north latitude, and 
about 3''to the westward of the meridian of London, close bv,tbe sen, and 
gives name to a bay formed by Beactiy Hoad on the east, and Worthing 
Point on the west. Its name is said to have boon derived from Brighthelm, 
a Saxon Bishop, who lived in this vicinity; but this is a point we do not 
pretend to discuss, convinced as wc are that it is impossible te settle it, on 
any satisfactory evidente. v 

“ Brighton stands tin an eminence, which gently declines towards the 
soiitlr-east with a r<>giilar slope to the Stcyne, a rhaiming lawn so named ; 
and from thence again rises with^a modciuic ascent to the eastward, along 
the Cliff, to a considerable (iisrauce. It is pmUettd horn the north and 
iioilh-eusterly winds by an»ampli;ihcatrical rantie of hills, and on the west 
it has extensive eorn-ficlds, bom the Downs towards the sea. • 

TliW'hilis round Brighton are gf t\*sy access, and covered '.ilh an 
agreeable verdure. From their summits, tlic Isle of Wight may he plainly 
seen, with a pleasing view of the weald of Sussex. 'Ihe so| is naturally 
dry, and flie heaviest rains that fall here seicioin prevent tliA exercise of 
walking or ndihg for aii^ length of time after they have ceaseo ; a circiini* 
stance not iinwoithy of icgard, iu a phfee of pleasurable attraction. 

It iniist be allowed, indeed, that independently of the cciebriiy it de- 
rives from its royal ami noble visitors, no pari of the kingdom enjoys a 
more suluhiiuus air than this. It is considered as an extrawrdinary case 
for tke unlives or constant residents to be* troubled with a cough or any 
pulmonary complaint ; and, iiencc it has been warmly recommended by 
medical men a» asupeiior situation lor the recovery or preservation of 
health. In cold weather it is sheUcred 'by the hills from chilling blasts : 
in the hottest season of (he year, (lie breezes from the sea are at once 
refreshing and salutary. The sea-water is very highly impregnated with 
£alt, and (lie bench being a clean gravel and sand, with a gradual tlesccnt, 
is peculiarly favorable for bathing. Dr. Uussel was very instrumental in 
bringing this place into fashionable noticA*, and it has since been adopted by 
personages, the best qualified by rank and fortune to keep up its fame and 
its consequence, which a variety of circimistanccs lead us to suppose are 
still likely to increase. 

Brighten, or rather Briglithclmstone, w'as formerly a fiahing-town, 
i|ind many of its inhabitants still depend priiicipuily on its fisheries for a 
subsistence. It contained at that period seven principal streets, besides 
seienil lanes, and was defended by strong fortifications, having been 
several timcs,attemptcd by*! hr Frcncli^ but wntliout effect. The ruins'Wlr^ 
walls are still to he seen on the bench ihficr the Cliff, wliicU appear to 
have heqn built by Queen FJizaheth. l^is wail w'Ss fourteen feet high, and 
• extended 400 feet from trfic cast to Ae west gate of the town. In 1758, 
Itlie eastern gate, which had remained till that time, was taken dc^m to 
|llow space for constructing a battery, but being demolished by the 
sea, two others have been erected, ou <ou the east and the other oh the 
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vtCBt of the town, in sitiintions that wilJ secure them from* the annoyance 
of the ws^vef. *Both are mounted with heavy metnl ; and, beliind the 
western battery is a handsome iiouse for the use of the gunner, wiih ma- 
gazines and other appropriate otfices. , ^ 

** When llenry VIll. furtiHed the coast by a numherof castles, some of 
which are still kept in use, lie erected a block-house here, at some distance 
from the edge of the Clitf; but the continual cncronchinCHts of the sea griv- 
dually sapped its foundation, and occasioned its fall. • 

** Indeed^t is evident that the sea has Itrcn^oiig gaining on this coast, 
and it is believed tiint there was oiycc a street below the Cliff, in confirma- 
tion of which, ruins are recorded to have been seen under water ; but at 
present no vestiges of tins kind fetuaiTi. In the year 161)9, however, it is 
computed that 130 hoiisca were swajjt a^y by the sea; and to escape this 
danger in future, a fund has been established by act of parliiuneiit fur re- 
pairing the groyiis, which serve to liouud the wa*tery element, and to col- 
lect and retain the gravel as an aUxiliacy defence. 

Brighton, including its various ifiodcrn additions and embelTisliments, 
is of a quadrangular form, the streets intersecting each other right 
angles. Tiu^ houses, however, present a very motley appearance: piide 
and nieanne^ jostle each other, and sometimes range iidg by^idc. The 
new streets and edifices are suiligicnily elegant ufld coiiiinoilious ; tfie old, 
as may be expected, are almost put out df countenance h} gay dressed up- 
starts, which are annually springing fioiu the dust. 

“ The streets and lanes to the westward of lhe*Sreyne, comprise the 
greatest part of the old buildii.gs'. Thepiincipal aic, JCorlh'Strcer, Bast- 
street, Ship-street, and West-street Kast-tlilf, Iviiddle-chn’, West cliff*. 
Artillery-place, £Jedlord-row, and Bellevue, faeft the sea, and coimriaiid 
extensive and varied prospects, lii North-row, and West-row bLildfligs, 
are scveial pleasuni and commodious lodging-houses. 


PLATE 505. 

Cope Coasl Casi/c, o?i the Guli CmiU of Aftica, 

[Curitiiiuid from page 413. j *' 

O F llie religion of ihe I’niiiee country, we are at a loss to convey a .STti— 
factory and ph asmg acciiunt. The cinef oljcr.c of adoialiun is placed 
in the capital ol’ Faiitct;, called Abiali, ^iid is ncsignavcd, Woorali! Woo- 
rah! Agnh Nannah ! which S!gMilit% Master! Master! Father ol all! 
Every town, village, and district, haie their favourite o!jecl»ol worship ; as 
has likewise every fainiK*. On ciiterpig a house, somcLlnng is pprcei\L(l 
emblematic of their religion, which goes by tlic obscure (and we may say 
indefinite^ term Fetish. ^Vharevci^ supposed to possess the puwer of 
good or evil, or any uncuinmoii qralily, goes h^ that title: and pci sons 
wlio profess any uncommon knowledge, and who particulmly worship tfie 
Fetish, *are called /if cs/i men nr women. The fetish men, or the ministers 
•f their deity, ara in geifleral much respected, and have eoiisidera'ole 
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power in some places. They industriously scatter abroad the ’seeds of 
superstition, and diligently disseminate their knowledge^ toe the end that 
they may he regarded with admiration, and referred to for counsel on 
every occasion of public or domestic calamity. These persons are never 
consulted without a gift, whirh is generally proportionate to fhe nature of 
the grievance. Seldom do the indigent ask advice of Agah Nannali! the 
rich only, as a body of persons, can approach him. This oracle being 
■superior to all others in tl^e country, and having a number of votaries, 
requires larger gifts and sacrifices; and whoever is most protiise in these, 
will continue to be held in fiivour. 

••The Fantees wore originally an inland people, and governed by the 
kings of 'Ashantec: but when tiicy* formed a separate state, we have no 
satisfactory accounts to detcrnvne. «They however rebelled against the 
Ashantee government, and fled towards tlic sea ; where, it appears, they 
remained unmolested until very lately. When they considered themselves 
out of jthe Ashautce dominions, and in tolerable sccui ity, they appointed 
a person to govern them : but ns they dreaded liie vengeance of their old 
masters, and were fearful that on the promise of favour on reward this 
person would betray them, they had recourse to a sin^nlaiT expedient to 
pro\’e his%dekty! They told him, that he must consent to loscfii:} left hand, 
as the only token thev* considered syfficierit to prove his attachment to 
them. The man hesitated at this extraordinary mcttiod of putting his 
fidelity to the test; when a general murmur arose against him. Where* 
upon his cnne< bearer stepped forward and exclaimed, that if his master 
were unwilling to lose a hand for the good of the people, he was not; and 
laying his left arm upon the block, it was taken off. lie was then con- 
stituted their BrafToe; which term signifies captain, or leader; and the 
person so appointed, was endued with. many privileges: his family were to 
be provided for, and considered as a kind of nobility; and his power was 
almost absolute. In course of time, bis family became numerous; they 
lived separated from the community, and formed as it were a distinct 
state, which hence acquired the name of the Braffoc country; which 
appellation it still retains. Some, by way of bestowing upon it still 
greater eminence, call it the Woorah Wouraii country. Abrab is the 
capital o4 the Braffoe, as well as whole of the Fantee country; and 
it is principally iniiabirerl by the Bralfue race or tbcir slaves. Hence 
arose a distinction among the Fantees, which till lately exercised a coiisi* 
derable authority. The BrafFoe country was the source of all ffie laws and 
customs of the Fantee country. IT a cause were laid before a BrafFoe, he 
could decide upon it without allowing the interposition of the Pynins, or 
any other branch of the government : and from i^is decision there was no 
appeal, a BrafToe went abrtmd, be lived at the public expense, 

and was usually distinguished by an irmi chain suspended round bis heck; 
and this chain was longer or shorter ^&ording to lineal or collateral des- 
» cent. The race of Braffbes gradually extended the power that was given 

I them, until at length they became obnoxious to the people^ and wefe con- 
sidered a burthen to the state. There are not. many of tlije family nant 
Liing, the Ashantees having nearly extirpated the whole race. 
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“The doiintry about Cape Coast, till lately, presentcii an uniform wjody 
*vppearaiic<^: was no cultivation of any kind iifear it, excepting the 

Company’s garden : it has, iiovvcver, undergone much improveniciu; and 
now ( 1811 ) exliilnts a pleasing appearance. Some neat houses arc erected 
Without the therein the proprietors eisjoy^'an agreeable retirement 

Iroin duty, or the bustle of employment, and where they receive the 
advlit.rage of free air. 

“ Iho present go\ernoi-in-clw‘cf, Mr. White, appears to be indefatigable 
in proiiiocing 1(iipruvemcnt and cultivation, and ift diffusing tiicin by exam* 
pie among the natives; be has a richly cul^vatod'spot, about six miles 
distant from the cnath*, wlnre Kurupeaii and indigenous plants arc raised 
With success. Tiiis plantation, ratllbr garden, is contiguous lo a s*mall 
river, that oveiflows in the wet seas*)ii; lyid it is very rjemarkable, that at 
fhl** slioic distance fr^iin the sea, the eaitli i>, frequently ic freshed with 
ram, when the country ahout tiie C^po is deprived ol it. Hence we may 
conclude, there is more moisture inUnd than on the sca-coast. An 
iinprovcinenf in the manncis of liic people, as well as m the country, may 
be perceived k but we are soiry to obsei vc, the former does not |)roceed as 
successfully al we could wi->h; wlncb, wc will not hesitate to say, is owing 
to a want of auihoriiv to contioni and keep them withitucerStiii limits. 
Industry, however, has found it-* x^ay amongst tllbm, and that stubborn 
spirit which tliev picseivcd and cnltivaitrf, appears to be much mitigated; 
and there is vei v little donl>c*of their ncqniiing ihc qualifications necessary 
Co form good ciiaiaciers, and beginning a UHcinl [icople, if certain means 
were devised; of which we have aheadv y.iveo some hinte*. 

“ Tlie want of a river, or capacious pond, near ijiis town, is a very 
great inconvenience, not only lo the natives, but to the garrison, and to 
ships and vessels whicn result hitiier. About a mile w'estward fronf the 
town IS a small lake of salt water, from which ll»e natives procure salt 
without any art, and with veiy little iroiihlc, for evaporation proceeds 
with such rapidity in ilie dry ^easun, tint the salt is (ui med wiliiout the 
process of hoilioi! and rrvsla!li/.ing. it is amusing to observe the women 
of (his town seeking lor g'dd ; * i'ic,v convey the carili, in which they sus- 
pect that metal to be 1-ulgcd, to tlic sea side; w hcie, witli much ingenuity 


* The principal (Ktrl <»r»lie Alt iv ait 'jold is procured in the interior, by washaig ni 
fl)0 beds oft he river-^ aiul uatrr-eourNes ajier the lain-w iilei lias rin edf, especially 
at the hollmiis ift mountains and liilK, m Hie w:\ abot e devenbed ; bat there 
n re also mines of parliealarlv al^oiil ibniy miles ml old ot Dixcoxe, at a 
place called Ainriafi. 'I'liey dis» u*- il forming a wc II, until tliey come to u hard 
durk'CoIoured sione, winches inlersperSt'd with partakes ot gold : swuiclinies this 
ore IS very rich. U> a pioscnl the wrdet procured d piece wtighirfg about lour 
pr five* ounces, winch, when ground lo powder and washed, pioduccd about 
four penny-weiglils of gold dust, cks not being acquainted witisihe art 

of mining, nor possessing pioper tools, employ iiiucii fabuur to procure tins ore, 
and are«iiot uiicoanuonly, lust by (he eurtii lalitiig tn upon them. Th^y apeak 
of working in the mines us an uncertain speculation, &omeumcs paying tlivuil 
well, at others not. * 

jaat!.Cl)ron.Voi.XXxix. sq 
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and perscvcrhiue, they examine ie in the fbllowing iimiincr. Tlioy put the 
earth into a wooden *bow I, where it undergoes frequent ablutions by a cir- 
cular motion until the lighter parts are washed away; the heavier parts of 
the earth that remains, are put into another bo'\l : this process is repeated 
several limes until there jb nearly a howlfull collected; it tl)en undergoes a 
careful cxuniination and frequent washings, and the gold at length Is per- 
ceived at the bottom of the bowl, where it is allowed to remain, until the 
whole*. of the earth is washed away; when they take it out, and dry it 
either by the sun, or by* fire. During this process there is much dex- 
terity and ingenuity lu be jseen, which are are only acquired by much 
practice. 

The first settlers at Cape Coast bad noi an attentive eye to their preser- 
vation, by allowing the natives to liv^.so near the castle. If it were not 
for this great inconvenience, Cape Coast would be a salubrious situation : 
when the town was destroyed in 1G03, it should have been the first care 
and object of the governor to^hav<^ compelled the natives to build further 
from tEe* walls of the castle, we will sky at least two hundred yards from 
them:* if this salutary measure were attended to, tlie advantage that would 
arise from it, w'ould be important, particular as to health: far, in tlu; wet 
and foggy^sea^onr, or when the brec/e is not powerful enough to purify 
the ai?, and very probably duiiiig the continuance of the land-wind, ru.iny 
noxious eflluvia float irfto the ca'stie: the vapours nri>n)g from putrid fi^Ii, 
collections of rubbish, filthy water, &c. rnLst impregnate the air of the 
castle w^th particles By uo means conducive to health.’' 

• “ [To be comiuued.] 
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Voyage of His Majesty't Ship Rosamond^ to Nes^foundland, and the 
Southern Coast of Labrador ; of which Countries no Account has been 
published bp any British Traveller since the reipn of Queen Elizabeth, 
By Lieutenant Edward Chappell, K.N. Author of a Voyage to 
Hudson’s Day.” London; J. Mawmau, Ludgate- street. 1818. 

I N thfe, as in the former Woik of Lieutenant Chappel,+ tW?re is much 
to interest the curious reader;* and the rarity of'such ample information 
upon the subjects treated on, gives* additional value to the Volume. Ic 
would he ii spcdics of hypercriticism to investigate the literary merits of the 
author in anvork of this dc&cripcloiu In a voyage not piofesscdly of dis- 
covery, he lius made nuics of w' hat occurretl in the course of it ; and, of the 
place o4' their destination has been a^|j^gent ob^rver and inquirer. The 
result of these inquiries ^and ohservalious he has digested into a very 
interesting account of Newfoundland, and the Coast of Labrador^ which 
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he has presented to the public, and we hope he will find his labour re<« 
warded, ^ rtipid sale of his bocik. The ;;rnpl!ic illustrations arc— ^ 
1. Heads of a Tartariaif, or Hunting Indian, inhabicinv the itihind parts of 
North America ; and of an Esquimaux, or Fishing IiTdian, inhabiting tfje 
Sea Coasts of Labrador and Davis’s Strait. 2. Map of Newfoundland, 
and the South Coast of Labiador. 3. Remarkahle appearance of Tcc 
Bergs, in the Strait of Belle hie. 4. Entiancc to St. John’s Harbour, New* 
foundland. , • 

The fuJIawing extract will afford a fair specimen of the general st^de in 
which the Volume is wntten * 

** Our voyage across tlic AilaiTtlc pfesented little w'orthy of observ'atior • 
We arrived on tlie Great Bank of Ncwft^iuiland svboyt the 18th of May ; 
when the conimodor^ of ll»e convoy made a signal for the whole fleet to 
pass within hail. In pursuance of tins order, every vessel crowded around 
the Crescent ; and at the same instant, there arose such a violent blast of 
wind, tiiat wo were all thniwn into* a staK.* of the must imminent danger 
and alarm ; «cach ship dreading to be dashed against another ( smd, of 
course;^ all ii.ade sail to escape from the throng : but this necessary pre- 
caution proved to be tlic souice of all the mischief that ansu^d ; for ibo 
wind suddenly shifting, blew wuh^terrihie fury from an opposite quarter, 
demolishing masts, yards, ami rigging. Happily for us, w'c had remained 
with every sail clewed up, ^ince tlie bfegiiiiiinti^of the tempest, and by this 
tneans we escaped any material injury.* shortly afterwards, we passed one 
of the convoy that was lying-in a dismasted state, wiih part of her side 
beaten in, and her crew was perceived to be labouring hard at the 
pumps. * 

“ It is remarkable that no lives pxrc lost in our fleet upon this occasion ; 
Bttliough many of the ships were disiuusied, and others lost their sails and 
yards in consequence of tlic sudden sliifinig of the huiiic.me. JMciiiioti h.is 
been made of this tempest merely as a cannon to other vcs.'»els wlnrli may 
hereafter happen to piiraiie the same route; since nothing c.iii be a more 
common Oi'currencc, or more dangerous, tliaii sucli sudden gusts and shifts 
of wind upon tlic ltnnk» of Ncwfoundlaml. Why they arc peculiar to 
those iinmeiise iicaps of sand, is perhaps a question not easily answered. 
Phdosophical theories upon such abstruse subjects are often found to he 
both faliacioLis and absurd; and it is more incuiiihent upon a maiiner to 
state facts, ^thaii to reason conccrniiig iiiaiters in which he is full as likely 
to be a't onff as to be ri"fU, 

“ Immediately after the hiirricaiie had subsided, we^desrried the fii?t 
beacon of a frozen coasi, in a large mass of fluating icc, u^jicli appearei 
like a vast rock of alabaster, upon our w'cathcr-bearii. Few on board our 
shipliad ever before sev» ice-^*rg; we gazed upon it, therefore, with 
mingled feelings of astonishmeiit uSd awe. That which made it the more 
singular, was its perfect resemblance lo the principal pyramid of Djizaf 
near Cairo in Egypt, as we had seen that surprising [nonnment of antiquit*, 
represented in some old books of travels. Shortly after this, huwcvei, w€ 
began to lose the pleasure tha( was at first experienced in curnpanpg 
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sublime works of Nature with correspond inj; specimens of Art ; “sucli as, 
pyramids, pillars, obelisks, temples, and tinnuli : for the ccrtpii^ty of their 
heing extremely dangerous neighbours, during dark and stormy nights, 
entirely destroycfl the gratification we might otherwise have felt, in view- 
ing them* 

“ Upon the 19 lh of May, we tried f<*r soundings, and found bottom 
with thirty-six fathoms of hne. Conceiving this to he a convenient depth 
of water for fishin"^ we threw over hooks ; and in about a quarter of an 
hour, every mess in the slop was well supplied with an abundance of ilie 
finest cod fiJi. Hallibuts, al«o, of tlie most enormous Size, uerc fre- 
quently drawn to tlie surf.ice of the but it was exceedingly difficult 

to get them on board, as they generaliy succeeded, by an apparently slight 
exertion of their ponderous streng'h, ir: breaking away from every means 
that could be devised for securing them. 

“ The fishermen of Newlouiuliand are much exasperated whenever an 
unfortunate hallibut happens to upon their baits: they are frequently 
known, in such eases, to \Mvak their venucaiiee on the poor J»‘-h, by 
thrustirg piece of wood through its gdls, and in Unit condition turning it 
adrift upon the ccciui. The effnis which are madti by the to<*tured fish, to 
get its head heifoa'th the water, affi>rd a higli souicc of amusement to the 
barbarous fishermen, whb have facetiously st vled this operation, the * 
sail yarding of a hallibut,' 

** About ilie 2l9t of May,' we came in sigljt of Cape Race, the soutli- 
eastern exlrcmiiyof Newfoundland’: and this first vitwof it led us to ima- 
gine that it would l>j impossible ever to apjiroacb within many leagues of 
our destined port. The whole line of coa‘*t, as )ar as the eye could reach, 
appeared encircled by an impenetrable zone of ci\stn!. liidefd, this pi o- 
digious quantity of floating ire surroumled our convi-y from the we^l- 
soiith-west to tbe soiilh-ctist point of the compass ; thus leaving only ten 
points, out of the ibiriy-iwo, open for an ocafu*. It was llirougb this 
space that Commodore Qmlliam sailed away m the Crcsceiu; taking with 
him that pait of the fleet destined for Nova Scotia, and leaving nmler our 
protection those vessels that were bound for St. John’s, in Newfoundland. 

Our little Rosamond being thus exalted into the situation of a commo- 
dore's ship, wo put her head towards the iioitli-iiorth-east, in hopes of 
finding some opening tlirougli which wc might he able to peiielriitc ilie 
formidable barrier of ice that opposed our passage : nor were we disap- 
pointed ;* for towards evening wc perceived a place where the ice had 
loosened consideriihly, and through this channel the ships of our fleet butted 
their way. 

** In the vpyages published by iho«e who first 'visited this country, too 
little notice has been taken of the dangers Jiifending its navigation. In 
their eagerness to I ecom mend NewfoiiwUand as un acquisition vyortby of 
t the British Empire, they Ipve omiticdfor sliglitly passed over, those dread- 
*^ful tempests, tiiick fogs, rocky shores, and icy perils, to which a seaman is 

i 'xposed upon the coasts of this island. Later writers have run into the 
>lher extreme ; and represented tho.«-c dangers 'as more intimidating than 
*the most formidable rsrnpart erected by military art, the dreadful canon- 
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Qii^ fnie on, atteiiiiied bj tiwsfe a 

thkd( j^4ha(f,<ipjit.^ii^^^ and we were never ftfber- 

together. ./Jl’he 'maetere of ..ihewe ve^Ma^ 
. acqueiirted wjlit 1tl». 

the greater part o^the convoy thererore auc* 
brnbour of $t. Jo1iu*& ^efore flic I^aamoi^l.*' ^ 
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itiand qfCtnfih # ^ 

C ORFU, one of tte Ionian islands, « situated at the month of the gulph 
of Venice. It was formerly called Cnr^byra, and Pbceacia, fmnous for 
llie gardens of Alciitous.' The Turlws bare frequently ntrempteci to reduce 
it, but without success* It is well fortilt'ed, and ^ns 50 castles ; 't^.^nofn-* 
ber of its inhabitants is about 00, dbo. They are of the Gre^b. church* 
I'bis island formerly belong%r{ to the Venetians, wlio senttbA a 'governor 
and magistrates, changing them every»two years. the '&ce ti^ty^>blj(^ 
tween England and the other direo great allied powers, tbii* ^ith ^be^ 
other foafan islands, were ,|flaccd under the immetliate proteetidD of < 
Great Britain, which were to form a single, free, and brdepebdent sta^p, 
w ith all the benefits of a constitutional charter ; the articles wldchtw^i^ ' 
to be settled by a legislative asseiubiy duly .cunvcuecL , The ebcciifiye 
government was to lie vested in his Britannic Majesty, who wastoboft^re* 
sented by i liord ll%h Commissioner* Corfu is the key to the AdirM|e*.y‘/ 
The soil is very froitfu^y n<)d prepuces a great deal of wine, olives,- 
several other fruits, particuJarly'^s, which are eseecdingly gqod*' ‘'Tbe^ ^ 
chief is likewise called Corfu. E. long. 19® 48', N. lot. 3^ 50V ' 
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HOUSE OF iiORDS, W^iEssAr, Ivivs 10 , I 8 lj 3 * 

DisscjLirridN of parjltament, 

TEbNESDAY, June tW^ l0lb, the House vras opi^ned it twelve , 
, V b*clock, and the peqr^ benches were very fUjiib al^wards grace4 
with i fine display* of and eleg^ce.»> Royal Higboess 
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Michael, of Rtiisltf; the /oreign ministers, and many other persons of dls* 
tinctioo, were also present \ a great crowd of strangers werje ll||;e^'iBe belovr 
the bar. About eight minutes after two,, rulvoes of artillery announced the 
arrival of the Prince Regent, and soon afterwards his Royal Highness, 
having pet on his robes, entered the house with the ui>ual stajte anej^ pro- 
cession, the sword of state being carried before him by the li)arl of Liters 
pool. 

HU Hoyal Highness having taken his seat upon the Throne, surrounded by 
his Miiusters, the Great Odi^ers of his Household, *aiid other attendants, Sir 
Thomas Tyrnhitt, the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod,. was ordered by 
bis Royal Highness to proceed to the House of Commons to command their 
attendance. Shortly afterwards the *^)eaker in his dress robes, accompanied 
by a great number of Members, came to the Bar. The Speaker delivered 
at the Bar the following Speech : < *' 

c 

“ May it please your Rfiyal Highness^ 

< 

“ We, his Majesty’s faithful Comntons, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain anS Ireland, attend jour Royal Highness with our last Bill of Sup- 
ply. Ui obedience, Sir, to your RoyalJJighncss'srceomnicnduticn, we ha\e 
not failed to apply our anxious and continued attention to the state of 
the Public*' Incon^e and Kxpcnditiire,- and heavy, as iinqiie<;iionably the 
weight and pressure still •remain npon our. Finances, we have the satisfac- 
tion to observe that the Revenue, iti its mo>t important branches, is gradually 
und progressively improving. r 

“ Among the various duties, Sir, cin which we have been engaged, therein 
n-ohe, perhaps, that could have devolved upon us, more interesting in itself, or 
more »in unison, we are persuaded, with the sincere and unfeigned senti- 
ments of all cli'isscs «r his |l)ajesly's suhjeets, tiian the duty of adopting the 
iieces^ry measures for the fultilineiu of those engagements, which your 
Royal Highness was grariously plea'>e(F to eoininnnicate to us, as liuviiti*: 
been concluded with the Courts of Spain and Portugal on the subject of the 
Slave I’rade. 

“ Nor, Sir, have we been le'ss. attentive to another subject of great pulilie 
importanre earnestly recommended by your Royal Highness to one early and 
particular consideration — the deticinieyrwliich has so long eAisled in the 
^number of places of Public Worship belonging to the I'.stablishcd Church. 
To the remedy of this drfieienry, we have most readily afibrded large and 
liberal assistance, well convinced that the first and dearest interests of this 
country, its tiuest hniipiness, its soundest prosperity, its surest independence, 
its proudest and most substantial national glory, are all involved S’nd blended 
iutimatfly and inseparably in the rt'ligioiis and inor&l habits of its people.' 
The bill. Sir, which it is iny duly hunrbly to present to your Royal High- 
resB, is intitulccU-* An Act for ap]>lying certain monies therein mentr)ned 
for tbeiervirVof the year *one tliniisapd right hundred and eighteen ;'->to 
which, with all humility, wc pray his Majesty’s Royal Assent.” , « 

The above bill was received by Mr. Co wfer, the. deputy clerk of the Par- 
•liament, and Uie Royal Aiaeut was in^ied lately given to it, and also Co the 
^lien Bill. • 

^ His Royal Higbnesaf the Prince Regent then delivered fiom the Throne the 
following Speech 
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Mjf Lordg and GentJemeit* • - ^ • 

It is wi^i d^Te^ret that I am a^ain under 'tbe flecesslty of announcing: 
to -yao, tbat no alteration has occurred in the stote of bb Majesty's lamented 
indisposition. 

I continue to receive from foreign powers the strongest fUsurances 
of their friendly disposition towards this country, and of their desire to 
naintaiii the general tranquillity. 

I am fully sensible of the attention which you have paid to the many 
important objects which have been brought before you. 

i derive peculiar satisfaction from the measure irhich you have adopted 
in p]|iriiuance my recommendation, for alimenting the number of places 
^ [public worship belonging to the estabHshed church ; and I con fideiitlj^ trust, 
that this measure will be productive of the mo&t beneiicial elR^cts on the 
religion and moral habits of the p<a>ple.* • • ^ 

“ Genlhmtn of ^le House of Commons, • 

. “ 1 thank you for the supplies vfhicb you have granted to me for the service 
of the present year; and I highly approve of the ste/s you have aaikeu with 

a view to the reducliori of the unfunded debt. 

% • 

** I am happy to be able to inform you, that the revenue is in a course of 

coDtinbed improvetuent. ^ • 

“ 3Iu Lords and Gentlemen, , ’ • • 

“ On the closing tins Se<»sion I think it'proper to inform you, that it is my 
intention forthwith to dihSoKw the present, and^ive directions for calTing a 
new Parliament. In making this communication, *[ cannot refrain from 
adverting to the important change Mhicli has occurred in the situation of this 
country and of Europe, since l*first met you in this place. * 

** At that period, the dominion of the common enemy had been bo 
widely extended over the ConMnent, that resistance to his power mws by 
many deemed to be hopeless • and In the extremities of Europe alone was 
lucb resistance efTectiially maintained. 

** By the unexampled exertions which you enabled me to make, in aid of 
the countries nobly contending for Tndepeiidence, and by the spirit which 
was kindled in so many nations, the Continent was at length delivered from 
the most galling and oppressive tyrqiiiiy under which it had ever laboured ^ 
and I bad the happiness, by the blessing of Divine Providence, to ter 
minate, in conjuiictioii with his Majesty 'sallies, the most eventful and san- 
guinary contest in which Europe had fur centuries been engaged, with ua* 
paralleled success and glory. 

The pnoscciuion of such a contest for so many years, and more particu- 
larly the efforts whiclk marked the cloae of it, have been folloived within 
our own country, as well as throughout the rest of Europe, by considerable 
internal difliciilties and distress. Bat deeply as I felt for the immediate 
pressure upon^bis Majes^'s people, I neverlhe]^ss looked fo^’ard without 
dismay, having always the fnllciit confidence in the solidity of the resource* 
of the British empire, q^id in th^ relief which might be expected from a 
continuance of peace, and from the |!%tience, ptibjie spirit, and energy of the 
nation. • • 

These expectations have not been disappointed. 

The improvement in t|)e internal circumstances of the epuntry is happilyi 
manifest, and picmises to be steadily progresshe; and 1 feel a perfect 



488 LETTERS ON SfiftVicL i 

assurknife" tMat the continued loyalty and exertions bf all c1as«ie^Hf hfs Majes- 
ty's subjects will confirm these ^rowltiv indications of natioiinj prosperity, by 
promoting obedience to the Laws and attachment to the Constitution, from 
which all our blessings have been derived/’ 

Then the Lord Chancellor, « having received directions froiji bis lioyal 
Highness the Prince Urgent, said— 

Mif Lords and Gentlemen^ 

It' is the will and pleasure of his Royal Tlighness the Prince Regent, 
acting in the name and on the behalf of his Mfijesty, that this Parliameut 
be now dissolved ; and thii Pas'iainenl is dissolved accordingly/^ 

The, Prince Regent descended froii^ the Throne, and quitted tb« Housb 
with the same State as on his entrance. The Speaker and the Commous 
witbdfcw from the Bar, bnd the Lot retired from the House. 


• '^ILctfcw on 

Copied verbatim from the Lo\don GjZ£rTh\ 

• , * (from 1795 to 1798.) 

* 

[Continued from pjige 5^7.] 

ADMlRALTY-OrrfCE, JUNE 10 , 1791 . 

^TpUK (i(Spntcli, df wljicli tlic follouinj; copy, was received on Sun- 
JL day laist from ^\dmirsd Loni iloori. by the Right llonurahle Henry 
Dundas, one ot'l>is Slajcst^’s piincipal hccrciaries of state: 

r 

SIR, Vic fori/, off Baslia, May 24, 1794. 

I have tlic honour to acquaint you, that the ti>wn and citadel of FlnstiSv 
with the seveiul posts upon the heights, siirreiulered to the arms of his 
Majesty on the 22d. On the 19th I rvenved a iiiebsage, that the garrison 
was desirous of capitulating upon honour.'ilile terms ; in coiiseqiienco of 
which I vent the enclosed note on bhore. This hroiiuht on bouid the Vic- 
tory three ntlicers, who informed me that Geiitili, the comiiinndunt, woulfft 
nsscmhle the ofi'iccis of (hr suncm’uI corps, and of the inniii(*ipality, if a truce 
took place, wiieh 1 agreed to a little heroic bun-bct. The next nuy 1 
received a note from Geiitiii, which [ also enclose, and sent Gaptain Voung 
on shore on i)ie morning of the 21sr, who soon returned to the Victory, 
with twoVuheers, and two of the ndiniiiistraiive bodies, which, *^witli Vice- 
admiral Goodall, Captain Young, H^iptain Inglcfitid, and my secretary, 
Mr. M’Artliur, settled tlic articles uf*capitulaiiim, which were signed the 
fullr>wing morning, when liis Majesity’.s troopb took possession of ail tliu 
posts above t^ic town, thfi troops in cucii n tirnig to the citadel, fronv 
wiience they mnrehed to the mo|c«head, whore they grounded their arms, 
and were embarked. You w ill receive berewiih {he articles bf cnpitula- 
Uoii, winch I hope his r»Jajesiy will anprove. 

I am unable- to give dikr praise loathe uurcniitting zeal, exertion, and 
judicious conduct of Lieutenant-colonel V'^illcttcs, who bad the lioupur of 
rommnnding his Majesty’s troops ; never was either more conspicuous. 
MV)or Rrereton,* and every officer and soldier wider the Lieutenont-colo- 
iiefs orders, are justly entitled to my warine&.t acknowledgments; their per- 
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severing iirdbtir and desrre to dfistinguib'h themiielrps qannnt b^too faiiftlj 
spoken of, and which it will be4 my pride to remembec to the latest period 
of my life. • • * 

Captain Nelson, of his Majesty's ship Agamemnon, who had the cr m« 
niand and directions of the seamen, in landing the guns, mortnp, i nd 
stores > and.Captain llunr, who commanded at the batteries, very a' ly 
assisted by Captain Duller and Captain Serocold, and the Licutciiai ts 
Gore, Hothain, Stiles, Andrews, and Drishane, liave an equal claim H) n y 
gratitude, as the seamen under their management worked the guns wnth 
great judgment and alacrisy. Never was an higgler spirit, or greatef p< r- 
severance, exhibited*; and I am happy to say, tliat no other content on 
was at any tirne'kriown, th.iii who should heaoost forward and indcfatiia- 
blQ for promiting Ins Majesty's service ; for, although the diihculties ti ey 
had to struggle with w-ere many anrl* various, the perfect harmony* s n I 
good humour that universally pievailed %liroiigliout the siege, overcame 
them all. ' • • • * 

I cannot hut express in the strongest terms tjie mrrltorioiis conduct of 
Captain Duncan and Lieutenant Alexander Duncan, of tlie lioyal Artilh ry, 
and Lientenant De Dntts, of thc^loyal K.ngiMcers ; ^hiit my ohligation, is 
particularly grat to Captain Duncan,, as more zeal, ahilily, and*iudgnKnr. 
was never shewn by any officer than were displayed by biin ; aiuM inko 
the liberty ol meniioning him as an officer highly entitled to his Majesty's 
nonce.* " ^ 

I feel myself very much indebted for the vigilance and*at.K?niion of Can- 
lain Wedseley, of the Impcricuse;- agd of Captain •ILdluwcll, who bcc. me 
a Volunteer whenever he could be usefut, alter being supciscded in toe 
command of the ('ourageuxiby Captain Waldc^riive. The former kept a 
diligent watch npon the island of Caprani, where the ctieniy have magazines 
of piovisioiis and stores, and the Utter did the same, by guarding the har- 
bour's mouth of Dastia witii guu-honls and launches welt armed, the vvjiole 
of every night, whilst the smaller boats were vxry judiciously placed in the 
intervals between, ami rather without the ships \which were moored in a 
crescent just out ol reach of the eiiciuyS guns), by Captain Young, tff tho 
Fortitude, the centre ship, on board of which every boat a‘-sembled at sun- 
set for uiders ; mid the cheerfulness wiih wliich the officers and men per- 
fornud tliis nightly duty, is very much to be admired, and afforded me the 
most heartfelt satisfaction and pleasure. 

The very gicat and effectual assistance I received from Vice-admiral 
Goodall, ( dptaiii inglefield, and Captain Kmglit, ns \vt II as from ev(>rv 
captain and officer of his Majesty's ships uniier my coniuiand, have :i just 
daiin to mv most particular thanks, not only in carrying into execution my 
orders a-ftoar, but in attending to and supplying tlie wants of the liirje 
army on shore : it is to the wry cordial and derided suppoit o/one T had the 
honor tn receive from the whole, that the iimumeruble difficulties we had to 
contend wiiit were so happily surmounted. * 

Major Smith and Eirsigii Vigoureux, ^)f the 25ih regiminr, and Capl.ain 
Raclsd.'ile and I.ieuCenant St George, of the 1 1th, not embarking with their 
respective regiments, having civil employments on siiurt, it is to their 
honour 1 inemion, that they relinquished those* employ mentis and joined 
iheir corps, soon after llie troops were landed. 

It is very much iny dn^v to iiifoj^m you, that I nin extremely obliged to 
Geneial Vetrcconn, Mr. Frediaiii, a^l all the officers of tlie CAisican^, 
serving wi|li the army, for their great zeal, ardoftr, luiil attention in * 

wardirig the reduction ofBastia by every me.ins in ilieir power, who were i»l 
infinite service by preserving good order in the troops. 

J tiansmit an account of*tlie loss on the part of (u , Muj<**ty In killed intP 

l?Sab. Cj?roit» Vol. XXXIX. a k 



490 


LETTERS ON SERVICE* 


Mrouiidedy w4itcli,*I am chappy to say, is inconsiderable; but the enemy 
suffered much, their hospitals being full. 

At the cornincncemcnt of the siege the number of the ei'ieiRy bearing 
Qrnns was 3000. 

By th^ hrsc ship that sails for England, I shall have the honor of sending, 
to be laid at his Majesty’s feet^ the several stand of colours token at Bastia. 

Captain Hunt, who was on shore in the command of the batteries from 
the hour the troops landcil to the surrender of the town, will be the 
bearer of this despatch, and can give any further information you may 
wish to know respecting t|ic siege. *' 

1 have the honor, &c. 


Hon, Ilenrjf Dundas, 


^^ood. 


His Britannic Mnjnfy s Ship Victory^ off Bastia, 
J79d!. 

In consideration of the very gallant defence the garrison of Bastia has 
made, and Iroiii the { rinciplcs of huinaiiity, which ever govern British 
odicers, 1 am disposed to give you terms ; and if you will send on board 
two or three olheers, properly authorized to treat, 1 trust a 'Capitulatiou 
will be soon settled, as honourable to the inhabitants as can in any reason 
be expected. , . 


2b the Commandant of the Garrison, afid 
Mayor q/’ the Town, if Bastia, 


c//y . 

ood. 


Translation. 

Bastia, the 2d Prercal, iid Year of' the French BepuhUc, 
« One and Indivisible, 

The j!;cr)cral of division, commander-in-ciiicf of the army of the French 
Republic- in Corsica, to Admiral flood, ct)iiimander-in-chief of the 
squadron of the King of Great Britain, before Bastia. 


MY LOKD, 


In consequence of the proposal which you did me the honour of making 
in your despatch of the ]8ih May (old style), I have the honour of sending 
to you two adjutant-generals of the ariiiy, and two nienihers of the admi- 
nistrative corps of tins town^ who are commissioned to present to you the 
plan of a capitulation between the garrison and inhabitants of Bastia, and 
you, my Lord, in the iKiiuc of the King of G:eat Britain. 

These four corriiiji‘i&iontTS, who equally possess my confidence, and that 
of the gifiTis(;n and oT the citizens, have instruct ions to arrangeViih you the 
settlement of all matters relative tcTthis capitulation*. I hope that you will 
be satisfied, and that tlicy will enable you to fulfil the views you have sig- 
nified to me, putting an cud to the unavoidable consequences of the 
caiaiiiities of^war. Captain Young has had a Irnfg conference with me : 1 
was of opinion that a reciprocal undcTiitandiiig might co-operntc in the suc- 


ceyi of the negociatiun which occupied our attention, and 1 have requested 
bun to acquaint you with my ingenues and loyal intentiuns. 

cctiiig or health. *' • .jf) ^ ,o, 

(Sig’icdJ 


Commaudcr-iihCliicP. 
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ARTICfLES of CAPITULATION of the Garrison und Town of Bastia, 

^ ^ • in Cornea, * 

On the 21st day of May, 1794, by order of the Riiiht Honourable Lord 
Hood, admiral of the blue, and comniander>in-chief of \\\s Majesty’s ships 
and vesselsbem ployed in the Mediterranean^ Vice-admiral GooSnll ; Cap- 
tain Young, of the Fortitude ; Captain J. N. IntLleficId, adjutant-general 
to the fleet ; and John JVPArthur, secretary to h.s Excellency the coni- 
nmnder-in-ciiicf, met on hoard the Victory to receive proposals of capitu- 
lation for B.tsua from Messieurs Etienne Monty, prtsideiit of the*depart- 
merit of Corsica ; *John Baptiste Gulearzini, niay^r of Bastia ; Charles 
Fiancis EwijimIkI ContlMiui ; and John Baptiste Franchtschi, afyutant- 
gcnerals of the French army ; the ftdlowing articles were proposed, dis- 
cussed, and iiioddicd as follows*: . * 

Art. I. The garrison shall mar£li ouPwith all iHe iionours of war^ toge- 
ther with all those attached to tin* army. — Answer* Granted. 

Art. 11. The garrisoii shall en^bark as soon as possible after signing 
kliose articles at the Great Mole*of the Port, preceded hy the field aridirry, 
with arms, baggage, drums boating,. matches iigbtt4j at both ewd^, colours 
flying. To be transported immediately to the port of the Monnttiin ('Fou- 
lon), and wliere else. — Answer. In consideration of the gallanrdefenre 

madcf the garrison shall march to ffie Mole-Head, preceded two fiuhU 
pieres, with their arms, liOgiiage, and shall lay dow^i llieir arms at the 
place appointed for their embarkation ; they siialh, as soon as possfhle, be 
tiiMisported to the Poii of the I\lomitain •(Toulon). 

Art. HI. All ammunition, artillery, mihtary stores, ami every thing 
which ^ompohe•^ and makes a part of tlje aiinif, both (>y sea and land, shall 
also be tiansponcd to the Poit o^ the Mountain. — Ansv\cr. kefiised. 

Art. IV. The corvette La ^Itic lie shall be lilted o»t as a transport, to 
carry tlie garrison and citizens who wish to follmv it, together wiili the Pink 
Ln Mario V^ictoiie ; and that loaded with ship ti?n her, *w hieli arc now at the 
disposal of the administrator of the iijarine, shall he employed foir this 
tr.in«>port; hut this not heriig sufli^ient, the necessary numhLr,shall he lur- 
uislied by liie admiral, four of which shall not he visited. Ihe ahovt- 
rnentioiKil coi vi ttc and pink, loaded with tnnher, sl>nll he kept hy the 
Kepuhlic. — Answer. 'Fhe troops of the garrison, and citizens, who wish 
to dipart, sliali he conveyed to Toulon, the Port of the Mountain, by ves- 
sels appointed by his Exetllencv ihe cominaiider-m-chicf. 

'^l he French coivi ite La Fleclie,*nnd ail vessel> in the liarhour, must he 
(leliiered up to in» Briiaimic Majesty’s ofticers. Such fishing-hoals as are 
iieces^aiy to ilie subsistence of the inhabitants, proving llitir property, 
shall remain in their possession. 

The rest of this article is in.trimissihle. 

Art, V. •J'lie sick, who are not able to bear the voyage, slndl remain 
in the hospitals which*they occupy at present, at the expense of ilie Uc- 
pnblic, by oHiceis of health, who shall be appointed under the superio- 
tendance of a commission of war ; and, when ihcy are aide to support the 
voyage, vessels shall h» furnished to transput I? them by the’Jilnghsh coni- 
iiiaiider — Answer. Granted. 

Art. VI, "The memljeis of ilic Constituent Bodies, and all persons 
atlacluMpto the service oT the Republic, of any denominaiion whatever, or 
pensioners^ shall partiv ipatc ih this ciifiii illation ifith the military, and shall * 
enjoy jhe same conditions. — Answer. Granted, * 

Art. Vll. A-11 papers concerning public accounts, those of the artillery, 
engineers, marine, military tribunal, military chest, bollr of this* place,* 
and of all others, &hull be transported to France ; tb# same shall be dune 
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«'iih all papers anji plasms of the eoantf^, ai well of the olii s^t new adiei^ 
niktratioii, as the civil and military, and those belonging to the cotninuni* 
ties.-^Answer. Granted ; except such as are necessary for the*sec^icy of 
property ; the archives, and other public |)apers and plans of the isiaod, 
shall remain, hut copies of them shall be allowed to be taken. 

Art. VIII. Tbe inliahitantli of bntli sexes, which are novwin the town, 
or that have taken refuge there, shall have their lives, their honour, and 
their property saved and guaranteed, with liberty to retire when and whw 
thar tl^ey please, with tlieir families and servants, furniture, eflfects, and 
merchandize ; and the power of disposing of whatever effects they may 
choose to leave behind, or to receive their rents by agents.^ Answer. 
Granted. - ' 

Art. IX. No troops nor armed men, except those of the British 
government, shall on any account be brought into the town.— Answer. 
The Britisii goreriirnent will take' pare that no armed men shall he brought 
into the town m any manner that may give the inhabitants any cause itf 
uneasiness or apprelicnsioii. ' 

Arc. X. 'I'he community in general, i?or any individual in particular, 
sliall be subjected to ii^’iy tax or cohtribut.on whatever on account of tbe 
events wfiicli have preceded or accompanied the siege.— Answer. 
Grantc«l. > 

Art. XI. No person shall be troubled on account of his religion or poli- 
tical opinitiis, ni)f for any thing he may have said before or during the 
siege.-r Answer. Gnmtyd. 

Art. XII. The Hibahitaiits shall not«be subject to have ^oldiers billeted 
in their houses.; jhey shall not he forced to any inditaiy service or ivork. 
—Answer. Soldiers shall never be billetted cn the inhabitants, except in 
cases of absolute nece^lbicy. 

Art. XIII. The present money of the Republic, particularly assignats, 
shall 'contiiiiic to pass current.— Answer. Tne Ficoch money and assignats 
shall he nllowed to pass ; no person sh.di he rompelled to take iheoi. 

Art. XIV. The iiajlioual douniiiis, sold agicc ibly to the cxisniig laws, 
shall 1f)e kept hy the purchasers ; 'the Uvsts of national properly not hold, 
uhirh hare Veil granted till this time, shall lemam in force. — A newer. 
Me do not feel ourselves authurized lo deciile <m this nriicle; it must be 
le/c to the decision of his Britannic Majesty, ilie purchasers enjoying tiie 
possession of the nuCioual doiiniiiis nil his M-tjesty's pleasure shall he 
known: and all leases granted before the anival of the Brjush fjeeC a|C 
.Sc. f loreiizo shall remain in force. , 

An. XV. 'I'he community shall be maintained in liie possession of th^ 
moVeablcs and immovcables'bel«>nging co it : the same shall be done wijl) 
the Town Hospital —Answer. Giuiiicd. 

Art. XVI. Deserters shall nut be demanded on one side or the other. 
—Answer. Granted. 

Art. XVTI. The prisoners that have heeii taVen (Juiiiig the siege shajl b« 
set at liberty, and shall be allowed to letiie to Bascia, or u# France ; cliose 
which have been taken singe the beginning of the war, and h^ve been given 
up to the Cor^iedns, shall he joined to those who wtic taken at Fornelli, to 
be exchanged lylien an opportunity offers.— Answer. Gi anted. 

Art. XVIII. Nccejfsary pa^ports shall be fuiuished to two. feluccas, to 
go immediately after signing of this copitulationr. One to Calvi, and the 
, other (o*the F^irc of jihe Mountain, carry the despatches of the gc^neral 
yif division, Geniilh — Answer. Giauted, with regard to Toulo.i (Port of 
the Mountaiii). Refused, with regard to Ctdvi. < 

Art. XIX. If any difficulty should arise respecting the terms or condi- 
tions of the capilulatipn, they sball be in all cases interpreted in favour of 
fbe garrison, tbe inlifibitaats of Bastia, aud tbe ^fugecs.— Answef. If 
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«ny difficulty shall at any time arise in 'the interpietatbfk of this capitula- 
tion, it shall boidemded with the strictest justice to both parties. 

An. XX^ *The Bcitish government shidi be the only guarantee of t^e 
present capitulaiioo.— Answer. Granted. 

• Additional Articles. 

Ar.t. I. All the out- posts and forts,, and the gate of the citadel, shall he 
put Lo possession of his Britannic Majesty’s troops at twelve o*clock to« 
morrow : the troops in the forts and out-posts are to retire to the qitadel, 
from whence they, are *to march at ten o’clock the next morning to the 
place appointed for each corps by the coinmissioneis who have managed 
ijie present capitulation ; and they are to Inf down their arms at the place 
of their emharkation. Commissaries^of artillery and stores will remain in 
the citadel, to take inventories of all the artillery, ammunition, and stores; 
and proper officers are to be appointed tp*shew the.miDes, magazines, and 
stores of every description. 

Art. 11. "['he town of Bastia, the citadel, aad all the forts, out-works, 
syid posts, and every thing contained in them, that is not the private pro-^ 
pei ty of the iiiarrison or inhuhitants, together ivith tl^ ships of war, and all 
ivesselS lying in the port, shall he delivered up to his Britannic^ajesty in 
(hrirpre^eift state, without any deterioration of the batteries, Artillery, 
^i:nes, magazines of aminotiitiou, provisions, or any sort of stores. 

(Signed) S. GOODAIX. • . 

WM. YOUNG. 

• J. N, INGLEFIFXD. 

JOHN M‘AllTUUIt.* 

• Approved by me, 

M<u 

ETIENNE MONTY, Presdt.duDe- 
part^inent. . 

J. B. FIIANCIISCHI, Adj. Gen. 

C. F. £. COUTIIAUD, Adj. Gen. 

GALEAZZINI, Mayor of Bastia. 

Approuvd par moi, 



ftaurn of Killed^ fFoundedt and MUsingt and dead of their Woundjt, of 
the Troops encamped before fiastia, from t/ie ^th if April lo the 2ist f 
Map, 1?94. 

Artillery.— 4 rank and* file, wonnded. 

Ittli Kegimeiiu— 1 rank and hie, killed; 1 captain,. 3 rank and hlc, 
wounded. • , * \ 

3§lh dittp.— 1 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and iile, wounded. 

SOth ditto. — 1 rank mnif hie,* wounded ; 1 rank and file, dead of his 
wounds ; 1 rank and file, missing. ^ , * , 

d9tli dftto.— 1 captain, 3 rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file, deii4 
X>r his wounds. 

Marineses rank and. file» wounded; 1 rank and .file, dead of iys 

pounds, ... 
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. Chaisears.— 1 rank nnd file, killed; 3<;'ankand filei wounded; 1 rank 
and file) dead ofhis wdunds ; 5 rank and file, missing, 

Total>*-*S raak and file, killed ; 8 captains, 19 rank and ^ile, wounded ; 
4 rank and file, dead of their wounds ; 6 rank and file, missing. 

Captain Rudedale, of 11th regiment, wounded. 

Captain Ciurke, of 69th regiment, wounded. ’ 

' Acting Brigade Major. 

•I 

KUUdand WoundedSeamen between thelllh of Aprils and Uie 19th of Mat/, 

‘1T94. 

Victxtfy.— 1 killed and 1 wounded. .. 

Windsor Castle.— 2 killed, 4 wounded, and 1 missing. 

Fortitude.— 1 killed, 1 wounded, and 1 missing. 

Agamemnon. — 3 killed and 7 wcundeS. ' 

Totai.— 7 killed, 13 wounded, and 2 missing. 

Lieutenant Tupper, of the Victory, killed. 

Lieutenant George Andrews, of the Agamemnon, wounded. 




r [fo becontinmed.] 



impromptu, 

On heitig })reseut at tie toischarge of 250 French Frisotiert, old and 
Ditabled Men, whom the Luptetor <^' HospiiaU strongly admonished not 
to come back, 

h. 

"DRIGHT d.ny for thee, old captive feeble men. 

If Doctor sliould send you to )our homes, 

Min'd not to ti'mpt the “ faithless setw” again, 

Fo^ diieful is his lot who hither comes. 

* Your pensive looks, and pi^y-^eeking eye.**, 

Betoken much a fear that you will stay ; 

But gladly will you find, to your surprise, 

Tbtj Doctor means to send yuu ail away. 
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Sent a* Half-Pay Officer to his Friend, who had •kindly arrested him for 

, , * a trifling BehU 

T he good old adage of a Friend in need 

Jis proved in thee, for thouVt a friend indeed.* 

When struggling in life’s race, my powers did fiiil| 

You kindlj came, and help’d me to the goal. 


NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR 1818 . 

• • • • 

• ( Ma^ — June.) , 

RETROSPECTIVE* AND MISCELLANEOUS. ^ 

rm^IIE permanent events of the past month are, the dissolution* of the 
JL late Parliament by the Prince Regent, and the election of members 
to sit, and wc hope to serve, in the Common’s House of^tlm ensuing Par- 
liament. In this election, what \jf termed the popular party seems to 
prevail. The apparent zeal of this party to ameliorate the condition of 
the people, is certainly ver;f great; from this* zeal has arisen some very 
aspirations to the honour of a scat'in the British House of Commons; 
and such of the old members as^are again reiurncd, wiU Ond theinselvjes in 
Htrange-faced company. But what are faces? wc wnpt hearts and minds 
to refirescnC us ; and we now look to a majority of those wiio have them 
suited to our business; who sec clearly what is wrong, and profess stoutly 
to do what is right. The aH'airs of the nation are now' surely under happy 
auspices, and we may look fur the return of Saturnian days. Great, indeed, 
have been the exertions of the pcon/e to crtMte a majority of their fiicnds 
in the House assigned for their Hej)resentation ; and we hope now to see 
them, among other reforms, justiiy a reform of the old adage, “ grc.ic, 
talkers do the least.” That tiiose who have so long and so earnestly 
laboured to make us sensible of our giicvniices, and who.^c enlightened 
minds have so clearly seen tlic remedy for them, will prevail, and realize 
the pretensions they have so long held out. That men so pure in principle 
.—so wide in project, apd so correct in practice, will surprise us v/iih new 
measures, nud bless us in the fruits jof them. They will, indeed, bring 
. with them a must weighty rcsponsibiliiy. 7'hey have p^olesscd to woik 
miracles, and miracles will he expected from iHtm— the people have been 
fed with wards long enough ; so long, that the ficders iiavc become fat^ 
and theinselves mere ai#\ noihings. The golden age, if it ever^cxisted, 
must be lesiornl; if nor, be rendened no loipLer fahulous. IVom our ( 
shoulders iTiusC be plucked tiiat mountain ofour nii^erie^, the rooted T)fbi* 
— Taxation hc.aholi*.' ..c, k'" A''.; and as a liivj ^tep to ilie iUlaii ment 
of these promised hie ^ >0 ..vj n-^ rs ot d-i'-cIju r, Voirnptioii, aiicP 

oppression, andtyrann; v.- ; cr; c iht j have pour* 
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traced in such glowing , colours^ must be cfestroyed, and be no lo'nger tb^ 
•ulgects of daily outcry— -But, alas [ what will then become of the patriot! 
who live by it— no matter, ** Duke et decorum est pro patria mori,^ 

The late dissolution of Parliament by the Regent in person, is the first 
instance 'bf the. kind since the times of the Stuarts. It was then the 
course, when Parliaments dissatisfied the King, and was always considered 
as an act of an(ier ; and some persons have attributed the present instance 
to a similar motive or feeling, but it is far more probable, that the infe« 
fences to be drawn from ii were not foreseen or contemplated by Minis* 
ten. The last Parliament, the dissolution of which was declared in a 
speech from the Throne, was held 1681, which sat at Oxford, and in which 
the excluding of the Duke of York Was proposed. 

Rapin has this notice of the di^olution. He says 

V The House of Commons was resuming the debate about Fltzharris, 
when, on a sudden, the Usher of the . Blnck-rod commanded their atten- 
dance in the House of Lords, where •they found the King in his-robes, who 
told them—* He perceived there were great heats between the L‘>rds and 
Commons, and their beginnings were such as he could expect no good 
success of this Parliament, and therefore thought fit la dissolve them.*’ 
Accordingly, the Chancellor declared the Parliuuiem dissolved. 

** The King, who was prepared l>efoi;ehnnd for what he had done, imme* 
diately took coach, and drove with all speed to Windsor, and the next 
morning to Whitehall, scenting extremely plea=jed, that he had thus made 
bis escape from the designs of the Commons. This Parliament, which sat 
but seven days, wa^ the fifth and la-tt of this reign. 

Tiie arrival of M.ijor Muodie with despatches for Lord Bathurst, from 
Sir Hudson Lowe, at St. helena, has excited some speculation, coincident 
as it is with an account of the landing oj‘ a sailor at that island. The sailor 
had been one of the crew of the Northumberland man of war, which 
carried Buonaparte from Europe to Sc. Helena, anfi in that situation formed 
an acquaintance with Buoiinpi(rte*s servants. This sailor afterwards became 
one of the crew of an East Indiainan, which being at St. Helena, in the night, 
he contrived to swim from the vessel,, climb up the rocks, and visit and^ 
"pass some hours gaily among Buonaparte’s domestics. This he did two 
nightf without being discovered or noticed ; but in conversation on board 
iliip he boasted of his adroitness, and told confidently to his messmates 
what he had done. Knowledge of the transacciuu transpired : he was 
arrested,* examined, and conducted home to England in confinement; but 
it does not appear that he had any sinister intention, or motive in view, 
than an innocent frolic. It is not believed that Buonaparte knew of his 
being among tiis servants: .however, the occurrence is supposed to have 
demonstrated the possibility of Buonaparte’s escape, and to have induced 
Sir IJ. Lowe to declare to the governn^nt at h^^me, iliat if vt^ssels arc 
allowed to come to tf:e island Its present, he cannot answer for ilic 
security of his prisoner: ft is therefore supposed that anolhef place of 
refreshment will be assigned for our East iitdiamcR. 
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One lliniisaiul^ two hundred persons have emigrated fh>nn Guernsey this 
seas<;n fortt'Vaieriaa, mostly to the United States; of these, lOQO are nar 
lives of Guernsey, a great number, when it is considered tiiat the whole 
of the population of that island is not reckoned higher than 19,000 

After the Mfjrthern Expedition had sailed for theOrknoys, it 'vas discov- 
ered that tlic IVcjjt If aked so much from ihc holes made hy double casing, 
as to render it absolutely nectssary for the safety of the vessel, to have 
her defects remedied on her arrival there, the effecting of which detained 
the sliifis a few days^ loiigtr than was intended.^ From the O. knejs, tlie 
^ips sailed without* heir full complement of men, ip consequence of seve- 
A1 of tikeir crew having deserted, which rendered the duty of the officers 
very hard. • 

^ s 

IPromotione snti ^ppointmeiitif. 

, Admirals, Cn{>t.'fins, &c. appointed. 

Vice-admiral Sic. Charles Hamdtoik, Bart, as govtA'uor and commander- 
in-chiefof Newfoundland, has sailed in the iscer. Captain Forrest, C.B. 
The isrer is to return home to be paid off. Sir Charles will shift iiia flag 
into the Sir Francis Drake. 

Ilf.ui''adniira) Sir Thomas Francis Freemantle, K.C.8. has foisted his 
flag ii^ihe Siilibhnry. to surrted Sir Charles Penrose in the command 
ill the McditeiTanean. It is said, Sir Thomas will proceed his command 
iuitlie iiochfurt, 8ii, % ^ * ^ 

Sir George Collier is lo succeed Sir J^ines Yeo ih the command on the 
coa^t of Africa. The luitur, 4^, is lilting at Cluijium for his broad 
pendant. • • 4 

Captain Kamsdeu is appointed to the Scout; Furfleaux, to thcCarrnn; 
Rodnea Sl».4nnon, lo the Levant ; the two last to be fitted for foreign sta- 
tions. ’ G. Pccliell, to the Bcltcfte, at Sbeerncss, for Norjii America ; 
Toiiikmson, to the Fly. 

Capt.iiii G. F. Seymour, son of the lute Lord Hugh Seymour, pnd nephew 
of tilt .\Lirqut ss of Hertford, has been appointed by h s uncle (as Lord 
Chambciliiin) S^erjoant at Anns to the House of J.»)rHs (worth 2,000/. per 
^Rnnuin); vacant by the death of \yillmin Watson, Esq. F.U.S. 

‘ Lifutenaiil Edward Tlioniborough, lute Flag-lieutenant to Sir Edward 
Thornborough ; and Licnieiiunt IS. C. Huntef, late Fhig- lieutenant (o Ad- 
miral Dougius, arc promoted to the rank of Comniunders. 

• Lieutenants, ike, appointed. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have been pleased to pro- 
mote Mr. Thomas Cook, Admiralty •Midshipman of II.M.S. Hochfort, to 
llie rank of licnienant, for Ins invention of u night hfa-hiiov, for which 
Mr. Cook had the liondiirof receivyig the gold Isis nicilal his Uoyal 
Higlmcss rbe Duke of Sussex, President of the Society fur thoicncourage- 
menc iti arts, &c. • • 

B. ^^adler, of the Queen fharlotte, to the r|ink of Lieutenanf ; Baker, ^ 
to command ilie Perseus, stationed off the Tower to receive^ volunteer seqr 
inen*for the navv ; Chamherlayne, as FUg-licutenant to Sir Charles Hamil- 
ton; Joseph Eusterhiook^io the Tartar; Trovisden, lo^ the Iphegenis^ 
IJnydon, to the Carron; Vernon and Glasscock, to the Sir Francis Drak^ 
Bov\e, to the Kite, new Revenue Cutter, at Plympuib, 
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•> 

Mr. C. Burney is^appointed Master of the Tiber. 

Mr. W« Askew, purser to the Tartar. ^ 

• Midshipmen passed for Lieutenants. 

Messrs. Hill, Sawyer, Heysham, Gilbert, Belsher, Goddart, and Pine. 

Surueon appointed. 

His Royal Hif^hness thV Duke of Chtrenre lies been pleased to appoint 
TfC. Jones, Esq. Sdrceon ip his Mair^tv's navy and Plymouth dock-ya|il, 
to be Surgeon-extraordinary to his^Roval Highness. 

\ I , ,1. 

Sir Henry Mnrlmm . is abnnt'rp quit the Admiralty at the recommenda- 
tion of his physicians. Sir Pulteney Malcolta, it is said, will be his suc- 
cessor. •• 


deaths. 

t. 

Lafely, at Teignmouth, after a lingering illness, Lieutenant Southcote, 
B.N. ag^d40. 

Lqtely, Lieutenant [I. J. Trejent, and Lieutenant Sampson, of the Royal 
Marines. 

Lately, TTenry Amyott Fves, ogc<l 14, belonging to H M S. Severn, 
youngest son of the jute Otto Ives, Psq. of 1*itchfield, Il.ints. He was at- 
tended to tlie grave by the Captain. Officers, and Crew of the Severn, and 
Midshipmen of the Northuinhrrlniid. 

Lately, of apoplexy, at Falmouth, Captain Arthur Achison, R. N. 

Lately, the remains of Mr. Franccllm, late Midslnpinnii of the Roch- 
forf, who was accKleiitaily drowned jn Plynioijth harliour on the 2 H 4 I of 
February .Sucre interred in the burial ground at Ilaslar. The body was 
picked up only the previous day, on the Hamilton bank, near the mouiii of 
the harbour. 

On the 26 th of May. suddenly. iii the Barn field Cresrent. F.xetcr. aged 
45, Joshua Rowley Wai«<Hi, Esq. Captain in the R.N. IJc had retired to 
rest the preceding evening in his usiAil health, and about two o'clock Ku 
mwoke under an impressiuiuhat the house was on fire ; he immediately got 
out of bed, and h.iviiig asrertained tlmr there was no cause tor the alarm, 
was returning to his room, when he suddenly dropped down nt the head of 
the staircase and instantly expired, lie was a gentleman of the most af- 
fable apd friendly disposition, and has left a widow and sa. children to 
IDOurn the irreparable loss of an alTectioiiatc husband and father. 

May 3 1. At her house in Hewer’s Row, Plymouth. Mrs. Aithur, at 
the advanced Age of 76, mother of John Aithur, Esq. of Norley House, 
and CaptaijI Arthur of the R.N. ^ • 

^uneS. Universally regretted, in his 63d year, James Cobb, Esq. 
Secretary to the Hon. East India Coaipanvi brother- in- law of Captain 
W'ainiAgiit, C.B, and Captain Franpis Stanfell, R.N. He had been nearly 
half a century in the EAsr India Company's service, and was it gentleman 
^cmiliently distinguished for his literary attainments, as displayed* in the 
pperas of the U Haunted Tower, ^ The Siege ol’ Belgrade,'* &c. &c. 

16. At Ston*ehnuse, after a lone and seven illoess, Mrs, Burdeni wife of 
Captaiu Burden, K,N. ^ . * 



• APPE^^DIX. 

i^oi HI. 

HISTORICAL Account of the BRiTisiNAVY,. 

* FROM 1793 TO THE END OF 1814 * 

fl’he references of vol. and page are to the Sroniflc ] * 


AQfiO, 44.. Built* at Howd^n’s Pnni, 1781. Ltmptli gun-deck 140ft. Sin. keel 
' 11.5ft. Hill. Bg?adth .38 1'eet. Depth 16 ft. 4^. Tons 892. 

} William Clarke, 4793. • 

Kicliard Iluitdle Bnru^sii. Februfirj 1793. 

John Stephen^tllHll, ifune 1796. * • 

/umes Bnwon, March 1798. At the capture of Minorca by 
Sir J. Duckworth, November 18, 1798. And captured iSlIi 
Novenibea l/98, his Majestv's late sloop Peterel, vol. i. p. 80. 
Captured, in company with the^Leviatluin, February 8, 1799, 
Santa Theresa,* Spanish frigate, 42 guns, S30 men, vol. ii. 


p. 72. 


Admiral Earl St. Vince: 
James Bonen. 




July 1799. Captured August 6, 
1799, the InUyrita Amelia,* Spa- 
nish prFValrer, 12 guns, 

.Tames Bowen. Ca|>fnrcd Ccltiber 2t, 1000, Soft Fernando, 
12gun$, 5Jmen,S|Kinisb pnv. vol. iv. p.419. vol. vii. p. 170. 
Captured, in company with Indebirisulfle, Concorde, Ama- 
zon, ^evohifionairc. La Volage^ 2<;;»iins, French frigate, and 
convoy, 9ih Apnf, 179.5, sol. xvid. p, 452, 

Benjamin ll.tllowt'll, September 1803, Captured 12lhSetem- 
ber 180.4, TVOi^oau i>rivateer, 10 giin-«, CD men. voh x. p. 41J, 
Thomas Le Marchant Gosselin, May 1804. 

Edward Codringtori, July 18^4. ■ 

George Aldhum, May 1805. • 

■ RicketTs, July 1806. 


Stephen Thuiiias Digby, July 1’806, 
Frederick Warren, January 1811). 


Court maitial, voh 


I>M.Lcn up in 1815. 


p.5U. 

Adruiral Stirling 7 ocobrr 181?. 

Cornelius Quinton k 

William Fotliergtll, Aprl 1813. 

Adnural W, Brown. 7 . 

William Fothcrgiil. ) 


ASSURANCE, 44. Built on the Thames in 1781. Length of gun-ilcck 140ft. 4 in. 

keel 11.5 ft. 11 J. Breadth 38 ft. 2 in. Depth 16 ft. 4^ in. 

• Tons 898. • 

Velters Cornwall Berkely, 1793. 

■’ William Bryers, October 1793. 

. ChaiUvs Sawyer, April 1795. 

B>okcn up in 1814, Lieutenant R. Tooke\, November 179d. , 

ACASTA, 40,. Built at Well’s Yard, RoiTicrhithe, 1797. Length of gun -deck 154 ft. 

• Length of keel 129 It. Breadth 40 ti. 6 in. Dt pih 14-ft. 3 in. 

• ToiisIISTT 

Ricliard^Lane, I^bruary 17J7. Captured, 1798, La Mutvie, 
in company with the Certs, of 16 guns, 9.5 men. v«l. ix, 
p. 114. Captureil, May 1798, L’HirundcIle, French priva- 
te^, lO guns, and two others of 6 ciHis. Captured, May 
1798, in company with the Cores, ih^St. Mary, ofLoifrain, 
French privateer, 2 guns. 
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£dw«id Ftllowef, • May 1799. r CdpturAd, May 1799, lw(V 
i'ceiich row-botU| Sp^iih »liip Ui Juno, d'giiiii, polacrf, 
fans, && vol.ii,. p.347^ Deiilroyud, January IaA^c- 
toirc^ FrAcli privi/ieen captured, July 1799, Spanish xebr'e, 
16 guns. vol. iii. p.l39. 

James Atholl Wood. January 1600. Capturdd.^Dec. 21, IBO.I, 
French privateer LMvanture, i-ihguns, 144 men. voi.xi. p. dr*. 

Jliehurd Dulling Dunn, ■ ' — lB04iil^ Present in SirJ. Duck- 
worth's action, Fell. 6, 1606. See Superb. Aivl'at the destruc- 
tion and capture of live sail of the line. vol. xv. p. t254. 

Philip Beaver, — ^ — 1808. Captured, 17lh July 1808, Le 
Serpent, French nniional brig, 18 guns, 104 men. vokxx. p.S27. 
vol. xxi. p. 320. 501. ^ 

Alexander. Rubift Kerr, April 1811. Captured, July 24# 1812, 
Aoserican privateer, Curlew, 20 guns, 17^- men. vol. xxviii. 
p. 256. Cfiptured, 25tli December, 1612, in coenpuny with 
Poictiers, (he Haiald, American privateer. 18 guns, 50 men. 
vol. XXIX. p. 246. ' Ca|iAnred, in company with Maidstone,** 
American schc’mer. Snapper, 10 guns, 90 men, December 1812. 
vjl. xxix. p. 24f. Captured, in rumpaiiy with Poicticrs, Ame> 
rican scliootier Highttyer, 5 guns, 7*J men, 9ih January 1813. 
vol. xxfx.ap. 249. Captured, in compimy with Valiant and 
Wasp, American privaletr Porcupine, 20 guns, 72 men, June 
18« 1813. vui. XXX. p. 24B. 


JICTIVE, 32* Built at Northam 1780. Length of gun-deck 126 It. keel 103 0. 

9 in. Breadth 35 ft. 7 in. Depth 12 It. 2 in. Tons 627. 
Wreckedjuly 17^6,in Edward Leveson Gower, July 1796. Wrecked in River Si. 
Sliver St. Lawrence. * * Lawrence. Ci'cw saved. 

9 • 

I 

ACTIVE (2d), 38, Built at Chatliani 1799. Length of gun-deck 1.')0 ft. 1 in. Keel 
* 125 0. 7 ill. Breadth 39 0.^11 in. Depth 12 it. 9 in. Toj:'« 

loas. • 

Charles Sydney Davers, pecrniher 1799. 

John Giflfdrd, September 1800. Cupiurcd French privateer La 
Quiiiola, 14 guns, 48 men. 26lli .l.iniiiiry 1801. vol. v. p.16i>. 
Thomas (i*mrue SiiurlJaud, October 1801. 

Richard 11. Mowbray, January 1804, raptured, 27 iIj Apnl 
IGOti, Freitcli schooiifir J/CS Anin«, 4 guns, 20 men. vol. xv. 
^ p. 4.49. rieseiit at the dcstruclion ol ilie Tuilisli squadron, 
February 19, 1807. Sec Pumpee, Sir Syitney Snnlh, and 
vol. XIX, p. 292. XVII. 426.iiid 428. and xwj, 372. Captured, 
in company with Mandurd, Italian bug ui' w.tr Fricdland, l(i 
guns, Marcii 26, 180d. vid. xtx. p. 504. 

James Alexander Ourdon, August 1808. See vol. xxiv. p. 501. 
Present ut the captuieVf Lu Favorite, French Ingaic, 44 gun>, 
3.S0 men, jCurona, 44 guns, 350 men, Belluna, .S2 guns, 224 
men, on l.Sth March 1811, in rornpHiiy with Ampluori, Cer- 
beius, and Volage. vol. xxv. p. 429. 423. xxvin. 274. Cap- 
tured, 111 company with Cerberus, February 18L1. live Irabac- 
colos, vol. XXV. p.507. XX vi. 493. Captured, r cuiupany with 
Alccstcaml Uniic^ Nov. 29, 1811, I*** Pumonc, 41^ guns, 360 
men, and La Persannr, 28 guns, 125 men. vol. xxvn, p. 197. 
260. and 343. xxxi.*35t>. - 

Taken February 19,^1801, by lli6 Plimbc, 11. Barlow. 

John Stewart, April 1801. 

James Stevenson, July 1801, 

George Burltoii, Septenilier 1801.* 

Thomas Maiiby, November 1,802. 

Richard Kaggett, February 1807. * ^ 

Robert Curbcit, Jane 1810. Taken by the. Astrea and Ipld- 
genia, French frigates, 29 Sent. 1810. vol. xxv, p. 160 und 
224. 


AI UIOAliXE, 88, (I-.) 


Taken 20 Sept. 1810. 

4 Jiiakeii 21 SepHlOK 
h5 Boadicca. 




Rm)mniisBioPnlbjf AdAiral A. Bertie > December IRiO, Prc^ient at cn 

(lie same Qa me Thomas Graham, lure <ff 1^1 e of France. 

December 6, I8ll, in compRnynvith the Illustrious Roadicea, 
Niius, Coriiwallia, Clorinde, Corndlia, Dor's, N(*reid<*, Ps^chc^ 
Ceyton, Hesper, Ilecnte, Eclipse, Staunch, Mnnche, Phflehe, 
and.Acteon, captured Uie French frigates, L’As'r^e, 44 guns 
l9eMoiie, 44, Manche, 44, Minarva, 5^, Iphisenia, 36, Ne- 
reide, 36, Victor, Entreprenante, 14, Brig, 14. tol. xxT. 
p. 161.. 

Brian ITodgsun. JiiMSll. , 

Honourable Edi»ard Rodnejr, September 1611. 


ALrESlTJ, 36, (T.) Xaken by Centaur, June 18, lf99. 
ibokeu up in 1802. . Thomas Bay ley, September^! 799. • 

• 

ALCESTE, (2(1). 38, (F.) Fikcn 25lli September 1806, by Centaur. 

*( Foi nier name All- Murray Max wtll. Ajiril 1807. vol. xix. p. 343. PestrSyed, Jnna 
nerve). 1809, two giin^-boat^n company with the C'yane. vol. sxii. 

11.255. Captured, Inay 26, 1810? Santa Maria, 6.guus, ill) 
man, Santa M. ria, 4 guns. |0 men, Porto Saino, 4 guns, SO 
tnen. vol. XXIV., p. 25.3. Peslroycd, in company «ti(li Belle 
■ PuiiIp, Frentb bngol war, name unknown, 18 guns. vol. Yxri. 

p. 166. Captured, in compunyawitii Activt^and Unit6, La 
Pomoiie, 44 guns, and Persanne, November 29, 1811. See 
• Active, vol. XXVII. p. 197. 260. and 343. • 

, Dciniei Lawrence, June 1814» 


ALCAIKNE, o2. Built at Harwich in 1794. 

William Browift*, r-— 


John Gore, June 1796. * ^ 

William 13 k)wi», December 3796. Captured, 20th August 1796, 
Lh Pbochelliiirc, Frepch privateer,* 6 guns. Captured, March 
1797, Le Suryeillante, French privateer, 10 guns 
ftoorge llope^, June 1798. Captund* Au^'Ufel 2£, 1798, La 
Legere, 6 guns. Captured, 8tii January, l798|,(lie Buonaparte, 
French privateer, 2 guns. • • 

Henry Digby, June 1799. Captured, July 6, 1799, /.e Coiira- 
geiix, Freiicli ^^rivp.teer, 28 guns. 253 men. vol. ii. p. 342. 
('aplured, SOtb July, 1799, 1^ Felicniad, ^pnii!>li ship, 22 
guns. vol. Ill p. 72. Captured. St-'piciuher 22. 1799. Les 
Deux Arnes, French privateer. 6 .'iiiis, 60 men. vol. in. p. 140. 
Captured, in cuiiipuiiy with Naiad and Triton, La Sama firi- 
gadn, SpaiitHh Ingute, 'ogiins, and El Thetis, Sp.iiiisii iiigatf# 
At) guns, 300 men. with 1,400,000 dolliir»', ike. 0 lom r 1^, 
1799. u>l. III. p. 143. II. .542. Captured, the D(-u>. Aaiiis, 
Vrciitli piivuUcr, 1 Sepl,^799, ol 6 vans, 60 men. vol. lu. 
p.222. 

Sumuci Suiion, March 1801. Piesi ni at Lord Nelson's aitack on 
the D.diisli llett, 2d April 1801. and ihtir dcsirucliun. See 
Elepliiii i. vol v. p 350. XIV. p. .391. v, 337. 

Jolii^ Ferns Devonshire (uctinc) June 1801, 

Jjaiiiberi, August 1801. 

John Stiles, July 1832. 

' JaniM Biisiiiii'.e, October 1805. Capiiircd) .Taniiary 6, 1807, Lc 

Lost in 1809. CuuPier, Ffciicli ijrivutetr, t(Aiuerly H. A1 J. A cri, 7 guns, 

70 men. vul. xvu. p. 79. • 

• W. IJ. J5. Treiiileit, Apiil 1808. 

• • 


ALCMENE, (2d), 38, (F) Takt.^i by LoHi Howl at ^oulon, December 1793. • 

( Foi iiicr name Topaxe.) * 

* Edward Lloyd Graham, February 1811. Capmred, 8lh Juno, 

1813, J^*Aiglc, tt guns, 59 men. vol. xxx^,^ p. 2Sb. ^ 



^APPlsADIlk 

Jcrettiiah Coj{hlan; December Captured, 33d December, 

1iU3, La Fleche, nationaf ecbuondr, 13 fjuns, 99 men. ?ol. xxxi. 

. 25B. Captuicd, So <)ompany with Peinbroke, and Aigle, a 

coitvoy, ISih Apitl 1S14. yaK xxxi.^ p. 506. 

Chbrtei Cell (acting), July 181 4w 

Jeremiah Coghlau, ^Febrii^ry 1814. * ^ 

AMAZON, 36, Built on the Thamei 1773. Length oV gun-derk 126 ft. 4 In. Keel 

' * 104 ft. 6 in. Breadth 35 fr. 2 in. Depiti 12 in. .Tons 687. 

Bobert Cartfaew Reynolds, ■ ■— 1795. Cepiured, 9ili April 

^ 1795, La Volafk.t, 56 guns. See Argo. vol. xviii. p. 453. 

' Destroyed, Jan. 14, 1797, Les Droits (l*ll«iminc, 74, in com- 

Wieckedl4lh Jan. 1797. pany witji Indefatigable, vol. xyiii. p.455, 456. viii. 465. 

AMAZON (3d), 38. Built at* King's Yard, Woot«vich, 1799. Length of gun-deck 
l£o ft. Iw.el 125 ft. 7 in. Breadth 39 ft. 5in. Depth 13 ft. 9 in. 
Tons 1038. , 

Edward Rion, June l79P. Captured, Feb. 14, 1800, the Bogf 
gaiDville, Fr^ch priv. 18 guns, 82 men, which foundered next 
^ dny. vol. iii. p. 51?. Present at the deMruction of the Danish 
Beet, April 3, 1801. See Elephaip, and vol. r. p. 337. 350. 
xiv. 394 

Samuel Simon, JaniiaVy 2801. 

William Parker, Noi'emker 1802. Captured, July 16, 18&3, le 
J^elix, French priv. 16 guns. 96 men. vol. x. p. 160. Cap- 
tured, 17tli Sept. 1805, £1 Principe de la Paz, Spanish priv. 
34 guns, 160 men. vol. xiv. p. 2/i9. Captured, in company 
with London, the Marengo, 84 guns, 720 men, and La Belle 

* Poule frigate, 40 guns, 330 men, l3ili March, 1806. vol. xv. 
p. 433. Captured, 23d March, 1811, le Cupidon, French 
priv. 14 gun^*82 rlien. vol. xxv. p. 343, xxvi. 167. 

John Joyce (acting), July 1810. 

William B'irker, December iFll, 

•’ , 

AMELIA, 38. (F.) ) 

(Former, name Pro- > Takei] June 1, 1796, by tbf Dryad. 

* ficrpinc. # J 

Hon. Ciiarles Herbert, Sepfemher 1797. vol. ii. i). 155.' Cap- 
tured, 111 cotn]Mny with Canada, Kohiisr, Fou<!i ' v.int, Mag- 
nanime, EihHinsn, and Me1amp(i;i>, 16ih Oct. 179d, Le iloclie, 
80 guns. vol. 111. p. 353. und xxxiti. p. 6. Captured, 5(h Fell, 
1801, Lc Juste, French priv, 14 guns, 78 men. vol. v. p. 344. 
Captured, May 10, I8O1, L'lleuieux, French pnv. 14 guns, 
78 men. vol. v. p. 627, 

Lord Prohy, May 1802. 

John Charles Woolcom^be, January 1805. 

Charles Ekins^ February 18P5. ‘ 

William Charles Faliie, June 1805. 

William Champain, May 1806. 

Hon. Fred. Paul Irby, Dtcember 1807. vol.xxi. p. 257. Cap- 
tured, in company with Stalira, 10th June, lB09, French 
schooner La Muuclie, 16 guns, 180 men, LaaR^jouic, 8 guns, 
51 men, La Mnuche 'schooner,, 1 gun, 25 men, and two 
other small vessels, vol.xxii. p. 78. Capiiirtd, 16th No- 
vember, 1810, Ce Charles, French priv, 32 guns, 170 niep. 
• vol. XXIV. p. 500. Destroyed, March 25. 1811, in company 
with ^Berwick, Qushawk, HaVk, and Niobe, a French fri- 
gate, name unknown, vol.xxv. p.342. xxix. 257. 383. 

Hon. Graovillti Proby, December 1814. ' 

’^**^17^^’ 1 AW*™*?' ' 
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AMFTfJYST, (2il), 38- *Buil4 at Kinp*« Yard, Deptford. 1T9V\ Lomth of giin-dcck 
IT'D fi. Keel 141. Brendih 39ft. 6iii. Depth 13 fu Sin. 
Tons 1041^ - 

John Cooke (l8t.J|May 1799.* Capfurrd, :J9th De(;fl79.9. 
L’AvantnrM'r, French pHr. 14 gens, 75 luon. vnl. iii. p 312. 
Captured, Feb. 5, 1800, in coinpanj with Nymphe, Le Vailiaiit, 
Fr^neli priv. 15 guns. 130 men. vut. iii. p. 3] 8. Captured, in 
company with Nymphe, March 3. 1800, Jai Modeste, 16 guns, 
70 men. vnl. iii. p. .319. Captured. April 1, 3800, the Mers, 
French priv. 22 guns, 180 men. vol. iii, p. 404. Capiiired, in 
company with Siikis, January 28, 1801, La Carluta, Spanish 
priv. vol. T. p. 167. Captured, in company with Sirius an*^ 
Oilcau, La Dedaignuese* French frigate, 36 gups, 300 men, 
• fVnriiary 3, J80l. vol. v. pa 167. Captured, Alarch 17, 1801, 
Neustra Siaiiurc del Carmen, Spurdsli priv. 6 guns, 65 men. 
vol. V. p. 4.3k Capturefl, 12lh April. 1801, Le General Brua, 
French corvette. 44 guns, 108 men. vol. v. p. 441. 

Henry Richatd Gl^eni, November IBOI. ^ • 

Alexander Cumpbeil, Huy 1804. Court martial, vol. xii. p. 56. 
John William SprangeT, June 1804.«|li • 

Michael Seymour, April 1806. Captured, 15th May, 1807, in 
company witlw Dryad and ^ovur, the Josephine, French priv. 
* 4 guns, 4^nien..vol. xvti. p. 511. OaDtureri, November 15* 

1808, the French frigate LaTlitgis, 44 guns, 3.30 men. vol. xx. 
p. 417. .379. XXI. 94. 257. Captured, .^iril 12, 1809, LaNie* 
inen, French frigate, 44 guns, Sl9 men. ,vui. xx^ p. 343. 

Wrcclvvd Feb. 1811, ^ Jacob Walton. Si-ptcniber 1809. Lost, 16lh Feb. 1811. vol.xx 

ill Plymouth Sound. { p. 295. Court martial, vol. xxv. p. ^60. xxgi. 251. 

AMBUSCADE, .32. Built on RiveV Islmmes 1773. fenfth of gun decS 126 ft. 3 in. 

Keel 104 ft. 1 in. *Breadth 35 ft. ifin. Depth 12 It. 2 in. 
Tons |B4. • 

George Duff, ■ '" ■ % 1794.* • 

'J hernias Twyvlen. 1796. Captured, May 1797, Le 

Biionapp.rje, French priv. 3 guns. * 

Taken 14tb Jan. 1799, Henry Jenkins, 1798. Captured, No^v, 29, 1F798, LjHi- 

by LaBayoiJMiusc, rondelle, French priv. 20aguii5, *50 vol. i. p. 75. 7^ 

French Irigute. 'J'akcn by J.a Bayonnaise. vol. i. p. 170. Court martial, vol. n. 

Retaken by Victory, p. 354. Retaken by Victory, June 1803. voj. x. p. 164. 

.Tune 1803. Broke up 181 2. '• 

AMBUSCADE, (3d), 38, (F,) Taken by Canada, October 11. 1798. 

John 'I'albot, January 1800, 

Hon. John Colville, September 1800. , 

A.ln.u-.l Ttornlprougli, I jg„g 

David Colby, k • 

David Atkins, April 1803., 

Name changed to La Richard Hawkins, May 1803. 

Seine, Jan. 1804. William Durban, January 1804, 


AMPIHTlin«. 24. Built in 1778. . 

Wrecked in 1793. Anthony Hunt, 1793. Lost in the Mediterranean 1793. 

vol. i. p. 347. ^ 

1778. Length of gun-deck 120 ft, 
*6 in* Tons 594 . Keel 99 ft. 6 in. 

XI ^ry x/’jc.sigrrc xjojuy, — 1793. 

Lord Augustus Fitzroy, June 1794. 

John HaUiday, Ffbruary 1795. 

Hon, Charles Herbert, January 1796. 


AMPHITRITE, (2d), 28. 
(Former name Pomona.) 


Built at Southampton 
6 in. Breadth S3 ft. 
Dcoth lift. 



• 

Ciwrlcs Ekin«» ,1797.^ C«pttircd, 2 d Etobruarjr, 1798/ 

BaUcrirB^obiiqn^, Fpe&cb. priv. 4 guna. CaptarcH, 

* ; De^rti^r 1798, £jk udaci^oqpienne, Fri^ndi pfiv. 10 guiifi, 
ttenj La PtIm dtf'^Mattifeit Fraacli priv, 8 gun8^6b men, La 
TOrddaia, iisgafia,, 65 men. vd. {. p. 4S5. Captured, June 8, 
1799, Xe Du^eahti -Fdsnch prir. *16 guna, 129 men. vol. ii. 
,Ji. 8494 Ca*ptiired^ 3iat 1799, Le Demverat, Frcncli 
« , ' * priei. 1 9 guna, 80 men. voi. ii. p. 550. v. 442. 

Lieut; C. M, Gregory, (acting), Marjeh 1801, rbl. ▼. p,445. 

, - Harvejr^i^ptember T 801 . 

^oken up m 1605. Frederick Warren, October 1801. 4 


AMPHITRlrrE, (5d), 56, SpaqiaK. Taken by Dunn^gal, ^25th Norerober, 1804. 
▼ol^xiv. p^546. * j, 

Robert Corbett, 1805. ' , 

Sold 1810. Hon. Courtpey Bo^rlp, May 1805. 

■ * » • * • 

AMPUlTRIT£,'(4tli), 58. Lud dowi^ the East Indies 181^ 

#■ * " • 

ANDROMACHE, 52. Built on the Th'amea 1781. Lengthtof gun-deck 126 ft. 2 in. 

Keel 104 ft. Breadth ^55 ft. 2 in. Depth 12 ft 2 111 . Tons 685* 
Thcophilus Jones, —^—1795, * 

Charts .Tohn Moore^HaAsOeld, 1795. 

BidteuplBlO. * g Robert Lawtio, ‘October 1799. vui. v. p. 455. 


^DROMACBF., (2d), 38, (F.)^ by Centaur, Tune 1799. See* Fiiiiccss 

/Poimer y Princc^.s Cbarlottc) ^ ^ Charlotte. 

(Formerly La Juuon.JT , y 

* George •fobin, January ,1808. Captured, October 2.^, 1813, in 

company with Achates and Pyramus. vol. xtx. p. 130 nnd 413. 
* Captured, January 18, 181^* French national schooner I..k 
Prgsperef 5 gunp 60 men. toI. xxx'u p, 84, Captured, Fair 
American, American priy. Feb. 1814. vol. xwi, p,l73. Cap- 
Vpred, March 14, 1814, la Cumete, French priv. 14 guns, 6.5 
, ** men. vol. xxxi. p 348. * , * 


*ARAX£S, 58. Built 1813 at Northfleet. 

* George Miller Bligb, August 13 L4. 

• 

APOLLO, 38. Built at Woolwich 1794. 

Daau George Manby, t 1796. Cnplurod, June 22, 

1796, in company with Doris, La Legere, corvetle, 22 giiti>. 
, vol. V. p. 206. Captured, Dec., 179u, m company with Poly- 

phemus, LcsDeiix Amis, French priv, 14 guns. 

Wrecked off Holland, Peter Halkett, ■-■■■ ■ 1798. Lo^t off coast of TToIl.ind, JalT; 
Jan. 1799. 1799. vol. j. p. 168. Court martial, v jI. i. p. 163. 


APOLLO, (2d'), 36. Built at Dudman’s Yard, Deptford. 

Peter Halkett, October 1799. Captured, 2.5ih January 1803, 
the Aquiia, Spanish corvette, 22 guns. vui. ni.^. 3l7« Cap* 
* tured, Spanish S.JiV. of 18 guns, :(10 men. vol. iv. p. 326. 

Cdpiuied, lOil) Nov. 1800, ^ic ResoiuUun, Spanisii S. W. uf 
18 guns, 149 men. r^l. v. p.l67. 

J^hn WjIIiuiii 'lay lor Dixon, November 18 OJ. Captured, 29tii 
Wrecked on the coast June, 1^63, Le Dart. French oatiidial brig, 4 guns, 46 men. 
of PortiHU, 2d April* vol. s. p.l59. ].ost,*2d April,18Q4. on the coast of Portugal. 
1804. vtij. XI. p. 393. Court mutial. vol. xii. p. 67. • 

APC^LIX), (5d), 58. . Buili 1805. Parson's 4i!ard,* B^rlcsBoD. 

m Edward FelloHes,^July 1805. Lapiuied, June 10, 1606, Frcncli 

brig. vol. xvi. p. 167. 

Alexander Wiliuot Schothberg, Oc^ber 1806. 



t 

A*I*PENptt.| 

BridjjM ^Vulkinson^ T»yter, 1809. Preicnt at th« 

ijoslructioni Kpa. It IBOOi of LaL^flray^O gans, 110 m^, 
Xii yicloire,ai4 g|p3< ^0 men| atvd otlwr^ iu cempany^^ith 
TigW C^mberloitA Vdlontairef td))aze» Philomel^ Scout, and 
Tg^an. vul. axii. 509! and 503. Captured, 14(1 Feb^l819, 
the iileriuoa frigide', ^OKgnnfl, 196 men. vol. xxvii. p. 434. Cap- 
tured’, SOth Sept. 1812, X'Ulyiaei 6 ggni, . 55 men. vol. xxviii, 
p. 509. Captured, in company with Vl^azle.ga Trabacculc^ 
J)ec. 2, 1812. voj. xxix.' 505, xxx. <80. SS9. 259. Deiiroyed, 
Feb. 5, ldl4, Freuoh fvigate, in company’ with 

Havannah. vol. xz^BT p. 425. ’ ■ ‘ • 

Edward r.lovd Grahuru, June 1814.' 

Anthony Bmgrare VaJpy, August 1814. 

AnmirSA.. SS. Built at Bristol, 1781. Lcngtli^fgijfu-^eckl41ft. lin. KeclllOA. 

* 10 in. Breadth 39 ft. D.ep(h IS ft. 9^, Tons 948* 

- ITun. Seymour finely ^KCarcb 1793. • 

E;J\vard PeHe'v, Septem^r 1.799.. Captured, inr company with 
Flora and Melaropusjs April 25, 17^4, La ^onione, 44, Le 
Baber, SOguii!.. vol. ill. p. 337. Destroyed, August 1794, in 
Jhnipaiiy with Flora, Diamond, Diana, Artois, St. Afargarita, 
La Felicity, frehcli frigate, 40 guns,, 350 men, L'Espiou, 18 
guns, and L’Aieri, 18 guns. vul. xviii. p. 4*18. Captured, 21 sC 
October 1794, in company with DAniund, ArtolS, and Galateay 
, La Revolutioiiiiaire, d l guns. vol. xviii.' p. 449.^ Captured, 

1794, Ijc Quintide, 14 guns. La Revanche, 14 guns, LaNou- 
velle Eugenic, 10, L'llyeiie, 24. Le Vengeur, 12, L’lncuii- 
ccivublc, 18, L*Heureose Nouvclle, L’lieVeux, 16, and * 
La Minerva, 15 guns. vol. xviii.«p. 449. • 

Mark Hobinsuii,* Afliil 17^5. 

Thum<is Woolley, March 1796. Captured, April 30, 1800, Le 
(iencial ifSeniiidotie, Freiicj^ priv. 14 guns, 57 men. vol. iii. 
p. 497. Captured, Iftili -April, 1881, Le Brave, French priv. 
14 guns, 57 mail. vol. v. p. 354. xiv. 1B4. vii. 170. Captured, 
La Gaiet6, fremh corvetlot 20 guns^ August 10, 1797. Cap- 
tured, in coiupanv witli linniortalii6, ^luly 31, 1801, L'lnven- 
tiun, lourMtiasied French privufeer, 24 guns, 110 man. vol. vi. 
p. l')l. • 

Jiitues Bowen, Auglist lOOl. , 

Charles Brisbane, March 1805. Captured, August 23, 1806. La 
Buiuoua, Spanish frigate, .38 guns, 347 men, and 12 guii-buats, 
in company with Anson, vul. xvi. p. 504. Captured, Jun. 1, 
1807, Dutch frigate Hatslar, Siiniibra, Flying F<sh, &c. .See 
Anson, vol. xvii. p. 168 <'Uf1 253- * 

Rube; t Mends, Sepieinber 1308. Captured, Nov. 26, 1608, Le 
General Ernouf, French priv. 15 guns, 58 men. vol. xx. p. 4*0. 
Captured, in company wiili*Amctl»y>(, Le Numin, French fri- 
KH'e. See Amethyst, vul. .xxi. p. 313. xxi. 430. Cuptirred, 

^ Alarch 17, 1810, La LevreUe, French phiv. 4 guns, 30 men. 

vol. xxii. p. 435 xxiv. 150. 

Sold in 1813. • Frnucis Holmes Cuffiii, February 1811. • 

• • 

ARKTHUSA, (2d), 38. Laid down KiogS Yard, Alilford, 1814. 

ARAUDE, 38, (F). Taken bv Centaur in 1806. • * • 

Lucius llarllyfflan, September 1809. vol. xxiii.^. 428. 43(X and 
514. 

Rieiiar^ Dal|iiig Dunn, August 1810. vol. xxiv. p. 422. 

John Temple, Se9>te(Nher 1812. * 

Sir Edward tfhomas Troubridgef February 18lS. Captnrgd, 
August 15, 1B14, in company with Eudymioii, American pri- 
vateer Herald, 17 guns, 100 men. vo), xxxii. p. 259. Att^usl 
16, 18ls4, captured Anierican priv. liivnicible, Idguiis, diO 
men. vol. xx\ii. p. 259. xxx/i:. 337. . 


Sold 1815. 



^FPEKOIX* , 

# * ' ^ 

^ ASTKCA» 32. al Cowes 1781 i LengiTi' of giin-deffk ir60. Keel 103 ft. 7 in. 

*V'. ' W . ^Breedtli 35 ft. 9 m. IXjpth I9it. TdJsTO. 

\ Bobcat fSiloorsoin, ilarcli 1793. ■ 

*1 Qfd Heijr^ £owiet^ — — r— 1795. Gitpturedf A|)ril 10,. 179.5, 

HI cotupany witli Arliniral Colpo^vs’s squldilbu, lia Gloirc, 
Frciicli IrigBtf, 40 tuns. , " 

, Hicliard Lane, June 1795. Present at ihc action of Lord Brid- 
, piHt, '!23d June, 1795, and at tli« capture pf the, Tigre, 84, 
rbnindalile, 80, artd Alexander. Sec AlexaxideV. voU i.>p. 290. 
yol. XV. p. 7. 

Pichard Dacfea, April 1797. Cupturerl, 22d April, 1798, La 
Beiiomin^, Frencji priv. 5 gun^. Capiured, 20th IVlay, 1798, 

*La Veagcoilce, French priv. 6 guus. Captured. lOth April, 
1799, Le Mar&uuiu, French priv. 14 guns. Captured, 1st' 
June, 1797, the Stuwer, Dutch priv. 10 guns. vo/. v. p.43(). 

Peter Kiboleau, ^arch 1^1. . ^ 

James Cartbew, »- * ■ 1805. ** * 

James Dunbar/^ebruary 1806. 

Brfmund Heywuod, lloveiuhcr 1807. Capiured, 14th Decem- 

Wrecked in West bar, ^807, in eompany with Royalist, French priv. Pfovidence, 

Indies. 1808. 14 guns, 52 men. vol. xviii. p. 504, Lost ,• vol. xx. p. 44. 

ASTREA; t?d). 36. BuilLlOlO. 

Charles Marsh SchbmHerg, June 1810. CapluTed, May 21, 
c 1811, in company with Phoebe and Racehorah, La Renoininee, 

44 guns,' 470 incfi. vol. xxwi. p. 431. Captuied, 2Bth.May, 

^ 1811, in company with Plm‘be and Racehorse, La Nercide, 

french frigate, 44 guns, 470 men. vol. xxvi. p. 434. 3H8. 

- 5tt jit ‘495. „ • 

John Bvaleigh, (acting), August 1813. 

Willluni Black, July 1814. . 

Edvyard'lliitoe, December llfi 4. 

L’ASTREF, 30. Taken by 'Boadicca, at the Isle Fraoce, Dec. 1810. 

ALFHEUS, 36. Built on the Thames 1814. 

. ^ Langford, May 1814. 

L'AIGLli 36, (F.) T^akcii in 1782. 

• Join) Nicholson Inglcfield, February 1793; 

Samuel Hood, 179,5. 

Charles Tyler, 1796. Cuplnred,' Juno 12. 1797, LTIuirlut, 
French priv; 6 guns. Captured, .30ih July, 1797, in com- 

, pany with Boston, the Hazard', French pnv. 8 guns. X'ap- 

tiired, 13lh Augu’n, 1797. La Monche, French pnv. 8 gun.. 
Captured, Ist DecViiibcr, 1797, La Musrrve, Frencii 

Wrecked on lb e^iCnast 4 puns. Captni^d, 4tli .Tan. J798, the Requin, French pnv. 

olBiOfiar^,*1798. ' 20 guns.* Wrecked in 1798. vol. xx. p. 261. xxxii. U3. 

J.\iCjLE» (8d)» 36. Built at Adam’s Yard, Buckl(‘rshard, in 1801. . 

George Wolfc. December 1W2. Destroyed, l9lU July, 1804, 

« Lq Joie, 14 guns, ami La Cliaraiite, 20 {fins, French dor-- 

“ vetles. vol. xik p. 135. Capltticd two Spaiusli %uiv boats, 

* . Niov„ 8, 1805. vo^yiv. p. 431. 

Henry Evelyn Pitfield Sturt, (acting), February 1805. 

• * George , Wolfe, Alarcb 1605. Qa'ptured^' 22d Sepl. 3R10, La 

* PiiQBiiix, French priv, 20 guhg, 129 tuen. vol. xxiv. p. 418. Pre- 
sent at the destruction of the Vilic de Yarsovie, 84, Tunnerre, 

74» A(|tiilon,'74,:andA!alcnttB9 A6 gups, in Basqpe Ronds, b; 

. Lord Gambier’a^ft, April 14, 1809, iii cotiipaiiy with Cole 
• doniap Cassar, Belloua, Resolniiou, Theseng. )tero, Dooega. 
Revenge, lllostrious, Gibraltar, Valiant, Pallas, Upicorn, In- 
deIatigablc,.£iBerpld, ^tna, Imparieusc/ Foxhound, Beagle, 

^c. vol. xxi. 405. 344. xviii. 427. 

Sir John Louis, October 1809. vol, zxx«> p. 437. 237. uiL 

^0 be continued.] 



APPEUfBIX. 


jpo. IV: 

HISfORiCAL ACCOUNT OF THE BMTISh’nAVY, 

FROU 1793 TO iff? END OF 1814. 


[The references of^vol. and page are to the iBtahal ^htonicte]* 

• 

• * * 

^ '^OLUS, 32. Built on the River TIiameB 17£i3* Length of gnn-deck 125 ft. 5 in. keel 
[Name changed lo 103 ft. 6 in. hri^adth 35 ft. 9 in. depth J 2 ft. Tons ^4. 

Guernsey. See Guernsey. , /• . ^ 


JEOLITS (2d), 32. BuiltV Barnard’s Yard, Deptford# in 1801. , 

John William %)rattger, March 1801. 

Henry Whilby, August 1802. 

Andrew Fitz f>an8,* May 1803. Ohptured. July 96 , 1803, in 
• company >vith Elephant, Belirruphon, Tartar, Theseus, and 

Vanguard, Le Duqnesne, 74, and L’Oiscau, French national * 

• schooner, 16 guns, 60 men. vol. x. p. 499. 

Lord William Fitzroy, May 1804. PresenUat tde capture. Nor. ^ 
4, 1805, of Mont Blanc, 80, Bogifliy Trouin, 74, ficipiori, 74, 
Formidable, *84f in company with Cesar, Namur, Hero, Cou- 
rngeux, Pheiiix, Revulntiunnaire, aud Santa Margarita, vol* 
xiv. p. 329. 427. 491. xxix.^6. 

Lord James Townshend, December 1810. 

Joseph Lamb Papham, — 1813. 

James Creighton, - ■ 1814. • • 

L’ ATM ABLE, 32, (J*.) Taken by Lord Hood’s squadron 1782. Length of gan*deck * 

133 ft. 5 in. keel 109 ft. 5 in. breadth 30 ft. 8 in. ^pth 11 ft. 

Tons 782. * 

Sir Hurry Burrard, February 1793. Captured La Mozelle, * 
French corvette, 20 guns, May 1794. Captured, May 1793, 
in company with Juno, the Laborieux, Tmch priv. Captured, ' 
May 1793, in company with Circe, Le Touner, French priv, 

10 guns. * 

Francis Laforey, May 1795. ^ 

Charles Sydney Davers, Febraary 1795. Captured, Sept, 22, 

1795, Le Sana Culottes, *18 guns. Captured, Sept. 1796, 
L'lris, French priv. 6 guns. . 

.Temmett Mainwanng, November 1796. 

William Granville Lohb, April 1797. Captured, 6th April 1797, 

Le Chasseur, French priv. 6 guns. Captured, 6th April 1798, 
fif company with Sefturge, the Triumph, French priv. 14 guns, 
and Chasseur, Ftench priv. 2 guns. Captured, 20lh April 
1798, L’Espiegle, French priv. 2 gnus., • 

Henrji Roper, January 1799. • • 

William Bolton, Ortober 1803. • 

Hon. Duncombe Fleydell Bouverie, August 1805. 
liOrd^Georgc Ssuart, July 1807. Captured, Nov. 13, 1807, Le 
Decide, French ^ppv. 16 guns, 51 men. vul. xviiit p, 500. Cap* 
tured, 2d Feb. 1809, L’lris, French frigate, 24gnns, 14(Vnen. 

• • vol. zxi. p. 171. 139. 

Sold ill 1814. John Charles Woolcombe, Sept. 1810. Court martial, vol.xxv. • 

p. 78.*' • • • , 


[JB. t. V«l. xiKK.J 





ARTOIS, 38. .Built in ir94!i' * « 

• ^ SirEdmuodKafilei— — ^1793. C^tured the RevoIulionnairf« 

* .41 guns, .Oct#beTjl794.« See Arethtise. rol. xviii. p. 449. 

Ca^red, La FeliBtd, 40 guns, L*Espoir and Alerr, 18 guns 
Lofton coast of France, each. See Aretbuaa. Captured, Sil Nov. *1790, Le Fraukliii. 
Joly 31, 1797. French priv. IS guns. Lost Julj 31, 1797. * ^ 

• • 

AlfEKAJNDRIA* (^0 Taken hv Foudrojant at Alexandria, in 1801. 
(ForinernaaieAegener^e.) ^ Wilson, February 180S. c 

AAiEXANDRIA, (Sd), 33. Built in I80o^ King's Yard, Portsmouth. 

Hon. Edward King, February 1805. 

' Nathaniel Day Cochrane, Jannarj' 1808. Captured, August 

1808, in^'^conipany with the Af‘dhrc:fsi, tlie Morin, Danish 
privt' 1 gurii, and a gun-bont. vol. xx. p. 2.37. 

John Quilliain, February 1810. * 

, Robert Catlicart, NoV, I819. vol. x\x. p. .SO?. , 

% 

AMPHION, 32. .Built at ^hathoni 178t/4 Length of gun>deck 126 ft. 1 in. keel 104 ft. 

* 3 in. breadth 35 ft. depth 12 ft. 2 in. Tons 679. 

Herbert Sawjer, June 1793. * 

Blew up at Plymouth, Israel Pellew, ■■178^5. Blown up September ‘22, 1796. 
1796. vol. iii. p. 197. 

f « 

AMPHION, (2d), 32. Built at BelPs Yard, Mistlay thorn, 1798. Lenj^ih of gim- 

* deck 129 ft. keel 121 ft. 6 in. breadth 37 ft. 7 in. Depth 12 It. 

6 in. Tons 914. * 

• Richard Harry Alexander Bennett, February 1799. C.ipturcd, 

Nov. €6, 1799, L'Asturigna, Spanish priv. 24 gum, TOO men, 
in company with Alariii. vol. lii. p. 318. 

« Alexander Frazer, May 1812. 

Thomas Maafterman Hardy, Oclltbcr 1812. 

SumuH Sutton, Sejflterober 1804. Capture d, Oct. 6. 180^, in 
company with Indefatigable, Medusa, and Lively , Jm Aledee, 
Spanish frigate, 42 guns, 2^)0 men, La Kama, Spanisli fngatr, 
3(i, La Clara, 36 guns, 300 men, La Mcrcides, 36 guns^ 280 
men. vol. xii. p.322. 

William Hoste, December 1805. Captured, March 1809, Frrnrh 
brig, name unknown, 6 guns, and a trabaccolo. vol. xxi. p. 432. 
in company with Redwing, vol. xxii. p. 153. Capliired, 27rh 
August 1809, 6 gun-boats, &c. vul. xxn. p. 505. x.\iv. 501. 
^ Captured, March 14, 1811, La Favorite, 44 guns. Corona, 44, 

^ * Bcllona, 32. Sec Active, vul. xxv. p. 423 and 430, 

* James PaUisoii Sicwarl, May 1813. vul. xxxi. p. 64. 

r • 

ALARM, 32. Bl|i|t at Harwich, 1758^ Length ©f pun-deck 125 0. keel 10311, 4in. 
Fitst8hip«Tercoppcred. breadth 35 Vt. Sin. depth 12 ft. Tons 683. The lirsi slop that 
was ever coppered. 

Lewis Robertson, March 1793. Captured, 23d April, L’Knfant ' 
de la Patria, French priv. 10 guns, and Chauvclni, French 
priv. 10 guns. 

James Carpenter, October 1794. Captured, in company with 
Bellona, Le Duma, French priv. 20 guns, 
pavid Milne, May 179.5. Destroyed, La Libertc, French cor- ' 

* vette, 28 guns. May 1795. • 

* G. Vaughan, ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ f796. Captured, Feb. 1796, in company 

with Zebra, a French privateer. Captured, March 1796, 

3 French privateers. * r 

Edward Fellowes, Npvemifer 1796. Captured the El Galso, 
Spanish Irurvette, 18 guns, Vov. 23, 1796. Cfltptnred, June 
1799, Spanish brig of war, 18 guns, vol: iii. p. 68. Cbptured, 
in company with Carnatic, Thunderer, aAd Volage, Santa 

* Dorvol, Sp^sh xebec, 4 gons^Sd June, 1799. vol. iii. p.68. 
Captured, in company with Hannibal and Timnderer, Spanish 
schoonar £1 Fc&i 14 gnoa/SOinaB, June 1^9. vol iii. p. 68. 



'Amiroii:. , 

Ridier* Holies, October 1799, Ckpti^red, in companj Witli 
Aropbioii, L*A^^i^a, Spanish prir. f4 Roni, Nor, 1799# 
vol iii. p?dl8. Y^ptnred, M§y 1799^ El Paxaro, prir. 

• 16 guni. Captured, Feb. 1800/ £1 Curbo, Span. priv. 4 guns, 

% • Captured, Nor. 1800/ Le General Touissaint, French prln 4 

Brule up ill 1812. gi4ns. Captured, in (boO, La Conliance, Spanish priv. 8 guai. 

ilN].)RQItlED4» 32. Bniit at Liverpool. 1784. Length of gun-deck 1€9 d. keel lOd H. 

9}. breadth SS 0. 5^ in. depth 12 ft. 7 in. Tons 714. 

.John Salisbury, ]%snli 1794. 

Lord NortijpsK, ■- ■ — 1793. •. 

Thomas Sotheby, " ■ ■ ■ 1794. 

•Williaoi Taylor, 1^5. Captured, in company with 

, Ranger and Kite, the 2ephyr, JDutch frigate, March 6, 1796, 
of 32 guns. • 

Hntry liiman, February 1799. Captured, in company with 
Dart, Walp, Fllcdb, Comet, Rosario. Selby, Boxer, Teaser, 
Biter, and Cutter, iglv 8, 1800, La Desirde, Fr&iich frigate, 
40 guns. 35(l^men.*voI. ir. p. 73# • 

jiatnes Brad by, January 1800. 

Broke np 1612. CliarJea Fielding, October 1802. 

• 

ANDROMKOt. (yd), 24. Taken in 18li 

(FuTmcrnuiiiejlannibal.) Richard Arthur) Nov. 1612. * ^ 

AQUILON, 32. Built on River Thames 1786. Length of gun-deck 129 ft. 2 in. ked 
1070. breadth 35 ft. 8 in. deptii 12 0. 7in.^ Tons 724. 

V Hon. Robert Stopford, ' ■■ - 1723, * ftesent at Lord Howd^^ 

action, ls4 June 1794, and at the capture of 7 sKiil of the line. 
See Queen Charlotte, vcl. i. p. 21. 

Robert Barlow, ~ 1794. Present al the cai^lure, by Lord 
IlndpA-t, 23d June, 1795f of Formidable, 80, Alexander, 74, 
Tigre, 84. See Royal George, vol. i, p. 290. vul. xv. p. 7. 

William E/lward Cr.'icraft, Sept. 179^. Captured, Sept. 1797, a 
Frencli |?riv, 1 gun. * • 

TIji)ii.o.s Bo) s, Sept. 179H. Captured* Feb. 1799, French schodner, 

* 16 guns, nai]ie unknown, vol. ii. p. 243. Captured, July 1800, 

French schooner, 2 guns, name unknown, vol. u7, p. 309. 

'Wdliam Pakennain, February 1811. * • 

William Bowles, May 1811. * 

James Boxer, August 1814. 

Tliuiuus Burton, .September 1814. 


^.\MSTKUDAM, 32. 
(Former naine Pro- 
Serpnip.) 


Sold 1814. 


(Dnich.) Tak^ May 4, 1804, by Centaur, at the surrender of 
Surinam. • 

William Ferris, May 1805. 

Alexander limes, (acting), July 1806. 

Edward Wallis Tloare, June 1807. 

William Moree, September 1809. 


L’AIJROUE, 32, (F.) Taken by Viclory^al Toulon, December 1793.' 

Htury Inman, 1794. vol.xxy. p.7 and 9. 

William Henry BH-isbane, March 1795. 

Lieut W, Bolton, pecemher 1795. • 

> Geftrge Clarke, September 1796. • 

Richard Dolling Dunn, January 1799. 


Broken up vi 1803. 


George Lung, May 1799* 

James Dulrymplc, November 1799. 
Philip Biipaver, Dicember 1^. 


AUROR4. 28, ■ Built on River Thames 1777." Length of gun-deck 120ft. 6in. keel 
9Wt, 4 in, breadth 33 ft, 7 in. depth 11 ft. Tons 596. • 

William Ebsingion, ■ ■— 1793. Captured, June 1794, Ca . 

> Narciise. French Dtiv. 14 cuns. • 



Ricliard Kin^i Jaikiiry 1795« * ^ 

Charlei Garoieri September 1795# 

Hdb. P. WodchAi!^JJune4796; 

John Parker Robinifn, November 1796. 

Henry Dif{bv» January 1797. Captnredi May }798i El Receviso, 
Spauisli priv. 6 puns# and La Velora Arragoneaa, Spanish fri- 
gate, SO giAii, Sept. 1798. Desiruyed, nd June, 1798, 
£galii6, French corvette, 8f0 guns. Captured, March 27, 
1797, the Neptune, French pnv. 16 gun».^ Captlired, ISih 
Aug. 1797, the^arieAnne, French priv. 14 guns. Captured, 
7th Sept. 1797, tlil'Aigle, French pnv. 12 guns, and Cspiegle, 
French priv. 14 guns. Captured. Nov. 1797, L'Avanture, 
French priv. S guns. Destroyid, .22d 1798, a French 

priv. 20- guns. Captured, ^7th Jan. 1798, Ia Casualidad, 
Frchich pri^ 6 guns. 

Thomas Gordon Caulfield, February 1799. 

Philip Beaver, Ji.ae* 1800., r 

David Lloyd, Vli|\ 1802. 

Mictjah Malliuir, <5<nie 4802. 

John Weiit««ortli Loring, January 180^ vol. xxi. p. l63. 

Hon. Gearge Elliot July 1805. 

Hon. ' Seymour, *Notvember 1806. . 

- Dickson, April 1808. 

Sold in 1814. John Suer, — — ■ June 1809. 

ALLIGATOR, 28. Built at Sandgate, 1786. Length of gun deck ISO ft. 6 in. keel 99 ft. 

5 in. breadth 33ft. 7^11). depth 11 ft. Tons 599. 

^ Y^illiiini Affleck, February 179.3. C.ipiurtd, Le Sans Puer, 

* Fcenfh pnv. Feb. 1793, and Le Prendiout, French pnv. 
Thomas Surridge, Oct. (79'4. Captured, March 28, 1794, La 

Libcrifi, Froiich pnv. 14 guns. 

* Thomas Affl* ck, January 1795g 
George Bowen, February 180(1. 

Philip Bearer, May 1802# Present at rapture of Hippomenes, 
7)utcli corvette, Srpi. 27,„1803, of 18 guns, in company with 
Centaur, Clncheslei, Hornet, Heureux, and Netley. vol. x. 

\f, .501.* 

Charles Richardson, May 1804. Present sit capture of Proser- 
.pine, Dutch frigate, 82 eiins, and Pyliides, Dulrh corvette, 

, 18 guns, 6lh Mny, 1804. in company with Crntaiir, Pandour, 

Serapis, Hippomenes. Diake, and Giiaciiapin. vul. xii. p. 80. 

Sold in 1814. Hugh Figoi, May lfU)6 

AJIIADNE, 20. Built at Chatham, 1776. Length of gnii'derk 108 ft. 6 in. keel 89 ft. 

8 in. breadth 30 tt 1 jp depth 9 fr. 8 in. Tons 432. 

Thomas Revel! Shivrr.«i, — — . 1793. * 

Charles Willn^ni Paierson, — ■ 1794. 

Robert Qamhier Middleton, - ■ 179.5. vol. xxvii. p.34. 

Robert Plampiii, — - 1795. Captured, 1795, four French t > 
privateers. Sec Agameiiinnn. 

Henry Leduberd Ball, March 1796. • 

James Bradley, Ap^l 1797. • 

Patrick Campbell, August l800. 

Charles Elphinstone, November 1803. 

Hon. Edward Kmg, July 1804. 

Arthur FaYqiihar, 1806. Captured, Feb. 19, 1807, Le 
Chasseur, French pnv. 2 guns, 36 men. vol xvii. p. 257. Cap- 
tured, Jan. 7, 1808, in , company with Ringdove,, Le‘ Trente 
and Quarante, French priv. 16 gutis, 66 men. vol. xix. p. 79. 
Capture^, Jan. 8,* 1808, in company with Ringdove and 
Sappho, L’Eaie, French priv. 16 guns, 56 men. vol. xir. p.80. 
Captured, 29lli May, 1808, Danish priv. Kjokke, 6 gnn'i, 50 
^ men. vol. xix. p. 510. Captor^, Oct. 4, 1008, Danisii pnv. 

> ^Id IC-li. IJsevnesen, 4 guns, $0 men. vol. xx, p, 329. 

Ariadne, (Sd), 20. Building at King’s Yard, 5Idford« 



*APP£NZ»IX. 

^ACORN, SO. Built at BijjdeArd, 1808, •t'Crockei’a Yard. 

• Robert Clep||aBe. ApriA 1808. Captured, Juljr 88, 1009, .three* 

gun-boats, vol. p. 73. ’ * 

George Miller Bligh, March iGll.* * 

Joseph Prior, March 1814. 


ACHATES, 18. Built 1808? * 

. • Hugh Cameron, February 1808. * • • 

Thomas Pinto, February 1809. Present at the capture of the 
Nisus, French <yp«aeite, 13th Dec. 1809, iur company with 
Wrecked Jnn. 1810, Thetis, Pultuck, Bacchus, and Attentive, vol. »Ui. p. 105. 

in West Indies. Lost in West Indies 1810. vol. xxy. p. S2S. 

• 

ACHATES, (2d), 18, (F,) TSken by the Naiad, (fetoher 1811. 

( FuimcT inyiic Mil&ii.) Isaac Hawkins Morrison^ May T8l3. Present at capture of 
Trtve, French frigate, 44 guns, 340 tflen. See Andromache, 
> vol. XXX. (k 428* Present at capture ol La Cloryide, French 

irigate, ^ giin«, 4OO men. in company 'with Eurutas and 
Dryad, Mardi 1814.*vui. xxxi.-(^ 183und^55. 

^lomas L. P. Laiighurne, June 1814. 


AipATROSiS, 18. 


Broken up in IGlO. 


Built at Boss’s Yar8, Chatham, 1796. 

George Scott, January 1796. Captured, I4ili Nov. 1797, 
L’Emouclu't, Frencii priv. 8 gum. Capture^!, 81I1 Sept. 1797, 
the Brave, Dutch priv. 12 guns. 

Charles Adams, July 1798. * • 

William Waller, Nov, 1800. Captured, Nor. 12, IBOO, L’Adele, 
French pnv. 12 guns, 60 men. Mar^li 28, 1801, captured^ 
La Gloire. French pnv. 10 giyis.* vol. vi. p. 322 gnd 339. 

Jo mes Giles Va Alan, ^arch 1802. 

Charles Malcolm, April 1802. » • 

II. Bfttt, ^ 1803. . 

J.ord George Stuart, 1804# 

.tohn Dner, December 1805. 

James Mursay Gordon, January 180#. , 


ARAB, 18. (F.) Taken by Cerberus and Santa Alargei'ila, March 29, 1795. ^ ^ 
(Former mime Jean Bart.) ’ ^ 

Wrecked June 1796, on I Stephen Seyniour, 1795., Wrecked June 1796, vol. 

Flench coast. y xxviii. p. 4. 


ARAB, (2d), 22, (F.) Purchased in 1798. 

Peter Spicer, November 1791. 

Hon. Thomas Bladen Copel, February 1799. 

John Perkins, January 1801. vo). v. p. j28. 

» • Koberi Fansiiaw, September 1802. 

Lord Cochrane, October 1803. ^ 

Sold in 1805. Keith Maxwell, December*l804. vol. xxv. p^8B. 

ARAB, (3d), 18. Built in 1812. 

John Wilson, September 1812. 

* Henry Jane Handley, July 1813. Captured A nifricari privateer 

*Industry, 5 gun^ 26 luep, 3d Nov. 1813. vol. xxxi. p. 68. 


ATAL.ANTA, 14. Built at Sheerness* 1775. Lenoth of pun-deck 96ft. 7 in. k(^ 
Broke up in 1802. 7^ ft. lOiii. breadth 26 ft. 9 in. depth*] 2 |t. 10 m. Tons 300. 

ATALANTE) (2d), 18, (F.) Taken by*the Phosbe, January 1797. 

* Digby Dent, June 1798. 

ArneImJoho Grifliths, December 1798. Capturpd, December 4, 
1800, JLe Succdl, French griv. 6 puns, 48 men. vol. iii. p.227. 
Captured, 4lh April, 1801, in company with Viper, Heros, 
French priv. 14 guns, and 73 men. vol v. p. 350. Captured, 
in pompariy with Unicorn, L’Evcille.^Prencn priv. 2 guns, vt^ 
vi. p. 237, Captured, in company with Boadiccai 20tb Fen. . 

^ 1799, Le Milan, French priv. 14 guns. • 

Broken up in 1806, John Masefield, May 1812. vol. xi. p. 60. 



^ * 

ATALA^'TE, (3d), 18. Built at Bermnila 1807, • • ^ 

^ .Vrecked Nov, 1813, Frederick Aickej, April 1807. Taplured, l^th Dec. 1819, 
off {lew LoDdon. . ^mericie iroi. uix* p..83. . Lost Nov, I8l3, 

yoR zszi. 1^ SO. / 

AVON, 18. Built in 1804. * f 

Francis Jackson Snell, March 1808. 

* - Stewart, March 1606. 

* * ' Newton de Starck, May 1806. t 

Henry Tellieux Frazer, Feb. 1810. vol. xxzi. p. 511. «v. 810, 
George Rose Sar(8H»‘8, August l8lS. 

Bunk in action witii Hon. Jatues Arbuthnot, July 1814. Sunk by American S. W, 
Amer. S. W. Wasp, Wasp, 1st Sept. 1814. ‘vol, zxxij, p. 843. 

1 Sepi. 1814. *. . • 

ALECTO, 14, 5re-siiip. *Built fk Dover 1781. Length of guti-dcch 108 0. 9 hi. 

keel 90 ft. 6|in. Areadtb 39 ft. 7| in. depth 9 ft. Tuus 423. 

^ • John Alien, July 1798. * ' 

Hon. Thomas RIs den Capel, January 1799. 

• Henry Garrett, A^)^il 1)99, 

- — — - Elliott, June 1799. t 

Lenox llioiupson, July 1799. 

Christopher Basset ^onos, October 1799, * 

Peter 1‘iirnerBover^^ May 1800. 

* Robert O’Brien, September 1800. 

Sold in 1G03« Catlicart, September 1801, ' 


ALLIANCE, 80. Dutch. Taken by Stag, August i795. 

• • t William Ciiniinitig.’^Jnne 1796. 

« Henry ileathcoie, August .1797, 

John Bak^r Hay,. March 1798. 

• « Diivid Wibuut, April 1799. vol. ii. p. 167 and t72. 

Sold in 1801. Julin Mellitfsh, February 1800? 

« A 

L’AMARANTHE, 16i (F.) Tal.cn by Dianioindv December 1796. 

, FAiiicis Vesoy, December *1797. Captured, in company with 

\ Surprise, November 1798, the Peine Francaisc, French priv. 

• 4 gurs.* Captured, Feb. 1799, Le Vengfur, Freiiclwpriv. 6 

Wrecked of Florida, puns, 60 indn. vol.ii. p. 843. 

SepU 1799. ^ J.dllake, 1799.* Wrecked off Florida, Sept. 1799. 

AMARANTHE, (8d), 88, Dutch. Taken from the Dutch by Admiral Milcbeli, 1799, 
(Formerly Venus, j in the Texcl. 

Charles Worley Boys, March 1603. 

« Edward Felhaiu Bieiiton, January 1805. DL*‘'.tro3ed, December 

14, J80R, ill compnnp with Cree, Stork, Express, Epervier. 
s Morne Furiuiif'e, French brig and schooner, vol.xxi* p, 16o. 

George FjiiigJe, — 1811, 

Richard Augustus Yates, July 1814. 

ARGUS, 16, (F.) French privateer. Purchased by government in 1799 : taken by*^ 
Pumonc. " X ■ 

Jfoii. Ed«ard Kinp^Jum 1603, , 

Edward Kithre, May' 1804, 

Jaioeb Stuart, Oclobei*Jt806. 

*^uld in 1810. Joseph Bull, April 1810, 

* < « 

ARGUS, (2d), 18. * Built in 1813. 


L’ALERT, 14, (E.) Takei) by Victory at Tnuliyi, DecenAer 1793. Length of gun- 
• deck KO ft. breadth 84 ft/ depth 12 ft. Tons 180. 

Burnt at ihb evnrua- William Edipc, September 179k Burnt at the evacuation of 
lion of Toulun, 1796. Toulon, vol. li. p. 291 and 896. * 

JALERT, (2d), 18. Djiill in 1793. , 

Tifkeii*by L*Unit6, Charles Smyth, " 1793* Taken 1794, by L'Unil6, French 

4^ench fVigate, May liicate. . • , ' 

1794. 



I 

* APVENDIZ. 

• • . • 

(Sd), 16. Built in 1768. 

Len6ic Thoimon» October I79fl. 

• Donald Hugh Jfacki»> Jbne 

JaineB Joliristoiip, Juv 1S04. \ 

' Robert Williams. October 1805. 

% * Alexander Rennie* March 1809. 

George Trollope* November 1810. 

Taken by American T. L. P. LanRhortte* February 1819| taken^ by Ailierican frigatt 
frigate Essex 1 8 kB. Essex, 1 81 S0. Court martial, vol. xxviii.'p. * * 

ALERT, (4th), 16. Built in 1813. ^ « 

Joseph GuUtpn Garland, October 1613. 


ALBICORE, 16. Built Randall’s Yard, Rotherhithe, 179S. 

George Parker,* 1794?^ 

• Edward Fellowes, June 17£t5. * 

* George Eyre, Juiiua^ 1796. ^ 

• Robert Wintliyrp, J^ach 1796. Captured, L'Athenipn, French 

corvette, 14 guns. May 1796. 

Samuel Peter j^oester, sFcb. 1797. . paptureri,. Sept, 1797, ih^ 
Nantaise, French priv. 3 guns. Captured, Oct.* 1797, 
Freticii priv. 2 guns each. • 

^ ' Thomas W hite^ November 1798. 

John Cliiicult, October 1799. Captured, Spanish priv. Jun, 1799jf'^ 
vol. ii, p. 347. • • • 

• Maj^or Jacob Henniker, September 1804. Destroyed five French 
luggers, Oct. 4. vol xx. p. 520. * > 

Broke up In 1806. John Burn, February 1806. 

ALBiCORE, (2d), 18. Built at Iliihouse’s Yard, Brist^, in 180^. 

Henry Thomas* Davies, September 1811. 

Tiicobald Junes, August 1814. ^ 


ARROW, 18, Built in 1796, witl a sliding keel. > 

Natlmniel Portlock, I^ovembcr 179b. Captured, Sept. 9, 1799, 
in company *with Wuolverine, the De jlraak, Duirh frigate, 
34 guns, 1^0 men, and fhe Gier, Dutch brig, 14 guns, 80 
men, and Dolfyn, Dutch ccy^velte# Srpt. 1799, in company 
* with Wool venue, vol. ii^P* 7(7. Present at the destruction oi^ 
the Danish fle^t at Coj^iliagcii* April 3, 180]. dee Ardent, 
vol. V. p. 352, * 

Wtiliaro Uidtoii, January 1800. 

Taken Feb. 1805* by Richard Budd Vinrent* May 1803. Taken by J/rfurtanse and 
3 French frigates. Incorruptible, French frigates. Fob. 5, 1805. vol. xiii ]). 222' 
and 581. xvii. 281. 273. 


.ARROW, (3d), schooner, 12, Built inl*King’s Yard, Deptford, 1805. ^ 

Lieutenant Knight* ■ 1811. 

Lieutenant Timothy Scrivea, ■ ■ — 1813. vol. xxix. p. 171. 

XXX. 361. * , 

Lieutenant I. G. Alpin, —— 1813. a, 

AVENGER, 1&, (E.) Taken in 1794, by Boyne, squadron West Indies. 

Janres Milne, February 1794. vol. xvi. p, 30. ^ 

GritSths. November 1794. 

•Wrecked 1803* off Fiancis J.ickson Snell, September 1803. Wrecked 1803, off ihc^, 
the Weser. W^ser. Court martial, vol. ^xi. p. 76. • , 

AVENGER, («d), 16. Purchased 1804. * 

• Thomas White. June 1804. 

Wrecked 18\f, oiTSt. UrrjPJohiistoi^e, November 1810. Wrecked off St.John's, New- 
John's, Newfoundland. foundl^gd, 1812.* ^ ^ 

APELLES, 18. Buil^in 1808. 

Thomas Oliver, September 1808. Captured, ' Oct. 1810, 
Somdambule, French priv. 18 guns, 56 fticn.. vol. xxiv. 426.* 
Taken and retaken, Frederick ][loffaian, December 1810. Run on shore near bou-« 
«nd recommissioned logne, and* taken, 1812. Retaken by Bermuda, 
voder the same name. 



A#fLN|>U.* 

’ « 

Frederick Huffman* Rinaldo Clital^ Pbipp*i| Ma^ 4, ISl?. *- 

Charles Rob?, 1611 Feb. 11 1813. Le 

Ri^vnaear^ Fneqchftir. iOg^aa, SI rol. xxix. p. 148. 
Alexander M*Vicar, March ISlSi «« i ^ 

ALONZO, 16. Purchased 1801. • • 

Robert Cathcart, June 1601. 

W.H«Falknor, Ma^ 18$1 
John Jmpey, Noirember 1603. 

James Watson, Ao^H 1804. 

Cuthbert Feathersione Oaly, Oeiimbcr 1807. 

W. B Hunt, June 1800. » , 

William Knb.ht, Februarj 1808. ' 

Kdward Barker^ April 1809. 

Barnes Veitch, November 1810. 

. * ^ John Billy, SepteiqbmJiOl^ 

ABlrtl041{CE,- * 0 . Boiltinim. .« . 

• W. pfico, Master, 1800. 

^ Josial Oke, Master, - — ■ ■ 1806. • 

ARACITNC, 18. ^pllt 1809. Length of gnu dtek, 100 ft. 1 in. keel 77 ft. 9^in, 
breadth SO ft 7 m. *depth 13 ft. Tons 380. 

* • Samuel Chambers, 1811. 

* t Charles Hope Watson, Septenilicr 1811, * 

• Robert Jahiei Gordon, ■ -a. * - ■<‘181^ 

, William M. Godfrey^ July 1B14. 

ARIEL, 16. « Built at LVerpbolan 1^81. Length oj gun>deck 9 b ft 1 in. Vp6l 80 ft. Sin 
Broke up in 1801. bteadlh 17 ft. 1 (it. de^ih 13 ft. 4 .ii. 1 oiis 319. 

ARIEX, (Id), 18. fiuilt at Palmer’s Yard, Yurmputb. in 1806. 

J hpmna Olivir, M inch 1806. 

^ ‘ While. JulyJBlO, 

, Daicel Ross, V>gust 1810. , 

L’Aibi'kF, 16, (F) * Taken «l794„hy the Iplugeitia, ns West Indies 

Foundered off Ber John HatVey, y ■ — 1794. Foundered olFLermnda, Nov. 16, 

muda,Nov.lti, 1791. 1J94 , 

IkCHEllONi 1!2. Pu "chased in 1803. 

t r Arthur Farquhar, January 1804, Taken Fthrnary 3, 1805, bv 

Taken Feb. 1805, by the Incorruptible and Horteuse, FhiicIi ingatei. \ul, iftii, 
S^lVencb frigates. p. HJandSBl. t 

ALACRIIY, 18. Built at Row’a*Yaid, Newcastle, 1006. ^ » 

* l\i|jiuni Crott, March 1807. 

Nisbet Palmer^ December 1807. Captured, Dec. 44, 1807, t)ie 
Fnedlund^ Wen b priv. 18 guns 41 ■»en. vol.xsiii. p.AOl. 
'Tajfen May 1811, ly Taken by L'Abeille, F|iencU corvette, hfay 16,1811. voi ixv, o' 
L’Abcttle,F.corveUe. p .5U4. Court martial. ‘vol. laxi. p. 48^ 

AUTUMN, 16f' Purchased in 1801. „ • 

Whlliam Richarfison# June 1801. 

Samuel Jackson, Mat ^90X 
*** ^ Idioiuas Searle, October 1804. 

* Corbet Janids D’Auvergpe, Sept. 18ld. 

Naide afterwards changed to Strombolo. See Strombolo. 

ASP, 48.* SdldjDl814. 


be contmbed.} 



APPENDIX.'^ 


• « 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNTVOT THE BRITISIT^AVI 

FHOl^ 17 {f 3 TO TIIS END OV 1814 * 

[The r^erenccs of vol« abd page aro ttTthe jpahal htomde.] 


ARTEI9 16. Built at Liverpool in 178i« Lc|||th of gun-deek, 98ft/ljn.*k?el« 
Broken up 111 1802. 3 in. breadtIVf 87 18l lin. deptk>^lStt. 4m| tous« 319» ■ 

ANACRrON, 14. (F.) • Taken in 1799 by Champion. 

Broken up 111 1808. Lieutenant G. Allen, ^ IBOO. 

ArfACREON. (8d), 18. Builc m 1805, at>Su(toii*s Yard, Riugmore, 

James Agassiz, — — — 1805. ■ ^ 

Supposed (u bodost. John Davies, June I8IS. 

ANNE, ^22 Purthostd in 1798. * 

Broken up in 1809. George Augustus Delanoe, July 1798. vol. vii. p. 180, 
L'ABHOGAM'E. 14, (P.) PurchaseiUn ^798. Taken by Juofi, 1798. 

Broken up in 1808. * ^ * * 

L’AUDACIEUX, 14, (F.) Purchased in 1748. Taken by Magi^ime* • 

Broken up in 1802. ^ ^ 

AMBOVNA, 10. (Dutch.) Taken in 1798, hy Admiral’RaiiMer’s squadron. 

(Former name Haerlem.) liculcnanltT. PulhAm, — — 1798. 

Broken up in IHO*. • • • 

ATTACK, 12, Purchased in 1794. • 

Sold in 1808, * Lieutenont Jamei, ■ ■ ■ ■■ 1798. 

ATTACK, {8d), If. BuUi in 1804. • . * 

Lieutenant Thomas Swaine. Captured, January 1806» in 
pany with Growler, Le Voltigeur, French priv. 14 guns, 70 
men. vol. xv. p. f 45. 

Lieutenant R. W. Siinmonds, July 1812. vol. xxviii. p. 77. 
Taken in 1812 b; Danish Taken bv Danish gun-boats, 1812. vol. xsviii. p. 248 • Court 
m- • gun-boats. martral. vid.xxvui. p.484» 

ADONIS, 12. Built at Bermuda 1805. ^ 

Sold m 1814. 

, ASSAULT, 12. Built in 1794. m 

Broken up in 1809. , Lieutenant G. A, Orton. 

ARUNDEL, To. Purchased 

8oldinl8l0» 

, ARGUS, Lugger, 8. Purchased in *17^ 

Taken by French priv. Lieutenant Clark, — — — * 

JLa Viiidemaire, 1799. Brent h privateer, 1799. 

ALPUF.A, If. BuUt at Berraoda in 1807. • 

* ^ Lieutenant ^illiam Gibbons, August 1808. Court ncrtild* 

* ful. zxviKm. 250. , 

Blown op inaction Lieutenmit T, W. •Jones, -g 1812. Blown sp in gclibgr 

Sept. 1614. witli Le Renard, French priv. Sept, 1014. vol. xul. pi 080 

ALGERINE, la. Built m 1810. . . • 

laeutfnant Blow, July 8011. toL zxvit p. # 04 . 


1709, Ti^en by Ja Vindemniftt 


jiTtiltMRNNE, 14, (P.) Taken by A1bi8ore in ir96i 
Br»ea up m 1802 . 


i up 

[».<. yoi.xxxix.>. 



AFPElTDIl. 


hired Cotter* Ui|qtenantili^D^g4]|!* MoyldO^* vcilLiv. p-SlT". Hestroyed* 
‘in company with FatriotT S French p>tvateers, June 1800. 
te!Axii. p. 79. ' '' 


jlKIlf hired Brig. 

4' 


Lientenant Richard Yonng, May 1799. Captured, UAiraable 
Theresa, FreuCh prie. 4cuni, 77 ''men, May 76. 1799, vol. ii. 
p.744. Captured, N^. 75,1799, Le Pent Diahlr, French 
• ’ ' * prie, eol. iii. p. 724. riresent ai capture of 1. a DeiirAe, French 

fri^. 44guiis, Tidv 8, 1800. See AndromedH, vol.ir. p.77. 

ANN* hired Brig. Lieotenant J. M'Kenzte. December 1807. vol. wiii, p. 510. 

ARISTOCRAT, hired armed Brig. Lieute nant Grnatett. March 1796. 

Lieutenant JJ^ich. Wray, 1800, Canrured, L’Avcntnre, 

Freivih pnv. 14 euna, 42 men^ Janunrv 1. 180t). vol.iii. p. 308, 
' • ^eutenaiii C. J. D'Anveriine, January 1800 Capturjd, French 

gun vesael, Feh.l9^ 1800. vol. 111. p. 317. 

ACTIVE, hiVed Cutter. Taken and re*takanrby Lady Ann, hired brig, May 16, 180U 
val. p. 577, . , . 

AIMWGLL, 12. Built in 1794. 

Sold 1810. Lieutenant W. Keuneer, .1 t ’ 1798. 

.. ^ABDER, 16. Built in 179A , 

Lieutenant J. Joyce, '■■■ ■ ■ ■ • 1798. 


Wrecked on Frnch 
*tOBSt, Dec. 1806. 


G. Wood, January IBOl. 
Molyiieux Shiiidiiam, 


- 1806. Wrecked on 
Court martial, vol, laxi. 


French coa.«t, 9lh December, 1806. 

. • , P* 

Adder, (2d), 17. BulIt at^ropsham 1813, it*A\lis's Yard. 

James Montague, l^ne l'oi4. 

AFFRONTEUR Lugger, 12. Taken by Doris, May 1803. 

Broken up ill 1806. . / 

ALBAN, 10. Built at Bermuda in 1807. * ' ^ 

Lieu^iiant Weir, November 1807. 

S. Tl'uiiuas, Mav 1810. Present at the destruction of 

Takdn by Danish gun- Donish ^un boats in company with Princess of W'aies and 
uoats, May 1810. Raleigh, 73d May, 1810. vol. xziii. p.5l5." 

ALBAN, (7d), 30. BoiltOn 1810. 

Boat at Aldborough, 1810. Lieutenant W. S. Kay. Last near Aldborough 1810. 

AIRAN, (Sd), 14. American. Taken bv Barbadoe*, August 72, 1817, 

CEbrmerly James Muysoii Wnghr, October 1813. 

JjjadiSQU.) Pavid Diyd, January 1815. 

A^IVE, hired Cutter, 10. Lieiitenant J. Hamilton, ■ ' ' ■ 1800. ^ 

. ' ’ Lieutenant J, Williania, February 1804. Captured La Jeune 

TaFen by French priv. Isabelle, French ship, 1804. vol, ai. p. 251, 
in 1800. ^ 

ARCHER, 17. Built in 1801. 

Lieutenant J. Sherri/T, June 1801. Captured, Frcjnch priv. ves- * 
^ 8(1, No. 432, 7 guns. 31 men, Jan. 1804. vol xi, p. 154. 

Lieut( iiaiit Price, Jdly 1804. Captured. ’J^o French gun- 
vesseii, No. 44 and AS, 3 guns each| 77 men, Apni 180A. 

^ Toi. xiii. p. 4J3. ^ 

' V Lfeiitciiflnt i. Smith, Juno 1809. . ^ 

^ . ‘ William Slaughter, December 1817, * 

AJBTE, It. Bml(.inJ794^ 

Broken up in 1809. Lieutenant Seaver, ■■ )[798* ' * 

AUGySTUS„17! Built in 1794. c o 

WfeckedunPlynioulli, Lieutenant T. Foley, 1756. Wr/cked in Plymouth 

. July 1801. Sound, July 7, 1801, vol. vi, p. 79. 

AlfiA"NAIS£, 17, (F.) (^Tdken in 1799. 

Carried into Malaga Francis Newcorobe, ■ ■■■■■ ■ 1800. parried into Malagd by, 
tm!^****”* Nov, mutineers, 7$ih Nov* l8p(L * Court nurtial* toL ?i, p. 7^^ , 



I^rnken up in 1814. 
AGGRESSOR, 12. 


i AWESDlTf| , T • 

iTTENTIVl^ ts; BotmiSM. i ^ . 

* lieutmnt Robert Carr, August IW. Captured Tow^boet pri* 

• valuer, AuBust 1807. vol.xviii, p. 287. Captured, OctobttUB 

1807, Spamsb prifQtier, Nueitra Senora del Carmen, 8 gum, 
63 men. vol. tix. p. 169. Captured, ia soipflny wiali Tbetii, 
Pbituck, Be#:hus, and Achatei, Le Neioi, F^b coreette, 
Ded. 13, 1B09. vu^xxiii. p.l66. ^ 

BuHi inlBOl. ^ ** 

Lieutenant G. Havel, —— 1803, • 

ANT, 6. Purchaiedml7?8. / ^ 

.Sold in 1814. ^ Lieutenant M. B. Alt, ■■ 1898. 

ADMIRAL MITCHELL. 10. Hired. Lieutenant Alex, Sffifpacd, — — 1803. 
vol. X. p. }98* • * • 

ADVICE. 14. Built in 1793. , 

Lost in the Ba^ of Hull' Lieutenant E ^Tyirdll, ■■ 
duras,l793. , duras in 1793. 

ADVICE, (2d), 10. Hired. Liententrtit Salter, 

• 1804. vof. xii. P.239. 




1703. Lost in the Bij of Hon* 
- 1804. Loit in Weit Indies,. 


ANTELOPE, 10. llirtd. • ' . * 

ASSISTANT, %. Purchased in 1791. Lieutenant P. B. Cowe,— ^ — «'96. 

anaconda, 18. American. Taken July 11, 1814, by Scepire. 

George Augustus Wrttphall, 14)14. 

ALEXANDER. 6. Purchased in lJ9dr— Broken up in>lB08. 

AKERS. l\ Purchased m 1794.— Broken up in 1808. 

AMITY. 10, Purchased in 1794. ^ 

Broken up in 1802. Lieuieiiam J. Hulfb'm, — 1708. 

ANN and'TERESA, 10. Purchaie<k^n 1794. 

ANTIGUA, 16. • 


BRITANNIA, 100. Buit in 1762, at Portsmonlh. Length of gun-deck, 178 ft. keel, 
142 It. 2 m. breadth, 52 ft. depth, il 11, 6 ni. Tons, 8091, 

Admiral Hotliaui, 7 1793. Present at the desiriiclion ' 

Jolm Iloiloway, y ol llie'loulon fleet, by T.ord Hood, Dgff, 
1793. See Victory. Prtsenl at the capture of the Ca-Ira, 80* . 
and Censcur, 84. jllarib 16, 1795, in company wiihf<;;)|)t]iin, * 
Bedlord, Terrible, Agamemnon, Princess Koyah^iliistriuiiS, , 
Courugeux, Egmont, Windsor C istle, Diadem, St. George, ' 
Eurtiiude, Lowestulf, Pouletie, Tarleton, Inconstuni, Melea* > 
ger, Rumut(i.<i, and Fox. vol. xix. p.364, ix. 35). Prcs<;nt at 
capture of L’Alcide, 74, July 14, 179.4. vol. xix, p. 3'69. 

Adinirai Charles Tborepsou,^ ^bruary l!f97/ Present at capture 
TIionAs Foley, • > ol Salvador Bi I Alundu. 112, 

Jubcf, 112, San Niculns, 84, San Ysidro, 74, Spaaiali ibipv * 
Feb. 16, l?8i7. See Victory, vol, iv. p. S6, 

Ed^rd Marslf^ June 1797. * , 

Earf of Nctflbesk, tfiiy 1803. i. • ■ ' 

\'J'honiai Georpe Shorthind, (pro tern.) May 1804. 

Admiral Lord Nurtbesk, 7 June 1804. Present at tlie eapture of* 
Charles^bullen, { 20 sail of iHe line, off Traflilgar,* 

Name changed to Oct. 21, 1805. See Victory, vul. xiv. p. 410. 

St.^rge. See S(.Gcore; . 

BRITANNIA* (8d), 120. BuBdutg in King’s Yard, Plymouth. 



,, pmxtavt, • , 

BARIUEUlIf M. Biiilt »t Ch^ltta in 1^8./ Leii||Ui tt 177 ft. 6 ia. lwrj^ 

. 14M^ brMdih,ft07f.ftin. dcp^.tlft. Toiif. 1947. 

Adiuiriil u. B6w\er, > MarcV 1/94. f^reseiit r ^apiure of 7 , 
Cuthbert Culljng'wQodf ) t&il of line, on lit Juuei 179f. 

See Queen Charlotte, vol. i. p. 21. 

Xdtaiiral Gforge Keith ElphinMoae , ) ... ..gi . 

Jihii Hpbiratone, '* J AO(,urt 1794.t 

X Adminil Waldenrav^ A „ . „-« 

Jeine. Richard Ducre»; J 

James Richard Dacres, June 1795. Present at capture of Le 
Tigre, 80, ^rinidable, 74.*^AI 'xaii(fer/74, Lord Bridport^ 
Sdd Jmie, 1795. S^e Royal George, voi. i. 1290; xv. 7. 
Admiral Waldejravf, { November 1795. Cnptured.i^liMitrohy 
'James Richard Dacress { 1796, in company with £;'niunt, the 

Sardine, French cJrvefte, guns, Nemesis, 28, and Postilion, 
French corvette, 'Present ar capture of 4 sail of the line, 14th 
FehflY97. See victory*, vol. iv, p.S6 ; xavi, 277. 

, George Hopewell Stephens, November 1799. 

’ Admiral C. Collingwood, ) , 

George Hopewell Stephens. J ittw. 

John Iririn, 1801^ 

George Martin, Nolremher 1801. Present at the capture of St. 
Rafael, 84, and £1 Firm6, 74. July 23, 1805. See Prince 
ofW^les, Vol. xiv. 16S ; i//ii. 107. 

Sir Robert Barlow, October^ 1805. , 

Pliilh) Charles Durham, December 1805. 

Donald McLeod, February 18l)8. 

Sir Edward Ber^, September 1618. 

John Maitland, December 1813. vol. axx. p. 437. 

BgTNE,98. BwUuiiroo, 

William Albany Otw|y, lApril 1793. Captured the Guidelieu, 

^ ' French priv. 1793. voi. i. p. 430. * * 

* Admiral Sir J, Jervia, 7 November 1793. Burnt at Spithead, 

George Grey, y May 1,1795. vol. xv. p. 260; a. 464. 

BOYNE* (2d)i 98, Built at King’s Yard, Portsmouth, 1810, voLxxiv. p.?]. 


Admiral Sir^. B. Neale, 
Henry Hume Spene^ 
Admiral Sir H. B.NealeJ 
John Martin Hanchett,^ j 
Admiral Si^H. B. Neale, [ 
Charles Jones, 


January 18^11, 
February 1811 
November 1811. 


George Burlton, March 1813. vol. xxxi. p. 349. Present at the 
capture of Brilliant, 7^ a 74 in frame, Coureuj;, 16 guns,* 
Kenard, 14, Eiidymion, «14, Sphii/x, 18, at Genoa, April 18| 
1814. Sm AmerieStnd Caledonia, vol. xzxi, pybOS. 
Frederick Lewis Meitlaud, Novembtst 1814,^ » 


[To be Qondaued.], 








